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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


I,  Chableb  Loots  WroaiN,  Grand  Secretary  of  Ihe  Grand  Ch«pUr  of  Koj»t  Arch 
Muons  ar  the  State  ol  Calirornia,  do  bereby  certiff  tbat  the  follairiDg  pages  con- 
tain  a  trae  andraitbral  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  tbat  Body,  at  itaTweaty-gecond 
Aoaaal  CooTocatioD,  cammenced  at  the  city  o(  San  Francisco  on  Tuesday,  the 
elereDlb  day  of  April,  A.  D.  IflTn,  A.  I.  SlOG,  and  of  the  retorna  of  tbe  aabordinata 
Cbaplera  and  other  matters  aotharized  to  be  pnbllahed. 


p  f  (Stinoni)  mbnt(r{, 

I  have  hcrennto  appended  my  ofBcial 
^gnatnre,  and  have  affixed  tbe  Seal  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  California,  tbla 
thirtieth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1S76,  A. 
I.  1106. 
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Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco  ; 


COMMENCED  ON 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  1 1,  A.  D.  1876,  A.  I.  2406, 


AND  TERMINATED  ON 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  12,  A.  D.  1876,  A.  I.  2406. 
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QBAlfB  CSAfTSB  OF  BOYAL  ASCH  MASOITS 


07  THB 


STATE   OF   CALIFORNIA, 

For  the  year  commencing  April,  A.  /.  2406,  and  ending 

April,  A.  I.  2407. 


M.\  E,\  ALEX.  GURDOJf  ABELL, . . .  .Grand  High  Priest, San  Francisco  ; 

JR.-.  E.\  HENRY  HAY  KNAPP, Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Napa; 

JR.-.  E.\  JOHN  MILLS  BROWNE Grand  King, VaU^'o ; 

R.\  E.\  NATHAN  W.  8PAULDING, .  .Grand  Scribe, Oakland ; 

JR.*.  E.\  HIRAM  THROOP  GRAVES,.. . Grand  Treasurer, San  Ftanoisco  ; 

R.-.  E.\  CHA8.  LOUIS  WIGGIN Grand  Secretary, San  Francisco  ; 

K\ SAMUEL  GRAVES, .Grand  Chaplain San  Francisco ; 

E.:  THOS.  HUBBARD  CASWELL,  Grand  Lecturer Nevada  ; 

E.\  WILEY  JAMES  TINNIN, Grand  Capt.  op  the  Host, , S hasta  ; 

E,\  HENRY  SAYRE  ORME, Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,Los  AngeUs  ; 

^0  Ckmip.  SAMUEL  DAVID  MAYER, Grand  Organist, San  Francisco  ; 

I  •'      IRA  COLBURN  ROOT, Grand  Guard, San  Francisco. 
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TWXTrT-SEGOHD  AHUAL  COHYOCATIOI. 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia commenced  its  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday,  the 
eleventh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1876,  A.  I.  2406,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Upon  calling  the  roll  of  members  there  were  found  present  the 
following — 

GBAND  OFFICBRS: 

The  M.'.  E.\  WILLIAM  THOMAS  REYNOLDS Grand  High  Priesl ; 

"    Mr.  E,\  Alex.  Gubdos  Abell Dep.  Grand  High  Priest ; 

"    R.\  E.\  Bbnby  Hay  Knapp...  Grand  King  ; 

•  R,\  E,\  Nathan  Wbston  Spauldino, Grand  Scribe  ; 

JR.*.  E,%  Hiram  Thboop  Graves, Grand  Trecumrer  ; 

E.' .  Oh ARLB8  Louis  Wiooin, Grand  Secretary  ; 

E,\  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, Grand  Lecturer  ; 

E,\  Samubl  Obavbs Grand. Chaplain  ; 

E.\  WiLBY  Jambs  Tinnim, Grand  Uapt.  of  the  Host ; 

Er.  Henby  Sayrb  Ormb, Grand  Royal  Arch  Capt,; 

Oomp,  Samubl  David  Mayeb, Grand  Organist ; 

"      Iba  Colburn  Root, Grand  Guard : 

PAST  OBAND  0FFI0EB8 : 

The  Hi.',  K\  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, Past  Grand  High  Priest ; 

"  Jf.'.  i?.*.  Adolphus  Hollub "       *•         "  " 

"  If.-.  JSl'.  Isaac  SuTVENE  Trrus "       •'         «*  •• 

"  M,;  R\  Jambs  Lawbenob  Esolish, "       "         •*  ** 

"  Jf.'.  £•.  Jacob  Hart  Nepf, "       "         ••  «* 

"  Af.'.  JS*.*.  WxLLUM  Abraham  Davies "       "         *«  «• 

*  R.\  E,\  John  Mills  Browne, Past  Grand  King : 

And  the  representatives  of  thirty-seven  chartered  Chapters  and  three 
under  dispensation,  together  with  a  number  of  Past  High  Priests  by 
service  under  this  jurisdiction,  entitled  to  seats. 
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And,  there  being  a  snfScient  representation  present,  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  California  was  opened  in  ^mple  (jform,  with  music  by  the 
choir  and  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  reading  of  the  minntes  at  the  last  Annnal  Convocation  was 
dispensed  with,  the  members  being  furnished  with  printed  copies 
thereof. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  following  committee — 


On  Credentials 


Comp.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, 
William  Thompson  Lather, 
Adolphus  Leigh  Fitzgerald. 


« 


<< 


San  Francisco t . .  No.   1, . 


California, No.   6, 


Pa^t  High  Priests. 


After  a  brief  recess  the  committee  presented  the  following  report  of 
officers  of  the  chartered  Chapters,  or  their  duly  appointed  proxies, 
and  Past  High  Priests,  by  service  under  this  jurisdiction,  as  present 
and  entitled  to  seats,  viz.,  from 

'  Henry  Wanoenheim,  King ; 
Adolphus  Hollub, 

TH^Do'i^^^DWABD  BWTH,    [   ^'^'  ^^^  ^'^*'- 

Samuel  Sternbeik, 

Sonora No.   2, Edwin  Aldrich  Boqers,  Past  High  Priest  and  Rep. 

Sacramento         No    3  I  William  Monroe  Petrie,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. ; 

* ' j  James  Lawrence  Enqlish,  Past  High  Priest. 

John  Eldridge  Purdy,  King. 
Alexander  Gurdon  Abell, 
Charles  Louis  Wiogin, 
William  Thomas  Bbynolds, 
John  Francis  Snow, 
Hiram  Throop  Grates, 
Thomas  Kyle, 
Samuel  Graves, 

jfevada, No.   6,  |  '^^^^^^  ^^^'  ^^S^  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest ; 

' * (  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  Past  High  Priest. 

Beniciay No.   7, Timothy  Sage.  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Shasta,               No.   9  |  ^ouis  Wellendorff,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. ; 
." '      '     ' j  Daniel  Porter  Bystle,  Past  High  Priest. 

Sutter                 No.  11  \  *^°°^  Whitton  Surface,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. ; 

* ' I  Abner  Edward  Callaway,  King. 

Calaveras, No.  12 John  Kirk  Barnard,  King. 

Howard, No.  14, Wilbur  Justus  Wilcox,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Cyrus, No.  15, Granville  Quincy  Stewart,  King. 

St.  James No.  16. George  Heirn  Gilbert,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Libanus, No.  17, James  Boss,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Grass  Valley,. .  .No.  18, '  .Edward  Coleman,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

2Wn«v  No  19  I  ^^  Christian  Chribtianbon,  High  P.  and  P.  H.  P. . 

^' ' )  Wii^Y  James  TiNNiN.  Past  High  Priest.  ' 

Frarildinr No.  20, Thomas  Callow,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 
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Oaldand No.  26, 


Sierra, No.  21, William  Thompson  Luthxb,  High  P.  and  P.  H.  P. 

Petaluma No.  22, .     . .  i  *^^^™  Binolby,  High  Priest ; 

I  Benjamin  Fbanklin  Tuttle,  Past  High  Priest. 

La  Fayette, No.  24, Richabd  Munt,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Georgetown No.  25 James  Moon,  High  Priest 

WiLLLiM  BuBT  Clayton,  High  Priest ; 
William  Botton,  Scribe; 
Je&emiah  Elkins  WnrrcHEB,   )  „    x  „•  u  «_•    x 
Thatcheb  Petek  Wales,         \  ^"*  ^"^  ^'^^' 

Delta No.  27, John  Thompson  Kinkade,  High  Priest. 

I  Geobob  Alezandbb  MoEenzie,  High  Priest; 

Stockton No.  28 <  Isaac  Sutyene  Titus,  )  ^      „.  , 

(  William  Abbaham  Davies,  \  ^"*  ^'^^  P"^<»- 

Jfava                 No  80  i  ^^^"  Ellis,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest ; 

^  ' I  Henby  Hay  Knapp,  Past  High  Priest. 

Los  Angeles,  — No.  33 Henby  Saybe  Obme,  King^and  Past  High  Priest 

AUurae, No.  34 Dixon  Bbabban,  Past  High  Priest  and  Rep. 

i  Roland  Jackson  McDaniel,  King ; 

i^avoZ,. :So,  85, <  Fbank  Douolab  Mead,  Scribe, 

(  John  Mili^  Browne,  Past  High  Priest 

I  James  Dods,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest ; 
William  Addison  Walter,  King, 
Albert  William  Collins,  Scribe, 
Nathan  Weston  Spaulding,  Past  High  Priest 

Siloam, No.  87, Jacob  Habt  Nefp,  High  Priest  and  Past  H.  P. 

y. »T^  Qo  J  Ohas.  Fayette  MoGlashan,  High  P.  and  P.  H.  P. ; 

^^' ^^-^ I  Elle  Ellen,  Past  High  Priest 

Bed  Bluff,. ....  .No.  40, Adoniram  Judson  Loomis,  High  P.  and  P.  H.  P. 

Temple No.  41 \  ^/«"  Watem  High  Prfe-t  "d  P«t  High  Prie.t ; 

(  Jambs  Mabtin  Rodoebs,  Past  High  Pnest. 

Chico, No.  42, Carnot  Courtland  Mason,  High  P.  and  P.  H.  P. 

Joseph  Faibbank  Wendell,  High  Priest; 
William  Sewall  Wells,    \ 
Albebt  Fbedericx  Knobp,  (  Past  High  Priests. 
Stephen  Eibby  Nubse,      ) 

VUaiia, No.  44, Robert  Chidley  Broder,  High  Priest 

Santa  Bosa, No.  45, Adolphus  Leioh  FirzaERALD,  H.  P.  and  P.  H.  P. 

Woodland,. No.  46, Thomas  Cross  Pogkman,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

LasMn, No.  47, John  Chaney  Pabtridoe,  High  Priest. 

Dixon, No.  48, John  Swbant,  High  Priest 

Modesto, U.  D William  John  Houston,  Delegate. 

Ventura, U.  D Jonathan  Doan  Hinbs,  Delegate. 

Corinthian, U.  D Georqe  Edward  Childs,  Delegate. 

Which  report  was  cononrred  in,  and  the  companions  therein  named 
were  admitted  to  seats. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  Annual  Address  to  the 
Grand  Chapter,  as  follows : — 


Solano, No.  48, 


10  PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  [April  11, 

GOXPANIONB  :— 

Again  we  meet  in  Annual  Convocation  to  rejoice  together  over  the  snccess  that 
has  attended  onr  past  efforts  for  the  good  of  onr  Order ;  to  congratnlate  each  other 
on  the  peace  and  harmony  that  prevail  at  present  among  ns,  and  to  form  snch  plans 
and  take  snch  action  as  will  secure  for  the  fatnre  a  continuance  of  the  blessings  we 
now  enjoy ;  and  may  the  ever-living  principles  laid  down  in  that  great  Book  of  Rev- 
elation, which  we  have  all,  as  Masons,  been  taught  to  look  up  to  as  our  guiding 
star  through  the  troubles  that  may  befall  ns  here  below,  so  direct  our  deliberations 
that  none  of  ns  may  have,  at  any  future  time,  reasons  to  regret  aught  that  we  may 
do  here,  and  may  we  all  of  us  look  back  to  this  Convocation  with  feelings  of 
pleasure  and  happy  remembrance,  as  on^  of  those  rare  oases  in  the  desert  of  life, 
we  so  seldom  chance  upon  during  our  earthly  pilgrimage. 

The  past  year  has  been  both  a  pleasant  and  a  prosperous  one.  The  blessing  of  • 
the  Almighty  Ruler  seems  to  have  been  with  us  in  all  things,  and  I  was  about  to  say 
that  even  the  dark  angel  himself  had  forgotten  to  make  any  of  his  calls,  so  unwel- 
come, even  to  those  of  us  who  are  best  prepared  to  receive  them.  But,  as  I  entered 
the  hall,  I  was  informed  that  Comp.  Jambs  Addison  Ellis,  Past  High  Priest  of  Dixon 
Chapter,  No.  48,  bad  psssed  the  vails  of  the  earthly  tabernacle,  and,  in  the  prime  of 
an  active  and  useful  life,  had  gone  to  render  an  account  of  bis  stewardship  to  the 
Grand  Council  above. 

Comp.  Ellis  was  an  upright  man,  a  zealous  and  faithful  Mason,  a  good  and  useful 
citizen.  Active  and  earnest  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties,  genial  and  courteous  in 
his  demeanor  to  all  who  approached  him,  he  had  greatly  endeared  himself  to  all 
whose  privilege  it  was  to  know  him.    Let  us  hope  that  our  loss  is  his  eternal  gain. 

The  assiduous  labors  of  my  predecessors  in  office,  and  the  well  considered  laws 
that  have  been  adopted  for  our  guidance  at  previous  sessions  of  this  Grand  Chapter, 
have  rendered  the  path  of  duty  so  plain,  and  established  such  definite  landmarks  to 
guide  our  subordinate  Chapters,  that  hardly  a  question  can  possibly  arise  that  would 
be  difficult  of  solution  even  to  the  most  inexperienced  Mason  who  would  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  our  Constitution  and  regulations  for  himself;  therefore,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  consider  that  almost  all  the  officers  of  our  Chapters  are 
men  who  have  had  long  experience  in  Masonry  and  have  been  for  years  conversant 
with  the  decisions  of  the  various  Grand  Bodies— that  no  appeals  have  been  made  to 
me  during  the  entire  year,  to  decide  upon  any  constitutional  point,  or  to  give  advice 
or  assistance  to  any  officer,  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  ;  consequently  my  offi' 
cial  labors  have  been  exceedingly  light,  and  I  have  but  little  of  interest  to  communi- 
cate. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  May,  1875, 1  irtsned  a  dispensation  to  Companions  Jonathan 
D.  Hikes,  Jambs  A.  Day,  N.  W.  Blanchard,  and  others,  to  form  and  open  a  Chapter 
in  San  Buenaventura,  in  Ventura  County,  to  be  called  Ventura  Chapter. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  of  the  same  year,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to 
Companions  John  P.  Stbabns,  Gboroe  E.  Childs,  Jacob  Pabsons  and  others  to 
organize  a  Chapter  at  Santa  Barbara,  in  Santa  Barbara  County,  to  be  called  Oor- 
inihian  Chapter. 

All  the  papers  accompanying  the  applications  for  these  two  dispensations  were 
in  due  form  and  strictly  in  accordance  with  our  regulations,  and  they  are  now  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  subject  to  the  examination  of  the  appropriate 
committee. 

The  books  and  returns  of  Ventura  Chapter  have  already  come  in  and  are  models 
of  elegance  and  correctness,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  known  ability  of  the 
companions  to  whom  the  duty  was  intrusted,  of  organizing  Corinthian  Chapter, 
that  its  returns  will  be  equally  as  satisfactory. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  May  last,  I  refused  to  allow  Los  Angeles  Chapter,  No.  83f 
to  transact  business  at  a  time  other  than  at  a  stated  meeting,  as  the  reasons  assigned 
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by  that  Chapter,  in  making  the  reqaest  for  the  diepensation,  were  not  eafficient,  in 
my  opinion,  to  warrant  any  departure  from  oar  constitutional  regulations. 

I  also,  in  November  last,  refused  permission  to  Howard  Chapter,  No.  14,  to 
appear  in  their  regalia  at  a  public  ball,  as  I  believed  it  to  be  the  well  established 
opinion  of  this  Grand  Body,  that  Masonic  clothing  should  be  worn  only  on  strictly 
Masonic  occasions. 

I  have  granted  but  two  special  dispensations,— one  to  Calaveras  Chapter,  No.  12. 
and  one  to  Martinez  Chapter,  No.  31 ;  in  both  cases  allowing  the  respective  Chap- 
ters, for  good  and  sufficient  reason,  to  elect  officers  ai  a  time  other  than  that  specified 
in  our  Constitution. 

The  representative  system  having  been  finally  established  and  the  good  resnlts 
arising  from  it  having  been  proved  by  experience  to  be  fully  as  great,  if  not  greater, 
than  all  that  has  been  claimed  for  it  by  its  most  earnest  admirers,  I  have  made  the 
following  appointments:  Comp.  John  McClellan,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mass- 
achusetts ;  Comp.  Hekby  Bostwick,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky ;  Comp. 
M.  M.  CoTHBEN,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin ;  Comp.  Silas  R.  Merrill 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota  ;  Comp.  Augustine  T.  Sjctthe,  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  South  Carolina;  Comp.  John  Brown,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas ; 
Comp.  Edward  T.  Shultz,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  ;  and  Comp.  Will- 
xoTT  Hamilton,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

All  these  gentlemen  are  prominent  and  infiuential  Masons  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  and  I  am  well  satisfied  that  in  their  hands  the  honor  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  will  be  firmly  maintained  and  its  interests  fully  protected. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  last,  I  authorized  Comp.  Charles  L.  Wiggin  to 
constitute  JHion  Chapter,  No.  48^  and  install  its  officers  ;  and  on  the  fourteenth  of 
June  last,  I  issued  authority  to  Comp.  Thoh4S  H.  Caswell  to  perform  the  same 
duties  in  relation  to  Lassen  Chapter,  No.  47.  Both  of  these  companions  accomp- 
plished  their  work  in  due  and  ancient  form,  and  made  proper  returns  to  the  Grand 
Secretary. 

During  the  year,  I  have  approved  of  changes  in  the  By-Laws  of  Lassen  Chapter, 
No.  47,  and  Dixon  Chapter  No.  48,  simply  altering  the  times  of  meeting;  and  I  also, 
but  with  considerable  hesitation,  approved  of  a  complete  new  set  of  By-Laws,  pre- 
pared by  Oakland  bhapter,  No.  26.  This  code  embraced  all  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  code  prescribed  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  with  the  addition  of  several 
articles  which  simply  recapitulate  some  well  known  provisions  of  our  Constitution 
and  general  regulations,  and  a  few  other  articles  relating  to  financial  affairs.  As  a 
whole,  I  saw  nothing  objectionable  in  them,  although  I  much  prefer  the  simple  form 
generally  in  use.    They  will  be  submitted  to  your  committee  for  their  examination. 

My  predecessors  in  office  have  made  many  valuable  suggestions  relative  to  the 
better  carrying  into  effect  the  regulation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  requiring  a  profi- 
ciency in  the  work  and  lectures  of  this  jurisdiction,  by  the  High  Priest  before  his  instal- 
lation ;  also  with  reference  to  the  means  to  be  adopted  to  secure  a  more  perfect  uni- 
formity in  the  work  of  the  several  subordinate  Chapters.  That  discrepancies  do 
exist,  more  serious  than  at  first  sight  might  appear,  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  disputed, 
and  that  some  means  should  be  adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  whereby  every  sub- 
ordinate body  in  the  jurisdiction  can  be  properly  instructed,  is  equally  apparent. 
The  present  regulation,  requiring  the  certificate  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  or' of  some 
companion  known  by  him  to  be  well  qualified,  before  installation,  would,  if  observed 
in  ail  cases,  do  much  to  secure  this  result;  but  unfortunately  this  provision  is  either 
totally  disregarded  or  an  inexcusable  ignorance  prevails  upon  the  subject.  I  am 
informed  that  but  a  bare  majority  of  the  Chapters  have  made  the  necessary  applica- 
tion, or  have  been  furnished  with  the  required  certificates.    This  should  not  be. 

The  regulation,  from  which  so  much  was  expected  towards  securing  uniformity, 
and  which  might  assist  in  the  good  work,  if  strictly  observed,  should  be,  in  all  cases, 
enforced,  or  it  should  be  at  once  rescinded.    My  own  impression  is,  that  the  latter 
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coarse  is  the  better  one,  and  that  if  we  really  desire  to  see  all  onr  subordinates  work- 
ing in  harmony,  we  should  pay  oar  Grand  Lecturer  a  fair  salary  and  absolute  travel- 
ing expenses,  and  require  him  to  visit  each  Chapter,  at  least  once  in  each  year.  In 
ihis  way  and  in  no  other,  in  my  opinion,  can  the  much-desired  result  be  obtained. 
I  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands,  with  strong  hopes  that  you  will  deem  it  best  to 
adopt  the  coarse  I  suggest. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  my  opinion,  requires  a  thorough  revis- 
ion. It  is  faulty  in  many  respects  and  fails  to  meet  the  requirements  of  oar  rapidly 
increasing  constitaency.  General  Regulation  No.  11,  provides  that — '*The  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  California  shall  be,  in 
all  essential  respects,  where  there  is  no  conflict  between  it  and  this  Grand  Chapter* 
the  rales  and  regalations  by  which  the  subordinate  Chapters  of  this  jtirisdiction 
shall  be  governed."  This  regulation  frequently  gives  rise  to  misunderstandings  and 
embarrassing  complications,  and  it  would  be  far  better  that  this  Grand  Chapter,  hav- 
ing now  upon  its  registry  forty-seven  subordinate  Chapters,  should  be  governed  by 
its  own  laws,  which,  while  in  harmony  with  those  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  should  be  entirely 
distinct  from  and  independent  of  them. 

The  provision  contained  in  Section  1,  Article  XYII,  of  our  present  Constitution, 
is  particularly  objectionable.  It  provides  that  "  the  petition  of  a  rejected  candidate 
shall  not  be  presented  to  any  Chapter  within  six  months  after  such  rejection  without 
the  unani'mous  consent  of  the  Cftapter  in  which  he  is  r^'ected.''  Unanimous  consent 
means  the  consent  of  all  who  may  be  present  at  any  stated  meeting  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business,  and  thus  it  might  happen  that  an  objectionable  candidate  might, 
during  the  absence  of  the  companion  or  companions  who  voted  against  him,  by  the 
nnanimous  consent  of  those  present  at  any  subsequent  stated  meeting,  present  his 
petition,  and,  after  the  usual  reference,  be  reported  upon  favorably  und  elected  with- 
out the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  objector.  [  would  therefore  advise  that  this 
section,  at  least,  be  amended,  if  no  further  action  is  had ;  but  I  earnestly  recommend 
that  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  with  power  to  carefully 
revise  our  laws  and  regulations,  and  prepare  a  new  Constitution,  and  that  they  be 
instructed  to  report  their  action  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  in  suflScient  time  to  enable 
him  to  have  the  same  printed,  and  copies  sent  to  all  subordinate  Chapters,  at  least 
two  months  before  the  date  of  our  next  annual  Convocation,  so  that,  at  that  time, 
we  may  be  able  to  act  upon  it  understandingly. 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable,  during  the  year,  to  visit  as  much  as  I  should  have 
liked;  but  the  imperative  demands  of  my  business  have  prevented,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  performance  of  this  most  pleasant  duty.  Still,  I  have  seen  the  Mark  or  Royal  Arch 
Degrees  conferred  in  eight  different  Chapters,  and  in  nearly  all  cases  in  a  most  com- 
mendable manner. 

Also,  while  at  Salt  Lake  City  last  winter,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Utah 
Chapter,  where  I  was  treated,  not  as  a  stranger,  but  as  an  old  and  well  tried  fHend, 
and  at  their  request  I  installed  their  officers  for  the  present  year. 

Now,  companions,  before  closing,  permit  me  to  congratolate  you  on  the  prosper- 
ity which  prevails  throughout  our  jurisdiction,  and  which  is  caused,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, by  the  complete  harmony  and  unanimity  of  feeling  that  pervade  our  ranks.    So 
1  ong  as  we  agree  together,  nothing  can  prevent  so  great  a  progress  in  the  future,  as 
we  have  been  blessed  with  in  the  past. 

I  am  now  about  to  surrender  into  your  hancts  the  office  with  which,  one  year  ago, 
you  entrusted  me ;  and  if  you  think  that  I  have,  at  any  time,  failed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  its  duties,  I  trust  yon  will  cast  over  such  failures  the  "  Mantle  of  Charity," 
ever  remembering  that  to  err  la  human,  and  nothing  is  perfect  here  below. 

WILLIAM  THOMAS  REYNOLDS, 

Grand  High  Priest, 

On  motion,  it  i^as  ordered  that  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  be  referred  to  a  special  oommittee  of  three. 
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The   Deputy  Grand   High  Priest  named  as  such  committee  — 


On  Address  of  Grand  High  Priest :. . . 


Comp.  James  Lawrence  English, 
Isaac  Sntvene  Titus, 
Jacob  Hart  Neff. 


«« 


<< 


Comp.  Chakles  Louib  Wiogin,  from  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence, presented  the  following  report,  the  reading  of  which  was 
dispensed  with,  the  members  being  furnished  with  printed  copies ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Comp.  Alexandbb  Gubdon  Abkll,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  proceedings  : 

Tothe  M.\  E.%  Grand  Chapter  of  California :— 

Your  Comniittee  on  Correspondence  have  received  and  examined  the  proceedings 
of  thirty-three  Grand  Chapters,  and  from  the  information  gleaned  fVom  these  sources, 
we  have  jirepared  the  following  report.  Your  committee  congratulate  the  Grand 
Chapter  upon  the  steady,  constant  and  healthful  growth  of  Capitular  Masonry  on  this 
continent.  Owing  to  the  sad  eQects  of  the  late  civil  war,  many  of  our  Southern 
Jurisdictions  langninhed  for  a  time,  and  some  of  them  with  the  greatest  difficulty  sur* 
vived  the  shock  and  preserved  their  organizations.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  the 
difficulties  which  beset  them,  and  under  the  most  discouraging  circumstances,  our 
companions,  having  the  love  of  Masonry  atrong  in  their  hearts,  labored  with  a  fer- 
vency and  zeal,  which  nothing  could  daunt  or  quench,  to  keep  the  incense  burning 
upon  their  altars,  and  to  overcome  and  surmount  the  obstacles  which  barred  their 
way  to  returning  prosperity.  Their  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain,  and  now  from 
nearly  all  of  our  sister  Grand  Chapters,  come  words  of  hope  and  good  cheer;  and  we 
trust  it  will  not  be  long  before  all  will  have  recovered  their  wonted  prosperity ;  each 
vying  with  the  other  in  the  noble  emulation  of  who  "  best  can  work  and  best  agree." 

We  regret  that  the  proceedings  of  the  following  jurisdictions  have  failed  to  reach 
us ;  we  have  written  for  them,  and  should  they  come  to  hand  before  our  proceedings 
go  to  press,  we  will  review  them  in  a  supplemental  report.  Those  lacking  are 
Nebraska,  Rhode  Island,  Texas,  Vermont,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia.  Those 
reviewed  and  included  in  this  report  are : — 


for 


Alabama, 

Arkansas, 

Canada, 

Colorado, " 

connecticct, " 

Delaware, *' 

District  OF  Columbia,       " 

Florida, " 

Georgia,    '• 

Illinois, " 

Indiana, " 

Iowa, " 

Kansas " 

Kentucky, " 

Louisiana 

Maine, 

Maryland, 


ti 


u 


If 


<f 
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....1875 
...  1875 
....1876 
....1875 
.,  .1875 
....1875 
...  1875 
....1874 
....1875 
....1876 
....1875 
....18,75 
....1874 
...  1876 
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1875 
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Massachusetts, for. 

Michigan, ••  . 

Minnesota, •*  . 

Mississippi, "  . 

Missouri, •'  . 

Nevada, "  . 

New  Hampshire, **  . 

New  Jersey, ,  ••  . 

New  York,    "  . 

North  Carolina, "  . 

Nova  Scotia,  "  . 

Ohio •'  . 

Oregon, "  . 

Pennsylvania, •  •  . 


Tennessee '* 

Wisconsin, " 


1874 
,1875 


ALABAMA. 

The  forty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Montgomery  on  the  eighth  day  of  December,  1874,  the  M,\  E.',  Myles 
J.  Greene,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  Ji,\  E.\  Daniel  Sayrb  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Thirty -seven  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 


14  PROCEEDINGS  OF  TBE  [April  11, 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  well-prepared  and  basiness-like  paper, 
and  from  it  we  gather  encouraging  words  teaching  the  welfare  of  the  Order  in  that 
Jnrisdiction.    He  says : — 

The  year  now  drawing  to  a  close  has  been  marked  by  many  evidences  of  Divine 
favor.  The  honest  labor  of  the  diligent  haabandman  has  been  rewarded  with  a  gen-« 
erous  harvest.  The  blighting  hand  of  pestilence  has  been  stayed,  and  a  remarkable 
ejceniption  from  sickness  and  disease  has  been  enjoyed  throughout  our  borders. 
Moreover,  the  general  depression  and  dreadful  forebodings  that  have  so  long  been 
inspired  by  the  threatening  aspect  of  the  political  situation  of  our  country,  have 
given  place  to  a  bright  and  encouraging  prospect  that  is  indeed  cheering  to  contem- 
plate. Confidence  is  being  restored,  and  the  general  out-look  gives  promise  of  the 
early  dawn  of  a  brighter  day  for  our  long  and  sorely-tried  people — a  day  when  Jew 
and  Gentile,  Northman  and  Southron,  shall  regard  and  recognize  each  other  as 
belonging  to  a  common  brotherhood.  The  gloomy  past  is  gone — let  us  hope  forever; 
and  with  full  hearts  let  us  enjoy  this  pleasant  reunion,  for  indeed  it  is  pleasani. 
What  genial  joys  spring  exultant  in  the  heart  of  every  true  Mason  as  he  watches 
the  uplifted  gavel  whose  welcome  sound  shall  call  him  up  and  forward  from  the 
miasma  below  and  behind. 

From  the  following  we  infer  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  not  altogether  satisfied 
with  the  existing  political  situation  in  that  jurisdiction : — 

Pardon  me,  companions :  I  feel  the  change  in  every  drop  that  courses  through  my 
veins.  I  have  come  but  recently  from  che  hustings.  Tkere^  upon  a  political  leve'l 
with  the  sable  sons  of  Africa ;  here^  on  a  social  level  with  the  virtue  and  intelligence 
of  Alabama — my  own  loved  companions — assembled  in  Grand  Convocation.  Who 
would  not  feel  the  change?  As  the  traveler  who  has  journeyed  through  the  dense 
malaria  that  hovers  about  the  Pontine  marshes,  rises  the  eminence  that  brings  into 
view  the  Eternal  City,  may  be  supposed  to  exclaim,  "and  this  is  Rome,  that  sat 
upon  her  seven  hills,  and  from  her  throne  of  beauty  ruled  the  world,"  so  I,  with  a 
devotion  doubly  dear  by  contrast,  hail  this  Grand  Temple,  where  only  white  men 
"meet  upon  the  level  and  part  opon  the  square." 

Two  dispensations  for  the  formations  were  granted,  and  an  extinct  Chapter  was 
resuscitated. 

We  note  the  following  decisions,  in  all  which  we  concur  saye  number  four.  We 
believe  that  every  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  of  a  Chapter  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Grand  High  Priest  for  his  approval  before  it  becomes  effective  : — 

1st.  Any  member  of  the  Chapter,  who  is  in  good  and  regular  standing,  is  eligible 
to  the  office  of  High  Priest. 

2d.  Any  member  of  the  Chapter  who  is  regularly  aflBliated  with  some  subordi- 
nate Lodge,  who  is  clear  on  the  books,  and  under  no  charge,  is  in  good  and  regular 
standing. 

3d.  Subordinate  Chapters  have  the  right  to  enact  By-Laws  suspending  members 
for  non-payment  of  dues. 

4th.  It  is  not  necessary  to  submit  to  the  Grand  Chapter  every  By-Law  adopted 
by  a  subordinate  Chapter.  After  the  Grand  Chapter  has  passed  upon  the  By-Laws 
of  a  Chapter,  that  Chapter  may  amend  such  By-Laws  according  to  tneir  own  provis- 
ions for  amending  the  same,  and  such  amendment  is  valid  and  binding  from  the 
adoption;  subject,  of  course,  to  be  tested,  at  any  time,  before  the  Grand  Chapter, 
as  to  its  constitutionality. 

5th.  When  a  companion  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  according 
\o  the  provisions  of  the^By-Laws  of  his  Chapter,  he  can  be  reinstated  only  by  com- 
plying with  such  By-Law.  He  is  undergoing  the  penalty  of  a  law,  valid  at  the  time 
sentence  was  passed  upon  him,  and  the  subsequent  repeal  of  the  law  cannot  affect 
him,  nor  change  his  status, 

6th.    A  Chapter  has  no  right  to  suspend  the  operation  of  a  By-Law. 

7th.  When  a  candidate  for  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter  has  been  elected,  he  is 
entitled  to  those  degrees ;  promided,  no  charges  are  preferred  against  him.  In  other 
words,  a  second  ballot  for  a  candidate  cannot  be  had  after  his  election. 

The  business  transacted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  was  entirely  of  a  local  nature. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  again  presented  by  Comp.  Palmer  J.  Pil- 
LANS,  and  nothing  farther  need  be  said  in  its  praise.  He  reviews  the  transactions  of 
thirty-two  Grand  Chapters  in  his  usual  kindly  and  fraternal  manner— California,  for 
1874,  receiving  her  full  share  of  his  attention.  He  does  not  fully  agree  with  our 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence'in  their  report  relative  to  the  restoration  of  companions 
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after  Baspension  by  a  Lodge,  bat  thinks  the  Qrand  Chapter  did  wisely  in  settling  the 
question  definitely.  He  approves  of  the  resolution  which  requires  a  High  Priest 
elect  to  present  a  certificate  of  qualification  previous  to  bis  installation,  and  says  it 
provides  more  effectually  against  a  lack  of  uniformity  than  any  he  has  yet  seen.  He 
quotes,  approvingly,  our  remarks  upon  visitations  by  Grand  Officers,  and  upon  the 
evils  of  non-affiliation,  and  is  pleased  to  style  our  report  an  "  admirable  paper,"  for 
which  handsome  compliment  he  has  our  thanks. 
In  his  review  of  Massachusetts,  he  says : — 

We  note  that  at  this  Convocation  a  Bni'ial  Service  for  Chapter  use  was  reported 
and  adopted,  and  we  fancy  that  now  the  pride  of  what  are  commonly  called  the 
higher  degrees  will  relieve  the  Lodge  of  many  of  its  burials  and  most  of  its  charity. 
Death,  the  grand  leveller,  destroys,  we  thought,  all  distinctions ;  but  pride  no  longer 
allows  even  the  dead  to  *'  meet  upon  the  level." 

There  are  fifty-three  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction,  but  the  number  of  members  y^e 
cannot  tell,  as  we  have  no  time  to  foot  up  the  columns. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address : 
Montgomery. 

ABKANSAS. 

The  twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Little  Rock  on  the  seventh  day  of  October,  1875,-~the  M.\  E.-,  E.  H. 
English,  General  Grand  High  Priest,  in  the  absence  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 
sided, the  R.\  E,\  LuKB  E.  Babber  being  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  its 
opening  is  full  of  hope  and  encouragement  for  the  future.  He  thus  prefaces  a  brief, 
but  excellent  address  :— 

CoHF ANIONS :— Our  last  Convocation  closed  amid  unpropltious  auspices.  We  had 
iust  passed  through  a  summer  of  unusual  drought,  and  the  toiling  husbandman,  who 
nad,  in  spring,  hopefully  looked  forward  to  the  autumn  harvest,  when  his  corn-fields 
would  be  crowned  with  golden  ears  and  his  cotton  would  whiten  his  acres,  instead, 
realized  a  stinted  and  withered  harvest— a  mere  remnant  of  what  would  have  been — 
which  the  scorching  sun  of  summer  had  left  him.  We  were  left  with  debts  unpaid, 
empty  barns,  and  gloomy  forebodings  for  the  future;  and  to  add  to  the  apparent  evils, 
the  political  horizon  was  darkened  by  threateningH,  and  that  peace  which,  awhile 
before,  we  thought  we  had  reached  through  such  fiery  tnbulation,  was  again  endan- 
gered, and  that  real  union  of  hearts  and  peace  for  which  we  had  looked  and  anxious- 
ly hoped,  until  hope  deferred  made  the  heart  sick,  seemed  about  to  flee  from  us  for- 
ever. But  in  the  darkest  hour,  when  no  light  seemed  visible,  the  finger  of  the  angel 
of  reconciliation  touched  that  dark  cloud,  and  it  rittod  and  rolled  away,  leaving  the 
light  of  fraternity  and  real  unity  to  shine  undimmed  and  with  increasing  splendor. 
The  4th  of  July,  1875,  the  beginning  of  the  centennial  of  American  Independence, 
dawned  upon  a  peaceful,  re-united  and  happy  people.  The  centennial  sun  is  rising 
to  the  zenith  with  increasing  splendor.  May  a  merciful  God  grant  that  its  closing 
sun,  on  the  3d  July,  1876,  may  set  upon  a  people  in  whose  hearts  exists  but  one 
impulse — who  can  best  forgive  and  best  agree,  and  best  work  to  promote  the  pros- 
perity and  glory  of  our  cpmmon  country. 

From  the  bottom  of  our  heart  we  respond,  "  Amen  !  so  mote  it  be." 

He  announces  the  death  of  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  E.  A.  Warren,  and  in 
feeling  terms  eulogizes  him  as  a  "good  man  and  true.'' 

Owing  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  he  recommends  that  leniency  be 
extended  to  the  Chapters  who  are  in  arrears  for  dues,  but  truly  says  there  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  not  making  returns.  He  says  that  these  "  moribund  Chapters  "  which  each 
year  give  so  much  trouble,  "are  often  caused  by  numerical  weakness,"  and  this  weak- 
ness has  been  the  result  of  excessive  multiplication  of  Chapters. 

He  thinks  no  Chapter  ought  to  be  created,  except  in  cities  or  densely  populated 
neighborhoods,  with  less  than  four  thrifty  Lodges  to  give  it  material,  and  says  that 
Chapters,  and  perhaps  the  Lodges,  have  in  many  plsces,  gone  far  in  advance  of  the 
population.  This  is  a  mistake  too  frequently  committed,  and  the  result  is  a  number 
of  weak,  worthless,  and  inefficient  bodies,  which  struggle  feebly  on  for  a  few 
months,  or  perhaps  years,  and  then  die. 
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Two  diBpensations  to  form  new  Chapters  were  granted.  RepreseDtativeB  were 
appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Missouri,  Wisconsin  and  Nebraska. 

Companion  Gabriel  Bough,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin. 
Companion  E.  F.  Warrbn,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

The  following  decision  is,  in  onr  opinion,  clearly  wrong  :— 

Companion  Massey,  of  Searcy,  asked  me  if  saspension  from  the  Bine  Lodge  by 
mere  operation  of  the  by-laws,  on  notice,  would  suspend  in  the  Chapter.  T  referred 
him  to  the  opinion  I  had  expressed  at  page  thirty-three  of  my  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence, proceedings  1868,  New  Jersey ;  and  also  the  adverse  opinion  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  in  his  uddress.  (See  Proceedings  of  1868,  page  6-7,  and  which  was 
approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Law  and  Usage.) 
Really  forgetting  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Chapter  on  this  point,  and  holding  to  the 
opinion  expressed  in  report  above  referred  to,  I  authorized  Union  Chapter  to  admit 
such  members  as  had  been  merely  suspended  by  operation  of  the  by-law  for  the  non- 
payment of  dues  in  the  Blue  Lodge.  I  hope  this  will  present  a  fair  occasion  to  review 
your  former  decision,  and  enable  you  to  bring  us  back  to  what  T  have  always  consid- 
ered to  be  the  true  ground— that  it  is  only  a  suspension  from  the  privileges  of 
Masonry,  which  can  occur  alone  on  a  trial  upon  regular  charges,  wbicn  constitutes 
that  suspended  Mason  with  whom  we  are  to  hold  no  Masonic  communication.  That 
prohibition  does  not  extend,  as  I  think,  to  tho$&e  who  are  made  non-affiliates  by  being 
suspended  from  membership  in  a  Blue  Lodge  for  non-pavment  of  dues.  It  is  only  the 
class  of  suspended  Masons  which  we  are  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  Blue  Masonry 
from  communication  with  maaonically,  which  cannot  sit  with  us  in  the  Chapter,  not 
because  the  Blue  Lodge  has  any  control  over  the  Chapter,  but  because  we  cannot 
work  the  Chapter  without  disclosing  the  secrets  of  the  Bine  Lodge. 

Now,  if  suspension  for  non-pajrment  of  dues  means  anything,  it  means  suspension 
f^om  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry ;  otherwise,  the  mere  striking  from  the 
roll  would  accomplish  the  object,  viz.,  suspension  f^om  membership.  The  committee 
on  Masonic  law  and  usage  to  whom  this  decision  was  referred,  presented  a  majority 
and  minority  report ;  the  majority  dissenting,  and  the  minority  sustaining  the  decision; 
and,  much  to  our  surprise,  the  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  minority  report,  thereby 
declaring  to  the  world  that,  in  Arkansas,  it  is  not  considered  improper  to  hold 
Masonic  communication  with  a  suspended  Mason. 

The  Committee  on  Education,  in  their  report,  expressed  faith  and  confidence  in 
the  success  of  Saint  John's  College,  "if  the  Fraternity  shall  fully  discharge  their 
duty  in  sustaining  it,''  and  recommended  the  appropriation  of  three  hundred  dollars 
for  its  benefit.    Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Following  is  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which  we  give  in  full : — 

"  Comp.  Van  Hoobs,  one  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  was 
called  upon  for  tbe  report  of  the  committee,  but  having  prepared  none,  ezcnsed 
himself,  saying":— 

I  was  not  present  at  the  last  Grand  Convocation,  and  did  not  know  until  abont 
two  weeks  ago  that  I  had  been  placed  upon  the  committee.  Companion  Abmbtbomo 
then  informed  me.  that  he.  Companion  Gbat  and  myself  composed  the  committee, 
saying  that  he  could  not  write  the  report,  and  that  Compaqion  Gbat  and  I  must  do  it. 
I  mentioned  the  fact  to  Companion  Gbat  ;  but  he  had  been  spending  his  vacation  at 
the  fashionable  watering  places  up  north,  and  gone  over  into  the  State  of  Maine  to 
see  the  sun  rise^  and  had  but  recently  returned  and  settled  down  to  business  again, 
and  was  now  entirely  too  much  engaged  in  his  laborious  duties  in  the  Arkansas  Indus- 
trial Univeriiity  to  give  his  attention  to  it ;  and  very  politely  informed  me  that  I  might 
have  the  honor  of  making  said  report. 

Well,  it  was  a  new  business  to  me,  and  I  knew  that  the  shortness  of  time  interven- 
ing between  then  and  now  rendered  it  imposslole  forme  to  write  a  report  satisfactory 
to  jou  or  myself.  But,  a  few  days  thereafter,  I  received  per  express,  a  package 
which  contained  a  number  of  very  neatly  printed  pamphlets — in  green,  blue,  pinK, 
scarlet  and  straw-colored  bindings. 

At  the  time  of  receiving  the  package,  there  had  just  walked  into  my  office  a  good 
old  Baptist  brother,  who  had  been  preaching  Baptist  Doctrine  for  thirty  years.  He 
is  a  worthy  member  of  Far  West  Chapter  No.  1,  and  our  Past  High  Priest.  Know- 
ing how  much  interest  he  always  manifested  in  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Masonic 
Lodges  and  Chapters,  I  called  his  attention  to  the  package  just  received,  and  told  him 
that  these  were  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  different  States  ;  that 
they  had  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  to  be  tirst  examined  care- 
fully, and  from  them  I  was  expected  to  make  up  my  Report  on  Correspondence. 
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His  eves  brightened  as  he  took  a  seat  and  remarked,  "  I  will  sit  down  and  hear 
yon  read  awhile«" 

I  knew  how  mnch  he  appreciated  Masonry  and  how  eagerly  he  sooght  after 
"  light  and  knowledge,"  and  felt  it  would  be  a  pleasare  to  read  anything  for  his 
edification.  So  I  began  at  once  to  look  over  the  pamphlets,  taking  them  up  one  by 
one,  calling  oyer  the  names  of  the  States  from  whence  they  hailed :  Minnesota,  Del- 
aware, Mississippi,  South  Carolina.  Norih  Carolina,  Maryland,  Connecticut,  the 
Sixty-Sixth,  California,  the  Twenty-First,  New  York,  the  Forty -Seven^  Annual  Con- 
vocation, and  j^ew  Jersey  i  the  J^inety-Second  Annual  Frooeedings.  Said  my  good 
brother  :  "  Well,  that  is  an  old  Grand  Chapter ;"  and  I  was  of  his  opinion,  too.  He 
said  that  must  be  the  oldest  Grand  Chapter  in  the  United  States,  and  I  agreed  with 
him. 
first 
at 

brother,  was  "  On  Infant Bapiihn.^^  "  On  what?"  exclaimed  he.  "  On  Infant  Bafh 
tiam,"  said  I.  '* I  reckon  not,"  said  he.  "I  guess  it  is," said  L  He  rose  to  his  feet 
and  made  a  step  forward,  while  I  held  the  page  before  his  eyes  and  pointed  to  the 
words :  "  On  Infant  Baptism."  No  longer  doubting,  the  good  old  brother  sank  down 
again  on  his  chair  with  the  exclamation  :  "  Well,  if  ever  I" 

Here  he  had  met  his  first  **  stumbling  block  "  in  Masonry.  He  had  been  a  zealous 
Mason  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  had  been  ever  ready  to  respond  "  so  mote  it  be '' 
to  everything  he  had  seen  in  the  proceedings  of  Masonic  Grand  bodies,  regarding 
them  as  almost  infallible,  but  he  had  here  found  in  this  "  new  departure,"  taken  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,  a  practice  which  he  "would  not,  could  not  indorse;'' 
[he'd  be  damned  if  he  did.] 

Never  shall  I  forget  the  woe-begone  look  of  that  faithftil,  zealous  brother,  as  he 
sat  there  sadly  reflecting  on  this  innovation  upon  the  ancient  charges.  Presently  I 
turned  to  the  title  page  and  read :  ''Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Ninety-Second 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  New  Jersey." 

My  good  brother  smiled  otoud,  and  said:  "I  thonghtit  very  strange  that  New 
Jersey  Masons  were  baptising  litUe  innocent  babies.'^ 

It  was  all  unintentional  on  my  part,  and  I  could  not  imagine  why  the  Church  jour- 
nal was  sent  me,  until  I  remembered  that  the  package  was  made  up  by  our  worthy 
Qrand  Secretary — Comp.  Barber,  a  zealous  cnorchman  as  well  as  Mason— who  had 
got  Church  and  Chapter  proceedings  mixed,  and  who  must  be  held  accountable  for 
the  few  minutes  of  indescribable  unhappiness  which  were  felt  by  our  good  old  Bap- 
tist companion,  whom  none  know  but  io  love  and  honor. 

There  ^re  seventy  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  having  an  aggregate  membership 
of  1256. 

The  Jf.*.  E,\  E.  R.  DuYal  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B,',  E.\Lina 
E.  Barber  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Little  Bo^'i 

CANADA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  held  a  Speoial  Convocation  at  Hamilton  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  1875,  for  the  pnrpose  of  consecrating  and  dedicating  the 
Chapter  Room  in  the  new  Masonic  Hall  in  that  city.  The  ceremonies  were  public 
and  very  interesting.  Addresses  were  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  and 
by  the  Grand  Z.,  who  paid  a  feeling  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  lamented 
Grand  Scribe  E..  

The  eighteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  town  of  St.  Catherines  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  August,  1875,— the  if.*.  E,',  James  Seymour,  Grand  Z.,  presiding,  the 
jR.*.  E.\  R.  P.  Stepbbkb  being  Grand  Scribe  E.  Forty-nine  chartered  Chapters,  with 
five  under  dispensation,  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Z.  premises  an  excellent  Address  by  a  feeling  allusion  to  thctse  whose 
earthly  labors  have  closed  during  the  year,%md  especially  notices  the  death  ofM,'.E.\ 
Comp.  William  M.  Wilsok,  first  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  to  whose  memory 
he  pays  a  touching  tribute.  He  very  justly  attaches  great  importance  to  the  election 
and  installation  of  His  Rnyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  M,:  W,\  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  ex  officio  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  that  jurisdiction.  He  states  that  their  relations  with  sister  Grand  Chapters  are  of 
the  most  friendly  character,  and  believes  that  the  "interchange  of  Representatives 
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with  the  Grand  Chapters  of  California,  Wisconsin,  Mississippi  and  South  Carolina  will 
serve  to  cement  more  closely  the  fraternal  ties  that  bind  cor  common  family 
together."    Of  the  Repre^ntative  system  he  says : — 

In  examining  the  transactions  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  I  notice  with  regret 
that  two  or  three  fail  to  see  any  advantage  to  the  Royal  Craft  in  these  appointments, 
considering  them  merely  honorary  and  aseless.  Though  the  duties  in  general  are 
not  arduous,  nevertheless,  occasions  have  arisen  where  the  kindly  offices  of  a  recog- 
nized ambassador  near  a  sister  Grand  Chapter  proved  of  great  value  in  correcting 
misunderstandings  and  settling  petty  differences  which  might  otherwise  have  imperiled 
friendly  relations.  Hence,  could  no  other  cogent  reasons  be  assigned,  I  see  in  those 
stated  amply  sufficient  to  justify  the  system,  which  has  proved  of  decided  reciprocal 
advantage,  while  I  know  of  no  instance  where  harm  has  ensued  from  it.  Regarding 
the  expense  the  system  may  entail  for  printing  and  postage,  urged  in  one  Grand 
Body,  the  accruing  benefits  so  far  outweigh  any  paltry  consideration  of  this  kind 
that  I  am  astonished  to  see  such  an  objection  raised. 

With  reference  to  their  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  he  says :  "  As  to  our  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  matter  continues  as  at  our  last  Convocation,  except  that  f^esh 
correspondence  has  ensued,  which  will  be  laid  before  you.'*  This  correspondence, 
with  our  comments  thereupon,  will  be  found  in  our  review  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

We  quote  the  following  as  showing  the  growth  and  condition  of  the  Order  in  that 
jurisdiction : — 

Looking  at  the  rapid  strides  made  by  our  neighbors,  naturally  suggests  the  taking 
of  a  retrospective  glance  at  the  work  accomplished  by  this  Grand  Chapter  since  its 
organization  in  January,  1857 — now  over  eighteen  years  ago — when  but  Viree  sub- 
ordinate Chapters  participated  in  the  preliminary  proceedings.  It  cannot,  there- 
fore, but  be  gratifying,  not  only  to  its  surviving  founders,  but  also  to  the  Companions 
since  added,  to  learn  that  sixty-three  warranted  Chapters  now  yield  cheerful  obe- 
dience to  its  authority,  and  six  others  under  dispensation  stand  knocking  (it  its  portals 
for  fraternal  recognition.  Many  of  these  have  united  their  means  with  those  of  the 
Craft  Lodges  in  their  neighborhood,  to  erect  convenient  halls  of  their  own  for  meet- 
ing in;  and  notably  of  this  class  is  the  spacious  and  costly  building  in  which  we  are 
now  assembled,  the  erection  of  which  shows  the  vitality  that  animates  the  member- 
ship of  Uiis  vicinity.  The  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in  a  most  healthy 
state,  the  nominal  yearly  contribution  of  twenty  cents  per  enrolled  companion  moie 
than  sufficing  to  cover  current  expenses,  leaving  the  fees  derived  from  certificates, 
registrations,  dispensations,  constitutions  and  warrants  to  produce  a  respectable  re- 
serve fund  for  benevolence  and  unforeseen  claims.  Fortunately,  the  cali»  upon  our 
charity  have  so  far  been  ver^  light ;  but  as  time  rolls  on,  and  our  numbers  increaBC, 
we  must  expect  to  do  more  m  that  way. 

This  is  a  splendid  showing,  and  we  sincerely  congratulate  our  sister  upon  her 
prosperity  and  success.  Dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  six  new 
Chapters,  which  certainly  gives  no  indication  of  retrogression. 

We  fully  indorse  the  following,  our  own  experience  having  long  since  led  us  to 
the  same  conclusion : — 

Close  observation  has  shown  me  that  too  great  caution  cannot  be  exercised  in 
encouraging  new  Chapters  of  the  endurance  of  which  there  is  any  doubt.  Better 
far  that  they  should  be  checked  for  a  year  or  two,  or  nipped  in  the  bud  altogether, 
than  be  permitted  to  spring  up  like  mushrooms  only  to  wither  and  die  when  the 
evanescent  purpose  of  their  creation  has  been  attained. 

The  Reports  of  the  District  Superintendents  show  a  very  flourishing  and  prosper- 
ous condition  of  the  subordinates,  and  although  a  few  are  not  so  vigorous  as  could 
be  desired,  yet  the  majority  appear  to  be  doing  good  work,  and  the  weaker  ones  are 
only  weak  through  an  injudicious  selection  of  their  principal  officers. 

We  note  the  following  decisions  as  of  general  interest  to  the  Craft: 

In  the  matter  of  jurisprudence,  I  have  had  five  questions  presented  during  the 
year,  which  possess  special  interest.  The  rulings  thereon  should  be  confirmed,  if 
approved,  for  future  guidance.    They  are  as  follows,  viz. : — 

1.  What  is  the  position  of  a  Principal  who  fills  a  chair  in  a  Chapter  for  only  four 
or  five  months,  and  is  then  succeeded  on  election  by  another  companion.  Dues  he 
retain  past  rank,  with  full  privileges,  or  does  he  forfeit  the  right  of  sitting  and  voting 
in  Grand  Chapter  ? 
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Ruled— Th&t  a  Principal  mast  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  for  tw^elve  months 
to  be  entitled  to  paat  rank ;  and  unless  he  so  serves  he  can  only  sit  in  Grand  Chapter 
daring  his  service  as  such  Principal.  After  vacating  his  chair  he  loses  all  rights  and 
privileges  that  would  otherwise  follow,  except  that  of  being  present  at  Council 
openings  or  installations  as  far  as  his  rank  will  permit, 

2.  Is  it  according  to  Constitution  to  advance  a  3d  or  2d  Principal  to  the  next 
chair  when  he  has  not  performed  his  work  nor  made  any  attempt  to  get  it  up, 
although  a  regular  attendant  at  ever^  Convocation  ? 

^uled— That,  while  the  Constitution  is  silent  upon  the  promotion  to  chairs  of  un- 
qualified companions,  the  practice  governing  installations  of  Principals  clearly  pro- 
hibits such  advancement.  Hence,  no  Z.  or  P.  Z.  should  taHe  part  in  a  Council  of  I. 
P. 'a  for  installation  purposes,  unless  well  satisfied  that  the  P.  elect  is  qualified  to  per- 
form the  duties  accepted.  It  is  clearly  irregular  for  an  installing  Council  to  take  it 
for  granted  that  Comp.  A  or  B.  having  been  elected  to  a  chair,  is  mentally  compe- 
tent to  discbarge  its  duties.  Careful  examination  is  the  only  recognized  test  of  com- 
petency, without  which  proving  satisfactory,  no  installation  should  be  allowed. 

3.  Is  a  Chapter  regularly  assembled  or  legally  constituted  for  business  or  work, 
at  which  a  less  number  than  nine  members  are  present,  the  balance  being  made  up 
of  say  four  or  five  visiting  companions,  who  can  neither  vote  nor  perform  any  duty 
at  the  Convocation,  except  by  courtesy  or  sufferance  ;  and  is  it  proper  to  hold  any 
Convocation,  regular  or  emergent,  unless  at  least  nine  bona  Jide  members  are 
present? 

Buled—Thht  while  custom  and  occasional  necessity  have  tolerated  the  permitting 
of  visitors  at  Chapter  Convocations  filling  offices  and  otherwise  aiding  a  less  number 
than  nine  members  in  disposing  of  business  and  work,  a  strict  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution  (^oide  sections  1  and  2  of  "  Subordinate  Chapters,'^)  settles  it  very  clearly 
to  my  mind  that  a  Chapter  is  not  legally  constituted  nor  assembled  if  nine  subscrib- 
ing members  be  not  present.  Visitors  of  superior  skill  may  be  invited  to  "  assist  in 
carrying  on  the  Lord  s  work,*'  instead  of  unskilled  officers  ;  but  unless  so  invited, 
they  become  simply  spectators,  without  authority  to  do  other  than  look  on.  There- 
fore, any  ballot  passed,  any  vote  taken,  or  other  business  done,  unless  nine  bona 
fide  members  attend  and  remain  present  during  the  Convocation,  would  he  liable,  on 
protest,  to  be  quashed. 

4.  When  a  summons  has  issued  for  a  regular  Convocation,  containing  the  names 
of  several  candidates  to  be  balloted  for,  has  the  Z.  a  right,  upon  his  own  mere  ipse 
dixit,  to  defer  to  another  Convocation  any  of  such  ballots  ? 

iiuZed— Yes.  The  Z.  being  supreme  in  his  own  Chapter,  and  subject  only  to 
higher  authority,  may,  for  cause  which  to  him  -appears  sufficient,  defer  any  and  all 
ballots  BO  notified ;  provided  that  when  the  ballots  are  subsequently  taken  due  notice 
is  given  to  every  member  {vide  section  1,  "  Proposing  Blembers").  There  would,  of 
course,  be  a  limit  to  deferring  ballots  in  this  way,  which  a  superior  officer  would  deal 
With  when  his  interference  is  sought,  as  the  circumstances  might  require. 

5.  Is  a  Master  Mason,  who  lost  his  arm,  hand  or  leg  in  boyhood,  an  eligible  can- 
didate for  Chapter  degrees?  . 

JiiUed— That  physical  defects  of  this  nature  not  only  disqualify  any  applicant  for 
capitular  advancement,  but  would  also  violate  a  well-known  landmark,  by  which 
Chapters  as  well  as  Lodges  are  bound.  A  candidate  so  disabled  would  be  iucapable 
of  doing  the  work  of  a  Craftsman,  and  consequently  unable  to  prove  himself  to  be 
one  when  called  upon  so  to  do. 

All  which  decisions  we  indorse  as  sound,  although  the  committee  to  whom  the 
Address  of  the  Grand  Z.  was  referred  dissented  from  the  third,  and  their  dissent  was 
sustained  by  the  Grand  Chapter ;  yet  we  believe  the  decision  to  be  correct,  and  that 
no  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  can  be  legally  opened  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness unless  nine  of  its  members  are  present. 

He  warmly  compliments  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  for  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  his  duties  have  been  discharged,  and  recommends  that  an  office  be  pro- 
vided for  him  in  which  all  the  records  and  books  of  the  Order  may  be  properly  kept, 
and  where  he  may  be  consulted  more  appropriately  upon  business  appertaining  to 
bis  office  than  at  his  own  apartments,  as  at  present. 

The  B,\  E,\  Comp.  Hbnby  Macpherson  presented  his  credentials  as  the  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California,  and  was  received  and  greeted  with  the 
nsual  honors. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Henry  Robertson,  and 
is  a  paper  which  does  him  credit.  He  reviews  the  transactions  of  twenty-six  Grand 
Chapters,  also  those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States.    Callforaik 
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for  1875  is  notloed  kindly  and  approvingly.  He  characterizes  onr  Report  for  that 
year  as  an  excellent  one,  for  which  compliment  he  has  onr  thanks.  He  qnotes  that 
portion  of  onr  remarks  in  onr  review,  of  Masaachnsetts  relattye  to  the  Barial  Service, 
which  he  says  has  his  hearty  indorsement.  In  his  review  of  Indiana,  Comp.  Robebt- 
80N  says: — 

Comp.  Albx.  Thomas  notices  Canada  for  1873  in  his  Report  on  Correspondence. 
He  again  raises  the  old  question  of  the  titles  of  onr  officers,  and  thinks  we  should 
change  so  as  to  be  uniform  with  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States.  We  hav% 
folly  discnssed  this  qaestion  in  former  reports,  and  are  glad  to  find  that  Comp. 
THosiAS  does  not  say  that  they  are  right  in  the  titles  they  nse,  but  simply  asks  ns  to 
change  because  one  can  change  more  easily  than  so  many.  We  would  be  glad  to 
have  uniformity,  but  we  cannot  consent  to  participate  in  the  perpetuation  of  airron^, 
and  we  stand  by  the  ancient  customs. 

We  concur. 

In  his  review  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  he  quotes  copiously  ftrom  the  Address 
of  General  Grand  High  Priest  Dbummond,  and  glares  his  more  important  decisions 
without  comment. 

Comp.  RoBXBTSOR  closes  his  interesting  report  as  follows :  ''We  rejoice  at  the 
harmony  so  generally  prevailing  among  a)  iRoyal  Arch  Masons,  and  trust  that  it  may 
long  continue.''    To  which  we  respond,  '*Amen,  so  mote  it  be.'' 

The  M.'.  E.\  L.  H.  Hekdkrson  was  elected  Grand  Z.,  and  the  R,\  E,\  R.  P. 
SrBPHXNS  was  re-elected  Grand  Srribe  E.    Address :  Toronto. 

COLORADO. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  May,  1875,  a  Convention  assembled  in  the  city  of  Denver, 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado.  Five  Chapters,  hold- 
ing warrants  from  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  were  represented. 
A  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and  Rules  of  Order  were  adopted,  the  organization  perfect, 
ed,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  became  a  fixed  fact. 

The  if.*.  J?.'.  WiLLUM  N.  Btebs  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,\  E,\ 
Ed.  C.  Pabmblxb  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Th^  flrtft  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Denver,  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  September,  1875,— the  M,\  E.\  William  N.  Btkbs,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre. 
siding,  the  R,\  K\  Ed.  C.  Pabmsleb  being  Grand  Secretary.  All  the  Chapters  were 
represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  very  brief,  as  might  be  expected,  as  hi 
the  short  period  between  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  its  first  Annual 
Convocation  but  little  had  been  done.  He  congratulates  his  companions  upon  the 
auspicious  organization  and  bright  prospects  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  notwithstand 
ing  the  present  unfavorable  condition  of  business  which  has  somewhat  retarded  the 
growth  of  Masonry  in  the  Territory,  he  believes  that  the  zeal,  earnestness  and  sincer- 
ity of  the  brethren  and  companions  will  triumph  over  all  obstacles,  and  that  the  tardy 
wheels  of  ^Masonic  progress  will  soon  acquire  an  accelerated  motion.  He  wisely 
recommends  that  immediate  provision  be  made  to  secure  a  uniformity  of  work,  and 
now,  while  but  five  Chapters  are  numbered  upon  the  registry,  such  a  result  may 
easily  be  obtained.  He  warns  the  companions  against  the  machinations  of  impos- 
tors, and  enjoins  npon  them  a  ceaseless  vigilance  in  guarding  the  portals  of  the  sa- 
cred tabernacle. 

The  several  Chapters  surrendered  the  charters  previously  held  f^om  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  and  received  in  lieu  thereof  Charters  f^om  the  new  Grand  Chapter. 
Two  dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formations  of  new  Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  ^reports  that  he  had  been  appointed  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest  of  South  Carolina,  the  representative  of  that  Grand  Body  near  the  Grand  Chap, 
ter  of  Colorado,  and  that  he  had  reciprocated  the  courtesy  by  appointing  a  distin- 
guished  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  as  the  representative  of  this 
Grami  Chapter  in  that  Jurisdiction.    He  recommended  the  Chapters  to  be  particular 
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in  their  observance  of  the  regulation  relative  to  the  selection  and  recording  of  marks, 
and  also  that  they  be  more  strict  and  prompt  in  the  collections  of  monthly  or,  annual 
daes,  for  these,  he  truly  observes,  are  the  "  life  blood  of  our  organizations,  and  are 
easiest  paid  in  frequent  and  small  installments." 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  on  hand  of  $281  50. 

Comp.  Pabmblbb,  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  reported  that,  as  but 
five  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Chapters  had  been  received,  no  report 
had  been  prepared. 

The  Representative  system  was  adopted  by  resolution  and  the  Grand  Officers  were 
authorized  to  reciprocate  all  such  appointments. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  *'  dull  times  "  in  their  department,  and 
that  matters  were  grievously  harmonious. 

A  Committee  on  Work  was  appointed,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  sub- 
ordinate Chapter,  to  adopt  a  uniform  system  and  exemplify  the  same  at  the  next 
Annual  Convocation. 

The  five  chartered  Chapters,  with  two  under  dispensation,  have  an  aggregate 
membership  of  293. 

From  the  table  of  statistics  we  learn  the  fact,  to  us,  somewhat  singular,  that  the 
two  Chapters  under  dispensation  have  each  but  six  members,  and  how  a  Chapter  can 
be  opened  and  work  done  with  this  number  puzzles  us  exceedingly.  Please,  Comp. 
Fabicblke,  explain. 

We  wish  our  new  sister  a  prosperous  and  harmonious  course,  and  may  the  bright 
horizon  of  her  existence  never  be  dimmed  by  the  clouds  of  discord  or  contention. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address : 
Georgetown. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  held  its  seventy-seventh  Annual  Convocation 
in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Hay,  1875, — the  M.\  E.\  Edwjvh 
TwESDY,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E,\  Joseph  E.  Whbeleb  being 
Grand  Secretary.    Thirty  .two  subordiate  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  an  interesting  and  ably  written  paper. 
In  paying  a  fraternal  tribute  to  the  memory  of  those  whose  life  labor  has  closed 
during  the  year,  he  says  :— 

Those  of  you  who  have  attended  these  Annual  Convocations  for  a  series  of  years, 
mnst  be  impressed,  as  I  am,  by  the  silent,  thoagh  resistless  change  that  is  con- 
tinuously taking  place  among  us. 

We  gather  from  year  to  year  about  a  common  altar ;  look  into  familiar  faces ; 
olas'p  hands  that  have  often  met  our  grasp  before ;  receive  a  kind  welcome  in  tones 
that  have  long  been  pleasant  to  our  ears ;  and,  with  hearts  full  of  gladness,  thank 
God  that  we  are  permitted  to  meet  with  numbers  undiminished,  and  in  pleasant  inter- 
course knit  still  more  closely  the  ties  that  bind  us  together.  But,  after  the  first  flush 
of  greeting  is  over,  as  we  look  about  us,  we  discover  that  here  and  there  a  well- 
known  form  is  missing — an  old  comrade  has  dropped  from  the  ranks — and  bis  place 
is  filled  by  a  new  recruit,  who,^perhaps,  in  a  short  time,  will  fill  an  equal  place  in 
our  affections  and  labors. 

These  changes,  so  gradual  as  scarcely  to  excite  our  serious  attention,  are  yet  so 
unceasing,  that  those  of  us  who  were  members  of  this  Body  a  dozen  years  ago,  can 
probably  connt  upon  our  fingers  all  now  present  who  were  associated  with  us  then. 
The  rest — ^the  companions  of  former  days — where  are  they?  By  time  and  circnm- 
stance  the  official  connection  of  a  large  number  with  their  respective  Chapters,  and 
with  us.  has  been  severed.  Some  have  lett  our  jurisdiction,  and  entered  into  new 
Masonic  Associations  elsewhere ;  while  many,  very  many,  have  finished  their  earthly 
pilgrimage,  and  have  gone  from  us  forever. 

He  is  no  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  special  dispensations,  except  in  rare  and 
exigent  cases,  having  refused  several  applications  for  such  instruments,  and  in  his 
views  of  the  matter  we  heartily  concur. 

An  appeal  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Washington  National  Monument  Association 
for  aid  from  the  various  Chapters  having  been  made,  the  Grand  High  Priest  thus 
expresses  his  ideas  and  ours  of  such  contributions : — 
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The  Association  does  not  ask  for  individual  pledges,  bat  for  oar  contribntions  as 
Chapters.  I  do  not  think  we  can  pronerly  give  them.  The  fands  of  our  Chapters,  I 
consider,  are  sacred  trusts  in  oar  bands,  to  be  ased  only  for  necessary  expenses  and 
for  purposes  of  charity.  To  divert  them  to  any  other  use.  however  worthy,  is  to 
establish  a  precedent  that  may  work  great  mischief  in  the  future. 

He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  loyalty  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  devotes 
a  considerable  portion  of  his  address  to  that  subject.  He  thinks  the  hold  of  that 
Body  upon  the  **  affections  of  the  craft  would  be  much  strengthened  if  some  of  the 
members  could  restrain  their  desire  for  constitutional  amendments,"  no  less  than  five 
having  been  presented  at  the  last  triennial  convocation;  one  of  which,  contem- 
plating the  admission  of  Past  High  Priests  to  membership  in  the  several  Grand 
Chapters,  he  regards  with  special  disfavor,  as  he  says  its  adoption  would  "tend  to 
destroy  the  representative  character  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  which  is  the  true  source 
of  their  power  and  influence.'' 

In  this  jurisdiction  Past  High  Priests  are  quasi  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  are  entitled  to  a  seat  and  voice  therein,  but  have  no  individual  vote.  If  a  Chapter 
has  a  dozen  Past  High  Priests,  they  have  but  one  vote  collectively,  and  a  majority  of 
them  must  agree  how  that  vote  shall  be  cast  in  all  matters  of  controversy. 

He  is  eminently  sound  on  the  value  of  Reports  on  Correspondence,  upon  which 
subject  he  discourses  as  follows : — 

It  has  been  suggested  as  a  measure  of  economy  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence  should  not  be  printed  with  onr  proceedings.  I  should  consider 
the  adoption  of  such  a  suggestion  a  serious  error.  I  regard  tne  work  that  is  being 
done  by  these  committees  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  of  great  value  to  the  Craft, 
and  deserving  of  better  encouragement  than  it  sometimes  receives.  To  it,  more 
than  to  anything  else,  are  we  indebted  for  greater  conformity  of  legislation,  a  cor- 
rect interpretation  of  the  principles  of  Masonic  Law,  and  a  general  diffusion  of  infor- 
mation respecting  matters  of  Royal  Arch  historv  and  government.  By  it  we  are 
brought  into  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  thought  and  actions  of  our  compan- 
ions of  every  jurisdiction,  and  are  made  to  realize  more  fully  onr  mutual  dependence 
and  identity  of  interests.  It  tends,  also,  to  prevent  crndeness  and  laxity  in  matters 
of  legislation  and  government.  The  consciousness  that  the  work  which  we  are 
doing  here  to-day  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  candid  criticism  of  some  of  the  best 
minds  and  ablest  pens  to  be  found  among  the  Craft,  will  naturally  induce .  our  best 
efforts  to  make  that  work  such  as  to  command  the  approval  of  all  intelligent  com- 
panions. It  is  true  that  the  reports  of  some  of  these  committees  are  not  themselves 
above  criticism.  But  who  among  us  is  perfect?  As  a  rule,  they  are  worthy  of  high 
praise ;  and  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  labors  of 
these  companions,  who,  in  many  cases,  at  great  sacrifice  of  their  personal  interests, 
have  given  freely  of  their  time  and  talents  for  the  general  good.  The  General  Grand 
High  Priest,  in  alluding  to  the  death  of  companion  William  Storer,  said  that  bis 
"  reports  on  Correspondence  gave  him  and  his  Grand  Chapter  a  national  reputation  " 
— a  reputation  which  I  am  sure  has  been  fully  sustained  by  his  successors.  We 
should  fail  in  onr  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  the  companions  of  other  juriBdictions,  and 
do  great  injustice  to  our  committee  (inasmuch  as  his  report  can  reach  the  com- 
panions in  no  other  way,)  if  we  dispensed  with  the  usual  publication.  The  cost  is 
fully  justified  by  the  value  of  the  work. 

He  is  not  in  favor  of  the  Representative  system,  and  enters  into  quite  a  lengthy 
argument  to  prove  its  inutility  ;  yet  the  system  finds  favor  everywhere,  and  one 
after  another  the  objectors  to  it  give  np  the  contest,  and  quietly  acquiesce  in  its 
adoption.  His  closing  remarks  are  so  pertinent  and  full  of  wisdom  that  we  give 
them  entire,  fully  indorsing  the  truth  and  soundness  of  the  doctrines  enunciated : — 

And  if  intellectual  qualifications  are  so  important  in  the  officers  of  Chapters,  how 
much  more  important,  yes,  indispensable,  are  proper  moral  qualifications.  Of  what 
value  are  our  professions  that  Masonry  is  a  moral  institution,  and  that  our  connec- 
tion with  it  tenas  to  make  us  wiser  and  better  men,  if  we  exalt  profligacy,  intemper- 
ance, and  immorality  to  our  high  places  ?  How  can  we  expect  to  succeed  in  our 
search  after  truth  if  we  willingly  follow  the  lead  of  those  whose  everyday  life  gives 
the  lie  to  their  pretentions?  Shall  we  not  rather  fall  into  the  depths  of  error,  ruin, 
and  disgrace?  By  the  world  we  shall  be  judged  by  our  acts,  not  bv  our  professions. 
The  character  and  standing  of  our  members,  and  particularly  of  those  of  whom  we 
select  as  our  leaders,  afford  the  surest  test  of  our  sincerity  and  attachment  to  our 
principles.    We  cannot  complain  if  others  do  not  show  a  higher  appreciation  of  the 
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yalae  of  oar  inetitation  than  we  oaraelves  do,  if  we  are  willing  to  intrust  its  highest 
and  dearest  interests  to  the  keeping  of  those  who  bear  a  doubtful  reputation  in  their 
community.  My  companions,  if  we  would  extend  the  influence  and  usefulness 
of  our  Order.;  if  we  would  retain  our  own  self-respect,  and  the  esteem  of  our  fellow- 
men,  and  save  our  Chapters  from  a  moral  blight  worse  than  death,  let  us  exercise 
the  most  watchful  care  and  jealous  scrutiny  in  the  admission  of  all  new  members 
within  our  portals,  and  particularly  in  the  selection  of  those  whom  we  invest  witti 
the  power  and  responsibility,  the  high  and  sacred  trusts  of  office.  And,  above  all, 
let  each  and  every  one  of  us,  in  whatever  station  in  life  we  may  be  placed,  by  virtu- 
ous conduct,  by  temperate  living,  by  charitable  deedH,  by  obedience  to  law,  by  dili- 
gence in  business,  by  just  and  honest  dealing,  strive  with  all  earnestness  to  give 
evidence  of  the  pure  and  ennobling  influence  of  the  principles  and  precepts  of  Ma- 
sonry. Thus  shall  we  justify  our  faith  before  the  world.*  Thus  shall  we  preserve 
unimpaired  the  priceless  inheritance  which  we  have  received  from  our  fathers,  and 
transmit  it,  in  all  its  beauty,  purity,  and  integrity,  to  our  latest  posterity. 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  presented  a  report  in  which  he  gives  a  brief  but 

interesting  acconnt  of  the  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at 

Nashville.    He  says : 

The  great  good  accomplished  by  these  Triennial  Convocations,  and  benefit  arising 
therefrom  to  us,  not  as  Masons  only,  but  as  cUizens^  is  incalculable,  drawing  together, 
as  it  does,  the  companions  from  all  parts  of  our  country,  north,  south,  east  and  west, 
in  one  fraternal  gathering,  where  they  learn  to  "know  each  other  better,  and  love 
each  other  more,''  each  and  everyone  of  them  pledged  to  maintain  the  principles  of 
morality,  justice  and'brotherly  love ;  surely  there  ought  and  imlZ  go  out  from  such  a 
meeting  together  of  companions  and  brothers,  a  ''mignty  infiuence  for  good." 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  report  dull  times  in  their  department  and  complain 
of  an  entire  lack  of  patronage,  which  speaks  well  for  the  harmonious  condition  of 
the  craft  in  that  favored  jurisdiction. 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  by  Comp.  John  N.  Lewis  : 

Resolved,  That  no  Chapter  shall  hereafter  be  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
subordinate  Chapter,  unless  the  application  therefor  shall  be  accompanied  by  the 
dimitsofall  the  proposed  charter  members,  not  made  therein  under  dispensation ; 
such  dimits  to  state  upon  their  face  that  they  are  to  take  effect  onJIy  upon  the  grant- 
ing of  such  charter. 

Which  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  An- 
nual Convocation. 

In  California,  no  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  can  be  issued, 
unless  the  petition  therefor  be  accompanied  by  the  dimits  of  all  the  petitioners  ;  and 
this  we  hold  to  be  a  good  rule,  as  it  tends  to  discourage  the  unnecessary  multiplica- 
tion of  Chapters,  which  are  too  often  organized  in  localities  where  there  is  no  legiti- 
mate field  for  their  labors,  and  frequently  to  the  great  detriment  of  existing  Chap- 
ters, merely  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  a  few  aspiring  individuals  who  have  an  itch- 
ing palm  for  title  and  office. 

With  the  proceedings,  we  received  a  reprint  of  the  earlier  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  from  its  organization  in  1798,  down  to  1853,  for  which  we  return 
thanks. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  ftrom  the  graceful  pen  of  Comp.  John  N. 

Lewis,  who,  while  giving  the  details  of  the  transactions  of  sister  Grand  Chapters, 

always  contrives  to  clothe  them  in  language  which  is  interesting,  instructive,  and 

thoroughly  readable.    In  his  fire liminary  remarks  he  very  truly  says : 

The  experience  of  the  pant  three  years  has  convinced  us  of  the  impossibility  of 
preparing  such  a  report  as  would  do  justice  to  the  important  subjects  considered,  and 
garner  for  you  a  full  harvest  of  the  pleasure  and  profit  to  be  derived  from  perusing 
the  current  records  and  writings  of  the  Craft  elsewhere,  unless  we  should  devote  to 
the  labor,  vastly  more  time  than  can  be  withdrawn  from  his  other  duties  and  engage- 
ments, by  any  business  man,  without  material  pecuniary  sacrifice. 

Few  persons  can  appreciate,  unless  taught  by  personal  experience,  the  amount  of 

time  and  labor  expended  in  the  preparation  of  a  thorough,  carefully  digested  and 

conscientious  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  we  are  not  surprised  that  Comp.  Lewis 

should  wish  to  retire  from  a  work  which,  pecuniarily,  is  so  far  from  profitable  ;  yet 

there  is  a  reward,  greater  than  that  of  lucre,  which  prompts  many  of  us  to  persevere 
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year  after  year  iothia  line  of  labor.  The  privilege  of  commnninR  annoally  with  those 
whose  long  experience  in  Masonic  affairs  have  qualified  them  to  be  teachers ;  to  in- 
terchange fraternal  ideas,  opinions,  and  sentiments  ;  to  discuss  with  them  those  doc- 
trines and  principles  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion ;  to  oppose  by  coarteons  argument  that  which  we  believe  to  be  wrong,  and  en- 
deavor to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  others  oar  own  convictions  of  right ;  to  hope  to 
be  the  means  of  making  darkness  light  in  the  pathway  of  some  seeker  after  truth ; 
in  short,  to  receive  and  impart  information :  these  are  the  inducements  which  lead 
many  to  burn  the  midnight  gas  in  preparing  these  reports  ;  and  if,  in  the  consump- 
tion of  material,  some  small  portion  of  that  gas  should  become  incorporated  with  the 
reports,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  and  is  altogether  excusable. 

We  hopeComp.  Lewis  will  not  *'  become  weary  in  well  doing,"  but  still  continue 
to  furnish  the  annual  "  feast  of  fat  things"  hitherto  produced  in  his  reports.  The 
guests  at  his  annual  feast  are  not  so  numerous  this  year  as  usual,  only  twenty-one 
answering  to  roll-call.  Comp.  Lkwis  regrets  the  absence  of  so  many  who  should  be 
present,  but  quietly  hints  that  the  absentees  will  be  likely  to  congratulate  themselves 
when  they  see  how  those  in  attendance  are  handled.  In  his  review  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  Comp.  Lewis  quotes  the  following  from  the  Address  of  the  General 
Grand  High  Priest : 

It  seems  to  be  well  settled  that,  in  the  absence  of  express  regulations,  bodies  U. 
D.  cannot  elect  officers,  make  by-laws,  afflliate|member8,  or  exercise  any  disciplinary 
powers  whatever.  I,  therefore,  in  the  oase  referred  to  me,  quashed  the  proceedings 
for  want  of  jurisdiction. 

Inasmuch  as  Chapters  U.  D.  created  by  your  officers  may  exist  nearly  three  years 
before  a  charter  can  be  applied  for,  I  Earnestly  recommend  that  you  adopt  specific 
regulations  defining  their  powers  and  privileges,  and  authorizing  them  to  exercise  ' 
all  the  powers  of  chartered  Chapters,  save  the  installation  of  officers. 

The  law  upon  this  subject  seems  to  have  been  originaUy  based  upon  a  false 
assumption  of  fact — that  these  bodies  are  the  creatures  of  the  officer  issuing  the  dis- 
pensation. It  was  said  that  charters  were  issued  only  by  Grand  Lodges,  while  dis- 
Sensations  were  issued  by  Grand  Masters  by  virtue  of  the  preroaaHve  of  their  office, 
lut  all  Grand  Lodge  Constitutions  expressly  authorize  the  Grand  Master  to  issue  dis- 
Sensations  for  new  Lodges  under  certain  circumstances.  A  dispensation  by  the 
rand  Master  is  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  much  as  a  charter 
ordered  by  it  and  signed  by  him.  The  idea,  therefore,  that  a  Lodge  U.  D.  is  a  mere 
creature  of  a  Grand  Master  by  virtue  of  an  authority  inherent  in  his  office,  is  a  false 
one ;  and  there  is<no  reason  why  bodies  U.  D.  may  not  be  invested  with  all  powers 
necessary  for  their  convenient  operation.  • 

Which  doctrine  we  hold  to  be  good,  sound  common  sense ;  bit  Comp.  Lewis 
thinks  otherwise.    He  says : — 

There  may  be  reason  that  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  second  paragraph 
quoted  should  be  adopted,  in  the  fact  that  the  G.  G.  C.  meets  but  once  in  threa 
years  ;  at  all  events  it  was  adopted,  and  so  long  as  such  doctrine  and  practice  does 
not  intrude  itself  into  State  Grand  Chapters,  we  do  not  think  it  of  much  consequence. 
But  we  have  a  word  to  say  concerning  the  argument  of  Comp.  Drummond  in  support  ' 
of  his  recommendation.  We  believe  the  facts  are  precisely  the  converse  of  what  he 
assumes ;  that  Masonic  bodies  U.  D.  are  the  creatures  of  the  officer  issuing  the  dis- 
pensation, and  that  the  dispensation  is  and  always  was  issued  by  the  officer  by  virtue 
of  official  prerogative.  Tnere  is  not  a  word  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Connecticut,  or  of  any  other  Grand  Lodge  that  ^we  ever  perused,  conferring 
authority  upon  the  Grand  Master  to  issue  dispensations.  We  believe  that  power  has 
been  a  prerogative  of  the  office  from  time  immemorial ;  it  certainly  has  been  since 
1720,  as  appears  by  the  General  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
adopted  at  that  time,  and  declared  by  that  Grand  Body  to  have  been  "compared 
with  and  reduced  to  the  ancient  records  and  immemorial  usages  of  the  Fraternity." 
We  very  much  regret  to  see  the  doctrine  that  the  Grand  Master  is  the  creature  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  or,  if  you  please,  the  creature  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution, 
receiving  such  distinguished  support.  We  believe  such  doctrine  utterly  subversive 
of  all  that  distinguishes  the  Masonic  from  the  civil  polity,  and  that  its  prevalence 
would  work  the  extinction  of  our  order. 

The  theory  that  Masonic  Bodies  under  dispensation  are  simply  inchoate  organiza- 
tions, with  no  powers  but  to  confer  degrees,  is  pretty  thoroughly  exploded,  and  we 
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are  somewhat  surprised  that  a  companion  of  the  experience  and  learning  of  Oomp. 
Lkwis  should  advocate  such  a  doctrine,  when  the  weight  of  opinion  is  so  clearly 
against  it  The  Lodge  under  dispensation,  as  Comp.  Dbummond  truly  says,  receives 
its  authority  from  the  Grand  Mastar  as  the  agent  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  not  "by 
virtue  of  the  prerogative  of  his  office." 

We  have  never  perused  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  and 
therefore  cannot  say  whether  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Grand  Master  are  therein 
defined ;  but  all  the  constitutions  which  have  come  under  our  notice,  and  they  are  not 
a  few,  clearly  define  those  powers  and  duties,  and  expressly  state  when,  for  what 
purpose,  and  under  what  restrictions  the  Grand  Master  may  grant  dispensations. 

If  Comp.  Lewis  has  failed  to  find  in  any  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitutions  which 
be  has  perused  a  clause  conferring  authority  on  the  Grand  Master  to  issue  dispensa- 
tions, we  fear  his  researches  in  that  particular  line  of  literature  have  not  been  very 
thorough  or  extensive.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  him  to  a  few  where  such  authority  will 
be  found,  and  had  we  time  could  cite  many  others,  but  the  following  are  sufficient 
for  our  present  purpose:  Alabama,  Florida,  California,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Maine,  Vermont,  and  New  Hampshire. 

Now,  as  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Grand  Master  are  prescribed  and  reitricted 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  what  is  he  but  its  creature,  elected  by  it  to 
perform  certain  duties  as  its  agent  and  executive  officer?  If  the  will  of  the  Grand 
Master  is  superior  to  the  law,  of  what  avail  are  our  Constitutions?  We  may  as  well 
abolish  them  at  once,  and  place  the  supreme  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand 
Master  as  autocrat  and  dictator.  Even  the  ancient  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England,  of  which  Comp.  Lbwis  speaks,  provide  for  disciplining  the  Grand  Master, 
should  necessity  require  such  action. 

Article  YU  says :  **  If  the  Grand  Master  should  abuse  his  power,  and  render  him- 
self unworthy  the  obedience  of  the  Lodges,  he  shall  be  subjected  to  some  new 
regulation  dictated  by  the  occasion  ;  because  hitherto  the  ancient  fraternity  have 
had  no  reason  to  provide  for  an  event  that  they  presume  never  will  happen." 

We  think  Comp.  Dsummond's  ideas  are  sound  on  this  question,  and  we  are  glad 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  had  the  good  sense  to  adopt  his  recommendation. 

Upon  California  for  187i,  Comp.  Lewis  bestows  a  generous  share  of  his  attention. 
He  is  careful  to  give  us  our  full  complements  of  names,  and  says  our  report  is  "well 
written  and  interesting,"  for  which  compliment  we  return  thanks.  He  quotes  our  re- 
marks upon  the  prerogative  question,  and  respectfully  begs  leave  to  dissent.  He  has 
again  betrayed  us  into  a  discussion  upon  the  subject,  but  we  promise  to  do  so  no 
more.  With  reference  to  our  explanation  of  the  absence  of  Principal  Sojourner  in 
the  list  of  our  Grand  Officers  he  says : 

And  yet,  the  whole  evening  of  the  first  day  of  Convocation  was  devoted  to  the 
exemplification  of  the  work,  we  simply  ask  if  that  should  not  rightftilly  be  done  by 
the  Grand  Officers,  and  if  a  Principal  Sojourner  be  not  necessary  to  the  ceremony. 
It  will  hardly  do  for  him  to  say  that  they  can  appoint  pro  tempore,  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  presented  by  the  Committee  on  Uniformity  which  we  have 
quoted. 

For  the  information  of  Comp.  Lewis  we  will  state  that  the  work  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion is  not  exemplified  in  Grand  Chapter  by  the  Grand  Officers,  but  by  the  Grand 
Lecturer,  with  such  assistants  as  he  may  select. 

We  are  reluctantly  obliged  to  lay  down  this  excellent  report  without  making  ftir- 
ther  extracts,  as  we  have  already  exceeded  our  bounds ;  but,  when  we  get  hold  of 
Lewis,  we  have  an  irresistible  inclination  to  write.  Upon  some  points  we  cannot 
ag^ee,  but  we  can  honestly  diifer  in  opinion  without  interfering  with  each  other's  j^ra- 
rogativet. 

The  M.\  E.\  Edmund  Tweedy  was  re-elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B.%  K\ 
Joseph  E.  Whebleb  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Hartford. 
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DELAWARE. 

The  seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Wilmington  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Jannary,  1R76,— the  M,',  E.\  George 
W.  Stone,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.''  E,'.  J.  P.  Allvond  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Six  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

We  infer  from  the  following  extract  f^om  Uie  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
that  he  has  enjoyed  a  sinecure  : 

Probably  no  Grand  High  Priest  ever  had  less  to  do  daring  a  term  of  office  than  I 
have  had  dnring  the  year  jast  ended.  Not  a  single  occarrence  has  taken  place  dar- 
ing the  year  that  has  called  for  any  action  of  sufficient  importance  to  bring  to  your 
notice. 

It  has  been  a  year  of  great  calm,  the  jurisdiction  is  peaceful  to  the  last  degree, 
and  harmonious  entirely.  Either  the  subordinate  Chapters  have  been  sweetly  sleep- 
ing, or  working  so  smoothly  and  quietly  as  not  to  need  any  attention  from  the  Grand 
High  Priest. 

The  Address  is  exceedingly  brief  and  is  confined  solely  to  local  aflbirs. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $167  20,  and, 
feeling  uncomfortable  with  so  large  an  amount  on  hand,  an  appropriation  of  140  was 
made  to  provide  a  lunch  for  the  next  Annual  Convocation. 

In  the  evening,  the  work  was  exemplified,  and  adopted  as  the  standard  w^rk  of 
the  jurisdiction.    There  are  six  subordinate  Chapters  borne  upon  the  registry^  with 
an  aggregate  membership  of  299.  .  There  is  no  Report,  on  Correspondence,  and  the 
whole  proceedings,  including  the  list  of  names  of  the  members  of  the  subordinate. 
Chapters,  are  embraced  in  a  pamphlet  of  twenty-thfee  pages.  *  5  ^  ^ 

The  M.'.  E.\  Willis  Holden  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,\  E,\J. 
P.  AxiJfOND  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Wilmington. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
A  Special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
held  in  the  City  of  Washington  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  1674,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  the  funeral  of  Bev.  Comp.  J.  N.  Coombs,  Grand  Chaplain,  and 
again  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  1875,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral 
of  Comp.  FsANK  G.  Daniels,  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 


The  Semi- Annual  Convocation  was  held  on  the  seventh  day  of  May,  1875. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  all  the  subordinate  Chapters  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  He  also  reported  having  appointed  Representatives  near  sixteen  sister 
Grand  Chapters,  California  among  the  number ;  Comp.  Chas.  Marsh  being  honored 
with  a  commission  as  Representative  near  our  Grand  Chapter.  No  business  of  gen- 
eral interest  was  transacted.  ^___^ 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  1875,— the 
M,\  E.\  Noble  D.  Larnbr,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.',  E,\  Lewis  G. 
Stephens  being  Grand  Secretary.  All  the  Bubordinate  Chapters,  eight  in  number, 
were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  reports  the  subordinate  Chapters  in  a 
"  fiourishing  and  most  satisfactory  condition ;"  he  having  ascertained  the  condition 
of  each  one  by  personal  inspection.  This  report  is  an  pnnsual  one  for  a  Grand  High 
Priest  to  make,  and  is  an  instance  of  duty  faithfully  performed  which  is  quite  refresh- 
ing ;  for  in  the  large  majority  of  addresses  of  presiding  Grand  Officers  we  find  the 
osual  stereotyped  paragraph,  "  Circumstances  beyond  my  control  have  prevented 
me,''  etc.  Most  Grand  High  Priests,  when  inducted  into  office,  doubtless  form  good 
resolutions  relative  to  this  important  part  of  their  duty,  and  some  few  faithfully  dis- 
charge it ;  but,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  inevitable  "  circumstances  "  are  sure  to 
occur. 

The  following  was  the  only  question  presented  for  his  decision  during  the  year, 
viE.: — 
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Can  a  Chapter  confer  the  Past  Master^s  Degree  upon  a  brother  who  has  been 
elected  Master  of  his  Lodge,  bat  who  is  not  a  candidate  for  the  Degrees  in  the 
Chapter  ?  , 

This  qnestion  I  unhesitatingly  answer  in  the  negative.  In  so  deciding,  com- 
panions, I  was  fully  aware  that  I  was  annulling  the  practice  which  has  always  pre- 
vailed in  our  jurisdiction  without  being  questioned :  at  the  same  time,  being  full^ 
convinced  of  the  correctness  of  my  views  upon  the  question  stated,  I  decided  it 
according  to  what  I  believed  to  be  the  correct  rule,  and  now  report  it  to  yon  for  such 
action  as  you  may  consider  necessary. 

We  fully  concnr  in  the  decision  above  quoted,  and  are  only  surprised  at  the  asser- 
tion that  a  prevalent  practice  was  annulled  thereby.  The  line  of  distinction  between 
the  virtual  and  actual  Past  Master,  is  clearly  drawn  by  all  recognized  Masonic  author- 
ities, and  what  right  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  can  have  to  confer  a  degree  npon  one  who 
has  not  regularly  applied  for  and  been  elected  to  receive  it  in  due  coarse  we  fail  to 
perceive.  He  speaks  in  glowing  terms  of  the  courtesy  and  hospitality  of  the  Com- 
panions of  Ncishville,  during  the  last  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  and  bestows  well-deserved  praise  npon  the  Address  of  the  General  Grand 
High  Priest,  Com  p.  Dbuicmomi). 

A  slight "  nnpleasantoesB  "  has  unfortunately  arisen  between  this  Grand  Chapter 
and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  an  allusion  to  which  is  made  in  our  last  review  of 
the  j>roceeding8  of  the  latter  Grand  Body.  From  the  following  extract  from  the 
Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  has  also  been  drawn  into  the  difficulty  :— 

>  ^  Cdmnanions :  Oh  the  2^h  of  November,  1873, 1  addressed  a  commanication  to  the 
Grand  Z.*.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  wherein  I  requested,  for  reasons  which 
will  be  presented  to  yon  this  evening,  that  he  revoke  the  commission  of  the  Grand 
Representative  of  his  Grand  Chapter  near  our  Grand  Chapter.  This  request  has  not 
been  complied  with,  although  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  directed  that  it  should 
be  complied  with.  Under  the  circumstances  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  have  pre- 
sented to  yon  ail  the  correspondence  which  has  been  had  on  this  subject  for  ^onr 
information  and  such  action  as  yon  may  deem  necessary  in  the  premises.  The  right 
of  your  Grand  High  Priest  to  make  the  request  will  not,  I  suppose,  be  questioned  for 

•  a  moment  by  any  companion  who  Is  familiar  with  the  Representative  system,  and  I 
am  sure  that  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Z.*.  of  Canada  to  comply  with  the 
request  made  will  be  looked  npon  as  an  act  of  disrespect  to  this  Grand  Chapter.  The 

J>resent  Grand  Z.*.  of  Canada  addressed  a  letter  to  our  Grand  Secretary  on  this  snb- 
ect  a  few  days  ago  (not  to  your  Grand  High  Priest,)  and  as  he  requests  that  it 
should  be  presented  to  you,  I  have  reqoested  oar  Committee  on  Correspondence  to 
insert  it,  together  with  all  the  other  correspondence  on  this  subject,  in  their  report, 
to  which  I  refer  you.  At  the  same  time,  I  addresssd  a  similar  communication  to  the 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  same  companion  being  the  Representative  of 
that  Grand  Chapter  also.  No  action  having  been  taken  by  him  in  relation  to  the 
subject,  I  have  also  had  inserted  In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
the  correspondence  had  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Nova  Scotia  on  this  subject, 
by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  J  waa  requeaied  by  him  to  give  my  reasons  for  making 
the  request.    This  request,  of  courWy  1  did  not  comply  wUh. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  this  matter  may  be  speedily  and  amicably  settled,  and  we 
think  by  a  little  mutual  concession  the  desired  result  may  be  attained.  That  onr 
companions  may  clearly  understand  the  nature  of  the  difficulty  we  publish  the  corres- 
pondence in  toil  and  leave  them  to  draw  their  own  conclusions,  simply  remarking, 
that  we  have  the  honor  to  represent  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  California,  and  should  we  become  cognizant  of  the  fact  that,  in  onr  repre- 
sentative capacity,  we  were  obnoxioas  to  our  Grand  High  Priest  or  Grand  Chapter, 
we  would  not  afford  the  Grand  Z.*.  of  Canada  an  opportunity  to  revoke  onr  commis- 
sion, but,  our  resignation  should  at  once  be  forwarded  to  that  officer  with  a  proper 
explanation  of  onr  action. 

The  following  correspondence,  which  will  place  the  whole  controversy  clearly 
before  our  readers,  we  extract  ftom  the  report  of  Comp.  MioGbottt,  of  the  District 
of  Colnmbia.    The  comments  npon  the  several  letters  are  his :— 
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Offigb  of  tbb  Gband  High  Pbibbt  of  thb  Obaxto  Botal  Aboh  Cbaptbb  of  the 

DzBTBioT  OF  Columbia. 

Washikotok,  NfnmfCber  26,  187S. 
Oomp.  8.  B.  Harmant  M.',  E,\  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 

Grand  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Canada. 

M.'.  E.'.  Companion— The  petsonal  relations  exiatinK  between  year  Grand  Bepre- 
aentative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  myself  being  of 
snch  a  character  as  to  prohioit  interconrae  between  him  and  myself,  I  am,  there- 
fore,  much  to  my  regret,  compelled  to  request  that  his  commission  as  your 
Representative  be  revoked,  and  that  some  other  companion,  whose  standing  and 
position  in  the  fraternity  will  command  the  respect  whico  a  Grand  Representative  is 
entitled  to,  be  appointed  in  his  stead.  Comp.  Mason  is  not  a  member  of  onr  Grand 
Chapter,  and,  therefore,  only  visits  the  same  through  courtesy.  He  has  never  filled 
a  higher  position  in  a  Chapter  than  that  of  Secretary,  and  his  interfereoce  lately  in 
matters  belonging  exclusively  to  members  of  onr  Grand  Chapter,  and  other  circum- 
stances not  necessary  to  mention,  has  made  him  very  obnoxious,  not  only  to  myself, 
bnt  to  a  very  large  number  of  the  members  of  onr  Grand  Chapter.  For  these,  and 
other  reasons  which  I  might  mention,  I  have,  after  consultation  with  our  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  Grand  Bcribe  and  other  companions,  concluded  to 
make  this  official  request  of  you  for  the  revocation  of  his  commission  as  your  Grand 
Representative. 

with  the  hope  that  the  fraternal  relations  at  present  existing  between  onr  two 
Grand  Chapters  may  continue, 

I  remain  yours,  truly  and  fVatemally, 

NOBLE  D.  LARNER, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter 

of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

P.  8.— I  would  recommend  M.*.  E.*.  Comp.  Joseph  Daniels,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  as  one  in  every  way  qualified  for  the  position  of  your 
Representative.    (Signed) 

N.  D.  L., 

G.  H.  P. 

After  carefully  considering  the  reanest  contained  in  the  above,  I  directed  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  to  write  the  M.'.  E.*.  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
informing  him  of  mv  decision.  Accordingly,  on  the  4th  day  of  March  last,  he 
addressed  to  him  the  following  communication  : — 

Gbamd  Chapter  of  Canada,  Oxfiob  of  thb  Gband  Sobibb  £.,  ) 

Hamilton  (Got.),  4ih  March,  1874.  { 

JVbbZe  D.  Lamer f  JSaq,,  Grand  High  PriesP, 

Grand  Chapter  District  of  Cotumbia : 

Dbab  Sib  and  M.*.  E.*.  Coxpanion— Circumstances  beyond  my  control  have 
occurred,  which  have  of  neoessitv  caused  me  to  put  nlT  addressing  to  you  a  commu- 
nication as  directed  by  our  M.*.  E,\  Grand  Z.,  on  the  17th  of  Januarv  last,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  Representative  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which 
has,  I  am  given  to  understand,  been  the  subject  of  some  correspondence  between 
yourself  and  the  past  and  present  Grand  Principal  Z.  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

I  have  now  the  honor,  under  the  instructions  of  the  M.*.  E.*.  Grand  Z.,  to  state,  in 
regard  to  your  desire  for  the  cancelment  of  the  credentials  of  onr  Representative, 
R.*.  E.'.  Comp.  John  E.  Mason,  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
that  under  ordinary  circumstances  he  would  feel  himself  warranted  in  exercising  the 
prerogative  of  his  office  by  at  once  canceling  the  commission  of  our  Representative, 
out  after  mature  consideration,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  charge  of  irregularity  or 
misconduct  on  his  part,  the  M.*.  E.*.  Grand  Z.  does  not^see  his  course  clear  to  revoke 
the  deliberate  act  of  one  of  his  predecessors,  performed  on  the  best  recommenda- 
tion and  subsequently  ratified  and  confirmed  by  our  Grand  Chapter  in  Annual  Con- 
vocation, and  our  said  Representative  having  been  received  and  recognized  by  your 
Grand  Chapter.  The  M.'.  E.*.  Grand  Z.  has  Uierefore  arrived  at  the  determination  of 
referring  the  whole  matter  to  Grand  Chapter  at  its  next  Annual  Convocation,  to  deal 
with  the  subject  in  such  manner  as  in  its  wisdom  it  may  deem  proper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Dear  sir,  and  M.*.  E.*.  companion, 

Yours,  truly  and  firaternally, 

THOMAS  a  HARRIS,  G.  B.  B. 
Washington,  D.  of  C,  U.  S.  A. 
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*'  I  now  leave  the  matter  in  yonr  hands  to  take  snch  action  in  the  premisee  as  yon 
may  see  fit.'* 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest' 
reported  as  follows  in  reference  to  the  above  correspondence :— 

'*Toar  Committee  regret  to  learn  that  difficulties  of  a  personal  nature  have  arisen 
between  oar  Representative  near  the  Qrand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Colambia  and 
the  M.-.  E.\  the  Grand  H.  P.  of  that  Jarisdiction,  and  as  the  M.-.  E/.  and  G.  H.  P. 
has  requested  the  withdrawal  of  the  appointment  of  R.*.  E.*.  Comp.  J.  E.  Mason, 
your  Conmiittee  beg  to  recommend  that,  although  we  have  no  cause  of  dissatisfaction 
with  Comp.  Mason,  the  Grand  Z.  be  requested,  if  it  shall  become  necessary,  to  with- 
draw his  credentials,  as  we  cannot  desire  to  have  a  Representative  at  any  Grand 
Chapter  who  is  not  agreeable  to  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  whose 
presence  might  impair  those  kindly  feelings  which  ^onld  at  all  times  exist  between 
sister  Grand  Bodies." 

Which  Report  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada* 
As  this  matter  has  now  gone  forth  to  the  Masonic  world  through  the  pages  of 
the  report  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  and  as  some  of  the  Reports  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  other  Grand  Chapters  contain  allusions  to  it,  giving  a  portion  of 
the  correspondence,  in  order  that  a  proper  understanding  of  the  matter  may  be  had, 
we  give  the  whole  correspondence  a  place  in  this  report. 

[No.  1.] 

Wasbinqton,  January  1,  1874. 
S.\  E,\  C.  D,  Miicdonndl,  Grand  Z, : 

R.*.  E.*.  CoxpANiON— On  the  26th  of  November  last  I  addressed  a  oommnnication 
to  Comp.  Habkan,  yonr  predecessor,  not  being  aware  at  the  time  of  your  election 
as  Grand  Z.,  in  relation  to  your  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  a  copy  of  which  I  nerewith  inclose.  As  I  have  not  received 
an  answer  to  my  communication,  I  write  to  know  whether  Comp.  Habiean  trans- 
mitted the  same  to  you  or  not.    An  early  reply  is  respectfully  requested. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  yourself  and  the  Grand  Chapter  over  which  yon  preside, 

I  remain  yours,  truly  and  fraternally, 

NOBLE  D.  LARNER, 
Q.  High  Priest  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

[No.  2.] 

Gband  Ohafteb  of  Canada,  Offiox  of  thb  Qband  Z., 

PsTESBOBOTTOH,  Ont.,  Oanada,  January  9thf  1874. 

Noble  D,  LamBr^  Esq.,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Vie 

Grand  Cliapier^  IHetriol  of  Cdlunibia,  Washingtony  27.  of  C. 
Most  ExceOent  Sir  and  Oompanion^- 

Yours  of  the  1st  instant  came  to  hand  to-day,  and  I  lose  no  time  in  replying  to  the 
same.  Your  letter  dated  November  26th,  18y3,  addressed  to  my  predecessor,  Most 
Excellent  Companion  8.  B.  Harican,  Fast  Grand  Z,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
was  by  him  duly  forwarded  to  me,— by  ine  received  on  the  9th  December,  1873,  and 
on  the  same  day  I  directed  the  Grand  Scribe  E.*.  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  same.  I 
have  now  to  apologise  for  the  neglect  in  replying  to  your  letter  and  to  express  my 
regret  that  so  necessary  an  act  of  courtesy  snouTd  have  been  omitted.  I  have  this 
day  taken  final  action  in  the  matter,  (of  which  you  will  be  duly  notified,)  which 
action,  I  hope,  will  be  satisfactory  to  yourself,  as  well  as  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

With  every  good  wish  for  yourself  personally,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  over  which  you  preside, 

Believe  me  to  remain,  dear  sir  and  M.*.  E.*.  Companion, 

Yonrs  very  truly  and  fraternally. 

CHARLES  D.  MACDONNELL.  Grand  Z. 

M.*.  E.'.  Grand  High  Priest  Labner,  not  having  received  any  information  of  the 
action  taken,  as  stated  in  the  foregolDg  letter,  dated  January  8,  1874,  addressed 
another  communication  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  ask- 
ing for  information  in  regard  to  it,  and  to  which  he  received  the  following  reply :~ 
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Gband  Chapteb  of  Cakada,. Office  of  the  Grakd  Scribe  E.*. 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Wi  March,  1874. 
Noble  D.  Lamer f  Esq.,  Grand  Hiah  Priest 

Grand  Chapter,  IHstrid  of  Columbia : 
Dbab  Sib  and  M.'.  E/.  Companion— CircamsianceB  beyond  my  control  have 
occurred,  which  have  of  necessity  caased  me  to  pat  off  addressing  to  you  a  communi- 
cation, as  directed  by  oar  M.*.  E.*.  Grand  Z.  on  the  17th  January  last  on  the  subject 
of  our  Representative  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  has,  I 
am  given  to  understand,  been  the  subject  of  some  correspondence  between  yourself 
and  the  past  and  present  Grand  First  Principal  Z.  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

I  have  now  the  honor,  under  instructions  of  the  M.*.  E.*.  Grand  Z.,  to  state,  in 
regard  to  your  desire  for  the  cancelmentof  the  credentials  of  our  Representative,  R.*. 
E.'.  Comp.  John  E.  Mason,  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  that 
under  ordinary  circumstances  he  would  feel  himself  warranted  in  exercising  the 

Eerogative  of  his  office,  by  at  once  canceling  the  commission  of  our  Representative  ; 
ut,  after  mature  consideration,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  charge  of  irregularity  or 
misconduct  on  his  part,  the  M.*.  E*.*  Grand  Z.  does  not  see  his  coarse  clear  to  revoke 
the  deliberate  act  of  one  of  his  predecessors,  performed  on  best  recommendation  and 
subsequently  ratified  and  confirmed  by  our  Grand  Chapter  in  annual  Convocation, 
and  our  said  Representative  having  been  received  and  recognized  by  your  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  M.*.  E.*.  Grand  Z.  has  therefore  arrived  at  the  determination  of  referring  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  next  annual  Convocation,  to  deal  with  the 
subject  in  such  manner  as  in  its  wisdom  it  may  deem  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dear  sir  and  M.*.  E.*.  Companion, 

Yours  traly  and  fraternally, 

TUOS.  B.  HARRIS,  G.  8.  E., 

G.  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Washington,  D.  of C,  U.  S.  A. 

As  appears  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  the  Grand  Z. 
did  refer  the  subject  to  that  Grand  Chapter  for  its  action,  and  wit  i  the  result  as 
shown  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  that  Grand  Chapter  to  which  it  was  referred, 
as  quoted  above. 

And  although  that  committee  recommended  that  the  Grand  Z.  be  requested  to 
withdraw  the  credentials  of  their  Representative  near  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  that 
recommendation  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  still  nothing  whatever  was  done 
by  the  Grand  Z.  or  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  that 
recommendation. 

Nearly  one  year  after  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
the  following  letter  was  received  from  the  Grand  Z.  of  that  Grand  Chapter  addressed, 
as  will  be  seen,  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  our  Graud  Chapter.    It  speaks  for  itself: — 

The  M.'.  E.'.  the  Grand  Chapteb  of  Rotal  Aboh  Masons  of  Canada, 

Office  of  the  M.*.  E.*.  the  G.  Z., 

St.  Cathabine8,.0nt.,  July  23, 1875. 

X.  G.  Stephens,  Esq.,  Grand  Secretary 

Grand  Chapter  JHitnct  of  Columbia,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Deab  Sib  and  R.*.  E.*.  Companion  —  Yon  will  doubtless  remember  that  some 
correspondence  took  place  last  year  between  your  G.  U.  P.  and  my  predecessor, 
relating  to  the  Representative  of  thi3  Grand  Chapter  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  (R.*.  h^'.  Comp.  J.  E.  Mason,)  whose  personal  relations  with 
your  Chief  Officers  were  reported  not  to  be  of  the  cordial  nature  that  it  is  most  desir- 
able should  always  be  maintained.  And  by  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  of  last  October  (official  copies  of  which  were  sent  you  some  months 
ago),  it  will  appear  that  the  dithcuity  was  confided  to  my  care,  to  adjust  in  such  man- 
ner as  would  best  secure  that  cordiality  which  it  is  essential  should  exist  between  the 
two  Grand  Bodies.  With  a  view  to  this  end,  I  wrote  you  last  December,  stating  as 
above,  and  asking  a  reply.  But  so  far  no  answer  has  i;^ached  me,  which  makes  me 
believe  that  my  letter  may  have  miscarried. 

Not  having  received  a  copy  of  your  last  Grand  Chapter  proceedings,  which  would 
have  informed  me  whether  M.*.  E.*.  Comp.  Labnek  is  still  your  G.  H.  P.,  or  whether 
he  was  succeeded  by  some  other  eminent  companion,  who  might  entertain  no  objec- 
tion to  co-operate  with  R.*.  E.*.  Comp.  Mason,  and  thus  obviate  all  further  difficulty, 
I  now  write  you  again  to  request  that  you  will  bring  this  letter  to  the  early  notice  of 
your  G.  H.  P.,  with  the  earnest  assurance  that  he  will  find  me  ready  to  meet  any 
reasonable  arrangement  that  may  be  proposed,  to  settle  amicably  this  difficulty 
before  our  Annual  Convocation  to  be  held  here  on  the  10th  August  next.    And  I  wiU 
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add  that  it  will  afford,  not  only  myself,  but  all  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  at  that  time  any  of  yoar  Grand  Officers  or  compan- 
ions, who  will  find  in  the  Royal  Craft  of  Canada,  those  who  will  extend  to  tnem 
every  conrtesy  that  the  occasion  may  call  for.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you  at  an  early 
day,  and  that  such  settlement  may  be  arrived  at  before  August  as  will  prove  mutu- 
ally satisfactory, 

Believe  me,  dear  sir  and  R.*.  E.*.  Companion, 

Tours  Fraternally,     . 

JAMBS.  SEYMOUR,  G.  Z.,  Canada. 

The  above  commnnnication  being  referred  to  Grand  Hijrh  Priest  Labneb,  he 
directed  the  Grand  Secretary  to  answer  it,  and  to  inform  the  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  that  all  communications  on  this  subject  should  be  addressed 
officially  to  the  Grand  High  Priesir  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  To  this  the  following 
reply  was  received : — 

Gbaud  Chapter  of  Canada,  ) 

Office  of  Vie  Grand  Scribe  K  \ 

ToBONTO,  (0»T.)  Uk  August,  1876. 
Dear  Sir  and  R.\  Ex,'.  Companion : — 

I  am  directed  by  the  M.*.  Ex.:  the  Grand  Z.  to  acknowledge  the.  receipt  of  your 
note  of  the  31st  ult.  in  reply  to  his  communication  of  the  23d.  Failing  to  see 
wherein  the  courteous  proposal  made  through  you,  as  the  official  organ  of  your 
Grand  Chapter,  will  be  advanced  by  the  course  you  suggest,  he  respectfully  declines 
acting  upon  it.  If  your  M.*.  B1x.*.  G.  H.  P.  deRirert  to  promote  an  early  and  amicable 
adjustment,  the  overture  already  submitted  affords  the  opportunity. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir  and  R.*.  Ex.*.  Companion. 

Yours  Fraternally, 

R.  P.  8TE7ENS, 

G.  Scribe  E. 
L.  G.  Stevens,  Esq., 

Grand  Secretary  Grand  Chapter, 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington,  D.  C. 

To  this  very  "courteous"  note  no  reply  was  vouchsafed.  And  under  date  of 
November  1,  1875,  the  folldwing  was  received,  which  also  speakis  for  iteelf,  and  is 
the  closing  epistle  in  this  remarkable  correspondence  : — 

Gband  Chapteb  of  Canada,  ) 

Office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E,  \ 

ToBONTO,  (Ont.)  let  November,  1875. 

Dear  Sir  and  R.',  Ex.\  Companion  :— 

I  am  directed  by  M.*.  Ex.*.  Oomp.  Hendebson,  who  has  succeeded  M.\  Ex.*. 
Comp.  Setxoub  as  Grand  Z.  of  this  Grand  Chapter  to  again  address  you  with  refer- 
ence to  the  personal  relations  subsisting  between  our  Representative,  R.*.  Ex.*. 
Comp.  Mason  on  the  one  side,  and  M.'.  Ex.*.  Comp.  Labneb,  G.  H.  P.,  and  your 
Grand  Chapter  on  the  other. 

I  do  this  in  order  to  remove  any  possible  grounds  of  misapprehension  as  to  our 
position  in  the  matter. 

The  Grand  Z.  desires  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  neither  himself  nor  his 
predecessor  in  office  nor  this  Grand  Chapter  presumes  to  dictate  to  the  G.  H.  P.,  or 
to  your  Grand  Chapter  as  to  their  course  of  action,  or  assumes  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
the  matters  in  difference. 

The  Grand  Z.  fully  recognizes  the  necessity,  that  a  Grand  Representative,  being 
invested  with  ambassadorial  functions  should,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  objects  of 
his  mission,  be  in  perfect  accord  both  with  those  by  whom  he  is  sent  and  those  to 
whom  he  is  accredited,  and  that  whether  he  is  in  the  right  or  the  wrong  in  a  matter 
of  difference  is  a  question  of  minor  importance,  and  one  of  which  he  cannot  consti- 
tute himself  the  judge. 

That  this  is  also  the  view  of  thi^  Grand  Chapter  you  will  see  by  reference  to  our 
"  proceedings  *'  of  last  year,  page  458,  copies  of  which  I  sent  you.  The  difficulty  in 
which  the  Grand  Z.  finds  himself  placed  is  that  he  is  asked  to  revoke  an  act  of  one  of 
his  predecessors  by  canceling  tne  credentials  of  a  Representative  who  has  been 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia without  any  request  from  the  Grand  Body  to  which  he  has  been  accredited,  and 
by  which  he  has  been  formally  recognized. 

So  far  as  the  Grand  Z.  is  aware  no  action  was  taken  on  the  subject  at  the  last 
Annual  Convocaition  of  your  Grand  Chap  er. 
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Will  yon  be  good  enoQgh  to  snbmft  this  communication  to  the  H.*.  Ex.*.  G.  H.  P., 
with  the  reqnest  that  if  any  action  is  to  be  taken  on  the  subject  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter at  its  approaching  Annual  Convocation,  this  letter  may  be  submitted  with  the 
other  correspondence  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Dear  Sir  and  R.*.  Ex.*.  Companion, 
Yours  truly  and  fraternally, 

B.  P.  STEPHENS, 
Orand  Scribe  K: 
JL  G.  Stephens,  Esq., 

Grand  Sect'y  Grand  Chapter  District  of  Columbia, 

Washington,  D.  C,  U.  &. 

In  Justice  to  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  to  our  Grand  High  Priest,  we  have  given  all 
the  correspondence  in  relation  to  this  matter  that  is  in  our  possession.  We  nave  not 
the  sliffhtest  donbt  in  oar  minds  but  that  other  correspondence  has  been  carried  on 
which  nas  served  to  complicate  this  whole  matter,  and  leave  it  in  the  condition  it  is 
at  the  present  writing.  We  have  no  comments  to  inake  in  regard  to  it,  preferring  to 
leave  it  in  the  hands  of  our  Companions  of  sister  Grand  Chapters,  who  will,  no  doubt, 
comment  upon  it  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  having  all  tne  facts  before  them. 

Comp.  Labmeb  submitted  to  the  Grand  Chapter  in  detail  his  reasons  for  request- 
ing the  revocation  of  the  commission  of  Comp.  Mason  as  Representative  of  the 
Orand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  following  resolution  was  unan- 
imously adopted  :— 

lUtolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  that  the  K.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
has  the  undoubted  right  to  request  the  revocation  of  a  commission  of  a  Representa- 
tive of  a  foreign  Grand  Body. 

The  whole  matter  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who,  at 

a  resumed  Convocation,  held  November  twenty-ninth,  submitted  a  lengthy  and 

exhaustive  report,  concluding  as  follows : — 
« 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  are  ftrank  to  say  that  they  Hud  no  precedent  in  the 
history  of  Capitular  Masonry  to  enlighten  or  aid  them  in  their  deliberations  on  tiiis 
subject ;  but  they  believe  that  the  system  of  accrediting  representatives  to  Masonic 
Grand  Bodies  has  taken  its  rise  from  the  custom  among  civibzed  nations  from  the 
earliest  ages  of  the  world,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  the  universal  custom  which 
governs  nations  in  their  intercoorse  with  each  other  should  not  be  applied  to  Masonic 
Grand  Bodies,  so  far  as  the  cases  are  analogous,  and  we  are  unable  to  see  that  in  the 
case  before  us  the  analogy  is  not  complete. 

Tour  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Canada,  in  refusing  to  exercise  the  prerogative  of  his  ofDce  in  cancelling  the 
commission  of  their  Representative  upon  the  request  of  the  Grand  Hish  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  letter  under  date  of  Nov.  26th,  1873, 
and  especially  after  the  Grand  Body  over  whom  he  nresided  had  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion recommending  that  it  be  done,  did  not  treat  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  with  that  respect  and  consideration  due  from  one  Grand  Masonic  Body  to 
another. 

Which  report  was  adopted. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  cordial  and  fraternal  relations  hitherto  existing  between  these 
Grand  Bodies  may  be  speedily  renewed. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  genial  pen  of  Comp.  Edwin  B. 
MacGbottt,  who  knows  how  to  write  a  report  that  will  interest  and  instruct  his 
readers.  The  transactions  of  thirty-five  Grand  Chapters,  including  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  are  reviewed  and  courteously  commented  upon.  To  California,  for  1876, 
he  devotes  considerable  space,  making  copious  extracts  from  the  Address  of  Comp. 
Jahttabt,  and  from  our  report  of  that  year.  He  quotes  our  remarks  relative  to 
selecting  for  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  the  companion  best  qualified  to  fill  the  place, 
regardless  of  his  rank,  upon  which  he  remarks  as  follows  :— 

In  which  views  we  do  not  concur.  We  are  just  as  strongly  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  no  companion  should  be  elected  to  the  position  of  High  Priest  of  a  Chap- 
ter who  has  not  filled  the  position  (at  some  time)  of  King  or  Scribe.  In  filling  those 
positions  for  one  year  they  are  supposed  to  have  made  themselves  conversant  with 
the  work  and  lectures,  as  it  is  their  duty  to  do.    They  are  more  competent  to  fill  the 
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higher  posfton  than  a  member  from  the  floor  or  a  Tyler  from  without  the  door.  We 
do  agree  with  Comp.  Wiooin  that  many  a  pucUiina  head  has  been  placed  in  high 
official  position,  we  have  seen  them,  anfortooately,  but  that  is  the  fault  of  those 
•  who  elected  them  to  fill  the  subordinate  positions  in  the  first  instance,  and  fortunately 
it  is  the  exceptioc,  not  the  rule  in  Masonry.  We  have  noticed  that  Comp.  Wiooin  is 
a  strong  advocate  of  the  Blue  Lodge.  He  is  convinced  that  it  in  ihe  foundation  upon 
which  the  R.  A.  Chapter  is  erected  ;  that  we  follow  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  Blue  Lodges  in  a  great  many  things.  Now,  will  our  worthy  companion 
please  explain  to  as  a  little  more  clearly  than  he  has  done  why  we  in  the  Chap- 
ters should  not  follow  that  ancient  Landmark  (we  believe  it  is  one)  of  the  Blue 
Lodges— ^ifrf  no  Brother  can  he  elected  Master  of  a  Lodge  urUil  he  has  served  as  a 
Warden.  Upon  what  kind  of  meat  does  a  member  of  a  Chapter  feed  that  makes  him 
more  qualified  to  be  taken  from  the  floor  and  placed  in  the  position  of  a  High  Priest 
than  a  member  of  a  Blue  Lodge  can  be  placed  in  the  position  of  a  W/.  Master  without 
filling  the  office  of  a  Warden  ? 

We  know  that  a  regulation  exists  in  many  Lodges  to  the  eff'ect  that  a  brother 
cannot  be  elected  to  the  office  of  Master,  unless  he  has  first  served  as  a  Warden  ;  but 
we  were  not  aware  that  this  was  considered  as  one  of  the  ancient  landmarks ;  if  it 
is,  it  has  long  been  obliterated  in  most  of  the  Lodges  in  this  country,  and  the  com- 
mon sense  rule  prevails,  that  the  brother  best  qualified  to  discharge  the  import- 
ant duties  of  Master  of  the  Lodge  shall  be  invested  with  the  honors  of  the 
position.  We  thank  Comp.  MacGkottt  for  his  kind  words  of  S3'mpathy,  and  grieve 
to  hear  that  he  too  has  suffered.  The  space  devoted  to  the  correspondence  with 
Canada  renders  it  impossible  for  us  to  notice  farther  this  excellent  report. 

The  M.'.  E,'.  Georoe  B.  Clark  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B.:  E,\ 
L.  G.  Stephens  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.  Address :  1421  Fifth  St.,  Northwest 
Washington. 

FLOBIDA. 

The  twenty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  1876,— the  M,\  E.',  H.  H. 
Berry  acting  as  Grand  High  Priest,  the  i?.*.  E.\  DeW^itt  C.  Dawkins  being  Grand 
Secretory.  It  strikes  us  as  somewhat  singular  that  only  three  of  the  Grand  Officers, 
viz.,  the  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  and  Grand  Principal  Sojourner, 
were  present  at  the  opening ;  all  the  rest  were  acting  pro  tern.  There  is  no  Address 
by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  we  look  in  vain  for  an  explanation  of  the  absence  of 
that  officer. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  session,  the  Grand  Chaplain  was  added  to  the  number  of 
present  Grand  Officers,  and  on  the  third,  the  Grand  Treasurer  put  in  an  appearance. 
We  fear  that  our  companions  of  the  flowery  land  are  not  enjoying  that  degree  of 
prosperity  which  we  most  heartily  wish  them,  for  we  notice  that  four  out  of  the 
fourteen  subordinate  Chapters  ai^k  further  time  in  which  to  pay  their  dues.  The 
usual  Report  on  Correspondence  is  also  missing  from  the  proceedings,  and  we  are 
not  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  omission  when  we  find  that  but  $57  20  remains  in  the 

« 

treasury. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  a  brighter  day  will  speedily  dawn  for  our  sister  Florida, 
and  that  more  prosperous  times  await  her  in  the  near  future. 

The  M.'.  JSl*.  Hexry  W.  Long  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B.'.  E.\ 
DeWitt  C.  Dawkins  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.     Address:  Jacksonville. 

GEORGIA. 
The  Annnal  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Macon,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  1875 .—the  Mr.  E.\  Lutheb  J.  Glenk, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  B.\  E.:  J.  Emmett  Blacksheab  being  Grand  Sec- 
retary.   Forty-two  chartered  Chapters  and  one  under  dlsipensation  were  represented 

at  the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  brief  and  treats  almost  entirely  upon 
matters  of  local  interest.    He  ?ays  that,  although  the  Order  has  not  enjoyed  a  high 
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degree  of  prosperity  daring  the  year,  yet  it  is  in  a  healthy  and  progreraive  condition, 
'*  Peace,  harmony  and  fraternity  have  prevailed  within  our  borders.  Thus  may  it 
ever  be."  Long  continued  ill-health  had  prevented  him  flrom  visiting  the  subordinate 
Chapters,  which  omission  he  deeply  regrets  both  on  acconnt  of  the  Chapters  and  his 
own,  for  he  feels  that  snch  visitations  may  be  made  the  source  of  mutual  benefit, 
*'  exciting  each  and  all  to  a  more  active  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  high  duties  and 
solemn  obligations  resting  upon  them  as  Royal  Arch  Masons." 

One  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted.  An  applica- 
tion for  a  dispensation  to  confer  the  degrees  on  a  resident  of  Georgia  by  a  Chapter 
in  South  Carolina,  on  the  ground  that  the  applicant  had  been  rejected  through  preju- 
dice by  a  Georgia  Chapter  was  very  properly  denied. 

We  note  the  following  decisions,  in  all  which  we  fully  concur  :— 

1st.  Has  a  member  a  right  to  dimit  and  remain  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter? 
If  so,  what  relation  does  he  sustain  to  the  Chapter? 

To  the  first,  I  answered  in  the  aifirmative.  To  the  second,  that  the  Chapter  could 
deal  with  him  at  any  time  for  unmasonic  conduct  so  long  as  he  remained  within  their 
jurisdiction,  though  unaffiliated. 

2d.    Is  a  member  who  was  dropped  from  the  rolls  entitled  to  visit  the  Chapter? 

To  this  question  I  pave  a  negative  answer. 

3d.  Has  a  subordinate  Chapter  the  power  to  deal  with  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  re- 
siding within  its  jurisdiction,  and  who  claims  his  membership  in  a  Chapter  in  another 
State,  for  unmasonic  conduct? 

To  this  question  I  gave  an  affirmative  answer,  but  suggested  that  courtesy  would 
require  that  the  Chapter  first  give  information  to  the  sister  Chapter  of  which  he  was 
a  member  and  request  their  action  in  the  premises. 

4th.  Does  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  in  a  Blue  Lodge  work  a  suspension 
in  the  Chapter?    Are  Chapters  liable  for  the  dues  of  such  members? 

In  reply,  I  answered  the  first  question  in  the  affirmative ;  the  second  in  the  nega- 
tive. My  decision  was  based  upon  an  edict  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  issued  in  1861, 
declaring :  "  That  Royal  4rch  Masons  within  this  jurisdiction  can  hold  no  Masonic 
intercourse  with  a  Mason  suspended  by  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  for  any  cause 
whatever." 

The  following  are  his  views  upon  the  value  of  Reports  on  Correspondence,  which 
we  regard  as  sound  and  conclusive  : — 

From  the  very  able,  interesting  and  instructive  Reports  of  the  Committees  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  to  their  respective  Grand  Chapters,  great  entertainment 
and  much  valuaole  information  are  to  be  derived.  These  committees  have  become 
a  necessity  to  the  intelligent  Craftsman.  The  simple  and  often  barren  detail  of  the 
mere  local  and  routine  legislation  of  a  Grand  Cnapter  can  give  to  the  enquiring 
companion  who  would  keep  himself  abreast  with  his  companions  in  "  advancement 
in  knowledge,"  no  idea  of  the  discoveries  observed  and  preserved  by  the  more 
diligent  delvers  into  the  rubbish  of  the  centuries,  and  for  these  he  must  in  a  great 
measure  look  to  these  graceful,  entertaining  and  often  learned  Reports.  Besides, 
the  free  discussion  therein  of  questions  of  usage  and  jurisprudence,  of  history  and 
of  equity,  serve  to  enlighten  tne  several  Grand  Chapters  on  points  wherein  they 
difller  in  practice,  and  thus  gradually  to  bring  about  a  uniformity  between  them  on 
the  basis  of  acknowled^d  facts  and  well  settled  principles.  I  therefore  recommend 
to  you  to  provide  for  a  return  to  this  generally  adopted  plan  of  dispensing  light,  by 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  who  will  be  able  to 
prepare  and  lay  before  you  a  more  full  and  complete  resume  of  the  subjects  of  gen- 
eral interest  that  occupy  the  consideration  of  sister  Grand  Chapters,  than  your  Grand 
High  Priest  can  be  expected  to  do  in  the  limits  of  an  opening  address. 

We  are  pleased  to  say  that  the  good  sense  of  the  Grand  Chapter  prompted  them 
to  coincide  with  these  views,  as  the  following  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Grand  High  Priest's  Address  was  adopted,  and  we  congratulate  ourselves  and  the 
Craft  upon  the  prospect  of  once  more  hearing  from  our  sister  Georgia  through  the 
reports  of  some  of  her  able  Masonic  writers  :— 

Impressed  with  the  pertinency  and  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  Most  Excellent 
on  the  subject  of  the  Reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  their  important  serv- 
ice to  the  Koyal  Art,  your  committee  recommend  the  appointment  at  this  Convoca- 
tion of  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  the  Most  Excellent  being  already 
invested  with  the  power  to  do  so. 
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The  following  resolntion,  which  was  adopted,  shows  that  oar  companions  of 
Georgia  understand  and  appreciate  the  benefits  of  harmornioos  organizatiop,  and  we 
hail  with  pleasure  their  retarn  to  the  parental  home  : — 

JReaoived,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  now  renew  its  connection  with,  end  acknowl- 
edge its  fealty  to,  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
wiU  be  represented. at  the  next  Triennial  Convocation  of  said  General  Grand  Body. 

Thus,  one  by  one,  the  wanderers  are  gathered  into  the  fold,  and  soon,  we  trust, 
not  one  will  remain  estranged  from  the  common  family. 

From  the  table  of  statistics  we  learn  that  there  are  sixty-four  chartered  Chapters 
and  one  under  dispensation,  and  the  aggregate  membership  foots  up  2216,  but,  as 
fourteep  Chapters  failed  to  make  returns,  it  is  probable  that  this  number  falls  con- 
siderably short  of  the  true  membership.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one  exaltations 
are  reported  during  the  year.  Sixty-one  were  suspended  and  three  managed  to  get 
expelled. 

The  Finance  Committee  make  the  gratifying  announcement  that  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter is  out  of  debt,  and  has  a  balance  in  its  treasury,  after  paying  all  expenses,  of 
$1300.  We  congratulate  our  companions  upon  this  evidence  of  their  prosperity. 
There  is  nothing  like  a  good  balance  upon  the  right  side  of  the  ledger,  to  make  all 
things  work  together  smoothly. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.    Address :  Macon. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois  held  its  twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Chicago,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  1875,— the  M.'.  E,\  Williau 
A.  J.  Delancet,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  22.*.  E,\  James  H.  Miles  being 
Grand  Secretary.  A  large  number  of  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented,  and 
there  were  also  present  the  Representatives  of  fifteen  sister  jurisdictious. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  Address  says : — 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  to  you,  at  the  opening  of  this  the  twenty- 
sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  that,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain,  peace  and  prosperity  have  been  ours,  and  tiie  Great  I  AM  has  blessed  our 
endeavors  to  spread  the  cement  of  brotherly  love ;  and  we  would,  with  grateful 
hearts  and  becoming  reverence,  acknowledge  our  entire  dependence  and  reliance 
upon  Him ;  and  to  Him  we  would  earnestly  address  our  prayers  for  a  continuance  of 
His  fostering  care  and  guidance. 

He  recounts  in  a  business-like  manner  his  official  acts,  and  he  appears  to  have 
been  diligent  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  We  are  especially  pleased 
with  his  account  of  his  visits  to  subordinate  Chapters,  which  appear  to  have  resulted 
in  great  good,  for  he  says  :— 

These  visits  have  revealed  the  fact  that  some  of  the  Chapters  had  been  transact* 
ing  business  and  doing  irregular  work,  such  as  receiving  and  referring  petitions,  bal- 
loting for  candidates,  at  other  than  stated  convocations.  J)oubtle8S  this  arose  from 
carelessness  and  a  custom  which  had  existed  in  some  of  the  subordinate  Chapters 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  new  code  of  by-law^,  which  now,  however,  provides 
that  all  business,  sncli  as  receiving  and  referring  petitions,  balloting,  etc.,  must  be 
done  at  a  stated  convocation,  unless  by  a  special  dispensation  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  address  was  referred  pay  him  the  following  deserved 
compliment : — 

Your  committee  cannot  pass  by  unnoticed  the  official  visitations  of  the  AT*.  K', 
High  Priest  to  so  many  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  during  his  official  term,  and  com- 
mend him  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the  Royal  Craft.  By  these 
visitations  he  has  infused  new  life  and  energy  into  Chapters  which  had  remained  dor- 
mant for  months.  The  thanks  of  this  Grand  Body  are  due  to  him  for  his  zealous  labor 
in  behalf  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

Seven  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  were  granted,  which  shows 
that  the  Order  in  Illinois  is  alive  and  growing  as  rapidly  as  is  consistent  with  good 
health.    He  gives  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  transactions  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
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at  which  he  was  present.  Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters 
of  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  Wisconsin  and  Kentucky.  He  had  been  called  npon  for 
few  decisions  daring  the  year,  and  this  he  attributed  to  the  efficient  and  comprehen- 
sive code  of  by-laws  adopted  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation. 

The  financial  statement  shows  a  balance  in  the  Grand  Treasurer's  hands  of  $838  62. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  was,  after  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence,  and  a  favorable  report  was  adopted  : — 

Sbc.  —.  When  any  application  is  made  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  such  application  shall  not  be  considered  unless  parties  to  the 
application  present  to  the  Ju.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  proper  vouchers,  showing  not 
only  that  they  are  in  good  standing  in  the  Chapters  or  which  they  are  members,  but 
that  all  dues  are  paid  to  date  of  such  application. 

Tlie  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  James  H.  Miles,  again  prepared  and  presented  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  he  courteously  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
thirty  Grand  Chapters,  and  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  In  his  review  of  Califor- 
nia for  1875,  he  pays  us  a  compliment  which  calls  for  our  special  thanks.  Comp. 
Miles  ought  to  be  a  dentist,  for  he  is  the  best  extractor  we  ever  knew ;  but  as  a  com- 
mentator he  is  not  a  success.  Doubtless  he  believes,  as  we  do,  in  being  allowed  to 
prepare  our  report  in  our  own  way,  and  we  are  willing  to  accord  to  him  that  which 
we  claim  for  ourselves.  We  will  say  this  much  for  him,  however,  that  his  extracts 
are  judiciously  chosen,  and  always  of  general  interest.  We  of  the  Mutuals,  however, 
are  vexed  in  the  spirit,  because  he  gives  us  no  chance  to  pitch  into  him.  We  have 
heard  that  he  is  a  right  good  fellow,  and  we  would  go  for  Miles  (if  he  would  only 
give  us  a  show),  to  see  him. 

The  statistical  table  shows  the  number  of  chartered  Chapters  to  be  151;  vacant 
Chapters,  7  ;  suspended  Chapters,  5 ;  and  the  total  membership,  in  1875,  10,487. 
Increase  during  the  year,  593, 

The  M.\  E\  Haswbll  C.  Clark  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  i?.*.  £*. 
J.  H.  Miles  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Chicago. 

INDIANA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana  held  its  thirtieth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Indianapolis,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  1875,— the  if.*.  E.\  George  H.  Fish, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  22.*.  E.\  John  M.  Bramwell  being  Grand  Secre- 
tary.   Seventy-eight  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  deals  with  the  shortcomings  of  several  of 
the  subordinates  in  plain  and  unmistakable  terms,  doing  so,  he  says,  *'with  the 
earnest  conviction  that  it  is  in  ail  kindness,  that  the  truth  fitly  spoken  cannot  wound, 
and  with  the  assurance  that  the  end  Justifies  the  means."  He  had  visited  officially 
ten  Chapters,  and  most  of  them  he  reported  as  working  well,  but  two  instances  he 
singles  out  for  special  and  well  deserved  animadversion.    He  says : 

At  one  Chapter  which  I  visited,  I  was  absolutely  struck  dumb.  Feeling  fatigued, 
I  declined  the  chair,  preferring  to  be  a  "  looker-on  in  Vienna."  Upon  the  first  intro- 
duction of  the  candidates,  I  was  struck  with  the  peculiarity  of  their  proceeding,  and 
resolved  to  wait  and  see  what  folly  reasonable  thinking  men  could  be  guilty  of. 
Twice  I  started  from  mv  chair  in  indignation  to  stop  the  farce,  but  restrained  myself 
and  saw  it  through  to  the  bitter  end.  How  the  beautiful  lessons  sought  to  be  incul- 
cated in  this  Degree,  could  ever  make  a  favorable  impression  npon  these  "  three 
irertry  sojourners?'  is  beyond  my  ken.  I  left  them  happy  in  the  thought  that  they 
had  excelled  themselves  before  one  of  their  Grand  Officers.  I  trust  that  this  public 
statement  will  cause  them  to  think  and  put  into  practice  a  modicum  of  their  common 
sense  and  intelligence,  of  which  they  have  plenty. 

We  presume  this  was  one  of  those  instances  of  <Arcfu.i  Masonry  which  are  too 
frequently  indulged  in  and  tend  to  bring  our  Order  into  disrepute;  and  we  cannot 
refrain  from  saying  that  had  the  Grand  High  Priest  at  once,  and  emphatically,  placed 
the  seal  of  his  condemnation  upon  such  unwarrantable  practices,  instead  of,  by  his 
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aileoce,  tacitly  endorsing  tbem,  he  would  have  been  more  in  the  line  of  his  duty  and 
his  act  would  doubtless  have  produced  a  salutary  effect. 
Again  he  says : — 

Another  Chapter  ( )  1  found  had  passed  a  resolution  wiping  out  all 

indebtedness  to  their  Chapter  by  its  members,  at  one  fell  swoop.  Among  this  indebt- 
edness were  the  notes  and  promises  to  pay  of  some  of  their  companions  for  the 
degrees  conferred  upon  them.  I  objected  to  it,  and  ordered  them  to  change  it  They 
claimed  to  have  a  right  to  control  their  finances  in  their  own  way.  To  which  I  assented, 
but  told  them  that,  as  it  now  stood,  it  was  an  injustice  to  the  other  companions  that 
the  Grand  Chapter  would  not  allow.  A  companion  (amply  able  to  pay)  said  to  me. 
"  I  will  pay  my  note  when  others  do."  I  asked  him  what  the  note  was  for.  He  imme- 
diately answered,  "  For  my  degrees.''  The  Constitution  plainly  says,  "  that  the 
degrees  shall  not  be  conferred  upon  any  one  for  a  less  sum  than  twenty  dollars."  I 
asked  the  High  Priest  to  let  me  hear  from  him  before  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, in  hope  that  this  evil  would  be  corrected.  I  have  heard  nothing;  and  now  rec- 
ommend that  the  Chapter  be  required  to  collect  such  amounts  as  are  due  them  for 
degrees  conferred.  That  on  failure  to  collect,  charges  shall  be  preferred  against  said 
delinquents,  and  on  failure  to  collect  or  expel,  their  charter  be  arrested.  Strong 
Tonic  ;  but,  companions,  a  constitution  so  snattered  and  weakened  needs  it.  This 
milk  and  water  diet,  the  "  let  alone  "  policy,  is  an  injury  to  the  best  Interests  of  the 
Craft.  Help,  aid  and  assist,  by  counsel,  precept  and  example,  when  it  is  needed  and 
appreciated ;  but  also  remember  that  a  "  counter  irritant"  is  often  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  restore  healthy  action. 

We  agree  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  that  such  cases  as  the  above  require  strong 
tonics,  and  that  the  "  actual  cautery"  should  be  applied  to  eradicate  a  practice  which 
cannot  but  prove  disastrous  to  a  MasoQic  Body.  We  refer  to  the  giving  of  notes  for 
degrees.  In  this  jurisdiction,  the  applicant  for  degrees  in  any  of  the  Masonic  Bodies 
is  required  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  his  fees  on  presentation  of  his  petition,  and  this 
rule  saves  all  further  trouble  on  the  financial  question. 

A  glowing  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Soloxon  D. 
Batlbss,  who,  after  many  years  of  efficient  labor  in  fhe  vineyard,  has  gone  to  his 
reward. 

Two  dispensations  were  issued  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters,  and  two  charters 
were  arrested  for  unmasonic  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  holders.  One  Chapter  vol- 
untarily surrendered  its  charter  on  account  of  the  removal  from  its  jurisdiction  of 
many  of  its  members,  but  the  remainder  were  fortunately  located  within  a  few  miles 
of  a  *'  live  Chapter."  One  Chapter  being  in  arrears  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  had  the 
alternative  presented  to  them  of  pajring  up  or  **  stepping  down  and  out."  They 
"  forked." 

Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Wisconsin,  Missouri, 
Kentucky  and  South  Carolina. 

In  conclusion  he  thus  speaks  to  the  point  and  tells  some  plain  truths : — 

Companions,  I  have  spoken  plainly.  Your  suffrages  gave  me  this  position,  and 
when  I  accepted  it,  I  fully  made  up  m^  mind  that  some  things  should  not  be  quictiy 
passed  bv— malpractices  known  to  exist,  should  have  prompt  treatment.  We  have 
scores  of  Chapters  in  our  State,  that  are  an  honor  to  us  and  the  Royal  Craft.  *Bright, 
active,  intelligent,  moral,  Masons  in  all  their  manhood,  and  it  is  in  Justice  to  these 
that  the  few  should  be  made  to  know  that  there  are  lessons  taught,  and  principles 
involved  in  the  working  of  our  degrees  and  maintenance  of  our  organization. 

Hear  what  Companion  Wiooin,  of  California,  has  to  say,  apropos  to  this  subject, 
although  not  directly  bearing  upon  it : — 

'*  There  is  a  certain  class  in  every  communfty.  Masonic  or  otherwise,  who  can 
only  be  brought  to  a  realizing  sense  of  their  duty  to  their  fellow  men  by  a  strict 
administration  of  law  and  a  wholesome  dread  of  its  penalties.  We  sometimes  hear 
Masons  complain  that  the  Order  is  degenerating  into  an  institution  of  dollars  and 
cents  ;  dollars  and  cents  indeed  !  What  but  dollars  and  cents  clothes  the  naked  and 
feeds  the  hungry?  What  but  dollars  and  cents  furnishes  the  destitute  widow  and 
helpless  orphan  with  home  and  shelter  and  the  comforts  of  life  ?  Those  who  com- 
plain that  Masonry  is  an  institution  of  dollars  and  cents,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  are 
those  who  do  not  pay  their  dues,  or,  if  they  do,  pay  them  grudgingly  and  tardily  ; 
and  it  is  this  class  of  Masons  that  law  is  intended  to  reach." 

Companions,  organize  a  system  of  visitation  and  inspection.  If  necessary,  pay 
the  expenses  of  your  Grand  Officers,  for  this  special  work,  from  our  exchequer. 
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Ansare  the  companion  yon  Bclect  to  fill  my  place,  that  yon  will  approve  all  needed 
discipline,  and  rest  assured  that  in  two  yeari^  you  will  have  all  Chapters  with  retarna 
promptly  made,  dues  paid,  and  Representatives  here  happy  in  the  consciouBness  of 
their  well  doing. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  the  comfortable  balance  on  hand  of  $3676  61.  There 
is  also  a  surplus  loaned  of  $5500,  making  total  assets,  $9176  61 ;  a  very  good  showing. 

The  following  resolution,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand 
King  and  Grand  Scribe,  be,  and  are  hereby  constituted  a  Committee  of  Visitation 
and  inspection ;  and  that  said  committee  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day  while  actually  employed,  and  five  cents 
per  mile  for  all  necessary  travel. 

It  is  the  custom  in  Indiana  for  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  write  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  though  why  he  should  be  saddled  with  such  a  labor  in  addition  to 
his  legitimate  duties  is  beyond  our  ken.  Comp.  Fish,  however,  although  somewhat 
brief,  has  given  us  a  very  good  report  in  which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty- 
three  Grand  Chapters,  several  of  them  for  two,  and  one  for  three  years.  California 
for  1875,  receives  courteous  notice. 

Comp.  Fish  makes  but  few  comments,  but  selects  such  portions  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  as  he  thinks  will  prove  most  interesting  to  his 
reftders  and  leaves  them  to  form  their  own  conclusions.  A  little  more  Fish,  in  ours, 
if  you  please. 

The  if.'.  R\  LuciBN  A.  Foote  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.'.  E.\ 
John  M.  Bramwei«l  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Indianapolis. 

IOWA. 

The  twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Keokuk,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  October,  1875,— the  Mr.  E.'.  [Robert  F. 
BowEB,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  Rr,  E.'.W.  B.  Lanoridqe  being  Grand 
Secretary.  Forty-eight  of  the  seventy-five  chartered  Chapters  were  represented,  with 
three  under  dispensation.  This  appears  to  be  a  large  per  centage  of  unrepresented 
Chapters,  and  would  seem  to  imply  an  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  non-attendants 
which  is  not  complimentary  to  their  zeal. 

We  will  not  characterize  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  as  an  al)le  and  in- 
teresting paper,  for  fear  of  another  shot  from  the  satirical  Guilbert,  who  says  we 
have  the  phrase  stereotyped,  but  that  it  is  a  well  prepared,  straight-forward,  busi- 
ness-like document  is  true.  His  preliminary  remarks  are  brief  but  eloquent,  and  he 
propounds  some  pertinent  questions,  which  we  fear  would  trouble  not  a  few  of  us  to 
answer  In  the  affirmative.  After  a  brief  poetical  spasm  he  drops  the  exhortative  and 
proceeds  at  once  to  business.  Three  dispensations  to  form  new  Chapters,  with  the 
usual  number  of  specials,  were  granted  during  the  year. 

Of  one  of  the  subordinate  Chapters,  and  that  one  but  lately  organized,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  says :  "  It  seems  as  though  the  companions  will  not  agree  but  are  bent 
on  trouble.'-  He  states  that  he  has  received  several  discourtesies  at  the  hands  of  some 
of  the  members,  to  which. he  has  quietly  submitted  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  further 
states  that  drunkenness,  that  fruitful  source  of  discord,  is  the  cause  of  much  of  the 
trouble.  Evidence  that  the  Chapter  desires  to  rid  itself  of  unworthy  material,  is  given 
by  the  fact  that  two  of  the  members,  one  being  the  Secretary,  have  been  tried  and 
suspended.  This  unworthy  and  disgraced  Secretary  refused  to  surrender  the  books 
and  papers  of  his  office  when  demanded,  and  not  even  the  imperative  order  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  could  induce  him  to  give  them  up.  Short  work  would  be  made  of 
that  fellow  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  the  right  course  has  been  pursued  there,  by  order- 
ing the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  to  which  the  recalcitrant  Secretary  belongs,  to 
prefer  charges  of  insubordination  against  him  and  expel  him  from  the  Order. 
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Difficalties  have  arisen  also  by  reason  of  the  defalcation  of  a  Past  Grand  Treasu- 
rer, who  loaned  the  ftinds  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  himself  upon  insnfficientsecarity, 
and,  his  bondsmen  bavins  been  discharged,  the  Grand  Chapter  may  now  charge  the 
amount  to  profit  and  loss  accoant. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  :— 

1.  Several  Chapters  having  written  to  me,  calling  my  attention  to  the  action  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  about  substitutes,  and  iuquiring  whether  they  could  use 
them.  To  which  I  replied  :  Ist.  that  the  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  was 
not  mandatory ;  2d,  that  our  Grand  Chapter  had  passed  a  resolution  forbiddmg  their 
use;  and,  3d,  although  I  personally  favored  their  use,  yet  I  would  not  violate  the  plain 
law  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  therefore  I  refused  their  use. 

2.  In  reply  to  the  question,  whether  a  petition  which  had  been  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  was  in  their  hands,  could  be  withdrawn,  I  answered,  no. 

3.  In  repl^  to  an  inquiry,  I  ruled :  1st,  that  in  the  absence  of  the  High  Priest, 
King,  and  Scribe,  a  Chapter  could  not  be  opened  ;  2d,  that  it  required  nine  Royal 
Arch  Masons  to  open  a  Chapter;  and,  3d,  that  it  was  necesasry  that  they  should  all 
be  members  of  said  Chapter. 

4.  I  ruled  that  an  installed  High  Priest  cannot  resign,  nor  dimit,  until  his  sncces- 
Bor  is  duly  elected  and  installed. 

5.  I  ruled  that  when  an  appropriation  was  made  by  a  Chapter,  and  a  warrant 
properly  drawn  for  the  same  was  presented  to  the  Treasurer,  he  had  no  option  in  the 
matter,  but  must  pav  it. 

fi.  I  ruled  that  if  a  companion  dlmits  from  his  Lodge  and  remains  unaffiliated  a 
year,  he  becomes  non-affiliated  in  his  Chapter.  To  regain  his  membership,  he  must 
affiliate  with  his  Lodge  and  petition  his  Chapter  and  be  balloted  for,  the  same  as  a 
new  member. 

7.  In  the  case  of  Hebron  Chapter,  where  a  bill  wa^  s^reptitiously  allowed  by 
the  Chapter,  and  a  warrant  properly  drawn  was  refused  pa;«[nent  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  afterwards,  when  the  High  Priest  and  others  wrote  me  that  it  was  obtained  by 
fraud,  and  asked  me  what  to  do,  I  decided  that  the  same  power  which  passed  a  reso- 
lution could  rescind  it,  and  ordered  the  companions  to  be  summoned  to  a  special 
convocation  to  df^oide  the  matter,  which  they  did,  and  voted  against  it 

8.  I  ruled  that  a  Chapter  can  hold  only  one  regular  convocation  a  month,  but 
may  hold  any  number  of  special  convocations  for  conferring  the  degrees.  2d.  A 
Chapter  U.*.  D.*.  can  receive  and  ballot  upon  petitions  for  membership  accompanied 
with  dimit,  but  they  cannot  grant  dimits. 

We  concur  in  these  decisions,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  clause  of  the 
eighth.  We  have  always  held,  and  still  hold,  .that  a  Chapter  under  dispensation 
possesses  all  the  rights  and  powers  of  a  chartered  Chapter,  except  the  right  to  elect 
its  officers  and  to  representation  in  the  Grand  Chapter.  If  they  have  the  right  to  re- 
ceive petitions,  confer  degrees,  and  affiliate  members,  why  have  they  not  the  right 
to  discharge  them? 

The  Grand  High  Priest  regrets  that,  in  his  jurisdiction,  the  "  Hindoo*'  system  of 
teaching  the  work  prevails  ;  that  is,  by  means  of  printed  rituals,  and  recommends 
the  appointment  of  a  Grand  Lecturer  as  much  the  better  plan.  We  concur.  He 
approves  of  the  use  of  substitutes,  and  sustains  his  position  by  quoting  the  follow- 
ing from  a  report  of  Comp.  Pabvin,  which  accords  with  our  views  :— 

Your  committee  cannot,  however,  let  the  occasion  pass  without  an  expression  of 
their  opinion  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  second  decision  (substitutes);  that 
while  tbe  u^e  of  substitutes  was  practiced  by  all  the  old  Chapters,  and  our  fathers 
in  Masonry  walked  in  that  way,  we  regret  that  a  uniformity  cannot  now  be  observed 
in  this  respect.  And  we  disapprove  of  tbe  legislation  of  State  Grund  Chapters  for- 
bidding their  use,  believing  that  the  whole  subject  should  be  left  to  the  several  Chap- 
ters, to  use  them  or  not,  as  demanded  by  the  occasion. 

He  urges  strict  compliance  with  the  law  relative  to  selecting  and  recording  the 
Mark,  and  we  know  of  no  way  so  effectual  to  accomplish  this  object  as  to  make  it  a 
prerequisite  to  exaltation. 

He  speaks  feelingly  of  the  death  of  Comp.  U.  D.  Tatlor,  who  for  several  years 
wrote  the  Report  on  Correspondence  for  that  Grand  Chapter,  and  whose  reports 
were  always  interesting  and  spicy,  albeit  they  were  sometimes  somewhat  sharp  and 
incisive.  With  the  Grand  High  Priest,  from  our  heart  we  say,  "  Peace  to  his  mem- 
ory.''   He  also  notices  in  fitting  terms  the  demise  of  Comps.  Andrew  Johnson,  of 
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Tennessee,  and  Charles  Whitlocx  Moobe,  of  Maflaacbasetts,  "the  one  eminent  as  a 
BtateBman»  the  other  as  a  Mason." 

The  Urand  High  Priest,  with  Comps.  Farvin  and  Less,  attended  the  Triennial 
Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  Nashville,  and,  on  their  way  thither, 
they  "  met  a  wayfaring  roan/'  one  Enoch  T.  Carson  of  Ohio,  who  was  glad  to  meet 
them  thus  alone,  and  who  killed  a  fatted  calf  and  feasted  them  thereon,  and  showed 
them  his  library  and  things  and  otherwise  pleasantly  entreated  them.  Of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  he  says,  "  I  feel  assured  that  it  has  entered  apon  a  new  life  with 
renewed  vigor,  and  now  only  needs  to  assert  its  rights  and  maintain  them." 

The  newly  elected  Grand  Officers  were  pnblicly  installed,  apon  which  occasion 
an  eloquent  and  truly  interesting  oration  was  delivered  by  Comp.  Parvin,  Grand 
Orator.  We  regret  tliat  we  have  not  space  to  give  this  excellent  paper  in  fall,  as  it 
is  one  which  every  Mason  should  read. 

Comp.  Parvin  is  not  of  those  who  believe  that  Masonry  existed  before  the  world 
was,  or  that  Adam,  when  he  donned  the  fig  leaf,  became  the  first  Grand  Master.  He 
has  the  courage  to  attack  and  hold  up  to  ridicule  the  musty  theories  of  the  holiday 
orators,  who  make  themselves  and  Masonry  ridiculous  by  claiming  for  it  a  fabulous 
antiquity.    We  have  only  room  for  the  following  extract : — 

When  and  wherever  Masonry  did  originate,  it  was  the  work  of  man's  hand,  and 
although  we  believe  it  to  be  the  oldest,  if  not  the  best,  of  human  benevolent  and  so- 
cial inslitations,  it  certainly  commends  itself  to  the  enlightened  consideration  and 
unprejudiced  judgment  of  men  for  what  it  is,  and  what  it  has  done  as  one  of  the  con- 
servators of  human  actions.  It  is  not  wholly  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  trace  its 
origin  to  the  fabulous  ages,  or  what  is  worse,  to  claim  as  its  author  and  founder  the 
Creator  of  the  universe  and  of  man,  as  all  such  pretensions  only  serve  to  cast  ridi- 
cule upon  the  silly  pretender,  if  not  upon  the  Institution  itself.  Nor  did  it  commence 
its  wonderful  and  universal  mission  fully  developed,  as  we  now  find  it,  as  sprang 
Minerva  full-fledged  from  Jupiter's  brain— but  it  is  the  growth  of  agen,  and  in  its 
progress  has  largely  adapted  itself  to  the  wants  of  men  as  the  years  have  rolled  by, 
notwithstanding  the  equally  vain  boast  of  some  of  its  followers  that  it  has  been  and 
is  as  unchangeable  as  were  the  famed  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians.  It  originated 
in  the  wants  of  man,  and  was  created  to  meet  the  demands  of  an  age  of  transition, 
when  old  things  were  beginning  to  pass  awa^  and  a  new  light  began  to  dawn  upon 
the  world,  coming  forth  to  a  newer  and  a  higher  civilization,  in  which  Masonry  waa 
to  be  what  it  has  ever  proved,  a  powerful  agency  for  good. 

Its  value  is  inherent,  and  is  made  manifest  by  what  it  has  accomplished  for  the 
world  as  a  pre-eminently  social,  moral,  and  benevolent  institution.  Societies  in  an 
organized  form  are  a  necessity  of  man's  existence  in  a  state  conducive  to  his  highest 
development  and  greatest  happiness.  And  as  the  world  has  seen  and  felt  the  power 
and  influence  of  Masonry,  so  have  those  who  were  not  of  the  household  of  faith 
organized  one  and  another  of  the  numerous  societies  of  the  day,  all  oflT^ihoots  in  form 
and  design  of  the  Masonic  institution,  though  modified  to  meet  the  particular  and 
peculiar  ideas  or  wants  which  have  called  them  into  existence.  Each  and  all  of 
these,  no  doubt,  are  accomplishing  good  in  their  way— some  general,  others  local — 
and  we  bid  them  go  on  and  do  all  tne  good  they  can.  while  we,  their  elder  sister  or 
brother— we  leave  the  determination  of  the  gender  to  the  grammarians  of  the  future — 
will  heartily  bid  them  rejoice. 

A  committee  of  three  were  appointed  to  procure  and  present  to  Comp.  Bower  a 
Past  High  Priest  jewel,  a  just  recognition  of  faithful  service. 

A  resolution  waa  adopted,  requiring  the  defaulting  Grand  Treasurer  to  appear  at 
the  next  Annual  Convocation  and  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  suspended  or 
expelled. 

An  elaborate  description  of  the  festivities  which  followed  the  close  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  is  given,  but  we  have  no  room  to  insert  it  It  must  have  been  a  grand 
affair,  and  we  congratulate  our  companions  upon  their  social  saccess,  without 
excess. 

Comp.  GriLBERT  again  comes  to  the  front  with  one  of  his  model  Reports  on  Corre- 
spondence. The  proceedings  of  thirty  Grand  Chapters,  with  those  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  are  reviewed  in  this  able  writer's  most  pleasing  style.  The  proceed- 
ings of  California  for  1875,  and  particularly  our  report  for  that  year,  receive  from 
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bim  marked  attention.  He  speaks  of  ns  in  terms  too  flattering  for  a  modest  man  to 
repeat,  and  then  places  as  under  his  dissecting  knife,  which  he  uses  freely  but 
kindly.  He  langba  at  the  resolution  ordering  the  portrait  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
January  to  be  hung  in  the  portrait  gallery  when  finished,  and  facetiously  says  he  Is 
"  glad  that  the  Grand  Chapter  was  sharp  enough  to  order  Grand  Secretary  Wiggin 
not  to  hang  the  portrait  until  it  w^  finished, *^  and  wants  to  know  if  we  are  so  apt  to 
go  off  "  half-cocked"  that  the  Grand  Chapter  found  it  necessary  to  pass  this  order. 

We  can  assure  Comp.  Guilbert  that  we  are  not  that  kind  of  a  gun  ;  we  are  not  a 
"  breech  loader,*'  and  only  go  off  at  the  full. 

He  pokes  fun  at  us  for  using  what  he  terms  a  "  stereotyped  phrase,'*  with  refer- 
ence to  Addresses  of  Grand  High  Priests.  We  plead  guilty,  but  sometimes  we  wax 
alothful,  and  dislike  to  hunt  up  new  terms  to  express  an  idea  when  old  ones  come  so 
convenient  to  the  hand.  He  accuses  us  of  ringing  the  changes  on  an  "  irreverent 
allusion  "  to  the  name  of  Grand  High  Priest  Bower,— whom  we  termed  the  "  Right 
Bower  "—and  says :  **  Evidently  Wiggin  is  desirous  to  have  ft  generally  understood 
that  his  knowledge  of  poker  nomenclature  is  born  of  long  familiarity  with  the  game." 
We  are  certain  that  no  one  will  accuse  Gcilbert  of  familiarity  with  the  game,  long 
or  short,  for  who  ever  heard  of  a  Bower  in  Poker?  You  can  caU  us,  or  go  tetter ^ 
Bro.  Guilbert.  He  cuts  clear  to  the  bone  on  the'subject  of  special  dispensations, 
saying  of  us.  '*He  seems  to  be  of  that  class  who  look  with  holy  horror  upon  special 
dispensations,  although  I  doubt  if  he  could,  with  all  his '  cunning  offence.'  write  a 
conrtnein^  argument  against  the  practice."  We  don't  know  that  we  can  write  an 
argument  which  will  convince  Comp.  Guilbert,  but  we  have  no  hesitation  in  giving 
our  views  and  taking  the  chances,  knowing  that  very  hardened  sinners  are  sometimes 
brought  under  conviction. 

Masonic  Bodies  are  governed  bylaws  which  have  been  carefhily  framed  and  adopt- 
ed for  the  general  welfare  ;  and  any  infraction  of  these  laws  is  considered  a  Masonic 
offense,  and  subjects  the  offender  to  arraignment  and  punishment.  What  the  law 
proscribes,  should  not  be  permitted  or  encouraged,  especially  by  him  to  whom  the 
Order  looks  up  as  its  head.  Special  dispensations  are  simply  permits,  either  to  vio- 
late the  law  absolutely,  or  to  remedy  the  effects  of  its  violation,  and  their  tendency 
is  to  create  a  contempt  for,  or  careless  disregard  of  the  law  ;  for,  where  a  strict 
compliance  with  its  provisions  would  sometimes  cause  some  inconvenience,  they  are 
often  carelessly,  or  rather  carefully  ignored,  knowing  that  a  special  dispensation 
can  be  obtained  to  make  the  matter  right. 

We  are  aware  that  emergent  cases  may  arise,  where  a  strict  compliance  with  the 
law  might  cause  great  hardships  and  injustice,  and  thus  we  do  not  object  to  having 
tie  power  to  relieve  such  cases  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  head  of  the 
Order;  but  these  cases  are  of  rare  occurrence,  and  the  power  thus  given  to  violate 
the  law,  should  be  most  carefully  and  judiciously  exercised. 

Comp.  Guilbert  arraigns  us  m  the  "  High  Court  of  Fraternity"  for  perpetrating 
a  joke  on  him  without  bringing  the  fact  to  his  knowledge.  We  simply  refer  him  to 
the  Proceedings  of  Iowa  for  1873,  and  to  our  answer  in  1874. 

He  thinks  it  strange  that  we  should  be  surprised  at  the  action  of  an  Iowa  com- 
panion, who  declined  to  receive  money,  voted  him  as  a  pro-tenh  officer,  because  of 
the  bad  precedent  it  would  establish ;  and  insinuatingly  asks,  "  Is  it  unknown  In 
California  Masonic  circles  for  companions  to  be  proof  against  temptation  ? "  We 
answer  that  in  California  it  is  by  no  means  unknown,  but  outside  of  it,  instances  are 
80  rare  that  when  one  does  occur  it  excites  our  special  admiration. 

He  heartily  concurs  in  our  views  upon  the  question  of  Lodge  affiliation  and  the 
liability  of  members  to  pay  dues,  but  he  does  not  believe  in  suspension  as  a  penalty 
for  non-payment,  and  desires  us  to  define  our  position  upon  that  point.  We  have 
written  so  much  upon  this  question  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  that  we 
are  heartily  tired  of  the  subject ;  but  as  Comp.  Guilbert  desires  to  know  how  we 
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stand,  we  will  inform  him  that  we  are  nnqnalifiedly  in  favor  of  saspenBion  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  bnt  as  we  have  neither  time  nor  space  to  reiterate  the  arguments 
hitherto  adduced  in  sapport  of  our  position*  we  must  refer  him  to  our  former  reports, 
if  he  has  them,  if  not,  we  will  send  them  to  him  in  full. 

We  regretfully  lay  down  this  "  able  and  interesting  '*  report,  as  there  is  much  in 
it  we  wonld  be  glad  to  notice ;  bnt,  time's  up. 

The  jlf.'.  E.\  Horace  8.  Winslow  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  it  is  un- 
necessary to  state  who  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Muscatine. 

KANSAS. 

The  eleventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas  was  held  in  the 
City  of  Topeka  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  1875,<— the  Jf.*.  E,'.  John  M.  Rice, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  22.*.  E.\  Erasmus  T.  Carr  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Sixteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented  and  the  Representatives  of  thirteen 
sister  Grand  Chapters  were  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  opening  his  address,  alluded  in  feeling  terms  to  a  pei^ 
sonal  affliction,  he  having  lately  lost,  by  death,  his  only  son. 

We  sincerely  sympathise  with  our  companion  in  his  deep  sorrow,  and  trust  that 
He  who  rules  in  the  Grand  Chapter  above  will  afford  him  that  consolation  which  no 
earthly  power  can  bestow. 

He  congratulates  bis  companions  upon  the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  Royal 
Craft  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  upon  the  abundant  harvests  which  have  succeeded  the 
sad  destruction  of  last  year.  He  alludes  in  appropriate  terms  to  the  companions  of 
other  jurisdictions  who  have  gone  before  to  carry  up  their  work  for  inspection,  and 
pays  a  fraternal  tribute  to  their  memory.  He  reports  the  issuance  of  six  dispensa- 
tions to  form  new  Chapters,  and  eight  special  dispensations  for  sundry  purposes. 

Of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia,  which  was  refused  recognition  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas  at  its  last  Annual  Convocation,  he  thus  speaks : — 

At  itfi  session  in  1873,  this  Grand  Body  refused  to  recognize  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  West  Virginia.  This  action  was  based  upon  the  assumption  that  inasmuch  as  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  denied  the  authority  of,  and  refused  allegiance  to, 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  it  was  inconsistent  and  improper  for 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas,  acknowledging  as  it  does  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter  and  obeying  its  edicts,  to  recognize  any  (rrand  Chapter  denying 
this  authority,  or  refusing  this  allegiance.  It  is  well  known  that  this  action  on  the 
part  of  this  Grand  Body  was  not  taken  in  any  hostile  or  unfriendly  spirit  toward  the 
Companions  of  W«st  Virginia  or  their  Grand  Chapter,  but  was  the  result  of  what  we 
believed  was  our  right  and  duty  under  the  circumstances.  However,  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  at  its  late  Convocation  at  Nashville,  having 
decided  that  the  State  of  West  Virginia  was  never  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter,  but  was  a  component  part  of  old  Virginia,  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
which  has  always  been  recognized  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  although  not  a 
constituent  part  thereof,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  was  accordingly  recog- 
nized by  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  our  action  on  this  subject  be  reconsidered,  that  our 
resolution  refusing  recognition  be  rescinded,  snd  that  this  Grand  Body  at  once  cor- 
dially and  fraternally  recognize  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia,  and  welcome 
her  to  the  great  and  happy  family  of  State  Grand  Chapters. 

We  trust  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  will  accept  the  somewhat  tardy 
recognition  in  good  spirit,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  companions  of  Kansas 
acted  from  a  sense  of  duty  alone,  and  not  from  any  animosity  toward  them.  The 
Grand  Chapters  of  Nevada  and  Colorado  were  also  recognized  and  greeted  as  mem- 
bers of  the  harmonious  sisterhood. 

Representatives  were  received  and  accredited  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  Ohio,  Georgia  and  Kentucky,  and  appointed  near  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  California,  District  of  Columbia,  Georgia,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Mississippi,  Ohio,  Oregon  and  Tennessee. 

We  note  the  following  decisions  :^ 
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1.  In  the  absence  of  tho  High  Prient,  King  and  Scribe,  no  subordinate  oflScer  or 
Past  Hich  Priest  is  aathorized  to  open  the  Chapter.  If  either  one  of  the  three  prin- 
cipal officers  i»  present  he  can  requpst  any  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  open  the  Chapter, 
or  preside  over  it  when  open,  or  confer  the  degrees. 

2.  To  constitute  a  qnomni,  or  open  the  Chapter,  there  mnst  be  present  nine  reg- 
ular Royal  Arch  Masono,  and  that  number  must  continue  to  be  present  in  order  to 
lawfully  transact  any  business.  The  required  nine  need  not  all  be  members  of  the 
Chapter  in  order  to  open  and  close  the  Chapter,  and  to  confer  degrees,  but  to  trans- 
act any  other  business  there  must  be  nine  members  of  .the  Chapter  present. 

3.  According  to  the  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Chapter  the  Capitular  Degrees  cannot 
be  conferred  for  less  than  forty  dollars.  An  agreement  with  a  petitioner  for  him  to 
pay  to  the  Chapter  forty  dollars  for  the  degrees,  with  the  understanding  that  when 
ne  obtained  them  the  Chapter  would  refund  him  a  part  of  the  required  fee  so  paid,  is 
an  evasion  and  violation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  By-Laws. 

4.  After  a  candidate  petitions  for  the  degrees,  and  before  they  are  conferred,  if 
the  Chapter  amends  its  By-Laws  reducing  the  fees  for  the  degrees,  the  candidate  is 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  reduction.  He  can  only  be  required  to  pay  the  stipulated 
fee  for  the  respective  degrees  at  the  time  they  are  conferred. 

5.  Subordinate  Chapters  have  the  right  to  adopt  their  own  By-Laws,  if  not  in 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  and  By-I^aws  aftd  general  Regulations  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  the  established  usages  of  the  Order.  Such  By-Laws  need  not  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Grand  Chapter  nor  Grand  High  Priest  for  approval. 

6.  A  companion  has  no  right  to  disclose  the  character  of  his  ballot  If  he  does 
so  he  can  be  disciplined. 

7.  Previous  service  in  a  subordinate  office  in  the  Chapter  is  not  necessary  to  make 
a  member  eligible  to  the  office  of  High  Priest. 

8.  An  actual  Past  Master  receiving  the  Capitular  Degrees  must  have  the  Past 
Master's  degree  again  conferred  on  him  in  the  Chapter. 

9.  It  is  the  moral  and  Masonic  duty  of  everv  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  abstain  ft-om 
profanity,  gambling  and  intemperance.  For  the  habitual  and  persistent  practice  of 
either  of  these  vices,  especially  after  a  fraternal  admonition,  a  companion  can  and 
ought  to  be  disciplined  oy  his  Chapter. 

We  concur  in  all  these  decisions  except  No.  5.  We  believe  no  subordinate  Chapter 
should  be  allowed  to  adopt  or  amend  its  By-Laws  without  submitting  them  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  or  Grand  High  Priest  for  approval. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  concurred  in  all  the  decisions  except  No.  2,  in- 
sisting that,  although  it  required  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  legally  open  a  Chapter 
and  transact  business,  they  need  not  all  be  members.  After  a  protracted  discussion 
upon  this  portion  of  the  report,  the  following  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  :— 

Resolved,  That  to  constitute  a  quorum  or  open  a  Chapter,  there  must  be  present 
nine  regular  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  that  number  must  continue  present  in  order  to 
lawfully  work  or  transact  any  business.  Five  of  the  number  must  be  members  of 
the  Chapter. 

This  is  "whipping  the  devil  around  the  stump  *'  with  a  vengeance.  If  five  mem- 
bers may  legally  transact  business,  why  not  three,  or  two,  or  one  ?  Suppose  some 
measure  was  before  the  Chapter  which  vitally  affected  its  interests  ?  What  right 
have  those,  who  are  present  there  only  by  courtesy,  and  who  have  "  no  part  or  lot " 
in  the  matter,  to  aid  in  constituting  a  quorum  to  enable  a  minority  of  the  members  to 
vote,  perhaps,  against  the  interests  of  a  majority  who  may  unavoidably  be  absent? 
The  doctrine  is  pernicious,  and  in  our  opinion  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  correct  in 
his  decision  and  should  have  been  sustained. 

The  following  resolution  was  very  properly  squelched : — 

Resolved,  That  the  suspension  of  a  Master  Mason  by  his  Lodge,  for  non-payment 
of  dues,  does  not  alTect  his  standing  in  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

We  are  pleased  to  sec  that  the  opinion  we  have  always  enunciated,  relative  to 
Chapters  Under  Dispensation,  was  endorsed  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso 
tion : — 

Resolvpdy  That  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas  hereby  vests  in  its  subordinates 
Under  Dispensation  full  powers  of  discipline  over  their  members,  and  the  right  to 
exercise  all  the  powers  of  chartered  Chapters,  save  the  election  and  installation  of 
officers. 
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Some  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  who  had  an  all-pervading  idea  of  the  "fitness 
of  things,"  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Jnrispradence,  who  forgot  to  report  upon  it: — 

Resoloedt  That  in  all  Chapters  under  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  when  they  cannot 
by  a  wise  and  judicious  exercise  of  the  authority  possessed  by  each  Chapter  procure 
an  attendance  of  at  least  nine  members  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Chapter,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  M.*.  E.*.  High  Priest  to  report  the  same  to  the  M.*.  E.*,  Grand 
High  Priest,  who  shall  at  once  notify  said  Chapter  that  their  charter  must  be  sur- 
rendered. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  six  new  Chapters  had  been  constituted  during 
the  year. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  practiced  pen  of  the  Grand  Sec. 
retary,  Comp.  Eraskus  T.  Cahb,  and  is  an  ably  written  paper.  Thirty-eight  Grand 
Bodies  pass  under  his  review,  including  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Comp.  Carr  went  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  with  the  sharpest  kind 
of  a  stick,  but  the  General  Grand  Chapter  broke  the  stick,  and  now  Carr  is  mad 
about  it.  In  his  notice  of  Alabama,  after  quoting  certain  questions  propounded  by 
Comp.  PiLLANS,  which  seem  to  have  stirred  his  bile,  he  says  :— 

The  foregoing  would  seem  to  demand  a  reply  by  this  committee,  and  while  we 
attempt  to  make  it,  we  wish  to  be  understood  as  expressing  our  individual  views,  and 
for  which  the  Grand  Chapter  are  not  responsible. 

As  to  the  questions  asked,  we  answer :  For  ourselves  we  are  f>ee  to  admit  that 
there  are  Royal  Arch  Masons  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
who  do  not  acknowledge  its  authority,  with  whom  we  would  willingly  ft-aternize. 
There  are  whole  jurisdictions,  too,  within  the  United  States,  who  disown  all  alle- 
giance to  the  "  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  who  have 
our  highest  regards  and  hearty  recognition,  and  we  would  be  the  last  to  refuse  them 
fellowship.  As  to  the  action  of  this  Grand  Chapter  toward  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
West  Virginia,  we  have  simply  to  say  that,  in  raising  the  question  as  we  did,  we  did 
it  more  to  show  the  ridiculous  side  of  the  affair  than  for  any  ill  feeling  toward  our 
West  Virginia  companions.  We  did  not  anticipate  the  result.  Knowing,  as  we  also 
did,  the  temper  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  on  such  questions,  we  consider  our 
action  hasty  and  inconsiderate,  and  that  the  question  should  have  been  deferred  until 
after  the  Triennial  meeting  at  Nashville.  As  to  that  Grand  body,  we  must  sa^  we 
have  never  been  able  to  discover  any  good  reason  for  perpetuating  it,  or  of  having  a 
General  Grand  Chapter,  and  especially  when  it  is  "general "  but  in  name.  If  it  was, 
or  could  be,  what  the  name  implies,  there  would  be  some  hope  of  its  becoming  use- 
ful by  being  the  instrument  of  giving  us  uniformity  in  the  work  and  lectures  of  the 
Degrees,  a  nnifomi  Code,  and,  in  fact,  a  uniformity  of  action  on  all  subjects  pertain- 
ing to  the  Royal  Art.  As  it  is,  it  is  powerless  to  enforce  its  own  edicts,  or  too  timid 
to  assert  what  power  it  has,  as  witnessed  by  its  very  accommodating  way  of  dealing 
with  all  obstinate  questions.  "Anything  for  peace  "  is  its  motto  ;  so  the  Institution 
is  perpetuated,  and  for  the  reason,  apparently,  that  a  few  aspiring  companions  may 
meet  together  every  three  years  at  the  expense  of  their  several  jurisdictions,  have  a 
good  time,  and  the  more  ambitions  of  their  number  receive  the  honor  of  an  election 
to  office  in  the  August  and  Sublime  Body.    "  Only  this,  and  nothing  more." 

Our  Grand  Chapter  is  a  firm  supporter  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  as  a 
member  will  remain  a  faithful  subject ;  but,  personally,  we  have  no  nse  for  what  is 
known  as  the  "General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States 
of  America." 

Now,  Comp.  Carr,  do  keep  cool,  and  don't  be  angry  because  our  venerable 
grandmother  took  away  the  little  hatchet  with  which  you  were  endeavoring  to  de- 
stroy so  promising  a  cherry  tree.  Just  visit  the  General  Grand  Chapter  once  and 
meet  the  good  fellows  who  there  do  congregate,  and  participate  with  them  in  the 
arduous  labors  of  one  Triennial  Convocation,  and  our  word  for  it,  you  will  have 
further  **  nse  "  for  that  "  august "  assemblage  which  meets  in  November ;  that  is,  if 
you  get  out  alive. 

California  for  1875,  receives  courteous  and  fraternial  notice  at  his  hands.  He 
quotes  the  opening  paragraph  of  Comp.  January's  Address,  and  is  pleased  to  char- 
acterize our  humble  report  as  *'the  interesting  feature  of  the  proceedings."  He 
quotes  our  remarks  in  answer  to  Comp.  Lewis,  of  Connecticut,  relative  to  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  and  says  it  is  a  very  good  argument  but  rather  too  progressive  for  his 
orthodox  yiews. 
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Remember,  Comp.  Carr,  that  "  Masonry  is  a  progressive  science,'^  and  if  we  live 
long  enough,  we  hope  to  educate  yon  np  to  the  point  to  which  we  have  progressed. 
He  is  a  little  caustic  on  Iowa,  as  witness  the  following : — 

That  old  wheel-horse  in  Masonry,  Comp.  T.  S.  Parvin,  submitted  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  and  ablv  reviews  the  Proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Chapters, 
Kansas  of  the  number.  It  does  us  good  once  more  to  read  a  Masonic  Report  on 
Correspondence  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

We  have  in  the  last  few  years  observed  many  things  in  the  reports  from  that 
jurisdiction^  which,  to  our,  perhaps,  narrow  conception,  were  totally  at  variance 
with  the  teachings  and  real  purposes  of  the  Order ;  and  in  our  notice  of  them  we 
have  said  what  we  believe  it  was  our  duty  to  say.  We  may  have  gone  too  far;  if  so, 
we  are  ready  to  apologize,  and  trust  our  apology  will  be  accepted.  We  will  not  ask 
Comp.  Parvin  to  apologize  now,  but  if  he  again  says  of  us,  "  Consistency  is  no  longer 
a  jewel  there,"  we  shall  feel  compelled  to  do  so. 

In  his  review  of  North  Carolina,  commenting  upon  the  report  of  Comp.  South 
OATB  he  says : — 

He  quotes  our  remarks  concerning  the  Texas  practice  of  allowing  visitors  to  vote 
npon  the  application  for  degrees.  We  said,  personally  we  agree  with  him.  He  says: 
" Personally  we  dissent,  so  that  'We  three  cannot  agree.'  We  believe  it  contrary 
to  all  law,  that  such  a  thing  as  visitors  voting  on  any  question,  should  be  tolerated 
in  any  Lodge  or  Chapter.  We  are  a  close  communion  Mason  in  that  particular. 
Let  outsiders  have  no  part  or  lot  in  the  business  transactions  of  the  Chapter." 

Since  we  said  what  we  did  npon  the  subject,  we  have  become  still  more  con- 
vinced that  the  practice  would  be  of  vast  benefit  to  the  Order,  and  should  be  en- 
couraged. We  don't  believe  that  a  Roysl  Arch  Mason,  and  member  of  a  Chapter  in 
good  standing,  is  an  outsider  in  any  Chapter  when  the  question  to  be  decided  is, 
**  Shall  this  brother  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  ?"  We  would  give  the  right  of  bal- 
lot, and  also  the  right  of  objection,  to  all  companions  in  good  standing  wherever 
they  may  be.  Being  made  a  member  of  the  Order,  comprehends  far  more,  Comp. 
SouTHQATB,  than  mere  membership  in  a  particular  Lodge  or  Chapter. 

We  cannot  agree  with  Comp.  Cabr  upon  this  point.  We  believe  with  Comp. 
SovTHOATE,  that  such  a  proceeding  is  contrary  t(/all  law,  and  positively  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  the  Order. 

Each  Chapter  is  a  family  by  itself,  and  alone  has  the  right  to  say  who  shall  become 
its  members.  The  theory  is,  that  no  Mason  will  reject  an  applicant  from  personal 
pique  or  prejudice,  but  unfortunately  the  theory  is  not  sustained  by  the  practice.  If 
the  custom  advocated  by  Comp.  Cark  were^to  obtain,  an  unscrupulous  man,  having 
a  prejudice  of  a  purely  personal  nature  against  another,  might  follow  him  into  any 
Chapter  to  which  he  might  apply  and  prevent  his  admission. 

'There  are  so  many  points  in  this  excellent  report  that  w«  would  like  to  comment 
npon  that  we  lay  it  down  with  regret,  but  we  have  given  to  Kausas  all  the  space  we 
can  afford. 

The  M,\  E.\  Thoxas  J.  Anderson  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,\ 
E.\  Erasmus  T.  CARRwas  re*elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Leavenworth. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky  held  its  sixtieth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  City 
of  Louisville  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  October,  1875,— the  M.'.E,\Jo9kph.  P.  Foree, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  i2.*.  K\  Joseph  H.  Bhanham  being  Grand  Secre- 
tary. Nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests  added  the  weight  of  their  dignity  to  the  open* 
ing,  and  several  subordinate  Chapters — we  couldn't  stop  to  count  them— were  repre- 
sented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commences  his  Address  with  the  sad  announcement  of  the 
death  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  John  M.  S.  McCokkle. 

Tmly,  onr  sister  has  "  passed  through  the  waters  of  aflBiction."  Last  year  she 
mourned  the  death  of  Munger,  and  now  she  sheds  bitter  tears  upon  the  tomb  of 

McCORKLE. 

Comp.  McCoRKLE  was  a  master  workman  in  the  Royal  Art,  and  his  reputation  as 
a  Mason  was  by  no  means  confined  to  his  own  jurisdiction.    He  had  filled  the  impor- 
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tant  offices  of  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentockj  and  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  no  higher  tribnte  conld  be  paid  to  his  memory  than  that 
bestowed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  when  he  said  of  him :  '*  He  never  failed  in  the 
discharge  of  any  daty  assigned  to  him.''    "  B^quieactU  inp<ice,** 

In  speaking  of  the  last  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  says :  "The  friendship  formed  among  the  Royal  Craft  from  twenty-five 
States  of  this  Union,  by  their  warm,  cordial,  and  fraternal  greetings,  have  made  im' 
pressions  upon  me  which  time  can  never  efface." 

He  complains  of  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  work,  and  earnestly  suggests  that 
something  be  done  to  remedy  the  evil.  He  had  refused  all  applications  for  special 
dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time,  which  refusal  meets  our  hearty  concur- 
rence. But  few  questions  of  Masonic  law  bad  been  submitted  to  him  and  none  of 
sufficient  importance  to  reporL  Two  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chap- 
ters were  granted.  Twenty-six  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Chapters  were 
appointed;  among  them,  Comp.  Charles  Mak8h,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  for  Cali- 
fornia. 

He  earnestly  recommends  to  the  fostering  care  of  his  companions  the  Masonic 
Widow's  and  Orphan's  Home  and  Infirmary.  This  noble  charity  has,  it  appears,  sus- 
tained a  heavy  loss,  amounting  to  about  $30,000.  This  loss  was  occasioned  by  a  heavy 
storm  which  swept  over  it,  completely  demolishing  certain  portions  ot  it  and  leaving 
it  almost  a  wreck.  We  are  not  advised  whether  there  were  any  lives  lost  by  the 
ni^ortunate  occurrence. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  the  total  assets  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to 
be  $4580  80,  all  but  $780  of  which  is  invested  in  various  securities. 

A  donation  of  $500  was  made  to  the  Widow's  and  Orphan's  Home.  It  makes  our 
heart  glad  to  record  it 

The  only  business  before  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  was  the  request  of  a  Chap- 
ter to  be  permitted  to  hold  an  election  at  a  time  other  than  that  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  which  would  hardly  be  considered  a  grievance  in  California.  The 
instructions  contained  in  Mackey's  Book  of  the  Chapter,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
work  in  the  vails,  were  adopted  and  the  subordinates  were  required  to  conform  thereto. 
A  resolution  was  adopted,  authorizing  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  appoint  a  Historio- 
grapher to  prepare  a  compendium  of  the  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter  from  its  organi- 
zation down  to  the  year  1875. 

Comp.  H.  A.  M.  Henderson  presented  one  of  those  chatty  and  saucy,  yet  intensely 
readable  reports  for  which  he  is  celebrated.  After  a  fit  of  the  blues  he  thus  gets 
down  to  his  work : — 

We  begin  our  annual  interview  with  our  brother  correspondents  remarkably  free 
from  bile ;  bat  as  it  is  watermelon  time,  and  we  are  fond  of  the  "  chili  eggs,"  if  any- 
thing dyspeptic  should  manifest  itself  before  we  get  through,  just  set  it  down  to  the 
fact  that  the 

"  Melon-cholic  days  are  come, 
The  saddest  of  the  year." 

If  anything  naughty  crops  out  in  this  report  we  pray  the  offended  one  to  forgive 
us,  for  ere  the  castigation  could  be  administered  to  us  we  would  be  so  amiable  as  to 
be  willing  to  render  any  apology  that  might  be  demanded.  Treat  everything  ugly 
in  our  comments  like  Rip  Van  Winkle  did  his  drinks^don't  count  it ! 

He  then  reviews,  in  his  usual  racy  manner,  the  transactions  of  thirty-six  Grand 
Bodies,  including  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  England,  Italy,  and  Brazil.  In  his 
review  of  Florida  he  quotes  the  following  significant  paragraph: — 

If  there  is  any  one  fact  more  noticeable  than  another,  it  is  that  peace  and  har- 
mony, the  grand  bulwarks  of  our  Institution,  everywhere  prevail.  The  Royal  Craft 
in  all  sections  of  our  great  country,  and,  so  far  as  beard  from,  in  other  lands,  seem  to 
be  inspired  with  that  laudable  ambition  of  "  who  can  best  live,  labor,  and  love." 
We  are  highly  gratified, and  we  have  no  doubt  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  will  share  with  us  in  this  gratification,  that  Masonry,  more  than  any  other 
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of  the  numerous  fraternal  institutions  in  our  country,  is  laboring  to  remove  the  ani- 
mosities generated  by  our  late  unfortunate  civil  war,  and  that  success  is  everywhere 
manifesting  itself  in  this  labor  of  love,  so  that  Masonrv  is  to-day  the  admiration  of 
the  nations  in  what  it  has  and  is  still  doing  for  the  benent  of  mankind. 

Upon  which  he  descants  as  follows : — 

We  have  no  doubt  but  that  Masonry  has  contributed  more  than  any  single  agency 
in  American  civilization  to  the  healing  of  the  wounds  made  by  the  civil  war,  and  of 
those  torn  agape  by  rapacious  political  demagogues  during  the  era  of  reconstruction. 
Bv  its  many  mmistries  of  chanty  during  the  war,  it  lent  to  the  desolation  a  beauty 
which  seemed  born  of  Heaven.  Like  a  universal  Good  Samaritan,  it  moved  amid 
battlefields, to  cheer  the  dying;  in  hospitals,  to  nurse  the  sick;  and  visited  prisons, 
to  stoop  to  kiss  with  lips  of  mercy  the  chains  of  captives.  Masonry  has  done  much, 
not  merely  to  bridge,  but  to  close  the  awful  chasm  into  which  had  leaped  so  many 
American  Curtii.  May  she  go  on  in  her  good  work  until  all  the  pains  and  penalties 
engendered  of  the  past  shall  be  forgotten  in  the  reign  of  an  era  whose  sole  distinction 
shall  be  '*  peace  and  good  will  among  men  1  *' 

To  all  which  we  say  amen ! 

He  gives  California  a  fair  share  of  his  attention,  and  ahoots  his  arrows- like  a  lite- 
rary Apache.  He  has  the  impudence  to  say  that  without  our  report  the  proceedings 
of  California  would  be  more  useful  in  a  barber's  shop  than  on  a  reporter's  table.  We 
can  say  with  perfect  consistency,  *'  you're  another."  What  would  the  proceedings 
of  old  Kentuck  be  without  his  report,  we  would  like  to  know  ?  The  proceedings 
proper,  of  Kentucky,  occupy  just  twenty-six  pages  of  the  Annual,  while  his  report 
covers  eighty  pages  of  appendix.  '*  Who's  a  crowin'  now  ?"  He  heaps  all  sorts  of 
abuse  upon  us,  says  one  adjective  describes  us  just  as  well  as  another,  and  then 
coolly  asks  how  we  like  it?  Says  his  name  is  Howard  Andrew  Millett  Henderson. 
Pity  he  hadn't  a  few  more.  He's  a  "  Merry  Andrew,"  anyhow.  He  irreverently  calld 
us  a  **  Rooster,"  and  because  we  once  said  Corson  slopped  over  occasionally,  he 
wants  to  know  if  we  take  that  good  man  for  a  "  swill  pail  ?"  He  says  we  are  **  spoil- 
ing for  a  bet,"  and  hopes  his  criticism  will  result  in  our  be^-terment. 

Since  we  owned  up  to  being  a  Pachyderm,  we  presume  Henderson  thinks  us 
impervious  to  any  of  his  witty  shafts.  Go  it,  old  fellow,  you  can't  pierce  our  hide, 
and  all  your  lance  thrusts  only  tickle  us. 

He  thus  speaks  of  a  "  brother  chip,"  in  his  review  of  Massachusetts  :— 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Companion  John 
W.  Dadmun.  Although  he  is  a  clergyman  he  does  not  belong  to  that  class  that  pro- 
duce a  race  of  bob-tail  cats  because  the  kittens  played  with  their  tails.  He  is  brim- 
full  of  good  humor,  and  does  not  belong  to  that  Pharisaical  brood  who  "  hope  to 
merit  Heaven  by  making  earth  a  hell,"  He  is  even  sinfully  humorous  enough  to 
make  a  pun  on  our  Initials,  Abra-A-a-m.  He  was  even  funny  enough  to  say  that  Cor- 
son's homely  "  phiz,"  in  the  New  Jersey  proceedings,  added  a  feature  of  excellence 
to  that  typographical  "  model  of  beauty."  He  is  so  much  in  love  with  the  *<poet 
laureate  "  of  Capitular  Masonry  thtCt  he  says :  *'  If  our  Grand  Chapter  should  continue 
to  refuse  to  appoint  representatives,  we  propose  to  visit  New  Jersey  on  our  own 
hook !"  New  Jersey  don't  want  you  hooking  around,  Dadmun.  At  least,  don't  "hook" 
anything  ftom  Corson.  While  on  your  travels  come  on  to  Kentucky,  and  we  promise 
to  keep  those  dreadful  Kuklnx  off  you,  and  show  you  a  land  than  which  we  believe 
the  world  has  none  more  glorious  to  show  the  human  eye. 

In  his  review  of  South  Carolina  he  has  the.  following,  which  has  our  hearty  con- 
currence : — 

We  cannot  see  how  any  respect  for  the  O.  B.  can  remain  in  the  mind  of  a  Grand 
Chapter  that  authorizes  cipher  work.  When  we  know  that  the  key  has  been  found 
to  the  hieroglyphics  of  the  Egyptian  pyramids,  the  tables  of  disentombed  Baelbeo 
and  Palmyra,  and  the  Rosetta  Stone,  who  can  doubt  but  that  human  ingenuity  is 
competent  to  the  interpretation  of  any  cipher  work  designed  for  the  occultation  of 
Masonry?  We  are  opposed  in  ^oto  to  cipher  work,  and  hope  our  Grand  Chapter 
will  never  give  countenance  to  a  system  so  adverse  to  the  landmarks  of  Ancient 
Masonry,  and  the  obligations  of  every  companion. 

He  fully  agrees  with  us  in  our  strictures  upon  the  new  burial  service  adopted  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  and  thus  expresses  himself :— 
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We  think  that  MassachasettB  has  not  only  exhibited  bad  taste  in  this  matter,  bnt 
acted  wrong.  The  right  of  burial  especially  belong  to  the  Master  Mason's  Degree. 
The  symbolism,  work,  and  doctrines  of  the  degree  suggest  the  propriety  of  this  sol- 
emn service  being  attached  to  this  degree.  When  Royal  Arcn  Masons  attempt  to 
control  this  matter  they  thereby  exclude  from  participation  the  bretbren  of  the 
Lodge  who  are  not  Chapter  members.  The  right  to  burial  properly  inheres  in  the 
Master's  Degree.  We  are  utterly  opposed  to  everything  which  tends  to  create  the 
idea  of  "  higher  Masonry."  There  is  no  higher  Masonry  than  the  Master  Mason's 
Degree.  Expulsion  here  operates  all  along  the  line  of  Capitular,  Cryptic,  and 
Chivalric  Musonry,  and  all  these  are  bnt  supplementary  to  the  Symbolic  Lodge. 
Ancient  Masonry — protected  by  landmarks  and  immemorial  usages — that  known  to 
Solomon  and  Hiram— is  Symbolic  or  Blue  Lodge  Masonry.  There  may  be  some  pro- 
priety in  the  Knights  Templar  adopting  and  using  a  banal  service,  because  they  are 
Christian  in  doctrine  and  ritual,  and  in  every  proper  sen^e  a  separate  Order  from 
Ancient  Masonry  ;  and  if  a  brother  prefers  to  be  buried  with  Christian  rite,  then  the 
Knights  Templar  may  titly  conduct  the  funeral  ceremonies.  Certainly  the  Royal 
Arch  and  Knights  Templar  have  no  rights  to  supremacy  founded  npon  the  assump- 
tion of  higher  rank  in  Masonry. 

We  would  like  to  select  many  more  good  things  from  this  live  report,  but  we 
have  neither  time  nor  space.  We  must  regretfully  bid  Henderson  good-bye,  only 
wishing  we  could  get  near  enough  to  him  to  hear  him  preach. 

Kentucky  has  under  her  jurisdiction  a  good  many  Chapters,  with  an  aggregate 
membership  of  377L 

The  Jf.-.  £'\  James  A.  Beattie  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  ft.-.  Z.-. 
Jos£ra  H.  Bkanham  was  elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Louisville. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana  held  its  twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  on  the  ninth  day  of  February,  1875,— the  M.\  E.\  Joseph  P. 
HoBNOK,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  James  C.  Batchelor,  M.  D.,  be- 
ing Grand  Secretary.    Twenty-four  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commences  his  Address  in  a  somewhat  gloomy  strain  ^ 
caused,  doubtless,  by  the  unfortunate  political  complications  in  that  distracted  juris- 
diction, and  by  the  disastrous  floods ;  but  he  offers  to  his  companions  the  consolation 
that,  "  with  God's  blessing,  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  State  has  still  preserved  its 
prosperity,  and  has  been  uninterrupted  in  its  work  of  usefulness." 

We  note  the  following  decisions  as  of  general  interest  to  the  Craft,  especially 
number  two : — 

lo^Xs  it  the  dtiiy  of  the  High  Priest,  at  the  opening  of  the  Chapter,  to  read  the 
selection  of  Scripture  from  11.  Thei^salouiaus,  which  is  prescribed  by  the  Monitor? 

I  have  been  unable,  after  strict  search,  to  find  that  this  Grand  Chapter  ever 
adopted  or  prescribed  any  particular  monitor,  chart,  or  similar  work ;  but  at  the 
Graud  Convocation  of  1859,  (p.  5d),  the  Grand  Secretary  was  ordered  to  procure 
copies  of  Mackey's  "Book  of  the  Chapter,"  snid  to  send  one  to  each  subordinate 
Chapter,  which  action  certainly  amounts  to  an  approval  of  that  work  ;  it  contains 
the  selection  of  Scripture  alluded  to,  and  I  believe  that  the  same  is  contained  in  all 
the  monitors.  I  therefore  held,  that  the  reading  of  the  passage  in  question  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  not  made  sacramental ;  that  it  is  to  be  treated  as  are 
the  opening  prayers  laid  down  in  the  Manuals  of  the  Lodge,  that  is,  as  something  very 
proper  and  appropriate  m  its  allotted  place,  but  which  may  be  set  aside  for  an  equally 
appropriate  Bubsiitute,  at  the  will  and  pleanure  of  the  presiding  oflBcer,  but  that  some 
formula  should  be  used  before  setting  the  Chapter  formally  to  work, 

2o  _i  decided  that  a  companion  is  not  to  be  considered  as  suspended  from  either 
Lodge  or  Chapter,  whose  name  has  been  stricken  from  the  roll  of  his  Lodge  under 
the  recent  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  (Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge,  1874,  p.  133)  ; 
nor  that  his  standing  in  his  Chapter  in  to  be  in  any  manner  affected  by  such  action  of 
his  Lodge  ;  and  that  such  action  is  not  equivalent  to  suspension. 

One  of  the  laws  of  our  institution  is,  that  all  the  rights  of  a  .Mason  in  the  higher 
degrees  depend  upon  the  conditions  with  which  he  procures  and  holds  the  lower 
degrees,  viz  :  the  E.  A.,  P.  C.  and  M.  M.,  they  being  at  the  foundation  of  all  the  oth- 
ers. As,  if  a  Mason  be  initiated  in  a  clandi'Stine  Lodge,  or  is  under  sentence  of  sus- 
pension or  expulsion,  it  is  forbidden  us  to  hold  Masonic  communication  with  him  ; 
indeed,  this  law  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  Order,  and  of  a 
dignity  superior  to  a  mere  law.    Of  similar  import  is  the  rule  that  expulsion  or  sua- 
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pemioD  by  a  Lodge  operates  ipaofcmto  an  expulsion  or  suspeoBion  from  the  Chapter ; 
indeed,  this  is  bnt  a  corollary  of  the  role;  we  cannot  hold  MasoDic  commnnication 
with  a  brother  under  sentence  of  suspension  ;  how  then  can  we  sit  with  him  in  the 
Chapter,  when  such  communication  would  be  absolutely  necessary? 

The  foregoiofi^,  we  know,  is  universal  in  it«  admission  as  a  law,  and  it  may  seem  a 
work  of  supererc^ation  to  notice  it,  but  it  freqoently  happens  that  it  is  necessary  to 
re-fitate  even  elementary  principles,  and  one  of  these  necessary  occasions  has  arisen 
by  the  presentation  of  the  question  which  elicited  my  decision. 

If  such  striking  from  the  roll  of  a  Lodge  is  equivalent  to  suspension,  then  such 
action  of  the  I^odge  suspends  the  brother  from  the  Lodge  and  from  the  Chapter,  ipso 
facto,  and  from  the  right  to  hold  Masonic  communication  with  any  brother. 

But  is  SQch  striking  from  the  roll  equivalent  to  suspension?  We  know  the  reso* 
lution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  referred  to,  so  states  it,  and  we  know  that  the  only  inter- 
pretation that  can  be  given  to  the  language  of  the  resolution  is  that  such  striking 
from  the  roW  is  suspension  ;  if  we  are  to  take  the  resolution  as  a  correct  expression 
of  Masonic  law,  the  controversy  is  ended,  and  the  striking  from  the  roll  of  the  Lodge, 
under  the  resolution  referred  to,  is  suspension  from  the  Lodge,  and  as  a  consequence, 
from  the  Chapter,  and  from  any  other  Masonic  body  of  a  higher  grade  than  that  of 
Master  Maaon. 

But  is  this  a  correct  expression  of  Masonic  law  ? 

1  unhesitatingly  answer,  it  is  not.  There  can,  in  the  method  proposed,  be  no 
equivalent  for  a  Masonic  trial,  in  which  all  the  usual  forms  are  followed,  on  charges 
regularly  preferred  and  conviction  bad,  resulting  in  suspension.  It  is  a  maxim  of 
Masonic,  as  well  aa  civil  law,  that  no  man  is  presumed  to  be  guilty  before  convic- 
tion  ;  itiAt  he  most  be  brought  before  his  peers  in  regular  form,  confronted  with  his 
accusers,  and  have  his  witnesses  brought  face  to  face  with  him,  and  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  his  defence.  Of  course,  the  legislative  body  has  the  power,  and  it 
is  its  duty  to  prescribe  the  form  and  all  the  particulars  in  the  proceedings,  from  the 
prelimi)iary  steps  to  final  conviction  and  sentence ;  but  still  there  must  be  forms, 
whatever  thev  may  be,  and  there  must  be  an  impartial  trial,  and  in  which  the  accused 
must  have  all  the  essential  opportunities  of  making  his  defence. 

A  vote  of  the  Lodge,  striking  a  brother's  name  from  the  roll,  under  the  resolution 
of  the  Qrand  Lodge  referred  to,  lacks  every  element  of  a  Masonic  trial ;  it  is  only  the 
case  of  a  brother  suspended  or  expelled  by  actual  sentence,  that  the  Chapter  can 
consider ;  it  is  only  a  brother  who  is  under  sentence  of  expulsion  or  suspension  with 
whom  we  can  hold  no  Masonic  communication  ;  in  this  we  are  not  under  the  neces- 
sity of  waiting  for  a  formal  certificate  of  the  fact ;  we  being  ourselves  Master  Masons 
ma^  and  must  know  it,  to  avoid  a  violation  of  an  obligation ;  but  a  sentence  neces- 
sarily presupposes  a  previous  trial  and  conviction,  on  charges  of  unmasonic  conduct 
regularly  preferred.  It  is  not  good  law,  it  is  not  a  proper  use  of  language,  to  sa^ 
that  a  vote  of  a  Lodge,  under  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  strike  a  brothers 
name  from  the  roll,  is  a  trial.  It  is  hardly  worthy  the  designation  of  an  abuse  of 
language,  and  hence  such  striking  from  the  roll  is  not  equivalent  to  suspension,— is 
not  suspension. 

Indeed,  had  the  resolution  read,  that  the  Lodge  under  the  circumstances  named 
in  the  resolution,  could  by  vote  suspend  a  brother-^of  course  without  the  form  of  a 
trial,  understood,  and  that  is  the  equivalent  of  what  the  resolution  does  state,  it 
would  not  be  a  lesal  suspension ;  at  least  it  would  be  without  the  sanction  of  any 
HaHonic  or  other  law,  save  that  of  the  inqaisition  of  despotism  ;  would  be  in  violation 
of  Masonic  law  higher  in  dignity  than  the  ConstiUition,  resolutions  or  edicts  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  of  the  Ancient  Landmarks,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  laws  of 
every  country  where  Freemasonry  flourishes,  or  is  suffered  to  prevail. 

I  found  that  a  contrary  decision  would  also  work  great  hardship  with  a  certain 
class  of  our  most  respected  companions,  and  as  to  them  especially  would  make  the 
resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  one  violative  of  their  sacred  and  vested  rights ;  I 
mean  the  life  members  of  our  Chapters,  who  have  paid  up  their  dues  for  a  certain 
number  of  years,  or  who  have  advance]  a  large  sum  on  account  of  dues,  and  fur  these 
reasons  have  been  exempt  from  any  further  taxation;  and  have  thus  become  entitled 
to  all  privileges  of  membership  in  their  Chapters  durmg  their  natural  lives. 

But  it  has  been  objected  to  my  decision,  that  Section  31,  of  our  own  Grand  Con- 
stitution provides  that,  ^ 

"Should  a  companion  R.  A.  Mason  be  suspended  or  expelled,  or  stricken  from 
the  roll  of  membership  by  his  Lodge,  as  soon  a»  authentic  knowledge  of  the  fact  be 
received  by  the  Chapter,  his  name  shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  his  Chapter." 

I  do  not  think  that  this  Article  overrides  the  higher  law  already  aHuded  to,  or  In 
any  manner  controls  it;  but  it  is  unnecesiiary  to  go  further  into  the  question,  because 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  our  Grand  Constitution,  the  resolution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  question  did  not  exist,  and  the  name  of  a  Master  Mason  then,  could  not  be 
Btrioken  from  the  roll  of  his  Lodge,  until  he  had  been  regularly  and  formally  tried 
and  convicted.    This  consideration  therefore  led  to  the  following  decision : 
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3®.  All  references  in  the  laws  or  constitation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  to  the  laws 
or  regnlations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  allude  to  snch  latter  laws  and  regulations  as  were 
in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  and 
this  Grand  Chapter  and  its  members  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  cannot  be  bound  by 
edicts  and  resolutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  made  subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  oar 
constitation,  unless  the  same  be  regularly  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

4°.  A  Past  High  Priest  was  stricken  f^om  the  roll  of  his  Chapter,  some  years 
since,  for  non-payment  of  dues  to  his  Chapter ;  at  a  comparatively  late  date,  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  remitting  his  dues ;  I  held  that  his  membership  in  the  Chapter  was 
forfeited  by  the  resolniion  striking  him  f^om  the  roll,  and  could  only  be  restored  upon 
his  regular  petition  for  affiliation ;  and  that  since  the  remission  of  14s  dues  he  had  oe- 
come  vested  with  all  the  rights  of  an  unaffiliated  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

In  our  opinion,  the  striking  of  a  brother^s  name  from  the  roll,  simply  places  him 
in  the  position  of  a  non-%ffiliated  Mason.  It  severs  his  membership  with  his  particular 
Lodge,  but  does  not  affect  his  standing  in  the  fraternity  at  large,  except  so  far  as  the 
fact  of  non-affiliation  is  concerned,  and  therefore  we  agree  with  the  Grand  High 
Priest  that  the  standing  of  a  companion  in  the  Chapter  should  not  be  affected  by  the 
striking  of  his  name  from  the  roll  of  the  Lodge,  unless  Lodge  affiliation  is  made  a 
pre-reqnisite  to  membership  in  the  Chapter. 

In  this  jurisdiction  the  Constitution  prescribes  that  an  applicant  for  the  Chapter 
degrees  must  be  a  *'  Master  Mason  in  good  standing,''  and  he  may  be  in  good  stand- 
ing, first,  by  being  a  member  of  some  Lodge ;  second,  by  contributing  tcr  some 
Lodge  an  amount  equivalent  to  its  monthly  dues,  during  all  the  time  he  has  resided 
within  its  jurisdiction.  Or  if  he  attempts  to  affiliate  with  some  Lodge  and  is  rejected, 
the  fact  of  having  made  the  attempt  places  him  in  good  standing  for  six  months,  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  he  must  either  contribute  six  months  dues  or  petition  again 
for  affiliation. 

We  have  no  such  thing  as  "  striking  from  the  rolP'  in  this  jurisdiction.  When  a 
brother  is  six  months  in  arrears,  he  mast  be  notified  by  the  Secretary  of  the  fact,  and 
if,  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  his  dues  are  not  paid,  or  some  sufficient  reason  given 
for  their  non-payment,  the  law  says  he  sJtaU  be  suspended  Arom  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masohry,  unless  for  good  reasons  shown  the  Lodge  may  otherwise 
direct.  This  may  appear  to  be  a  somewhat  harsh  and  arbitrary  rule,  but  it  is  a  very 
effectual  one  in  bringing  delinquents  to  a  sense  of  their  duty.  The  suspended  brother 
has  the  power  at  any  time  to  restore  himself  by  paying  his  dues,  and  no  action  of  the 
Lodge  is  required  ;  whereas,  were  he  stricken  from  the  roll,  it  would  require  the  for- 
mality of  a  petition  and  election  to  restore  him. 

But  we  infer  from  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Lonisiana  has  declared  "  striking  from  the  roll "  to  be  equivalent  to  suspension.  If 
this  be  true,  we  do  not  see  how  the  Chapter  can  avoid  the  consequences  of  the 
decision,  however  erroneous  it  may  be.  The  Grand  Chapter  cannot  revise  or  amend 
the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  if  that  august  body  declares  a  brother  who  is 
stricken  from  the  roll  to  be  suspended,  why  suspended  'he  is,  "  without  benefit  of 
clergy,"  and  all  the  protests  and  declarations  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  or  Grand 
Chapter  won't  make  him  otherwise. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter  do  not  appear  to  be  in,a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, as  the  Grand  High  Priest  states  that  he  had  been  compelled  te  borrow  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  pay  current  expenses.  He  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  expenses  are  Jarger  than  the  income,  and  recommends  retrenchment  in 
two  important  particulars,  viz.:  in  the  mileage  and  per  diem  paid  to  members,  and 
in  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Lecturer.  He  recommends  the  extinction  of  these  two 
sonrces  of  depletion,  by  which  the  sum  of  $1,055  50  would  be  annually  saved  to  the 
Grand  Chapter.  He  states  that  he  has  been  unable  to  prepare  a  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence, owing  to  the  engrossing  nature  of  his  other  Masonic  duties,  and  suggests 
that  some  other  Companion  be  found  to  take  his  place  on  that  Committee.  We  hope 
he  will  think  better  of  it.    The  reports  of  Comp.  Horner  are  too  valuable  and  inter 
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estiiig  to  be  lightly  surrendered,  uid  we  trast  the  "  brethren  of  the  guild ''  will  raise 
a  united  voice  against  his  retirement. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  presented  a  majority  and  minority  report  on 
decision  number  two,  the  majority  sustaining  the  decision,  the  minority,  which  was 
adopted,  overruling  it.    The  minority  report  is  as  follows : 

1°.  By  reason  of  the  decision  of  M.*.  E.*.  General  Grand  High  Priest  J.  H.  Drum- 
MOND,  reported  at  page  25  of  the  Proceedings  of  1874,  of  the  M.*.  E.-.  General  Grand 
Chapter,  and  approved  by  the  M.*.  E.\  General  Grand  Chapter  through  its  Commit- 
tee on  Jurisprudence,  reported  at  page  60  of  said  Proceedings,  the  decision,  num- 
bered 2,  of  the  M.'.  E.'.  Grand  High  Pridst,  is  manifestly  wrong  and  should  be  over- 
ruled. 

2°.  Whereas,  at  its  last  grand  convocation  on  a  decision  of  the  M.*.  E.*.  Grand 
High  Priest,  that  **  we  as  R.  A.  Masons,  shall  be  governed  by  the  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  not  only  as  to  all  trials,  but  as  to  all  incidents  of  such  trials,  both  pre- 
cedent and  subsequent,"  the  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  report  of  your  Committee 
on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence  approving  this  decision,  and  that  the  law  of  trials 
in  Chapters  is  the  same  that  is  used  from  time  to  time  in  the  Lodge  with  this  proviso : 
that  any  subsequent  regulation  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  would  have  force  of  law 
in  the  Chapter  unless  it  conflict  with  some  regulation  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  I  must 
dissent  from  the  decision  of  the  M.*.  E.*.  Grand  High  Priest,  No.  3,  as  there  is  no  reg- 
ulation of  the  Grand  Chapter  that  this  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  can  conflict  with. 

We  believe  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  be  right  in  principle,  but  the  '*  law  is  agin 
him  "  and  we  therefore  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  proceedings 
have  a  thin  and  shrunken  look  without  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  but  we  hope 
for  a  more  portly  pamphlet  next  year. 

We  find  upon  coming  to  the  end  of  the  Annual  that  Hornor  has  retired,  sure 
enough,  and  we  have  a  "  new  hand  at  the  bellows."  Well,  good  bye,Comp.  Hornor  ; 
we  are  sorry  to  part  with  you,  for  your  reports  have  always  given  us  a  pleasant  hour's 
reading,  but  although  we  lose  yon  for  the  present,  we  indulge  the  hope  of  hearing 
ftom  yon  again  at  some  future  day. 

There  are  twenty-eight  chartered  Chapters  borne  upon  the  registry,  with  an  ag- 
gregate membership  of  1618. 

The  M,'.  K\  Samuel  J.  Powell  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.'.  E,\ 
J.  C.  Batchblob  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Addreas :  New  Orleans. 

MAINS. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  held  its  fiftieth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Portland  on  the  fourth  day  of  May,  1875,— the  M,\  E.\  Horace  H.  Bobbank,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  Ira  Berry  being  Grand  Secretary.  Thirty-four 
subordinate  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  Address  says :  "  The  year  now  closed  has  witnessed 
no  unusual  prosperity  nor  adversity  for  this  Grand  Chapter.  The  little  of  dissension 
hitherto  visible,  is  being  dispelled,  and  some  good  material  is  being  added  to  the 
Temple."  He  announces  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Timothy  Chase,  whose 
portrait  forms  an  appropriate  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet  containing  the  proceed- 
ings, also  that  of  Past  Grand  Scribe,  Comp.  Edmuitd  A.  Chapwiok. 

These  companions  were  personally  unknown  to  the  Grand  High  Priest ;  but  the 
Committee  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  Address  was  deferred, 
pay  a  fitting  and  fraternal  tribute  to  their  memory. 

Two  dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters,  and  one 
special  dispensation  was  granted  to  confer  degrees  short  of  the  usual  time,  upon  sat- 
isfactory reasons  being  shown. 

Only  one  decision  is  reported,  viz. :  Is  it  necessary  for  a  request  for  waiver  of  juris- 
diction to  lie  over  one  month  before  being  acted  upon?    Ans.  Yes. 

In  conclusion  he  says,  **  Having  filled  the  measure  of  my  official  days  as  Grand 
High  Priest,  I  now  step  down  but  not  ouU^ 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  and  Grand  Scribe  show 
an  average  state  of  efficiency  and  prosperity  on  the  part  of  the  sabordinate  Chap- 
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ten.  The  Report  of  the  Grand  Treasnrer  shows  that  the  Charity  Fand,  invested  In 
good  secarities,  amonnts  to  $3,910  61,  the  increase  from  which,  available  for  charita- 
ble uses,  amonnts  to  $396  11.  The  Statistical  Table  shows  thirty-seven  chartered 
Chapters  and  two  under  dispensation,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  3,898.  Char- 
ters were  granted  to  the  two  Chapters  under^dispensation.  The  Committee  on  Griev- 
ances reported  no  business  before  them. 

Another  old  fashioned  Report  on  Correspondence  f^om  Comp.  Dbuicmgnd.  The 
proceedings  of  forty  Grand  Chapters  are  reviewed  in  Comp.  Dbummond's  nsnal 
thorongh  and  kindly  manner.  This  review  inclndes  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  and  the  Grand  if  ark  Lodge  of  England.  California,  for 
1874,  receives  courteous  and  fraternal  notice.  He  quotes  largely  from  onr  report  of 
that  year,  and  as  he  makes  no  dissenting  comments,  we  infer  that  he  agrees  with  os 
in  the  views  therein  expressed. 

In  1873,  some  one  desired  to  know  why  we  had  no  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  in 
onr  Grand  Chapter?  To  which  we  replied  as  follows:  "The  office  of  Principal 
Sojourner  would  simply  be  a  useless  one  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  where  no  degrees 
are  conferred.  The  duties  of  that  oflQcer  are  peculiar  to  the  subordinate  Chapters. 
His  mission  is,  '  to  lead  the  blind  by  a  way  they  know  not,'  whereas  the  members  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  are  supposed  to  see  their  way  clearly,  and  to  know  the  path  in 
which  they  travel."    Whereupon  Comp.  Drummond  says: — 

*<  Such,  undoubtedly,  is  ihe presumption ;  but  it  reminds  us  of  an  incident.  Col. 
H.,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  ever  raised  in  Maine,  being  once  annoyed  by  a  fellow 
who  did  business  in  Court  without  having  been  *  admitted  to  the  Bar  *  called  for  his 
authority,  saying  his  name  did  not  appear  pn  the  roll  of  attorneys.  The  fellow  re- 
plied, '  The*  presumption,  your  Honor,  is,  that  I  am  a  lawyer  until  the  contrary  ap- 
pears.*   Col.  H.  walked  off,  but  muttered  in  an  aside,  '  It  is  the est  piece  of 

presumption,  though,  that  I  ever  heard  of.' "    In  his  review  of  Canada,  with  reference 
to  the  representative  imbroglios,  Comp.  DBtrMMONO  says  :— 

Our  decided  opinion  is,  that  when  a  Grand  High  Priest  signifies  to  another  that 
the  Representative  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  latter  is  not  acceptable  to  that  of 
the  former,  the  commission  should  be  at  once  withdrawn,  and  the  Representative 
referred  to  his  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  reasons.  It  is  neither  the  auty  nor  the 
right  of  one  Grand  Chapter  to  undertake  to  sustain  its  Representative  near  another, 
in  aoy  matter  not  connected  with  his  official  duties. 

Under  the  head  of  Connecticut  he  says,  speaking  of  the  report  of  Comp.  Lbwis  : 
**  In  bis  review  of  Arkansas,  he  asks  (for  the  second  time,  he  says), '  what  constitutes 
a  '  quorum '  in  Masonry  ?" 

As  they  have  no  oorrespondence  in  Arkansas,  we  will  knock  that  chip  off  Comp. 
L's  shoulder.  Quorum  means  "  such  a  number  of  an  assembly,  committee,  or  other 
body  of  men,  as  is  sufficient  to  transact  business  and  give  validity  to  their  acts!  A 
'  quorum  in  Masonry,'  therefore,  depends  upon  what  body  we  are  talking  of;  seven 
members  constitute  a  quorum  in  a  Lodge,  and  nine  members  in  a  Chapter,  Council, 
or  Commandery." 

Comp.  Lewis  says  the  "  payment  of  du6s  is  an  innovation,"  whereupon  Comp. 
Drummond  remarks,  "The  payment  of  dues  is  not  so  much  of  an  innovation  as  is  the 
penalty  of  loss  of  Masonic  rights  in  consequence  of  non-affiliation.  The  great  danger 
is  the  introduction  of  the  pecuniary  quid  pro  ^uo  system,  which  threatens  to  introduce 
the  system  of  '  benefits  and  dues,'  and  thus  utteily  destroy  Freemasonry." 

We  cannot  see  how  snch  a  result  can  ensue  from  compelling  a  reluctant  Mason  to 
do  his  duty. 

Under  the  head  Of  Iowa,  reviewing  the  report  of  Comp.  Parvin,  he  says  :— 

He  holds  that  a  Grand  High  Priest  has  no  "  dispensary  power  "  beyond  that  given 
in  the  Constitutions ;  and  so  do  we,  and  we  go  a  little  further  than  he  does,  for  we 
hold  that  a  Grand  Master  can  dispense  with  the  law  of  his  Grand  Lodge  only  when 
expressly  authorized  to  do  so  in  the  Constitution  of  hie  Grand  Lodge,  or  the  old  Con- 
stitotions  and  Regulations,  which  are  nsually  made  a  part  of  the  Constitutions  of  a 
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Grand  Lodge.  Indeed,  we  hold  that  the  word  "dispensation  "  in  its  original  mean- 
ing, has  no  proper  place  in  our  Constitutions,  the  word  "  (permission  "  bemg  the  cor- 
rect term. 

We  are  glad  to  have  Comp.  Druxxond^s  authority  in  support  of  our  own  ideas 
upon  this  question.  We  hftve  always  held  that  Grand  Masters  and  Grand  High 
Priests  are  as  much  bound  by  constitutional  provisions  as  the  humblest  member  of 
the  Order,  and  we  have  been  pretty  severely  scored  by  some  of  onr  brother  report- 
ersr  who  believe  in  the  *'  Divine  right ''  of  Grand  Masters,  for  our  heretical  opinions. 
Corop.  PiEBSON,  of  Minnesota,  will  please  take  notice  and  govern  himself  according- 

He  quotes  the  following  from  the  proceedings  of  Kansas  : — 


it 


2.  It  is  a  general  rule  of  Masonic  jurisprudence  that  a  suspension  or  expulsion 
by  the  Lodge  also  suspends  or  expels,  as  the  case  may  be,  f^om  the  higher  branches 
of  the  Order.  Therefore,  if  a  brother  has  been  regularly  tried  by  his  Lodge  and  been 
su9pended  or  expelled,  the  same  penalty  attached  to  him  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
without  a  trial  in  his  Chapter.  In  such  case  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  High  Priest 
to  obtain  from  the  Lodge  a  certificate  of  such  conviction  and  sentence,  and  canse  it 
to  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  Chapter.  To  prevent  misapprehension,  I  also 
held,  that  if  the  Lodge  only  suspended  the  accused,  and  the  Chapter  believed  he 
should  have  been  expelled,  it  has  tlie  right  to  prefer  charges  and  expel  him  from  the 
Chapter.  This  sentence  of  expulsion,  however,  does  not  affect  the  brother's  standing 
in  the  Lodge. 

"4.  A  brother  holding  member<<hip  in  a  Lodge  of  another  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
and  affiliating  with  a  Chapter  in  this  State,  and  is  afterwards  suspended  by  his  Lodge 
for  non-payment  of  dues,  he  also  becomes  suspended  from  his  Chapter.'' 

Upon  which  he  comments  as  follows  : — 

We  concur  in  the  former,  but  the  latter  is  not  universal  law.  The  effect  of  sus- 
pension for  the  non-payment  of  dues  by  a  Lodge  must  be  determined  by  the  law  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  mu.<<t  be  what  that  law  makes  it.  The  Chapter  has  nothing  to 
do  with  making  Master  Masons  or  determining  their  status.  We  leave  all  to  the 
(>rand  Lodge  to  regulate.  We  can  only  inquire  what  the  status  is  as  determined  by 
the  Grand  Lodge.  We  cannot  Inquire  into  the  correctness  of  the  decision  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  hut  only  what  tfiot  decision  is,  and  hy  it  we  are  bound.  It  follows  in- 
evitably that  if  the  Grand  Lodge  gives  to  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  the 
effect  of  suspension  from  all  Masonic  rights,  the  party  so  suspenaed  is  also  suspended 
from  all  rights  in  the  Chapter ;  but  if  the  Grand  Lodge  (as  in  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts) limits  the  punishment  for  non-paymentof  dues  tu  suspension /rom  membership^ 
leaving  the  party  an  unaffiliated  Mason  in  good  standing,  except  as  to  applying  for 
membership,  his  standing  in  the  Chapter  is  not  affected  thereby.  It  is  true  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  may  provide  that  a  companion  suspended  bv  his  Lodge  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  or  becoming  unaffiliated,  thereby  loses  his  Chapter  rights  ;  and  so  it 
may  provide  that  a  companion  shall  lose  his  Chapter  rights  by  Joining  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows ;  and  the  one  would  not  be  a  much  wider  departure  from  its  proper  sphere  than 
the  other. 

We  think  the  above  is  sufficiently  clear  to  be  plain  to  the  understanding  of  the 
moat  torpid  intellect. 

Under  the  head  of  Minnesota,  in  response  to  Comp.  Pikrson's  remarks  on  Tem. 
perance,  he  says : — 

If  intemperance  is  unmasonic,  and  if  it  is  Just  as  much  a  violation  of  the  teach- 
inffs  of  masonry  to  indulge  at  all  as  to  go  further,  then  it  is  the  duty  of  Masons  to 
talk,  write  and  work  against  it.  If  we  held  to  Bro.  P.'s  views,  as  above  expressed, 
we  should  insist  that  masonry  does  teach  absolute  abstinence  from  all  that  intox- 
icatei.  Jut  we  have  held  that  masonry  teaches  temperance,  and  that  if  one  cannot 
be  temperate  without  total  abstinence,  then  we  should  be  "  teetotallers." 

The  following  remarks  of  Comp.  Djiuxmond  upon  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land will  be  interesting  to  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction,  who  know  very  little  of  the 
nature  and  workings  of  this  Grand  Body  :— 

At  the  recent  session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  the  question  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  this  Body  as  "the  Supreme  Masonic  Authority  over  the  degree  of  Mark  Mas- 
ter Masons  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  all  Mark  Master  Masonsmade  under  \t»  authority, 
as  regular,  and  as  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  degree,"  was  pre- 
sAuted,  but  the  decision  of  it  was  postponed  to  the  next  session.    Under  the  oircnm- 
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stances  this  action  was  wise,  but  simply  upon  the  prround  that  when  men  have  no 
knowledge  or  erroneous  iaformation  upon  a  subject,  it  is  not  wise  to  actnpon  it  until 
they  are  better  informed.  We  were  surprised  to  see  that  very  many  of  the  members 
had  no  information  at  all  in  the  matter,  and  that  others  were  misinformed  to  the  extent 
of  supposing  that  this  Body  has  no  more  claims  to  recognition  than  the  Lodges  of 
Most  Kxcellent  Masters  planted  in  England  under  the  authority  of  a  Grand  High  Priest 
of  New  York. 

Some  Reporters  have  written  very  sapiently  upon  this  subject.  One  (we  have 
forgotten  who)  remarked  that  he  should  as  soon  think  of  recognizing  a  Grand  Lodge 
of  Odd  Fellows  as  this  Body;  probably  in  his  jurisdiction  the  Mark  Degree  is  not  one 
of  the  Chapter  degrees,  or  else  the  Chapters  confer  the  Odd  Fellows'  degrees! 
iknother  objection  has  been  raised— that  it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  to  recognize  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons!  That  dignity 
must  be  (in  their  estimation)  fearfully  tender,  if  it  could  be  wounded  by  such  an  act. 
Some  have  failed  to  understand  precisely  what  was  proposed,  and  seem  to  suppose 
that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  can  "recognize"  Bodies  alone  which  are  of  the 
same  grade  of  itself:  this  position  is  clearly  eironeons,  as  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
recognizes  Grand  Chapters,  which  are  subordinate  to  itself,  or  only  of  the  grade  of 
its  subordinates :  more  than  that,  there  have  been  times  when  it  was  compelled  to 
*'  recognize  '*  Grand  Lodges,  inasmuch  as  candidates  fur  the  degrees  must  be  regular 
Master  Masons,  and  when  a  royal  Arch  Mason  is  expelled  by  his  Grand  Lodge  he 
loses  his  rights  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  ;  so  in  1838.  there  were  two  Bodies  in  New 
York  claiming  to  be  regular  Grand  Lodges,  but  the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  effect 
recognized  one  and  denounced  the  other  as  spurious ;  so  also  in  1849,  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York  divided,  and  two  Bodies,  each  claiming  to  be  the  (irand  Lodge  of 
New  York,  were  formed,  and  each  expelled  the  leaders  in  the  other,  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  York  in  terms  *'  recognized  "  one  and  denounced  the  other.  And, 
on  an  appeal  from  this  decision,  the  General  Grand  Chapter  confirmed  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  and  thus  expressly  "  recognized  "  one  of  the  con- 
tending Grand  Lodges;  so  our  New  York  Companions  can  hardly  claim  that  it  is 
*'  beneath  the  dignity  "  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to  recognize  a  Grand  Lodge  of 
Mark  Master  Masons,  having  under  its  authority  nearly  200  Lodges  and  many  thous- 
and members. 

The  question  is  a  practical  one,  and  not  one  of  mere  fancy  or  courtesy.  The 
Chapters  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  do  not  confer  the  Mark  Degree  :  no 
visitor  can  be  admitted  to  an  American  Chapter  unless  he  has  that  degree  :  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  an  English  Royal  Arch  Mason,  who  has  received  the  Mark  Degree  in 
a  Lodge  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  can  be  admitted 
to  an  American  Chapter  without  again  receiving  the  Mark  Degree  or.  in  other  words, 
whether  such  person  can  be  recognized  as  a  regular  Mark  Master  Mason  :  the  pro- 
posed action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  had  the  xcope  (and  no  more)  to  declare 
that  he  should  be  so  "  recognized.'*  we  presume  that  when  Mark  Lodges  existed  in 
this  country,  their  members  were  practicalley  "recognized  "  by  Chapters  as  regular 
Mark  Master  Masons :  and  to-day,  we  presume  that  if  a  member  of  one  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Mark  Lodges  should  desire  to  visit  a  Chapter  in  New  York,  opened  on 
the  Mark  Degree,  he  would  be  admitted,  and  if  anyone  should  carry  the  question 
before  the  (irand  Chapter  of  New  York,  that  Body  would  be  bound  to  declare  that 
the  Pennsylvania  Mark  Lodges  must  be  "  recognized  "  as  regular,  and  their  mem- 
bers as  regular  Mark  Master  Masons.  Precisely  this  and  no  more  was  asked  of  the 
General  (irand  Chapter  for  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England.  If  the  organization 
is  in  fsct  regular,  and  the  members  of  Lodges  are  regular  Mark  Master  Manons,  they 
are  eniUted  to  recognition :  we  have  no  more  right  to  refuse  it  to  them  than  we  have 
to  regular  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

The  only  question  remaining,  therefore,  is,  "  Is  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England 
a  regidar  Body  ?"  We  need  not  take  space  to  give  a  fnll  history  of  the  degree  in 
England.  It  was  worked  there,  as  in  this  country  before  the  organization  of  our 
present  s^'stem,  in  a  Lodge  appendant  to  a  Masters'  Lodge,  and  had  been  so  worked 
for  many  years.  lu  1708,  in  this  country,  the  degree  was  placed  by  its  possessors  in 
the  Chapter  series,  without  any  action  of  (>rand  Lodges.  At  the  union  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  in  England  in  1813,  this  degree  was  excluded  from  the  Lodge  series ;  and  it 
was  also  excluded  from  the  Grand  Chapter  series  :  but,  as  in  this  country,  it  contin- 
ued to  be  worked  in  Lodges  under  authority  received  before  the  union  of  the  two 
Grand  Lodges  :  Lodges  were  also  chartered  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland.  Thus 
matters  went  on  until  1856,  when  several  of  the  Lodges,  feeling  the  need  of  a  govern- 
ing bodv,  proceeded  according  to  the  system'  in  practice  in  this  country  to  organize 
a  governing  bod^  under  the  name  of  (irand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England, 
Wales,  &c.  This  Grand  Lodge  was  formed  not  merely  according  to  our  system  in 
this  country,  but  precisely  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Grand  Chapters  of  England 
and  Scotland  were  formed :  and  about  1858,  all  the  Mark  Lodges  in  England  had 
come  under  its  jurisdiction.    It  has  been  "  recognized "  by  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
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Irelaod,  Canada,  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa.  Can  any  one  give  even  ^plamible  reason 
why  the  other  Grand  Chapters  shonld  not  follow  their  example  ? 

The  latest  Proceedings  received  are  those  of  the  semi-annaal  commnnication  in 
June,  1874.  At  the  close  of  the  half  year  ending  March  3lRt,  there  were  183  Lodges 
on  the  roll  and  7,845  members  on  the  regioter :  seven  of  the  Lodges  had  been  char- 
tered and  413  of  the  members  added  daring  the  preceding  "six  months.  Three  addi- 
tional charters  were  granted  during  the  summer. 

It  grants  charters  for  Lodges  In  all  places  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  England,  and  has  subordinates  m  Australia.  New  South  Wales,  New  Zea- 
land, Jamaica,  Gibraltar,  Madras,  Birroah,  Bengal,  Bombay,  Calcutta,  Punjaub, 
Malta,  Mauritius,  &c. 

The  Earl  op  Pkrct  is  Grand  Master,  the  Earl  of  Lixerick  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  Frederic  Binckes  (2,  Red  Lion  Square,  London,  W.  C.)  Grand  Secretary. 

Comp.  Drummond  thus  concludes  his  admirable  report : — 

We  have  thus  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  our  forty  sister  Grand  Chapters,  nine 
of  them  for  two  years,  as  well  as  those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland,  and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England.  This  very  large  num- 
ber of  Proceedings,  and  our  want  of  practice  for  two  years,  have  drawn  out  our 
Report  to  a  greater  length  than  we  intended.  We  are  satisfied  that  a  different  plan 
of  review  must  be  adopted ;  and  the  one  pursued  by  Comp.  Parvin,  of  omitting  all 
extracts,  save  when  necessary^  and  writing  a  statement  of  the  more  important 
action,  seems  to  us  the  best  one,  though  it  involves  much  more  labor. 

To  our  Brother  Reporters,  who  have  so  warmly  welcomed  us  back  to  this  most 
agreeable  Masonic  labor,  we  tender  our  Warmest  acknowledgments,  assuring  them 
of  our  hearty  appreciation  of  their  Kind  regard.  We  have  heretofore  refrained  from 
copying  personal  allusions,  and  have  now  concluded  that  our  space  will  be  better 
used  in  giving  information  to  the  craft  than  in  giving  our  opinion  of  the  merits  of 
reports  to  which  but  very  few  who  read  our  report  have  access.  This  may  exclude 
ns  from  the  M.  A.  Society,  but  it  will  make  (if  generally  pursued)  more  valuable 
reports. 

We  do  not  believe  the  "M.  A.  Society ''  will  either  exclude  Comp.  Drummond  or 
accept  his  resignation.  He  is  a  life  member,  and  has  the  right  to  make  his  reports 
as  valuable  as  he  pleases,  without  regard  to  the  rules  of  the  Society. 

The  M.'.  E,\  Henrt  L.  Paine  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  iZ.*.  E,\ 
Iba  Bebry  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :    Portland. 

MARYLAND. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  held  its  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more on  the  eighth  day  of  November,  1876,->the  if.*.  E,'.  James.  W.  Bowers,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.'.  R\  William  A.  Wemtz  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Eleven  subordinate  Chapters  were  represent«d. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  is  a  handsome  one  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  pages,  printed  in  good  type,  on  excellent  paper.  It  is  embellished  with  por. 
traits  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Charles  Gilman  and  John  N.  MoJilton,  and  is  a 
credit  to  its  compilers.  The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  brief  and  treats 
solely  of  matters  of  local  interest. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  appropriating  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  a  photographic  album,  in  which  to  place,  year  after  year, the  photographs 
of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter.    An  excellent  idea. 

Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Kentucky,  Nebraska  and  Wisconsin. 

The  feature  of  the  proceedings  is  the  excellent,  complete  and  thorough  Report  on 
Correspondence  by  Comp.  Hebmon  L.  Emmons,  Jr.  It  occupies  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  pages  of  the  pamphlet  and  deals  with  proceedings  of  thirty -eight  Grand 
Bodies,  including  those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  California  for  1875,  receives 
a  fair  share  of  his  attention.  He  says,  "  Comp.  Wiooin  don*t  like  our  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  respecting  the  eligibility  of  candidates  for  High  Priest."  He  then 
quotes  our  remarks  upon  the  subject,  upon  which  he  comments  as  follows : — 

Now  Companion  Wiooin,  isn't  your  reasoning  a  little  faulty  ?  The  only  way  we 
can  certainly  know  whether  a  man  is  competent  to  fill  the  position  of  High  Priest,  is 
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to  tnske  him  King  or  Scribe,  bo  that  he  may  occasionally  have  the  right  to  act  as 
High  Priest,  and  thus  teat  his  efficiency.  If  he  proves  himself  a  "  pudding-head,"  oar 
people  in  Maryland  would  most  certainly  drop  him. 

Suppose  the  rule  was  as  you  would  have  it,  and  the  **  Tyler  "  proved  after  elec 
tion  the  "  pudding-head  "  yon  refer  to,  what  then  ?  Many  a  popular  man  out  of  office 
proves  totally  inefficienf  when  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  presiding  officer,  and  many 
a  hard-working  and  efficient  Kinj?  or  Scribe,  wno  would  make  an  equally  competent 
High  Priest  has  been  floored  by  some  popular  ninny,  scarcely  out  or  his  Masonic 
swaddling  clothes,  and  it  was  to  Uirow  some  protection  around  these  laborers  in  the 
hive,  and  make  the  poptUar  drones  earn  their  laurels  that  the  amendment  was  passed. 

If  the  Tyler,  or  any  other  companion  is  qualified  and  competent  to  fill  the  Oriental 
Chair,  that  fact  will  be  easily  ascertained  without  the  necessity  of  running  him 
through  the  subordinate  offices.  We  only  mean  to  assert  the  broad  principle,  that 
the  companion  who  is  best  qualified,  should  be  selected  for  High  Priest,  without 
regard  to  his  previous  position  in  the  Chapter. 

Comp.  Emkons  does  not  believe  in  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  withoat 
trial.  We  do.  We  have  tried  the  experiment  in  California  and  it  has  proved  a  suc- 
cess, but  we  have  written  all  upon  this  subject  that  we  desire  to,  and  we  are  per- 
fectly willing  that  each  jurisdiction  shall  settle  this  vexed  question  to  suit  themselves. 

In  his  review  of  Oregon,  upon  the  subject  of  uniformity  of  work,  Comp.  Emmons 
thus  expresses  himself,  and  we  fully  conoar.in^his  views:— 

We  are  a  dved-in-the-wool  Masonic  Hitualist.  We  think  the  language  of  all  the 
degrees  should  be  plain,  clear,  and  unmistakable,  and  that  it  should  be  exactly  alike 
wherever  it  is  spoken  ;  and  we  have  in  the  General  Grand  Chapter  a  "  Convocation 
of  Representatives  "  whose  knowledge,  acquired  from  long  experience,  renders  that 
august  body  competent  to  bring  about  the  desirable  object  sought  to  be  accomplished, 
and  just  as  soon  as  the  Grand  Chapters  now  out  of  the  fold  are  represented  therein, 
so  that  we  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  large  experience  of  their  veterans,  we  believe 
that  curative  will  be  applied,  and  "  non-uniforroity  in  work  "  be  numbered  with  the 
past.  We  are  aware  that  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  that  bod v  purporting  to  adopt 
a  system  of  work,  but  we  doubt  if  there  be  a  living  person  who  can  exemplify  the 
work  adopted,  and  we  feel  confident  there  is  not  a  Chapter  in  the  United  States  that 
confers  the  degrees  in  accordance  therewith.  The  necessity  for  uniformity  of  work 
is  becoming  daily  more  apparent,  and  the  time  will  come  when  the  desire  therefor 
will  become  so  general  that  discordant  views  on  minor  points  will  be  harmonized,  a 
uniform  system  adopted,  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  clothed  with  power  to  en- 
force its  observance. 

We  sincerely  regret  that  Comp.  Emmons  should  have  found  it  necessary  to  retire 
from  the  reportorial  chair.  We,  too,  are  under  the  necessity  of  writing  our  reports 
in  the  "  we  sma'  hours,"  and  we  know,  from  experience,  how  wearily  the  pen  some- 
times drags  over  the  paper,  and  how  often  both  body  and  mind  are  deprived  of  their 
natural  and  much  needed  rest.  Tet,  the  annual  reunion  with  our  brethren  of  the 
quill  afibrds  us  so  much  of  genuine  pleasure,  their  reports  contain  so  much  to  interest 
and  instruct,  that  it  would  grieve  us  deeply  were  we  compelled  to  surrender  our  post. 

We  presume,  from  Comp.  Emmons'  closing  remarks,  that  he,  too,  lays  down  the 
pen  with  regret,  and  we  do  not  despair  of  seeing  him  once  more  in  reportorial  har- 
ness, after  he  shall  have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  high  position  to  which  he  baa 
been  elected. 

The  M.\  E,\  Hermov  L.  Emmons  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  72.*.  E,' . 
WiLLUM  A.  Wentz  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Baltimore* 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Basiness  must  be  getting  dull  in  Massachusetts,  for  only  two  Special  Convocations 
were  held  during  the  year  1874,  both  for  the  consecration  of  new  Chapters.  Four 
Quarterly  Convoeations  were  held,  on  March  lOtb,  June  9th,  Sept.  8th  and  Dec.  8th. 

At  the  Quarterly  Convocation  of  June .9th  the  death  of  Comp.  Charles  W.  Moobb 
was  announced  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  who  recited  hia  Masonic  history  and  paid 
a  fraternal  trlbate  to  his  memory. 
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The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Boston,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December,  1874,— the  2tf.-.  ^.*.  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding, 
the  R.\  E.'.  Z.  H.  Thomas  being  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Address  of  the  (}rand  High  Priest  is  devoted  principally  to  a  recital  of  his 
official  acts.    He  had  made  twenty-one  official  visitations  during  the  year,  and  installed 
the  officers  of  ten  Chapters,  four  of  them  in  public,  enlivened  by  the  genial  presence 
and  bright  smiles  of  the  ladies,  who  appeared  to  be  pleased  and  edified  by  the 
impressive  ceremonials  made  use  of  on  such  occasions. 

The  Qrand  High  Priest  speaks  of  his  efTorts  to  collect  the  proceedings  of  sister 
Grand  Chapters,  and  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Abbll,  of  this  jurisdiction,  is  thanked 
for  donations  made  by  him. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  he  says  :— 

From  Maine  at  one  extreme,  and  California  at  the  other,  and  from  twenty-one 
other  States  lying  between,  were  gathered  in  Nashville,  the  capital  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  a  body  of  representative  Masons,  whose  doty  as  such,  inspired  them  with 
a  new  devotion  to  their  country,  *'  one  and  Inseparable.''  The  digression  is  pardon- 
able, when  I  add  that  this  feeling  was  intensified  at  the  Grand  Encampment,  in  New 
Orleans,  where,  as  in  Nashville,  the  constant  and  prevailing  expression  of  sentiment 
waa,  *'  let  us  know  each  other  better,''  and  under  the  peaceful  folds  of  the  Masonic 
banners,  representing  so  many  different  States,  "  may  we  not  learn  something  more 
of  mutual  toleration  and  mutual  respect" 

The  companions  of  Tennessee  and  the  Knights  of  Louisiana,  were  as  attentive  to 
those  of  Massachusetts  and  others  from  a  distance  as  could  neighbor  be  to  neighbor, 
or  friend  to  friend  ;  their  Temples  and  their  homes  were  opened  with  such  familiar 
ease  and  grace,  that  we  could  not  be  strangers  where  none  were  disposed  to  be 
strangers  to  us. 

And,  if  in  the  immediate  or  distant  future, it  shall  be  by  inspiration  given  to  any 
tongue,  to  sing  in  fitting  praise  of  the  Masonic  Art ;  conspicuous  in  the  song  shall  be 
the  recognition,  that  these  two  Triennial  gatherings,  from  among  all  others  in  the 
ten  years  that  are  now  past,  have  best  illustrated  the  beatitudes  of  the  Gospel  of 
peace. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  I  report  the  hearty  co-operation  of 

£our  representatives  in  the  recognitions  and  welcomes  given  and  received  by  us  of 
[assachusetts,  who  aimed  to  put  heart  as  well  as  conscience,  into  our  acts ;  that  our 
influence,  which  is  yours,  might  in  all  becoming  things,  go  hand  in  hand  with  that  of 
our  Sister  Grand  Chapters  in  the  work  of  a  universal  brotherhood,  and  by  our  deeds 
give  voice  to  the  truly  Masonic  song,  "On  earth  peace  and  good  will  to  men." 

Upon  the  Representative  system,  hitherto  ignored  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maaaa- 
efausetta,  he  discourses  as  follows  :~ 

It  is  not  a  vain  boast  to  sav  that  in  the  General  Grand  Chapter  your  representa- 
tives were  treated  with  much  consideration,  and  that  this  Grand  Chapter  waa 
regarded  with  the  roost  fraternal  feeling ;  her  influence  was  readily  confessed,  and 
her  opinions  were  treated  with  respect.  In  only  one  thing  were  we  criticized,  and 
then  with  regret,  not  openly  but  privately,  and  with  so  much,  good  feeling  tibat  I 
determined  to  lay  the  matter  before  you,  for  further  consideration. 

When  pressed,  I  could  only  plead  our  general  policy,  against  appointhig  or  receiv- 
ing representatives. 

But  this  was  not  deemed  satisfactory ;  our  age,  usefulness,  customs,  and  influence 
were  all  admitted ;  but,  said  they,  we  want  to  get  nearer  to  you,  and  bring  you  nearer 
to  ns ;  the  custom  with  other  Grand  Chapters  is  as  good  aa  universal,  why  not  act 
with  ns  in  this  respect,  and  make  and  accept  such  apnointmenta. 

And  now,  at  a  distance  from  personal  appeals,  out  in  recognition  of  the  varied 
interests  committed  to  the  best  care  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  which  I  earnestly  hope 
will  long  continue  to  maintain  her  present  good  name  and  influence,  I  can  not  hot 
think  that  in  the  adoption  of  this  system,  she  may  employ  another  and  a  h«rmleBB 
agency,  in  uniting  her  influence  and  her  interests  in  this  regard,  with  those  of  other 
Grand  Chapters,  for  the  continued  benefit  and  prosperity  of  the  Craft. 

The  views  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  were  coincided  in  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  as 
appears  by  the  adepUon  of  the  folio wkig  resolution  :— 

i?««oZoed,— That  the  Grand  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Massachusetts  does  hereby  recognize 
the  system  of  Representation,  as  contemplated  in  the  Annual  Addresa,  and  that  the 
M.*.  E.'.  Grand  High  Priest  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  Representatives  new 
other  Grand  Chapters,  and  to  receive  such  appointments  near  this. 
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Tbas  one  by  one  the  Grand  Chapters  wheel  into  line  npon  thi»  qaeetion,  and  there 
are  now  but  a  small  minority  who  oppose  it 

From  the  reports  of  the  District  Deputies,  it  appears  that  the  subordinate  Chap' 
ien  are  mostly  in  a  healthy  and  flourishing  condition,  and  zealons  in  the  work  of  the 
Order. 

Gomp.  John  W.  Dadxun  again  presents  one  of  his  excellent  Reports  on  Cocre 
Bpondence,  in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty-two  Grand  Chapters  are  courteoasly 
reviewed^  California  for  1874  receives  kindly  notice.  The  Address  of  Comp.  Duties 
is  praised  as  a  "  clear,  concise  and  excellent"  paper,  and  he  makes  liberal  extracts 
from  our  report,  concurring  in  all  respects  in  the  views  therein  expressed.  The 
reports  of  Comp.  Dadmun  are  always  readable,  interesting  and  instructive,  and  we 
regret  (o  lose  him,  even  for  a  year ;  but  as  the  Grand  Chapter  saw  fit  to  express 
their  appreciation  of  bis  services  by  electing  him  Grand  High  Priest,  we  must 
acquiesce  in  their  decision,  and  console  ourselves  with  the  fact  that  Comp.  Chapman 
takes  his  place.  Comp.  Dadmuk  does  not  believe  in  making  membership  in  the 
Chapter  dependent  upon  Lodge  affiliations.  In  his  review  of  Florida,  commenting 
upon  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  he  says  :— 

There  is  one  recommendation  in  this  address  which  la  contrary  to  all  ancient 
Masonic  usage. 

He  advocates  the  heresy  that  a  R.  A.  Mason,  "to  preserve  his  membership  in  the 
Chapter,  munt  retain  his  membership  in  a  symbolic  Lodge.''  And  then  the  Grand 
Chapter  takes  up  the  subject  and  pas<ses  this  abomination  of  Masonic  legislation : 

"  With  reference  to  the  Rule  No.  2  of  the  Grand  Chapter  referred  to  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  your  committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  his  views  are  correct, 
and  recommend  the  following  as  an  addition  to  said  rule,  to  wit : 

" '  And  whenever  a  Master  Mason,  who  is  also  a  member  of  some  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  shall  become  non-affiliated,  and  wilfully  remain  so  for  a  period  of  more 
than  one  year,  he  shall  be  considered  suspended  from  his  Chapter,  until  he  shall 
have  become  affiliated  with  some  particular  Lodge.'  " 

What!  suspend  a  R.  A.  Mason  without  trial?  Then  again,  what  business  have  we 
to  legislate  a  companion,  in  good  standing,  into  "some  particular  Lodge?"  Do 
symbolic  Lodges  ever  ank  such  favors  of  the  Chapters  ?  Not  that  we  ever  heard  of 
in  any  Masonic  jurisdiction. 

Symbolic  Lodges  do  not  ask  such  favors  of  Chapters,  because  with  Chapters  they 
have  nothing  to  do.  We  think  the  resolution  would  have  read  better  had  the  word 
"particular"  been  omitted,  but  that  does  not  affect  the  principle  sought  to  be  as- 
serted by  its  passage,  viz. :  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Mason  to  be  a  member  of 
some  Lodge,  and  to  bear  his  share  of  the  labors  and  responsibilities  which  Lodge 
membership  imposes. 

Comp.  Dadxun  closes  his  report  in  these  words  :— 

Massachusetts  has  adopted  the  Grand  Representative  system,  not  because  she  is 
aatisflcd  with  it  in  its  present  form,  but  because  she  is  willing  to  do  everything  in  her 
power  to  strengthen  the  bond  of  union  already  existing  between  her  and  her  sister 
Grand  Chapters. 

In  reading  the  proceedings  this  year,  we  have  been  impressed  with  the  fact  that' 
there  is  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  all  to  excel  in  every  Masonic  virtue.  A  closer 
and  more  enduring  Masonic  friendship  is  springing  up  all  over  the  world.  Old  men 
and  young  men  are  searching  diligently  for  the  old  land-marks  with  a  laudable  desire 
to  be  perfect  in  the  true  work.  State  lines  are  not  known  except  for  mere  jarisdio- 
tional  purposes.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  everywhere ;  and  we  are  nearer  to 
each  other,  and  more  closely  united,  than  we  ever  were  before.  Love  reigneth,  let 
the  Masonic  world  rejoice ! 

The  reportorial  quill  must  now  pass  to  other  hands,  for  it  would  be  highly  im- 
proper for  us  to  act  as  Grand  High  Prie!*t  and  reporter  at  the  same  time.  W^e  will 
not  say  farewell,  for  if  M.  E.  Comp.  Chapman  should,  at  some  future  time,  gfet  weary 
of  the  reporter's  work,  we  promise  to  come  to  his  relief  (D.V.)  We  sincerely  thank 
our  companions  of  the  reportorial  corpa  for  the  uniform  kindness  we  have  received 
at  their  hands. 

The  M.\  E,'.  John  W.  Dadmcn  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  12.*.  E.\ 
Zsfh.  H.  Thou  as  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Boston. 
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MICHIOAN. 

The  twenty-Bixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  was  held 
In  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  1875, — the  M.:  E.\  Alfred 
I.  Sawyer,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  B.'.  E.\  J.  Eastman  Johnson  being 
Grand  Secretary.    Ninety-three  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  proceedings  are  contained  in  a  handsome  pamphlet  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-six  pages,  neatly  and  tastefnlly  arranged,  with  print  that  a  blind  man  might 
read,  and  sub-heads  that  would  cause  Gouley's  heart  to  thrill  with  delight. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  lengthy,  exhaustive  and  careftilly  pre- 
pared paper.  It  occupies  thirty-nine  pages  of  the  Annual,  more  than  is  used  for  the 
proceedings  proper  of  two-thirds  of  the  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States.  His 
official  acts  are  clearly  stated,  and  we  judge  from  the  tenor  of  his  address  that  he  has 
not  hesitated  to  do  his  duty,  under  somewhat  embarrassing  circumstances  The  charter 
of  one  Chapter  was  arrested  for  refractory  conduct  of  some  of  its  members  who  were 
annoyed  at  the  expulsion  of  one  of  their  clique  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  who  ad- 
dressed the  Grand  High  Priest  in  disrespectful  terms.  In  our  opinion,  not  only  should 
their  charter  have  been  arrested,  but  the  malcontents  should  have  been  tried  and 
expelled  for  their  misconduct. 

Several  pages  are  occupied  in  the  recital  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  a  Chapter 
who  it  appears  did  not  know  exactly  what  they  wanted,  and  who  were  undecided 
whether  to  preserve  their  organization,  or  to  *'  throw  up  the  sponge ''  and  retire. 
The  matter  was  finally  settled  by  adopting  the  advice  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and 
surrendering  their  charter.  He  states  that  of  many  applications  received  for  dispen- 
sations to  confer  degrees  out  of  time,  he  had  granted  only  one.  in  the  case  of  an  ap- 
plicant who  was  well  known  throughout  the  State  for  his  **  integrity,  ability  and 
purity  of  character,''  and  at  the  urgent  request  of  "  Masons  distinguished  for  their 
Masonic  zeal  and  learning  and  for  their  love  for  the  institutions  of  Masonry."  He 
says  that,  "  With  a  different  state  of  facts,  though  under  similar  circumstances,  the 
application  would  have  been  rejected  for  want  of  good  and  sufficient  cause."  He 
had  not  made  many  official  visit",  for  the  reason,  as  he  asserts,  that  in  cases  where 
he  had  been  solicited  to  do  so,  a  proxy  conld  accomplish  all  that  he  could,  and  do  it 
much  cheaper.  He  says  that  he  could  not  afford  to  make  many  such  visitations  and 
pay  his  own  expenses,  and  the  present  state  of  the  finances  would  not  warrant  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  paying  him  for  doing  that  for  which  another  is  paid.  A  proxy  may 
accomplish  the  mere  details  of  work  or  instruction  for  which  such  visitation  is  in- 
tended, but  the  moral  support,  encouragement  and  edai  conveyed  by  the  presence 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  wanting. 

A  visit  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  a  subordinate 
Chapter ;  an  event  which  affords  gratification  and  encouragement,  if  the  Chapter  is 
prosperous  and  zealous,  and  which  gives  strength  and  support  if  it  be  weak  and 
declining.  Many  a  Lodge  and  Chapter  whose  very  existence  was  threatened  through 
a  lack  of  zeal  and  energy  on  the  part  of  its  officers  and  members,  has  had  new  life 
infused  into  it,  and  dated  the  return  of  prosperity  Arom  a  visit  by  the  Grand  Master 
or  Grand  High  Priest.  It  is  an  evidence  to  them  that  they  are  cared  for  by  those 
placed  in  authority  over  them,  and  that  those  who  stand  in  the  high  places  are  not 
there  simply  to  receive  the  honors  which  their  position  confers  upon  them.  Should 
dissensions  arise  in  a  Chapter,  or  should  it  fall  into  a  listless  and  dormant  state,  more 
good  can  be  accomplished  by  one  visit  from  a  judicious,  intelligent  and  zealous  Grand 
High  Priest  than  by  any  other  means  which  can  be  employed,  and  a  Grand  Chapter 
cannot  expend  its  funds  more  profitably  than  in  promoting  such  visitations.  One  dis- 
pensation for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  does  not  believe  in  the  expediency  of  forming  new  Chap- 
ters unless  there  is  a  necessity  for  them,  and  the  circumstances  of  their  organization 
are  such  as  to  warrant  the  belief  in  their  future  prosperity  and  success,  and  in  this 
we  fully  concor.    It  ia  far  better  to  have  a  few  strong,  healthy,  proaperooa  and  zeal^ 
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ous  bod  ins,  than  to  have  a  greater  namber,  some  of  which  must  drag  ont  a  weak, 
feeble  and  precarioas  existence.  • 

Many  qaestions  of  jartspradence  are  answered  in  this  address,  bat  we  hare  room 
for  only  two,  which  are  somewhat  peculiar  and  mtefesting. 

The  case  is  as  follows :  "  A  companion  is  charged  with  the  seduction  of  a  yonng 
lady,  under  promise  of  marriage,  and  it  is  to  be  tried  in  the  courts.  The  young  lady 
is  not  the  tri/s,  sister ^  mottter  or  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason :" 

Question  First,  To  what  extent  does  the  0.  B.  of  a  R.  A.  IC.  require  the  espousal 
of  the  cause  of  the  accused  on  the  part  of  his  companions? 

Ansirer.  If  guilty,  none  whatever.  Unless  you  can  imagine  one  guilty  of  so  foul 
and  wicked  a  crime  to  be  a  worthy  Royal  Arch  Mason.  Such  a  circumsUnce,  how- 
ever, I  conceive  to  be  utterly  impossible ;  for  such  base  conduct  is  wholly  incom- 
Eatlble  with  honesty  and  decency,  at  variance  with  tenets  of  your  profession — 
rotherly  love,  relief  and  truth,  in  conflict  with  the  cardinal  virtues— temperance, 
prudence  and  justice,  and  is  subversive  of  that  mural  code  upon  which  the  whole 
fabric  of  Masonry  is  supposed  to  be  erected,  after  the  designs  laid  down  in  our 
"spiritual,  moral  and  Masonic  trestle  board,'*  the  Holy  Bible.  Hence,  I  hol^  that 
such  a  depraved  and  immoral  libertine  forfeits  ail  just  claims  to  the  protection  of  the 
craft. 

Qufslion  Secmid.  How  far  are  R.  A.  M.  bound  by  their  0.  B.  to  attempt  to  infln- 
ence  the  deoinions  of  the  courts? 

Ansijoer.  You,  as  Masons,  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  courts.  Act  well 
your  parts  as  Masons  and  let  the  courts  take  care  of  themselves.  Ascertain  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  the  party  accused,  in  a  Masonic  way,  and  then  govern  vourselves 
accordingly  The  mere  decisions  of  courts  should  have  no  weight  with  Masons,  as 
between  Masons,  unless,  after  due  examination  and  a  fair  trial  by  his  companions, 
the  accused  be  found  guilty  or  innocent  of  the  offense  charged ;  for  by  the  courts, 
though  innocent,  he  may  be  found  guilty,  and  though  guilty  he  may  be  found  inno- 
cent, through  some  legal  technicality,  venality  of  the  courts  or  ignorance  of  the  jury. 
Therefore,  though  condemned  and  punished  by  the  decrees  of  the  courts,  unless  the 
evidence  and  facts  are  against  him,  and  you  believe  him  to  be  guilty,  stand  by  him, 
succor,  protect  and  defend  him  to  the  last.  But  though  acquitted  by  the  courts,  the 
evidence  and  facts  are  against  him,  and  you  believe  him  to  be  really  guilty,  and  so 
find,  cast  him  from  among  you  at  once.  Heave  him  over  among  the  rubbish  as 
ri^ected  material,  **  unfit  for  the  builder's  use." 

This  is  good,  sound  Masonic  doctrine.    Let  our  brother  reporters  pass  it  along. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  has  hitherto  failed  to  recognize  the  Representa- 
tive system ;  but  CoBSOK  "  went  for  "  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  of  course-on  such 
representations  he  weakened,  and  appointed  a  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  New  Jersey,  and  snggested  a  name  to  be  used  in  the  bestowal  of  a  reciprocal 
compliment.  We  shall  soon  have  the  whole  family  fall  into  line,  and  the  system  will 
have  become  universal. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter  appear  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition, 
and  snndry  suggestions  with  a  view  to  retrenchment  are  offered,  among  which  are, 
the  payment  of  but  one  representative  from  each  Chapter,  and  then  only  his  actual 
and  necessary  expenses,  the  redaction  of  the  expense  of  publishing  the  proceed- 
ings, Ac.  The  Finance  Committee  in  their  report  score  somebody  for  extravagance 
in  expenditure  of  the  Grand  Chapter  funds,  and  recommend  that  the  "  Grand  Treasu  - 
rer  be  authorized  to  effect  a  loan  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  the  outstanding  debts, 
which  recommendation  was  adopted. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  again  presented  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  which,  like  his  former  efforts,  is  a  credit  to  its  author.  Thirty -four 
Grand  Chapters  are  heard  from  in  this  report,  which  is  complete  and  Ihorough.  Cal- 
ifornia for  1B74,  receives  courteous  and  fraternal  notice. 

The  M.\  R'.  John  L.  Mitchell  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  /?.*.  JEl*. 
WiLLiAX  P.  Innbs  was  elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Grand  Rapids. 

MINNESOTA. 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota  held  its  fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  St.  Paul,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  1875,— the  M,',  E.:  Silas  R.  M grbili., 
Graod  High  Prieat,  presiding,  the  B*\  E.\  E.  D.  B.  Poetbb  being  Grand  Secretary. 
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The  Ghrand  High  Priest  in  his  Address  announces  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  A.  E.  Ames,  who,  he  says,  was  one  of  the  earliest  organizers  of  Lodges,  Chap- 
ters and  Commanderies  in  that  State.  He  also  announces  that  the  Grand  Masters  of 
the  third  and  first  Yails  "had  rested  from  their  labors,"  and  fraternal  tribntesare 
paid  to  their  memories.  A  dispensation  was  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
Chapter  at  Sleepy  Eye  Lake.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Chapter  will  not  be  influ' 
enced  by  the  name  of  its  locality.  He  calls  the  attention  of  his  companions  to  the 
evils  of  hasty  legislation,  and  says :  "  Let  ns  consider  well  each  proposition  that 
comes  before  as  that  there  may  be  no  occasion  to  consume  much  of  the  lime  of  any 
session  in  undoing  the  work  of  another."  The  Address  is  brief  and  confined  to  mat- 
ters of  local  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $668  20. 

The  Committee  on  Jorisprudence  reported  that  striking  from  the  roll  is  not  equiv- 
alent to  suspension ;  in  which  we  concur, — ^also  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  Chapter  to 
suspend  a  member  fot*  non-payment  of  dues  without  trial;  in  which  we  do  not 
concur. 

The  following  resolution  w.as  unanimously  sdopted: 

Besolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Qrand  Chapter  no  persons  are  eligible  to 
either  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  or  Deputy  Grand  Hign  Priest  but  a  Past  or 
Present  High  Priest. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  facile  pen  of  Comp.  A.  T.  C. 
PiEBSON.  He  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Bodies,  including  thosQ 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  many  of  them  for  two  years  and  one  for  three  years. 
California,  for  1874,  receives  a  fair  share  of  his  attention.  He  quotes  from  the 
address  of  Comp.  Davies  relative  to  disseminating  the  information  contained  in 
the  proceedings,  upon  which  subjects  he  remarks : — 

The  regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota  require  that  its  proceedings 
shall  be  read  in  each  of  its  subordinates.  We  will  venture  several  large  apples  that 
the  requirement  is  not  complied  with  in  a  single  Qjbapter  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Some  plan  should  be  devised  to  stir  up  a  spirit  of  inquiry  among  companions. 
We  have  met  ofiBcers  of  Chapters  who  never  saw  a  copy  of  the  proceedings,  and  had 
no  idea  of  a  "  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,"  and  yet  they  were  thoroughly 
posted  in  the  ritual. 

Each  regulation  or  constitutional  provision  is  equally  binding,  and  no  discrimina- 
tion should  be  made  in  exacting  compliance  with  either.  The  information  contained 
in  our  proceedings  will  amply  repay  lor  the  time  occupied  in  the  perusal,  whether  by 
individuals  or  in  Chapter  assembled. 

The  reading  should  be  done  in  sections,  part  at  one  time  and  part  at  another, 
until  the  whole  has  been  gone  through  with.  As  a  general  principle,  reading 
Masons  are  apt  to  be  good  Masons.  Very  few  Masons  violate  their  O.  B.'s  deliber- 
ately or  willially.  Ignorance  is  the  source  of  nearly  all  the  difficulties  arising 
between  the  brethren  or  occurrijigin  our.bodies.  As  a  preventative,  cultivate  Masonic 
knowledge— "  compulsory,"  if  necessary. 

He  approves  our  regnlation  requiring  High  Priests  of  Chapters  to  present  a  cer- 
tificate of  qualification  previous  to  installation ;  but  would  amend  it  by  inserting  also 
King  and  Scribe.  He  does  not  agree  with  us  in  our  views  relative  to  the  powers  and 
prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters;  but  coincides  so  far  as  Grand  High  Priests  are 
concerned.    He  says : 

From  which  we  be^  leave  to  dissent.  It  is  onlv  within,  comparatively,  a  few 
years  that  written  constitutions  have  pretended  to  define  the  *'pou;eri  and  dutiea^^  of 
a  Grand  Master.  We  claim  that  a  Grand  Master  has  powers  and  prerogatives  over 
which  Grand  Lodges  have  no  anthority,  and  with  which  they  have  no  right  to  med- 
dle:  but  we  cannot  discuss  the  question  here. 

The  Capitular  system,  being  of  recent  origin,  the  officers  are  the  creatures  of  the 
CoBstitotion,  and  their  '^powers  and  dtUt€s"  "are  clearlv  prescribed;"  and  as 
the  written  Constitutions  do  not  give  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  the  right  to  make 
Royal  Arch  Masons  at  sight,  he  has  no  aach  power. 

Our  pen  quivers  with  impatience  to  **get  after  '*  this  "  old  fogy  "  on  this  question; 
but  aa  we  fear  Royal  Arch  Masons  wonld  not  be  partioolarly  benefited  by  the  discus- 
sion we  forbear. 
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He  qnotea  our  remarks  apon  non-affiliation,  apon  which  he  comments  as  fol- 
lows : — 

We  don't  believe  that  a  Mason^s  status  should  depend  upon  the  amount  of  money 
he  pays  into  the  Lodge  treasury.  When  "  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Mason  to  be  a 
member  of  some  Lodge," — and  we  subscribe  thereto  most  emphatically,— was  first 
promulgated,  there  was  no  such  thing  as  dues  known.  Each  person  present  at  a 
meeting  was  supposed  to  pay  his  share  of  the  "  reckoning." 

Dues  grew  out  of  the  necessity  to  provide  for  the  expenses  attending  the  meetings 
of  a  Lodge,  in  cases  where  the  fees  for  initiation  were  insufficient  to  meet  them  and 
other  expenses  Incident  to  the  organization. 

We  do  not  advocate  non-affiliation.  But  we  claim  that  one  may  not  "  be  a  drone 
in  the  hive  "  and  yet  not  a  member  of  a  particular  Lodge.  We  Know  Masons  who 
never  let  a  request  for  assistance  go  unheeded  ;  who  visit  the  sick,  watch  over  and 
care  for  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  are  ever  prompt  in  attendance  upon  the  re- 
mains of  a  deceased  brother  to  his  long  home ;  faittiful  in  all  Masonic  duties  but  that 
of  belonging  to  a  particular  Lodge.  Again,  we  know  of  others  who  promptly  pay 
dues  to  a  particular  Lodge,  but  never  attend  ;  when  assistance  is  asked,  the  applicant 
is  referred  to  the  Lodge ;  is  sickness  to  be  soothed,  the  Lodge  will  attend  to  that ; 
does  the  widow  or  the  orphan  present  a  claim,  that  is  a  matter  for  the  Lodge ; 
does  a  brother  die,  the  Lodge  will  attena  his  funeral ;  I  pay  my  dues  regularly— what 
more  can  you  require?    Which  is  the  "  drone  in  the  hive?'' 

For  one  such  case  as  you  cite,  we  will  show  you  a  hundred,  Comp.  Pierson, 
where  men  who  are  Masons,  but  Masons  only  in  name ;  live  in  immediate  proximity 
to  a  Lodge  for  years,  yet  never  enter  its  portals ;  the  appeal  for  charity  is  made  to 
them  in  vain  ;  they  never  visit  the  sick  or  aid  in  burying  the  dead,  nnless  in  the  case 
of  some  wealthy  or  prominent  brother  whose  funeral  they  deem  it  an  honor  to  attend. 
They  never  think  of  Masonry  except  to  ask  :  How  shall  I  make  it  available  for  the 
advancement  of  my  own  interests  ? 

Not  a  very  desirable  class  for  membership  you  will  say,  and  we  acknowledge  the 
fact,  but  it  is  right  and  proper,  if  these  men  will  do  nothing  else  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  Order,  if  they  will  discharge  their  duty  in  no  other  way,  they  should  be 
made  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  expenses  and  charities  of  the  Order,  or  step 
down  and  out. 

On  the  subject  of  Temperance  Comp.  Pierson  is  not  sound,  and  we  must  dissent 
from  his  views  as  expressed  in  the  following; ,  under  the  head  of  Indiana  :— 

Comp.  Thoxas  apparently  takes  it  for  granted  that  "he  that  is  not  for  me  is 
against  me."  We  do  not  believe  that  we  said  anything  in  our  report  from  which  it 
can  be  legitimatelv  deduced  that  we  were  favorable  to  the  traffic  in,  or  drinking  of 
"  liquor."  If  not,  how  can  we  be  on  the  '•  wicked  side  of  the  question  ?"  On  the 
•  contrary,  we  have  been  converted,— and  hope  to  remain  so,— to  the  **  touch  not, 
taste  nut,  handle  nuf  persuasion.  We  also  believe  that  a  great  many  Masons  are  on  a 
road  that  will  lead  to  far  worse  results,  to  them,  than  dealing  in,  or  drinking  "liquor  ;'* 
but  we  do  not  believe  a  Masonic  document  to  be  the  medium  through  which  to  pro- 
mulgate our  notions  on  either  subject. 

Neither  Comps.  Thomas  and  Cakb[jth,  or  any  other  of  our  compeers,  will  use 
more  of  the  ability  with  which  they  are  endowed  than  oursclf,  to  correct  the  evils 
attending  on  the  liquor  business,  in  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  proper  places. 

Whenever  there  is  a  brother  who  is  totally  abstemious  himself,  that  writes  and 
talks  against  the  liquor  business,  we  are  willing  to  concede  to  him  honesty  of  purpose 
even  though  we  may  think  each  done  in  the  wrong  place.  Politics  are  necessary  for 
this  world,  and  religion  for  two  worlds,  and  yet  the  discussion  of  either  question  ia 
our  Masonic  bodies  is  absolutely  forbidden. 

We  are  opposed  to  new  departures  in  Masonry.  The  fathers,  way  back  yonder  in 
the  first  Masonic  document  ever  printed,  said,  '*  Ye  may  treat  each  other  according 
to  ability,"  &c.  Now  we  neither  want  to  treat  or  be  treated,  but  as  it  was  allowed 
by  the  fathers,  we  are  willing  to  leave  the  whole  question  where  they  left  it,  just  as 
we  are  willing  to  leave  the  eternal  interest  of  a  brother  with  himself. 

Before  the  "  Morgan  excitement"  Masonry  was  a  more  powerful  institution  than 
it  is  to-day,  and  the  proportion  of  Masons  to  "  profanes  "  is  far,  far  greater.  And 
why?  Because  there  is  not  so  much  uuity.  In  their  anxiety  to  repel  the  charges  of 
the  antiSt  Masons  have  seized  every  opportunity,  whether  opportune  or  not,  to  pro- 
claim it  the  great  moral  institution  of  the  age,  as  if  that  was  its  only  mission,  and  have 
measurably  lost  sight  of  its  true  intents  and  purposes. 

Again,  Comp.  Thomas, — think  a  moment;  the  "  rumseller  "  is  not  "  the  drunkard 
maker."    The  taste  for  rum  is  an  acquired  one  ;  the  starting  point  is  not  made  when 


1876] 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA.  63 


alone ;  it  is  not  tAken  from  the  solicitations  of  the  *'  rumseUer  ;^'  no ;  it  is  made  when 
in  the  company  of  the  genial  and  the  generous— the  good,  clever  fellows  that  are  met 
in  the  social  circles. 

But  we  have  been  betrayed  into  saying  more  on  this  most  prolific  question  than 
intended.  Appreciating  all  its  evils,  we  do  not  want  to  be  classed  as  favoring  the 
liquor  traffic  in  any  way. 

We  say  to  such  of  our  brethren  who  are  teetotalers,  pull  off  your  coats,  roll  up  your 
sleeves,  and  fight  the  manufacturer,  the  seller,  and  the  consumer ;  but  don't  endeavof 
to  call  to  your  aid  Masonic  bodies,  as  such.  Let  the  old  tree  stand  as  it  has  of  yore  ; 
its  roots  reaching  so  far,  that  its  trunk  has  grown  so  lofty  that  its  branches  spread 
forth  far  and  wide,  offering  the  protection  of  its  shade  to  the  people  of  every  clime, 
of  every  creed,  and  all  complexions.  Don't  mar  the  harmony  of  this  vast  army  by 
the  introduction  of  questions  that  the  fathers  did  not  deem  necessary  to  stimulate  a 
healthy  growth. 

And  why,  pray,  shall  we  not  call  Masonic  Bodies  to  our  aid  in  the  suppression  of 
intemperance?  Is  not  temperance  one  of  the  first  lessons  we  are  taught  in  Masonry? 
And  shall  we,  as  Masons,  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  evil  of  intemperance  is  a 
great  and  growing  one  ?  that  it  is  invading  our  Lodge  rooms,  our  Chapter  halls  and 
the  asylums  of  onr  Commanderies?  that  day  by  day  it  is  striking  down  some  beloved 
brother,  companion,  or  Sir  Knight,  who,  if  Masonry  had  interfered,  might,  perhaps, 
have  been  saved?  We  regard  the  introduction  of  intoxicating  drinks  into  our 
Masonic  assemblages  as  a  monstrous  wrong.  We  teach  our  novitiates  the  lesson  of 
temperance  at  the  outset  of  their  Masonic  career,  and  alas!  too  often,  as  soon  as  the 
Lodge  is  closed,  we  place  before  them  the  temptation  to  ignore  the  teachings  of 
the  previous  honr,  and  lay  the  foundations  of  an  appetite  Ivhich  will  consume  them 
as  with  a  flaming  fire.  We  have  heard  mothers  date  the  commencement  of  the  ruin 
of  a  beloved  son  from  the  day  he  Joined  the  Masonic  Lodge.  We  have  listened,  with 
shame  and  mortification,  to  wives  who  declared  their  husbands  never  neglected  or 
Abused  them  until  they  got  into  the  habit  of  staying  late  at  the  Lodge,  and  the  iron 
has  entered  into  our  soul,  because  we  knew  it  to  be  true. 

These  are  exceptional  cases,  it  is  true  ;  but  shall  such  things  be  and  the  voice  of 
Masonry  remain  silent?  If  Masonry  may  not  attack  an  enemy  which  threatens  its 
destruction ;  if  it  may  not  combat  a  disease  which  preys  upon  its  vitals ;  if,  pro- 
fessing the  highest  standard  of  morality,  it  cannot  aid  in  suppressing  vice,  then, 
indeed,  is  it  powerless  for  any  good  purpose,  and  all  its  boasted  virtues  are  but  as 
''sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling  cymbal." 

Qive  us  more  such  writers  as  Thomas  and  Cabruth,  and  Masonry  will  be  all  the 
better  for  the  accession. 

The  3f.*.  E,\  Samcel  J.  Pbentiss  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,\  E.\ 
A.  T.  C.  PiERSON  was  elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  St.  Paul. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi  held  i^s  twenty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  city  of  Meridian,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February,  1876,— the  R,\  E.:  John  Y. 
McTRRY,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E,',  J.  L.  Power  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Forty-three  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  <Yrand  High  Priest  having  removed  from  the  jurisdiction,  the  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  delivered  the  address,  which  is  a  well  written  paper  and  clearly  sets 
forth  his  official  acts.  He  pays  the  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  those  "  who 
have  gone  before,"  among  whom  was  one  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Henry  C. 
Robinson,  and  one  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Dent  H.  Miles.  One  dis- 
pensation for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted,  and  sundry  special  dis- 
pensations for  various  purposes. 

We  note  the  following  decisions  with  onr  concurrence  : — 

July  6th.  Ist.  That  a  Chapter  cannot  ballot  on  petitions  except  at  regular  meet- 
ings, and  then  only  when  the  case  has  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Investigatioa 
at  one  stated  meeting,  and  reported  upon  at  a  subsequent  stated  meeting. 
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I  decided  also  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  cannot  rigbtfaHjr  authorize  another  offi- 
cer of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  su^peud  the  By-LawB  and  Regolationa  for  subordinate 
Chapters  for  any  purpose,  or  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  the  right  of  dispen- 
sation resting  solely  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  when  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  whose  officer  he  is,  and  which  is  to  be  exercised  by  him  only  in  special 
cases.  In  no  case  would  he  be  warranted  in  granting  to  another  a  carte  blancfie  to 
exercise  the  prerogatives  belonging  alone  to  himself. 

He  recommends  that  every  candidate  for  the  degrees  shall,  when  sufficiently 
advanced,  select  his  mark  and  have  it  recorded  in  a  book  of  marks — an  observance 
which  should  be  enforced  in  every  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Secretary  in  a  well  prepared  report  says :~ 

It  has  been  the  unpleasant  duty  of  your  Grand  Secretary  since  he  first  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  recount  to  you  annually  the  heavy,  but  steadily  de- 
creasing, indebtedness  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  From  a  total  indebtedness,  as  detailed 
in  my  Annual  Report  of  1872,  amounting  to  $4977  41,  it  is  now  reduced  td  the  sum 
named  in  the  following  exhibit : — 

Due  Grand  Council  (a  temporary  loan),  to  be  paid  at  this  Con- 
vocation    $400  00 

Due  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Meek,  daughter  of  Past  Grand  Lecturer,  Thos. 

J.Hawkins 4o0  00 

Due  Comp.  J.  A.  Martin,  printiog*  Proceedings,  1873, 1874 372  50 

Dae  Grand  Secretary,  on  Salary,  L874 465  03 

Total  indebtedness $1687  53 

An  effort  was  made  to  abolish  the  Reports  on  Correspondence,  but  there  was  too 
much  good  sense  in  the  Grand  Chapter  to  sanction  such  an  unwise  proceeding,  and 
the  motion  was  lost. 

We  fully  concur  in  the  following  report^  which  was  adopted : — 

Tour  committee  te  whom  was  referred  the  following  resolution,  viz. :  "  That  Chap- 
ter Past  Masters,  present  when  the  Past  Master's  degree  is  conferred  on  tlie  Master  of 
a  Lodge  as  a  qualidcation  for  office,  shall  not  assist  in  conferring  more  of  that  degree 
than  is  necessary  for  that  purpose,"  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  cannot  conceive  oy  what  right  a  Chapter  Past  Master  can  confer  the  de- 
gree of  Past  Master,  or  any  part  of  it,  on  a  Master  elect. 

By  our  Permanent  Regulations,  no  Chapter  can  confer  it  on  any  one  who  has 
not  received  the  Mark  Degree,  and  been  elected  to  all  the  degrees  of  a  Chapter. 

The  truth  is,  the  Past  Master's  degree  was  unknown  to  Capitular  Masonry  by  the 
Ancient  Charges  and  Regulations,  and  was  improperly  taken  from  Symbolic  Masonry, 
to  which  it  belongs  as  an  Honorary  Degree.  It  is  wholly  unknown  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  England.  It  is  not  worked  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ireland.  It  was 
once  worked  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  but  it  has  by  it  been  returned 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  as  a  Chair  Degree,  and  the  Chapters  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia,  British  Colonies  and  Shanghai,  working  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland, 
are  only  permitted  to  confer  the  degree  as  a  Side-Degree,  so  long  as  the  work  re- 
mains as  it  now  is  in  America. 

The  Past  Master's  Degree  is  a  new  one,  and  is  worked  only  in  America,  and  oar 
Chapters  must  continue  to  work  it  nntil  some  general  change  is  made.  Your  com- 
mittee believe  that  it  should  then  be  surrendered  to  the  Grand  Lodges,  as  a  Chair 
or  Honorarv  Degree,  to  be  communicated  alone  to  Masters  elect  The  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Rhode  Island,  which  has  not  accepted,  and  is  not  bound  to  work  the  Ritual 
prescribed  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  Slates,  has  suggested,  in  an 
able  Report,  that  the  Degree  shall  not  be  conferred,  but  communicated. 

Your  committee  can  only  express  the  hope  that  some  Grand  Convocation  of  the 
Representatives  of  all  Grand  Chapters  may  meet  ai  no  distant  day,  and  may,  in  a 
spirit  of  mutual  concession,  adopt  some  Ritual  for  Chapter  degrees  that  will  enable 
Capitular  Masonry  to  work  the  same  work  and  speak  the  same  Masonic  language  in 
every  nation.  Your  committee  can  see  no  impropriety  in  a  Chapter  Past  Master 
being  present  at  the  conferring  of  the  Past  Master  s  degree  on  a  Master  elect  as  a 
qualification  degree,  bnt  no  further. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  as  a  aub- 
stitute  for  the  one  submitted  to  your  committee,  viz. : — 

Besolvedf  That  no  Chapter  Past  Master,  as  such,  has  any  power  to  confer  the 
Past  Master's  degree,  or  any  part  of  it,  on  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  as  a  qualifying 
degree. 
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The  regulation  reqairing*  candidates  for  the  Chapter  to  have  been  Master  Masons 
six  months  before  making  application  was  repealed. 

There  is  good  sense  condensed  in  the  following  report : — 

Yoar  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  have  had  under  consideration  the  following  reso- 
lution, oflered  by  Conip.  Arnold  :  • 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  are  hereby  authorised  and 
empowered,  at  their  own  discretion,  to  suspend  the  by-laws*  of  their  Chapters  nnd  re- 
ceive and  act  upon  petitions,  instanter,  either  at  stated  or  special  meetings,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  class  for  the  exemplification  of  the  adopted  work,  and  for  no 
other  purpose,  and  only  during  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  amons  them. 

The  wisdom  of  the  ancient  Hegulations,  which  this  resolution  proposes  to  dispense 
with,  has  been  well  established  by  immemorial  usage,  and  our  matured  convictions 
bring  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proposed  change  is  inexpedit^nt  and  unnecessary. 
Our  Grand  High  Priest  decided,  as  wo  think,  both  wi.«fely  and  well,  that  he  could  not 
delegate  his  inherent  authority  to  another— that  is  to  say,  while  he  could  rightfully 
issue  dispensations,  he  could  not  authorize  another  to  do  it  at  his  discretion. 

We  think  dispensations  are  too  frequently  sought  and  granted  for  mereconKienieTice, 
and  in  cases  where  no  real  emergency  exists,  and  as  uften  to  the  detriment  of  the 
Royal  Cralthood. 

If  Grand  High  Priests  have  in  any  proper  sense  lawfully  and  of  right  inherited 
the  prerogatives  universally  conceded  as  belonging  to  Grand  Masters— we  should 
pluck  ofir  our  shoes  and  tread  softly  and  slowly  when  we  would  venture  upon  an  as- 
sault upon  well  established  immemorial  usages.  The  committee  return  the  resolution 
without  approval. 

Comp.  H.  W.  Walteb  presented  a  condensed  Report  on  Correspondence,  wherein 
the  transactions  of  thirty-four  Grand  Chapters  are  noticed  and  extracts  made  there- 
from without  comment  to  any  extent. 

We  give  his  closing  paragraph,  which  accounts  for  the  "  milk  in  the  cocoanut: '' 

A  word  to  our  companions  of  the  reportorial  corps  and  we  are  done.  In  our  last 
report  we  endeavored  to  show  the  nniversal  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry.  We 
only  regret  that  we  cannot  do  more  on  this  point  this  year.  It  is  an  innovation.  By 
some  uf  the  corps  it  was  coldly  received,  and  by  one  copied.  Under  a  wise  rule  of 
our  Grand  Chapter  we  are  directed  to  coudeuse  our  work  and  report  nothing  except 
of  general  interest  requiring  its  attention.  If,  therefore,  we  do  not  indulge  in  a  social 
converse  with  our  confreres  the  reason  is  above  stated,  and  whilst  entertaining  the 
warmest  fraternal  feeling  for  all,  we  can  only  express  it  in  this  general  manner,  and 
say  it  might  be  more  marked  if  auty  permitted. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  Grand  Chapter  will  soon  be  financially  able  to  give  Comp. 
Walter  full  swing. 

The  M.',  E.\  John  Y.  Mitrrt  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  R,\  E,\  J. 
L.  Power  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Jackson. 

MISSOUBL 

The  twenty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri  was  held 
in  the  City  of  St.  Louis  on  the  seventh  day  of  October,  1875, — the  M,\  E,\  Rufus  E. 
Anderson,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.',  £.'.Geo.  Prank  Gouley  being 
Grand  Secretary.  Fifty-one  chartered  Chapters  and  three  under  dispensation  were 
represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  announces  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Samuel  Rumsell,  who  died  on  the  ninth  day  of  December,  1874,  aged  nearly 
sixty-nine  years,  and  closes  a  fraternal  tribute  to  his  memory  in  the  following  words : 

He  was  laid  to  rest  with  Masonic  honors  on  December  9th  by  Zeredatha  Lodge, 
Hugk  de  Puyen^s  Commandery,  K.  T.,  acting  as  escort.  Peace  to  the  ashes  of  a 
noble  man  and  a  true  Mason  !  and  may  bis  living  example  be  a  perpetual  legacy  of 
wisdom,  strength,  and  beauty  to  those  who  mourn  their  loss. 

You  will  not  need  any  incitement  from  me  to  place  upon  your  records  nuch  a 
tribute  of  respect  as  shall  exhibit  your  appreciation  of  the  life  and  example  of  *'  so 
good  a  man.'- 

Dlspensationa  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  four  new  Chapters  ;  and  Repre- 
sentatives were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Massachusetts,  West  Virginia, 


66  PROGEEDINGS  OF  THE  [April  11, 

Califoruia,  Sooth  CaroU.-ia,  Miciiigan,  Kentucky,  Fiorkla,  and  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia.   Comp.  Charles  Mabsh  received  the  honor  of  the  appointment  for  California. 

We  quote  the  following  decisions  in  full,  as  we  hold  that  decisioBB  on  points  of 
Masonic  law  are  matters  of  general  interest,  and  valuable  for  purposes  of  refer- 
ence : — 

1. — Section  16,  Article  1,  of  our  Constitution,  provides :  "TTie  Grand  High  Priest 
may  grant  permission,  '  at  one  meeting  only,'  to  receive  petitions  and  allow  reports 
to  be  made  on  the  same,  in  order  that  candidates,  being  received,  the  netc  Ciiapter 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  work  of  the  several  degreea  exemplified.'* 

Decision — This  applies  only  odom  the  organization  of  a  new  Chapter,  and  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Grand  IJigh  l^riest  to  issue  such  permit  to  a  Chapter  in  the  regu- 
lar course  of  work.  Section  10,  Article  3,  requires  that  the  petition  "  ahaU  lie  over 
until  the  next  stated  meeting  fur  the  consideration  of  the  members." 

2.— St.  Louis  Chapter,  No.  H,  suspended  one  of  its  members  upon  a  charge  of 
appropriating  funds  of  the  Chapter  to  his  own  use,  "  for  two  years,  and  until  he  refund 
the  amount  appropriated  and  make  satisfactory  apology  to  the  Chapter."  Before  the 
terms  of  the  stMitence  had  been  complied  with,  at  a  regular  communication  of  the 
Chapter,  and  without  previous  notice,  on  motion  of  a  companion,  and  by  a  "major- 
ity "  vote,  the  companion  inus  suspended  was  declared  reinstated. 

Decided — That,  in  order  to  rest^^re  a  suspended  Companion  before  the  expiration 
of  the  time  or  terms  of  suspension  had  been  complied  with,  petition  must  come  from 
the  applicant  himself  for  reinstatement  and  lie  over  until  the  next  stated  meeting, 
and  the  members  be  duly  notified  of  the  fact,  when  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  com-' 
panions  present  shall  be  requisite  thereto.  Under  this  view  of  the  law,  I  declared 
the  action  of  .S£.  JjouU  Chapter,  No.  8,  null  and  void. 

3. — Upon  application  of  O^Stdlican  Chapter,  No.  40,  for  permission  to  elect  a  Sec- 
retary in  place  of  one  who  had  been  elected  and  installed,  butwhose  business  engage- 
ments prevented  him  from  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office,  I  held  that  an  installed 
oflicer  of  the  Chapter  could  not  resign,  and  refused  the  petition. 

4. — At  the  late  Triennial  Convocation  of  thjB  General  (vrand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  hell]  November  24,  1874,  the  following,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, was  adopted  :  — 

*'  Doubts  having  arisen  in  reference  to  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  any  Chapter 
to  confer  the  Capitular  Degrees  upon  a  candidate  previously  rejected  by  any  other 
Chapter  it  is  declared,  by  this  General  Grand  Chapter,  as  the  true  law  upon  such 
subject,  that  no  Chapter  under  this  jniisdictlon  shall  confer  the  Capitniar  Degrees  on 
any  candidate  previously  regularly  rejected  by  any  other  Chapter,  without  first  pro- 
curing the  consent  of  such  rejecting  Chapter,  provided  that  such  Chapter  be  in  ex- 
istence." 

In  June,  a  case  was  presented  calling  for  an  interpretation  of  this  decision  of  the 
General  Grand  Cnapter,  and  we  were  asked,  **  Does  it  require  a  vote  by  ballot  to  give 
consent,  and,  if  so,  docs  it  require  a  unanimous  ballot?" 

Our  Constitution  declares  tiiat  "The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Missonri  is  the 
supreme  Head  of  Hoyal  Arch  Masonry  in  Missouri,"  and  Section  17  of  Article  3 
declares"  any  candidate  rejected  for  the  degrees  may  renew  his  petition  in  the  near- 
est Chapter  to  his  residence,  after  the  lapse  of  six  months." 

Now  here  is  a  direct  conflict,  and  we  regard  the  decision  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  as  so  utterly  at  variance  with  the  well  settled  principles  of  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence, and  Furnishing  so  powerful  an  engine  of  oppression  to  the  ^igoted  Ishma- 
elite,  who  now  and  then,  despite  every  precaution,  creeps  into  our  Chapters,  that  we 
were  at  first  disposed  to  invoke  the  doctrine  of  Stales-rights  and  instruct  St,  Joseph, 
Chapter  to  disregard  it.  But,  not  wishing?  to  rest  under  the  charge  of  **  disloyaity," 
we  felt  constrained  to  give  it  a  liberal  construction,  and  decided  that  a  majority  vote, 
manifested  by  the  "  usual  show  of  hands,"  was  all  that  was  necessary.  Any  other 
interpretation  of  it  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  "  nail  a  candidate  to  the  counter 
for  life  by  the  vindictive  hammer  of  one  man." 

The  editor  of  Tlie  Freemason^  in  commenting  on  this  decision,  properly  charac- 
terizes it  as  "a  strange  and  strong  decision,"  and  well  says: 

"  Rejection  has.  Jieretofore,  always  been  limited  by  time  (generally  twelve 
months),  and  we  never  before  supposed  that  we  had  to  get  some  Cliaptcr  in  London 
to  reverse  its  ballot,  cast  fifty  years  ago,  on  a  candidate  who  has  stood  well  in  onr 
Lodge  here  for  nearly  all  that  space  of  time.  The  General  Grand  Chapter,  Grand 
Chapters  and  Subordmate  Chapters  never  get  outside  of  the  well-established  usages 
of  Blue  Masonry,  but  they  always  'put  their  foot  in  it,'  and  this  last  performance  is 
no  exception." 

5.  A  Masonic  Lodge  in  Missouri  waived  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate,  and  con- 
sented that  he  miuht  be  made  a  Mason  in  Hamburg,  Iowa.  The  Chapter  in  Hamburg 
c. aimed  t!iat  because  the  Blue  Lodge  had  waived  jurisdiction  over  the  candidate,  and 
that  was  his  Masonic  home,  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  confer  the  Chapter  Degrees  on 
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him,  without  consent  of  the  Chapter  noarest  to  his  residence  in  Missouri;  and  I  was 
asketl  lor  a  ikoisiun  by  u  coiupauiou  oi'  the  Missuuri  Chapter. 

Decided — That  the  waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  the  Blue  Lodge  did  not  affect  the 
jariHdiction  of  the  Chapter,  and  tlnit  a  rer«ident  of  Missouri  exalted  in  Iowa,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Chapter  iu  Missouri  nearest  his  place  of  residence,  was  illegally 
made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

The  following  account  of  a  visitation  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  to  one  of  the  old 
Chapterit,  caused  our  facial  muBcles  to  relax.  We  have  never  seen  anything  quite 
equal  to  the  furniture  be  describes;  but  we  can  imagine  the  impression  such  an 
** outfit-'  would  make  upon  the  mind  of  an  intelligent  candidate.    He  says  :— 

I  have  found  it  convenient  to  visit  officially  but  few  of  the  Chapters  during  the 
year.    I  have  seen  and  hear'!  enoujrh,  however,  tu  convince  me  that  some  measures 
should  be  adopted  by  this  Grand  Hudy  to  compel  all  the  subordinate  Chapters  to 
supply  themselves  with  the   necessary  "tools  and  implements"  to  exemplify  the 
work  of  the  degrees.    The  "furniture^'  of  some  of  our  Chapters,  I  am  satisfied,  is 
sadlv  deficient,  and  it  requires  a  wonderful  stretch  of  the  imaginution,  upon  the  part 
of  the  candidate,  to  see  the  connection  between  the  symbol  used  and  tlie  lesson 
intended  to  be  explained.     It  was  my  provliice  to  be  present  in  one  of  our  "old" 
Chapters  of  the  kind  alluded  to,  a  short  time  siucu,  at  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree.    The  Masters  of  the  Vails  were  without  any  uf  the  necessary  implements  of 
their  office — not  even  so  much  as  a  banner.     Upon  "  repairint;  to  the  scene  of  their 
labors,"  the  third  time,  the  " sojourners"  observed,  preserve*!  and  brought  up  ••  from 
the  ruins  of  the  temple"  what  proved  to  be  a  veritable  axe  box,  with  the  name  of 
one  of  the  merchants  of  the  place  ("still  living'*)  inscribed  upon  the  top  of  it,  and 
that  of  a  firm  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  **IXL-'  axes  in  a  neighboring 
State  engraved  upon  the  sides  and  end  of  it.     Recognizing  "the  eternal  fitness  of 
thiugs,"  we  expected  to  find  in  it  a  copy  of  "  Wells'  Form  Book,"  a  pone  of  corn- 
bread,  a  "  big  sunflower"  and  a  smoke-house  key  ;  but,  to  our  astonishment,  it  con- 
tained a  Bible,  and  a  straight,  flat  sMck,  which  we  took  to  be  a  side  of  the  frame  of 
one  of  the  urchins'  slaves.     If  it  ever  "  blossomed  and  bore  fruit,"  it  must  have  been 
of  a  relative  kind,  such  as  we  gathered  in  one  of  our  school-boy  days,  when,  after 
figuring  over  the  whole  side  of  the  slate,  we  failed  to  get  the  answer,  and  received  a 
vigorous  application  of  birch.     No  "key"  was  deemed  necessary,  as  it  was  pre- 
sumed all  the  candidates    '  knew  their  letters,"  and  the  characters  upon  the  "top 
and  sides"  of  the  box  were  in  plain  English.     What  the  astonished  discoverer  took 
to  be  "pure  gold"  overlying  the  top  as  the  "sun's  rays  fell  upon  it,"  we  were  satis- 
fied was  nothing  but  a  new  axe  laid  out  on  top  of  the  box  for  a  sign.     We  were 
acting  High  Priest,  and,  hiving  some  experience  in  discu.-jsing  and  harmonizing 
contti(!ting  testimony,  we  essayed  the  task  of  proving  to  the  satisfaction  of  those 
faithful  workmen  that  our  "  three  Ancient  Grand  Masters  "  had  something  to  do  with 
that  axe  box  ;  that  that  merchant's  name  on  the  top  was  a  "tetragrammatou,"  and 
that  there  would  have  been  a  triangle  around  it  had  there  been  room  after  putting 
on  the  name  of  the  town  and  State.     We  insisted  that  iXL  stood  for  "  ;iOO(»,"  and 
that  the  word  "  Pittsburg"  was  ihe  name  of  a  Jewish  town ;  'and  the  contents  of  the 
box  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  wood-choppers  in  general  and  "the  Jewish 
nation  in  particular."     We  did  not  wait  to  hear  the  "  verdict"  of  the  "  three,"  but 
would  have  been  perfectly  satisfied  with  a  "hung  jury." 

Now,  my  companions,  is  it  any  wonder  that  we  have  too  many  "  daubers,"  and 
that  to  so  many  our  beautiful  ceremonies  appear  only  a  series  of  unmeaning  rites? 
Is  it  not  a  Ijurlesr^ue,  if  not  an  in*ult,  to  their  intelligence,  with  such  an  "  outfit"  as 
we  have  described,  to  say  to  a  candidate  :  "  1  trust  you  have  entered  into  tlie  spirit 
of  these  solemn  ceremonies  and  under^^tand  the  full  import  of  these  interesting 
symboU  ?  " 

I  suggest  that  you  adopt  a  law  forbidding  the  organization  of  any  Chapter  here- 
after in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  until  it  uhall  provide  it^nelf  with  the  "necessary" 
implements  for  symbolizing  the  degrees,  and  that  some  coercive  measures  be 
adopted  to  compel  the  delinquent  onesH  already  organized  to  furnish  themselves  with 
them.    To  our  mind  it  is  as  necessary  as  a  "  suitable  place  "  to  meet. 

In  conclusion  ho  says:  — 

May  we  not  hope  that  this  annual  gathering  in  oar  sacred  Tabernacle  will  kindle 
within  the  breast  of  each  one  of  us  a  flame  such  as  was  generated  in  the  heart  of  the 
Israelite  of  old  by  his  annual  pilgrimage  to  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  that  we  may 
return  to  our  respective  fields,  encouraged  and  strengihened  by  our  intercourse  with 
each  other  and  with  renewed  deterniinaiiou  to  "  dispense  true  light  and  knowledge." 

The  closing  words  of  our  late  General  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  response  to  the 
addresH  of  welcome  at  Nashville,  should  meet  with  a  hearty  endorsement  from  every 
true  .Mason,  and  we  commend  them  to  your  favorable  consideration  : — 
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"  There  are  in  the  United  States  more  than  half  a  million  of  Masons,  more  than  one 
hundred  thousand  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  more  than  forty  thousand  Knights  Temp- 
lar. These  are  all  pledged  to  the  performance  of  specific  duties,  both  in  relation  to 
themselves  and  in  relation  to  others  ;  these  all  profess  to  govern  their  action  by  the 
principles  of  justice,  morality  and  brotherly  love  ;  there  ought  to  go  out  from  such  a 
body  of  men,  governed  by  such  principles,  a  mighty  influence  for  good,  and  there  is 
as  much  need  for  it  now  as  ever  there  was  in  the  history  of  mankind.  There  seems 
to  be  throughout  the  world  a  certain  loosenmg  of  the  bonds  of  morality — a  disposi- 
tion to  make  migfU  law,  instead  of  rigM.  Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  it,  such  a 
state  of  things  exists;  violence  prevails  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  crime  goes 
unpunished  to  a  fearful  extent.  There  is  corruption  in  high  places  and  in  low.  Man 
treats  his  fellow  as  his  enemy,  instead  of  as  his  brother.  The  laws  of  God  and  man 
are  alike  disregarded.  Now,  against  ail  these  things  the  institution  of  Masonry 
should  stand  as  an  impassable  barrier  ;  and  it  will  so  stand,  if  we  are  but  true  to  ltd 
teachings  and  carry  out  in  our  lives  the  principles  which  we  profess.  Our  Order 
exists  all  over  the  world.  Our  influence  should  be  equally  extensive,  and  we  should 
everywhere  be  known  as  conservators  of  morality,  promoters  of  peace,  and  exemp- 
lars of  truth. 

"  It  is  sometimes  said  that  it  is  darkest  just  before  morning,  and  that  we  can  dis- 
cern the  signs  of  light  in  the  East  while  all  around  is  obscured  in  darkness ;  may  we 
not  hope  that  the  same  is  true  of  the  moral  world?  Among  the  hills  of  Northern 
Maine,  in  the  early  morning,  fogs  and  mists,  which  obscure  the  sight  and  chill  the 
blood,  settle  down  over  the  mountains  and  in  the  valleys.  Soon  the  rising  sun  tips 
the  top  of  the  highest  peak,  then  glances  to  the  next,  and  the  next,  and  anon  bursts 
above  the  horizon  and  scatters  the  mists  and  fogs  in  a  flood  of  golden  light.  Let  us 
hope  that  even  now  the  sun  of  morality,  truth  and  virtue  is  rising,  and  that  the  dark 
clouds  of  ignorance,  vice,  corruption,  and  violence  that  now  lower  over  the  world 
will  be  torever  dispelled." 

The  financial  report  shows  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  of  $3,- 
323  00.  The  Committee  on  Grievances  congratulate  the  Grand  Chapter  upon  the 
fact  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  and  plenty  of  time  to  do  it  in.  The  sum  of  $250  00 
was  donated  to  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  St.  Louis. 

Comp.  GoCLEY  gives  us  an  old-fashioned  report  this  time,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
read  it.  No  condensed  article  this  time,  but  a  good,  honest,  thorough,  and  interesting 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty-six  Grand  Chapters.  California  for  1875,  receives 
a  large  share  of  his  attention.  He  ridicules  the  idea  of  moving  at  each  Annual  Con- 
vocation that  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last,  be  dispensed  with,  and  upouthis 
subject  he  speaks  as  follows  : — 

Notwithstanding  the  following  certificate  is  published  at  the  end  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings : — 

"  The  business  of  the  Grand  Chapter  being  all  completed,  the  minutes  of  the 
afternoon  se-sion  were  read  and  approved,  and  after  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain, 
and  appropriate  music  by  the  choir,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  was  closed  in 
ample  form," 

Yet  each  year  opens  as  follows :— 

**  The  reading  of  the  minutes  at  the  last  annual  convocation  was  dispensed  with, 
the  members  being  furnished  with  printed  copies  thereof." 

Sometimes  it  takes  a  "motion"  to  get  the  reading  dispensed  with,  although  there 
is  no  law  of  the  Grand  Chapter  requiring  them  to  be  read.  It  might  as  well  be 
moved  that  "  the  officers  installed  last  year  be  permitted  to  take  their  seats." 

We  do  not  allude  to  this  with  any  special  reference  to  ** California,"  for  nine  out 
of  ten  of  the  Grand  Chapters  do  the  same  thing,  and  simply  do  it,  we  suppose,  be- 
cause some  body  else  did  it.  Missouri  used  to  do  it  until  we  found  there  was  no  law 
or  sense  in  it,  and  then  we  quit  it  and  let  the  minutes  stand  on  their  own  merit. 

The  point  is  well  taken  ;  and  although  the  matter  is  of  little  or  no  importance,  it 
shows  how  easy  it  is  to  fall  into  the  habits  and  customs  of  those  who  have  preceded 
us,  however  absurd  they  may  be.  Such  has  been  the  custom  in  our  Grand  Chapter 
hitherto,  and  we  have  simply  followed  in  the  beaten  track.  He  complains  that  our 
Report  on  Correspondence  is  mixed  in  with  the  proceedings  instead  of  being  isolated 
in  an  appendix  at  the  end  of  the  volume..  We  cau  see  no  reason  why  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  being  the  report  of  a  regular  committee,  and,  in  our  opinion,  one 
of  the  most  important,  should  be  stuck  into  an  appendix,  more  than  the  reports  of 
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any  other  committees;  we  prefer  to  have  it  come  in  its  proper  place  ia  the  proceed- 
ings like  other  reports.  He  quotes  copiously  from  our  report,  but  we  are  unable  to 
decide  from  any  comments  whether  he  agrees  with  us  or  dissents. 

He  does  not  fail  to  give  us  a  punch  on  the  question  of  "  sub-heads.*'  One  would 
think  his  own  head  was  sub,  sometimes,  to  hear  him.    He  says:^ 

Relative  to  "  sub-heads,"  we  ask  hi<t  prayerful  attention  to  our  (this  year's) 
Report  on  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California,  and  then  ask  him  to  repent  and  sin  no 
more.  If  ever  the  "  beauty  of  his  typography"  strikes  in  suflBcienlly  to  make  his 
Proceedings  readable,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  will  have  to  bury  a  Grand 
Secretary — and  it  wonH  be  us. 

The  wretch !  Does  he  class  the  beauty  of  our  typography  with  the  chicken-pox 
or  measles?  If  ever  his  "  snb-hea'Ift  "  should  strike  in,  there  would  be  a  case  of 
hydrocephalus  that  would  puzzle  even  Dr.  Corson  to  cure. 

CoBsoN  says  of  Goitley's  attempt  at  a  "condensed  report,"  "  Comp.  Goulky 
will  not  play  such  a  scurvy  trick  again.  He  dare  not  do  it.''  Whereupon,  Gouley 
remarks:  — 

Well.  CoBsoN  was  right ;  we  dare  not  do  it.  It  cansed  snch  a  row  that  we  came 
very  near  being  "condensed"  like  the  report;  but  living  on  the  Minsissippi  river 
and  partaking  of  the  high  pressure  system  of  navigation  is  all  that  saved  ns.  You 
cannot  use  a  "condenser"  on  one  of  our  boats  without  "  busting  it."  We  ask  a 
thousand  pardons  for  that  report,  but  mnst  be  forgiven  on  account  of  the  grass- 
hoppers, for  great  was  the  panic  thereat,  and  we  had  serious  doubts  whether  the 
Grand  Chapter  would  meet  at  all. 

Knowing  the  predilections  of  the  grasshoppers  for  everything  green^  we  don't 
wonder  that  Gouley  had  ''  serious  doubts,"  etc. 

He  agrees  with  us  relative  to  the  decision  of  the  General  Grand^Chapter  concern- 
ing the  jurisdiction  of  subordinate  Chapters  over  rejected  candidates,  and  in  support 
of  his  views  qnotes  the  following  article,  written  by  him  for  the  Freejiiason,  and 
headsd  *•  A  Strange  and  Strong  Decision  :" — 

At  the  Inst  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  decided  that  any  candidate  for  the  capitular 
degrees,  who  had  been  previously  rejected,  could  not  be  admitted  into  any  ('hapter 
in  the  United  States  without  first  obtaining  the  con-'ent  of  the  rejecting  Chapter. 
In  other  words,  in  1S4">.  John  Ssjith  was  re|ect«»d  by  John  Josks,  in  Missouri  Chap- 
ter, No.  I,  and  Smfth  removed  that  year  to  San  Francisco,  where  he  «till  resides,  and 
Companion  Jonb8  still  remains  a  member  of  the  Chapter  here,  and  still  objects  to 
consent  being  granted  out  of  personal  pique.  The  deci.xion  does  not  say  whether 
the  consent  shall  he  unanimous  or  by  majority,  but  as  a  vote  for  a  consent  Ih  a  mere 
farce  by  a  majority,  we  presume  it'  is  meant  to  be  unanimous.  Such  a  decision, 
which  nails  a  candidate  to  the  counter  for  life  by  the  vindictive  hammer  of  one  man, 
Is  without  a  precedent  (to  our  knowledge)  in  Masonic  jurisprudence. 

Rejection  has  heretofore  always  been  limited  by  time  (generally  by  twelve 
month!*),  and  we  never  before  supposed  that  we  had  to  get  some  Chapter  in  London 
to  reverse  its  ballot  cast  fifty  years  ago  on  a  candidate  who  has  stood  well  in  our 
Lodge  here  for  nearly  all  that  space  of  time.  The  General  Grand  Chapter,  Grand 
Chapters  and  subordinate  Chapters  never  get  outitide  of  the  well  established  usages 
of  Blue  Masonry,  but  they  always  "put  their  foot  in  it,"  and  this  last  performance  ia 
no  exception. 

Under  the  head  of  Di.Htrict  of  Columbia,  he  gets  off  the  following  :— 

If  Companion  M\cf»BOTTY's  members  got  any  "  information"  (apart  from  Report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence)  in  the  Proceedings  before  us,  they  can  beat  New  Kng- 
land  sheep  getting  food,  for  it  is  said  that  they  have  gimlets  on  their  noses  to  bore 
between  the  rocks  for  grass. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  California  met  in  April,  but  they  hold  their  eh»ctions  at  a 
different  time,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  folio ^ring  from  Companion  MacI^rottv's 
report : — 

"  M'.  E.\  Companion  William  Alkxavdbr,  in  January,  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  R.  B.  Ch\rlbs  Louis  Wiooin  was  reelected  (irand  Secretary." 

This  is  either  an  April  joke,  or  else  he  thought  that  Companion  Janitary  had  too 
long  a  name  and  yet  live,  so  he  cut  it  up  Into  sections,  like  Romeo's  body,  and  scat- 
tered it  among  the  months,  and  took  "  in  January  "just  for  a  commencement.  "  Go 
it,  January  I '' 

He  grows  satirical  over  the  Massachusetts  Burial  Service.    Hear  him  :- 
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Under  the  head  of  **  Massachusetts.'*  he  quotes  the  nc\r  burial  service  for  Chapter 
une,  which  is  like  nearly  all  other  Masonic  services  of  the  kind  ;  but  we  cannot 
iniaj^ine  when  a  Royal  Arrrh  Ma!*on  need  he  buried  at  a  place  where  there  is  no 
Lodije,  or  the  necesnity  for  isnch  service,  unless  it  be  to  bnry  a  Royal  Arch  MaHon 
who  is  not  in  jfood  standing?  in  his  Lodj^e.  We  ran  imagine  such  a  case  under  the 
very  sinj^ular  laws  of  that  State,  wherein  a  man  may  be  su-^pended  for  non-payment 
of  dues,  and  yet  be  considered  in  "  pood  Masonic  atauding  "  in  every  other  Masonic 
Body  In  that  State,  except  in  his  own  fjodge. 

*'Th"  world  moves,"  »nd  so  may  that  Massachnsetts  funeral  procession;  but  it 
IB/*  no  funeral  of  ours,"  an<l  if  the  corpse  can  stand  it,  we  can. 

The  American  system  of  the  Y'ork  Rite  can  now  irive  the  Scotch  Rite  two  in  the 
game,  so  tar  as  planting  bum:in  bodies  is  concerned,  for  with  thirty -three  degrees 
they  have  only  one  ceremony,  while  we,  with  only  twelve  degrees,  have  three,  so 
that  if  one  of  our  members  is  buried  by  the  blue  of  the  Lodge,  the  acarlet  of  the 
Chapter,  and  the  hlcwk  of  the  Commandery,  his  friends  on  resurrection  morning  wiil 
think  he  died  of  spotted  fever,  and  if  the  Bay  State  will  only  invent  the  pwple  cere- 
mony of  the  Cryptic  degrees,  then  every  fellow  with  wings  will  swear  that  the  man 
surfeited  himself  to  death  on  speckled  trout :  and  if  they  had  ever  lived  in  the  North- 
western Spates,  they  would  not  blame  him  for  it,  either.  *•  Please  do  not  crowd  the 
monroerB." 

If  any  other  Grand  Chapter  has  some  chronic  pall-^earer  w^io  fs  cjiiick  full  of 
burial  performances,  we  beg  it  to  expel  him,  or  put  him  on  a  committee  tomorrow 
the  one  from  Massachnsetts,  else  we  will  have  two  forms  in  the  Chapter,  and  then 
the  (General  (Irand  Chapter  will  be  drawn  into  thp  v.ortex  to  decide  which  is  right, 
and  that  might  be  the  death  of  that  dignified  tmd'yr.'ivlroKe 'principal  function  at 
present  is  to  solemnly  elect  officers  and  shake  hands  lise  the  eldSrs  at  a  Quakibr  nieet^  '}  ; 
ing.    For  mercy's  sake  don't  stir  up  any  more.  *  *  ' 

We  could  go  on  making  extracts  without  number,  but  there  mnst  be  an  end.  and 
we  make  it  here.  There  are  eighty-seven  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  having  an 
aggregate  membership  of  3971. 

The  3f.'.  Er  Charles  F.  LEAVirr  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  7?.*. 
E.'.  Geokoe  Prank  Goulby  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  St.  Louis. 

NEVADA. 

Through  the  kind  oflBces  of  a  friend  we  have  been' enabled  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada.  We  had  heard  rnmors  to  the  effect 
that  a  Grand  Chapter  had  been  organized  in  the  adjoining  State  of  Nevada,  but  have 
received  no  official  notice  of  the  fact.  V(e  presume  our  companions  of  Nevada  think 
that,  being  so  near  them,  we  ought  to  know  what  is  going  on,  instinctively  ;  but  we 
don't,  and  would  like  to  hear  from  their  authorized  officer  an  account  of  their 
doings. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.'.  E.\  Comp.  John 
C.  CuKRiE,  a  few  days  since,  who  promised  to  see  that  we  are  furnished  with  the 
proceedings  in  future  ;  and  having  thus  taken  measures  to  currie  favor  with  the 
Grand  Secretary,  we  greet  with  open  arms  our  sister  Nevada,  and  extend  to  her  a 
hearty  welcome  to  the  harmonious  family  of  Grand  Chapters. 

For  the  information  of  the  companions  of  this  jurisdiction,  we  will  state  that  a 
Convention  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  held  in  the  city  of  Virginia,  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  November,  1873,  at  which  delegates  were  present  from  three  of  the  five 
Chapters  existing  in  Nevada,  and  a  Qrand  Chapter  was  regularly  organized,  and 
opened  in  Ample  Form.  A  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  charters  were  granted  to 
two  Chapters  under  dispensation.  The  Mr.  E.-.  Samuel  C.  Wright  was  elected 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\  E.\  Samuel  W.  Chubbuck  was  elected  Grand  Sec- 
retary.   

The  second  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Virginia,  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  November,  1874,— the  i?.*,  ^.•.  John  C.  Currib,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding,  and  the  R.'.  E.\  Samuel  W.  Chubbuck  being  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  stated  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  would  be  unable  ' 
to  attend  this  Convocation,  on  account  of  illness  in  his  family.    Six  spbordinate 
Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 
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The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  read  hy  tlie  Doputy.  but  conUios 
nothing  of  general  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $603  40. 

The  Constitution  was  reviseti.  and  adopted  as  amended. 

A  Committee  on  Correspondence  was  appointed,  and  we  hope  to  bear  good 
tiJings  from  the  snowy  land  as  soon  as  that  committee  shall  report 

The  Jf.'.  E.\  John  Curtis  Curbib  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  i?.*.  E.'. 
Samitkl  W.  Chubbuck  was  re-eiected  Grand  Secretary,  and  appointed  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Correapondenoe.    Address  :  Gold  Hill. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  year 
1^74.  was  held  in  the  city  of  Concord,  on  tlie  nineteenth  day  of  May,— the  M.\  E.\ 
Euwakd  (iusTiNB,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.'.  Er.  John  A.  Harris  being 
Grand  Secretary.    Eighteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  brief,  and  relates  solely  to  matters  of 
local  intorest 

The  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe  made  favorable  reports  relative  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  subordinate  Chapters  visited  by  them.  The  Grand  Scribe,  in  hib  report, 
remarks  as  follows : — 

From  my  observation  durlnc  nvy  past  official  year.  I  have  been  more  than  ever 
convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  th«  plan  of  having  each  Chapter  in  the  State  visited  at 
least  once  each  year  by  some  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  Since  that  plan  has 
been  carried  out,  I  have  observed  a  more  general  uniformity  in  the  work  throughout 
the  State,  and  a  better  interest  in  all  the  details  of  decorum  and  business.  Wherever 
I  have  visited.  I  am  happy  to  stato  I  have  always  found  a  welcome  greeting,  evincing 
pleasure  at  being  officially  remembered  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Such  is  always  the  effect  of  visitations  by  Grand  Officers,  when  made  in  the  right 
spirit, — with  the  desire  to  encourage  and  instruct. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  the  proceedings  arc  comprised  in  flf* 
teen  pages  of  the  Annaal. 

The  M.\  E.'.  William  Bakkbtt  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  E.\  E.\ 
John  A.  Harbis  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 


The  Annual  Convocation  for  1875  was  held  in  the  city  of  Concord,  on  the  eight- 
eenth day  of  May,— the  M.\  E.:  William  Barrett,  Grand  High  Piiest,  presiding, 
the  R.',  E.\  John  A.  Harris  being  Grand  Secretary.  Twelve  subordinate  Chapters 
were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  contains  a  well  merited  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  venerable  Past  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Horace  Chase,  who  was  born  in 
1788,  and  died  March  1st,  1875. 

Another  venerable  companion  is  included  in  the  obituary  notices.  Harbison  G. 
Harris  was  born  in  1790,  and  died  March  8, 1875,  having  been  a  Mason,  like  Comp. 
Chase,  for  nearly  sixty  years. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  New  Hampshire,  the  Grand  High  Priest  says  :— 

The  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  at  the  present  time,  T  am 
pleased  to  sav  is  truly  gratifying.  During  my  official  year,  there  has  not  been  a 
single  complamt  worthy  of  mention,  made  to  me  from  any  source.  Throughout  the 
State,  peace  and  harmony  prevail.  The  seveml  Chapters  subordinate  to  this  Grand 
Chapter,  with  the  single  exception  of  Pen\inewa9»ett  Chapter,  jire  doing  a  fair 
amount  of  work,  using  good  material,  and  working  in  the  main,  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

He  had  visited,  or  caused  to  be  visited,  every  Chapter  in  the  State,  an  attention 
to  the  duties  of  his  high  position  which  is  truly  commendable.  He  appears  to  have 
discharged  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  in  a  manner  which  i^hows  that  he  had 
the  interests  of  the  Order  at  heart:  but  one  gear's  service  was  enough  for  him  and 
he  positively  declined  a  re-election. 
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*     The  Grand  King  thus  speaks  of  the  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand 

Chapter,  he  having  represented  his  Grand  Chapter  in  that  Body  : — 

The  chief  advantage  of  these  periodical  gatherings,  aside  from  the  healthful  con- 
trol they  exercise  over  a  widely  spread  fraternity,  liable  to  innovations  by  reason  of 
their  scattered  position,  arises  from  the  social  element  fostered  and  engendered 
therein.  The  meeting  of  so  many  citizens  from  all  parts  of  our  widely  extended  ter- 
ritory, bound  together  by  fVatemal  ties,  the  acquaintances  and  friendships  there 
formed  to  last  through  life,  cannot  fail  to  cement  more  firmly  our  common  brother- 
hood, and  render  moro  impossible  the  recurrence  of  those  sectional  strifes,  and 
political  dissensions,  which  have  nearly  destroyed  our  otherwise  happy  country. 
The  loyal  support  which  this  Grand  Chapter  has  given  that  body  from  its  first  organ- 
ization speaks  much  in  its  favor.  The  few  (?rand  Chapters  which  have  not  as  yet 
united  or  renewed  their  allegiance  to  it,  will  from  present  appearances  soon  do  so, 
and  when  this  is  accomplinhed  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  will 
present  the  moat  loyal  and  harmonious  Masonic  association  that  has  ever  blessed 
mankind. 

The  Committee  on  Finances  report  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $283  38. 

An  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence  is  submitted  by  Comp.  Nathan  P.  Hunt. 
We  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  bia  name  in  the  reportorial  ranks  before,  and  if 
this  U  his  first  appearance  we  accord  him  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  "  jolly  guild.'* 
He  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty-nine  Grand  Chapters,  including  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States.  California,  for  1874,  )s  courteously  reviewed. 
He  quotes  liberally  from  the  Address  of  Comp.  Davibs,  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mitte  on  Jurisprudence,  and  from  our  report  of  that  year ;  and  as  we  find  no  word  of 
dissent,  we  are  constrained  to  believe  that  he  is  satiafled  with  us.  We  hope  to  hear 
from  Comp.  Hunt  again  next  year. 

There  are  eighteen  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of 
2091. 

The  M.\  E,\  John  D.  Patterson  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  JR.'.  Er. 
John  A.  Har&ib  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Concord. 

NEW   JTBBBEY. 

The  nineteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Trenton  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  1875, — the  M.'.  E.\  John 
WoOLTEBTON,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  H.'.  E.'.  TnoMAS  J.  Corson  being 
Grand  Secretary.  Twenty-nine  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

There  is  a  manifest  improvement  in  the  poetry  of  New  Jersey  at  this  Convocation. 
The  Grand  Chapter  would  not  be  considered  legally  opened  without  an  *' Ode,"  so 
Bome  companion, — we  auspect  Corson — spread  himself  and  got  off  the  following  — 

Hail !  Companions,  swell  the  song, 
Every  voice  the  strain  prolong, 
Join  in  chorutt  loud  and  strong ; 

On  to  victory. 
Lift  our  banners,  let  them  wave. 
Onward  still,  the  wretched  save. 
Smooth  their  pathway  to  the  grave. 

Be  their  friend  indeed. 

Give  the  aching  bosom  rest, 
Carry  joy  to  every  breast, 
Make  the  poor  and  needy  blest ; 

Grant  them  kind  relief. 
Raise  the  glorious  watchword  high, 
••  Love  I  Relief  I  and  Charity  !" 
Let  the  echo  reach  the  sky. 

Swelling  joyfully. 

God  of  mercy !  hear  us  plead, 
Helpns  while  we  intercede. 
Oh,  how  many  bosoms  bleed — 

Heal  them  speedily. 
Hasten  then  the  happy  day, 
When,  beneath  thv  gentle  ray, 
All  the  world  shall  own  thy  sway, 

Reign  triumphantly. 
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The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  presents  no  features  of  general  interest, 
bat  is  principally  confined  to  local  aflTairs.  He  states  that  the  past  year  has  not 
brought  so  great  an  accession  to  their  numbers  as  some  previous  years,  but  the  zeal 
manifested  by  the  companions  for  the  welfare  of  the  Order  shows  no  abatement,  and 
"  makes  the  present  a  period  full  of  cbeer  for  the  true  Masonic  heart.'' 

The  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland  had  so  far  awakened  fk'om 
its  lethargy  as  to  recognize  the  fact  that  other  Grand  Chapters  existed  upon  the  face 
of  this  mundaine  sphere,  and  its  attention  being  called  to  one,  said  to  be  established 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  that  dignified  and  venerable  Grand  Body  so  far  overcame 
its  policy  of  exclusiveness  as  to  appoint  Comp.  Woolverton,  Grand  High  Priest,  its 
Representative  near  that  Grand  Chapter. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  by  the  Grand  High  Priest : — 

No.  1.  The  reinstatement  of  an  expelled  member,  in  his  Lodge,  does  not  restore 
him  to  membership  in  the  Chapter. 

No.  2.  The  petition  of  a  candidate  for  initiation  to  the  Capitular  Degree  of 
Masonry  must  be  recommended  by  at  least  two  members  of  the  Chapter  to  which  he 
applies  for  admission. 

No.  3.  An  expelled  companion  can  only  be  restored  by  petition  and  ballot, 
which  ballot  must  be  unanimous. 

I  am  aware  that  honest  diflTerences  of  opinion  exist  among  some  of  our  best 
Masonic  minds  in  regard  to  one  or  more  of  the  above  decisions,  but  they  were  ren- 
dered in  the  belief  that  they  were  good  Masonic  law,  and  it  will  now  rest  with  the 
Grand  Chapter  to  approve  or  reject  them. 

The  first  and  third  are  contrary  to  the  practice  in  this  jurisdiction. 
Of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  he  says : — 

It  was  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  be  present  at  the  Twenty-second  Triennial 
Convocation  or  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  held  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
in  November  last.  I  was  accompanied  by  Excellent  Companions  W.  W.  Goodwin, 
Joseph  H.  Hough,  Georois  Scott  and  Charles  Bechtel,  as  Representatives  of  this 
Grand  Chapter.  The  session  throughout  was  harmonious,  and  the  fraternal  feeling 
manifested  by  companions  hailing  from  all  sections  of  our  common  country,  and 
meeting  face  to  face  for  the  first  time,  in  most  instances,  was  well  calculated  to 
make  a  favorable  and  lasting  impression  upon  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
present  and  participating  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  occasion.  Tlie  General  Grand 
Chapter,  after  years  of  struggling  with  what  seemed  to  be  a  precarious  existence, 
comes  forth  with  what  appears  to  be  a  new  lease,  and  now  having  gathered  around 
her  some  of  her  wandering  children  who  had  parted  company  with  her,  and  others 
who  had  ceased  to  look  to  her  with  aflection,  she  bids  fair  to  revolve  in  her  appro- 
priate sphere  as  the  legitimate  head  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  United  States. 
As  oue  of  your  Representatives,  I  confess  to  the  weakness  of  feeling  a  thrill  of  pride 
when  I  remembered  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey  had  always  been  loyal 
to  this  venerable  parent. 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe  show 
an  average  degree  of  efficiency  and  prosperity  on  the  part  of  the  subordinate 
Chapters. 

The  Committee  on  "  History  "  reported  that,  while  their  labors  had  not  been 
crowned  with  entire  success,  still  they  had  been  able  to  trace  with  a  reasonable 
degree  of  thoroughness  the  hibtory  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  that  State  from  its 
origin,  in  1^05,  up  to  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  present  Grand  Chapter,  hi 
1857,  since  which  time  the  records  are  full  and  complete.  It  was  ordered  that  the 
history  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  ;  but  Comp.  Cobson, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  in  a  foot-note  says :  — 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  1  have  received  letters  from  which  I 
am  satifified  that  I  can  almost,  if  not  entirely,  overcome  the  deficiencies  in  the  His- 
tory. With  the  hope  that  I  mav  be  able,  before  the  next  annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  to  miike  ttie  ijistorv  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  New  Jersey  com- 
plete, I  have  concluded  not  to  publish  the  report,  as  presented  and  adopted  at  this 
Convocation. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  was  officially  recognized. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  were  referred  the  decisions  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  reported  as  follows  : — 
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No.  1.  Yonr  committee  concur  in  thiR  decision.  &nd  bane  the  concurrence  on  the 
action  of  the  Cenecal  Grand  Chapter  at  Uie  laHt  Triennial  Convocation,  it  being  the 
higher  law  to  which  they  bow,  but  your  committee  cannot,  in  justice  to  themaelvea. 
pass  from  the  subject  without  expressing  their  views,  which  they  find  endorsed  by 
eminent  anihority.  that  the  law.  ais  laid  down,  is  uuma«onic  in  its  degree  of  charity, 
and  unfounded  In  justice. 

No.  2.    Your  committee  approve  of  tliis  decision,  and  recommend  itn  adoption. 

No.  3.  Your  committee  are  pleuned  to  find  that  the  (irand  High  Prieat,  in  his 
address,  refers  to  the  fact  of  "  differences  of  opinion  existing  among  some  of  our 
beat  Masonic  mindn  regarding  Manonic  law,"  touching  these  decisrona,  and  therefore 
approach  tlie  consideration  of  the  3d  decision  with  th^  utmost  freedom. 

Your  committee  regret  that  they  must  necessarily  differ  with  the  (irand  High 
Priest  in  regard  to  the  vote  necessary  to  restore  an  expelled  Companion.  Their 
opinion  is  that  the  vote  which  inflicta  the  penalty  is  the  only  competent  vote  to  re- 
store after  petition  and  ballot. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted  as  presented*  except  so  much  as 
relates  to  Decision  No.  3  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  which  was  rejected,  and  the 
decision  was  sustained. 

Comp.  Edwabd  Goblleb  presented  his  credentials  as  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  California,  and  was  received  and  welcomed  in  that  capacity. 

Comp.  Cordon,  Grand  Secretary,  again  presents  tlie  Report  on  Correspondence  ; 
we  need  say  nothing  further  with  regard  to  its  quality.  He  pays  his  respects  to 
thirty-four  Grand  Chapters  and  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States. 
He  thus  premises  his  report : — 

In  presenting  his  tenth  annual  review,  your  Reporter  take«  pleasure  in  announcing 
that  throughout  the  world  our  Institution  is  in  the  very  zenith  of  prosperity.  From 
every  quarter  come  tidings  of  great  joy,  and  the  Mystic  Temple  resounds  with  the 
alleluias  of  devoted  worshipers.  The  Craftsmen  are  active  and  zealous,  and  the  Royal 
Arch,  which  now  spans  our  continent,  ahines  with  a  brilliancy  and  splendor  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  the  world. 

Your  Reporter  does  not  intend  to  make  any  anology  or  excuse  for  the  manner  in 
which  his  work  has  be6n  done.  It  will  probably  be  considered  fit  work  to  be  pre- 
sented  by  one  who  is  not  in  "good  stanfUn^i"  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  which  is 
the  condition  in  which  the  writer  is  at  present  placed.  In  fact,  it's  very  liitle  "stand- 
ing "  that  he  does  at  all,  and  he  certainly  doesn't  "ris#;  to  explain  *'  nearlv  so  fre- 
qoentW  sla  he  was  wont  to  do  in  former  years.  There  seems  to  be  considerable  diver- 
sity of  opinion  among  the  members  of  liis  I^odge  as  to  whether  he  ahould  be  consid- 
ered a  *\tizefL  light**  or  an  "  immovable  jewel ;''  while  some  who  are  inclined  to  be 
irreverent,  set  him  down  as  an  "  ancient  landmark,'*  which  opinions  all  seem  to  be 
based  on  the  fact  of  his  fondness  for  remaining  in  one  place.  He  can  very  appropri- 
ately adopt  the  language  of  the  valiant  Falstaff,  "eight  yards  of  uneven  ground  is 
threescore  and  ten  miles  afoot  with  me. 

Well,  although  he  has  "  suffered  many  things  of  many  physician.s,"  with  no  other 
effect  than  to  confirm  the  belief  that 

"  A.llthe  Doctors  in  the  land, 
Can't  make  Humpty-Dumpty  stand, '^ 

still  he  is  not  going  to  permit  himself  to  be  converted  into  a  growling  grumbler.  And 
albeit  he  is  rather  shaky  as  to  legs,  still  his  heart  has  lost  none  of  its  love  for  Free- 
masonry, nor  d<»ft»  he  feel  any  less  interest  in  the  good  c«use  :  and  he  will  be  happy 
while  he  has  sufficient  strength  and  energy  left  to  enable  him  to  work  with  and  for 
hJB  companions,  for  such  labor  sweetens  sorrow  and  assuage.s  grief. 

Once  more  greeting  you,  companiouM,  and  congratulating  you  upon  the  peace, 
harmony,  and  abundant  prosperity  which  bless  us  as  a  Fraternity,  we  proceed  to  our 
labor  of  love. 

We  sympathize  with  our  companion  in  his  misfortune  and  sincerely  hope  that  his 
disability  is  only  temporary,  and  that  he  will  soon  be  restored  to  *'  good  standing  "in 
•very-particuhir.  California  for  1875.  is  cordially  and  fraternally  noticed.  He  says  : 
**  Comp.  W.  A.  January  feels  a  little  pardonable  pride  that  his  Chapter  has  safely 
cut  her  eye  teeth,"  and  then  proceeds  to  quote  portions  of  Comp.  January's  Address, 
relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  this  jurisdiction. 

At  the  risk  of  being  considered  egotistical,  wo  quote  what  he  says  of  us : — 

Ju<*t  at  this  time,  when,  as  some  orator  says,  almost  any  man  of  moderate  means 
may  have  a  "  Centennial "  growing  in  his  back  yard,  twenty-one  seems  to  be  a  very 
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voiilhfnl  «ge.  But  Ihcy  represent  inach  doubt,  care,  hihor  Hiid  anxiety  to  those  wljo 
have  orinririated  and  bruu;;ht  to  a  siicccsHful  issue  Kuch  an  undertaking  as  the  estab* 
lishment  of  a  Masonic  (rrand  Body. 

The  Grand  Hijrh  Priest  reports  the  death  of  Com])iinion»  Jorkph  Bonapakte 
ScoTCUi.EH.  (Jrand  TreaHurer,  and  John  William  Hakvii.lb.  l*o»t  (irand  fliffh  Priest. 

Wc  notice  that  Companion  C'tRaves  was  elected  (Jrand  Treasurer.  Some  of  the 
M»Bonic  Grand- Bodies  of  New  Jersey  and  other  States  have  placed  their  Innds  in 
graces  whence  they  have  never  been  resurrected,  but  we  hope  that  do  auch  late  will 
befal  our  companions  of  the  (Solden  State. 

This  ^rand  chapter  did  a  noble  act  by  appropriating  1500.00  to  the  widow  and 
children  of  a  deceased  Grand  Officer.  This  is  practical  ci.arity— just  such  charity  as 
Haspnry  teaches  and  true  Masons  practice. 

"  Chief  amon^  the  blessed  three 
Artthoa,  heavea-born  Charity.*' 

Companion  Wigoin  presented  a  review  of  thirty-six  Grand  Chapters,  which  is  as 
pleasant,  sparkling  and  juicy  as  his  preceding  productions,  which  have  jfiven  him 
such  an  enviable  prominence  in  the  reportorial  corps.  We  always  expect  a  rich 
treat  when  we  take  up  one  of  Wiogix's  reports,  nor  are  we  ever  disappointed,  for 
he  Is  always  fresh,  genial  and  entertaining.  And  yet  his  reports  almost  make  us 
cross  at  onrselves,  for  he  ssys  so  many  good  things  which  we  have  often  thought  of. 
but  which  we  have  never  been  able  to  clothe  in  language,  that  we  feel  almost  as  if 
he  had  been  pilfering  from  us,  and  we  are  almost  ready  to  re-echo  the  malediction 
Of  the  old  Roman  author.  "  Perish  those  who  have  said  our  good  thinps  before  us.""* 
But  such  envious  feelings  are  unworthy  a  generous  heart,  and  we  will  even  go  so 
far  as  to  forgive  him  for  having  written  so  many  good  things  which  we  ought  to  have 
thought  and  said  long  ago. 

There  is  much  force  in  Companion  Wiggin's  strictures  upon  the  want  of  cordiality 
sometimes  exhibited  towards  visiting  brethren  and  companions.  We  are  satisfied 
that  this  arises  from  thoughtlessness  rather  than  from  any  intention  to  be  uncivil  ; 
but  this  makes  the  visitor  feel  the  slight  none  the  less.  In  our  intercourse  with  our 
fellow-men,  and  particularly  so  with  our  brethren  and  companions,  we  should  be 
punctiliously  careful  to  observe  those  social  amenities,  and  practice  those  acts  of 
civility  which  make  life  pleasant ;  for. 

•*Evll  is  wrought  by  want  of  thought. 
As  well  as  want  of  heart." 

Again  he  responds  to  onr  little  joke  on  his  signature,  as  follows  : — 

We  have  tried  to  cultivate  the  virtue  of  patience  ;  we  are  almost  as  *'  umble  "  as 
Uriah  Heep  ;  we  can  bear  with  complacency  his  assertion  that  in  our  portrait  which 
adorns — beg  pardon,  we  didn't  mean  to  say  adorns,  but  accompanies — nnr  proceed- 
ings of  '74,  our  features  are  '*  beautiful  in  their  fiairivess  :  "  but  when  he  compares 
our  autograph  to  ''  t?ie  skeletf-n  of  a  qigantic  Saurian,^'  onr  blood  is  up,  and  we  are 
implacable.  Why,  this  blind  Troglodyte  has  so  long  delved  in  the  dark  raves  of 
California  that  he  cannot  bear  the  sunliVht  of  beanty  and  the  fine  arts.  Doesn't  the 
poor  innocent  know  that  '•  a  curve  is  the  line  of  beauty?"  And  where  will  he  find 
SQch  curves  as  appear  in  our  signature  ?    Go  to,  rash  youth,  we  tremble  for  thy  fate. 

Under  the  bead  of  Canada  he  says : — 

On  the  principle  thai  "  every  crow  thinks  her  own  children  tJje  whitest."  Comp. 
RoBKRTsoN  claims  that  the  Canada  work  is  "  the  only  real  Simon  Pure  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic."  Poor  fo'low;  we  can  excuse  him  for  his  harmless  insanity,  for  he  has 
never  seen  the  Jersey  work.  When  the  Western  youth  returned  home  from  his  visit 
to  New  York,  he  was  a.sked  what  he  thonirht  of*  that  city,  to  which  query  he  very 
complacently  re'-ponded — "  Well,  New  York  is  a  rather  nice  sort  of  town,  but  it  can 
never  amount  to  mucli,  because  it  is  too  far  away  from  Indianapolis." 

The  Grand  Secretary  of  the  District  of  Columbia  likes  the  burial  service  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  talks  back  at  Corson  for  opposing  it,  whereupon  Corson  responds  as 
follows,  in  every  word  of  which  we  concur : — 

All  of  which  does  not  in  the  least  change  our  opinion  on  this  subject.  When  tho 
time  shall  arrive  for  our  body  to  be  committed  to  its  last  restina-place,  let  such  re- 
ligious services  as  our  family  may  wish  be  performed,  and  then  let  the  beautiful  and 
impressive  Lodge  service  be  read— and  nothihg  more.    We  hope  to  be  In  good  staud- 

^  Peroant  illi  qui  ante  nos  nostra  dlzerunt 
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ing  as  a  Knight  Tomplar.at  the  time  of  our  death,  and  almoin  other  and  higher  grades 
still  of  Masonry,  but  we  want  no  otlier  Masonic  ceremonies  than  those  of  the  Lod?e 
performed  at  our  gra%'e.  And  this  we  ask  becanse  we  would  not  have  the  humblest 
brother  prevented  from  participating  therein.  If  anywhere  in  this  world,  then  surely 
at  the  grave  should  all  meet  upon  the  level — there,  at  least,  should  all  be  equal. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa  he  has  the  following  on  that  crowning  absurdity,  the 
doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  :— 

We  are  as  strongly  opposed  as  Comp.  Parvin  to  the  flagrantly  unjust  doctrine, 
unfortunately  entertained  by  most  of  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  of  this  country,  of 
perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates.  We  do  not  admit  the  right  of  a 
Chapter  in  New  Jersey  to  prevent  a  Chapter  in  California  from  receiving  a  petition 
from  a  Mason  who  may  have  resided  there  for  a  series  of  years,  until  it  shall  have  re- 
ceived permission  from  the  Chapter  In  New  Jersey  which  rejected  him  ten  or  fifteen 
years  before.  But  still,  this  is  the  law,  as  plainly  enunciated  by  the  (irand  Chapter 
of  this  State,  and  also  by  the  C^eneral  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  and  while 
we  believe  the  law  to  be  unjust  and  unmasonic.  so  lung  as  it  is  a  law  we  must  and 
will  submit  to  it.    Comp.  Parvin  says  he  will  not,  but  we  know  that  he  will. 

If  we  ever  felt  like  kicking  in  the  traces  of  constituted  authority,  it  is  in  this  in- 
stance, and  we  hope  no  case  will  arise  inthis  jurisdiction  which  will  tempt  us  to  rebel; 
but  we  hope  at  the  next  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  a  law 
so  manifestly  unjust  will  be  repealed.  He  accuses  Comp.  Parvin  of  being  a  Jersey- 
man.  Oh !  Parvin,  Parvin.  We  knew  yon  had  much  to  answer  for.  but  we  little 
thought  this  sin  would  be  laid  at  your  door.  In  describing  the  cordial  welcome, 
given  by  the  companions  of  Nashville  to  the  members  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
he  quotes  one  of  the  toasts  given  at  a  banquet  In  their  honor,  viz. : — 

"  The  Old  Bay  State— the  Mother  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  United  States." 
Response  by  Companion  Alfrkd  F.  Chapman,  of  Massachusetts.  At  the  concla- 
sion  of  this  response,  the  Massachusetts  delegation  sang,  in  chorus,  a  charming  hymn 
composed  of  six  verses,  each  verse  containing  six  lines,  each  line  being  composed 
of  the  words,  "I  feel  like."  This  musical  demonstration  was  greeted  with  shouts  of 
laughter. 

Upon  this  theme  Corson  lets  himself  loose  as  follows  : — 

We  have  never  been  in  Tennessee  (more's  the  pity),  and  we  were  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  made  these  staid  descendants  of  the  Puritan  Fathers  "  feel  like,"  and  we 
wondered  what  they  did  "  feel  like."  At  one  time  we  concluded  that  the  atmos- 
pheric influence  of  "  Robmson  County,"  which  they  passed  through  on  their 
journey,  had  overcome  them,  for  it  is  said  that  one  of  the  products  of  that  county  is 
very  apt  to  make  a  stranger  "  feel  like."  Our  good  Brother,  Bobby  Burns,  knew  what 
this  pious  progeny  of  Puritanical  progenitors  felt  like  ;  for,  with  prophetic  vision,  be 
tells  us,  in  the  veritable  history  of^our  immortal  personal  prototype,  Companion  Tarn 
O'Shanter,  what  people  feel  like, 

"  When  chapman  billies  leave  tho  street. 
.And  droathy  neebors  noebors  meet." 

Still,  the  mystery  was  not  yet  fully  solved.  But.  upon  examining  the  bill  of  fare, 
we  found  that  they  had.  among  a  multitude  of  other  luscious  delicacies,  the  follow- 
ing: "Oysters  cooked  in  Champagne;  boned  boar's  head,  with  Champagne  jelly 
(this  was  not   Bore's  head,  for  none  of  the  visitors  were  decapitated)  ;    prairie 

frrouse,  a  la  Saint  John  (we  are  not  informed  which  of  the  Saints  John  is  meant) ; 
eg  of  squirrel,  santee,  with  Rhine  wine  ;  sweetbread,  smoth<;red  aux  Champagne  ; 
epigram  of  Iamb  (is  that  anything  like  an  el-e-gy  (1-e-g)  of  lamb?);  supreme  of 
chicken  (was  that  the  Pope's  nose?);  fruit  pudding,  brandy  sauce  ;  jelly  sponges 
(given  to  increase  t!ie  nower  of  absorption)  ;  mm  drops;'  peach  brmdy  jelly  ; 
Catawba  wine  jelly;  Ciiampagne  jelly;  frozen  Roman  punch;  offpio  of  caLf*8 
brains/^ 

When  we  came  to  that  last  item,  we  understood  the  case  at  once,  and  we  began 
to  comprehend  what  these  Bny-Staters  did  "feel  like.  With  a  sublime  disregard  for 
the  feelings  of  "kith  and  kin,"  these  cannibalistic  chaps  devoured  this  "aspic  of 
calf's  brains,"  until  it  made  them  feel  like— feel  like — well,  feel  so  much  like  juvenile 
cows  that  they  roared  like  bulls  of  Bashan.  Darwin's  theory  of  evolution  and 
natural  selection  had  here  a  striking  verification.  The  "calf's  brains"  so  quickly 
assimilated  with  .heir  own  brains  that  it  took  them  bark  to  the  (rood  days  of  their 
early  progenitors,  so  that  it  made  one  of  these  modern  Fijis  "feel  like  "  reciting  the 
history  of  his  early  ancestors,  which  he  did  in  the  following  style  : 
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"  Among  a  savage  clan 

Of  cannibali»>h  people, 
A  missionary  man 

Set  up  bis  modest  steeple, 
And  there  each  day  he  would 

Pursue  his  noble  labors ; 
He  told  them  to  be  good, 

And  bade  them  love  their  neighbors. 
The  cannibals,  with  grins. 

Gave  ear  to  themes  he  treated  ; 
They  crossed  their  tawny  shins, 

And  on  their  hams  were  seated. 
And  yet  they  were  not  lost. 

That  missionary's  labors ; 
He  taught  them,  to  his  cost, 

The  way  to  love  their  neighbors. 
For  one  day  when  for  prayere 

These  cannibals  they  met  him, 
They  caught  him  unawares— 

They  killed  him  and  they  ate  him  ! 
They  said  thepr  found  him  good — 

Ue*d  practiced  what  he  taught  them — 
And  now  they  understood 

The  goodness  he  had  brought  them. 
And  when  they  filled  each  maw, 

They  said,  while  they  deplored  him, 
'They  loved  him  live  and  raw, 

But,  roasted,  they  adored  him ! '  " 

Will  these  Massachusetts  men  "  feel  like  ''  attacking  Buffalo  in  1877? 

Comp.  Corson  concludes  his  report  in  the  following  touching  words : — 

Let  us  remember,  companions,  that  each  of  us  has  solemn  duties  to  perform,  and 
let  us  perform  those  duties  with  all  our  heart  and  soul,  our  mind,  body  and  strength, 
for  such  service  only  will  be  accepted  by  our  Master.  Each  has  his  burdens  to  bear , 
his  sorrows  to  endure,  and  '*  the  heart  knoweth  his  own  bitterness  ;"  but  how  Hgbt 
and  trifling  are  they  when  compared  to  the  reward  which  will  follow  well-doing.  Let 
each  of  us,  then,  bearing  with  patience  and  resignation  such  trials  as  may  fall  to  our 
lot,  be  constant  in  duty,  and  let  us  at  all  times  be  ready  to  obey  the  Master's  call, 
••  Follow  me." 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  sad  tidings  have  reached  us,  which  have  made  it  nec- 
essary to  change  somewhat  the  conclusion  of  this  review.  By  a  newspaper,  sent  us 
from  Trenton,  we  learn  that  Comp.  Corson's  cup  of  affliction  was  not  yet  full,  but 
another,  and  the  bitterest  drop,  was  yet  to  be  added.  The  light  of  his  household  has 
been  quenched,  and  she  who  was  the  "partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  *'  has  preceded 
him  to  the  "  Better  Land."  How  our  heart  yearns  in  sympathy  towards  him  in  his 
deep  sorrow.  But,  alas !  we  know  the  futility  of  human  sympathy  in  a  grief  ho  pro- 
found, and  we  can  do  no  more  than  to  return  to  him  his  words  of  loving  kindness 
sent  to  as  last  year,  under  similar  circumstances.  They  sank  deep  into  our  heart  and 
are  engraven  there,  never  to  be  erased  so  long  as  that  heart  shall  continue  to  beat. 
We  simply  substitute  his  name  for  ours,  and  quote  his  words  : — 

During  the  past  year  darkness  and  death  have  invaded  the  dwelling  of  our  beloved 
companion.  Sorrow  and  sadness  have  entered  his  heart,  and  a  shadow  sits  by  his 
hearth-stone.  The  loving  and  beloved  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  hus  been 
removed,  and  the  cup  of  bitter  affliction  has  been  placed  to  his  lips.  We  have  never 
seen  Companion  Corson,  but  we  love  him,  and  our  heart  goes  out  toward  him  in 
warm  and  earnest  sympathy.  vVe,  too,  have  suffered — we  have  received  a  wound 
which  will  never  fully  heal — and  we  know  how  to  feel  for  and  with  him.  May  God 
bless  and  comfort  him. 

The  M,\  E,\  Fred.  G.  Wi£se  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B,\  E,\ 
Thohas  J.  Corson  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Trenton. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Tork  held  its  seventy-eighth  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  city  of  Albany,  commencing  on  Tuesday,  the  second  day  of  February,  1875, — 
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the  M.'.  E.\  TnoMAS  C.  Ca<?s:i)y,  (Jrand  Ili.^'li  Piiost,  pre  iMinjr  tlie  /?.-.  E,-.  Chbif- 
Ti>Pii:-.R  t».  Fox  b 'iiig  (iranrl  Secretary.  O.ic  IninUred  uri>l  aevcntj-;vc  subordinate 
Cliaptera  were  repres^eoted  at  the  opening,  which  namber  was  swelled  to  one  han- 
dred  and  eighty  three  daring  the  Oonvocation. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  excellent  Address,  from  whcih  we  extract  the 
following: — 

From  the  period  of  my  first  induction  into  ofSce  in  this  Grand  Chapter  I  have  en- 
deavored to  quality  myself  tor  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties'of  any  position  I 
might  have  been  welected  for,  by  studying  the  ancient  landmarks,  making  myself  ac- 
quainted with  the  laws  and  Coustitutiuu!^,  and  seeking  intelligence  from  the  great 
Masonic  Jurists  of  the  age,  with  a  desire  of  rendering  myself  worthy  of  a  station 
that  has  m  time  past  been  filled  by  a  Dk  Witt  Clinton,  u  Lewis,  an  Austin  (who  all 
afterward  rone  to  high  honors,)  a  Simons,  and  others  whose  names  will  live  in  Ma- 
aonic  history. 

Many  years  have  rolled  by  since  Royal  Arch  Masonery  occupied  the  proud  posi- 
tion U  now  holds  in  the  State  ot  New  York ;  the  fierce  political  storm  that  swept 
over  the  the  land  in  1827  nearly  prostrated  it.  It  has  now  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  working  Chapters.  One  important  lesson  has  been  derived:  Masonry  mast 
stand  on  its  own  basis;  it  must  have  no  entangling  alliances.  Its  objects  are  ap- 
parent to  all.  To  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  bind  up  the  wouuds  of  the 
afllictud,  be  good  citizens  and  to  practice  and  promulgate  thoiie  moral  virtues  which 
the  Diety  has  recorded  in  his  book  of  revelation,  are  surely  sufiicient  to  guide  as 
while  traveling  the  rough  and  rugged  path  of  life. 

The  name  Free  Masun  is  indeoU  an  anomaly,  if  we  are  not  free  from  the  vices 
that  lower  and  degrade  humanity.  Let  ua  therefore  so  improve  the  remaining  space 
of  lite  accorded  to  us  on  earth,  that  when  our  weak  and  trail  bodies  become  sepul- 
chral dn:>t,  our  disembodied  spirits  may  soar  alott  where  dwell  those  who  have  re- 
ceived the  crown  (if  immortal  life.  I^ite  is  here  bui  a  span,  and  eternity  endless; 
great  is  the  reward  ottered  to  those  who  do  the  Lord's  wiil  upon  earth. 

With  the  exception  of  one  case  of  violation  of  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  one 
Chapter  by  another,  all  had  been  peaceful  and  haraionious  in  this  vast  jurisdiction. 
In  the  case  alluded  to,  the  otfeuding  Chapter  appears  to  have  persisted  iu  its  wrong 
doing  with  a  full  knowledge  of  its  error,  having  held  a  Convocation  at  a  place  other 
than  that  named  iu  its  charter,  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  the  material  properly  be- 
longing to  a  sister  Chapter.  This  called  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  the  following 
edict: — 

'•  Now  therefore,  I,  Thomas  C  Cas^idy,  Grand  High  PrieHt  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  Stale  of  New  Vurk,do  hereby  deciaie  and  decide,  that  the  convocation  held 
by  Ftderal  Chapter,  No  10,  at  the  town  of  White  Creek,  on  June  2Gth,  ls74,  and  any 
and  all  couvucaiions  held  since  that  date,  at  any  other  place  than  Salem,  Washington 
County,  to  be  null,  coid  and  illtgcU, 

"  Aa«l  I  do  ht-reoy  oiuer  t.t.u  aii  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  balloting  or  con- 
ferring degrees  on  any  candidates  residing  wiitiin  the  jurisdiction  of  i^aymjncf  Chap- 
ter. No  24*),  as  hereinbefore  decided,  be  suspended  until  permiasion  is  granted  by 
said  liayiitond  Chapter." 

Upon  perusing  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  to  which  the  matter 
was  referred,  we  take  back  our  previous  remark  and  are  glad  we  didn't  say  anything. 
This  report  puts  an  entirely  difi'ereni  face  upon  the  qucHtiou  at  isfsue,  and  our  de- 
cision is  rever:jed,  and  verdict  entered  for  the  detendant.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee is  clear  and  concise,  but  too  lengthy  for  us  to  copy  entire.  VVe  give  the 
summing  up,  which  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Moral  obligations  arc  sometimes  above  even  written  agreements  in  binding  force, 
and  this  case  a»suiues  thai  character.  Raymond  Chapter  U.  1).,  was  siruggiiug  for 
existence,  and  ii  did  emerge  into  full  warrauied  life  upon  its  futl  and  free  couseut  to 
leave  Caaibridge  aud  its  material  to  Fttierai  Chapter  ;  thi:*  uuderstandiug  was  a  pre- 
cedent to  Its  wa.  ranted  cxisle.ice.  On  ihe  other  hand,  Ftderal  Chapter  was  strug- 
gling lo  avoid  death,  for  ihey  then  aud  still  atlirm  that  to  lake  Cambridge  aud  its 
miiieiial  would  so  cni>ple  it  ihat  it  must  soon  cease  to  be,  and  its  consent  to  the 
organization  ot  the  now  Chapter  a:id  ihe  withdrawal  of  its  opposition  lo  its  estab- 
lisiiiuenl  was  oniy  yielded  aud  given  on  the  condition  that  Cainoridge  should  remain 
their  tcrriiory  aud  material.  This,  too,  was  a  condition  precedent  to  the  granting  of 
the  warrant  to  liayiaund  Chapter.  With  these  obligaiions  aud  agreements  Ueiore 
him,  aud  made,  loo,  with  authority  both  luhereut  m  his  power  aud  as  directly 
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lie  should  all  be  members  of  the  Chapter  in  session.    Its 
uo  right  to  find  fault  with  the  business  transacted  during 

ove  decision.    We  believe  that  nine  members  of  (he  Chap- 

able  it  to  transact  business  legally. 

cal  qualifications,  we  find  the  following : — 

r  report  on  the  following  question :  "  Has  a  Master  Mason 
ed  the  symbolic  degrees,  and  afterwards  become  disabled  or 
ve  the  capitular  degrees?"  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  defi- 
i<i  a  question.  They  can  only  say,  in  general  terms,  that  the 
qualiticationB  must  be  construed  in  the  interest  of  the  Craft, 
eiice  of  candidates.  Hence,  the  same  disabilities  that  would 
1  in  the  Chapter. 

and  exceedingly  interesting  address  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Robes,"  was  delivered  by  Elev.  James  Byron  Murray,  Grand 

can  do  justice  to  this  admirable  paper,  and  we  regret  that  we 
,  but  we  advise  our  companions,  if  they  wish  to  epjoy  a  Hterary 
dings  of  New  York  and  read  it  for  themselves, 
eport  on  Correspondence  appears  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  D. 
iry  best  we  have  been  called  upon  to  review.    It  is  a  pleasure 

reports,  because  he  has  opinions  and  expresses  them,  and  if 
3  with  him,  he  gives  us  something  to  "  pitch  into,"  which  is 
ty-six  Grand  Chapters  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  receive 
ort,  and  all  are  thoroughly,  courteously  and  intelligently  re- 

187i,  receives  complimentary  notice  at  his  hands.  He  says 
Da  VIES  is  "an  admirable  document,  containing  all  that  is 
nsight  into  his  oflBcial  acts,  and  in  style,  concise  and  appro- 
"    He  quotes  liberally  and  approvingly  from  it,  and  concurs 

to  the  matter  of  jurisdiction.  He  says  that  the  resolution 
3r,  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  relative  to  physical 
!  nail  on  the  head  as  nearly  as  may  be." 
])ommittee  on  Jurisprudence  in  their  report  relative  to  restora- 
r  a  Lodge,  and  says :  "  In  his  opinion  it  is  a  good  law."  We 
rhen  we  read  such  commendations  as  the  following,  and  donH 
dy  less  in  rank  than  a  Grand  High  Priest : — 

[s  WiooiN  presents  an  unusually  interesting  Report  on  Foreign 
procee  lings  of  thirty-two  Grand  Bodies  are  reviewed,  criti- 
There  ih  a  completeness  in  the  report  rarely  found,  a  fairness 
;t,  and  an  ability  which  marks  the  author  as  a  sound  thinker. 
!r.  New  York  is  fraternally  noticed.  In  some  things  Cali- 
w  York ;  but  we  respect  an  honest,  truthful  opponent,  and 
g  to  disagree  with  Comp.  Wigoin.  In  most  points,  however, 
nd  stand  together  in  the  defense  of  what  we  regard  the  right. 

ii  want  to  print  it,  but  the  Grand  Printer  said  it  must  go  in 

n»  in  our  jurisdiction  believe  we  tcere  somebody,  and  the 

ally:  "They'll  never  find  it  out  in  any  other  way,"  which 

mtirely  uncalled  for. 

Q  our  views  on  the  subject  of  making  Royal  Arch  Masons  "  at 

nrisdictioh  there  Is  no  longer  such  a  thing  heard  of.    He  says 

itts  on  the  representative  question  is  "  true  and  to  the  point," 

gilt  so  too  and  adopted  the  system. 

District  of  Columbia  he  quotes  the  following  resolution  :— 

I  question  of  receiving  a  companion  into  a  Chapter  after  he 

I  by  having  been  suspended  or  expelled  by  his  Lodge,  and 

his  Lodge  or  the  Grand  Lodge,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
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the  dangers  of  the  hour,  which  has  prevailed  in  some  jurisdictions,  is  eiperimental 
legislation,  ^e  Hhoald  not,  indeed,  be  opposed  to  progress  in  the  right  direction, 
but  exceedingly  cautious  to  weigh  well  the  merits  of  the  progress  proposed  before 
embarking  our  Royal  Craft  upon  an  unknown  main. 

But  the  greatest  present  danger  is  the  popularity  of  our  institution.  When  the 
enemy  was  at  the  gate,  our  sentinels  were  ever  watchful  and  guarded.  There  is  no 
open  enemy  now  ;  let  us  see  to  ic  that  our  guards  are  still  set  and  vigilant,  and  our 
camp-fires  brightly  burning,  lest  unawares,  treachery,  under  the  garb  of  friendship, 
enters  our  sacred  precincts  and  works  confusion  among  us.  Let  every  companion 
feel  and  act  as  though  the  safety  and  honor  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  depended  upon 
his  actions,  and  that  he  alone  is  responsible  for  any  di^iaster.  Then  will  our  Chapters 
be  securely  guarded,  and  good  men  and  true  alone  will  be  found  within  our  citadel. 

Under  ihe  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  to  whom  be  all  the  glory,  we  are 
indebted  to  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  forefathers  for  the  rich  inheritance  we 
have  so  freely  received  ;  they  have  passed  away  from  their  labors,  and  are  in  peace- 
ful rest.  It  is  ours  to  preserve  this  glorious  legacy,  and  hand  it  down  unchanged  and 
untarnished  to  those  that  shall  come  after  us.  Let  us  all  see  to  it  that  we  act  well 
our  parts,  and  are  not  found  unworthy  of  this  high  and  responsible  trust. 

A  council  of  Bigh  Priests  was  opened  in  due  form,  the  Grand  High  Priest  presid- 
ing, and  the  Order  was  conferred  upon  forty  one  High  Priests. 

The  Grand  Lecturer,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Grand  Officers,  exemplified  the 
opening  and  closing  ceremonies  in  the  several  degrees. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  decided,  in  response  to  a  question  on  the  subject,  that  the 
employment  of  mnemonics,  cyphers,  or  any  other  than  the  method  recognized  among 
Masons  as  legitimate,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  work  and  lectures,  was  pro- 
hibited ;  and  that  any  companion  using  or  having  them  in  his  possession,  was  liable 
to  charges  and  punishment. 

Comp.  AcsTiN  offered  tae  following,  which  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  ;— 

Retolvedf  That  the  decision  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  relative  to  the  use  of 
mnemonics,  etc.,  be  approved,  and  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  Clinton  F.  Paiqb, 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  be  empowered  to  inquire  as  to 
the  use  or  possession  of  improper  publications  by  any  Grand  Officer,  purporting  to 
teach  tiie  ritual  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

We  are  reminded  by  the  above,  that  a  Masonic  cypherist,  the  first  of  the  species 
we  have  ever  seen,  made  his  appearance  in  our  office  a  few  months  since  and  ex- 
hibited a  complete  system  of  cypher,  for  the  ritual  in  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Command- 
ery.  It  happened  at  a  time  when  the  Grand  Master  was  absent  from  the  jurisdiction, 
and  we  as  Deputy  were  "  boss  of  the  shop  ;"  so  after  giving  the  creature  fair  warn- 
ing, relative  to  the  law  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  such  matters,  we  quietly  informed  him 
that,  if  we  learned  of  his  disposing  of  one  copy  of  his  trash  within  the  limits  of  this 
State,  we  would  have  him  tried  and  expelled  as  a  just  punishment  for  the  violation 
of  his  plighted  faith.  A  game  of  billiards  might  have  b^en  played  on  his  coat  tail  as 
he  left  our  office,  and  we  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  him  since. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  upon  the  above  question  had  their  undivided  approbation.  A  question  was 
presented  regarding  the  effect  of  an  objection  made  by  a  companion  against  the 
admission  to  the  Chapter  of  a  member  of  the  same  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  report  as  follows  : — 

2.  That  no  member  of  a  Chapter  who  is  in  good  standing  can  be  prevented  from 
attending  its  Convocations  on  the  objection  of  another  member,  unless  for  some  overt 
act  committed  in  the  presence  of  the  body,  for  which  the  High  Priest  may  deem  it 
proper  to  exclude  him  temporarily.  The  rights  of  all  members  are  parallel,  and  no 
one  can  be  deprived  of  them  without  trial,  except  in  the  case  above  mentioned. 

In  answer  to  the  question :  ''How  many  companions  are  required  to  be  present  at 
a  Convocation  of  a  Chapter  to  enable  it  to  transact  its  business  legally?*'  the  commit- 
tee say : — 

3.  That  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons  are  required  to  open  a  Chapter,  and  conse- 
quently nine  must  continue  to  be  present  in  order  legally  to  transact  business.    But 
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it  is  not  necessary  that  the  nine  should  all  be  members  of  the  Chapter  in  session.  Its 
delinquent  members  having  no  right  to  find  fauli  with  the  business  transacted  during 
their  absence. 

We  dissent  from  the  above  decision.  We  believe  that  nine  members  of  ike  Chap- 
ter should  be  present  to  enable  it  to  transact  business  legally. 

On  the  subject  of  physical  qualifications,  we  find  the  following : — 

The  committee  further  report  on  the  following  question :  "  Has  a  Master  Mason 
who  has  regularly  received  the  symbolic  degrees,  and  afterwards  become  disabled  or 
maimed,  a  right  to  receive  the  capitular  degrees?"  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  defi- 
nite answer  to  so  broad  a  question.  Thev  can  only  say,  in  general  terms,  that  the 
rule  touching  physical  qualifications  must  be  construed  in  the  interest  of  the  Craft, 
and  not  for  the  convenience  of  candidates.  Hence,  the  same  disabilities  that  would 
hinder  initiation  prevail  in  the  Chapter. 

A  learned,  eloquent  and  exceedingly  interesting  address  upon  the  subject  of  the 
"  High  Priest  and  his  Robes,"  was  delivered  by  Rev.  James  Btron  Murray,  Grand 
Chaplain.  No  extracts  can  do  justice  to  this  admirable  paper,  and  we  regret  that  we 
cannot  publish  it  entire,  but  we  advise  our  companions,  if  they  wish  to  ei^oy  a  tfterary 
treat,  to  get  the  proceedings  of  New  York  and  read  it  for  themselves. 

Another  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence  appears  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  D. 
A.  Ogdbk,  one  of  the  very  best  we  have  been  called  upon  to  review.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  read  Comp.  Ooden^s  reports,  because  he  has  opinions  and  expresses  them,  and  if 
we  cannot  always  agree  with  him,  he  gives  us  something  to  "  pitch  into,"  which  is 
always  a  comfort.  Thirty-six  Grand  Chapters  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  receive 
his  attention  in  this  report,  and  all  are  thoroughly,  courteously  and  intelligently  re- 
viewed. California,  for  1874,  receives  complimentary  notice  at  his  hands.  He  says 
the  Address  of  Comp.  Davies  is  **  an  admirable  document,  containing  all  that  is 
needful  to  give  a  clear  insight  into  his  official  acts,  and  in  style,  concise  and  appro- 
priate for  such  a  paper."  He  quotes  liberally  and  approvingly  from  it,  and  concurs 
in  his  decision  relative  to  the  matter  of  jurisdiction.  He  says  that  the  resolution 
introduced  by  the  writer,  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  relative  to  physical 
qualifications,  hits  **  the  nail  on  the  head  as  nearly  as  may  be." 

He  agrees  with  our  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  in  their  report  relative  to  restora- 
tion after  suspension  by  a  Lodge,  and  says :  "  In  his  opinion  it  is  a  good  law."  We 
get  our  nose  in  the  air  when  we  read  such  commendations  as  the  following,  and  don^t 
want  to  speak  to  anybody  less  in  rank  than  a  Grand  High  Priest  :— 

Comp.  Charles  Louis  Wiooin  presents  an  unusually  interf^sting  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence.  The  procee  tings  of  thirty-two  Grand  Bodies  are  reviewed,  criti- 
cised and  overhauled.  There  is  a  completeness  in  the  report  rarely  found,  a  fairness 
which  commands  respect,  and  an  ability  which  marks  the  author  as  a  sound  thinker, 
as  well  as  a  ready  writer.  New  York  is  fraternally  noticed.  In  some  things  Cali- 
fornia differs  from  New  York ;  but  we  respect  an  honest,  truthful  opponent,  and 
agiee  in  all  good  feeling  to  disagree  with  Comp.  Wiooin.  In  most  points,  however, 
we  agree  in  principle,  and  stand  together  in  the  defense  of  what  we  regard  the  right. 

There,  now !  we  didn't  want  to  print  it,  but  the  (vrand  Printer  said  it  must  go  in 
to  make  the  companions  in  our  jurisdiction  believe  we  vxre  somebody,  and  the 
wretch  added,  sarcastically :  *' They'll  never  find  it  out  in  any  other  way,"  which 
remark  we  consider  as  entirely  uncalled  for. 

He  concurs  with  us  in  our  views  on  the  subject  of  making  Royal  Arch  Masons  "  at 
sight, ^^  and  says  in  his  jurisdiction  there  is  no  longer  such  a  thing  heard  of.  He  says 
our  reply  to  Massachusetts  on  the  representative  question  is  "  true  and  to  the  point," 
and  Massachusetts  thought  so  too  and  adopted  the  system. 

In  his  review  of  the  District  of  Columbia  he  quotes  the  following  resolution  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  question  of  receiving  a  companion  into  a  Chapter  after  he 
has  lost  his  membership  by  having  been  suspended  or  expelled  by  his  Lodge,  and 
afterward  reinstated  by  his  Lodge  or  the  Grand  Lodge,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
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on  Jnrisprtideiice,  wIthfnBtnictlon  to  report  at  onr  next  Annaal  Convocation  anch 
■landing  re  eolation  as  will  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case." 

Which  resoIatioD  he  thinks  is  an  evidence  of  over  mnch  cantion.    He  says : — 

It  does  not  seem  tons  that  there  can  be  ranch  doubt  on  the  subject.  Tlie  Bine 
Lodge  suspends  by  Masonic  law  and  usage,  the  suspension  reaches  beyond  the  Lodge 
to  the  Chapter,  but  it  certainly  cannot  reach  in  the  Chapter  further  than  it  does 
in  the  Lodffe.  Afterwards  the  Lodge  or  competent  appellate  body  restores,  or 
abrogates  the  suspension,  thus  restoring  the  suspended  individual  to  all  his  rights 
and  privileges ;  certainly  the  restoration  reaches  out  as  far  and  in  effect  accom- 
plishes as  much  as  did  the  suspension.  Now  in  all  this  the  member  is  suspended, 
not  cut  off.  and  restoration  removes  the  suspension  and  restores  aotivitv  and  mem- 
bership as  before.  Not  so  with  expulsion,  that  severs  all  connection,  puts  the  offend- 
er out  and  closes  the  door,  leaving  no  root  behind ;  in  short,  he  is  dead  to  the  Lodge 
and  to  the  Chapter.  Restoration  in  such  a  case  cannot  (so  it  seems  to  us)  restore  to 
membership ;  that  can  only  be  done  by  petition  and  election.  Restoration,  or  a  re- 
versal of  the  sentence  gives  back  the  *'  rights  and  privileges ;"  for  that  pertains  to 
Masonry  generally,  and  belongs  to  affiliated  and  non-affiliated  alike ;  but  it  does  not 
give  back  membership  where  it  has  been  absolutely  severed,  as  by  expulsion  ;  for 
that  is  a  matter  and  right  which  pertains  to  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  itself  alone.  These  are 
suggestions — take  them  for  what  they  are  worth. 

The  suggestions  are  sound,  and  we  concur. 

Florida  adopted  the  following  regulation : — 

And  whenever  a  Master  Mason,  who  is  also  a  member  of  some  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter, shall  become  non-affiliated,  and  willfully  remain  so  for  a  period  of  more  than 
one  year,  he  shall  be  considered  suspended  from  his  Chapter  until  he  shall  become 
affiliated  with  some  particular  Lodge. 

Upon  which  Comp.  Ooden  comments  as  follows : — 

Now  this  may  be  all  right  and  proper,  and  yet  how  Is  it  to  be  maintained  on  prin- 
ciple ?  how  enforced  in  practice  ?  Can  a  Chapter  deal  with  a  Master  Mason  for  con- 
duct affecting  only  his  relation  to  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  ?  Must  not  the  action 
of  discipline  or  punishment  be  based  on  conduct  affecting  his  general,  moral  or  Ma- 
sonic conduct  and  character?  and  Is  non-^affiliation  with  a  Lodge  such  a  delinquency 
as  a  Chapter  can  take  notice  of  ?  A  Ijodge  might,  perhaps,  do  this  with  its  mem- 
bers ;  but  could  it  reach  out  and  up  and  take  hold  of  a  member  of  the  Chapter  for 
conduct  solely  pertaininp^  to  the  Chapter  ?  and,  vice  versa,  can  the  Chapter  reach 
down  and  beyond  its  jurisdiction,  and  take  hold  of  a  delinquency  purely  belonging 
to  the  Ijodge  ?  To  our  mind,  the  matter  is  somewhat  doubtful.  Besides,  again,  can  a 
rule  have  force  to  suspend  a  member  without  trial,  without  due  notice,  and  oppor- 
tunity for  defence  ?  And  can  a  member  of  the  Chapter  be  '*  congiflered'^  suspended, 
without  trial  and  conviction,  after  full  opportunity  for  defence  ?  We  say,  No.  In 
what  way  but  by  trial  could  it  be  shown  that  the  conduct  was  **  willful  f^^  This  is 
but  another  specimen  of  ill-considered  rules,  or  of  rules  not  based  on  sound  princi- 
ples, and  which  cannot  be  enforced. 

We  have  only  to  say  that  the  question  above  presented  is  one  upon  which  great 
differences  of  opinion  exist.  A  Mason's  standing  depends  upon  his  relations  with  the 
Lodge. 

If  the  Lodge  declares  him  suspended  or  expelled  the  Chapter  cannot  go  behind 
that  decision  or  question  its  propriety.  It  is  a  matter  with  which  the  Chapter  has 
nothing  to  do.  The  man  is  suspended  orexpelled,  as  the  case  may  be,  that  is  all  the 
Chapter  need  to  know,  for  in  either  case,  however  much  we  may  believe  that  the 
sentence  is  unjust  or  unmasonic,  the  fact  exists,  and  we  can  hold  no  Masonic  com- 
munication with  a  Mason  who  is  under  the  ban  of  the  Lodge. 

The  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  probably  based  upon  a  law  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  requiring  all  Masons  to  affiliate  with  some  Lodge  within  a  period  of  twelve 
months;  and  if  the  Grand  Lodge  has  adopted  such  a  regulation,  we  think  the  right 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  adopt  the  regulation  quoted  cannot  be  questioned. 

Under  the  head  of  Indiana  he  says : — 

The  correctness  of  another  decision,  made  by  Jf.*.  E,'.  Comp.  Thomas,  might  be 
doubted,  viz :  *'  That  a  companion  clear  of  the  books  could  not  be  dimitted  from  his 
Chapter,  while  under  charges  in  a  Blue  Lodge."  We  cannot  exactly  see  why ;  what 
can  a  Chapter  know  of  what  is  being  done  in  a  Blue  Lodge  ?    And  what  has  it  to  do 
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with  iU  discipline  of  members?  When  its  official  action  is  promulgated,  when  a 
Master  Mason  is  tried  and  convicted,  and  the  Chapter  becomes  advised  of  it,  then  it 
may  take  note  ;  bat,  antil  then,  we  do  not  see  how  it  can  ascertain  what  is  going  on 
in  a  body  entirely  independent  of  it.  And  if  a  dimit  is  asked  for  in  a  regalar  manner, 
we  cannot  see  how  it  can  be  affected  by  the  private  and  secret  doings  of  another 
body,  nor  conld  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  Blue  Lodge  affect  the  dimit  one  way 
or  the  other.  If  he  is  convicted,  be  is  out  without  a  dimit ;  and,  if  not,  he  is  entitled 
to  a  dimit;  therefore,  we  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  connection  between  the 
charges  in  the  Lodge  and  a  dimit  in  the  Chapter. 

We  concur. 

We  are  loath  to  leave  this  interesting  report,  but  we  are  admonished  that  we  have 
already  exceeded  the  space  accorded  to  us,  and  we  must  proceed  to  the  next. 

The  M.\  E.\  Joseph  B.  Ohaffbb  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\  E,*, 
Chbistopheb  G.  Fox  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Buffalo. 

NOBTH   CAROLINA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina  held  its  twenty-seventh  Annual  Convoca- 
tion in  the  city  of  Raleigh  on  the  seventh  day  of  June,  1875,— the  M.\  E,\  Hobace 
H.  MuKSON,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  jR.*.  E,-.  Thomas  M.  Gabdhbb  being 
Grand  Secretary.    Fourteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  excellent  address,  from  which  we  extract  the 
following: — 

We  meet  as  companions,  as  friends,  as  those  who  often  before  have  held  social 
and  Masonic  converse  together.  We  meet  as  many,  and  yet  as  one,  one  in  heart,  one 
in  hope,  one  in  purpose.  We  meet,  not  in  the  long  familiar  place  where  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  our  State  first  saw  the  light,  where  it  was  cradled  in  its  infancy,  nour- 
ished in  its  helplessness,  and  grew  to  healthy  manhood,  nnder  the  enlivening  influ- 
ences of  men,  who  knew  no  sacrifice  too  great  where  its  best  interests  could  be  sub- 
served ;  companions,  some  of  whom  yet  linger  on  the  very  shore  of  time,  while  others 
have  passed  within  the  veil,  and  now  we  trust,  dwell  in  the  City  of  our  God.  and  yet 
we  meet  in  a  place  alive  with  Masonic  associations,  sacred  to  Masonic  memories,  one 
deeply  imbued  with  a  Masonic  spirit,  and  surrounded  with  the  features  of  those 
embodied,  and  disembodied  ones,  whose  voices  in  times  past  made  these  old  walls 
ring  with  grand  and  noble  thoughts,  springing  from  hearts,  every  pulsation  of  which 
denoted  a  deep  and  enduring  love  of  Masonry.  May  the  mantle  of  those  wise  and 
reverend  heads,  who,  in  times  past  filled  the  places  we  now  occupy,  fall  on  ns,  so 
that  our  deliberations  may  be  characterized  by  that  moderation,  that  zeal,  that  pru- 
dence, and  that  charity  which  worketh  no  ill. 

The  only  decision  he  was  called  upon  to  render  was  the  following : 

"  Is  it  necessary  to  give  reasons  when  applying  for  a  certificate  of  dimlssion  ?"  I 
answer— none  whatever.  Masonry  is  a  voluntary  organization.  She  admits  none 
knowingly  within  her  folds,  but  such  as  come  of  their  owq  unbiased  free-will  and 
accord.  She  throws  around  them  the  kindly  arm  of  her  loving  protection,  she 
watches  over  their  interests,  aids  their  distresses,  and  sympathizes  in  their  sorrows 
but,  when  her  votaries  desire  a  release,  she  opens  her  arms  and  bids  them  go  in  peace! 
So  mote  it  be.  • 

Of  the  state  of  the  Order  in  North  Carolina  he  speaks  thus  hopefully :— 

The  paralyzed  condition  of  our  coantry  worked  a  corresponding  paralyzation  in 
Royal  Arch  Masonry,  but  from  out  the  gloom  of  the  past,  the  light  of  the  future 
breaks,  presaging  greater  zeal,  with  more  commendable  eiBciency  and  happier  results 
in  the  advancement  of  the  Royal  art.  With  wise  legislation  and  a  hearty  carrying 
out«df  the  priiicipleB,  which  should  govern  the  conduct  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  in 
North  Carolina,  Capitular  Masonry  will  yet  gain  and  maintain  a  proud  position  among 
her  sisters. 

Our  companions  of  the  "Old  North  State"  have  our  beat  wishes  for  their  prosperity 
and  success. 

One  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted.  The  Grand 
Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $320  07. 

From  the  table  of  statistics  we  learn  that  there  are  twenty  Chapters  at  work  in 
the  Jurisdiction,  only  fourteen  of  which  make  returns.  We  think  a  little  qniet  stir- 
ring up  of  High  Priests  and  Secretaries  would  be  in  order.  The  number  of  memben 
retarned  by  the  foorteen  Ohapters,  from  which  reports  are  received,  is  593. 
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Gomp.  Jaioes  SoDTHaATB  presents  an  excellent  Report  on  Oorrespondence.  cover- 
ing eighty-fonr  pages  of  the  appendix.  Last  year  the  labor  of  preparing  the  report 
was  divided  among  the  committee,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  some  failed  to 
complete  their  qaota,  and  an  imperfect  report  was  the  result.  We  then  advised 
Comp.  SouTHaATE  to  "  go  it  alone  *'  next  time,  and  he  would  be  sure  to  win.  He 
has  taken  our  advice,  and  played  a  lone  hand  this  year,  and  has  won  a  reputation  as 
a  thorough,  courteous  and  interesting  reporter,  and  in  the  language  of  a  "  brother 
chip,''  we  hope  he  "won't  resign  and  may  never  die  "—that  is  so  long  as  North  Caro- 
lina has  a  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  has  a  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence. Twenty-nine  Grand  Chapters  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States  receive  his  fraternal  notice,  California  for  1874,  being  among  the  number. 
Of  our  Grand  Chapter  he  says  :— 

Forty  of  the  forty-six  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening  of  this  Grand 
Body,  and  considering  the  fact  that  it  is  only  twenty  years  old,  it  has  made  more 
advancement  in  proportion  than  any  other  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge. 
Although  prosperity  and  peace  reign  supreme  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  yet  the 
*'  grim  Tyrant  Death  "  has  not  passed  it  by,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  address, 
dwells  long,  in  recounting  the  virtues  of  the  lamented  and  distinguished  dead.  A 
suitable  tribute  is  also  paid -the  memory  of  Comp.  Jambs  Birnie,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  of  South  Carolina,  who  was  stricken  down  "  in  the  performance  of  daty." 
He  recommended  that  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Nova  Scotia  and  West  Virginia  be 
recognized,  which  was  accordingly  done.  We  are  much  gratified  to  see  this  so 
general. 

He  quotes,  as  a  matter  of  interest,  Comp.  Dayibs'  remarks  on  physical  qoali- 
fications,  upon  which  he  remarks  : — 

We  have  had  our  say  elsewhere  In  this  report  on  this  subject,  and  will  only  add 
that  we  think  the  Chapter  can  no  more  afford  to  take  an  imperfect  man,  than  the 
Lodge.  If  we  concede  anything  on  this  point,  we  might  as  well  say  that  the  appli- 
cant need  not  be  exctctly  free-born— he  need  not  be  exactly  well  recommended,  etc. 

He  copies  our  regulation,  requiring  all  High  Priests  to  present  a  certificate  of 
qualification  before  installation,  and  says  :— 

Does  this  mean  that  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  U.  D.,  may  not  furnish  such  cer- 
tificate? Is  it  not  as  important  that  the  one  should  be  as  well  prepared  as  the 
other  ?  We  think  it  is  more  so.  These  Chapters  U.  D.  are  "  fledglings  "  anyhow , 
and  need  not  be  looked  after  until  they  are  full  grown  Chapters.  Is  that  the  idea  ? 
We  think  they  need  better  drilled  oflQcers,  just  as  the  "young  things"  need  more 
care  and  attention  than  the  old.  We  have  queer  notions  about  Lodges  U.  D.,  and 
perhaps  we  had  better  desist  for  fear  of  getting  into  a  difficulty. 

To  this  we  answer  that  our  law  requires  that,  before  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new 
Chapter  can  be  granted,  a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Lecturer,  or  from  some  High 
Priest,  or  Past  High  Priest,  known  to  be  skilled  in  the  work,  must  be  presented,  to 
the  effect  that  the  companion  named  in  the  dispensation  as  High  Priest,  is  competent 
to  confer  all  the  degrees  and  deliver  the  lectures  thereunto  appertaining.  We,  too, 
have  our  notions,  whether  queer  or  not,  we  don't  know,  about  Lodges  or  Chapters 
ander  dispensation,  and  those  notions  are  that  these  bodies  have  the  same  rights  and 
powers  as  chartered  Chapters,  except  the  right  to  elect  their  officers,  and  to  be  rep- 
resented in  Grand  Chapter.  He  also  quotes  our  remarks,  in  answer  to  Massachusetts 
on  the  representative  system,  with  the  following  comments : — 

Although  we  have  abandoned  this  system  in  our  jurisdiction,  we  must  say  that 
(individually)  we  think  there  is  much  to  be  desired,  in  many  way.<«,  from  the  appoint^- 
ment  of  these  representatives  near  other  Grand  Bodies.  They  are  not  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  light  of  ministers  plenipotentiary,  but  simply  consulates,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Bodies  they  represent.  The  argumenis 
of  Comp.  WiooiN  are  very  plausible,  and  we  wish  to  see  the  time  when  this  system 
will  prevail  universally— for  our  bonds  of  Union  will  be  more  strengthened,  and  no 
one  will  deny  but  that  all  the  aids  we  can  ntilize  in  this  direction  should  be  em- 
ployed. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  all  the  Grand  Bodies 
will  adopt  the  system ;  there  are  but  few  now  who  oppose  it,  and  year  by  year  the 
number  ia  growing  less. 
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lo  his  review  of  the  District  of  Colombia  we  find  the  foIIowiDg,  which  we  caDnot 
too  strongly  commend  : — 

The  explanation  he  gives  in  refrard  to  the  omission  of  onr  State  from  the  list  last 
year  is  perfectly  satisfactory.  Thank  yoa,  Comp.  He  thinks  we  take  "  leeth  too 
strong  '*  ground  on  the  temperance  question  and  for  this  we  thank  him  also,  for  if 
there  is  anything  we  wish  to  be  ultra  on  it  is  that  which  has  unmade  so  many  Masons, 
and  which  is  destined  yet  we  fear,  to  ruin  Church,  State  and  Masonry  besides.  W'e 
are  exhorted  by  the  companion,  "  not  to  become  sectarian  in  our  zeal  for  the  cause 
of  temperance;  once  you  bring  that  feeling  into  Lodge  or  Chapter,  farewell  to  har- 
mony. &c."  Why.  companion,  we  would  wish  it  were  out  of  the  Lodge  and  Chapter 
too.  The  diflBcnlty  is,  there  is  too  much  of  it  in  these  bodies  now.  Take  out  intem- 
perance, and  Church,  State  and  Masonry  would  be  glorious  institutions.  We  are 
perfectly  willing  our  friends  should  differ  with  us  on  this  subject,  but  can  never  agree 
while  life  lasts  to  yield  our  position  on  this  vital  point. 

Oh !  for  more  of  this  class  of  writers ;  those  who  are  neither  aAraid  or  ashamed  to 
take  this  alcoholic  bull  by  the  horns  and  twist  his  neck  until  he  roars  again.  It  is, — 
we  were  about  to  say  amusing,— but  it  is  anything  but  amusing  to  read  the  argu- 
ments of  some  of  our  brother  reporters  upon  this  question.  Some  profess  to  be 
tetotallers,  and  ardent  in  their  zeal  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance ;  yet  the  idea 
of  introducing  the  subject  into  our  Lodges,  where  almost  the  first  lesson  we  are 
taught  is  temperance,  is  perfectly  horrifying  to  their  sensitive  natures. 

Let  us  then  remove  the  ban  from  dishonesty,  and  all  licentiousness,  the  legitimate 
product  of  intemperance,  and  say  that  we  should  not  bring  such  subjects  into  our 
Lodges,  or  argue  against  them  in  our  Masonic  reports  and  addr|sses. 

Masonry  is  a  "  system  of  morality,"  and  whatever  offends  morality,  transgresses 
her  laws.  The  practice  of  dram-drinking,  both  In  and  out  of  our  Masonic  Bodies,  has 
been  the  cause  of  more  misery,  has  ruined  more  Masons,  and  brought  greater 
reproach  upon  our  fraternity  than  all  other  causes  combined,  and  shall  Masonry  not 
reach  forth  her  hand  to  stay  an  evil  which  is  sapping  her  very  foundations?  We  say 
yes,  and  when  we  find  a  reporter  like  Comp.  Southgatb,  who  feels  like  doing  his  duty 
in  this  matter,  we  want  to  strike  hands  with  him  and  give  him  the  moral  support  of 
oar  countenance  and  approval. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  says,  in  speaking  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  regulation  requiring  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Lodge,  is  a  "  violation  of  the  ancient  regulations,  and  this 
Grand  Chapter  has  no  right  to  require  it." 

We  dissent,  for  the  reason  that  the  General  Grand  Chanter  has  already  decided 
that  when  a  Master  Mason  has  been  suspended  from  all  tne  rights  and  benefits  of 
Masonry  for  any  csuse,  not  excepting  non-payment  of  dues,  he  loses  his  standing 
as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  whatever  may  be  the  regulation  of  his  Grand  Chapter.  The 
safest,  surest  plan,  is  to  let  the  membership  in  the  Chapter  be  dependent  upon  that 
in  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  all  dilBculty  on  this  point  is  at  once  settled. 

We  concur. 

From  his  review  of  Massachusetts,  we  extract  the  following  : — 

The  same  subject  comes  up  in  his  review  of  Wisconsin  and  in  his  notice  of  Comp. 
Cottuill's  opinion  on  affiliation,  etc.,  he  thus  remarks: — 

He  also  believes  that  "affiliation  in  a  Lodge  should  be  a  prerequisite  to  affiliation 
in  a  Chapter."  and  then,  under  the  head  of  California,  adds  t — 

"  The  Arkansas  rule,  as  already  shown,  is  different,  but  California  herein  is 
eminently  sound.  Our  judgment  emphatically  is,  that  the  man  who  lives  on  the  par- 
lor floor  ought  to  help  keep  the  basement  and  foundation  that  supports  him  in 
repair." 

That  depends  altogether  upon  the  contracL  Tn  this  case,  the  family  in  the  base- 
ment asks  no  favors  of  the  family  in  the  parlor,  and  toiUhold  no  communication  toith 
them.  They  say,  "hands  off,  we'll  take  care  of  the  basement,  mind  your  own  busi- 
ness." 

Yes,  but  suppose  the  owner  of  the  basement  proposes  to  get  from  under,  what 
then?  We  once  heard  of  two  brothers,  Bill  and  John,  who  owned  a  very  fine  ox  (?) 
in  co-partnership.  The  said  "  Bot  "  became  quite  troublesome  to  the  neighborhood. 
The  two  brothers  met  one  day,  and  the  subject  was  brought  up.  Bill  says,  well, 
bro.  Jack,  our  ox  is  very  troublesome,  what  do  you  propose  that  we  shall  do?    Jack 
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said  he  did  not  know  what  was  best  Well,  says  Bill.  I  intend  to  kill  my  half.  Now 
we  coDRider  Blue  Lod)?e  and  Capitular  Masonry  as  much  dependent,  the  one  upon 
the  other,  as  the  one  half  of  that  '*  ox  "  is  dependent  upon  the  other.  If  one  naif 
dies  the  other  must.  If  the  foundation  is  removed  the  parlor  must  fall  or  remain 
suspended  in  mid  air.  which  is  an  impossibility.  Please  excuse  the  homely  compari- 
son, but,  nevertheless,  we  consider  it  orthod-"  ox." 

"  Bully  for  you." 

In  his  notice  of  Wisconsin,  he  gets  in  the  following  good  one  on  Cottrill,  and  as 
Corson  once  caught  us  in  a  similar  trap,  it  makes  us  feel  good  all  over  to  see  another 
*'  catch  it."    CoTTBiLL  says  of  the  District  of  Columbia  :— 

A  very  full  and  fraternal  notice  of  Wisconsin  for  1874  is  given,  also  a  kind  notice 
of  the  subscriber.  Corap.  MacCIrottv,  we  will  present  our  card,  when  in  the  district 
again,  and  will  settle  the  clothing  question,  as  David  did  the  baby,  and  divide  it. 
But  we  will  stick  to  the  constitution  every  time,  as  to  titles  of  nobility,  and, give  the 
M.  D's.  a  wide  berth.    You  intimate  that  they  are  dangerous  down  there. 

Whereupon  Southoatb  says : — 

We  used  to  read  somewhere  in  the  Scripture  that  a  man  named  Solomon  (of 
blessed  memory)  threatened  to  cut  a  child  in  twain,  but  have  yet  to  find  where  David 
actually  divided  one.  Comp.  Cottrill  will  please  give  us  the  chanter  and  verse,  or 
we  will  perhaps  think  he  is  trying  to  make  up  some  bit  of  new  nistory  not  found 
within  the  Scriptures. 

Cottrill  has  the  floor. 

We  are  loath  to  leave  this  genial  reporter,  bnt  we  have  no  alternative.  Hoping 
to  hear  from  him  agaii  next  year,  we  remain,  etc. 

The  M,'.  E.:  Thomas  W.  Dewbt  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  22.*.  E,'. 
Donald  W.  Bain  was  elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Raleigh. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  held  its  sixth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  Halifax,  on  the  flrst  day  of  June,  1875,  the  M.\  E.\  E.  R.  Sircom,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding,  the  R,\  ^.'.  Jambs  Gossip  being  (jrand  Secretary.  Six  subordi- 
nate Chapters  were  represented,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers  were  in  their  places. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  business-like  paper,  mainly  devoted  to 
a  recital  of  his  official  acts ;  and  the  record  shows  that  he  has  not  been  idle  at  his 
post  of  duty.  He  thus  bears  testimony  to  the  value  of  printed  proceedings  and 
Reports  on  Correspondence  : — 

The  custom  now  so  universally  adopted  of  printing  the  proceedings  of  each  Grand 
Chapter,  together  with  the  reports  of  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and 
transmitting  copies  to  sister  jurisdictions,  has  resulted  most  beneficially  to  the  whole 
Order,  and  I  firmly  believe  it  has  done  more  in  bringing  about  the  present  uniformity 
in  the  administrative  afTiiirs  of  the  Royal  Craft,  and  also  of  drawing  more  closely 
together  its  members  in  fraternal  union,  than  could  have  been  accomplished  by  any 
other  means. 

Those  of  you  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  read  these  proceedings  could  not 
have  failed  in  flnding  them  both  interesting  and  instructive  ;  the  many  hours  I  have 
thus  spent  have  been  amongst  the  most  delightful  and  profitable  ones  since  my  con- 
nection with  this  important  branch  of  Freemasonry. 

Of  the  fraternal  relations  existing  between  his  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  the  United  States,  he  says  :— 

The  warm  and  fraternal  manner  in  which  this  Grand  Chapter  has  been  recognized 
and  welcomed  as  a  Supreme  Governing  Body  by  every  Grand  Cliapter  in  America; 
the  very  kind,  I  may  say  flattering  commendations  which  have  been  from  time  to 
time  bestowed  upon  its  various  officials,  deserve  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  the  compan- 
ions of  this  Eastern  Province. 

There  are  two  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  which  still  hold  allegiance  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  bnt  it  is  believed  that  these  will  soon  cast  in  their  lot 
with  their  companions  and  form  a  united  jurisdiction. 

A  brief  but  good  Report  on  Correspondence  is  presented  by  the  Grand  Secretary, 
'  Comp.  James  Gossip.    He  reviews  the  transactions  of  twenty-two  Grand  Chapters, 
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also  those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States.  We  fear  oar  pro- 
ceedings failed  to  reach  him,  as  California  is  not  on  his  list  of  proceedings  received, 
and  of  course  does  not  appear  in  his  report.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  reach  him  next 
time.  Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  gets  in  a  good  bit  at  the  mileage  and  per  diem 
system.    He  says  : — 

The  steady  decrease  of  the  fdnds  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  cause  of  such 
decrease,  which  appears  to  be  the  annual  drain  on  its  exchequer  for  the  i)ayment  of 
*'  mileage  and  per  diem'*  of  Representatives  to  the  Annual  Convocation,  is  touched 
on  by  the  Grand  High  Priest.  This  yearly  waste  of  money  for  such  purpose  is  the 
cause  of  the  very  straightened  ciroumstanoes  of  many  of  the  Grand  Bodies  in  the 
United  states.  It  is  very  often  the  case  that  the  Representatives  of  subordinate 
Chapters  attending  Annual  Convocation  draw  from  the  funds  of  Grand  Chapter,  for 
expenses  of  travel  and  maintenance,  more  than  their  Chapter  pays  intoit ;  is  it  there- 
fore any  wonder  that  bankruptcy  looms  up  in  the  distance.  Check  this  extravagant 
expenditure,  and  make  it  imperative  that  each  individual  Chapter  shall  bear  the  ex- 
penses of  their  own  Representatives  to  look  after  its  interests  at  the  Annual  Convo- 
cation of  Grand  Chapter,  or  make  each  Representative  pay  at  least  a  share  of  the 
cost  of  his  pleasure  trip. 

We  have  had  experience  of  the  workings  of  this  system  and  still  adhere  to  it,  but 
we  believe  with  Comp.  Gossip  that  each  Chapter  should  pay  the  expenses  of  their 
Representative. 

There  are  six  Chapters  borne  upon  the  registry,  with  an  aggregate  membership 
of  265. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address : 
Halifax. 

OHIO. 

The  flrty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  was  held  in  Put- 
in-Bay,  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  1875,— the  M.\  E,'.  J.  Kelly  O'Nball, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  James  Nesbitt  being  Grand  Secretary. 
The  number  of  subordinate  Chapters  represented  was  large,  but  time  is  too  precious 
to  expend  it  in  counting  them. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  an  interesting  and  elaborately  prepared 
paper.  He  states  that,  during  the  year,  harmony  has  prevailed,  and  prosperity 
waited  on  the  subordinate  Chapters.  Two  petitions  for  dispensations  to  form  new 
Chapters  were  declined,  and  one  was  granted.  Having  learned  that  one  Chapter 
retained,  as  a  member  in  good  standing,  a  convicted  felon,  the  Grand  High  Priest 
directed  the  High  Priest  of  said  Chapter  to  cause  charges  to  be  preferred  against  the 
offender  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  which  direction  not  being  complied  with,  the 
High  Priest  was  promptly  suspended  from  his  office ;  but,  it  afterwards  appearing 
that  he  had  been  absent  on  business,  and  had  delegated  the  execution  of  the  order  to 
another,  who  neglected  it,  he  was  restored ;  and  now  the  Chapter  is  relieved  f^om 
the  stigma  of  bearing  npoa  its  rolls  a  criminal,  serving  his  sentence  in  the  peniten- 
tiary. 

We  recommend  the  following  for  general  per^isal : — 

"  There  is,  perhaps,  no  dnty  so  frequently  neglected  by  the  ofBcers  and  members 
of  subordinate  bodies  as  thatof  dealing  iu  a  prompiand  efficient  manner  with  Masonic 
offenses ;  and  none,  save  the  offenses  themselves,  from  which  the  fraternity  so  much 
suffers.  The  principles  of  the  Order  on  the  subject  of  all  intemperance  and  excess 
are  clearly  defined  and  well  understood.  No  one  can  violate  the  moral  laws,  disre- 
gard his  duty  to  society,  or  debase  in  his  own  person,  the  dignitv  and  beauty  of  the 
temple,  erected  by  the  Supreme  Architect  for  the  indwelling  of  a  human  soul,  and 
not  violate  the  Masonic  laws.  Yet  such  offenses  are  even  habitually  committed  by 
Masons,  the  facts  known  and  regretted  by  officers  and  members  ;  but  our  laws  not 
enforced,  the  fraternity  suffers,  out  the  offender  remains  a  member  and  publishes 
our  disgrace,  and  his  own,  by  appearing  as  a  Mason  on  all  public  occasions.  To  tlie 
officers  of  our  Fubordinates  especially,  is  intrusted  the  reputation  and  well  being  of 
our  Order.  They  are  to  guard  the  morals  and  correct  the  irregularities  of  their  mem- 
bers ;  and  it  is  only  through  them,  that  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  its 
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officers  can  efficiently  act ;  and  should  they  neglect  or  disregard  their  obligations,  It 
is  upon  them  that  the  authority  of  the  Grand  officer  must  fall.  The  necessity 
for  a  more  vigilant  and  effectual  supervision  of  the  conduct  of  their  members  by  the 
officers  of  your  subordinates  was  painfully  manifest  when  recently  I  saw  a  member, 
and  until  the  present  year  the  High  Priest  of  one  of  your  subordinates,  grossly  intox- 
icated while  attending  court  and  in  the  attempted  discharge  of  his  professional  duties, 
and  being  credibly  informed  that  such  manifestations  were  not  unfrequeiit,  I  again 
felt  compelled  to  exercise  unusual  authority,  and  directed  his  successor  to  cause  the 
removal  of  so  evil  an  example  by  either  the  reformation  of  the  companion  or  his 
exclusion  from  membership. 

A  very  good  Report  on  Correspondence  was  submitted  by  Comp.  William  L. 
Bdbchneb  ,  a  new  hand  at  the  business,  but  who  need  not  be  ashamed  of  his  work. 
He  reviews  in  a  clear,  courteous  and  able  manner  the  proceedings  of  thirty-three 
Grand  Chapters,  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  California  finds  no  place  'in  his  report.  We 
are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this.  Last  year  the  reception  of  our  proceedings  was 
acknowledged,  but  they  were  not  reviewed ;  this  year  they  are  not  reported  in  the 
list  of  proceedings  received,  although  they  were  mailed  to  the  Grand  Secretary  as 
soon  as  published.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  engage  the  attention  of  our  companions 
of  Ohio  this  year,  if  not  we  will  keep  trying  until  we  succeed. 

Comp.  BuEOHNEB,  in  his  review  of  Illinois,  quotes  from  Comp.  Miles'  report  our 
remarks  upon  the  evils  of  intemperance,  upon  which  he  makes  the  following  sensible 
remarks : — 

Did  Masons  live  np  to  the  teachings  of  their  order,  admonitions  like  the  above 
would  be  unnecessary ;  temperance  should  be  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues  of  every 
Mason.  Masonry  has  become  too  popular,  too  cheap  ;  too  many  Lodges  and  Chap- 
ters are  established,  who  all  try  to  live,  and  the  necessary  care  is  not  taken  in  the 
selection  of  material.  We  should  know  of  a  candidate  not  only  nothing  bad,  we 
should  know  something  positively  good  about  him.  Select  only  the  best  material, 
elect  men  of  unimpeachable  character  for  your  leaders,  and  you  will  elevate  Masonry 
to  that  point  where  it  should  stand,  a  benefit  to  its  members,  a  benefit  to  mankind. 

In  the  matter  of  objection  to  elected  candidates,  he  says : — 

This  objection  question  has  been  a  point  of  very  much  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  reportorial  staff ;  we  are  strongly  in  favor  of  the  right  of  simple  objec- 
tion, without  being  compelled  to  state  the  objections,  or  to  prefer  charges,  as  that 
would  require  sometimes  the  objector  to  divulge  secrets  that  are  confided  to  him. 
We  speak  in  this  matter  from  personal  experience  ;  a  gentleman  applied  to  our 
Lodge  ;  his  reputation  was  good  ;  bis  standing  in  society  excellent ;  he  was  elected  ; 
we  received  afterward  the  first  information  of  the  application,  and  objected  to  him 
being  initiated  ;  because  im  knew  as  his  physician  that  he  was  an  immoral  man. 

Was  it  our  duty  as  a  Mason  to  object  ?    We  say  it  was. 

Would  it  have  been  right  of  us  to  state  our  objections  and  betray  the  confidence 
that  he  had  placed  in  us?  We  would  have  degraded  our  noble  profession  by  doing  so. 

If  any  of  the  companions,  who  are  in  favor  of  stating  objections,  or  preferring 
charges,  can  tell  us  now  to  get  out  of  a  scrape  of  that  kind,  we  would  oe  glad  to 
hear  it 

Well  and  strongly  put.  We  welcome  Comp.  Bubchmer  to  the  quill-driving  fra- 
ternity, and  hope  to  hear  from  him  again  next  year. 

The  Jf.*.  E.'.  Reuben  C.  Lemmon  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B.\  B,\ 
James  Nbsbitt  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Troy. 

OREGON. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon  held  its  fifteenth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Portland,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  1875,— the  Jf.*.  E.',  James  R.  Batlet,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.'.  Er,  R.  P.  Eabuart  being  Grand  Secretary.  Nine 
Bobordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  extended  beyond  all  precedent  in  this 
jurisdiction,  covering  three  pages  of  the  proceedings.  We  fear  Comp.  BayIiEY  is  be- 
coming affected  with  ciicoethes  scribendif  as  we  never  knew  one  of  his  addresses  to 
occupy  more  than  one  page  before.  After  rendering  fervent  thanks  to  the  Great  I 
Am  for  all  his  mercies,  he  says :— 
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CompAnioDB,  in  rendering  yon  an  account  of  my  official  dnties  for  the  past  year, 
allow  me  first  to  congratulate  you  and  tbe  Royal  Craft  on  the  peace  and  harmony 
that  has  characterized  us  as  Masons,  as  in  years  past,  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  say  to  you  that  during  the  eight  years  that  it  has  been  my  honor  to 
serve  you,  as  your  Grand  High  Priest,  there  has  been  no  cause  of  grievance  reported 
to  this  Grand  Chapter,  which  of  itself,  in  my  humble  judgment,  speaks  more  eloquent 
and  tells  more  for  our  beloved  Craft,  than  all  the  language  at  my  command. 

Universal  harmony  has  ever  characterized  us  as  a  Body,  and  has  prevailed  among 
our  several  Chapters  and  the  companions,  and  no  contention  has  arisen  or  had  an 
existence,  except  that  "noble  contention  of  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree." 

One  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted.  We  find  also 
that. 

Proceedings  from  all  sister  jurisdictions  in  correspondence  with  us,  have  been 
received,  except  from  Colorado,  Michigan  and  Massachusetts,  and  contents  duly 
considered.  We  have  good  reason,  companions,  to  feel  a  just  pride  in  being  found 
worthy  of  the  favorable  consideration  so  unanimously  accorded  us  by  older  and 
stronger  jurisdictions. 

Such  being  the  case,  we  would  like  to  know  why  California  was  left  out  in  the 
cold  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence?  Does  Comp.  Patton  deem 
as  unworthy  of  his  notice?  In  our  last  report  we  spoke  of  Oregon  in  terms  which 
shonld  at  least  have  elicited  from  him  a  courteous  response,  but  we  cannot  believe 
our  proceedings  were  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  but  by  some 
oversight  were  omitted,  else  we  should  have  heard  from  him  aa  usual. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  calls  attention  to  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  work,  and 
earnestly  recommends  that  some  steps  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil.    He  says  — 

I  have  received  several  communications  asking  me  to  prohibit  the  work  from 
being  done  as  some  Chapters  do  it,  but  I  have  npt  done  so,  feeling  that  perhaps 
it  would  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Craft  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  Grand 
Chapter.  And  I  trust  that  something  will  be  done  at  this  session  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion definitely,  either  by  appointing  a  Grand  Lecturer  or  authorizing  your  Grand 
OflScers  to  instruct  all  the  Chapters  in  a  uniform  work,  so  that  the  degrees  may  be 
conferred  essentially  the  same  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Constitution,  as  presented  by  the  Committee  on  Revision  at  the  last  Annual 
Convocation,  was  amended  and  adopted. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
concurred  in  his  suggestions  relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  Grand  Lecturer,  and 
we  see  that  Comp.  Thomas  H.  Cox  was  elected  to  that  important  office.  On  motion 
of  the  Grand  Secretary,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  was  allowed  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  for  his  services  last  year,  and  a  like  sum  wa^ 
allowed  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  that  peace  and  harmony  prevailed 
throughout  the  jurisdiction,  and  that  they  were  rnsting  in  idleness. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : — 

Retolved,  That  the  most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  together  with  such  other 
companions  as  he  may  select,  and  the  Grand  Lecturer,  shall  have  full  power  to 
arrange  and  adopt  for  the  use  in  the  subordinate  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  the 
work  and  lectures  in  the  several  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry,  as  they  shall  be 
taoght  by  the  Grand  Lecturer. 

The  salary  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  was  fixed  at  three  hundred  doUarii  per  annum, 
he  being  required  to  give  at  least  five  days  personal  service  to  each  Chapter  within 
the  iurisdiction,  the  Chapter  to  pay  him  five  dollars  per  day  for  each  day^s  service 
rendered  in  excess  of  five. 

The  Report  on  Correspordence,  by  Comp.  T.  McF.  Patton,  is  in  his  usual  happy 
style,  and  fully  equal  to  his  former  efforts,  which  is  all  that  need  be  said  in  its  praise. 
He  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty  Grand  Chapters.^  California,  as  before  stated, 
not  being  of  the  number.  We  sincerely  regret  the  retirement  of  Comp.  Patton 
from  the  rpportorial  chair.  His  reports  have  always  been  courteous  and  just,  as 
well  as  interesting  and  instructive ;  and  he  has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  in 
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the  ancient  and  honorable  army  of  qaill-drivers.  May  saccesB  and  prosperity  attend 
him  wherever  he  goes,  and  finally,  when  he  has  become  satiated  with  the  follies  and 
vanities  of  this  wicked  world,  may  he  come  back  and  again  wield  the  gray  goose, 
qaill  for  Oregon  and  glory.    He  concludes  his  excellent  report  as  follows : 

We  have  attempted  before  to  obtain  rest.  Last  year  we  were  caned  into  submis- 
sion. This  year,  being  twelve  months  older,  we  bite  at  nothing,  complimentary  or 
otherwise. 

Some  five  years  since  we  were  selected  from  the  pasture,  as  a  docile,  tractable 
animalt  that  could  be  used  to  advantage,  and  now,  after  exhibiting  our  spavins, 
ring-bones  and  saddle-marks,  all  occasioned  in  your  service,  we  ask  that  some  of 
those  frisky  young  colts,  exhibiting  good  signs  of  wind  and  muscle,  be  brought  into 
subjection  at  once,  and  allow  us,  who  have  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  to 
retire  to  those  green  pastures,  and  lie  down  by  the  side  of  the  still  waters.  Would 
it  not  be  pleasant?    We  think  it  would. 

To  our  companions  abroad,  in  bidding  you  an  official  adieu,  we  can  sa^  in  truth 
and  sincerity,  that  we  shall  mit>8  you  more  than  you  will  miss  us.  Your  kind  words 
have  done  much  to  encourage  us  in  our  labors,  and  when  depressed  in  mind  and 
body,  some  of  you  would  whisper  a  word  that  would  revive  our  drooping  spirits  and 
give  us  new  life.  Our  feeble  efforts,  from  time  to  time,  have  received  from  your  pen 
commendations  of  praise,  which  we  never  expected,  and  for  these  repeated  marka 
of  kindness  shown,  we  tender  one  and  all  our  thanks. 

Hoping  that  peace  and  prosperity  may  attend  you  and  yours,  in  all  life's  labors, 
we  bia  yon  all  farewell. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected,  and  Comp. 
Martin  Y.  Brown,  of  Albany,  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence.   Address  of  the  Grand  Secretary :  Portland. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  pamphlet  from  Pennsylvania  contains  the  records  of  four  Quarterly  Com* 
munications  and  the  Annual  Communication.  At  the  Quarterlies  no  business  of  gen- 
eral interest  was  transacted. 

The  Annual  Communication,  as  it  is  there  termed,  was  held  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  1874,— the  M.\  E.-,  Andrew  Robeno, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  R\  John  Thomson  being  Grand  Secretary. 

From  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  we  extract  the  following : — 

Ninety-seven  Chapters  and  three  Mark  Lodges,  in  all  one  hundred,  are  the  num- 
ber of  Bodies  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  a  membership  of  ten  thousand,  over  which 
the  Grand  Chapter  exercises  her  authority.  During  the  year  very  little  has  trans- 
pired to  call  for  any  special  remarks.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  for  any  decisions, 
and  consequently  have  made  none.  Peaceful  and  harmonious  are  the  infiuences 
pervading  the  entire  jurisdiction,  and  with  one  or  two  exceptians,  the  Chapters  are 
m  a  strong,  healthy  and  prosperous  state. 

Seven  applications  for  new  Chapters  have  been  received,  and  all  of  them  have 
been  granted  warrants.  Each  of  these  applications  were  signed  by  an  unusually 
large  number  of  active  and  influential  companions,  whose  names  shoiild  be  a  sure 
and  sufficient  guarantee  of  their  success. 

The  proceedings  proper  of  the  five  "Communications*^  occupy  only  twentJ^three 
pages  of  the  Annual,  and  are  "  fearfully  and  wonderfully'*  barren  of  aught  that  will 
prove  interesting  to  the  general  reader. 

Were  it  not  for  the  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence  by  Comp.  Wm.  J.Kbllt, 
the  proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  would  be  "  small  potatoes  and  few  in  a  hill,**  in  fact 
hardly  worth  the  expense  of  printing ;  but  the  Report  compensates  for  the  meager- 
ness  of  the  proceedings,  and  is  like  a  sparkling  jewel  in  a  setting  of  lead.  He 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-three  Grand  Chapters,  also  those  of  the  Grand 
Mark  Lodge  of  England  for  three  years.  Comp.  Kelly  is  a  pleasing  writer,  and  his 
Report  is  characterized  by  candor  and  good  common  sense. 

He  prefaces  his  report  with  the  following  pointed  remarks : — 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  present  their  annual 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales,  and  find  the  subjects  treated  of  to 
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consist  largely  "of  striking  from  the  rolls"  for  the  non^paynient  of  dues — with 
opinions  differing  as  widely  ns  day  from  night  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  ^t, 
without  any  one  making  particular  hesidway.  Each  reporter  files  into  line,  gives  his 
experience,  his  argument,  and  his  conviction,  and  there  the  subject  seems  to  rest — 
no  conversions,  no  difference  from  the  old  way.  it  seems  to  travel  its  rounds  with  the 
regularity  of  the  sun,  and  each  keeps  as  true  to  his  position  as  that  Inminary 
(HoRNEK  might  say,  with  very  many  clouds  in  some  of  us),  but  we  make  no  progress, 
and  the  end  finds  us  where  we  were  at  the  beginning.  We  know  that  in  the  preparation 
of  these  reports  we  have  gone  farther  into  the  merits  or  demerita  of  the  cases  under 
consideration  than  our  predecessors  as  regards  the  polity  of  our  own  Grand  Chapter, 
and  in  criticism  of  those  Grand  Chapters  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence.  And 
while  the  reasons  given  for  the  reticence  practiced  in  the  past  have  been  good,  we 
have  a  conviction  that  our  course  is  right  at  this  time,  and  while  we  shall  be  careful 
to  write  of  our  companions  courteously,  we  shall  also  be  careful  to  write  plainly, 
believing  this  to  be  the  only  course  proper  for  such  an  important  duty  with  which 
we  are  honored.  We  approach  the  tasK  of  preparing  this  report  with  hesitancy, 
knowing  that  every  moment  of  its  preparation  must  be  taken  from  the  time  usually 
devoted  to  rest,  and  in  consequence  disagreeably  impressing  ns  with  a  feeling  that 
we  fail  in  fairly  representing  our  Grand  Chapter.  We  also  hope  this  and  the  next 
report  (should  we  live  to  prepare  it)  may  be  the  last  we  will  be  called  on  to  write  ; 
not  but  that  we  like  the  task  in  some  aspects  of  the  case,  but  to  us  who  are  employed 
every  moment  of  our  time  in  the  management  of  a  large  and  important  business,  the 
work  is  too  severe.  And  we  would  take  this  method  of  notifying  your  successor  that 
we  are  not  in  the  field  for  honors.  We  deprecate  also  the  changing  of  reporters  ;  we 
think  the  proper  way  is  to  select  some  companion  with  the  ability  necessary  to  pre- 
pare the  reports,  the  time  to  spare  to  devote  to  it,  and  the  disposition  to  feel  honored 
by  the  privilege,  and  then  hold  on  to  him,  hoping  that  he  won't  resign  and  may  never 
die.    Get  such  a  man,  and  we  should  be  envied  indeed. 

This  would  all  be  very  well  if  practicable,  but  old  Diogenes  with  his  lantern, 
hunting  for  an  honest  man,  had  no  more  difficult  task  than  would  he  who  should 
attempt  to  discover  such  a  phenomenal  reporter. 

Under  the  head  of  Arkansas^he  speaks  as  follows,  relative  to  adir.itting  to  the 
mysteries  of  the  Royal  Arch  one  who  does  not  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the 
soul:— 

We  believe  in  the  above  decision,  and  think  it  would  be  much  better  were  a 
positive  rule  adopted  and  rigidly  enforced  thronghoat  all  the  branches  of  Free- 
masonry to  exclude  all  those  high  strung  sensationalists  from  taking  part  or  lot  with 
us.  While  we  utterly  condemn  those  weak  but  well  meaning  brethren,  who  in  their 
zeal  for  Freemasonry  boast  *hat  it  is  the  peer  of  religion,  or  good  enough  religion 
for  them,  or  the  hundred  other  foolish  ideas  frequently  expressed  by  them  in  what 
thev  think  an  honor  to  the  craft,  but  which  only  serves  to  illnstrate  their  shallowness 
and  give  our  enemies  an  opportunity  to  unfavorably  criticize  the  influence  of  Free- 
masonry ;  still,  we  are  equally  strong  in  the  conviction  that  when  a  man  gets  so  far 
off  his  balance  as  to  deny  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  setting  up  a  doctrine  which 
would  certainly  bring  great  destruction  upon  society,  and  ruin  to  many  households, 
taking  away  the  grand  beneficent  incentive  that  we  look  to  for  a  future  beyond  this 
world  ;  we  do  not  think  that  such  a  man  can  be  trusted,  and  we  should  be  very  care- 
ful to  exclude  him  from  our  association. 

We  have  bad  our  say  in  this  matter  before,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  such  good 
endorsement 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Arkansas  complained  of  his  visit  to  one  Chapter, 
where  he  spent  two  days  in  the  vain  effort  to  obtain  a  quorum,  whereupon  Comp. 
Kelly  says  :— 

We  can  sympathize  with  the  above,  and  would  suggest  that  if  the  Grand  High 
Priest  would  make  them  a  Grand  visitation  with  all  the  Grand  Officers  and  exemplify 
the  work,  you  would  find  many  who  would  come  out  of  curiosity,  won  to  an  active 
interest  that  would  give  an  impetus  for  years  to  come.  We  have  seen  it  tried  with 
first  rate  results. 

A  good  suggestion,  and  one  likely  to  prove  effectual  if  adopted ;  if  not,  the  sooner 
the  Chapter  is  wiped  out  of  existence,  the  better. 

Comp.  Kelly  quotes  our  resolution,  relative  to  restoration  after  suspension  by  a 
Lodge,  upon  which  he  discoaraes  as  follows : — 

The  question  of  suspensions  in  our  Judgment,  is  expulsion,  and  (although  limited), 
is  broad,  deep,  disgraceful.  A  Chapter  cannot  suspend  without  cause,  and  such 
cause  is  dishonorable  to  the  companion  who  may  be  guilty. 
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Now,  the  fandainental  law  of  Freemasonry  affectinf?  the  Rnspencfon  or  expnlsion 
from  a  lower  degree  deprives  the  offender  of  nU  the  privilepes  of  Mnsonry.  This  im 
right ;  but  when  the  suspended  one  atones  to  the  body  from  which  he  was  sns- 
pended,  he  mast  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  ballot  (with  us),  and  if  elected  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  he  is  again  a  member  of  that  Lodge.  We  cannot  see  how  by  any  manner  of 
reasoning  you  can  make  him  a  member  of  the  Chapter  from  which  he  is  also  sns- 

B ended,  without  the  same  forms  being  ]>i»sped  through.  We  say  that  a  member  of  a 
lue  Lodge,  suspended  or  expelled.  •'  is  ipso  facto  "  suspended  or  expelled  from  his 
Chapter,  Ac. ;  that  is,  he  is  as  decidedly  suspended  from  his  Chapter  as  from  his 
Lodge,  for  the  offense  to  his  Lodge  is  equally  an  offense  to  his  Chnpter.  Now,  if  he 
has  actually  lost  membership  in  his  Chapter,  we  hold  that  he  should  pass  the  ordeal 
of  a  ballot  in  each  body  that  he  is  so  suspended.  On  the  principle  that  a  Mvison 
has  no  right  to  do  anything  that  would  subject  him  to  such  a  sentence,  if  he  did  so, 
he  should  understand  that  we  are  not  satisfied  with  anything  but  a  thorough  purifi* 
cation  before  he  can  attain  the  position  from  which  he  was  suspended. 

We  agree  with  Comp.  Kellt  that  suspension  is  equivalent  to  expulsion  for  the 
time  being;  with  us  there  is  no  qualified  suspension  ;  we  have  only  the  pure  unaduU 
terated  article,  and  that  deprives  a  man  of  ail  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 
This  the  Grand  Lodge  decrees  as  the  penalty  for  the  non-payment  of  dues.  If  a 
brother  neglects  or  refuses  to  pay  his  dues,  after  having  been  notified  by  the  Secre- 
tary that  he  is  six  months  in  arrears,  the  law  says,  he  "  shall  be  suspended,  unless 
the  Lodge,  for  good  reasons  shown,  may  otherwise  direct.^'  It  requires  no  vote  of 
the  Lodge  to  suspend  him ;  his  name  is  read,  and  if  he  does  not  come  to  time,  or  if 
some  reason  be  not  given  to  justify  an  extension  of  time  or  remission,  he  stands 
suspended  by  due  operation  of  law.  \»  it  takes  no  vote  of  the  Lodge  to  suspend 
him,  80  it  requires  none  to  restore  him ;  by  the  payment  of  his  dues  he  restores 
himself. 

When  a  member  of  a  Chapter  is  suspended  by  his  Lodge  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
he  is  not  suspended  by  his  Chapter,  but  simply  excluded  until  he  shall  have  been 
restored  to  good  standing  by  his  Lodge.  The  companion  has  committed  no  act 
which  In  the  Chapter  renders  him  obnoxious  to  charges  and  discipline,  but  he  is 
excluded  because  we  cannot  hold  fellowship  with  a  suspended  Mason.  Now,  when 
he  has  paid  his  dues  to  his  Lodge,  that  act  restores  him  to  good  standing,  and  there 
is  no  longer  any  reason  why  we  should  exclude  him ;  therefore,  the  Secretary's 
receipt  for  his  dues  is  all  the  passport  he  requires  to  his  old  seat  in  the  Chapter. 

Admitting  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  arbitrary 
and  unjust,  what  can  we  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  do  ? 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  supreme  in  its  own  department  of  Masonry,  and  all  our  remon- 
strances will  not  avail  to  change  its  constitution  or  edicts  one  '*jot  or  tittle."  We 
may  elevate  our  vertebrtc  and  climb  up  the  pillar  of  our  dignity  as  Royal  Arch  Masons 
as  high  as  we  please,  but  the  Lodge  will  soon  knock  out  our  foundation  and  tumble 
ns  down  if  we  transgress  its  laws. 

It  is  said  by  some,  "  Tou  cannot  suspend  a  brother  for  the  non-payment  of  his 
dues."  This  reminds  ns  of  the  lawyer  who  visited  his  client  in  prison,  and,  after  lis- 
tening to  his  version  of  the  cause  of  his  incarceration,  said  to  him,  "  Why,  they  canH 
put  you  in  jail  for  that!"  "  The  deuce  they  can't,"  replied  the  prisoner,  "  ain't  I 
here?" 

It  is  all  very  well  to  say,  they  can^t  suspend  us  for  non-payment  of  dues,  but 
they  do;  and  when  suspended,  no  Mason  in  good  standing  will  hold  Masonic  commu- 
nication with  us,  therefore  we  can't  get  into  the  Chapter,  **  and  thai'' swliaVs  the 
matter,''^ 

He  quotes  approvingly  from  our  Report  and  gives  our  concluding  remarks  entire, 
with  the  hope,  as  he  says,  it  may  be  read  by  the  companions  of  his  Grand  Chapter* 
and  '*  help  awaken  in  them  the  interest  in  reading.these  reports  which  their  import- 
ance demands.'* 

In  his  review  of  Connecticut,  he  quotes  Comp.  Lewis's  argument  on  the  question 
of  non-payment  of  dues,  in  answer  to  the  views  expressed  by  us  in  a  former  report^ 
npon  which  he  comments  as  follows : — 
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Comp.  Lewises  reasoniag  to  one  who  does  not  want  to  pay  dues,  "  sounds  very 
well."  And  if  all  were  animated  by  the  same  high  toned  honor  as  our  brother  chip, 
it  would  be  "  very  well,''  but  we  opine  that  if  you  remove  the  punishment  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  leaving  the  question  one  of  mere  choice  as  lo  pay  or  not  to  pay,  it 
would  not  be  long  before  you  would  find  so  many  of  our  companions  taking  such 
advantage  of  your  generosity,  as  to  find  it  irksome  to  get  working  expenses. 

The  question  raised  in  the  above,  viz. :  **  Does  not  the  Royal  Arcu  Mason  pay  for 
his  degrees?"  We  answer,  Yes ;  and  he  gets  them ;  but  he  must  bear  his  proportion 
of  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  Craft;  and  if  he  does  not,  suspend  him  from  its 
rights,  privileges  and  benefits. 

Under  the  head  of  Illinois  he  quotes  the  following  :  "The  question  has  been  asked 
by  a  number  of  Chapters  during  the  year,  whether  a  companion,  becoming  a  charter 
member  of  a  new  Chapter,  was  tliereby  dimitted  from  his  old  Chapter.  I  decided 
that  he  was." 

Upon  this  Comp.  Kelly  says : — 

We  are  not  familiar  with  the  practice  as  illustrated  in  the  above,  and  are  free  to 
say  we  do  not  like  it.  We  suppose,  however,  that  it  comes  from  giving  the  Grand 
High  Priest  power  to  grant  a  dispenssation  to  a  nnmber  of  companions  to  open  and 
hold  a  Chapter  under  his  dispensation  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
BO  that  when  they  apply  for  a  warrant  the  Grand  Chapter  reviews  their  work,  and  if 
approved  they  become  members  of  the  new  Chapter,  and  cease  to  be  members  of 
their  old  Chapter.  The  practice  is  not  sound,  except,  perhaps,  on  the  ground  of  tho 
Grand  Chapter  in  that  jurisdiction  meeting  but  once  a  year,  and  the  patience  of  the 
companions  not  sufiBcient  to  watt  so  long.  The  principle  of  a  member  leaving  one 
Chapter  and  becomiUg  a  member  of  another  without  a  dimit  is,  in  our  judgment,  a 

wrong  one.    As  A.  13.  might  belong  to  Chapter  No. ,  a  number  of  members  of 

that  and  other  Chapters  being  desirous  of  forming  a  new  Chapter,  apply  for  a  dis- 
pensation to  hold  and  open  a  Chapter,  which  is  granted  ;  A.  B.  owes  one  year  or 
more  dues,  which  he  fails  to  pay  to  his  old  Chapter  ;  is  it  right  that  you  make  him 
an  active  member  in  a  new,  while  in  default  in  his  old  Chapter? 

The  practice  with  us  is  very  different,  and,  so  far,  has  been  entirely  satisfactory  in 
its  results  ;  it  is  as  follows  : — 

A  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  desire  to  foim  and  hold  a  Chap- 
ter, they  severally  resign  from  their  Chapters,  each  one  receiving  a  dimit  from  the 
Chapter  to  which  he  belonged,  said  dimit  being  a  clear  receipt  to  him  that  his  record 
with  that  Chapter  was  clear.  The  requisite  number  make  a  petition,  setting  forth 
their  wish,  nominate  their  officers,  sign  that  petition  and  deposit  it,  taitfi  Vieir  dimits, 
with  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  examines  the  same  and  presents  it  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter ;  it  is  usually  referred  to  the  Grand  Officers,  (elective,)  with  power  to  act  if  they 
find  the  companions  to  be  intelligent,  their  officers  versed  in  the  ritual,  their  ability 
to  purchase  regalia,  &c.,  and  their  place  of  meeting  unquestioned.  They  are  then 
constituted  and  become  a  regular  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

But  we  do  not  permit  that  any  one  can  belong  to  two  Chapters  at  the  same  time, 
or  where  they  can  leave  one  and  join  another  without  first  resigning,  which,  when 
done,  entitles  them  to  a  dimit. 

The  practice  in  California  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  Pennsylvania ;  we  not 
only  require  the  dimits  of  all  the  petitioners  to  accompany  the  petition,  but  we  require 
also  the  recommendation  of  the  Chapter  nearest  the  proposed  location  of  the  new 
one,  certifying  that  the  petitioners  are  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing,  and  that 
they  have  provided  a  suitable  hall  in  which  to  hold  their  meetings,  also,  a  certificate 
from  the  Grand  Lecturer,  or  some  present  or  Past  High  Priest,  known  to  be  skilled 
in  the  work,  to  the  effect,  that  the  companion  nominated  by  the  petitioners  for  the 
office  of  High  Priest,  is  qualified  to  confer  all  the  degrees  and  deliver  the  lectures 
appertaining  thereto. 

This  done,  the  Grand  High  Priest  may  grant  his  dispensation  to  form  and  open 
the  new  Chapter  and  hold  the  same  until  the  next  Annual  Convocation,  when  they 
are  required  to  submit  their  records  and  books  for  examination,  and,  if  all  is  satis- 
factory, the  Grand  Chapter  grants  them  a  charter. 

Under  the  head  of  Indiana,  he  quotes  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
relative  to  the  representative  system,  upon  which  he  says : — 

We  think  the  Grand  High  Priest  labors  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  import- 
ance of  representatives.  We  thought  as  he  did  once,  but  Companion  Wiogin  of 
California  converted  us.  Since  then  we  have  known  several  instances  where  posi- 
tive good  resulted  from  the  efforts  of  representatives  to  members  of  jurisdictiona 
away  from  home  who  called  upon  the  companion  credited  from  that  jarisdiction. 
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There  is  roach  more  in  thin  admirable  report  that  we  would  be  glad  to  extract 
and  comment  upon,  but  we  must  forbear,  for  we  have  already  exceeded  our  limits  ; 
bat  our  thanks  are  due  to  Comp.  Kelly  for  having  furnished  us  something  to  write 
about,  and  to  use  his  own  words,  we  hope  "he  won't  resign  and  may  never  die.'' 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address : 
Philadelphia. 

SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  held  its  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Charleston,  commencing  on  the  ninth  day  of  February,  1875, —the  M.\  E.\  Augustin 
T.  Smtthb,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R,\  £.:  M.  B.  Mosbb  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Twenty-eight  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  carefully  prepared  and  highly  interest, 
ing  paper.  He  announces  the  death  during  the  year  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
UoBEKT  Stbwabt  Bbums,  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  B.  Rush  CAMPBSLL,and  Past 
High  Priest  Andbkw  Raxsay,  Representative  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Scotland  ;  and  to  the  memory  of  each  of  these  distinguished  companions 
a  touching  and  eloquent  tribute  is  paid.  He  congratulates  the  companions  upon  the 
prosperous  and  harmonious  condition  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 
*' Ripples  there  have  been  upon  the  surface,  but  onlj^  ripples,  tending  but  to  give 
freshness  to  the  scene,  and  to  break  the  monotony,  and  impart  a  healthful  life  and 
interest."  He  states  that  their  relations  with  sister  jurisdictions  have  been  most 
pleasant,  and  that  nothing  has  occurred  to  mar  the  harmony  of  their  fraternal  inter- 
coarse. 

Dispensations  had  been  granted  for  the  formation  of  two  new  Chapters,  and  for 
the  resuscitation  uf  four  who  for  some  time  had  suspended  work.    A  large  number 
of  Representatives  were  commissioned  and  accredited  near  sister  Grand  Chapters 
among  whom  we  notice  the  name  of  Comp.  Chaulbs  Mausu  for  California.    In  this 
connection,  the  Grand  High  Priest  says:— 

While,  in  a  purely  practical  sense,  not  much  is,  perhaps,  actually  accomplished 
by  the  appoiniment  of  these  Grand  Representatives,  still,  the  interchange  of  friendly 
courtesy,  and  the  consequent  closer  union  which  it  tends  to  create  among  the  fra- 
ternity of  Grand  Chapters,  has  won  supporters  from  amidst  former  opponents,  until 
even  the  Old  Bay  State,  after  a  resistance  of  years,  has  recently  reconsidered  her 
former  positions  and  utterances,  and  endorsed  the  s)stem;  and  ii  may  be  noted  as  a 
matter  of  some  interest  that  the  first  Representative  acknowledged  by  her  was  the 
companion  accredited  by  South  Carolina. 

The  following  upon  the  uniformity  of  work,  and  the  use  of  ciphers  or  hiero. 
glypbiosyis  of  general  interest, and  we  print  it  entire,  with  our  hearty  concurrence : — 

"No  subject  has  attracted  more  attention,  or  received  more  thought  during  the 
past  year,  tuan  this  of  rendering  the  ritual  throughout  ihe  jurisdiction  uniform.  In 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  Convocation,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  my  own  settled  conviction,  i  issued  a  call,  on  the  29th  May  last,  to  the 
High  Priests  and  companions  for  all  the  written  copies  of  the  work  which  had  crept 
into  their  hands.  To  this  call  but  few  responded,  and  on  the  7th  of  September  last, 
I  issued  a  second  aud  more  peremptory  communicaiion,  citing  attention  to  the  imper- 
ative nature  of  the  resolutions  adopted.  To  this  latter  demand,  there  has  been  quite 
a  generalrespouse,  and  I  have  been  astonished  myself  at  the  magnitude  of  the  evil, 
althoughl  had  had  reason  to  believe  it  wide-spread. 

This,  however,  was  but  part  of  the  work  contemplated,  and  the  next  question  for 
serioas  deliberation  was  the  preparation  of  the  "  authorized  work  in  hieroglyphics," 
to  be  issued  to  the  subordinates.  Tiiis  matter,  however,  involved  two  considerations ; 
first,  whether  the  issuing  of  any  such  authorized  work  was  lawful,  and,  second,  whether 
any 'system  of  hieroglyphics  could  be  devised  by  us  which  would  be  a  safe  repository 
for  the  Mcreta  of  Freemasonry,  and  at  the  same  time  not  so  intricate  as  to  be  prac- 
tically useless  to  the  companions.  After  careful  thought,  both  queries  were  emphat- 
ically decided  in  the  negative. 

To  my  own  mind,  the  subject  admits  of  little  question  and  no  doubt.  Starting  out 
with  the  proposition  that  no  system  of  hieroglyphics  has  ever  been,  or  can  be, 
devised  by  man,  which  cannot  also  be  unravelled  by  man,  I  am  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  solemn  obligations  of  the  0.  B.,  which  we  all  remember,  and  around  which 
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T  can  see  no  road  of  escape.  Tf  It  be  answered  that  snch  a  system  can  be  devised  as 
would  be  practicall}',  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  safe,  becaufte  so  contrived  as 
to  render  the  labor  of  decipherinf(  too  great  for  the  result  to  be  obtained,  I  reply, 
that  the  principle  is  there  still  the  same,  but  that  even  granting  the  truth  of  the 
answer,  the  end  desired  fails  of  being  accomplished,  because  the  very  diflSculty  makes 
it  almost,  if  not  entirely,  useless  to  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  benefit.  Besides 
which,  if  the  Grand  Chapter  "anthorizes^'  any  sys^tem  of  hieroglyphics,  the  floodgate 
is  removed,  and  the  companions,  finding  that  the  higher  authority  has  seen  fit  to  avoid 
the  plain  and  evident  meaning  of  the  law,  andisAue  in  writing  its  work,  feels  relieved 
from  any  moral  obligation  in  the  matter,  and  the  result  will  be  a  multiplication  of  wri- 
tings in  one  cipher  and  another,  until  finally  we  return  to  the  identical  difficulty  which 
we  are  now  eradicating,  but  with  the  loss  of  the  vantage  ground  which  we  now 
occupy.  No ;  when  once  we  commence  to  quibble  with  the  law  and  our  conscience, 
we  enter  upon  a  tortuous  path,  from  which  there  is  no  return.  The  diflBculties  to  be 
overcome  are,  without  doubt,  great,  but  not  so  great  as  to  require  us  to  swerve  in  any 
manner  from  the  strict  path  of  duty. 

But,  besides,  experience  has,  I  think,  proved,  that  where  aids  are  liberally  fur- 
nished in  the  shape  of  rituals,  monitors,  etc.,  the  disposition  to  learn  the  work 
thoroughly,  so  as  to  be  able  to  exemplify  it  without  the  aid  of  a  book,  becomes  less 
and  less.  Resting  upon  these  artificial  props  (and  how  much  more  if  they  be  author- 
ized and  recognized  bv  the  Grand  Chapter),  the  officers  never  do  learn  their  work, 
and  we  exchange  a  little  more  exactness  to  set  phrases  for  that  freedom  and  impress- 
iveness  in  the  conferring  the  degrees,  which  can  alone  be  had  where  all  engaged 
know  thoroughly  the  parts  belonging  to  their  respective  stations. 

For  these  reasons  the  Grand  Council  have  been  unable  to  issne  any  system  of 
hieroglyphics,  and  the  matter  is  thus  laid  before  you  for  sober,  serious  thought,  trust- 
ing that  due  refiection  will  lead  you  to  the  same  conclusion  to  which  they  have 
arrived. 

The  question  then  returns,  if  this  plan  be  not  adopted,  in  what  manner  shall 
uniformity  in  the  work  be  attained  ?  Before  ofll^ring  any  snggestions,  in  answer  to 
this  query,  I  would  say,  that  this  matter  of  perfect  uniformity  in  the  work  has  always 
seemed  to  me  a  chimera,  which,  while  often  sought,  could  never  be  actually  realized. 
I  care  not  what  may  be  the  means  adopted,  whether  by  ritual,  by  lecturer,  or  by 
book,  so  long  as  men's  minds  differ,  and  God  gives  one  man  eloquence  and  intellect 
which  he  denies  to  another,  so  long  will  there  exist  differences  in  the  minor  details 
of  the  ritual  and  in  the  various  lectures.    But  if  the  work  in  its  main  features  be 

f»re8erved  intact,  if  in  all  matters  of  importance  uniformity  is  maintained,  we  obtain, 
n  my  opinion,  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary,  and,  in  fact  and  in  truth,  all  that  is 
really  possible. 

On  the  other  hand, it  is  requisite  that  some  method  should  be  devised  and  adopted 
of  instructing  the  companions  in  the  proj)er  ritual,  and  some  standard  established  to 
which  we  can  turn  for  correct  information.  I  have  thought  over  this  matter,  and  the 
most  feasible  plan  which  suggests  itself  to  me  is  the  following: 

We  now  have  fn  the  Grand  Chapter,  already  appointed,  custodians  of  the  work, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  ritual  is  kept  pure  and  uniform.  Now,  it  might  be 
made  the  duty  of  these  custodians  to  meet  regularly  once  a  year,  say  upon  the  day 
preceding  the  Annual  Convocation,  and  revise  this  work  among  themselves,  and  at 
some  convenient  time  during  the  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  through  their  chair- 
man, or  otherwise,  go  over  the  entire  work  in  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
During  such  exemplifications,  questions  might  be  asked  and  answered,  and  the 
result,  it  seems  to  me,  could  not  fail  to  be  most  instructive  to  all  present.  During 
the  interval  between  the  Annual  Convocations,  these  custodians,  selected  as  they  are 
from  different  sections  of  the  State,  would  be  in  reach  of  the  Craft,  and  could  be 
applied  to  at  any  time  for  information,  which  it  would  be  the  right  of  the  subordinate 
Cnapter  to  ask,  and  the  duty  of  the  custodians  to  impart.  Or,  arrangements  might 
be  made  by  any  Chapter  specially  desiring  instruction,  to  invite  one  of  the  custodians 
to  visit  them  at  some  convenient  season,  they  defraying  his  expenses.  Or,  should  it 
prove  impracticable  for  the  custodians  themselves  to  visit,  they  might  select  and 
appoint  some  suitable  companion,  who  would  be  willing,  and  able  so  to  command 
his  time  as  to  respond  to  the  calls  made  upon  him.  In  all  such  cases  the  expense  of 
the  visit  should  be,  of  course,  borne  by  the  Chapter  desiring  the  information.  By 
this  plan  all  the  subordinate  Chapters,  through  their  Representatives,  will  be 
instructed  in  the  whole  work  once  a  year,  while  dnring  the  interval  any  of  them 
desiring  information  can  procure  it  upon  due  application. 

The  plan  certainly  is  not  perfect,  and  can,  doubtless,  be  improved  upon.  To  my 
mind,  however,  faulty  as  it  may  be,  it  is  preferable,  by  far,  to  any  system  which 
recognizes  a  departure  from  the  strict  letter  of  our  obligation. 

Several  decisions  were  rendered,  but  as  they  were  all  in  accordance  with  Masonic 
law  and  usage,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  them.  The  Grand  Treasurer 
reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $386  86. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Comp.  J.  E.  Burke,  and  is  a 
very  creditable  paper.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-four  Grand  Chapters, 
making  copious  extracts,  but  few  comments. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.    Address :  Sumter. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee,  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Nashville,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1874,— the  M.\  E.', 
Joseph  M.  Anderson,  Grand  High  Priest,  presidiDg,  the  Hr.  K'.  John  Frikzell 
being  Grand  Secretary. 

Sixty-seven  chartered  Chapters  and  four  under  dispensation,  were  represented  at 
the  opening. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commences  his  address  without  any  "flourish  of  trump- 
ets," and  proceeds  at  once  to  business.  He  had  granted  four  dispensations  to  form 
new  Chapters,  and  several  special  dispensations  for  sundry  purposes.  The  charter 
of  one  Chapter  was  arrested,  but  subsequently  restored,  the  cause  of  complaint 
having  been  removed. 

We  find  nothing  of  general  interest  to  the  Craft  in  the  proceedings,  and  there  is 
no  Report  on  Correspondence, 

The  M.\  K\  Wilbur  F.  Foster  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,'.  E,\ 
John  Frizzell  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Nashville. 

WiSCX>NSIN. 
'The  twenty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  commencing  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  1875, — 
the  Jf.*.  E,'.  J.  H.  Evans,  (>rand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  John  W.  Wood- 
hull  being  Grand  Secretary.  Forty-four  chartered  Chapters  and  two  under  dia- 
pensation  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commences  his  Address  with  an  appropriate  allusion  to  the 
companions  who  have  gone  before  to  the  Celestial  Grand  Chapter  ;  among  whom  was, 
we  regret  to  say,  Comp.  Emmons  Taylor,  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of 
that  State.  Also,  Comp.  Erastus  Lewis,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Past  Grand 
King  Joseph  Keyes.  Death  appears  to  have  been  busy  in  this  jurisdiction  during 
the  past  year,  as  no  less  than  twenty  are  reported  to  have  died.  Two  dispensa- 
tions were  granted  for  the  organization  of  new  Chapters. 

Only  one  dispensation  was  granted  authorizing  the  degrees  to  be  conferred  in  a 
shorter  period  than  that  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  was  in  the  case  of 
an  officer  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  who  was  at  home  on  a  limited  furlough,  and  had  not 
time  to  go  through  the  regular  course. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  rendered  the  following  decisions  :— 

Ist.— Can  a  Master  Mason  who  has  lost  an  eye  be  legally  elected  to  receive  the 
degrees  in  a  Chapter  ? 

i>«ei(ied— That  the  loss  of  an  eye  does  not  prevent  a  fall  compliance  with  all  the 
requirements  in  Masonry,  hence  should  not  bar  a  Master  Mason  from  receiving  the 
Capitular  degrees. 

2d.  A  former  member  of  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  this  State,  removed  to  another 
jurisdictiou  where  he  affiliated  with  both  Lodge  and  Chapter ;  in  course  of  time  he 
returned  to  VVisconsin,  presented  his  diinit  and  petitioned  for  membership  in  his  first 
Lodge,  was  balloted  for  and  rejected.  Has  he  a  right  under  these  circumstances  to 
visit  a  Chanter? 

Decided^lhBX  the  Companion  being  presumptively  in  good  standing,  and  having 
complied  with  the  constitution  bo  far  as  he  could,  should  not  be  barred  the  right  to 
visit  a  Chapter  on  the  grouud  of  his  being  a  non-affiliate  Blue  Lodge  Mason. 

3d.  Does  the  right  to  appoint  proxies  for  representatives  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
rest  in  the  Chapter  or  the  Grand  Council  ? 

Decided— That  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  provides  that  "  every  sub- 
ordinate Chapter  shall  be  represented  by  its  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe,  or  their 
proxies"  ;  that  by  virtue  of  the  election  and  installation  of  these  officers,  the  power 
of  the  Chapter  for  representation  was  delegated,  and  that  an  election  of  proxies  by 
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the  Chapter  was  ▼oid,  nnlees  it  was  held  at  the  express  request  of  some  one  or  more 
members  of  the  Grand  Council  who  did  not  desire  to  take  the  responsibility  of  appoint- 
ing proxies. 

Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Vermont,  California} 
South  Carolina  and  New  Jersey, — ^Comp.  Chablbs  H.  Allbn,  of  San  Jose,  receiving 
the  appointinent  for  California. 

The  following  are  words  of  wisdom  and  should  be  heeded  :— 

Without  wishing  to  appear  as  interfering  with  the  prerogatives  of  Chapters,  I 
feel  called  upon  to  urge  upon  the  representative  Masons  here,  to  insist  upon  a  more 
rigid  examination  of  tbe  qualifications  of  candidates  for  the  Capitular  degrees. 

There  seems  to  be  a  general  desire  in  nearly  all  our  Chapters  to  increase  in  num- 
bers, even  though  it  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  material. 

We  want  no  negative  men;  but  only. those  of  whom  we  know  something  posi- 
tively good. 

We  should  always  have  in  mind  when  called  upon  to  csst  a  ballot,  that  Masonry 
is  not  a  reformatory  institution  ;  that  while  its  teaching  and  precepts  will  doubtless 
have  a  tendency  to  make  good  men  better,  it  was  never  intended  to  make  bad  men 
goo<}. 

Companion  Fox,  of  New  York,  expressed  the,  true  idea  when  ho  said  that 
**  Masonry  desires  no  strength  from  numbers  merely  ;  that  intelligence  and  virtue 
are  the  only  proper  prerequisites  for  admission  to  membership  ;  that  true  prosperity 
consists  in  the  cultivation  an<l  practice  of  the  moral  and  social  virtues,  a  more  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  history  and  customs  of  the  Craft,  and  a  willing  compliance 
with  the  obligations  of  Masonry  in  the  spirit  of  love,  honor  and  truth." 

When  a  candidate  seeks  admission  into  our  order,  and  we  And  after  careful  inves- 
tigation, that  we  are  willing  to  admit  him  into  social  relations  with  ourselves  and 
families,  it  is  a  pretty  safe  criterion  to  guide  us  in  balloting  for  his  admission  in.to 
the  Masonic  family.  If  we  find  that  the  character  of  the  applicant  will  not  bear 
that  test,  he  is  certainly  unfit  for  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  should  be  rejected. 

Apply  this  test  in  your  Chapters,  and  you  will  be  proud  ot  the  composition  of  its 
material  ;  a  lower  standard  will  admit  members  of  whom  you  will  have  cause  to 
regret  calling  companions,  and  be  |the  means  of  preventing  good  men  from  joining 
your  Chapter. 

Of  the  growth  and  condition  of  the' Order,  he  says: — 

Just  twenty-five  years  ago  the  representatives  of  three  small  and  weak  Chapters 
met  to  organize  this  Grand  Body.  Since  that  time,  a  steady,  uniform  and  healthful 
growth  has  characterized  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction  ;  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  report  that  peace,  harmony  and  prosperity  continue  to  prevail  among  all  our 
subordinates. 

Forty-five  Chapters  have  been  chartered. 

Of  this  number  but  one  has  gone  astray  and  surrendered  its  charter,  and  it,  like 
the  prodigal  son,  desires  to  return  to  its  father's  house,  where  there  is  bread  enough 
and  to  spare. 

We  can  assure  the  mUnna  one  that  a  warm  welcome  awaits  it ;  there  will  be  no 
envious  brother  ;  but  all  will  rejoice  and  be  happy  in  the  presence  of  our  united 
and  unbroken  household. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $2254  01 ;  this,  with  the  sum 
of  $1972  60  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  makes  the  very  comfort 
able  sum  of  $4226  61. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  allowing  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence the  same  pay  as  last  year,  which  was — nothing  at  all,  Comp.  Cottkill 
refusing  to  receive  any  remuneration  for  his  services  as  chairman  of  that  committee. 
His  report  for  this  year  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  many  good  ones  which  have  ema- 
nated from  his  pen.  He  is  not  an  extractor,  but  writes  his  report  out  in  full,  which 
shows  that  he  has  plenty  of  time  and  is  not  averse  to  labor.  He  reviews  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thirty-two  Grand  Chapters,  also  those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 
California  for  1874  receives  his  courteous  attention.  He  says  of  our  regulation  rela- 
tive to  physical  qualifications  that  it  is  "  clear  and  definite,  and  so  definite  that  it 
ooght  not  to  be  misunderstood,  while  at  the  same  time  it  correctly  declares  the  law.' 
He  says  of  our  resolution  relative  to  restoration,  after  suspension  by  a  Lodge,  that 
**  it  is  the  law  of  Michigan  as  well  as  California ;  it  is  senae  simply,  and  ought  to  be 
the  law  everywhere,"    He  further  says :— 
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The  very  sensible  and  highly  convenient  rule  exists  here  to  have  the  constitutional 
rules  of  the  Grand  Chapter  accord  with  the  constitutional  rules  of  the  Grand  Lodge , 
80  far  as  may  be.  Elsewhere  we  have  found  this  practice  criticized  ;  but  we  fail  to 
see  how,  upon  any  general  question  of  Masonic  jurisprudence,  there  can  be  a  rule 
in  the  Grand  Chapter,  Council  or  Commandery  differing  from  the  rule  on  the  same 
subject  in  the  Gfand  Lodge.  All  the  so-called  upper  degrees  have  their  base  and 
origin  in  the  symbolic  degrees ;  and  what  is  law  there  ought  to  be  held  to  be  the  law 
in  all  places  elsewhere. 

Of  our  Report  for  1874  he  speaks  in  the  following  complimentary  terms : — 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Wigoin,  delivered  a  masterly  Report  upon  Corre- 
spondence. It  is  seventy-four  pages  in  length,  and  reviews  fully  and  thoroughly 
thirty-four  volumes  of  proceedings.  It  didn't  shake  us  up  as  much  as  his  last  dia, 
being  now  somewhat  used  to  him  ;  but  it  frequently  called  forth  the  genume  laugh, 
which  maketh  fat  a  properly  put  up  man,  and  often  excited  a  feeling  of  comfortable- 
ness as  for  a  pleasure  tasted  and  enjoyed.  He  is  at  the  head  of  a  committee  of  five, 
but  they  let  him  do  all  the  writing.  If  they  should  all  take  a  hand  at  the  wheel,  in 
like  manner  with  the  chairman,  what  would  become  of  us,  the  other  reporters?  He 
comments  soundly  upon,  while  agreeing  to,  as  we  do,  a  late  decision  in  Arkansas, 
that  one  who  does  not  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul  ought  not  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Royal  Arch.  With  any  other  doctrine,  the  entire  weight  of  any  and  every 
Masonic  obligation  or  duty  becomes  a  feather  merely.  The  wonder  is  that  any 
Mason  should  need  ask  answer  of  such  a  question  of  the  Grand  High  Priest.  We 
should  as  soon  think  of  asking  whether  the  human  form  divine  bears  within  it  man 
or  beast. 

Relative  to  our  answer  to  a  question  by  a  brother  reporter,  as  to  why  we  had  no 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner,  he  says : — 

A  sprightly  defense  is  made  of  the  California  practice  of  having  no  Grand  Princi- 
pal Sojourner  in  its  Grand  Chapter.  It  is  said  that  be  is  useless,  as  Grand  Chapters 
confer  no  degrees,  and  that  he  belongs  only  to  the  subordinates,  because  it  is  his 
duty  to  lead  the  blind  by  a  way  they  know  not,  whereas  the  members  of  the  (vrand 
Chapter  are  supposed  to  see  their  way  clearly  and  to  know  the  path  in  which  they 
travel.  This  is  a  comforting  assurance  to  the*  Grand  Chapters ;  but  some  of  them — 
Arkansas,  for  instance — occasionally  confer  degrees,  and  if  we  judge  some  of  the 
Grand  Chapters  by  their  proceedings,  such  as  tolerating  substitutes,  the  borrowing 
and  lending  of  candidates,  and  other  abominations,  it  would  seem  a  good  thing  for 
them,  at  any  rate— even  if  California  don't  need  them— to  have  one  officer,  at  least, 
capable  of  taking  charge  of  the  blind. 

In  his  review  of  Connecticut  he  has  the  following  on  non-payment  of  dues,  which 
is  substantially  the  doctrine  we  have  always  preached  : — 

Large  discussion  is  made  as  to  whether  non-payment  of  dues  is  a  Masonic  crime, 
and,  in  this  connection,  of  the  meaning  of  the  term  Freemason.  The  question 
seems  easy  enough  to  us,  and  not  worth  a  tithe  of  the  ink  that  has  been  wasted  upon 
it.  It  costs  money  to  keep  up  and  furnish  our  Chapters,  warm  them,  light  them, 
and  pay  the  rent— and  always  must  there  be  funds  for  charity.  This  expense  should 
be  ratably  borne.  If  a  companion  will  not  aid  to  relieve  the  common  and  necessary 
burden,  cut  him  off.  Our  Grand  Lodge  rule  covers  it  all;  we  give  him  notice;  if  he 
don't  pay,  exclude  him  and  leave  him  unaffiliated.  If  he  won't  pay,  then  after  a 
year  deprive  him  of  his  Masonic  privileges.  This  applies  to  those  who  ought  but 
will  not  contribute.  If  the  companion  is  unable  to  pay,  then  let  his  Chapter  relieve 
him,  as  they  would  relieve  any  other  case  of  needed  charitv.  If  there  is  a  Chapter 
in  existence  that  would  deprive  a  needy  companion  of  Masonic  rights  for  non- 
payment of  dnes  that  he  is  unable  to  pay,  take  that  Chapter's  charter  away  until  ita 
members  learn  the  great  and  first  lesson  of  Masonry— Charity.  In  the  Constitution 
of  our  Grand  Chapter  suspension  simply  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  provided  for, 
but  not  to  be  made  until  after  due  notice  of  the  indebtedness. 

Under  the  head  of  Oregon,  he  says  of  Comp.  Patton  : — 

He  arranged  his  spectacles — we're  sorry  for  him  if  he  mnst  do  that — to  look 
Wigoin  over,  but  couldn't  even  find  out  whether  he  was  "  for  or  fornenst  the  doctrine 
that  a  Ro^al  Arch  Mason  shall  be  suspended  unless  he  affiliates  and  pungles  (what 
means  this  ?)  his  greenbacks  within  a  year."  Through  our  specs,  Wiogin^  remarks 
seem  quite  clear  jor  the  doctrine— wherein  he  is  sound,  provided  the  non-affiliation 
is  voluntary. 

We  would  gladly  linger  over  this  really  enjoyable  report,  but  we  have  neither 
time  nor  space  at  our  command.    WiBconsin  is  last,  but  not  least  upon  our  list,  and 
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time  and  the  printer  are  preasing  us.    For  another  year,  we  bid  Comp.  Cottrill 
adieu  with  oar  bleasing. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.    Address :  Mil- 
waukee. •-•*---•--:',, 


• 
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CONCLUSION. 

OompaniOKA— Another  year,  laden  with  its  joys  and  soiroiAsf  blifriDlIed  iiiito'lbe 
dark  gulf  of  the  past;  another  annual  task  is  aocomplishe(>,^|i:Ql;^;r(^H-iof  r^ady 
hours  of  weary  labor  is  before  you.  As  we  have  plodded  through  the  wilderness  of 
Masonic  literature  which  forms  the  basis  of  this  report,  we  have  plucked  for  your 
edification  such  flowers  as  grew  by  the  way-side,  not  doubting  that  you  will  appre- 
ciate their  beauty  and  give  heed  to  the  lessons  they  teach. 

We  have  also  presented  such  topics  of  interest,  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
great  confederacy  of  Grand  Chapters,  as  we  deemed  of  importance*  and  calculated 
to  affect  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Order.  We  have  sought  to  give  you  an 
insight  to  what  is  transpiring  in  the  Masonic  world  around  you,  and  to  chronicle  the 
events  which  form  a  part  of  our  contemporaneous  history.  Without  this  labor  on  our 
part,  you  would  have  little  knowledge  of  what  is  being  enacted  outside  of  your  own 
jurisdiction. 

To  the  thoughtless  and  superficial  Mason,  these  reports  are  considered  of  little 
value,  and  are  looked  upon  as  a  mass  of  dry  and  uninteresting  statistics,  not  worth 
the  time  spent  in  perusing  them.  But  to  the  reflecting,  sentient  companion,  they  pos- 
sess a  fund  of  interest  and  information  which  at  once  fixes  his  attention,  as  exhibit- 
ing the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  great  pulse  of  the  Order  beats  throughout  the 
Masonic  World. 

Here  are  recorded  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  various  juris- 
dictions in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  by  a  careful  study  of  these  acts,  the 
intelligent  companion  will  be  able  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  progress  of  the  Order 
and  its  development  in  each  jurisdiction. 

Were  we  to  enter  into  a  lengthy  and  elaborate  discussion  upon  all  the  topics  em- 
braced in  the  proceedings  before  us,  our  report  would  be  swelled  to  undue  dimen- 
sions. We  have,  therefore,  contented  ourself  with  presenting  them  briefly,  with  such 
comments  as  our  judgment  dictates,  for  your  information,  trusting  in  your  brotherly 
kindness  to  excuse  all  imperfections,  and  to  throw  the  mantle  of  charity  over  any 
errors  of  omission  or  commission  which  may  become  apparent.  To  our  brother 
reporters  whose  words  of  kindness  and  good  cheer  have  greeted  us  on  every  hand, 
we  extend  our  heartfelt  tlianks.  May  our  controversies  in  the  future  be  conducted 
with  the  same  degree  of  temperance,  courtesy  and  forbearance  which  has  character- 
ized them  in  the  past,  and  may  each  recurring  year  find  each  one  of  us  more  skilled 
in  the  Royal  Art,  more  zealous  in  practicing  and  promulgating  the  great  and  noble 
principles  upon  which  our  Order  is  based,  more  thoroughly  imbued  with  that  spirit 
of  charity  which  "  suffereth  long  and  is  kind,"  and  better  prepared  to  render  to  the 
Grbat  I  Am  a  faithful  account  of  the  stew.irdship  by  him  entrusted  to  our  hands. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

For  the  CommiUee. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  annonnced  the  following  committees  : — 

On  Finances :  On  Relums  : 

Comp.  William  Monroe  Petrie,  Comp.  Charles  Louis  Wiggin, 
"      Theodore  Edward  Smith,  '*      Ralph  Ellis, 

**      John  Whitton  Surface,  **      Charles  Fayette  McQlashan, 

•'       Wilbur  Justus  Wilcox,  "      James  Waters, 

'*      Benjamin  Franklin  Tuttle.  '*      John  Francis  Snow. 
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On  OkarUn :  On  Grigtances : 

Comp.  Jacob  Hart  Neff,  Comp.  James  Lawrence  English, 

•*      William  Thompson  Lnther,  "      Carnot  Conrtland  Mason, 

•\  *^ :  *  •lHEf lU AnZBi^itplayton ,  "      Thomas  Gross  Pockman, 

•  •\  \  ;(|9orje2^U;t Alder  HcKenzie,  "      John  Chaney  Partridge. 

Daniel  Porter* Bjstle.  "      LonisCohn. 


■  • 


• 


•**•  •f^wSif'^^'*  On  Paymerd  of  DdegaiBs : 


*    *  Ooinp;  4idi^lipAldrich  Bodgers,  Comp.  Adolphus  HoUab, 

**      Ralph  Ellis,  "      Jeremiah  Elken  Whitcher, 

'*      Frank  Doaglas  Head,  "      John  Sweany, 

"      Adoniram  Judson  Loomis,  *'      Thomas  Kyle, 

"      Joseph  Fairbanks  Wendell.  **      Lonis  WellendorlT. 

To  fill  yaoancioB  on  Committee  on  Jnrispmdence  : — 
Comps.  William  Sewall  Wells  and  Isaac  Sntvene  Titns. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  half  past  two  o'clock, 
this  afternoon. 


f  n  €mnd  (SHxA'^tt. 


Aptebnoqk'  Session,  ) 

Tuesday,  April  IIM,  A,  L  2406.  J 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  presiding. 

Comp.  James  Lawbence  Ekolish,  from  the  special  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  presented 
the  following  report : — 

To  ih«  M,\  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  OeUifomia  .*— 

Yonr  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  High 
Priest,  have  carefully  examined  it,  and  earnestly  urge  the  companions  present  to 
carefully  study  it,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  studied  by  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  this 
Jurisdiction.  We  recommend  that  the  several  subjects  alluded  to,  be  referred  as 
follows : — 

So  much  thereof  as  relates  to  .the  refusal  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  Howard 
Chapter,  No.  14,  to  appear  in  regalia  at  a  public  ball,  and  to  Loa  Angeles  Chapter, 
No.  33,  to  transact  business  tft  other  time  than  their  stated  meeting ;  as  also  so  much 
as  relates  to  the  revision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  to  the  Oonomittee 
on  Jurisprudence : 

So  much  thereof  as  relates  to  granting  of  dispensations  to  form  new  Chapters, 
to  the  Committee  on  Charters : 

So  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  amendments  to  By-Laws,  to  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws : 

To  a  special  committee  of  five,  so  much  of  the  address  as  relates  to  uniformity  of 
the  work,  and  the  paying  of  a  fixed  salary  to  the  Qrnnd  Lecturer : 
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And  to  a  speoiftl  oommiUee  of  three,  that  portion  of  the  address  relating  to  the 
death  of  our  late  Comp.  James  Aodison  Ellis,  Past  High  Priest  of  JHxon  Chapter^ 
No. -48. 

All  which  is  respectftdlj  sabmitted. 

Jaioes  Lawbbnck  English,) 

Jacob  Hart  Nefp,  >  OommiUee. 

IsAAO  SnTvism  Titub,        ) 

Which  report  "was  concurred  in. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  his  Annual  Beport,  as  follows : — 

To  the  M,\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  cf  Ckdifomia  :— 

The  andersigned  respectfnUj  presents  the  following  report  of  the  trAnsactions  of 
his  office  for  the  year  ending  January  31et,  1876  : — 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  close  of  the  last  Annual  'Convocation,  the  proceed- 
ings thereat  were  printed  and  the  usual  number  of  copies  were  distributed  to  the  sub- 
ordinate Chapters,  to  the  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  transmitted  to  all  the 
Grand  Chapters  with  which  we  are  in  communication. 

On  the  seTenteenth  day  of  March,  1875,  by  order  of  the  Jf.'.  E.\  Grand  High  Priest, 
a  dispensation  was  issued  to  Comps.  William  John  Houston,  Seftimds  Allbn  Clet>- 
T.AND,  Hbnry  Gkobob  Jamss  and  others,  to  form  and  open  a  Chapter  at  the  town  of 
Modesto,  County  of  Stanislaus,  to  be  called  Modesto  Chapter.  This  dispensation, 
having  been  granted  at  a  period  so  near  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, by  request  of  the  officers  aamed  therein,  was  continued  until  the  present  Annual 
Convocation. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  May,  1875,  by  order  of  the  Jf.*.  E,\  Grand  High  Priest,  a 
dispensation  was  granted  to  Oomps.  Jonathan  Doanb  Hines,  James  Allen  Day, 
Nathan  Weston  Blanchabd  and  others,  to  form  and  open  a  Chapter  at  San  Buena- 
ventura, County  of  Ventura,  lo  be  called  Ventura  Chapter ;  and  on  the  24th  day  of 
June,  1875,  by  order  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  a  dispensation  was  issued  to  Comps. 
John  Peck  Stbabns,  Geobgb  Edward  Childs,  Jacob  Parsons  and  others,  to  form 
and  open  a  Chapter  at  Santa  Barbara,  County  of  Santa  Barbara,  to  be  called  Corin- 
thian Chapter.  The  petitions  for  these  dispensations,  with  the  accompanying  papers 
required  by  the  Constitution,  the  Record  Books,  By-Laws,  and  returned  dispensations* 
together  with  petitions  for  their  perpetuation  by  charter,  are  herewith  submitted. 

The  following  special  dispensations  have  been  issued  by  order  of  the  M,\  E\ 
Grand  High  Priest  :— 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  1875,  to  Martinez  Chapter,  No.  31,  to  hold  an 
eleoiion  of  officers  at  a  time  other  than  that  specified  in  the  Constitution ;  and  on 
the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  1875,  to  CcUaoera^  Chapter,  No.  12,  for  the  same  purpose. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation,  the  Af.'.  E.\  Qrand  High  Priest 
issued  his  authorization  to  the  if.*.  E.\  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  to  constitute  Lcusen  Chapter,  No.  47,  and  install  its  officers,  and  to  the 
22.*.  Er.  Charles  Louis  Wiggin,  to  constitute  IHxon  Chapter,  No.  48,  and  install  its 
officers,  these  Chapters  having  had  Charters  granted  them  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
April  1S75.  The  companions  above  named  performed  the  duties  assigned  them,  and 
of  their  acts  made  due  return  to  this  office. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation  completed  the  fourth  volume  of 
the  transactions  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  one  hundred  copies  thereof  have  been 
bound  and  are  now  at  the  disposal  of  the  companions,  at  the  price  fixed  by  the 
Grand  Chapter,  viz.,  two  dollars  per  volume. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
for  the  past  year :— > 
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The  Grand  Secretary  in  cLccouni  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Caiifomia,  for  the 

year  ending  January  ^Ist,  1876. 

RBCEIPT& 

San  Francisco  Chftpter,  No.  1,  daes  in  foil  to  Janaary  Slat,  1876 $387  00 

Sonora  "  "    2,  **  "  "  "        98  50 

Sacramento  "  **    3,  "  "  "  *«        298  00 

California  "  "    6,  "  "  •*  "        488  60 

Nevada  "  "    6,  ••  "  "  "        110  00 

Sutter  "  "11,  "  "  •*  •*        126  00 

(Mlavfras  *•  "12,  "  •'  *'  "        70  60 

Washington  *•  "13,  "  "  •'  "        204  00 

Howard  *'  "14,  "  "  "  "        16100 

St.  James  "  "16,  "  *•  "  "        ..• 72  00 

Libanus  *•  "17,  *•  "  "  "        65  60 

Grasa  Valley  "  "18,  *•  ••  "  "        17100 

TrinUy  "  "19,  "  "  '«  "        69  50 

Franklin  *'  "20,  "  •*  "  "        82  60 

Sierra  "  "21,  "  "  "  "        67  50 

Petaluma  •*  "22,  "  "  "  "        84  50 

LaFayette  "  "24,  "  "  "  "        30  50 

Delta  '*  "27,  "  •*  *•  "        70  50 

Stockton  "  "28,  *  "  "  "        152  00 

Manzanita  "  "29,  **  "  •*  *«        76  50 

Napa  "  "30,  "  "  "  "        72  50 

Martinez  "  "31,  "  "  "  "        69  00 

Los  Angeles  "  "33,  "  "  "  "        107  00 

Naval  "  "35,  "  "  "  "        163  50 

Alameda  "  "36,  "  "  "  "        209  00 

Siloam  "  "37.  "  "  "  "        76  50 

Santa  Cruz  "  "38,  "  "  "  "        48  00 

Bonner  "  "39,  "  "  '*  *'        88  00 

RedBlvff  "  "40,  "  "  *'  "        107  00 

Temple  "  "41,  "  "  "  "        79  50 

Chico  "  "42.  "  "  "  •'        126  00 

Solano  "  "43,  "  "  "  "        72  00 

Yisalia  "  "44,  "  "  "  "        J  25  00 

Santa  Rosa  "  "45,  "  "  "  "       * 150  00 

Woodland  "  "46,  "  "  "  "        94  60 

Lasaen  "  "47,  "  "  "  "        ...  65*00 

Dixon  "  "48,  "  "  "  "        80  50 

Ventura  "  U.  D.  Fee  for  Dispensation 60  00 

Corinthian  "  "  "                  "            : 60  00 

Two  special  dispensations 10  00 

Eight  diplomas  issued 16  00 

Making  a  total  of $4550  60 

All  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  as  per  his  receipt  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

The  books,  vouchers  for  orders  drawn  upon  the  Grand  Treasurer,  letter-books 
and  papers  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  are  herewith  submitted  for  examination. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

Grand  Secretary, 


4< 
if 


1876.]  GRAND  CHAPTER  OP    CALIFORNIA.  103 

Which  report,  or  so  mnch  thereof  as  relates  to  finances,  "was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finances,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  dis- 
pensations and  charters,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charters. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  his  Annual  Report,  as  follows  : — 

Jb  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

The  undersigned  reapectfolly  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 

receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  since  the  last  Annual  Convoca-  . 

tion : — 

S.  T.  Graves,  Grand  7Vea«urer,  in  account  tpiih  the  Grand  Chapter 

DR.  of  California, 

1875. 

April  14.    To  balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report $3721  00 

1876. 

April  11.    To  cash  received  from  the  Grand  Secretary. . .  4550  00 

$8271  00 

1875.  CR. 

April  14.    By  cash  paid  delegates  in  attendance  at  Annual  Convo- 
cation, as  per  pay  roll $1123  00 

'*    14.    By  paid  Grand  Officers,  as  per  pay  roll 73  50 

21.         "        Grand  Guard,  voucher  No.  1 25  00 

21.         "       Appropriation  to  widow  of  Companion  Har- 

ville,  voucher  No.  2 500  00 

"    26.         "        Grand  Organist,    jucher  No.  3 25  00 

May   30.         "       Expenses  of  G;    ad  Secretary's  office,  vouch- 
to  ers  No.  4,  ^^9;  No.  5,  $34  25;  No.  8,  $20; 

Dec.    21.  No.  12,  $14;  No.  15,   50 147  25 

May    27.         "       for  portraits  of  Grand  High  Priests  January 

and  Da  vies,  vouchers  Nos.  6  and  16 150  00 

June     8.         "       printing  proceedings  G.  C,  voucher  No.  7....  708  00 

Aug.  19.         "        binding  "  "  •'  "9....  100  00 

Sept.  2t^.         *'        salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  April  1st  to  No- 
to  vember  30th,   vouchers  Nos.  10,  11,  13, 

Nov.  30.  and  14 800  00 

1876. 

Mar.   20.         "       balance    due  late  Grand  Treasurer,  voucher 

No.  17 99  63 

April  11.         "       salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  December,  January, 

February  and  March,  vouchers  Nos.  18, 19, 

20  and  21 400  00 

^         Balance  on  hand 4119  62 

$8271  00    $8271  00 

In  addition  to  the  cash  on  hand,  the  Grand  Treasurer  holds  four  hundred  and  fifty 
shares  of  stock  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Association,  the  par  value  of  which  is  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Of  the  cash  now  on  hand,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  is  in  silver  coin,  on  which 

the  Grand  Chapter  may  be  subjected  to  a  discount,  but  which  will  be  avoided  if 

possible. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  T.  GRAVES. 

Grand  Treasurer, 
Qks  Francisco,  April  11th,  1876. 

Which  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finances. 
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The  Qrand  Lecturer  presented  his  Annnal  Beport,  as  follows : — 

To  Vie  M.\  K:  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

I  herewith  sabmlt  a  report  of  my  official  acts  as  Grand  Lecturer  for  the  past  year, 
I  have  visited  and  instracted  the  following  Chapters  since  oar  last  annual  session, 
viz. : — 

Shasta,  Red  Bluff,  Chico,  MarysvUle,  Santa  Rosa,  and  Petaluma,  in  some  of 
which  wide  differences  from  the  established  work  were  found  to  exist.  I  am  happy 
to  report,  however,  a  ready  willingness  to  acquire  the  true  work,  and  the  exercise  of 
a  commendable  zeal  by  the  officers  and  companions  of  the  Chapters  referred  to. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  iast  Annual  Convocation,  I  went  to  Santa 
Barbara,  and  lectured  companions  there  with  reference  to  the  establiHhing  of  a  new 
Chapter;  also  a  number  of  companions  at  Sau  Buenaventura,  for  the  same  purpose; 
in  each  of  which  places  flourishiug  Chapters  have  since  been  established.  Of  the 
last  mentioned  especially  I  can  say,  that  a  Chapter  has  there  sprung  into  existence 
that  for  correctness  of  work  and  perfectness  of  appointments,  will  rank  high  among 
the  oldest  and  best  Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

On  the  twenty -fourth  day  of  June  last,  under  the  authority  of  the  M.\  E.',  Grand 
High  Priest, I  instituted  Xa«sen Chapter,  No.  47, at  Susan ville, Lassen  County,  installed 
its  officers,  and  remained  some  days  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  them.  The  inter- 
ests of  the  Royal  Craft  in  that  remote  district  are  intrusted  to  the  keeping  of  zealous 
Masons,  and  I  doubt  not  a  prosperous  future  awaits  the  Chapter  there. 

Id  a  semi-official  capacity  I  have,  during  the  year,  visited  several  other  Chapters 
of  the  State,  and  am  pleased  to  say  that  in  nearly  all,  the  good  results  of  the  regula- 
tion as  to  the  qualification  of  High  Priests  before  installation  were  apparent.  I  am 
sorry  to  report,  however,  that  that  resolution,  adopted  for  a  most  wise  purpose,  has 
in  too  many  instances  been  wholly  disregarded ;  but  thirty  of  the  forty-four  of  the 
chartered  Chapters  of  this  State  have  complied  with  it.  In  several,  no  doubt.  High 
Priests  holding  certificates  have  been  re-elected,  and  while  there  is  no  present  pro- 
vision for  cases  of  this  kind,  one  should  be  provided,  and  the  qualifications  and  con- 
formity  with  the  requirement  of  such,  be  recognized.  But  as  I  have  no  discretion  in 
the  matter  as  the  law  now  stands,  and  no  means  of  knowing  of  cases  of  re-elections, 
I  am  forced  to  report  all  delinquencies,  and  leave  the  settlement  of  the  matter  where 
it  justly  belongs,  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

No  certificates  have  been  asked  for  by,  nor  to  my  knowledge  issued  to,  High  Priests 
of  the  following  Chapters,  viz. :  Nos.  1,2,  7, 12, 15, 17,  26,  28,  31, 38, 35,38, 41,  and  44. 

The  object  of  the  rule  was  solely  to  secure  uniformity,  and  should  either  be  en- 
forced or  repealed,  The  good  resulting  to  the  Craft  from  a  similar  provision  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  Regulations  is  known  to  the  members  of  this  Grand  Chapter ;  also, 
that  several  years  were  required  to  bring  it  into  successful  operation  in  the  two 
hundred  subordinates  of  that  body.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  the  forty-four  Chap- 
ters  of  our  obedience  should  not  comply  with  the  requirement  at  once,  except  neg' 
lect,  or  tbonghtlessness.  I  cannot  believe  it  to  have  been  willftil  in  any,  and  have 
presented  the  matter  more  to  prevent  a  recurrence,  than  that  any  inconvenience 
should  result. 

During  the  past  six  years  I  have  had  opportunity  to  compare  our  system  of 

work  with  that  of  several  other  jurisdictions,  and  I  can  safely  say,  that  for  fullness 

and  correctness  of  ceremonial  and  diction,  I  found  none  to  compare  with  it,  and,  in 

several  instances,  the  fact  was  frankly  acknowledged.    Then  let  it  be  our  united 

purpose,  companions,  not  only  to  preserve  it  in  its  original  purity,  but  also  to  secure 

a  more  perfect  uniformity  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

THOMAS  H.  CASWELL, 

Grand  Ijectwrer. 
Which  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jnrispradenoe. 
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A  petition  was  received  from  Calaveras  Chapter,  No.  12,  asking 
that  its  name  be  changed  to  Merced  Chapter,  No.  12. 

Which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  appointment  of  the  follow- 
ing special  committees :  — 

iComp.  Alezaoder  Qardon  Abell, 
"  Carnot  Conrtland  MasoD, 
"      Thomas  Habbard  Caswell. 


On  Uniformity  of  Work 


Comp.  William  Abraham  Davies, 
"      William  Sewall  Wells, 
•«     Daniel  Porter  Bystle, 
*'      George  Helrn  Gilbert, 
Henry  Say  re  Orme. 


ti 


On  motion  of  Comp.  William  Sewall  Wblls,  the  election  of 
Grand  Officers  was  made  the  special  order  for  half  past  two  o'clock 
to-morrow  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  Wrunr  Jambs  Tinnin,  the  Grand  Leotnrer 
was  requested  to  exemplify  the  work  in  the  degrees  of  Fast  Master 
and  Most  Excellent  Master  this  evening  at  half  past  seven  o'clock. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  half  past  seven  o'clock 
this  evening  for  the  exemplification  of  the  work,  and  until  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning  for  the  dispatch  of  business. 


in  (^vmA  (Ei\m^tt» 


EVENINO  SeSSIOK,  } 

Tuesday,  AprU  lltk,  A.  L  2406.  j 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  seven  and  a  half  o'clock. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  took  the  chair,  and,  with  his  assistants,  exem- 
plified the  work  in  the  degrees  of  Fast  Master  and  Most  Excellent 
Master. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  half -past  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


106  PBOOEEDmas  of  the  [April  12, 


|n  ^xmA  §\mi(fiu. 


MoBNiKa  Session,  ) 

Wednesday,  April  12th,  A.  L  2406.  J 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  half -past  ten  o'clock,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  sessions  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Comp.  Jacob  Habt  Neff,  from  the  Committee  on  Charters,  pre- 
sented the  following  reports : — 

To  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California:— 

Your  Committee  on  Charters,  to  whom  were  referred  the  books  and  papers  rela- 
tive to  Modesto  Chapter,  under  dispensation,  at  Modesto,  Stanislaus  County,  Ventura 
Chapter,  under  dispensation,  at  San  Buenaventura,  Ventura  County,  and  Co7'inthian 
Chapter,  under  dispensation,  at  Santa  Barbara,  Santa  Barbara  County,  have  carefully 
examined  the  records,  books  and  papers  submitted  to  them,  and  respectfully  report 
that  they  find  them  kept  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution. 
The  record  books  of  Modesto  and  Corinthian  Chapters  are  neatly  kept,  while  that  of 
Ventura  Chapter  is  a  model  of  excellence. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: — 
Resoltedj  That  Charters  be  granted  Modesto,  Ventura  and  CorintJiian  Chapters, 
and  that  they  be  numbered  in  accordance  with  the  dates  of  their  respective  dispen- 
sations. 


To  the  Mr.  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

Your  Committee  on  Charters,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Calaveras 
Chapter,  No.  12,  to  change  its  name  to  that  of  Merced  Chapter,  No.  12,  have  care- 
fully considered  the  same,  and  respectfully  report  that  in  their  opinion  the  request 
should  be  granted.  We  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  and  recommend 
its  adoption: — 

Remtted,  That  the  name  of  Calaveras  Chapter,  No.  12,  be,  and  is  hereby  changed 
to  that  of  Merced  Chapter,  No.  12,  and  that  the  charter  of  said  Chapter  be  immedi- 
ately forwarded  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  that  the  necessary  indorsement  may  be 
made  thereon. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Jacob  H.  Nbff, 
William  T.  Luther, 
Geokoe  a.  McKenzie, 
Daniel  P.  Bystle, 
William  B.  Clayton, 


Committee, 


Which  reports  were  concurred  in,  and  the  accompanying  resolu- 
tions were  adopted. 

Comp.  Chables  Louis  Wiogin,  from  the  Committee  on  Returns, 
presented  the  following  report: — 

To  the  Mr.  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California:— 

The  undersigned  respectfully  report  that  returns  from  all  the  Chapters  have  been 
received,  and  although  in  many  of  them  errors  have  occurred,  yet  the  corrections 
have  been  promptly  made  by  the  Secretaries  when  called  to  their  notice. 
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The  dues  of  each  are  set  opposite  their  respective  names. 
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8an  Francisco,  No.  1, $296  00 

Sonora, 

Sacramento, 

California, 

Nevada, 

Benicia, 

Shasta, 

SuUer, 

Calaveras, 

Washington, 

Howard, 

Cyrus, 

Saint  James, 

Libanus, 

Grass  VaUey, 

Trinity, 

FranJdin, 

Sierra, 

Pelaluma, 

Oliver, 

La  Fayette, 

Oeorgetovm, 

Oakland, 

Delta, 

Stockton, 

Manzanita, 

Napa, 

Martinez, 

Los  Angeles, 

AUuras, 

Naval, 

Alameda, 

SUoam, 

Santa  Cruz, 

JDonner, 

lied  Bluff, 

Temple, 

Chico, 

Solano, 

Visalia, 

Santa  Rosa, 

Woodland, 

Lassen, 

Dixon, 

Modesto, 

Ventura, 

Corinthian, 


2, 7100 

3 214  00 

6, 359  00 

6, 81  00 

7, 31  00 

9, 67  00 

11 •. 90  00 

12 61  00 

13 150  00 

U, 112  00 

15, 58  DO 

16, 52  00 

17, 41  00 

18, 130  00 

19, 65  00 

20 59  00 

21 47  00 

22 63  00 

23 29  00 

24, 21  00 

25 44  00 

26 88  00 

27 55  00 

28 109  00 

29 61  00 

30, 63  00 

31, 61  00 

33, 78  00 

34, 48  00 

35, 119  00 

36 160  00 

37 56  00 

38, 32  00 

39 69  00 

40, 83  00 

41, 61  00 

42, 93  00 

43, 6800 

44, 102  00 

4.5, 123  00 

46,.. : 67  00 

47 49  00 

48, 63  00 

U.  D 48  00 

U.  D 73  00 

U.  D., 42  00 
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Bep. 
'   Fund. 

$  91  00 

27  00 
84  00 
129  50 
29  00 
12  0^ 
23  60 
36  00 

19  50 
54  00 
49  00 

22  50 

20  00 
14  50 
41  00 
14  50 

23  50 

20  50 

21  50 

14  00 
9  50 

18  60 
33  50 

15  50 

43  00 
25  50 

19  60 

18  00 
29  00 

15  00 

44  50 
49  00 

20  60 

16  00 

19  00 

24  00 

18  50 
33  00 

19  00 
23  00 
27  00 
27  50 

16  00 

17  50 
10  00 
12  50 
12  00 


TotaL 

$387  00 

98  00 

298  00 

488  50 

110  00 

43  00 

50  00 

126  00 

70  50 

204  00 

161  00 

.    80  50 

72  00 

55  50 

171  00 

69  60 
82  60 
67  60 

84  60 
43  00 
30  50 

62  50 
121  50 

70  60 
152  00 

76  50 

72  50 

69  00 

107  00 

63  00 
163  50 
209  00 

76  50 

48  00 

88  00 

107  00 

79  50 
126  00 

72  00 

125  00 

150  00 

94  50 

65  00 

80  60 
58  00 

85  60 
54  00 


Making  a  total  of 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


.$3137  00      $1302  00      $4499  00 


Charles  Louis  Wigoin, 
Ralph  Ellis, 
Charlks  F.  McGlashan, 
James  Waters, 
John  P.  Snow, 


Committee. 
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Which  report  was  concnrred  in, 

Comp.  WHiiiiAM  Abraham  Dayibs,  from  the  special  committee  on 
uniformity  of  work,  presented  the  following  report: — 

To  the  M.'.  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  Caiifomia:— 

Yoar  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  relating  to  the  work  of  the  jarisdiction,  and  the  advisability  of  adopting  means 
to  preserve  and  perpetaate  it,  have  given  the  subject  such  attention  as  the  brief  time 
allotted  to  them  would  permit  In  its  consideration,  we  have  endeavored  to  arrive 
at  conclusions  which  would  equalize  the  barden  of  a  system  of  especial  need  to  our 
young  Chapters,  and  of  decided  benefit  to  all.  The  Grand  Chapter,  in  issuing  char- 
ters to  its  subordinates,  has  assumed  a  guardianship  which  carries  with  it  grave  re- 
sponsibilities, and  no  one  of  more  importance  than  the  preservation  of  its  ritaal  and 
ceremonies.  Our  experience  in  other  associations  of  Masons  teaches  us  that  to  as- 
sure uniformity  and  preserve  the  text,  there  must  be  supervision  and  occasional 
inspection.  The  lack  of  work,  the  varied  qualifications  of  officers,  and  other  canses, 
are  continually  operating  (especially  in  young  bodies)  to  dit-arrange  and  confttse 
the  memories  of  those  to  whom  is  confided  the  unwritten  work  and  ceremonials. 
The  Grand  Chapter,  by  taking  action  now,  may  prevent  much  discord  and 'confusion 
among  the  workmen,  and  preserve  for  our  jurisdiction  the  true  history  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry.  The  legislation  required  is  simple,  and  we  are  abundantly  able  to  try  an 
experiment  which  promises  so  good  a  return.  We  add  that  we  believe  it  will  resolt 
in  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  yield  financial  remune- 
ration to  the  Chapters,  more  than  equaling  the  expenditure  required.  We  therefore 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: — 

Beeolced,  That  the  Grand  Lecturer  shall  receive  a  salary  for  the  year  ending 
April  30, 1877,  of  $1200;  he  shall  visit  any  Chapter  requiring  his  services,  upon  receiv- 
ing notice,  and  shall  receive  from  sai^  Chapter  his  actual  traveling  expenses;  he  shall 
visit  as  many  of  the  Chapters  during  the  year  as  his  time  will  permit,  and  report 
their  condition  at  the  next  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


WiLLIAH  A.  DaTIES, 

William  S.  Wblls, 
Danikl  p.  Btstlb, 
Georgb  Hbibn  Gilbert, 
H.  S.  Ormb, 


OommiUee, 


Which  report  was  concnrred  in,  except  so  much  thereof  as  relates 
to  the  appropriation  of  moneys,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finances. 

Comp.  AiiBX.  GuBDON  Abell,  from  the  special  committee  on  that 
portion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  Address  relative  to  the  death  of 
Comp.  Jambs  Addibok  ElijIS,  presented  the  following  report: — 

ToiheM.'.  E.'.  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  address  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  which  refers  to  the  decease  of  our  late  Companion,  James  Addiron 
Ellis,  Past  High  Priest  of  JHxon  Chapter,  No.  48,  mournftally  join  with  our  presid- 
ing officer  in  the  expression  of  sorrowful  regret  with  which  the  news  of  the  demise 
of  that  most  worthy  and  excellent  companion  was  received,  and  beg  leave  to  olTer 
the  following  resolutions: — 

Besotted,  That  by  the  death  of  Comp.  Ellis  our  Craft  has  lost  an  earnest,  honest, 
faithful,  and  well  beloved  member,  whose  memory  will  long  remain  with  ns  as  that  of 
one  who  sought  well  to  fulfill  all  his  datiea,  in  every  sphere,  as  Mason,  citizen,  hus- 
band, and  father. 
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Sesolved,  That  onr  tenderest  condolenceR  are  offered  to  the  widow  and  children 
of  oar  deceased  friend  and  companion,  with  the  earnest  assurance  that  nothing 
which  can  alleviate  their  sorrow  and  distress  shall  be  left  aodone  by  the  companions 
who  so  well  loved  and  esteemed  him  during  life. 

Besolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going to  the  widow  of  oar  late  companion. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Alex.  G.  Abell,] 

T.  H.  Caswell,   V  Committee. 

C.  C.  Mason,        ) 

Which  report  was  concnrred  in  and  the  accompanying  resolutions 
were  adopted. 

Gomp.  William  Monboe  Pbtbib,  from  the  Committee  on  Finances, 
presented  the  following  report : — 

To  ike  Jf.\  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

Your  Committee  on  Finances  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
accounts,  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary,  and  find 
them  to  be  correct  in  every  particular. 

The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  January  31st,  1876,  were  as  follows : — 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer  at  date  of  last  report, 13721  00 

Dues  from  subordinate  Chapters, 4404  50 

Dispensations  to  form  new  Chapters, 120  00 

Two  special  dispensations, 10  00 

Eight  diplomas 16  00 

Total $82  71  60 . 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Expenses  of  delegates  at  Annual  Convocation  of  1875, $1123  00 

Expenses  of  Grand  Officers,  1875, 73  50 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary, 1200  00 

Grand  Guard,  services, 25  00 

Appropriation  to  Mrs.  Harville 500  00 

S.  D.  Mayer,  Grand  Organist, 25  00 

Frank  Eastman,  printing, 43  00 

S.  W.  Shaw,  portrait  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  W.  A.  January, 75  00 

Payot,  Upham  A  Co.,  stationery 34  26 

Expenses  of  Grand  Secretary's  olflce, 70  00 

Printing  proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter, 708  00 

Binding  proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter, 100  00 

8.  W.  Shaw,  portrait  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  W.  A.  Davies, 75  00 

Over  draft  on  J.  B.  Scotchleb,  late  Grand  Treasurer, 99  63 

BaUnce  in  hands  of  Treasurer .* 4120  12 

ToUl, $8,271  50 

Tour  committee  would  recommend  the  following  appropriations:— 

For  printing  proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter, $  750  00 

For  expenses  of  Delegates  and  Grand  Officers, 1200  00 

For  salary  of  Grand  Secretary, 1200  00 

For  salary  of  Grand  Lecturer, 1000  00 

For  expenses  of  Grand  Secretary's  office, 100  00 

For  Grand  Guard 25  00 

For  Grand  Organist, 25  00 

Total, $4,300  00 
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Your  committee  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  their  unqualified  approval  of 

the  neat  and  concise  manner  in  which  the  books  of  the  Chapter  have  been  kept. 

All  which  ia  respectfully  submitted. 

William  M.  Petrie, 
W.  J.  Wilcox, 
J.  W.  Surface, 

B.   F.   TUTTLE, 

Theodore  E.  Smith, 


CommiUee. 


Which  report  was  concnrred  in. 

Comp.  Edwin  AiiDBiOH  Bodgebs,  from  the  Committee  on  By-Laws, 
presented  the  following  report : — 

To  (he  M.\  E.',  Grand  Chapter  of  California:— 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  address  of  the  Mr.  E.\ 
Grand  High  Priest  relating  to  the  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  various  subordi- 
nate Chapters,  have  carefully  considered  the  same  and  respectfully  report  as  follows: 

We  find  that  the  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Temple  Chapter,  No.  41,  Dixon 
Chapter,  No.  48,  and  Lassen  Chapter,  No.  47,  approved  by  the  M.\  E.:  High  Priest, 
relate  merely  to  dues  and  time  of  meetings,  and  are  in  conformity  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Grand  Chapter.  We  therefore  recommend  their  adoption.  We  have  also 
examined  the  By-Laws  of  Oakland  Chapter,  No.  2G,  and  approve  of  the  same,  ex- 
cepting Sections  2  and  3  of  Article  111,  which  we  disapprove,  because,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  this  committee,  they  are  not  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  The  sections  referred  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  the  Guard  by  the 
High  Priest,  and  of  the  other  subordinate  officers  by  the  Council,  and  also  provide 
that  they  shall  hold  their  offices  during, the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  High  Priest  and 
Council,  respectively,  while  the  Constitution,  as  your  committee  interpret  it,  pro- 
vides that  those  officers,  when  once  appointed  and  installed,  shall  hold  until  their 
successors  are  duly  appointed  and  installed  by  the  succeeding  Council. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Edwin  Aldrich  Rodqees, 
A.  J.  LooMis, 
F.  D.  Mead, 
Ralph  Ellis, 
J.  F.  Wendell, 


CommiUee. 


Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Comp.  Wiley  James  Tiknin  submitted  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  a  monrniog  page  be  set  apart,  each  year  in  our  proceedings,  upon 
which  Fhall  be  recorded  the  names  of  ail  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  who  may 
die  during  the  year. 

Which  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  credentials  of  Comp.  Georob 
Clement  Pebkinb  as  Bepresentative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon  ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Comp.  Isaac  Sutyene  Trrus,  Comp.  Perkins  was 
duly  accredited  as  such  Bepresentative. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  half-past  one  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  presiding. 

Comp.  AbOLPHTTS  HoiiiiUB,  from  the  Special  Committee  npon  the 
Payment  of  Delegates,  presented  the  following  report : — 

To  the  M.\  E.'.  Grand  Chapter  of  California : — 

Yoar  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  apportionment  of  the  Representative 
Fnnd,  have  performed  the  doty  assigned  them,  and  recommend  that  the  following 
arooanta  be  allowed  the  delegates  of  the  Chapters  represented  :— 
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II 
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II 
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II 


San  FranciscOt  No.  1,. $  6  00 

Sonorar 

Sacramento, 

California, 

2i'etada, 

Benicia, 

Shasta, 

SijUler, 

Calaveras, 

Howard, 

Cyrus,' 

SaUit  James, 

Libamu, 

Grass  Valley, 

TrinUy, 

Franklin, 

Sierra, 

La  Fayette, 

Georgetovm, 

Oakland, 

Ddta, 


2, 29  00 

3, U  00 

5, 6  00 

6, 29  26 

7, 8  00 

9, 34  50 

"11 27  00 

"  12, 21  00 

*•  U, 10  00 

"  16, 68  00 

"  16, 25  00 

"  17, 26  00 

"18, 27  60 

"  19, 46  00 

"20 23  00 

"21 60  00 

"24 40  00 

"25, 25  00 

"  26, 6  50 

"27, 20  00 


Stockton, 

Napa, 

Los  Angeles, 

AUuras, 

Naval, 

Alameda, 

Siloam, 

Bonner, 

Red  muff. 

Temple, 

Chioo, 

Solano, 

Visalia, 

m 

Santa  Bosa, 

Woodland, 

Lassen, 

Dixon, 

Modesto, 

Ventura, 

Corinlhian, 


No.  28, 13  00 

30, 10  00 

33 49  00 

34, 60  00 

35, 8  00 

36, 6  60 

37, 21  50 

39 32  00 

40 27  00 

41, 16  00 

42, 23  00 

43,..* 10  60 

U 43  00 

45 10  00 

46, 14  60 

47, 67  00 

48 12  50 

U.*D 16  00 

U.  D., 30  00 

U.  D., .  26  00 
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And  that  the  following  be  allowed  the  Grand  Officers  in  attendance  : — 

Grand  High  Priest, $  6  00 

Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 6  00 

Grand  King 10  00 

Grand  Treaanrer, 6  00 


$1047  25 


Grand  Chaplain 6  00 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  46  00 
Grand  Lecturer, 30  00 


All  which  is  respectfally  sabmitted. 


$110  00 
$n57  26 


AdOLPHUS  HOLLITB, 

J.  E.  Whitohbh, 
John  Bwbany, 
Thomas  Kyle, 
Louis  Wbllendorff,  . 


Committee, 


Which  report  was  oononrred  in. 
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The  Grand  Lecturer,  bj  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  then 
explained  certain  matters  relative  to  tie  work. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  Wili^iam  Abraham  Dayies,  the  special  order, 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  was  postponed  for  half  an  hour. 

Comp.  WniiiiAH  SewaiiIi  Wells,  from  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence, presented  the  following  report  :— 

To  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  (Mifomia,  .— 

Yoar  Committee  on  Jarispradence,  to  whom  was  referred  certain  portions  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest's  Address,  have  carefally  considered  the  same  and  respectfully 
report  — 

That  the  action  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  refusing  to  grant  a  dispensation  to 
Hoicard  Chapter,  No.  14,  to  appear  in  regalia  at  a  public  ball,  was,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  eminently  proper  and  worthy  to  be  regarded  as  a  standing  rule: 

That  the  reasons  for  the  refusal  to  grant  permission  to  Los  Angeles  Chapter,  No. 
33^  to  transact  bnsiness  at  a  time  other  than  the  regular  stated  meeting  of  the  Chap- 
ter, justify  the  action  of  the  Grand  High  Priest: 

That  so  much  as  refers  to  a  revisal  of  the  Constitution,  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee  of  three,  to  report  at  the  next  Annual  Conclave: 

That  they  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  approve  the 
flame,  but  as  the  Grand  Chapter  have  already  taken  action  thereon,  we  deem  no 
further  report  or  recommendation  necessary. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Javis  Lawrcnoe  Ekglish, 
William  Skwall  Wblls, 
Geo.  T.  Obimbs. 
Jacob  Habt  Neff, 
Isaac  Sutvbnb  Titus, 


CommitUe, 


Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  appointment  of  the  follow- 
ing committee — • 

'  Comp.  William  Abraham  Daviea, 
On  BevisUm  of  the  ConstUuiion: 


(I 


Isaac  Sntvene  Titus, 
George  Tuttle  Grimes. 


The  hour  for  the  special  order — the  election  of  Grand  Officers — 
having  arrived,  the  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  as  tellers,  Comps. 
William  Monbob  Petrie,  Louis  Cohn,  and  John  Fbangib  Snow, 
and  the  Grand  Chapter  proceeded  to  ballot,  with  the  following  result : 

The  M,;  K\  Alexamdbb  Gubdon  Abell  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest ; 
"   li,',  E.\  Henry  Hay  Knapp  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest ; 
*'   R.\  E,'.  John  Mills  Brownb  was  elected  Grand  King ; 
*•   R,',  E.\  Nathan  Weston  Spauldino  was  ftlected  Grand  Scribe  ; 

R.\  K',  HiBAM  Thboop  Graves  was  re-elected  Grand  Treasurer ; 

li.\  E.\  Chablbs  Louis  Wiaour  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 


<i 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  elect  annonnced  the  following  appoint- 
ments for  the  ensuing  year : — 

As  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  Oomp.  Wilbt  James  Tiknin  ; 
**  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,  Comp.  Henry  Saybe  Orme  ; 
"  Grand  Chaplain,  Comp.  Samuel  Graves; 
**  Grand  Lecturer,  Comp.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell  ; 
"  Grand  Organist,  Comp.  Samuel  Datid  Mayer  ; 
'*  Grand  Gaard,  Comp.  Ira  Colburn  Root. 

The  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers  were  then  duly 
installed  in  their  respective  statidhs  by  the  M^\  E,\  WiiiLiAii  Thomas 
BetnoiiDS,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  assisted  by  the  M*\  E,\  WiiiLiau 
Abraham  Dayi£S,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  appointment  of  the  follow- 
ing standing  committees  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 

On  Jurisprudence :  On  Correspondence : 

Comp.  James  Lawrence  English,  Comp.  Charles  Louis  Wiggin, 
"      George  Tattle  Grimes,  *'      Edwin  Aldrich  Rodgers, 

**      Jacob  Hart  Neff,  "      Thomas  Mein, 

**      William  Abraham  Davies,  "      Daniel  Porter  Bjstle, 

"      William  Alexander  January.  "      Wllbar  Justns  Wilcox. 

On  motion  of  Oomp.  Isaao  Sutvene  Titus,  the  M.'/E.\  Wii^liam 
Thomas  Beynolds,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  was  requested  to  sit  for 
his  portrait,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  instructed  to  have  it  placed 
in  the  gallery  of  portraits. 

On  motion  of  Oomp.  William  Thomas  Beynolds,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  was  requested  to  have  prepared  «n  installation  service,  for  the 
use  of  the  Grand  Ohapter. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Ohapter  being  all  completed,  the  min- 
utes of  the  day  were  read  and  approved/and,  after  prayer  by  the  Grand 
Ohaplain,  and  appropriate  music  by  the  choir,  the  Grand  Ohapter  of 
Galifomia  was  closed  in  ^mpU  ^om. 

ALEX.  GUBDON  ABELL, 

Grand  High  Priest, 
Attest: 

Ohables  Louis  Wiooin, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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]^i0  Mounting   S^0^> 


BY  ORDEB  OF  THE 


MOST  mxcMM^iM^tT  CTfltfjT*  cm*9rmm 


or  THJB  BTATJB  OF  CALIFOBiriA, 


IB  amOX  TO  TBB 


Memory  of  our  lamented  Companion, 


3ame0  ^blrigon  €Ui0. 


PA8T  HIQH  PRIEST  OF  DIXON  CHAPTER,  No.  48, 

Who  was  bom  in  Montioello,  Lewis  Connly,  Hissonriy 
May  first,  A.  D.  1842, 

AHD 

Who  died  in  fhe  town  of  Dixon,  Solano  Ooimly,  Galifon^ 
on  the  serenth  day  of  April,  A.  P.,  1876, 

aged  thirty-four  yean. 


Faithful  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  daties  here, 

HI  HAS  OOHB  TO  BEOEZYE  HIS  BSWABD. 


ik 


J 
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GENERAL  REGULATIONS. 


1.  The  Degree  of  Past  Master  must  be  conferred  upon  all  candidates  who  have 
previously  had  the  degree  conferred  upon  them  in  a  convocation  of  Past  Masters,  by 
virtue  of  an  election  to  preside  over  a  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

2.  All  the  Chapters  under  this  jurisdiction  are  required,  in  the  conferring  of 
degrees,  to  conform  to  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  Special  Con- 
vocation ^1  Beptomber,  1855. 

3.  Every  Mark  Master  attached  to  a  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  must,  within 
six  months  after  his  admission,  select  his  mark,  and  record  the  same  in  a  Book  of 
Marks,  kept  by  the  Chapter  for  that  purpose ;  and  it  is  made  the  special  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  each  Chapter  to  see  that  this  regulation  is  complied  with. 

4.  The  term  "nearest  Chapter,"  used  in  the  Constitution,  means  th^  nearest  by 
geographical  measurement. 

5.  No  Masonic  communication  shall  be  held  with  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  who  stands 
suspended  as  a  Master  Mason,  for  any  cause. 

6.  Each  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  its  annual  dues, 
the  sum  of  fifty  cents  for  each  Boyal  Arch  Mason  borne  upon  its  roll  at  the  date  of 
its  annual  report,  which  additional  assessment  shall  be  used  as  a  fund  to  defray  the 
actual  expenses  of  one  delegate  from  each  Chapter  represented  at  the  aminal  con- 
vocations of  the  Grand  Chapter,  (he  same  to  be  apportioned  by  a  special  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 

7.  Whenever  two  or  more  Chapters  exist  in  any  city  or  town  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  such  Chapters  to  notify  the  other  or  others  exist- 
ing in  the  same  place  of  all  applications  presented  to  it  for  the  degrees. 

8.  That  the  Grand  High  Priest  be  requested  to  appoint  a  Grand  Lecturer,  who 
will  be  authorized  to  teach  and  instruct  the  subordinate  Chapters  in  conformity  with 
the  ritual  adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Special  Convocation  in  September, 
1855. 

9.  When,  after  an  election  of  an  applicant  to  receive  the  Chapter  degrees,  and  he 
has  received  the  Mark  degree,  an  objection  to  his  advancement  is  made  at  any  time 
by  a  member,  sach  objection  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee,  with  power  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  thereof,  who  shall  at  the  next  stated  meeting  (unless  farther  time  be 
given)  report  thereon ;  and  apon  the  reception  of  sach  report,  if  no  cause  for  the 
objection  has  been  assigned,  or  if  the  cause  assigned  be,  in  the  opinion  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present,  not  a  valid  and  Masonic  one,  the  Chapter  may  confer  the 
degree  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  objection  had  been  made. 

10.  No  petition  for  the  degrees,  or  application  for  membership,  shall  be  received 
by  any  Chapter  within  this  jurisdiction,  unless  it  be  signed  with  the  full  name  or 
names  of  the  petitioner  or  applicant;  and,  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  subordinate 
Chapters,  the  given  name  or  names  of  every  member  or  others  upon  their  rolls,  shall 
be  given  in  full. 
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11.  The  provisions  of  fhe  Constitation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia shall  be,  in  all  essential  respects,  where  there  is  no  conflict  between  it  and  the 
Constitation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  rules  and  regulations  by  which  the  action  of 
the  sabordinate  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  shall  be  governed. 

12.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  December,  1874,  no  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter 
under  this  jurisdiction  shall  be  installed,  unless  he  shall  present  to  the  installing  oflBcer 
a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Lecturer,  or  some  companion  known  by  the  Grand 
Lecturer  to  be  skilled  in  the  work,  that  he  is  qualified  to  properly  confer  all  the  Chap- 
ter degrees  and  deliver  the  lectures  thereunto  appertaining ;  and  the  installing  officer 
shall  forward  such  certificate  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

13.  The  limit  of  physical  qualifioations  to  be  required  of  a  candidate  for  the 
degrees  conferred  by  a  Boyal  Arch  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall  be,  simply, 
that  he  be  enabled  to  conform  strictly  to  all  which  the  ritual  in  those  degrees  makes 
necessary. 


■<•► 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

Section  1.  The  elective  officers  of  the  Gand  Chapter  shall  consist  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe,  Grand  Treasurer, 
and  Grand  Secretary,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  each  Annual  Convocation, 
shall  be  installed  before  the  close  thereof,  and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until 
their  successors  are  elected  and  installed.  A  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  shall  be 
necessary  for  a  choice.  All  other  officers  except  the  Grand  Guard,  (who  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest)  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Council  upon 
their  installation,  and  shall  be  installed  forthwith,  and  shall  hold  their  respective 
offices  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and  installed. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Section  1.  The  elective  officers  of  each  Chapter  shall  consist  of  the  High  Priest, 
King,  Scribe,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  stated 
meeting  next  preceding  the  Anniversary  of  S&int  John  the  Evangelist ;  shall  be 
installed  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices 
until  their  successors  shall  have  been  duly  elected  and  installed.  All  other  officers 
(except  the  Guard,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  High  Pi:iest,)  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Council  upon  their  installation,  and  shall  be  installed  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practicable,  and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  dnly  appointed  and  installed.  A  majority  of  all  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary 
or  a  choice. 
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RETURNS 


OF    THE 


SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS 

UNDER  THE  JURISDIGHON  OF  THE 

(gMHl  (OliilP^ll  dDl  (SilMIPdDMIIIii 


..    X.    24:Oe. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  CHAPTER.  No.  1. 

San  Francisco,  San  Franclico  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 

Alfred  Rising,  High  Priest^  Samael  Swift,  Principal  Sojourner^ 

Henry  Wangenheim,  King,  Wm.  Armstrong  Phillips,  Royal  Arch  Capt, 

Edward  Taylor  Anthony,  ScribCf  Michael  James  Keating,  Master  3d  Vaiit 

Joseph  Clement,  Treasurer,  Isaac  Philanson  Kincaid,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Louis  Flataa,  Secretary ^  Charles  Augostus  Hawley,  Master  Itt  Vail^ 

Joseph  Getz,  Captain  of  the  Hostt  Edward  Gilbert,  Guard. 

Past  Hlirlk  Priests  i 

John  Danbar  Creigh,  Martin  John  Barke,  Stewart  Menzies, 

Adolphns  HoUab,  John  Radolphe  Jarboe,        Theodore  Edward  Smith, 

Loais  Cohn,  Milton  Hills  Myrick,  Samuel  Sternheim. 

ROTAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Anderson,  Thomas  Browell,  Jeremiah  Cohen,  Martin 

Arnold,  Benjamin  Franklin  Bryan,  William  Cohen,  Simon 

Baam,  Simon  Bryan,  Thomas  Coggswell,  Jas.  LaFayette 

Behrendt, -Herman  Bullock,  Frank  Dyer  Craig,  James 

Berggren,  August  Burns,  Henry  Jameson  Craig,  Peter 

Bergson,  Ole  Caro,  Samael  Cressy,  Albert 

Bilty.  Theodore  George  Carson,  James  Gilmore  Curry,  John 

Black,  Henry  M.  Carpentei*,  Augustine  Dyer  Curry,  Nathanial 

Bolander,  Henry  Nicholas  Chase,  Charles  Metaphor  Curry,  Francis  James 

Brandenstein,  Meyer  Christy,  Robert  Francis  Davis,  Henry  Lamens 

Bradbury,  Wm.  Blackstone  Clinch,  Charles  Godfrey  Doane,  John  Osbourne 

Bosworth,  Henry  Martyn  Cohen,  Henry  Lyon  Doane,  Sharon  Pratt 


J 
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BETUBNS  OF  SUBOHDINATE  CHAPTERS 


Dreyfoas,  Benjamin 
Drycker,  Augast 
Edwards,  Henry 
Einstein,  Morris 
Eisenberg,  Jaliok 
Emanael,  Emanael 
Esberg,  Mendel 
Ewing,  Charles  Orey 
Farqaharson,  David 
Farran,  Charles  James 
Fisher,  Henry  James 
Foorman,  Samael 
Frank,  Emanuel  Max 
Franz,  Bemhard 
Frapoli,  Battiste 
Fried,  Ignatius  8. 
Friedberg,  Morris  T. 
Friediander,  Horitz 
Fuller,  Andrew 
Gay,  John  Gilmore 
Gerhow,  Frederick 
Gestenberg,  Henry  W. 
Getz,  Louis 
Qeiz,  Solomon 
Ghirardelli,  Domingo,  Jr. 
Giacomini,  Giovanni  D. 
Giiimboni,  Nataie 
Goldberg,  Jacob 
Gordon,  James  Edward 
Greenberg,  Samuel  Henry 
Green  berg,  Henry  Sampson 
Gruenberg,  Max 
Haight,  Henry  Huntley 
Hanson,  Henry  Sorenson 
Harazthy,  Arpad 
Harris,  Daniel 
Hartmeyer,  Lewis  Sebast'n 
Hawes,  Elisha 
Hayden,  Charles  B. 
Herzo,  John 

Huntoon,  Isaac  Davenport 
Jacoby,  Augustus 


Johnson,  George  Henry 
Jordon,  Dennis 
Kohlman,  Solomon 
Kelly,  Robert  Price 
Kenitzer,  Henry 
Kittredge,  Jonathan 
Kohn,  Isaac 

Lauden,  Martin  Kuttner 
Leviston,  George 
Levy, Jacob 
Levy,  Julius 
Levinsky,  Mark  ^ 

Loewe,  Morris  Herz 
Luchsinger,  Jacob 
Madison,  John  Henry 
Manheim,  Isaac 
Manzur,  Lonson  Martin 
Mayer,  8.  Julius 
McAIester,  Wm.  Frederick 
McDonald,  Robert 
McLeod,  Andrew  Jackson 
McLeod,  James 
Mead,  Lewis  R. 
Meyer,  Charles 
Michaels,  Aaron  W. 
Mohrhardt,  Philip  Fredic 
Moraghan,  Michael  Bolan 
Mosgrove,  Samuel 
Newbaner,  Herman  Wolf 
Newburger,  Gustavus 
Newfield,  Marcus 
Newhall,  Henry  Mayo 
Newhall,  Henry  Cheever 
Newman,  Isaac 
Nicolaysen,  Frank 
Nntsen,  Charles  A. 
O'Neil,  Robert 
Parker,  John  H. 
Pearson,  Henry  Haven 
Penlington,  George 
Poly,  Louis 
Prag,  Martin 


Prescott,  Charles  Josephna 
Prince,  Henry  G. 
Rawson,  Julius  Addison 
Reinhart,  B. 

Richards,  Charles  Wesley 
Hitter,  Charles  August 
Robinson,  Cornel's  Preston 
Robitscheck,  Herman 
Rosenbaum,  Joseph 
Rosenbaum,  Julius 
Rosenbaum,  Moses 
Ross,  Daniel  W. 
Saalburg,  William 
Samuels,  David 
Schonefeld,  Jacob 
Schweitzer,  Morris 
Schweitzer,  Jacob 
Schweitzer,  John 
Saulman,  August 
Sawyer,  Lorenzo 
Scharlin,  John  Aaron 
Schmidt  ,Anton 
Smith,  Charles  Ward 
Solomon,  Albert 
Steffkni,  Camillo 
Stuart,  William  Adams 
Sweet,  Solomon 
Taubles,  Maximillian 
Todd,  David  Byron 
Treat,  George 
Triest,  Bernhard 
Voight,  Christian 
Von  Aspern,  John 
Waters,  Charles 
Wedekind,  George  Louis 
Weed.  Alexander 
Whiting,  Henry  Herpeine 
Williams,  Henry 
Wilsinski,  Marks 
Wormser,  Louis 
Wurkheim,  Morris— 182. 


MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTERS : 
Blankstein,  Henry  Ott,  Richard— 2. 

MARE   MASTER: 
Daniel;  John — 1. 


PAST  MASTER  : 
Fox,  Andrew  Wood— 1. 

RESTORED : 
Reinhart,  B. — 1. 
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SONOBA  CHAPTER,  No.  ^. 

Sonora,  Taolanute  Coiuttjr* 

Stated  Meetings,  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  F\tU  Moon, 

OFFICBBSi 


AWin  Bacon  Preston,  Eigh  Priestt 

James  Bell,  King, 

Gideon  \^ing,  Scribe 

Charles  Edward  Lang,  Treasurer^ 

Edwin  Aldrlch  Rodgers,  Secretary, 

Peter  Klein,  Ckipiain  of  the  Host, 


William  Henry  Ryan,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Wm.  Gastave  Radorff,  Boyal  Arch  (Japtain, 
Solomon  Benas,  Master  of  3d  Vaii, 
Archibald  Patterson,  Matter  of  2d  Vail, 
Edward  Keil.  Master  of  1st  Vail, 
Francis  Anthony  Prassa,  Guard. 


Past  Hifflk  Priests  I 

Francis  Anthony  Praasa,       Frederick  Faxon, 
Alvin  Bacon  Preston,  William  Davis  Newton, 

Isaac  Newton  McCnlloch,     Stephen  Wing, 


Andross,  Moses  Chamberl'n 
Bach,  William  Francis 
Bacon,  Martin 
Barlow,  Abraham 
Bartlett,  Daniel  Francis 
Brown,  Gaerdon 
Booth,  James  Godfrey 
Bosh,  George  Carroll 
Byrd,  Francis  Jahew 
Calhoun,  Henry  Clay 
Carter,  John  Beach 
Colby,  Alonso 
Dose,  Henry 

Collins,  John 


BOTAL  ABCH  MASOKS: 

Fosterling,  Louis 
Fuller,  James  Monroe 
Harris,  Charles  Parsons 
Haslacher,  Jacab 
Klein,  Conrad 
Lampson,  Royal  Mills 
Mathews,  James 
Mann,  John  Christian 
Means.  Andrew  Jackson 
Mundorf,  John 
Mayer,  Willis 
Mitchell,  Freder'k  Francis 
Oppenheimer,  Benjamin 


Edward  Skinner, 
William  Henry  Ryan, 
Edwin  Aldrich  Rodgers. 


Parsons,  Edmond 
Reed,  Abner 
Seyering,  Henry 
Sharrock,  Evrard 
Stinson,  James 
Thnrman,  William  Henry 
Valpey,  Abraham  Morton 
Wilson,  Richard  Montg'y 
White,  Moses  Henry 
Winnie,  George 
Wade,  Charles  Frederick 
WykoflT,  William— 66. 


PASTMASTEBS: 


Hampton,  Joseph  Mills — 2. 


SACRAMENTO  CHAPTER,  No,  3. 

8»cr»mentO)  Sacramento  Coumty* 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRS  t 


William  Monroe  Petrie,  Eigh  Priests 
William  Buckley  Davis,  King, 
Hilliard  Pinckney  Cottingham,  SorVbe, 
Alton  Titus  Nelson,  Treasurer, 
Alfred  Augustus  Redington,  Secretary, 


Cornelius  Kellogg,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Fred^k  Conrad  Stober,  Royal  Arch  Capt,, 
Chas.  Mortimer  Coglan,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Benj.  Franklin  Alexander,  Master  2d  Vail 
George  Christian  Zeh,  Master  of  1st  Vail, 


Wm  Henry  Hevener,  Captain  cfihe  Host,  Pe tragic  Zacharias,  Guard. 

Past  Hi^lk  Priests  I 

James  Lawrence  English*,       Francis  Foster,  Powell  Samuel  Lawson, 

William  Franklin  Knox,         George  Howard  Winterbnm,  William  Monroe  Petrie. 


To 
PROCEEDINGS 


GRAND  CHAPTER 


|l0gal  ^vt\i  ^nm§ 


STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA, 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  CONVOCATION, 


NISOKIC  TEMPLE,  IN  THE  Cliy  OF  SIN  FRINCISCO; 


TUEBDAT,   APRIL   10,  A.  D.    18T7,  A.  I.  2407, 


WEDNESDAY,  APSIL  11,  A.  D.  18T7,  A-  L  MOT. 


SAN    FRANCISCO: 
£TMAH,   PKINTER,   509  CLAY   STREET. 


GRAND  OFFICERS 


OF    THE 


\rand  f ^a^f^  o|  %€^al  MreSi  ^a§cn§ 


OF    THB 


STATE  OF   CALIFORNIA, 

For  the  year  commencing  April,  A.  /.  2407,  and  ending 

April,  A.  1.  2408. 


if.-.  j&.-.  HENRY  HAY  KNAPP, Grand  High  Fbiest, Napa; 

B.-.  E.:  JOHN  MILLS  BROWNE, Deputy  Gband  High  Priest,  VaUtjo  ; 

i?.-.  ^.•. NATHAN  W.  8PAULDING,.. Grand  King, Oakland; 

B.'.  E.\  Wn.BY  JAMES  TINNIN,. Grand  Scribb, WeaverviUe  ; 

B.:  E.\  HIRAM  THROOP  GRAVES,..  .Grand  Treasures, San  Francisco ; 

B.-.  E.:  CHA8.  LOUIS  WIGGIN Grand  Secretary, San  Francisco  ; 

K\  SAMUEL  GRAVES, Grand  Chaplain, San  Francisco  ; 

E.'.  THOS.  HUBBARD  CASWELL,  Grand  Lecturer Nevada ; 

Er.  HENRY  8AYRE  ORMB Grand  Capt.  of  the  Host,.Lo«  Angeles; 

E,\  LEONIDAS  E  PRATT Grand  Royal  Arch  CAPTAiN,5an  Francisco  ; 

Owtjp.  SAMUEL  DAVID  MAYER,. . .  .Grand  Organist, San  Francisco  ; 

•*      IRA  COLBURN  ROOT, Grand  Guard, San  Francisco, 


\ 


\ 


GRAND   CHAPTER 


OF 


ROYAL  ARGH    MASONS 


OF    THE 


STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


TWQITT-TEIBD  AMDiL  COPOCATIOI. 


<4 
tt 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  Boyal  Aroh  Masons  of  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia commenced  its  Twenty-third  Annual  Convocation  at  the  Masonio 
Temple,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday,  the  tenth  day  of 
AprU,  A.  D.  1877,  A.  I.  2407,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Upon  calling  the  roll  of  members  there  were  found  present  the 
following — 

GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

The  M. '.  E.\  ALEX.  GURDON  ABELL, Grand  High  Priest ; 

R.\  E,',  Henry  Hay  Knapp, Dep.  Grand  High  Priest ; 

H.'.  E.\  John  Mills  Browne, Grand  King  ; 

"    R.'.  E.\  Nathan  Weston  Spauldino, Grand  Scribe ; 

"    R.\  E.'.  Hiram  Throop  Graves, Grand  Treasurer  ; 

"    R,\  E.'.  Charles  Louis  Wiogin, Grand  Secretary  ; 

*'  E.'.  Samuel  Grates, Grand  Chaplain ; 

E.'.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, Grand  Lecturer  ; 

E.-.  Wiley  James  Tinnin, Grand  Capt.  of  ike  Host; 

E,\  Henry  Sayrs  Ormb, Grand  Royal  Arch  Capt; 

Oomp,  Samuel  David  Mayer, Grand  Organist ; 

"       Ira  Colburn  Boot Grand  Guard : 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS: 

The  M.\  E.\  John  Dunbar  Creigh Past  Grand  High  Priest ; 

"  if.*.  £•.  William  Wilson  Traylor, *'        "         "  •• 

*'  Jf.-.  J?.'.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, "       "         "  " 

"  if.-.  i\-.  Adolphus  Hollub, •*       "         "  •' 

"  if.-.  ^.•.  John  KiRKPATRicK *'        "         "  " 

••  if  •.  ^.•.  Isaac  Sutvene  Titus '*       "         "  " 

"  iC'.  X*.  George  Tuttle  Grimes, "       "         "  " 

"  if.-.  jEL*.  Jacob  Hart  Neff, "       "         "  *\ 

"  M.'.  E.\  WiLUAM  Abraham  Da  vies, "        "         **  ** 

'*  if.\  i:.-.  Willam  Thomas  Reynolds, '*       "         "  " 

•  Rr.  E.\  Stephen  Wino, Pasjt  Grand  King : 
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PBOOEEDINaS  OF  THE 


[April  10, 


I 

i 


And  the  representatiyes  of  forty-four  chartered  Chapters,  together 
with  a  number  of  Past  High  Priests  by  serTice  within  this  jurisdiction, 
entitled  to  seats. 

There  being  more  than  a  sufficient  representation  present,  the  Grand 

Chapter  of  California  was  opened  in  ^mpk  ^otm,  with  music  by  the 
choir  and  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation  was 
dispensed  with,  the  members  being  furnished  with  printed  copies 
thereof. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  following  committee — 


C  Comp.  Thomas  Habbard  Caswell, 
On  Credentials: j       '*     James  Martin  Rodgers, 

(       "     George  Alex.  McKenzie. 

i 

After  a  brief  recess  the  committee  presented  the  following  report 
of  officers  of  the  chartered  Chapters,  or  their  duly  appointed  proxies, 
and  Fast  High  Priests,  by  service  within  this  jurisdiction,  as  being 
present  and  entitled  to  seats,  viz.,  from — 

AiiFBXD  RiBiNO,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest ; 

Edwabd  Tatlob  Anthony,  Scribe ; 

John  Dunbas  Cbuqh, 

Adolphtjb  Hollub, 

Louis  Cohn, 

Thbodobe  Edwabd  Sxith, 


San  Francisco,., 'So,   1, 


Past  High  Priests. 


Sonora, No.    2, 

SacrameniOf . . .  .No.   3, 


Jakes  Bell,  High  Priest ; 

Edwin  Aldbich  Rodoebs,  Scribe  and  Past  High  P. 

William  Buckley  Davis,  High  Priest ; 
Willi  AX  Monboe  Petbie,  Past  High  Priest. 

John  Elbbidoe  Pubdy,  High  Priest ; 
John  Webneb  Shaeffeb,  Scribe ; 
Alexander  Gubdon  Abell, 
Chables  Louis  Wigoin, 
Geoboe  Tuttlb  Gbimes, 
William  Thomas  Reynolds, 
John  Ebancib  Snow, 

California, No.   6....  ^  Hibam  Thboop  Gbaves, 

Leonidab  E  Pratt, 
William  Wilson  Tbaylob, 
Thomab  Kyle, 
John  Ecbepatbick, 
Albebt  Fbedebiok  Knobp, 
William  Abbaham  Davies, 
Isaac  Sutvene  Titus, 


Past  High  Priests. 


Nevada, No.   6,. 


I  Thomas  Mein,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest ; 
' '  (  Thomas  Hubbard  Oabwell,  Past  High  Priest. 

Benicia, No.   7, Timotby  Sage,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 
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Shasta, No.  9, Daniel  Pobteb  Btbti.b,  Past  High  P.  and  Proxy. 

a  ^  XT    1 1  (  John  Whitton  Subfagb,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. ; 

Suaer, No.  11) <  __  _  ^. 

(  Thokab  Dunlap,  King. 

Wa^ingttm, No.  13, Fbxdkbigk  BirrrELMAir,  High  Priest. 

Howard No.  14, William  Osman  Bbettogls,  King, 

CyrtiB, No.  15, John  Mobbib  WALSsiDaE,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

St.  James, No.  16 Qxoboe  Heibm  Gilbert,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Libanus, No.  17, Jameb  Boss,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Grass  Valley, . . .  No.  18, Edwabd  Colekak,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest 

Trinity No.  19 Wiley  James  Tdwin,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  Priest. 

I^anklin, No.  20 Thomas  Callow,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Sierra No.  21, Wm.  Thompson  Lthbeb,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Petaiuma No.  22, James  Singlet,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Oliver No.  28, Ambbosb  Hall  Cowdbn,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

La  Fayette, No.  24 Biohabd  Munt,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Georgetovm No.  25, Ellison  Labsell  Cbawvobd,  High  Priest. 

.     ,               «j     „  (  Thatchbe  Petbb  Wales,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P.; 

uataana, jno.  4o, |  jmemiah  Eleins  Whitoheb,  Scribe  and  P.  H.  P. 

Delta, No.  27, . .  .John  Thompson  Einkade,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P- 

Stockton,  No  28  i  ^*®"  Alex.  McEknzie,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P.; 

* (  EowABD  RiCHABD  Heixies,  Psst  High  Priost. 

Mamanita, No.  29, John  Ambbosb  Beelt,  P.  H.  P.  and  proxy  for  H.  P. 

•KTana.                 Nft  «io  i  WiLUAM  Bbadfobd,  High  Priest; 

^""^ ^^'^^ I  Henby  Hay  Knapp,  Past  High  Priest. 

Martinez, No.  31, Thomas  Allen  Bbown,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Los  Angeles No.  33, ....  }  ^^^^^  ^^^^"^'^  ^^^'  ^^^  ^"^* ' 

^      '  '         }  Henby  Baybe  Obme,  Past  High  Priest. 

AUuras, No.  34 Benj.  Wilcox  Babnbs,  P.  H.  P.  and  Proxy  for  H.  P. 

SFbank  Douglas  Mead,  High  Priest ; 
I^OLANp  Jackson  McDaniel,  King ; 
John  Mills  Browne,  Past  High  Priest. 


Alameda No.  36, . . . 


SUoam, No.  37,. 


William  Addison  Waltbb,  High  Priest ; 

Albebt  Wiujam  Collins,  King ; . 

Fbank  Worthy  Gushing,  Scribe ; 

Nathan  Weston  Spaulding,  Past  High  Priest. 

Alex.  Gibson  Ouyeb,  High  Priest; 
Jacob  Habt  Neff,  Past  High  Priest. 


Santa  Cruz, No.  38, Petbb  Richmond  Hinds,  High  Priesjb. 

Dofmer, No.  39, William  Joab  Shinn,  High  Priest. 

Bed  Blv^, No.  40, John  Clements,  High  Priest. 

Tempts, No.  41, James  Mabtin  Rodoebs,  P.  H.  P.  and  Proxy. 

p,  N     42  J  Robebt  Emmbtt  Wabben,  High  Priest ; 

' ' I  Cabnot  CouBTLAND  Mason,  Past  High  Priest ; 


Solano No.  43,. 


Jebomb  Bonapabte  Richabdson,  High  Priest ; 
Wm.  Sew  all  Welu,  Past  High  Priest 


Q    ,    jf              K    £K  J  Eluah  Thompson  Fabmeb,  High  Priest ; 

Santa  Hosa,, . . .  «o,  45 |  adolphub  Leigh  Fitzoebald,  Past  High  Priest. 
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Woodland, No,  46, Geobok  Jebmain  Oole,  King. 

Laaserif No.  47 John  Ohany  Pabtbidoe,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Dixon, No.  48, ,  John  Sweant,  Past  High  Priest  and  Proxy. 

....  ^r     ^r.  \  Septimus  Allen  Oleteland,  High  Priest ; 

Modesto No.  49, ]  -_,  .         „  _    '  _?* ,  ^  .     * 

{  William  John  Houston,  Past  High  Pnest. 

Venturat No.  60, Jonathan  Doane  Hines,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Corinthian, No.  61, George  Edwabd  Ghilds,  High  Priest. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  companionB  therein  named 
were  admitted  to  seats. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  Annnal  Address  to  the 
Qrand  Chapter,  as  follows: — 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California: — 

Another  year  has  brought  us  to  our  twenty-third  Annnal  Conyocation,  and  again 
we  are  permitted  to  exchange  fraternal  greetings  and  to  counsel  with  each  other 
upon  matters  which  may,  or  should  be,  presented  for  the  benefit  of  the*Koyal  Craft 
within  this  State. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to  report  that,  during  the  past  year,  nothing  has 
occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony  existing  among  the  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction ; 
that,  so  far  as  information  has  been  received,  they  are  in  a  good  and  prosperous  con- 
dition ;  and  that  their  officers,  generally,  are  companions  whose  zeal,  intelligence,  and 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  our  Order  are  such  as  to  afford  little  or  no  room  for  criti- 
cism. Under  these  circumstances,  the  duties  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  have  not  been 
burdensome,  and,  having  thus,  in  accordance  with  our  law,  exhibited  *'  the  condition 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  within  his  jurisdiction,"  it  only  remains  for  him  to  present  a 
''report  of  his  official  acts  during  the  year."  Fortunately,  and  for  the  reason  above 
given,  they  have  not  been  many,  and,  while  the  entire  correspondence  for  the  jear  is 
presented,  the  following  only  are  deemed  necessary  to  be  offered  to  your  especial 
notice. 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  April  last,  being  unable  to  attend  for  the  purpose  in  per- 
son, I  issued  to  Comp.  Henby  Sayre  Orme,  Past  High  Priest  of  Lof  Angeles  Chapter, 
No.  33,  letters  of  authorization  to  constitute  Ventura  Chapter,  No.  60,  at  San  Buena- 
ventura, in  the  County  of  Yentnra,  and  Ckn^nthian  Chapter,  No.  61,  at  Santa  Bar- 
bara, in  the  County  of  Santa  Barbara;  and,  on  the  sixth  day  of  May  last,  I  issued  sim- 
ilar letters  to  Comp.  Edward  Bichabd  Hsdobs,  Past  High  Priest  of  Stockton  Chap- 
ter, No.  28,  to  constitute  Modesto  Chapter,  No.  49,  at  Modesto,  in  the  County  of 
Stanislaus.  The  duty  assigned  to  those  companions  was  promptly  performed,  and,  aa 
fVom  their  reports  will  appear,  those  three  new  Chapters  were  properly  constituted 
and  the  officers  named  in  their  charters  were  duly  installed. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  last,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  a  constitutional 
number  of  companions,  residing  at  or  near  Eureka,  in  the  County  of  Humboldt,  to 
form  and  open  a  Chapter  at  that  place,  to  be  called  Humboldi  Chapter.  All  the 
papers  accompanying  the  petition  therefor  were  in  proper  form  and  in  accordance 
with  our  laws,  and  they  will,  in  due  season,  be  presented  to  the  appropriate  commit- 
tee by  our  Grand  Secretary. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April  last,  and  again  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  following 
month,  the  High  Priest  of  Sutter  Chapter,  No.  11,  informed  me  that  the  Treasurer  o 
that  body,  having  funds  in  his  hands  belonging  thereto  to  the  amount  of  about  $800 
had  refused  to  pay  an  order  properly  authorized  and  drawn  upon  him  for  the  sum  of 
1600,  in  favor  of  certain  trustees  elected  by  the  Chapter  for  the  purpose  of  investing 
its  surplus  funds,— stating  aa  a  reason  therefor  that  he  was  himself  "using  the 


1877.]  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA.  173 

money.''  I  advised  the  High  Priest,  in  reply,  to  direct  the  Treasurer  immediately  to 
obey  the  order  of  the  Chapter,  and^  in  default  of  saeh  obedience,  to  have  charges 
preferred  against  him  for  violation  of  oflScial  duty,  misuse  of  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Chapter,  and  embezzlement  of  its  funds.  The  correspondence  upon  this  subject, 
herewith  submitted,  will  more  fully  explain  the  facts.  I  have  beard  nothing  further 
in  regard  to  it,  and  hope  that  the  matter  has  been  satisfoctorily  arranged. 

On  the  twenty>second  day  of  August  last,  in  response  to  a  petition  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  Peialwna  Chapter,  No.  22,  and  under  authority  of  a  resolution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  adopted  in  1872, 1  authorized  that  body  to  use  "more  than  one  substitute  " 
in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree  upon  a  candidate  named. 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  November  last,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  f^om  an  officer  of 
J9'aval  Chapter,  No.  35, 1  informed  him  that  the  officers  of  a  Chapter  not  only  had  no 
authority  to  issue  a  diploma  without  a  vote  of  the  Chapter,  but  that  the  Chapter  itself 
had  no  right  to  order  the  issue  of  such  a  document.  The  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  (6th  clause  of  Sec.  1,  Art.  VIII,)  evidently  contemplates  that  diplomas  are 
only  to  be  issued  by  that  bocly,  as  is  done  by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  the  eleventh  of 
our  General  Regulations  provides,  in  effect,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
shall  be  a  law  unto  the  Chapters  In  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  the  Constitution  and 
Genersl  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

On  the  same  day,  in  reply  to  the  same  officer,  I  informed  him  that  if  the  by-laws  of 
his  Chapter  authorized  but  one  ballot  for  bU  the  degrees,  the  entire  fee  for  all  the 
degrees  must  accompany  the  petition. 

It  having  been  represented  to  me  that  sundry  companions  residing  at  or  near  Tus- 
tin  City,  in  the  County  of  Los  Angeles,  contemplated  the  formation  of  a  Chapter  at 
that  place,  and  wished  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  work  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry — 
that  the  Grand  Lecturer  was  engaged  in  another  portion  of  the  jurisdiction  and  that 
his  services  for  that  purpose  could  therefore  not  be  obtained — and  that  Comp.  Ralph 
Ellis,  Past  High  Priest  of  Napa  Chapter,  No.  30,  was  then  in  their  neighborhood, 
and  was  well  qualified ;  at  their  request,  on  the  ninth  day  of  December  last,  I  author- 
ized Comp.  Ellis  to  teach  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  Order  to  such  companions  of 
that  neighborhood  as  might  desire  to  receive  them  from  his  hands. 

In  December  last,  from  the  Secretary  of  Temple  Chapter,  No.  41,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing month,  from  the  High  Priest  elect  of  ^apa  Chapter,  No.  30, 1  received  several 
eommunications  relative  to  difficulties  experienced  by  High  Priests  elect  in  procur- 
ing their  necessary  certificates  of  qualification  prior  to  installation,  which  appear  to 
have  been  caused  by  our  twelfth  General  Regulation.  I  commend  those  letters,  and 
my  replies  thereto,  as  found  in  the  letter-book,  to  the  consideration  of  the  proper 
committee,  that  it  may  be  ascertained  whether  any  amendment  to  that  regulation 
shall  be  deemed  necessary. 

In  January  last,  the  Grand  Lecturer  handed  to  me  for  reply  a  communication 
which  he  had  received  from  the  High  Priest  of  SutUr  Chapter,  No.  11,  stating  that 
his  successor,  elected  in  the  month  preceding,  declined  to  be  installed,  for  the  reason 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office  ;  and  that,  in 
consequence  thereof,  the  Chapter,  against  his  wish,  he  having  declined  a  re-election, 
had  adopted  a  resolution  that  he  should  hold  over  for  the  current  year.  I  replied  that 
the  Chapter  could  not  lawfully  adopt  such  a  resolution;  that  the  law  contemplated  an 
annual  election  and  installation;  that  the  High  Priest  elect  having  declined  to  serve, 
an  application  should  be  made  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  a  dispensation  to  hold 
another  election  for  the  officer  named,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  under  the 
provisions  of  Sec.  2,  Art.  XVI,  of  our  Constitution;  and  that,  meanwhile,  the  then 
present  High  Priest  would,  of  course,  hold  his  office  until  his  successor  should  bto 
elected  and  installed.  From  the  Secretary  of  this  Chapter,  at  about  the  same  time, 
I  also  received  a  communication  to  the  same  effect  as  above  related,  which  was 
answered  by  a  reference  to  my  letter  to  the  High  Priest. 


128 


BETUHNS  OF  SUBOBOINATE  OHAPTEBS 


HOWARD   CHAPTER,  No.    14. 

San  Jose,  Santa  Clara  County. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  Wednesday  in  each  month. 


OFFICERS  : 


Wilbur  Jastas  Wilcox,  High  Priest, 
Hardage  Lane  Andrews,  King, 
Henry  Howard  Cook,  Scribe, 
Betam  Roberts,  Treasurer, 
Sanfier  Brockway  Anderson,  Secretary^ 
Wilson  Hays,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


.  Wm.  Nicholas  Castle,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Orange  Scott  May,  Royal  Ardi  Captain, 
Harry  Barling,  Master  3d  VaU, 
Wm.  Wallace  Dougherty,  Ifaster  2d  Vail, 
John  Christian  Gerdes,  Matttr  \st  VaU, 
Jacob  Moser,  Ouard, 


Pait  Hl|rl^  Priests  t 

John  Bankson  Hewson,     Wm.  Alex.  January,  P.G.H.P. 
Jared  Turner,  George  May. 


Wilbur  Justus  Wilcox. 


Ackerly,  William  Oliver 
Allison,  William  DeWitt 
Arnold,  Austin 
Arnold,  Charles  Henry 
Bennett.  George  Edmund 
Bishop,  Samuel  Addison 
Black,  James  Francis 
Blair,  Thomas  Henry 
Bodley,  Thomas 
Bohen,  Daniel 
Boring,  Samuel  Watson 
Bradlee,  Ezra  Smith 
Bradlee,  Hugh  Johnson 


Breyfogle,  William  Osman    Kupper,  Benjamin 


Brown,  James  Thomas 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Yancey 
Brown,  Jacob  Xewton 
Brownell,  Lyman  Ackley 
Buzza,  John  Trebilcock 


BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Hay  dock,  William  Henry      Moyle,  Isaiah 
Hamilton,  Alonzo  Babbitt    Ohnstein,  Oscar 
Headen,  Geo.  Thomas  Peacock,  Geo.  Washington 

HoUenbeck,  Walter  Morr'n  Pritchard,  Edward 
Holmes,  Parker  Butterfield   Reither,  Jacob 
Houghton,  Henry  Albert      Rice,  Harvey  Newton 
Howard,  Volney  Rowley,  Albanus  Beliger 

Hoyt,  Amasa  James  Rucker,  Joseph  Edmundson 

Jackson,  William  Andrew    Sargent,  James  Pattee 
Johnson,  Samuel  William      Sexton,  William 

Scott,  Alexander  Franklin 
Sim,  George 

Stephens,  Columbus  Cecil 
Stockton,  Nathaniel  Hiram 
Spring,  Thaddeus  Warsaw 
Bturges,  Mahlon  Beach 


Jones,  Hugh  Stevenson 
Joyce,  William  Willis 
Keith,  John  Matthew 


Lenzen,  Theodore 

Lowrie,  John 

Marston,  Samuel  IngersoU  Tobin,  Michael 

Mayers,  Christian  Tully,  Edward  0. 

Menefee,  Joseph  Jefferson  Tully,  Pleasant  Britton 

Dougherty,  Thos.  Cadwall'r  McCloskey,  Thomas  Yandine*  E. 
Easterday,Solom'n  Warren  McDougall,  Giles  Eggleston  Wahler,  Joseph  Daniel 


Fallon,  Thomas 

Field,  Walter 

Foote,  George  William 

Gardner,  David  Boyd 

Garraud,  Louis 

Grout,  Silas 

Gillooly,  Lawrence  Burke 


McKenzie,  Donald  Warthen,  Albert  S. 

McMurtry,  William  Sharpe  Watson,  James  Hodges 
Middleton,  Joseph  Traill       Weller,  Henry  Olph 


Mildrum,  Charles  R 
Morey,  Harvey  Chapin 
Mott,  John 

PAST  MASTER: 


Weymouth,  James  Lambert 
Whidden,  George  Akerman 
Yates,  Lorenzo  Goodin— 96. 


Knight,  John— 1. 
WITHDRAWN  : 
Porter,  John  Thomas  Spence,  Edward  Fallis  Danshee,  Rollin — 3. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NOM  PAYMENT  OF  DUES  : 
Brother,  Henry  Dennis,  Nelson — 2. 

EXCLUDED  : 
Hinklebein,  Adam  Wells^  Proctor  R.— 2. 

DIED: 
WatsoDi  James  Hodges  Mott,  Richard  Fits  Allen— 2. 
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CYRUS  CHAPTER,  No.  115. 

Treka,  Siskiyou  County* 

Stated  Meetings,^ second  Tuesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSt 


John  Morris  Walbridge,  High  Priest, 
Granville  Qoincy  Stewart,  Exng, 
William  Castleton  Eddy,  Scribe, 
William  McConnell,  Tretisurer, 
John  William  Bird,  Secretary, 
Alonzo  Emery  Raynes,  Capt.  of  the  Host, 


James  Yance,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Elijah  Garrick,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Andrew  EdwM  Schwatka,  Master ^Vail, 
8araoel  White,  Master  2d  VaU, 
Joseph  Lang,  Jr.,  Master  Ist  VaU, 
,  Otiard. 


Daniel  Beam, 
Abiaha  Swain, 


Amos,  Thomas 
Brown,  Alex.  Mitchell 
Crooks,  And'w  Donaldson 
Diggles,  Henry  Jonas 
Doten,  Josiah  Wilson 
Doney,  William  Rise 
Domas,  Francis 
Dorand,  George 
Fabric! us,  And'w  Jackson 
Haaerick,  Anton 
Hessenaaer,  John  NichoUs 


Past  Hisfl^  Priests  i 

James  Vance, 
Alonzo  Emery  Raynes, 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Horn,  David 
Haseman^  Lonis 
Jones,  John  Johnson 
Knights,  George  Horace 
Lytle,  James  Alexander 
McConanghy,  James 
McCoy,  James  Harvey 
Monet,  Lonis 
Newton,  Joel 
Nichols,  Henry 
Ostorman,  Jnrgen 


John  Morris  Walbridge. 


WITHDRAWN  : 
DaVis,  Charles  Henry— 1. 

DIED: 
Stewart,  Samuel  Jonathan— 1. 


Owens.  Alexander 
Pellet,  Samuel 
Pyle,  Curtis  Hooper 
Riley,  Francis 
Rogers,  Franklin  Augustus 
Rostetter,  George 
Schnackenberg,  Claus 
Thompson,  John  Waldo 
Vogan,  James  Harper 
Wadsworth,  Henry— 45. 

EXCLUDED: 
ChampHn,  Orrin — 1. 


ST.    JAMES   CHAPTER,  No.    16. 

PlAoerville,  Bl  Dorado  County. 

SteUed  Meetings^  first  Wednesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSt 

George  Heim  Gilbert,  Eigh  Priest,  George  Bnrnham,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Thomas  Fraser,  King,  Andrew  Thompson  Culbertson,  R.A,  Capt. 

Samuel  Jemison  Alden,  Scribe,  Charles  H.  Weatherwax,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Ginsseppe  RoUeri,  Dreasurer,  Charles  Fitzgerald  Irwin,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Frederick  Ferdinaud  Barss,  Secretary,       John  William  Dench,  Master  \st  VaU, 
John  Peter  Wouderlich,6^ap^  qfthe  Host,  Carlo  G.  Celio,  Guard. 


Past  Hi^lk  Priests  I 

Frederick,  Ferdinand  Barss,       Robert  Chalmers, 
George  Heirn  Gilbert, 


Charles  Fitzgerald  Irwin. 
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BOTAL  ABOH  KABONS : 

ArridBOD,  Charles  John  DaDtz,  Paul 

Barlow,  Geo.  Washington  GelwickB,  Daniel  William 

Blakely,  Album  James  Hamel,  Henry 

Blanchard,  Geo.  Granville  Hnme,  James  Bunyan 

Bo  we,  Edward  Tonng  Hunger,  Frederick 

Broad,  Charles  Kennedy,  Andrew  Jackson 

Caystile,  Thomas  John  Lohry,  Adam 

Chalmers,  George  Mack,  George  Franklin 

Christie,  Andrew  Jackson  Murry,  Nelson  Henry 
Crowder,  Jeremiah  Jackson 


Miller,  Daniel  Rice 
Norton,  Daniel  E. 
Page,  Horace  Francis 
Peirce,  Charles  Caleb 
Plumado,  Frank  Hilair 
Taghtmier,  Frederick 
Turman,  Byron  Isaac 
Verrozza,  Marco 
Van  Voorhies,  Ralph  J.— 40. 


PAST  HASTEB: 
Phillips,  George  W 1. 

WITHDRAWN: 
Hertel,  Charles  H.  E.  Levy,  Jo8eph~2. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES: 
Hopkins,  Lemuel  B. 


LIBANUS  CHAPTER.  No.   17. 

loira  Hill,  Plaeer  County. 

Stated  Meetings  J  Saturday  of  or  next  ettcceeding  ISdl  Moan. 

OFFICERS  t 


James  Ross,  ffigh  Priest, 

Edward  George  Spencer,  King^ 

Peter  Newlar  Juergenson,  Scribe, 

John  Schmidt,  Dreaaurer, 

John  Butler,  Secretary, 

Wm.  Whipple  Poole,  Capt.  of  the  Host, 


John  Floyd  "Van  Divier,  Princ.  Sojourner, 
John  Gould  Bisbee,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Darius  Ingersoll,  Master  3d  Vait, 
Henry  Stemple,  Master  2d  Vail, 
William  Smith,  Master  1st  Vail, 
Chester  Hackett,  Ouard, 


William  CUnton  Rich, 

Barrett,  Adams 
Cameron,  William 
Chinn,  James  Weeks 
Develey,  Henry  K. 
Gould,  Willis  Fish 
Hughs,  Richard  Rogers 


Past  Hlirlft  Priests : 

James  Ross, 

BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS: 

Jacobs,  James  Monroe 
Jones,  Jehoaikim 
Just,  John  Peter 
Lewis,  Robert 
Mill,  William 


William  Whipple  Poole. 

Mitchell,  Edward 
Mitchell,  John  Henry 
Rich,  James  Jasper 
Smith,  Jonathan  Mitchell 
White,  William  K.— 29. 
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GRASS  VALLEY  CHAPTER,  No.  18. 


GraM  Tallejr,  Nevada  Oeantjr. 

SicUed  Meetings,  Jirst  Wednesday  in  each  monih. 

OFFlCSaiS  I 

Edward  Coleman,  High  Priest,  Thos.  John  Mitchell,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Jonathan  Converse  Clongh,  King,  Henry  Randall  Stephens,  Royal  Arch  Capt, 

Alexander  Stoddard,  Scribe,  Alphonso  Morehouse,  Master  3d  Vail, 

John  Crisp  CcFleman,  TYeasurer,  John  finmett,  MaMer  2d  VaxL, 

Charles  H.  Mitchell,  Secretary,  James  Champ  ton,  Master  \st  Vail, 

Wm.  Gordon  Hadson,  Oapt  of  the  Host,  Alexander  Barnie,  Guard, 


Alfred  Barrett  Dibble, 
William  McCormiok, 

Anderson,  Aug'tns  Peyton 
Anderson,  Robert 
Angove,  John 
Bann,  John  Frederick 
Berg,  Alfred 
Binkleman,  David 
Bonivert,  Paschal  Joseph 
Bryan,  John  Albion 
Bryan,  David 
Bryant,  William  Henry 
Barns,  John  Thompson 
Caddy,  Richard 
Catron,  William 
Clift,  William 
Coomb,  William 
Coombe,  William 
Crocker,  John  Ross 
Gross,  Thomas 
Dorsey,  John  Jacob 
Dnnston,  William 
Fairharst,  Geo.  Washington 
Findiey,  T&omas 


Past  mgtt  PriMta  I 

Alexander  Buchanan  Brady, 
Edward  Coleman, 


Reuben  Leech. 


BOTAL  ABCH  MASONS  : 

Fricot,  Jules 
Gad,  Bernard 
Gluyas,  James 
Goad,  John  Cornelias 
Granger,.  Samnel 
Hand,  William  Dawson 
Halleck,  Joseph 
Harris,  Stephen  Mitchell 
Hatch,  Martin  Payne 
Hill,  Geo.  Washington 
Hooper,  James 
Husom,  Andrew 
Johnston,  Peter 
Kendig,  Daniel 
Lathrop,  Solomon 
Lawrence,  John 
Long,  Stephen 
Lowrey,  Richard  Daniel 
Major,  John  Newton 
Mitchell,  William  Henry 
Moore,  Stephen 
Noall,  James 

WITHDRAWN: 
Simpson,  James — 1. 


Noel,  Richard 
Noel,  James  Clymer 
Noonan,  Patrick 
Peers,  Joseph 
Polglase,  John 
Price,  Briscoe  Hugh 
Bhatigan,  John 
Rowland,  Louis  Jerome 
Sanders,  John 
Saxon,  Edward 
Saxon,.  James 
Smith,  Charles  Woolson 
Spencer,  William  Kenyon 
Stoddard,  Orlando 
Stoddard,  Walter  S. 
Stokes,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  John  Lyons 
Vincent,  George 
Walker,  Thomas  Rolla 
Watt,  William 
Whiting,  Edward  Houston 
Wilhelm,  Theodore  H.->82. 


DROPPED  FROM  THE  BOLL: 
Manzan,  Zephaniah  (P.  M.)     Coffee,  Wm.  R.  (M.  M.)     Weaver,  Geo.  W.  (M.M.)  -3. 
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TRINITY  CHAPTER,  No.    19. 

Weairerrllle,  Trinity  County. 

Stated  Meetings f  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 

Olo  Christian  Christiansen,  Sigh  Priest,  John  Wm.  Philbrook,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

John  McMarry,  King,  Joel  Chilton  Wood,  Boyal  Arch  Capt., 

James  Harvey,  Scribe,  Gottlieb  Fred*k  Diener,  Master  Sd  VaU, 

Otto  Vollmers,  Measurer,  Darid  Harden,  Mcuter  2d  VaU, 

Morris  Franklin  Griffin,  Se&etary,  Gottlieb  Frederick  Haas,  M<uter  1st  Vail, 

James  Madison  Pickett,  Capt.of  the  Host,  Charles  John  Ang.  Goering,  Qwird, 


Wiley  James  Tiunin, 

Black,  Peter  Patterson 
Eastman,  Charles 
Given,  William  Cashing 
Harvey,  Alfred 
Lowden,  Marshall  Horace 


Pnst  mgkk  Priest* : 

John  Clifton  Mason, 

BOTAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Miller,  Thomas  Love 
Mosser,  John 
Panlsen,  Jacob 
Paulsen,  Peter 
Baab,  Loois 


Olo  Christian  Christiansen. 

Bowles,  James 
Bach,  Michael 
Smiley  John  Wesley 
Van  Matre,  George 
Whitehead,  Adolph— 29. 


FRANKLIN  CHAPTER,  No.  20. 

Oroirflle,  Bntte  County. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  and  third  Thursdays  in  each  month. 


OFFICERS  I 


Thomas  Callow,  ^gh  Priest, 
David  King  Perkins,  King, 
Balzemond  Parker,  Scribe, 
Frederick  John  Becker,  TYeasurer, 
Arthar  McDermott,  Secretary, 
Loais  Simons,  Captain  of  tJie  Host, 


Charles  Hart  Wilcox,  Principal  Sojourner, 
John  Nelson,  Royal  Arcfi  Captain, 
William  Edmonds,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Floyd  Tabor.  Master  2d  VaU, 
David  Bright  Hays,  Master  1st  Vail, 
John  Constantino  Mitchell,  Guard. 


Past  Hlf  1ft  Priests  t 

George  Clement  Perkins, 


Thomas  Callow, 

Charles  Fayette  Lott,        Arthar  McDermott, 


Beall,  John 
Block,  Joseph 
Branscomb,  John 
Baohanan,  Philander 
Barroaghs,  Charles 
Byler,  Eldridge  Mallard 
Chappell,  Wallace  Homer 
Davis,  Edward  Jennings 
Dyer,  Geo.  Washington 
Fanlkner,  Thomas 
Gallinger,  Abraham  B. 


BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Glass,  Loais 

Grabbs,  Richard  Champion 

Heintz,  Thibaalt 

Hendricks,  Thomas 

Hewitt,  John  Boaghton 

Hida,  Jeha 

Handley,  Patrick  Ogilsby 

Jackson,  St.  John 

Lawson,  Andrew  Gastavas 

Logan,  James  Colambas 


Thomas  Jarrett  Jenkins, 
George  Henry  Crossette. 

Plnm,  Nathaniel  Danbar 

Powell,  David 

Rollins,  Daniel  Fletcher 

Baggies,  Elijah  Starr 

Shear,  George 

Sparks,  Ebenezer  Morrison 

Stearns,  Amos  Kies 

Wagner,  Frank 

Wells,  Michael  Henry 

Yoang,  Henry  G.— 47. 
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PAJarUASTEBS: 


Bean,  JackBon 

MASK  MASTER: 
Kenney,  John  Leander— 1. 


Goodday,  Lonis— 2. 

WITUDBAWN: 
Vance,  James— 1. 


SIEBBA  CHAPTER,  No.  21. 

DomileTillA,  91enra  Coantjr. 

Stated  Meetings  J  Saturday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon. 

OFilCEBS  I 

William  Thompson  Lather,  Big^  Priest,    Henry  Strange,  Principal  Sojourner, 


Benjamin  Panly,  Eing, 

Lewis  Byington,  Scribe, 

Henry  Uaddon  Pardy,  Dreasurer, 

William  Ryan,  Secretary, 

Alexander  Thorn,  Captain  of  (he  Host, 


Hiram  George  Wier,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 
Joseph  Berg,  Master  of  3d  VaU, 
George  C.  Martin,  Master  of  2d  VaU, 
John  Angnst  Blohm,  Mcuter  qf  1st  VaU, 
Peter  Thatcher,  Gtiord. 


Henry  Warner, 


Paat  Hiflfc  Priests  t 

Washington  Cicero  Dond,  William  Thompson  Lather. 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Ellery,  Henry,  Jr.  Parsons,  Nathan 

Eschbacker,  Franz  Antoine  Peacock,  James  Richard 


Abbey,  George  Henry 

Anderson,  Andrew 

Asher,  Alexander  Branch    Gale,  John 

Bemhard,  Lewis  Gansolas,  William  Henry 

Bradbary,  John  T.  Hanley,  William  A. 

Bosch,  Aagnst  Christopher  Hartling,  Valentine 


Clnte,  John  Howard 
Crereling,  Elemnel  N.  L. 
Crooks,  James  Brown 


Koatz,  John 

Malone,  Rowland  Cnsin 

McNaaghton,  James 


Picken,  Alexander 
Ross,  John 
Shawness,  John 
Stewart,  Samael  Cartis 
Thomas,  Henry 
West,  John  Thorrensnes 
Wilkins,  WiUiam-41. 


Jones,  John  Oscar 


Wallace,  Herman  Wilsey— 3. 


Jackson,  Daniel— 2. 


PASTMA8TEBS: 
McGregor,  James 

WITUDBAWN: 
Grippen,  Erastns  Mortimer 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES  : 
Crane,  Laaren  Elliot  Langstaff,  Matthew— 2. 

DIED: 
Davis ,  Ed w in  Ransom  Erase ,  Ernst— 2 . 
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PETALUMA  CHAPTER,  No.  22. 

Petaliama,  Sononui,  Coanty. 

Stated  MeetingSi  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 

James  Singley,  M^h  Priest,  James  Wm.  McClymonds,  Pr,  Sojourner , 

James  HaliDe  Knowles,  King,  Coorad  Tempel,  Boyal  Arch  Captain^ 

Marcos  Dyatheka  Goshen,  Scribe^  Leonard  Hanbrick,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Joseph  Martin  Bowles,  Treaevrer,  Hiram  Albert  Heineken,  Maaiier^d  Vaii, 

Josiah  Hor  Crane,  Secretary ,  Alexander  Lackey,  Master  let  Vailt 

Wm.  Barnabas  Haskell,  Capi,  of  the  Host,  Willliam  Samael  Eeays,  Guard. 

Past  Hifflft  VrimsU  % 

James  Singley,  Benjamin  Franklin  Tnttle,       Oscar  Valentine  Walker. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Graham, 

BOTAL  ABOH  ICASONS : 

Allen,  William  Thomas  Fairbanks,  Hiram  Tobbert  Polk,  Charles  Ephraim 

Anderson,  James  Wright  Farley,  Francis  Hall  Schroyer,  Aaron 

Baaer,John  Hoffman,  Adam  Joseph  Bhone,  Thomas 

Bean,  Ashael  Adams  Kahn,  Achille  Stock  well,  Marenos  Vincent 

Biehler,  William  Knffel,  Isaac  Taft,  Hiram  Fayette 

Carder,  Denison  Delas  Magoire,  James  Foster  Tomasini,  Loois 

Carpenter,  William  Merritt,  John  Tomasini,  Jaliano 

Clonetts,  Henry  Felix  Molfit,  John  Toeman,  Charles 

Cox,  William  Emery  Pierce,  Abraham  Jewell  Yoang,  Henry  Joseph— 41. 

DreyfoBs,  Edward 

BE8T0BED :  WITHDRAWN : 

Preston,  Richard  Milne— 1.  Preston,  Richard  Milne— 1. 

EXOLUDED : 
Oerlook,  Lonis — ^1. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON  PAYMENT  OF  DUES : 
Galvin,  Micah  Jonah  C.  Wands,  Jamea— 2. 


OLIVER  CHAPTER,  No.   23. 

FoTMit,  Hill,  Flaeer  Countjr. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Saturday  after  FuU  Moon. 

OFFICBBS  : 

Ambrose  Hall  Cowden,  High  Priest,  Francis  Walker  Allen,  Prin.  Sojourner, 

Thomas  Norwood  Hosmer,  King,  Jacob  Locke  Welke,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Abram  Breece,  Scribe,  Peyton  Powell,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Martin  Barnnm  Tabbs,  Treasurer,  John  Franklin  Carter,  Master  2d  Vaii, 

Joel  Franklin  Smith,  Secretary,  Chas.  Hitchcock  Dewey,  Master  Ut  VaU, 

John  Tickle,  Oapt.  of  the  Host,  Walter  Raleigh  White,  Guard. 

Past  Higflk  Piieits  i 

Rnssell  Parkhnrst,  James  Rossell  Glover,  Ambrose  Hall  Cowden. 
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Allen,  John  E. 
Byrd,  Jacob  Warwick 
Carter,  John  Franklin 
CravenB,  Robert  Oaoar 
Davifl,  John  Floyd 


Borland,  James 


BOTAL  ABCH  UASONS : 

Fast,  John  H^nry  Adolph 
Ooff,  Abner  W. 
Hosmer,  Daniel  Mansfield 
Huntley,  Ashley 
Johnson,  Magaies 

MABK  MASTER : 
Hodges,  James — 1. 

WITHDRAWN  : 
Cox,  Richard 


Jones,  John  D. 
Lynd,  Charles 
Penman,  William  Alex. 
Willard,  Simeon  Sylvester 
Williams,  Richard->29. 


Middleton,  Joseph  Trail— 3. 


LA  FAYETTE  CHAPTER,  No.  24. 

CmmptonTllle,  Tuba  Connty. 

StcUed  Meetings^  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon. 

OFFICERS  I 


Richard  Mnnt,  High  Priest, 
William  Alexander  Meek,  Kingt 
Joshna  Hntchings  Yariel,  Scribe, 
Josiah  Perkins  Brown,  Treasurer t 
John  Henry  Beaman,  Secretary, 
Charles  O'Hara,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


David  Henry  Landecker,  JPrin.  Sojourner, 
Valentine  Cook  McMurray,  B.  A,  Capt., 
Silas  Sherman  Baker,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Carlos  Frederick  Mansur,  Master  2d  Vail, 
David  Calvin,  Master  Ist  VaU, 
Peter  Rossell,  Guard, 


Josiah  Perkins  Brown, 
Richard  Mont, 

Arnott,  James 
Baker,  Richard 


Past  Hlirlft  Priests  i 

Joshna  Hntchings  Yariel, 
Valentine  Cook  McMnrray, 

ROTAL  AROH  MASONS  : 


John  George  McLellan. 


Baxter,  John 
Elias,  Isaac 


PAST  MASTER  : 
Marrow,  Otis  Nelson— 1. 


Gibson,  William  Walker 
Spencer,  Stephen— 19. 

RESTORED  : 
John  George  McLellan— 1. 


OEORQ-ETOWN  CHAPTER,  No.  26. 

Georipetoim,  Bl  Dorado  Conntjr. 

Stated  Meetings,  Saturday  of  or  next  succeeding  Full  Moon, 

OFFICERS  t 

James  Moon,  High  Priest,  Samuel  Doncaster,  Principal  Sojourner, 

John  Wade,  King,  Solomon  Adam  Berry,  Royal  A.  Captain, 

Frederick  Lorenzo  Forbes,  Scribe,  Giosni  Bassi,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Elijah  Harper  Watson,  Treasurer,  Edwin  R.  Pease,  Master  Id  VaU, 

Isaac  Priestly  Jackson,  Secretary,  Thomas  Edward  Jones,  Master  Ist  VaU, 

Henry  Warren  Rnssell,  Capt,  of  tlie  Host,  Charles  Langley,  Guard, 
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Richard  Doncaster,  Jr. 
William  Roosh, 
John  Ernest  Kankler, 

Anderson,  William  Carey 
Armstrong,  Thomas  Z. 
Benjamin,  De  Witt  Clinton 
Carter,  John  E. 
Crawford,  Ellison  Lassell 
Davison,  John  Paul  Jones 
Downs,  John  L. 


Past  Higflk  Priests  I 

Samuel  Doncaster, 
Henry  Warren  Russell, 

BOYAL  ABGH  MASONS : 

Dnnahoo,  Wm.  Washington 
Epps,  Tinsley  Burton 
Fleishman,  Jacob 
Jiilson,  Enimett 
Lagerson,  Frederick 
Lawyer,  John  Jay 
Maltby,  Henry  Grove 

DIED: 
Wiley,  Reuben  Rich— 1. 


George  Washington  Hunter, 
John  Dodd  Skinner. 


Markle,  John  Alexander 
McNevin,  Henry  Patrick 
Nye,  Samuel  Porter 
Pedrini.  Cipriano 
Pedrini,  Massimino 
Spencer,  Willis  Eugene — 37. 


OAKLAND  CHAPTER,  No.  26. 

Oakland*  Alameda  Conntjr. 

Stated  Meetings,  Jirst  and  third  Thursdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICEBSt 


William  Burt  Clayton,  Sigh  Priest, 

Frank  Howard  Brooks,  Kbtg, 

William  Bolton,  Scribe, 

Jeremiah  Elkins  Whitcher,  Dreasttrer, 

James  Lentel.  Secretary, 

Pat'k  James  Cunningham,  CapL  of  Host, 


Hellwig  Leopold  Haelke,  Pr,  Sojourner, 
Oregon  C.  Luelling,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 
Alexander  Gemmell,  Master  3ct  Vail, 
John  J.  Newson,  Master  2d  Vail, 
Albert  Atwater  McKeen,  Master  1st  Vail, 
John  Boss,  Ouard, 


Jeremiah  Elkins  Whitcher, 

Ayres,  William  Henry 
Bagge,  Christian 
Becht,  Joseph 
Block,  Emanuel  David 
Carlton,  George  Henry 
Carrick,  John  Willard 
Chisholm,  John 
Cooms,  Henry 
Conley,  Charles 
Cordes,  Paul  Henry 
Crane,  Willitim  Watrons 
Cnshing,  Clinton 
Delger,  Frederick 
Dieves,  Joseph 
Elliott,  Matthew 
Evers,  John  Henry 
Francis,  Samuel 
Gabb.  William  Moor 


Past  Hiirlft  Priests  t 

Benjamin  Akerly, 

BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Greenwood,  Jacob 
Grosso,  Constantine 
Haelke,  Heliwig  Leopold 
Harwood,  Wm.  Douglass 
Henninger,  Frederick 
Hill,  William  Henry 
Hille brand,  Henry 
Hlrshberg,  Samuel 
Hitchcock,  Henry  Elisha 
Hobbs,  Levit  Moses 
Howe,  Micah  Mead 
Irwin,  John  Clark 
Jaosen,  Ernest  F.  George 
Kennedy,  William 
Mann,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Marsh,  Charles  Pantier 
McCord,  William  P. 
Milligan,  Henry  Gilbert 


Thatcher  Peter  Wales. 

Nolan,  Stephen 
Basmussen,  Hans 
Rector,  Ludwell  James 
Reid,  Charles  Wood 
Ruth,  John 
Searing,  William 
Shattuck,  Francis  K. 
Shimon,  John  Lewis 
Smith,  Elzaphan  Ithamon 
Snider,  Lyman  Nntt 
Tirrill,  La  Fayette 
Trogden,  Willy  Henderson 
Van  Voorhies,  William 
Warner,  Franklin 
Watson,  William  Callaghan 
Williams,  Mark  Anthony 
Zabel,  Julius— 63. 
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WITUDBAWN :  ' 

Beazell,  James  Farrington,  Elvin  Dann— 2. 

BESTOBED: 
Van  Yoorhies,  William— 1. 

EXCLUDED: 
Bagiey,  William  Patrick  Hayens,  Henry  Herman— 2. 

DIED : 
Blake,  George  Mansfield— 1. 


DELTA  CHAPTER,  No.  27. 

Aubnm,  Plaeer  County* 

Stated  MeetingSf  Thursday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon, 

OFFICERS  t 

John  Thompson  Kiokade,  Bigh  Priest,  John  Robert  Winders,  Princip'l  Sojourner ^ 

Edward  Frederick  Holley,  King,  Adrian  Stories  Whittemore,  R,  A.  Captain, 

James  Borland^  S)nbe,  Orrin  Whitcomb  Hollenbeck,.Jf(M(. ZdVati 

Denjamn  Dolany  Danham,  Treasurer,  Grilfith  Griffith,  Matter  2d  Vail, 

David  Wlademer  Lobeck,  Secretary,  John  McBride,  Master  1st  Vail, 

Charles  John  Hellwig,  Cop^.  of  the  Host,  Edward  8  Rnshig,  Guard, 

Past  Migh.  Priests  i 

John  Biggs  Crandall,  Charles  John  Hell  wig. 

BOTAL  ABGH  MASONS : 

Applegate,  George  Wash*n  Laven,  James  Andrew  Schaetze,  Wm.  Frederick 

Connor,  John  Michael  Lnz,  Francis  Autone  Shepherd,  Michael  Harper 

Curtis,  Henry  Chittenden     Mullen,  William  Henry  Smith,  Edward  Gay 

Fulweiler,  John  Matthias      Pratt,  Jonathan  Davis  Stonecipher,  Isaac 

Green,  William  George         Predmore,  Gera  Bretton  Waldron,  Mahlon 

Harper,  Thomas  Bnrrell       Bchnetze,  Albert  Henry  Wardwel),  Jarins  Vespasian 

—31. 

EXCLUDED:  DIED : 

Jamison,  Thomas— 1.  Hill,  Tyler  Jefferson— 1. 


STOCKTON  CHAPTER,  No.  28. 

Stoclctoii,  San  Joaquin  Oonnty. 

Stated  Meetings,  fourth  Tuesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICSIRS I 

George  Alex.  McKenzie,  Eigh  Priest,  Edward  Scott,  Principal  Sojourner, 

William  Qraham,  King,  Joseph  Fyfe,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Isaac  Lothrop,  Scribe,  Geo.  Fanlkenb'h  Smith,  Master  3d  Vaii, 

Edward  Bichard  Hedges,  Treasurer,  Julius  Bobert  Steiny,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Lemnel  Elisha  Lyon,  Secretary,  James  Edgar  Bequa,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Doran  L.  Campbell,  Captain  qf  the  Host,  Henry  Lewis  Foote,  Chaplain, 

Thomas  Driver,  Guard,  • 
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Pa«t  Hls^h 

Isaac  Sntvene  TItns,  P.  Q,  H,  P. 
William  Abraham  Davies,  P.  G,  H,  P. 
Royal  Bellows  Parker, 
Gilbert  Burnett  ClaiborDe, 


Edward  Richard  Hedges, 
Thomas  Keat  Hook, 
Alexander  Chalmers. 


BOYAL  ABCH  liASONS: 
Bailey,  Lamertine  Edward    Fraser,  Philip  Barry 


Bargion,  Peier 
Belding,  Charles 
Beritzhoff,  Alex.  Charles 
Berry,  Frederic  T. 
Bertrand,  Louis 
Bond,  Morris  Hartwell 
Brown,  Philip  Thomas 
Brutschy,  Charles 
Caine,  John 


Gardner,  Thomas  H. 
Harrold,  Nathaniel  Siggons 
Hickman,  Edward 
Hildreth,  George  Francis 
Hodgkins,  Henry 
Hnme,  James 
Ireland,  Elias 
Jackson,  John  Rob't  Scott 
Jamieson,  Andrew  Richard 


Campbell, Wash.  LaFayette  Jockers,  David 
Castle,  Christ'r  Champlin      Kelsey ,  John.  Milton 
Cay  is,  Joseph  Mills 


Choate,  Thomas  Baker 
Cooper,  Calvin  Savage 
Daniels,  James  Moore 
Dyke,  Ozro  D. 
Eldridge,  Edward  Dnane 
Eldridge,  Samuel 
Elliot,  Lyman  Weston 


Keeler,  William  Henry 
Kingsley,  James  Forman 
Kirkland,  William 
Littlehale,  James 
McCleary,  John 
Mflco,  Nicola 
Misener,  Norman  Sumner 
Norton,  Edward 
Orr,  Nelson  Mills 


Evans,  George  Spofford 

Fanning,  Howard  Malcomb  Peters,  Joseph  D. 

Fletcher,  Willard  Franklin 


Phelps,  Joseph  Larose 
Ranney,  Snllivan 
Roberts,  John  Arthur 
Rose  man,  Ferdinand 
Seilnacht,  Frank 
Selden,  James  Richard 
Shaw,  Henry  Coffin 
Shartleff,  George  Angastas 
Smith,  James  Caldwell 
Stevens,  Eben  Shepard 
Stewart,  Frank 
Stockton,  Ellas  Alonzo 
Swain,  Cornelius 
Taylor,  Hugh  Woodruff 
Taylor,  Ed,  H*y  Courtnay 
Thresher,  Minord  Sprague 
Tiigham,  George 
Thompson,  John  William 
Tucker,  Frederick  Man 
Vance,  John  Anderson 
Waterman,  Sylv's  Dexter 
Wright,  John  Bascomb— 88. 


WITHDRAWN  : 

Cutting,  Lewis  Morrison      Dorrance,  Henry  TuUy         Sargent,  Henry  Sumner— 4. 
Camer,  Charles  Isaac 


MANZANITA  CHAPTER,  No.  29. 

Nortli  San  JwLmxk^  NevmdA  Coaatjr. 

Stated  Meetings  J  first  Friday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  s 


John  Storer  McBride,  High  Priest, 
George  Cummings  Spooner,  King, 
Robert  McMnrray,  Scribe, 
John  Ambrose  Seely,  Treasurer, 
Elon  White,  Secretary, 
John  McCoy,  Captain  of  (he  Host, 

PastHlgrlft  Priests  t 

John  Ambrose  Seely,  John  Benedick  Hunter, 


Frank  Napoleon  Morris,  Prin,  Sojourner y 
Henry  Hndson  Rich,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Joseph  Gordon  Dixon,  Master  3(2  VaU, 
Frederick  Bank,  Master  2d  Vail, 
Jacob  Jepson,  Master  \st  VaU, 
William  Dunning,  Guard. 


John  Storer  McBride. 
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Atwat«r,  'Henry 
Ayer,  Leonard  Barney 
Beard,  James  Edward 
Bell,  Vincent  George 
Bnhring,  Lonis 
BnUer,  Patrick  Henry 


BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Fitter,  John 
Freeman,  Thomas 
Fnrth,  Simon 
Helwiff,  John  Henry 


Ovitt,  Alonz6  Willis 
Phillips,  Reuben 
Powell,  Reginald 
Reddington,  James 


Hickman,  John  Claybome    Stone,  John 


Hair,  William 


Bremont,  Camille  Gustave    Inder,  Job  Staples 


Cadwallader,  Niram 
Chisholm,  James  l 
Gall,  Henry 
Canard.  James  Henry 
Davis,  William  Morgan 
Effinger,  John  Henry 


Jepsen,  Otto  Christian 
McGalloagh,  James 
McNalty,  Henry 
Morgan,  John  Thomas 
Ketter,  Nathan 
Noblet,  William  Berry 


Stokes,  David 
Swan,  Anson  Barlingame 
Thomas,  Richard 
Treanor,  James  McWade 
Trood,  William 
Tacker,  Joseph  Bernard 
Westerfield,  Wm.  Jackson 

-51. 


WITUDBAWK: 
Allinbnrg,  Charles        Chapman,  Martin  Van  Bnren  Cooke,  Joseph  Bailey— 3. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES  : 

Beard,  James  Edward  Henderson,  Duncan  Perkins,  Geo.  Washington— 6. 

Getchel,  Hiram  Hillard,  Samuel  Robert 

DIED: 
Ipson,  Hana  McDonald,  Andrew  Jackson— 2. 


NAPA  CHAPTER,  No.  30. 

Nrnpa*  Nap*  C^unt^. 

8t(Ued  MedingSf  second  and  fourth  Fridays  in  each  inonih, 

OFFIOBRS  : 


Ralph  EUis,  mgh  Priest^ 
Beeby  Robinson,  King, 
William  H.  Holladay,  Scribe, 
David  Leopold  Haaa,  Treaturer, 
Henry  Oonrad  Horstmeyer,  Secretary, 
William  Bradford,  Captain  of  the  Hoet^ 


Henry  Hay  Knapp,  PrincipcU  Sojourner, 
Daniel  Burrell  Parks,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 
Robert  Crouch.  Matter  Sd  Vail, 
George  Hart,  Master  Id  VaU, 
Wm.  Corb.  Schanck  Smith,  Matter  Itt  VaU* 
Amos  Smith  Knapp,  Ouard, 


'Esutj  Hay  Knapp, 

Andrews,  William 
Armstutz,  Henry  Louia 
Blake,  Charles  Morris 
Briggs,  Sebra 
Brown,  Jacob  Barry 
Carver,  Dnmsdill  Burr 
Clark,  Samuel  Oilman 
Oorwin,  Louis  Marion 
Davis,  James  Richardson 


Paflt  JMlgkk  Priests  t 

Robert  Crouch, 

BOYAL  ABGH  MASONS: 

Ellis,  Frederick  Plummer 
Everts,  Charles  Nicholas 
Fisher,  William  Frederick 
Ford,  George  Wellman 
Getz,  Marcus 
Greer,  Thomas 
Haas,  Martin  Luther 
Hoover.  John 
Mecklenburg,  Joseph 


Ralph  Ellis. 

Sampson,  Andrew 
Sayward,  James  Wheaton 
Schoenwald,  George 
Shaw,  Matthew 
Sterling,  Robert  Henry 
Tucker,  Nion  Robert 
Van  Bever,  Peter 
Willoby,  John  Oilman 
Wines,  Charles  Buckley 

'    -34. 
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PAST  MASTER  :  BE8T0BED  : 

Miller,  Francis  Ashbory— 1.  Haas,  Martin  Lather— 1. 

WITUDBAWN : 
Brown,  William  Reed— 1. 
SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES  :  DIED: 

Stillwagon,  WilliamJWilson— 1.  Tacker,  Thoma.— 1. 


MARTINEZ  CHAPTER,  No.  31. 

BlarCiaea,  Contra  Costa  Conntjr. 

StaUd  Meetings,  Monday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon, 

OFFICBBSi 


Thomas  Allen  Brown,  High  Priest, 
Lewis  Cass  Wittenmeyer,  King, 
Simon  Blum,  Scribe, 
William  Morrill  Hale,  TrecLSwrer, 
George  Atwood  Sherman,  Secretary, 
Wm.  Henry  Bnckley,  OapU  of  (he  Host, 


Isidor  Weiss,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Daniel  Fraser,  Royal  Aroh  Captain, 
Solomon  Newberger,  Master  3d  VaU, 
Barry  Baldwin,  Master  2d  Vail, 
John  Tucker,  Mazier  \st  Vail, 
Qeorge  J.  Bennett,  Guard. 


Warren  Brown, 
Thomas  Allen  Brown, 


Carter,  Thomas  Orlando 
Compton,  William 
Fernandez,  Bernardo 
Gallagher,  Henry  Clay 
Girvan.  William 
Gray,  James 
Hard,  Roswell  Bart 
Lambert,  Hiram 

PAST  MASTER: 

Sharp,  Smith  Robinson — 1. 


Past  tngh.  Priests  s 

Hiram  Mills, 
William  Morrill  Hale, 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS 

Mathews,  Felix  A. 
Moore,  John  Adams 
O'Brien,  John  Conlin 
Rankin,  James 


Lewis  Cass  Wittenmeyer. 


Slitz,  John 
Troy,  John  Henry 
Tamer,  Benjamin  Coffin 
Wall,  George 


Buggies,  Charles  Angnstus  Walker,  James  Toomay 
Shepard,  Mark  Wiggins,  George 

Shreeye,  Benjamin  Wright,  George  Creighton 

—36. 

DIED  : 

Del  Place,  Ernest— 1. 


LOS  ANQELES  CHAPTER,  No.  33. 

lios  Anir^les,  Ijos  Anireles  Oooiity. 

Stdted  Meetings,  second  Monday  in  each  month. 


Samuel  Prager,  High  Priest, 
Henry  Sayre  Orme,  Sing, 
Anson  Branson,  Scribe, 
Samuel  Meyer,  Treasurer, 
Michel  Levy,  Secretary, 
Abraham  Wolf  Edelman,  Capt, 


OFFICERS  : 

Thos.  Edwin  Rowan,  Prino,  Sojourner, 
Moritz  Morris,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Eldridge  Edw's  Hewett,  Master  3d  VaU, 
James  Madison  Bassett,  Master  2d  Vail, 
Michael  Edward  Ryan,  Master  1st  Vail, 
of  the  Host,    Herman  Niedecken,  Guard, 
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Pmst  Mlgh.  Priefts : 

Abraham  Wolf  Edelman,  Henry  Sayre  Orme,      Francin  Pliny  Fiske  Temple. 

John  Qaincy  Adams  Stanley, 

BOTAL  ABGH  MASONS  : 

Allanaon,  Horace  Storey  Foy,  Samnel  Calvert  Leconvrear,  Frank 

Allen,  Gabriel  GIenn»  James  Newton  Martin,  William  Thomas 

Barrows,  Henry  Dwight  Grymes,  George  Anderson  Michaelis,  Marcus 

Bennett,  Silas  Hammel,  Henry  Narbunne,  Nath'l  Andrew 

Baffbm,  William  Mansfield  Higby,  Christopher  Colam's  Portugal,  Adolph 

Bnrdick,  Thomas  Henry  Hinds,  George  Reiser,  Theodore 

Bmnning,  Henry  Nicholas  Holmes,  Arthar  Child  Reynolds,  John  Jefferson 

Bntler,  George  Rawson  Holmes,  James  Gilmore  Salter,  Anton 

Campbell,  A.  Melancthon  Jackson,  Robert  Everett  Stannard,  Benjamin  Asa 

Chapman,  William  Smyth  Jacobs,  Lewis  Stanway,  Thomas  S. 

Cohen,  Solomon  Jacoby.  Nathan  Temple,  Thomas  Workman 

Craique,  Solon  Williams  Jaeger,  Lewis  J.  F.  Thompson,  Peter 

Davis,  Philip  Kidd,  Wm.  Henry  Archib'd  Weston,  Benjamin  S. 

Downey,  John  Gately  Lambonrne,  Frederick  Workman,  William— 68. 

Dncommon,  Charles  Lonis  Lazzarovich,  John 

MARK  MASTER  : 

Long,  George  Edwards— -1. 

WITHDRAWN  : 

Courtney,  William  Euhler,  Henry  Rich,  Joseph— 4. 

Horan,  Andrew 


ALTUBAS  CHAPTEB,  NO.  34. 

^  Ia  P«rte,  Plunuui  Coonty. 

SicUed  Meetings^  first  Saturday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRS  I 

John  Wesley  Jenkins,  High  Priest,  Benj.  Jacob  Sammona,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

Roderick  Sutherland,  King,  John  Frederick  Schultz,  Royal  Arch  Capt. 

Maxwell  Gaddis  Hill,  Scribe,  John  Hiram  Thomas,  blaster  Zd  Vail, 

Benj.  Wilcox  Barnes,  !Dreasitrer,  George  McLeod,  Master  2tl  VaU, 

Dixon  Brabban,  Secretary,  Charles  Smith,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Charles  Wm.  Hendel,  Capt.  qf  the  Host,  Mark  Schofleld,  Guard, 

Past  Hlflft  Priests  I 

Abel  McFarland,  Benjamin  Wilcox  Barnes,     Ellas  Anderson. 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Chittenden,  Henry  Hatfield  Kling,  Francis  Joseph  Schofleld,  Miles 

Clough,  Greeenleaf  Greeley  Lloyd,  John  Preston  Small,  Jacob 

Cox,  George  Washington      Patterson,  Robert  Pagan  Stone,  Edwin 

Descombes,  Francis  Robson,  August  Frederick  Thorn,  William  Davia 

Douglas,  John  Ruppert,  Charles  Ward,  William— 30. 

Dwinel,  Aaron  Lorenzo 
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PAST  MASTEBS: 
Boring,  Isaac  Campbell      Edwarde,  James  Edwin     Variel,  Rob't  Henry  Fanntleroy 

-3. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Jones,  Joseph  Lnckman  Meikle,  William  Stover,  John  Emmett-^. 

Meikle,  Peter  R.  Patterson,  George 

DIBD: 

Brewster^  Samuel  Thompson— 1.  , 


NAVAL  CHAPTER,  No.  35. 

Vallejo,  Sola  no  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  Wednesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  t 

Charles  Daly,  IRgh  Priest,  Benjamin  Benas,  Principal  Scjaumer, 

Rolland  Jackson  McDaniel,  King,  William  Henry  Clark,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Frank  Douglas  Mead,  Scribe,  Charles  Grove,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Edward  Thompson  Starr,  Treasurer,  John  Henry  Sailor,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Andrew  Jackson  McPike,  Secretary,  John  Daniel  Smith,  Maeter  \si  Vail, 

Frank  Garland,  Captaxn  of  the  Host,  Henry  Stahl,  Guard, 

Past  JUiSflk  Priests  t 

John  Mills  Browne,  Osgood  Hilton,  George  Fayette  Mallett. 

Mattison  Myers,  Alex.  Hopkins  Hichbom, 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS  : 

Armstrong,  Ellis  Thompson  Haas,  Solomon  Leon  Bothenbasch,  Peter 

Aden,  Remer  Johan  Hallin;  Christian  Theo.  B.  Rooney,  James 

Bond,  Jonathan  Haskin,  Enoch  William  Rounds,  George 

Brown,  Roswell  Homer         Harrier,  Daniel  Webster  Rutherford,  David 

Brown,  Frank  Edward  Henderson,  Orington  Lant  Savage,  Thomas 

Brownlie,  John  Higson,  Frederick  Delmer  SbilliDgsburg.  William 

Bruce,  Henry  Hilborn,  Samuel  Greely  Sides,  George  Elvin 

Butler,  Orrin  Hartwell  Holmes,  Ensign  Kimball  Snow,  Hiram  King 

Bertoscky,  Alex.  Bertosch   Irving,  Andrew  Kerr  Taylor,  Isaac  Byron 

Carter,  James  Little.  Samuel  Thompson,  John 

Carter,  William  McCobb,  Abiel  Henry  Titcomb,  John  Locke 

Chandler,  Robert  McLees,  Edmund  Toothaker,  HarveyPuringt'n 

Crowley,  Thomas  Jefferson  Miller,  Peter  Brewer  Topley,  James 

Clawson,  August  Miller,  George  Harrison  Tripp,  William  Henry 

Denio,  Cyrenius  Blackman    Morse,  Charles  Alonzo  Yoorhies,  Albert  Parsons 

Drake,  Frank  Perkins,  Alonzo  Wall,  John  Charles 

Edgcombe.  Joseph  Collins    Pettis,  William  Henry  Whitman,  Russell 

Farley,  Dallas  Jones  Phillips,  James  Wilson,  William  Cason 

Fassett,  Thomas  Odion         Plaisted,  George  Pomroy  Wilson,  Albion  Paris 

Ferrebee,  Nel'n  McPherson  Powell,  Abraham  Wilaon,  George  Wilkins 

Frey,  John  Robinson,  Jno.  Buckingham  Willats,  Edward  Albert 

Frisby,  William  Edward       Rogers,  David  William  Williston,  John  Edward 

Gottschalk,  Charles  Root,  William  Champion  Woods,  George  Washington 

Gunning,  Alfred  Henry        Ross,  David  Campbell  Wright,  Gilbert  LaFayette 

-88. 
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HobbB,  Isaac— 2. 


MABKMASTEBSt 
Wright,  MartiD  Jeremiah 

'WITHDBAWN: 
,  CasbiDg,  Frank  Worthy  Mattraw,  Benjamin  J^anklin— 2. 

DIED: 
Qntfyt  Alexander— 1. 


ALAMEDA  CHAPTER,  No.  36. 

OaUand,  Alameda  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRS  I 

James  Dods,  Sigh  Priestt  James  Johnson  Porter,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

William  Addison  Walker,  King,  Edwin  Dann  Farrington,  Royal  A,  Capt. 

Albert  William  Collins.  Scribe,  Cassias  Clay  Palmer,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Charles  Henri  Fred'k  Brann,  Dreaaurer,  William  Morrow  Graham,  Master  2d  VaU, 

James  Edward  Tngols,  Secretary,  Joseph  Francis  O'Beirne.ifajiter  Ist  Vail, 

Jesse  Walton,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Alanson  Whelan,  Guard. 


Alphens  Faller  Williams, 
N  athan  Weston  Spanlding, 

Allardt,  George  Frederick 
Atchison,  Bezaleel  Merritt 
Antisell,  Thomas  Murphy 
Baker,  Alfred  Septimus 
Bartlett,  Pliny 
Batcbelder,  James 
Benton,  John  Elliot 
Bigelow,  Henry  Holmes 
Boone,  William  Ely 
Bones,  Samuel  West 
Borland,  Archibald 
Bradley,  John  Tilford 
Burrell,  Alfred  William 
Case,  Isham 
Chappellet,  Felix 
Cunningham,  Parian  R 
Craib,  WiUiam 
Crawford,  John  William 
Cashing,  John 
Cushing,  Frank  Worthy 
Catting,  James  Ripley 
Davis,  Charles  Edmund 
Duncan,  James  Wesley 
Dusinbury,  Myr.  Thompson 
Dwinelle,  John  Whipple' 
Elliot,  Washington 
Emery,  Joaepb  Stickney   ' 


Past  VLlgh.  Prieatfl  i 

James  Dods, 
Walter  Laidlaw, 

BOTAL  ABGH  MASONS : 

Fairchild,  Os'r  Lew'n  Cr'd'l 
Felton,  John  Brook 
Foulkes,  James  Franklin 
Gaskill,  Rolin  Carolus 
Goodrich,  John  Tan  Bnren 
Gordon,  Jas.  Smith  Gilman 
Greenman,  Harmon 
Gnrnett,  William  James 
Hamilton,  Laurentine 
Harmon,  John  Brown 
Haven,  Charles  Dwight 
Hazelhnrst,  William 
Healy,  Jesse 
Irwin,  Harry  Frost 
Knickerbocker,  Nilea 
Knowles,  Calvin  Hall 
Kutz,  George  Fitzgerald 
Lagrange,  Oscar  Hugh 
Lamping,  Peter  A. 
Loring,  George  York 
Marston,  Benjamin  Bewail 
Mather,  Solon  Henry 
Mathews,  Henry  Edward 
McQilivray,  Joseph 
McGuire,  Jesse  Milton 
Miller,  Robert  Baird 
MiUer,  William  Noble 


Thomas  Jefferson  Arnold. 


Miller,  Peter 
Moore,  Albert  Alphonso 
Palmer,  Charles  Theo.  Hart 
Pardee,  Enoch  Homer 
Pinkerton,  Thomas  Hamil 
Pinney,  George  M. 
Ranlett,  Horace  Dodge 
Reichling,  Francis 
Rodolph,  Frank  Bequette 
Rutherford,  Chas.  Board'n 
Sessions,  Edward  Cathcart 
Sherman,  William 
Shorey,  Albert 
Skinner,  Isaac  Ash 
Smith  James  Dale       ' 
Tubbs,  Hiram 
Van  Dyke,  Walter 
Walker,  George  Russell 
Ward,  Robert 
Warner,  Alex.  Lafayette 
Watson,  John  Braddock 
Webber,  Mack 
Webster,  Edgar  Jerome 
Wilson,  William 
Whichester,  John  Pacini 
Williams,  Robert  Neal 
Yonnger,  William  Jolm—96. 
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MOST  EXCELLENT  MA.STEBS : 

Ball,  Ambrose  Everett  Mastick,  Joseph  Wood  Shakespear,  David 

Lancaster,  Joseph  Metcalf,  George  Dickinson   Tibbals,  John  Sherman--6. 

HABE  MASTER  :  WITHDRAWN : 

Danghertj,  Littieberry  Napoleon— 1.  IngersoU,  William  Bowker— 1. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES: 
Lnfkin,  Joseph  Miller,  James  Franklin  Tarbett,  Foster  Berry — 3. 

DIED: 
Chenhall,  Nicholas,  (M.  Mj—l. 


SILOAM  CHAPTER,  No.  37. 

CoUkz,  Pla«er  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  s 

Jacob  Hart  Neff,  High  Priest,  Geo.  Colbarn  Cabot,  Principal  Scjoumtr, 

Alexander  Gibson  Oliver,  King^  Leopold  Lobner,  RoycU  Arch  Vaptain, 

Octavias  King  Clondman,  Scribe,  John  Henry  Lekamp,  Master  3d  Vcul, 

Wanton  Alfred  Himes,  Treasurer,  James  Cook,  MoAier  Id  Vail, 

Morris  Lobner,  Secretary,  James  Barrows  Hayford,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Wm.  Bainbridge  Story,  Capt.  of  the  Host,  Leland  Cadjew,  Ouard, 

Past  Hlirlft  Prieats  i 

Jacob  Hart  Neff,  P.  G.  H.  P.  Melvin  Syma  Gardner. 

BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 

Allen,  Lorenzo  Thomaa  Holmes.  James  Parks,  James  Harvey 

Bradley,  Elisha  Lafayette  King,  Thornton  Peden,  Albert  Oliver 

Boden,  Thomaa  Kopp,  Charles  Mann  Provan,  William 

Coffin,  Isaac  Tibbits  Krager,  William  Henry  Rathbnrn,  John  Bell 

Disqne,  Henry  Makins,  William  Swift  Thomas,  John  Yonng 

Endean,  William  Mnrphy,  Be;nard  Thomas,  Ephraim  Mariner 

Eshback,  William  Nichols,  Thomas  Jefferson  Tolman,  Rufns  Jenkins 

Graham,  Bobert  Hill  Osbom,  Robert  Smith  Vincent,  Nicholas 

Hayford,  William  Barrows  Osbom,  Watson  Brown  Yoss,  Lonis— 41. 
Hodgdon,  James  Peverly 

MARK  MASTER  : 

Marx,  Charles — 1. 


SANTA  CRUZ  CHAPTER,  No.  38. 

Santa  Cms,  Smnta  Cms  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  Tuesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 

John  Marry  Brown,  High  Priest,  Peter  Richm'd  Hinds,  Principal  Sqjoumer, 

Richard  Harrison  Hall,  King,  Edward  Swift  West,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Lewis  Schwartz,  Scribe,  Henry  Skinner,  Master  Sd  Vaii, 

Bamael  Arnold  Bartlett,  Treasurer,  Richard  Thompson,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Frederick  Adams.  Secretary,  William  Ely,  Master  1st  Vail, 

Bemhart  Wise,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Edmnnd  Wellington,  Guard, 
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Bender,  Edwsrd 
Bias,  William  Henry 
Blackburn,  Daniel  J)rew 
Ghaae,  John  Day 
Collins,  George  Ulmer 
GammingB,  William  Nelson 
Daabenbiss,  John 


Besse,  John  Nelson 
Hoadley,  James  Henry 


PMt  HIjrlK  Prteiti 

John  Murray  Brown. 

BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS: 

Felker,  William 
Fitch,  Edwin 
Fagan,  Fierce  Bye 
Hinds,  David 
Jones,  Lorenzo  Allen 
Eilborn,  Fred.  Augustus 
Kaufman,  Green 

WITUDBAWN : 
Henson,  Poland 


Lake,  George  Peter 
McEiernan,  Charles 
Perky,  Frederick  George 
Skinner,  Henry 
Simons,  Ephriam  Israel 
Smith,  John  Morgan 
Williams,  Edward  Lawrence 

—33. 

Parsons,  Jacob — 4. 


CONNER   CHAPTER,  No.  39. 

Tracke«»  Nerada  Cooaty. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month. 

OFFICBB8  I 

Charles  Fayette  MeGlashan,  Bigh  Priesit  Joseph  Dearborn  Hilton,  Prin.  Sqjoumer, 


Joseph  Marzen,  Sr.,  JTui^i 

George  ShaefTer,  Scribe, 

Hiram  Whitehead  Roberts,  Treaswrer, 

Jolins  Adolpb,  Beoretary, 

Giulio  Beanda,  Oaptain  qf  the  Host, 


Frank  Babel,  Royal  Arch  Oaptain, 
James  W.  Hoy,  Master  Sd  VaU, 
Hogan  Johnson,  Master  2d  Vail, 
ThoB.  Maria  BiitaaconH,  Master  lit  VaU, 
Harvey  Merrill,  Guard, 

PmC  nigh  Priest : 

EUe  Ellen. 


Bacon,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Bernardo,  Giulio 
Brickell,  Edward  John 
Campbell,  William  Baker 
Chandler,  Russell  Hunter 
Doan,  Latimer  Emery 
Prates,  Frank 
Qaylord,  Eben  Hills 
Graham,  Andrew  Jackson 

Austin,  ThomM 
lerg,  Aaron 


BOYAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Hamilton,  Edward 
Hill,  William  Henry 
Hoag,  Jacob  VanDuser 
Holt,  Andrew  Jackson 
Hutchinson,  John  T 
Hyslop,  Robert 
Joesink,  Bern.  Hendriou 
Leach,  David  Walter 
Marsen,  Joseph,  Jr. 

WITHDRAWN: 
Cortois,  Charles 


Morrison,  William 
Babel,  Frank 
Royal,  George 
Richardson,  George  W. 
Richardson,  Warren 
Shields,  Michael 
StUnn,  William 
Whitmore,  James— 88. 


Dewey,  Ulysaes  Socrat64--4. 


Manhall,  James  Edgar 


XD  VOB  NON-PATMBMT  OF  DUBS : 

Schlveley,  Albert  Bedstone  Towie,  Hugh  Park— S. 
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RED  BLUFF  CHAPTER,  No.  40. 

Bed  Blnli;   Telutnui  County-. 

Stated  Meetings,  Jirst  and  third  Saturdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRS  I 


Adoniram  Jadson  Loomis,  High  Priest, 
John  Clements,  JTin^, 
Charles  Cadwalader,  Scribe, 
Henry  Clay  Richart,  Treasurer, 
Horace  Allen  Mahew,  Secretary, 
Jerome  Banks,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


Robt.  Hord  Blossom,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Wm.  Boyd  Parker,  JRoyal  Aroh  Captain, 
George  Champlin,  Master  3d  Vaii, 
John  Steward  Hale,  Master  2d  VaU, 
Bern.  Haghee  Campbell,  Master  1st  VaU, 
Ellis  Reiser,  Guard. 


Ballard,  Cnrtis  Dnrkee 
Banks,  Jerome 
Bettis,  Rawson  Sontherland 
Boice,  Thomas  Cartmill 
Beecher,  Qeorge  Winfleld 
Cameron,  James  Strong 
Collins,  Henry 
Cone,  Joseph  Spencer 
Copeland,  Hosmer  Cnrtis 
Elkins,  Henry  Marrett 
Galland,  Joseph  Bamet 
Gidney,  David  Wetmore 
Griggs,  Sidney  Allen 


Past  nigh.  Priest  i 

Adoniram  Jndson  Loomis. 
BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Healy,  Lncien  Bonaparte 
Jeffreys,  George  Woodson 
Lewis,  Edward  JefftBrson 
Merrill,  Nathaniel 
Miller,  Francis 
Misch,  Mayer 
Nagle,  Peter  Bnck 
Phillips,  John  Waterman 
Posner,  Max 
Pnls,  George 
Bawson,  Hiram  Aaron 
Roberts,  James  Barsley 

PAST  MASTERS: 


Ryan,  Thomas  R. 
Schoenfeld,  Solomon  David 
Schoenfeld,  Jeremiah 
Schroeder,  Aug.  G.  Barnhart 
Stokes,  John  Gardner 
Swain,  Theodore  Shane 
Thomas,  Samuel  S. 
Vestal,  Frank  A. 
Wadsworth,  Silas  Marsden 
Welton,  LawBon  Scoville 
Williams,  Manly  Deloa 
Wilson,  Henry  Clay-48. 


Cahoone,  William  Brower       Honghton,  Francis 
Campbell,  Charles  Ab\jah       Hanson,  Hans 

MARK  MASTEB  : 
Campbell,  William  Clark— 1. 


Wiendieck,  Herman  Henry 

-6. 

WITHDRAWN; 
Jackson,  Alex.  Bell—l. 


TEMPLE  CHAPTER,  No.  41. 

Watsoi&Tllle,  Santa  Cras  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 


James  Waters,  High  Priest, 

James  lugham,  King, 

Azro  Carlton  Putnam,  Scribe, 

Jeremiah  Sheldon  Chapman,  Treasurer, 

Charles  Lewis  Thomas,  Secretary, 


Wm.  George  Hudson,  Principal  Sojourner^ 
Alex.  Chalmers,  RoycU  Arch  Captain, 
Michael  Gagnon,  Master  Zd  Vail, 
Julius  Abraham  Goldwater,  Mast,  2d  VaU 
David  Metcalf  Aldrich,  Master  1st  VaU,    * 


James  Martin  Rodgers,  Capt.  of  the  Host,  Lewis  Allen  See,  Guard, 

Past  Hli^l^  Priests : 


James  Martin  Rodgers, 


William  Wallace  Ross, 


James  Waters. 
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BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS  : 

Abbott,  Carlisle  Stewart  Flint,  Thomas  Moffatt,  Thomas 

Ashley,  James  H.  Fowler,  Charles  Morris,  Moses 

Brewington,  Geo.  Hamilton  Friermath,  Hervy  Weston  Payne,  John  Sydney 

Blar^enship,  James  Allen  Greenbanm,  William  Porter,  John  Thomas 

Brown,  James  Hiram  Landrnm,  Wm.  Merimon  Phelan,  Martin 

Brownstone,  David  Martin,  Enos  James  Stroad,  Tracy 

Card,  George  Boardman  Maak,  Edwin  Franklin  Van  Doren,  William 

Craig,  Andrew  Mitchell,  Charles  Edward  Williamson,  William— 37. 

WITHDBAWN: 
Dobbins,  Hagh  Hillis  Stearns,  John  Peck~2. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES  : 
Rounds,  Henry  A.  Thrift,  Alexander— 2. 


CHICO  CHAPTER,  No.  42. 

Clilco,  Butte  Comity-. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  t 

Carnot  Coartland  Mason,  High  Fiiest,  Albert  Jadson  Giffbrd,  Princ.  Sojourner , 

William  Tomes  Tnrner,  Kttig,  John  Alphonso  Tamer,  Boyal  Arch  CapL 

Charles  Faulkner, iScri&e,  Edward  Cuyler Nichols,  Mastered  Vail, 

Alexander  Hill  Crew,  Treasurer,  Rochester  York  Rundel,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Oliver  Hazard  P.  Tanquary,  Secretary,  Hiram  Treat  Batchelder,  Master  Ut  Vail, 

Robert  Emmett  Warren,  Capt.  of  Host,  William  Leroy  Bradley,  Ouard, 

Past  HliiTl^  Prieata  i 

Charles  Loais  Pond,  Rafns  Macagah  Cochran,  Carnot  Coartland  Mason. 

BOYAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Bennett,  Isaac  Ragg  Gnynn,  Pleasant  Medrian  Mardock,  William 

Bidwell,  John  Hamblin.Geo.  Lawrence  Nelson,  Charles  Anderson 

Bidwell,  Abram  B  Hansen,  Laaritz  Noonan,  Jerry  Childs 

Boacher,  Josiah  Heath,  William  Daniel  Papst,  Albert 

Chapman, A agustasHarley    Holbrook,  Charles  Henry  Robinson,  John  Rose 

Clark,  James  Birney  Holmes,  Henry  Preston  Sawyer,  Alexander 

Colby,  Gilbert  Winslow        Hooghton,  Jos.  Richardson  Stevens,  Warren  Charles 

Daniels,  Samuel  Hoole,  Edward  Stilson,  Charles  Louis 

Davison,  James  Hubbs,  Benjamin  AlbertJ  Taylor,  George  Matteson 

Decker,  James  Madison        Hubbard,  Albert  A  Turner,  John  Calvin 

DodBon,  Thomas  Hulen        Jackson,  Frank  Mason  Walraven,  Garrett  Wells 

Durham,  Wm.  Wellington     Ketchum,  John  Addison  Warren,  Cyrus  Greenleaf 

Durham,  George  Waddell     Leininger,  Obadiah  Wayland,  Joseph  Franklin 

Elliot,  John  Patrick  Mitchell,  James  Ewing  Wetherbee,  Ira  Alston 

Garner,  John  Nickerson       Montgomery , J. W.  Bradford  Wood,  Jesse 

Gifford,  Albert  Jndson  Moore,  Thomas  JefTeraon  Young,  Alexander— 66. 

Graves,  Fountain  Colnmbns  Morse,  Orson  Taylor 

PAST  MASTER: 

Bailey,  A.  M.-l. 
BZOLTJDED:  DIED : 

BmlV^  John  Ne^bitt  ( 1.  M.)— 1.  Sprowl,  Samuel  Murray— 1} 
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SOLANO  CHAFTEB,  No.  48. 

Svlnui,   Solju&o  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Mxm, 

OFFICERS  I 

Joseph  Fairbanks  Wendell,  High  Priest,  Oscar  Bapill  Cogblan,  Prino.  Scjoumer, 

Jerome  Bonaparte  Richardson,  King,  Julian  Bnel  Hoyt,  Boyal  Arch  Captam, 

Jacob  Henry  Banman,  Scribe,  Adeline  Chapman,  Master  3d  Vati, 

William  Kimball  Hoyt,  Treasurer,  Freeman  Hanniwell,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Golnmbns  Palestine  Reeyes,  Secretary,  Samuel  Anthony  Morris,  Master  Ist  VaU, 

Allen  Chas.  Miller,  Captain  qf  the  Host,  William  Gastavus  Dayisson,  Qvuird, 

Past  Hlirl^  Prleata  i 

Albert  Frederick  Enorp,  Stephen  Kirby  Nnrse. 

BOYAL  ABOH  MABONS : 

Marston,  Jeremiah  Hobbs    Beeves,  Dnke  Davis 
McCrary,  Daniel  Robbina,  Reael  Drinkwater 

Miller,  Meredith  Rains  Robinson,  John 

Moore,  Arthur  Smith,  Sampson 

Perkins,  Eben  Dorman 
Pietsockie,  Harsell 
Pine,  Charles  Andrew 
Poole,  Josiah 


William  Bewail  Wells, 


Capell,  James  Smith 
Cerkell,  Wolf 
Dinkelspiel,  Adolph 
Emigh,  Thomas  Powell 
Hoyt,  George  Adolphns 
Jones,  Joseph  Pickle 
Lelthead,  William 
Longmire,  Daniel 


Stamper,  Joseph  Wolf 
Stewart,  Samnel 
Stevens,  William  Bell 
Tyrrell,  John  Hayden— 38. 


VISALIA  CHAPTER,  No.  44. 

VI— Ha,  Tulare  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Saturdays  in  each  manih. 

OFFICBBS  : 


Robert  Chidley  Broder,  High  Priest, 

John  Tuohy,  King, 

Oscar  Stephanus  Johnaon,  Scribe, 

John  William  Crowley,  Treasurer, 

Julius  Jacob  Mack,  Secretary, 

John  Thomaa  Wells,  Capt,  of  the  Host, 


Jos.  Clarence  Ward,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Richard  Hubbard  Hercus,  R,Arch  Captain, 
Theodore  Spencer,  Master  3d  Vad, 
James  Edward  Denney,  Master  2d  VaU, 
Perns  Sprague  Tracy,  MaMer  \st  VaU, 
Alpha  Hayden  Glaaaoook,  Guard. 


Past  High.  Priest  I 

Andrew  Henderson  Broder. 


Bacigalnpi,  Theodore 
Baker,  Martin 
Brewer,  Celsua 
Byrd,  Pleasant 
Chatten,  Richard 
Coleman,  John  Wiley 
Oonyera,  Bei\J.  LaFayette 


BOTAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Greighton,  Samuel  Gray 
Crowley,  Beojamin  Green 
Davisson,  Israel 
Eaton,  Mathei^ 
Elkin8,Abiel 
Esrey,  Justin 
Gilroy,  Lanncelot 


Harland,  William 
Harten,  Isaac  Monroe 
Haokett,  Henry 
Hockett,  John  Beqjamin 
Henry,  Albert  Beeoe 
Jourdan,  Frauds 
Kelly,  Thomas  Almareno 
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KirUand,  BenJ.  Spencer       Owen,  William  Renaallear    Smith,  George  Welworth 
Lansing,  Samuel  JadBon       Parker,  Baail  Gaither  Stoneman,  Finis  Ewing 

Murray,  Abram  Hanter        Parker,  Jeremiah  Wells,  Morgan  James 

Nelson,  Edward  Peter  Bnssell,  William  Alex.  Wingfleld,  Charles  Rosseaa 

—46. 
WITUDBAWN:  DIED : 

Johnson,  Thomas  Price — 1.  Mathews,  Thomas  Fowler—l. 


SANTA  ROSA  CHAPTER.  No.  45. 

8»Bto  BosAy  Soitoaui  Covuttjr. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  and  third  Wednesdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBBS: 

Adolphns  Leigh  Fitzgerald,  ^h  Priest,  Robert  Press  Smith,  Jr.,  Princ.  Sojourner , 

Elijah  Thompson  Farmer,  King,  John  Ripley  Wright,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Peter  A.  Hailman,  Scribe,  Francis  Marion ;  Caldwell,  Master  3d  Vail, 

John  McCnllongh  White,  Dreaswrer,  Daniel  Cox  NicoU,  Maxter  2d  VaU, 

William  Hamroett  Bond,  Secretary,  John  Brown,  Mazier  \sl  VaU, 

James  Bams  Gordon,  Oapt  of  the  Eoet,  Charles  Hazelwood  Holmes,  Qtiard, 

Past  nigik  Priest : 

Adolphns  Leigh  Fitzgerald. 

BOYAL  ABGH  MASONS : 

Anderson,  Wm.  LaFayette  Griggs,  Joseph  Henry  Maddox,  Lorenzo  Dow 

Andrews,  Peter  Hayes,  Robert  Eirtley  Mathews,  John 

Beam,  Jeremiah  Head,  Robertson  Mcllmoil,  John 

Brown,  Samnel  Hewlett,  Edmnnd  Palmer  Neblett,  Edward 

Carrillo,  Jnlio  fioffer,  Charles  Angostas  Overton,  Albert  Berry 

Davis,  Elisha  Lacy  Holmes,Henderson  Phineas  Parks,  David  Harrison 

Davis,  William  Wallace  Howell,  Frank  Newton  Percival,  Walter  C 

Davisson,  Daniel  D.  Hoyt,  Austin  WItham  Taylor,  John  Shakleford 

Doncan,  Daniel  Jackson,Ed.Newton  Barnes  Thompson,  Robt  Angn's,  Jr. 

Dnncan,  James  P  Johnson,  Melville  Thornton,  Geo.  Alex. 

Estinghaosen,  Wul  Adams  Johnson,  James  George  Walker,  John 

Fisher,  Aognstos  Leander  Knox,  John  Thompson  Wood,  Benj.  Seawell 

Fortson,  John  Thomas  Korbel.  Anton  Francis,  Wright,  Joseph 

Fnlkerson,  Theodoras  8.  Label,  Hermon  Toang,  Bird  Sidney— 64. 
Gannon,  James 

MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER  :  PAST  MASTERS  : 

Achaff,  Jesse  Newton— 1.  Prindle,  William       Rassell,  Henry  Davis— 2. 

WITHDRAWN:  SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES: 

Alexander,  George  Doaglass— 1.  Alban,  William  Green— 1. 

DDED : 

Boorman,  Bamaei  MeCalloagh,  William  Ragan,  Weldon  Henry  (M  M.) 

Hendley,  J<dm  —4. 
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WOODLAND  CHAPTER,  NO.  46. 

Woodland,  Yolo  County* 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  t 

Thomas  Gross  Pockman,  High  Prie^  George  Jermain  Cole,  Prin.  Sojourner, 

Andrew  Carlisle  Kean,  King,  Nicholas  Wjckoff,  EoycU  Arch  Capt., 

James  Yiers,  Scribe,  Temple  Perin  Magee,  Master  3d  VaU, 

John  Dixon  Stephens,  TYecuurer,  Frederick  Miller,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Daniel  B^onroe  Barns,  Secretary,  Thomas  Ross,  Master  1st  VaU, 

James  Kerson  Smith,  Capt,  of  the  Host,  Godfrey  Rodolph,  Guard. 

Vault  Ulgh.  PrieHs : 

Thomas  Cross  Pookman,  Charles  Henry  Davis. 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Aronson,  Henry  Fnrst,  Leopold  Button,  James  Alexander 

Bailey,  Alonzo  Aloande  Gable,  Harvey  Clinton  Lowry,  John  William 

Bane,  Edward  Francis  Garey,  George  Jones  Maltby,  John  Edward 

Banfield,  John  A.  Gardner,  Matthew  Harden,  William  Harrison 

Barney,  Carey  Goode,  Daniel  Boone  Megowan,  Robert  Wickliffe 

Bray,  Edward  Gaines  Goodin,  Thomas  C.  Miller,  Hezekiah  Monroe 

Bollock,  James  Porter  Griffith,  Abraham  Paremonr,  Edward  Littleton 

Davis,  Samuel  Augustus  Grimes,  Geo.  Clayton  Proctor,  Calvin  Weld 

Dexter,  Lorenzo  Guthrie,  Thomas  Walker  Schindler,  David 

Dresbach,  William  Harlan,  Benjamin  Franklin  Simpson,  John  Lowery 

Ely,  Isaac  Jefferson  Harling,  Micajah  Oglesby  Snowball,  John  W. 

Eraser,  Donald  Harper,  Sterling  Gorman  Steiuer,  Adam  J. 

Freeman, Frank'n Sylvester  Hill,  Henry  Abraham  Tebbs,  Lilborn  Edrington 

Frost,  Charles  Stinson  Hurlbut,  Daniel  Bradley  Vaughn.Cornelias  L.Neuvall 

WITHDRAWN:  EXPELLED  : 

Mahan,  Samuel  Nowlin— 1.  Shearer,  Arthur  Benton— L 

DIED: 
Wescott,  Oliver  Bates— 1. 


LASSEN  CHAPTER,  No.  47. 

SuMm^ille,  Lawen  Coontjr. 

Stated  Meetings,  Friday  of  or  next  succeeding  Full  Moon  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  t 

John  Chaney  Partridge,  High  Priest,  Albert  Augn's  Smith.  Principal  Sojourner, 

John  Renshaw  Lockwood,  King,  Dennis  Tanner,  Royai  Arch  Captain, 

Zetus  Newell  Spalding,  Scribe,  Albert  George  Bechtol,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Davis  Knoch,  TreoMurer,  Saunders  Saunders,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Doane  Harrison  Tucker,  Secretary,  Eben  Gaston  Bangham,  Master  Ist  VaU, 

Wm.  Henry  Crane,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Allen  Wood,  Guard, 

Past  High.  Priest  t 

Allen  Wood. 
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BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Dili,  Andrew  McKissickt  Jacob  Sloss,  Ferdinand  Ameriona 

Duncan,  And.  Cunningham  Minkler,  William  Bpanldiog,  Zetns  Newell 

Fitch,  John  Edward  Naileigh,  William  Hill  Smyth,  Robert  DebntU 

Goamaz,  Philip  J.  Otto,  Anthony  Streshly,  Orlando 

Hathaway,  Hiram  Jackson  Sawyer,  John  Jacob  Stiles,  Lyman  Collins 

Leavekt,  Benjamin  Hanson  Segra?e,  John  Henry  Ward,  Trowbridge  Hyer 

Hasten,  William  Einea  Sheldon,  Benjamin  Franklin  Whitlock,  James  Henry— 32 

MABK  MASTEBS  : 
Richardson,  Joseph  Hall,  Davis  C— 2. 


DIXON  CHAPTER,  No.  48. 

Dixon,   Solamo  Ooantjr.  ^ 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Tuesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRS  I 

John  Sweeny,  High  Priest^  Amiel  Hockheimer,  Principal  SojoumeTf 

George  Chnrchill  McEinley,  JTini/,  Henry  Ackerson  Boss,  RoyaL  A,  Captain^ 

Andrew  Good  Sammers,  5cri&6,  Alexander  Eraser,  Master  3d  FatZ, 

William  Steele,  Treag/urer,  James  Charles  North,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Bemhard  Ettlinger,  Secretary,  Daniel  Dominic  Byrne,  Master  \st  Fat{, 

Daniel  Longmire,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Elias  Mortimer  Tyler,  Guard, 

Past  High.  Priest  t 

James  Addison  Ellis. 

BOTAL  ABGH  MASONS  : 
Abbay,  John  Alexander       Eppinger,  Herman  Eillebrew,  William 

Agee,  Christop'r  Colnmbos  Garnett,  James  St.  Clair       Merryfield,  Justus  Chandler 
Bishop,  Orlando  Lask  GoefTert,  Henry  McCune,  Henry  Ewalt 

Blitch,  Joseph  Luke  Gregory,  Thomas  Meredith  McLean,  Fleming 

Blum,  Moses  Jr.  Johnson,  James  OUs  Munsie,  John  Dayid 

Brock,  Tilmon  Howard         Johnson,  William  Sallee,  Joseph  Walter 

Carlisle,  Chas.  Hambleton    Kirsch,  John  Philip  Wilcox,  Harvey— 35. 

Coibnm,  Ang's  Franklin 

MOST  BXOELLENT   MASTEBS: 
Gates,  Thomas  Milton  Talbot,  John  Green— 2. 

PAST  MA8TEB: 
Cnrrey,  Montgomery  Bcott— 1. 
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MODESTO  CHAPTER,  No.  49. 

ModestOb  Stanlalaui  Covmtjr. 

Stated  Meetings  f  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon. 

OFFICBBfli 

William  John  Houston,  ^h  Priest,  Geo.  Washington  Dowda,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

BeptimoB  Allen  Oleveland,  King,  Thos.  Andreir  Wilson  ,iioya2^roA  Captain, 

Henry  Oeorge  James,  Scribe,  Isaao  Ripperdan,  Master  Sd  Vail, 

Caleb  Dorcy,  JHasiarer,  Bamnel  Y.  Wardrobe,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Erastns  Eagleson,  Secretary,  John  Dallas  Teeter,  Master  Ist  Vail, 

Alex.  Bnrkett,  Captain  qf  the  Host,  Charles  Isaac  Carner,  Quard, 

BOTAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Beard,  Eliha  Bnrrltt  Jacobs,  Henry  Vlsher,  John 

Cookson,  Thomas  Badger,  John  Walthal,  Lawson  Bnrfoot. 

Hewit,  Chas.  Loais  Adolph.  Tombs,  Geo.  Washington  —20. 

PASTMA8TEBS: 
Manning,  Patrick  Newson,  John  M.— 2. 


VENTURA  CHAPTER,  No.  50. 

8ai&  Biaen»T-eBtiur»,  Tentar»  Coiant|r« 

Stated  Meetings,  Tuesday  of  or  next  preceding  the  FuU  Moon  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSl 

Jonathan  Doan  Hines,  Bigh  Priest,  Chas.  Grandison  Finney,  Prino,  Sojourner, 

James  Allen  Day,  King,  Richard  Cox,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Nathan  Weston  Blanchard,  Scribe,  Lemuel  Clark  McKeeby,  MaMer  Zd  Vail, 

,  Treasurer,  William  Ware  Sparks,  Mculer  id  VaU, 

Geo.  Shoebridge  Gilbert,  Jr.,  Secretary,  Volney  Alex.  Simpson,  MaMer  \sl  VaU, 

Wm.  Tilden  Kittredge,  CapL  qfthe  Host,  John  Givens  Turner,  Guard, 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Arundell,  William  Henry  Cannon,  Marion  Grimes,  Brice 

Brooks,  James  Marion  Chaffee,  Walter  Scott  Gilbert,  Thomas 

Bard,  Thomas  Robert  Clemmens,  Andrew  Stanchfleld,  Levi  Gould 

Blakeslee,  George  Andrew  Eastin,  La  Fayette  Findla  Snrdam,  Boyes  Gaylord— 25. 

Blackstock,  Nehemiah  Edwards,  Evan  Alfred 
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CORINTHIAN  CHAPTER,  No.  61. 

Santo  Barbara,  Santo  Bar1»ara    Coni&tjr. 

Siaied  Meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS! 

John  Peck  Stearns,  Eigh  Priest,  Thaddens  Bates,  Principal  Sojowmtr, 

George  Edward  Childs,  King, ,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 

Jacob  Parsons,  Scribe,  Stephen  H.  Olmstead,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Charles  Clifford  Hnnt,  Treasurer,  Richard  Oreille  Hunt,  Master  2d  VaQ, 

Edgar  Luzerne  Paddock,  Secretary,  Albert  C.  J.  Wilson,  Master  Ist  VaU, 

John  H.  Peer,  Capt,  of  the  Most,  Joseph  Meroox,  Guard, 

BOYAL  ABCH  MASONS: 

Buchanan,  Alfl-ed  William  Garretson,  Joseph  M.  Rich,  Joseph 

Collhis,  George  W.  Gonrley,  Elikim  T.  Trenwith,  George  F. 

Taber,  Gteorge  Hart,  Thomas  Woods,  Ljn.  P. 

Fawcett,  Eugene  Hathaway,  David  F.  Walker,  Frank— 24. 
Forbes,  John  C. 

MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTERS: 
Ealand,  Joseph  Norway,  William  H.— 2. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES : 
Alvord,  Charles  E.  Bowers,  Stephen>-2. 


154 


LIST  OF  GBAin)  0HAPTEB8. 


H 

»— I 


O 

Iz; 

H 
Pm 
-«< 

H 

O 
H 

GO 


04 


o 
»  1 

a' 

n 

O 

CQ 

2 


PS 
02 

n 

O 

>^ 
PS 

P 


a 

H 

^ 


M  lOOO 

•Bao«ijfYi£|«««® 


•8j9irow-g-W 


|C<1     -w 


8J9J8UJ^;S«J|^ 


•BOajSBJf'Hl 


•papofdjil'* 


•paiQi 


•panadxal 


•papnpxai 


aoQ-aXl-Bngi 


sdnpjo}.i«d 
aoajoj-QBiisi 


•niiBjpqij^j 


*p9J0)8dHl 


C4 


CO 


p» 


•paiBifHfVl 


■  oofn  e«i 


•p»M«xa!«*®s 


•paAiaodH 


a>*oc<t 
CI      ^ 


'passBj 


OC9CS 


*P93(J1!]I( 


C4        i-l 


1004 


^ 


eo 


eo 


OOr-l 


»H« 


fnio 


04      'VH 


«Ou3 


;o  coeo 

C4 


tptcco 


C9 


04 


04 


CO 


eo 


b-eoO0>-^'^cidoe>«'^'^<«#e4^03SeoQ5 


e*M>i^ 


CI 


C4 


dd  1-1 


C«i-I 


•OC4      •^ 


eo 


r-l  i-i  ;C  eo  i-i  d 


cieo 


es 


C4e« 


i-«CSr-ieO 


•ooftooeo'^eoeo^aoeo 


•oeoooeoeoeoeoe^ooeo 


^ooo4'^oocooQC4oeoeoio 


C9i-i 


C4 


CIC>*      • 


OS  CDCOOO 


cqiocpko 


p^d  Id  CDkO 


^eoH'^coooeoc4«oeoeotOf-<iHp^u)<0>o 


o 

M 

o 
o 

h 

o 

M 

o 

»4 


o 
o 

00 


o 
a  o  o 

(-■Q  ^  ^  eS 


a 


OB     . 

Si  : 


5* a  -  -©•«  -^ 


o 

O     »4 


-08 


"S 


as  S-  3»2  o  "35  «  H  «  a  S.2-^  «  E  a.S  oJ2  a- 


S  5  V  08  o 


«  &;  «  S"»^  «s 


5  •s^s 

nj  a-^  rs  •^^ 


'i. 

-  «  ^ 
«  es  g 


®     ~ 


O0^d^b^^k^»i.O«oasa>e9S^ 

facoSScoJHpL,°C^OOCUfcO:50-<aD 


-U9ld«q3  *Oj( 


pHCieo^kotob-oco) 


Oi-He4co'<4)io<ot»Qoo»OpHe«eo'H)iAcob-ao 


o 


LIST  OF  GRAND  0HAPTEB8. 


166 


•oeoo: 

>  •OOOQOOO^noC 

>  •  u9  eo  00  o)  ■<«  CO  o: 

!9 

>  eo  CO  t- -^^i  le  iS  00  oi 

OU9 

)C4  94 

'S 

FN 

■       ■ 
•       • 

■  •    •    •    •  (0 

■  •    .    •    ■        •    • 

•     1 

>             •             4 

• 
• 

•  FN    •    .e^    • 

•W 

fN 

•»H^ 

1    •    ■  eo    •    •    •    • 

•        •                 ■        •        •        • 

•o 

r-l 

■         ■                    ■         ■ 

p          • 
«          ■ 

^ 

•            « 

•r-l 

■           • 

•    '^    -c* 

•          • 

2* 

•  ^^ 

•  90 

• 

;     ;     ;C«     ■ 

•     • 

C4 

t- 
es 

CS^i- 

1— 1  ri  ^H 

fHC»  «  ■^fN      • 

•             1 

•  1  Oi 

•  1  eo 

■             • 

.     .     .  ,^     . 

•     •    1  ^^ 
'     '    1 

i 

FN         > 

UO 

« 

:  1 

• 

10*4 

;      .00 

.     .00 

• 

• 

•        .FN        «        • 

•Cl 

eo 
eo 

eo^ 

• -«  lO  C4  ^ 

•                                        ■ 

• 
1         • 

S 

v-l«H      ' 

•    •    •     FN 

• 
• 

t- 

•  e^^ 

^ 

•lO-"* 

•  tofooo'^'^    •  00  o»  CD  «o -^  w  to  eo -^  « <o  04  eo 

S 
c^ 

•  eo-^ 

••oeoacr--«4i    •QOb-c0cO'^«ou3eQ<4iao«0C4«o 

i 

•  eo"^ 

f    .iOtot-t«eo    -  00  o»  CO  t- -^ -^  c^  CO -^  Od  00  C4  »o 

FN 

eo 

■        • 

-CO<OC^t>'^      . f-OCO  00  aO  ^OC  00  10  10  00  09  U3     I 

O 
eo 

fNC^        CO 
CO  CO  «    CO 


:*    «g    p    •-* 


feo 

t"   w       a. 


00  00  '  00  00-  00*  00  ••  00"  *    •    oc  S 

^f-*  »-l^  FN  FN  ,H  fN^ 

OcT^  oor^;  05  «?3  "-^5  5    5    S    0?5    J 

fH  CI  "^ 


005 


22" 


I 

O 

525 


^c^sI^Im  III 


o 

I  tJ  13  ••-  .S 


>p*?5l 


5  =  5*2 

«  ^a  2 
oe  M  o 


OS 


esOFNC4eo'Hiincot<'OOAO 
w  00  eo  eo  so  co  co  po  co  oo  co  ^ 


•-Ne4co^iO(or«XAOFH 


a 


S3      . 


.S3  : 


so  o 


•   :5  »  : 


c<  c«  C4  4-c«  oooocQeoeoeooooococO'^'^"^^'^'^"* 


O 


156  UBT  OF  GBAND  OFFIOEBS. 


GRAND   OFFICERS 

JDleoted  alnoe  tha  OrgaDlsation  of  the  Grand  Chapter^  July  28.  A.  1. 2384. 

1'8  5  4. 

GsABLBS  M.Radoliff,  Groiuifii^A  Priett.    A.  B.  Hot, Chand  King. 

John  D.  GREiOH,./>ep.  Grand  JRgh  PriuL    Hugh  G.  Platt, Qrand  Scribe, 

1855. 

John  D.  Gsbigh, Grand  Bigh  PriuL    William  W.  Tratlob, Qrand  King, 

IsAAO  Davis, Dep,  Qrand  High  Priest.    Leyerbtt  Bradley, Grand  Scribe. 

1856. 

Oranob  H.  Dibblb,      Qrand  High  Prie$t    WHiriNa  G.  West,        Grand  King. 

Wx.  W.  Traylor,  />ep.  Qrand  High  Priui.    *  Jambs  A.  Jackson, Chand  Scribe. 

185  7. 

William  W.  Tratlor,  Qrand  ^gh  Priat    Whiting  G.  West Grand  King. 

Thos.  H.GA8WBLL,  Dep.Qrand^gh  Prient.    *  Jambs  A.  Jackson, Chand  ScrUfe. 

185  8. 

Thomas  H.  Gaswbll,  Qrand  ERgh  Prie$t.    *  James  A.  Jackson Grand  King. 

Whiting G.WBST,Z)ip.  Qrand  High  Prieat.    *Hbnry  Hare  Hartley,.  . .  Qrand  Scribe. 

1859. 

Whiting  G.  West,.  . ..Grand  High  Priett.    Aaron  D. Park, Grand  King. 

*H.  H.  Hartley,  .  Dep.  Qrand  ERgh  Priest.    *Lewi8  Reynolds,  ..... Grand  Scribe. 

1  8  60< 

*Henry  H.  Hartley,    Grand  High  Priest.    Jambs  W.  Bioknell, Grand  King. 

Adolphcts  RoLLUB,Dqp.OrandHighPriest.    Ezra  Howard  Van  Deoar,  Qrand  Scribe* 

1  861. 

*HbnryH.  Hartley,    Qrand  High  Priest.    Ezra  Howard  YAif  Dbcar,  Grand  King. 
Adolphus  HoLLUB,Z>ep.Grand  HighPriest.    John  Eirkpatrigk, Grand  Scribe, 

186a. 

Adolphus  Hollub,.  .  Qrand  High  Priest.    John  Kirkpatrigk, Grand  King. 

Ezra  H.  YanDboar,  .  ZTep.  Qr.  High  Priest.    Oharles  Marsh Grand  Scribe. 

1  863. 

Ezra  H.  Van  Dbcar,  . .  Qrand  High  Priest.    Charles  Marsh, Grand  King. 

John  Eirepatrick,  .  Dep.  Or  JRgh  Priest.    William  A.  Dayies, Qrand  Scribe. 

18  6  4'. 

*T8 AAO  Dayis, Grand  High^Priest.    Charles  Marsh, Grand  King. 

John  Eirkpatrick,  Dep.  Qr.  High  Priest.    William  A.  Dayies, Chand  Scribe . 

18  6  5. 

John  Eirepatrick,.  .  Grand  High  Priest.    William  A.  Dayies, Qrand  King. 

Charles  Marsh,  />ep.  Grand  High  Priest.    Isaac  B.  Titus, Grand  Scribe. 
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1866. 

Chables  Marsh Grand  High  Priett,    Isaao  S.  Titus, Grand  Kmg. 

Wm.  a.  Dayibs,  ./>ep.  Grand  High  Priut.    *John  W.  Habvills, Grand  Scribe, 

186T. 

Isaac  s!  Titus Grand  High  Priext,    •John  W.  HabyillB,  . .  T. . .  Grand  King, 

*Jas.  a.  Jackson,  .  .D€p,Qr,  High  Priett,    Obobob  T.  Obdoss, Grand  Scribe, 

1868. 

•John  W.  Hartillb,  Groiul  High  Priett,    J  as.  Lawbbncb  Bkolibh,  . . .  Grand  King, 

Geobob  T.  Grimbs,  Dep,  Gr,  High  Priest,    Jacob  H.  Nbfp, Grand  Scribe, 

1870. 

Geobob  T.  Gbocbs,  . .  Grand  J^h  Priest,    Jacob  H.  Nbfp, Grand  King, 

Jas.  Lawr.  English,  .  Dep,  Or,  H,  Priest    Stbphbn  Wino, Grand  Scribe. 

1871. 

Jas.  L.  Engijsh,  ....  Grand  Mgh  PrieeL    Stbphbn  Wino, Grand  King, 

Jacob  H.  Nbfp, Dep,  Or,  H,  Priest,    *Jo8bph  Isaacs, Grand  Scribe, 

187a. 

Jacob  H.  Neff, Grand  Sigh  PriesL    Wx.  Thomas  Betnolm,.  . . .  Grand  King. 

•JosBPH  Isaacs,  . . .  .2>q>.  Or,  H,  Priest,    Wm.  Albz.  Januabt, Grand  Scribe. 

1878. 

Wm.  a.  Dayibs,  ....  Grand  High  Priest,    Wm.  Thomas  Betnolds,  . . .  Grand  King. 
•Joseph  Isaacs, D^.  Or.  E,  PriesL    Wm.  Alexander  Januabt,.  Grand  Scribe. 

1874. 

Wm.  Alex.  JANUART,G^and  High  Priest,    John  Mills  Bbownb, Grand  King, 

Wm.  T.  Reynolds, .  .Dep.  Or,  H,  Priest,    Henbt  Hat  Knapp, Grand  Scribe. 

1875. 

Wm.  T.  Reynolds,.  . .  Grand  High  Priest,    Henry  Hat  Ehapp Grand  King, 

Alex.  G.  Abell,  D^,  Grand  High  Priest,    Nathan  W.  Spauldino,.  .  Grand  Scribe, 

1876. 

Alex.  G.  Abell,  ....  Grand  High  I^riest,    John  Mills  Bbownb, Grand  King, 

Henry  Hay  Enapp,  Dep,  Or.  High  Priest.    NathaK  W.  Spauldino,  . .  Grand  Scribe. 

•PeceMed. 
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GRAND  CHAPTERS 

IN  CO]fMUNICA.TION  WITH  THB 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA 

NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  OF  GRAND  SECRETARIES. 
Grand  Chapten.  Grand  Secretaries.  Residenoe. 

ALABAMA, Daniel  Satbb, Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS, Lukk  E.  Barber, Little  Rock. 

CANADA R.  P.  Stephens, Toronto. 

COLORADO, Ed.  C.  Parmblbe, Georgetown. 

CONNECTICUT Joseph  K.  Wheeler, Hartford. 

DELAWARE, J.  P.  Allmond, Wilmington. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA,. . .  .L.  G.  SfEPHENS, Washington. 

FLORIDA, Db  Witt  C.  Dawkins, Jacksonville. 

GEORGIA, J.  Ekmett  Blaokshear, Macon. 

ILLINOIS, Jambs  H.  Miles, Chicago. 

INDIANA, John  M.  Bramwbll Indianapolis. 

IOWA, William  B.  Lanoridoe Moscatine. 

KANSAS, Erasmus  T.  Care, Leavenworth 

KENTUCKY John  H.  Branham, Louisville. 

LOUISIANA, James  C.  Batchelor, New  Orleans. 

MAINE Ira  Berry, Portland. 

MARYLAND, Willlam  A.  Wentz, . .  .Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS A.  P.  Chapman, Boston. 

MICHIGAN, W.  P.  Innez, Grand  Rapids. 

MINNESOTA, E.  D.  B.  Porter, St.  Paol. 

MISSISSIPPI, J.  L.  Power, Jackson. 

MISSOURI, Geo.  Frank  Gouley, Bt  Louis. 

NEBRASKA, William  B  Bowen Omaha. 

NEVADA, Samuel  W.  Chubbuoe Gold  Hill. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE, .John  A.  Harris, Concord. 

NEW  JERSEY, Thomas  J.  Corson, Trenton. 

NEW  YORK, Christopher  0.  Pox,.  .• Buffalo. 

NORTH  CAROLINA, Donald  W.  Bainb Raleigh. 

NOVA  SCOTLi, James  Gossip Halifax. 

OHIO, James  Nesbit Troy. 

OREGON, R.P.  Eabhart, Salem. 

PENNSYLVANIA John  Thomson, Philadelphia. 

RHODE  ISLAND, George  H.  Burnham, Providence. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA, Mybb  B.  Moses, Sumter. 

TENNESSEE John  Frizell Nashville. 

TEXAS, Robert  Brewster Houston. 

VERMONT, W.  H.  S.  Whitcomb, Burlington. 

VIRGINIA, John  Dove. Richmond. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. Odbll  S.  Long, Wheeling. 

WISCONSIN, John  W.  Woodhcll, Milwaukee. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

Of  ottief  Juri^didtioiu^  lyokf  tt|e  ^fki\d  dl^^tef  of  dklif ofqik. 


Canada, Chables  Louis  Wiooin,  Grand  Secretary,.  San  Francisco  ; 

District  of  Colambia,. . .  .Chables  Mabsh.  Past  Grand  H.  P Hevada ; 

Lonlsiana, Thomas  Hubbard  Cabwbll,  P.  G.  H.P.,. . Neoada, ; 

New  York, Charles  Marsh,  Past  Grand  H.  P., Nevada  ; 

Nova  Scotia Charles  Marsh,  Past  Grand  H.  P., Nenada  ; 

Maine, Charles  Marsh,  Past  Grand  H.  P., Nevada ; 

Masaachasetts, Charles  Marsh,  Past  Grand  H.  P Nevada ; 

Mississippi Geokoe  Tuttlb  Grimes,  Past  Grand  H .  P., . San  Francisco ; 

Oregon, Geobob  Clement  Pbbkins,  P.  H.  P., San  Frandsco  ; 

Sonth  Carolina Charles  Mabsh,  Past  Grand  H.  P Nevada. 


REPRESENTATIVES 
OF   THE   GRAND    CHAPTER    OF    CALIFORNIA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  CHAPTERS. 


Canada Hbnbt  McPhibson, Otoen  Soundf  OnCo; 

Iowa, William  B.  Lamgbidos, Muscatine ; 

Kansas, John  Bbown Leanenworih, ; 

Eentacky Henby  Bostwiok, 

Lonisiana, J.  Q.  A.  Fellows, New  Orleans  ; 

Maine, Josiah  H.  Dbctmmomd Portland; 

Maryland, Edward  T.  Shultz, Baltimore  ; 

Massachusetts, John  McClbllan Boston  ; 

Minnesota, Silas  B.  Merrill, St»  Paul ; 

Missouri William  Willmott i Hamilion  ; 

Nebraska, E.  A.  Allen, Omaha; 

New  Jersey Edward  Goelleb, Trenton ; 

New  York, John  L.  Lewis, New  York  ; 

Sonth  Carolina, Acoustin  T.  Bmtthb, Charleston  ; 

Tennessee Townsend  A.  Thomas, Nashville  ; 

Wisconsin, M.  M.  Cothbbn, Milwaukee. 
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GRAND    CONVENTION 


07  THB 


ORDER  OF  HIGH  PRIESTS, 


07  THB 


STATE   OF   CALIFORNIA. 


Seventeenth  Annual  Convention. 


The  seyenteenth  Annnal  Grand  Oonvention  of  the  Order  of  High 
Priests  of  the  State  of  Galiforma,  assembled  at  the  Masonic  Temple, 
in  the  ciiy  of  San  Francisco,  on  Wednesday,  the  twelfth  day  of  April, 
1876,  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

There  were  present  the  f oUowing 

OPFICXBS  : 

The  M,\  E,\  JAMBS  LAWRENCE  ENGLISH President; 

"  B,\  E,\  William  Wilbon  Tbaylob, Chaplain ; 

**  B.'.  K:  HiBAH  Thboop  Gbaybs, jyeasurer; 

"  R.%  E.\  Thsodobk  Edward  Smith, Recorder; 

*•  B,'.  E.\  WiLBT  Jambs  Tiunin, Master  of  OeremomM; 

*'  B.\  E.\  WiLUAM  Abraham  Dayies, Condudor  ; 

**  B.\  K\  William  Munbob  Pbtbib, Herald : 

AIbo  GompanioDB  Ghbistian  Olo  Christiansen,  Louis  Cohm,  Samuzl  Qbavbs, 
Adolphus  Hollub,  Hbnby  Hay  Knapp,  Thomas  Kyle,  William  Thompson  Lutheb, 
Adonibam  Judsom  LooMifl,  Geobob  Alexander  HoKenzie,  Stephen  Eirby  Nubse^ 
William  Thomas  Reynolds,  James  Mabtin  Rodoebs,  Edwin  Aldbich  Rodoebs, 
John  Fbancis  Snow,  John  Whitten  Subpaoe,  Benjamin  Franklin  Tuttlb,  James 
Waters,  Chables  Louis  Wiooin,  Alezandeb  Gubdon  Abell. 

The  M.'.  E,\  President  made  the  foUowing  appointments,  pro  tem- 
pore : — 

Comp.  Adolphus  Hollub, Vice  Presidents 

**       Chables  Louis  Wiooin, Sleward : 

And  the  Oonvention  was  opened  in  ^m  <f  orm. 
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Tbe  readiDg  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  had  at  the  last  ^n* 
nnal  Convention  was  dispensed  with,  the  members  being  furnished 
with  printed  copies  thereof. 

Petitions  were  received  from  the  following  named  Companions : — 

JoREPH  Miller  Litchfield,  High  Priest,  of  OaZi/or/iia    Chapter,  No.    5 

John  Kirk  Barnard, ••        •*       •*    Calaveras  •*  No.  12 

Jahe.^  Moon, •*        •'        *•    Georgetown        "  No.  2.5 

William  Burt  Clayton, **       *'        *•   Oakland  **  No.  26 

OflCAR  Valentihb  Walker, P.  H.  Priest,  of  Pttaluma  "  No.  22 

John  Thompson  Kinkadb, High  Priest,  of  Delta  "  No.  27 

Charles  Fa  YETTB  HcG  LASH  AN, **        ••        '•   Donner  •'  No.  39 

Joseph  Faibbanks  Wendell, ••       *•       *•  Solano  *•  No.  43 

Robert  Chidlet  Broder '*        "        "    Visalia  '*  No.  44 

John  Chaney  Partridge, ••        "        •*  Lassen  "  No.  47 

John  SwBANY ...     "        "        '•    Dixon  "  No.  4« 

Who  were  severally  elected  to  receive  the  Order  of  High  Priest. 

Companions  LircnriEiiD,  Babnabd,  Moon,  CiiATTON,  Walker, 
KiNKADE,  McGlabhan,  Wendeli^,  Brodeb,  and  Sweant,  were  then 
introduced  and  received  the  Order  of  High  Priest. 

The  following  named  companions  were  then  elected  officers  for 
the  ensning  year : — 

William  Wilson  Traylor, Preidflent ; 

E.\  Wiley  James  Tinnin, .* Vice  Presidi  nt ; 

Benjamin  Franklin  Tuttle, i'haplain ; 

Hiram  Throop  Grates, Treasurer ; 

Theodorb  Edward  Smith, Recorder  ; 

William  Mitnrob  Pktrie '.  Master  of  Ceremonus ; 

William  Abraham  Davies Conductor; 

John  Francis  Snow ...  Herald ; 

.  E.\  Alezandbb  Gurdon   A  bell, Steioard, 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Convention  was  closed. 

Attest: 

Theodore  Edwabd  SMirn,  Recorder. 
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"    R.- 
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"    R.' 

.E. 

"    R.- 

.E. 

••     R,' 

.E. 

"    Rr 

.E. 

"    R.' 

.K 

"    JR.- 

.E. 

OFFICERS  AND   MEMBERS 

OF  THB 

GRAND  CONVENTION  OF  HIGH  PRIESTS. 


OFFICERS  : 

William  Wilson  Tray  lor,  President,  Theodore  Edward  Smith,  Recorder, 

Wiley  James  Tinnin,  Vice  President,       William  Manroe  Petrie,  Master  Ceremonies, 
Benjamin  Franklin  Tattle.  Chaplain,       William  Abraham  Davies.  Conductor, 
Hiram  Throop  Graves,  Treasurer,  John  Francis  Snow,  Herald. 

Alexander  Gordon  Abell,  Steicard, 

MEMBERS  : 

Akerly,  Benjamin  Davis,  Charles  Henry  Knox,  William  Franklin 

Anderson,  Elias  Dobrowsky,  Adolph  Knorp,  Albert  Frederick 

Arnold,  Thomas  JefTerson  Dods,  James  Knnkler.  John  Ernest 

Bacon,  Ely  Griffith  Doncasier,  Richard,  Jr.  Kyle,  Thomas 

Baras,  Frederick  Ferdinand  Doncaster.  Samuel  Kinkade,  John  Thompson 

Barnes,  Benjamin  Wilcox  Ellis,  Ralph  Laid  ley,  James 

Barnard,  John  Kirk  Ellen,  EUe  Lanphier,  Gilbert 

Bicknell,  Jas.  Witherspoon  English,  James  Lawrence  Lawrence  William  Lee 

Binney,  Andrew  Jackson  Fitzgerald,  Adolphus  Leigh  Lawson,  Powell  Samuel 

Blair,  Oharles  Hacraurdo  Foster,  Francis  Lott,  Charles  Fayette 

Bond,  Joshua  Lester  Gardner,  Melvin  Syms  Luther,  William  Thompson 

Brady,  Alex.  Buchanan  Gilbert,  George  Heirn  Lyon,  William  Henry 

Brown,  Josiah  Perkins  Glover,  James  Russell  Leech,  Reuben 

Brown,  Thomas  Allen  Gobs,  Leonard  Loomis,  Adoniram  Jndson 

Browne,  John  Mills  Graves,  Samuel  Litchfield,  Joseph  Miller 

Broder,  Andrew  Henderson  Graham,  Thomas  JefTerson  Marsh.  Charles 

Broder,  Robert  Ohidley  Grimes,  George  Tnttle  May,  George 

Burke,  John  Martin  Harden,  John  B.  Mason,  John  Clifton 

Borch,  John  Chilton  Hayes,  Russell  Thayer  Mason,  Carnot  Conrtland 

Bystle,  David  Porter  Hayward,  Alvinza  McCormick,  William 

Besae,  John  Nelson  Hedges,  Edward  Richard  McFarlan,  Abel 

Blake,  George  Mansfield  Hewson,  John  Bankson  McMnrry,  Valentine 

Callow,  Thomas  Hilton,  Osgood  MoKenzie,  George  Alex. 

Caswell,  Thomas  Hubbard  Hollub,  Adolphus  Menzies,  Stewart 

Ghalraers,  Alexander  Hoadley,  James  Henry  Meikle,  Peter  R. 

Clayton,  William  Burt  Hichborn,  Alex.  Hopkins  Millington,  John 

Claiborne,  Gilbert  Burnett  Hunter,  Geo.  Washington  Myres,  Benjamin  Franklin 

Crandall,  John  Riggs  Irwin,  Oharles  Fitzgerald  Myrick,  Milton  Hills 

Christiansen,  Olo  Christian  January, William  Alexander  Hunt,  Richard 

Creigh,  John  Dunbar  Joy,  Alexander  Cartwright  Mc Bride,  John  Storer 

Cohn,  Louis  Jump,  Alemby  McGlashan,  Chas.  Fayette 

Coleman,  Edward  Kingsley,  James  Forman  Moon,  James 

Crouch,  Robert  Kirkpatrick,  John  Neff,  Jacob  Hart 

Davis,  Edwin  Ransom  Knapp,  Henry  Hay  Neville,  John  M. 
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Newton,  WillUm  Davis 
Naree,  Stephen  Kirby 
O'Bear,  Bei^amin  Threlkeld 
Orme,  Henry  Sayre 
Parkhorat,  Rassell 
Park,  Aaron  Davis 
Peck,  Henry 

Perkins,  Geo.  Washington 
Prassa,  Francis  Anthony 
Pond,  Charles  Lewis 
Preston,  Alvin  Bacon 
Pockman,  Thomas  Cross 
Pratt,  Daniel  Webster 
Raynes,  Alonzo  Emery 
Ream,  Daniel 
Reynolds,  William  Thomas 
Rich,  William  Clifton 
Roife,  Tallman  Hathaway 
Rodgers,  James  Martin 


Rodgers,  Edwin  Aldrich 
Ross,  James 
Routh,  William 
Russell,  Henry  Warren 
Ryan,  William  Henry 
Sage,  Timothy 
Seely,  John  Ambrose 
Siesbnttel,  Alexander 
Singley,  James 
Spanlding,  Nathan  Weston 
Stanley,  Jobn  Q'ncy  Adams 
Sternheim,  Samael 
Stone,  Charles  E. 
Stone,  Nathan  Hosmer 
Skinner,  John  Dodd 
Spear,  Willard  Smith 
Surface,  John  Whitten 
Sweany,  John 


Titos,  Isaac  Sutvene 
Turner,  Jared 
Waito,  Alfred  Coolidge 
Wales,  Thatoher  Petor 
Walker,  €korge  Rassell 
Warner,  Henry 
Waters,  James 
Wells,  William  Sewall 
Weymouth,  James  Lambert 
WellendorfT,  Louis 
Wilcox.  Wilbur  Justin 
Williams,  Alpheus  Fuller 
Wing,  Stephen 
Winterburn,  Geo.  Howard 
Wiggin,  Charles  Louis 
Walker,  Oscar  Valentine 
Wendell,  Joseph  Fairbanks 
Whitcher,  Jeremiah  Elkins 
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Address  of  the  Grand  Wgh  ^Priest:    ■ 
ALEXANDER  G.  ABELL,   San  Francisco. 

Address  of  the   Grand  Secretary  : 
CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN,  San  Francisco. 

Address  of  the  Grand  J^ecturer  : 
THOMAS  HUBBARD  CASWELL,  Nevada. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE: 

CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN,  San  Francisco. 


NOTICE. 

The  Twentj-third  Annaal  ConTOcation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  will 
be  holden  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  commencing  on  the 
second  Tnesday  in  April,  A.  I.  2407,  A.  D.  1877. 

CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

Grand  Secretary, 
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OF    THE 


STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA, 


AT  ITS 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  CONVOCATION, 


HELD  AT   THE 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  IN  THE  CITY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO ; 


GOIOCEMGED  ON 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  10,  A.  D.    1877,  A.  I.  2407, 


AHD  TEBMINATSD  OM 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  11.  A.  D.  1877.  A.  L  3407. 


SAN    FRANCISCO  : 

FRANK  EASTMAN,   PRINTER,   509   CLAY  STREET. 

1877. 


GRAND  OFFICERS 


OF    THE 


\mnd  f  J^a^l^  cf  ^c^ul  $ml(  ^a§m§ 


OF    THE 


STATE  OF   CALIFORNIA, 

For  the  year  commencing  April,  A.  I.  2407,  and  ending 

April,  A.  L  2408. 


Jf.-.^-.  HENRY  HAY  KNAPP, Grand  High  Priest, Napa; 

22.-.  E.:  JOHN  MILLS  BROWNE, Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  VaUQO  ; 

iJ.-.-E.-. NATHAN  W.  8PAULDING,.  .Grand  King, Oakland; 

J2.-.  ^.•.  wn.EY  JAMES  TINNIN, Grand  Scribe, WeaneroiOe; 

R.',  K\  HIRAM  THROOP  GRAVES,..  .Grand  Treasurer, San  Francisco ; 

R,\  E.:  CHA8.  LOUIS  WIGGIN, Grand  Secretary, San  lYancisco  ; 

K\  SAMUEL  GRAVES, Grand  Chaplain, San  Francisco  ; 

E,\  THOS.  HUBBARD  CASWELL,  Grand  Lecturer, Nevada ; 

E,\  HENRY  SAYRE  ORME, Grand  Capt.  op  the  Host,. Los  Angeles; 

E.\  LEONIDAS  E  PRATT, Grand  Royal  Arch  CAPTAiN,5an  Francisco  ; 

Conip.  SAMUEL  DAVID  MAYER, . . .  .Grand  Organist, San  Francisco  ; 

IRA  COLBURN  ROOT, Grand  Guard, San  Francisco, 


\ 


tt 


GRAND   CHAPTER 


OF 


ROYAL  ARGH    MASONS 


OP    THE 


STATE   OF   CALIFORNIA. 


TWENTY-THffl)  AMAL  COPOCATIOI. 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  Boyal  Aroh  Masons  of  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia commenced  its  Twenty-third  Annual  Convocation  at  the  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday,  the  tenth  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1877,  A.  I.  2407,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Upon  calling  the  roll  of  members  there  were  found  present  the 
following — 

GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

The  M. :  E.\  ALEX.  GURDON  ABBLL, Grand  High  Priest  ; 

M.\  E. '.  Hbnry  Hay  Knapp, Dep.  Grand  High  Priest ; 

JRr.  E.\  John  Mills  Browne, Grand  King  ; 

"    R.\  E. • .  Nathan  Weston  Spauldino, Grand  Scribe ; 

"    J?.'.  E.\  Hiram  Throop  Graves, Grand  Treasurer  ; 

-B.*.  Er.  Charles  I^uis  Wiogin, Grand  Secretary  ; 

E.\  Samuel  Graves, Grand  Chaplain ; 

E.'.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, Grand  Lecturer ; 

E.'.  Wiley  James  Tinnin, Grand  Capt.  of  the  Host; 

E.\  Henry  S ayrb  Orme, Grand  Boyal  Arch  Capt; 

Oomp.  Samuel  David  Mayer, Grand  Organist ; 

"       Ira  Colburn  Root, Grand  Guard : 

fast  grand  officers  : 

The  M.\  E.\  John  Dunbar  Creigh, Past  Grand  High  Priest ; 

"    M,\  K-.  William  Wilson  Traylor, " 

Jf.'.  E.:  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, " 

M,\  E.'.  Adolpuus  Hollub,. " 

if.'.  E,\  John  Kirkpatrick, " 

Jf.\  J?.*.  Isaac  Sutvene  Titus " 

M.\  E,\  George  Tuttle  Grimes, " 

J£*.  E,\  Jacob  Hart  Neff, " 

M.\  E.\  William  Abraham  Da  vies, ** 

M,\  E.'.  WiLLAM  Thomas  Reynolds, '* 

jB.'.  E,\  Stephen  Wino, Past  Grand  King 
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And  the  representatiYes  of  forty-fonr  chartered  Chapters,  together 
-with  a  number  of  Past  High  Priests  by  service  within  this  jurisdiction, 
entitled  to  seats. 

There  being  more  than  a  sufficient  representation  present,  the  Qrand 

Chapter  of  California  was  opened  in  ^mple  ^otm,  with  music  by  the 
choir  and  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation  was 
dispensed  with,  the  members  being  furnished  with  printed  copies 
thereof. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  following  committee — 


(  Gomp.  Thomas  Hnbbard  Caswell, 
On  Credeniiala: j       •*     James  Martin  Rodgers, 

(       **     George  Alex.  McKenzie. 

r 

After  a  brief  recess  the  committee  presented  the  following  report 
of  officers  of  the  chartered  Chapters,  or  their  duly  appointed  proxies, 
and  Past  High  Priests,  by  service  within  this  jurisdiction,  as  being 
present  and  entitled  to  seats,  viz.,  from — 

'  Alfred  Riszno,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest ; 

Edwabd  Tatlor  Amthomt,  Bcribe  ; 

John  Dunbab  CiusiaH, 

Adolphub  Hollub, 

LoniB  CoHN, 
^  Thbodokb  Eowabd  Smith, 

Jakes  Bell,  High  Priest ; 

Edwct  Aldbich  Rodoebs,  Bcribe  and  Past  High  P. 


San  Francisco, . .  No.   1 , 


Past  High  Priests. 


Sonora, No.    2, 


California, No.   6, . . . 


o  I  V      o  i  William  Buckley  Davis,  High  Pnest ; 

Sacramento, No.   3, {^  __  „  ^  .  „.  ,  Ji  .    , 

i  William  Monboe  Petbds,  Past  High  Pnest. 

John  Elbbidoe  Pubdt,  High  Priest ; 
John  Webneb  Shaeffbb,  Bcribe ; 

AliEXANpEB  GUBDON  ABELL, 

Chables  Louis  Wiooin» 
Geoboe  Tuttls  Gbimxs, 
William  Thomas  Reynolds, 
John  Fbancis  Snow, 
HiBAM  Thboop  Gbaves, 
Leonidas  E  Pratt, 
William  Wilson  Traylor, 
Thomas  Kyle, 
John  Kirspatricx, 
Albebt  Fbedebick  Knobp, 
William  Abbaham  Daties, 
Isaac  Sutyene  Tttus, 

Thomas  Mexn,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest ; 
Thomas  Hubbabd  Oaswell,  Past  High  Priest. 

Benicia, No.   7, Timothy  Sage,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 


Past  High  Priests. 


Nevada, No.    6,. 
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Shasta, No.   9, Daniel  Pobteb  Bivtlb,  Past  High  P.  and  Proxy. 

a  ^  wit  \  John  Whttton  Sdbfaos,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. ; 

Sutter^ No.ll, J_  _  v 

{  Thomas  Dunlap,  King. 

Washington, No.  13, Fbedebiok  Buttelmak,  High  Priest. 

Howard, No.  14, William  Obmam  Bsettoole,  King. 

Copras, No.  15, John  Mobbib  Walbbidob,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

St,  James, No.  16, Geobgb  Hxibn  Gilbert,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Libanas, No.  17, James  Ross,  High  Priest  and  Fast  High  Priest. 

Urass  Valley, . . .  No.  18 Edwabd  Colemak,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest 

Trinity No.  19 Wiley  Jambs  Tinnin,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  Priest. 

J^anJdin, No.  20, Thomas  Oallow,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Sierra, No.  21, Wm.  Thompson  Luthbb,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Petaluma No.  22 Jambs  Singlet,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Oliver, No.  28 Ambbosb  Hall  Oowden,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

La  Fayette, No.  24, Richabo  Munt,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Georgetoum No.  25, Ellison  Labsell  Gbawfobd,  High  Priest. 

nhieinnd              w    M  5  Thatcheb  Pbtbb  Wales,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P.; 

uaiaana, «o.  <b, |  jbbemiah  Elkins  Whitoheb,  Scribe  and  P.  H.  P. 

Delta, No.  27, .- .  .John  Thompson  Kinkadb,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P* 

Stockton,  No.  28  \  ^*°'  ^^"^^^  McKbnzib,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P.; 

' j  Edwabd  Riohabd  Hedoes,  Past  High  Priest. 

Manzanita, No.  29, John  Ambbosb  Seelt,  P.  H.  P.  and  proxy  for  H.  P. 

Nam  No  30  J  William  Bbadpobd,  High  Priest; 

» •  •  ■  •  J  hbnby  Hay  Knapp,  Past  High  Priest. 

Martinez, No.  31, Thomas  Allen  Bbown,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Los  Angeles No.  33, . . . .  j  S^^^^,^^^^*;!^  ^^^»  ^f^h  Pr^^^^ 

'  ]  Henby  Saybe  Obme,  Past  High  Priest. 

AUuras, No.  34, Benj.  Wilcox  Babnes,  P.  H.  P.  and  Proxy  for  H.  P. 

r  Fbank  Douglas  Mbad,  High  Priest; 

Naval, No.  35, }  Koland  Jaoxson  McDaniel,  King ; 

(  John  Mills  Browne,  Past  High  Priest. 

William  Addison  Walteb,  High  Priest; 

Albebt  Wii«liam  Collins,  King ; . 

Fbank  Worthy  Cubbing,  Scribe ; 

Nathan  Weston  Spaulding,  Past  High  Priest. 

Siloam                No.  37  \  ^"**  ^™^^  Olivbb,  High  Priest; 

' I  Jacob  Habt  Nefp,  Past  High  Priest. 

Santa  Cruz, No.  38, Peteb  Richmond  Hinds,  High  Pries.t. 

Donner, No.  39, William  Joab  Shinn,  High  Priest. 

Bed  Blt^, No.  40, John  Clements,  High  Priest. 

Temple, No.  41, James  Mabtin  Rodoebs,  P.  H.  P.  and  Proxy. 

rhien  N     42  5  RoBEBT  Emmett  Wabben,  High  Priest; 

' ' j  Cabnot  Goubtland  Mason,  Past  High  Priest ; 

V     AQ  )  Jebomb  Bonapabtb  Richabdbon,  High  Priest ; 

^^^ ^  °'  *•*' j  Wm.  Sewall  Wells,  Past  High  Priest 

^         P              V    A<5  i  Eluah  Thompson  Fabmeb,  High  Priest ; 

aanta  iCosa,, . . .  jmo,  45 |  adolphus  Leigh  Fitzoebald,  Past  High  Priest. 


Alameda, No.  36, . . . 
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Woodland, No,  4^, Geobos  Jebkaxm  Oole,  King. 

Lassen, No.  47 John  Chamy  Partbidoe,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Dixon No.  48 John  Sweahy,  Past  High  Priest  and  Proxy. 

,.  ,    .  ^T     An.  \  Septimus  Allen  Oleyelano,  High  Priest ; 

Modesto, No.  49, ] —,  t         «  t^    1  tt-  u  «  ■    ^ 

(  William  John  Houston,  Past  High  Pnest. 

Veniitra, No.  60, Jonathan  Do ane  Hines,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Corinthian, No.  51, George  Edward  Ohilds,  High  Priest. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  companions  therein  named 
were  admitted  to  seats. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  Annnal  Address  to  the 
Grand  Chapter,  as  follows: — 

Companions  op  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Califoenu: — 

Another  year  has  broaght  ua  to  onr  twenty-third  Annnal  Convocation,  and  again 
we  are  permitted  to  exchange  fraternal  greetings  and  to  counsel  with  each  other 
upon  matters  which  may,  or  should  be,  presented  for  the  benefit  of  the  *Royal  Craft 
within  this  State. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to  report  that,  during  the  past  year,  nothing  has 
occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony  existing  among  the  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction ; 
that,  so  far  as  information  has  been  received,  they  are  in  a  good  and  prosperous  con- 
dition ;  and  that  their  officers,  generally,  are  companions  whose  zeal,  intelligence,  and 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  our  Order  are  such  as  to  afford  little  or  no  room  for  criti- 
cism. Under  these  circumstances,  the  dnties  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  have  not  been 
burdensome,  and,  having  thus,  in  accordance  with  our  law,  exhibited  **  the  condition 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  within  his  jurisdiction, '^  it  only  remains  for  him  to  present  a 
"report  of  his  official  acts  during  the  year.''  Fortunately,  and  for  the  reason  above 
given,  they  have  not  been  many,  and,  while  the  entire  correspondence  for  the  year  is 
presented,  the  following  only  are  deemed  necessary  to  be  offered  to  your  especial 
notice. 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  April  last,  being  unable  to  attend  for  the  purpose  in  per- 
son, I  issued  to  Comp.  HsiraY  Sayrb  Orme,  Past  High  Priest  of  Los  Angeles  Chapter, 
No.  33,  letters  of  authorization  to  constitute  Ventura  Chapter,  No.  50,  at  San  Buena- 
ventura, in  the  County  of  Yentura,  and  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  61,  at  Santa  Bar- 
bara, in  the  County  of  Santa  Barbara;  and,  on  the  sixth  day  of  May  last,  I  issued  sim- 
ilar letters  to  Comp.  Edward  Bichabo  Bsdobs,  Past  High  Priest  of  Stockton  Chap- 
ter, No.  28,  to  constitute  Modesto  Chapter,  No.  49,  at  Modesto,  in  the  County  of 
Stanislaus.  The  duty  assigned  to  those  eompanions  was  promptly  performed,  and,  as 
ft'om  their  reports  will  appear,  those  three  new  Chapters  were  properly  constituted 
and  the  officers  named  in  their  charters  were  duly  installed. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  last,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  a  constitutional 
number  of  companions,  residing  at  or  near  Eureka,  in  the  County  of  Humboldt,  to 
form  and  open  a  Chapter  at  that  place,  to  be  called  Humboldt  Chapter.  All  the 
papers  accompanying  the  petition  therefor  were  in  proper  form  and  in  accordance 
with  our  laws,  and  they  will,  in  due  season,  be  presented  to  the  appropriate  commit- 
tee by  our  Grand  Secretary. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April  last,  and  again  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  following 
month,  the  High  Priest  of  Sutter  Chapter,  No.  11,  informed  me  that  the  Treasurer  o 
that  body,  having  funds  in  his  hands  belonging  thereto  to  the  amount  of  about  $800 
had  refused  to  pay  an  order  properly  authorized  and  drawn  upon  him  for  the  sum  of 
$500,  in  favor  of  certain  trustees  elected  by  the  Chapter  for  the  purpose  of  investing 
its  surplus  funds,~  stating  as  a  reason  therefor  that  he  was  himself  *'  nsing  the 
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money/'  I  advised  the  High  Priest,  in  reply,  to  direct  the  Trensnrer  immediately  to 
obey  the  order  of  the  Chapter,  and»  in  default  of  such  obedience,  to  have  charges 
preferred  against  him  for  violation  of  ofHcial  duty,  misuse  of  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Chapter,  and  embezzlement  of  its  funds.  The  correspondence  upon  this  subject 
herewith  submitted,  will  more  fully  explain  the  factj.  I  have  heard  nothing  further 
in  regard  to  it,  and  hope  that  the  matter  has  been  satisfiictorily  arranged. 

On  the  twenty-second  day  of  August  last,  in  response  to  a  petition  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  Petaluma  Chapter,  No.  22,  and  under  authority  of  a  resolution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  adopted  in  1872. 1  authorized  that  body  to  use  "more  than  one  substitute  " 
in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree  upon  a  candidate  named. 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  November  last,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  Arom  an  officer  of 
Ifaval  Chapter,  No.  35, 1  informed  him  that  the  officers  of  a  Chapter  not  only  had  no 
authority  to  issue  a  diploma  without  a  vote  of  the  Chapter,  but  that  the  Chapter  i^elt 
had  no  right  to  order  the  issue  of  snch  a  document.  The  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  (6th  clause  of  Sec.  1,  Art.  VIII,)  evidently  contemplates  that  diplomas  are 
only  to  be  issued  by  thai  bohy,  as  is  done  by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  the  eleventh  of 
our  General  Regulations  provides,  in  effect,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
shall  be  a  law  unto  the  Chapters  in  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  the  Constitution  and 
General  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

On  the  same  day,  in  reply  to  the  same  officer,  I  informed  him  that  if  the  by-laws  of 
his  Chapter  authorized  but  one  ballot  for  all  the  degrees,  the  entire  fee  for  all  the 
degrees  most  accompany  the  petition. 

It  having  been  represented  to  me  that  sundry  companions  residing  at  or  near  Tns- 
tin  City,  in  the  County  of  Los  Angeles,  contemplated  the  formation  of  a  Chapter  at 
that  place,  and  wished  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  work  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry — 
that  the  Grand  Lecturer  was  engaged  in  another  portion  of  the  jurisdiction  and  that 
his  services  for  that  purpose  could  therefore  not  be  obtained^and  that  Comp.  Ralph 
Ellis,  Past  High  Priest  of  Napa  Chapter,  No.  30,  was  then  in  their  neighborhood, 
and  was  well  qualified ;  at  their  request,  on  the  ninth  day  of  December  last,  I  author- 
ized Corop.  Ellis  to  teach  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  Order  to  such  companions  of 
that  neighborhood  as  might  desire  to  receive  them  from  his  hands. 

In  December  last,  f^om  the  Secretary  of  Temple  Chapter,  No.  41,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing month, from  the  High  Priest  elect  of  Napa  Chapter,  No.  30, 1  received  several 
eommnnications  relative  to  difficulties  experienced  by  High  Priests  elect  in  procur- 
ing their  necessary  certificates  of  qualification  prior  to  installation,  which  appear  to 
have  been  caused  by  our  twelfth  General  Regulation.  I  commend  those  letters,  and 
my  replies  thereto,  as  found  in  the  letter-book,  to  the  consideration  of  the  proper 
committee,  that  it  may  be  ascertained  whether  any  amendment  to  that  regulation 
shall  be  deemed  necessary. 

In  January  last,  the  Grand  Lecturer  handed  to  me  for  reply  a  communication 
which  he  had  received  from  the  High  Priest  of  Sutter  Chapter,  No.  11,  stating  that 
his  successor,  elected  in  the  month  preceding,  declined  to  be  installed,  for  the  reason 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office ;  and  that,  in 
consequence  thereof,  the  Chapter,  against  his  wish,  he  having  declined  a  re-election, 
had  adopted  a  resolution  that  he  should  hold  over  for  the  current  year.  I  replied  that 
the  Chapter  could  not  lawfully  adopt  such  a  resolution;  that  the  law  contemplated  an 
annual  election  and  installation;  that  the  High  Priest  elect  having  declined  to  serve, 
an  application  should  be  made  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  a  dispensation  to  hold 
another  election  for  the  officer  named,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  under  the 
provisions  of  Sec.  2,  Art.  XVI,  of  our  Constitution;  and  that,  meanwhile,  the  then 
present  High  Priest  would,  of  course,  hold  his  office  until  his  successor  should  bto 
elected  and  installed.  From  the  Secretary  of  this  Chapter,  at  about  the  same  time, 
I  also  received  a  conununication  to  the  same  effect  as  above  related,  which  waa 
answered  by  a  reference  to  my  letter  to  the  High  Priest. 
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On  the  twenty-third  day  of  Febraary  last,  in  accordance  with  the  usage  established 
several  years  ago  in  this  Grand  Body,  I  signed  and  had  transmitted  to  the  M,\  Er. 
Kephart  Dblwar  Walkeb,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Ihe  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, a  commission  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  this  State  near  that 
over  which  he  had  the  honor  to  preside ;  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  in  due  season 
a  similar  appointment  from  that  body  near  oars  will  be  presented. 

On  the  twenty -eighth  day  of  last  month,  I  received  an  inqairy  ttom  the  High  Priest 
oi  Santa  JRoxa  Chapter,  No..45y  as  to  whether,  in  the  case  of  a  brother  who  had 
.  received  the  Mark  and  Past  degrees  in  another  Chapter,  had  removed  from  the  Jarieh 
diction  thereof  to  that  of  Sanla  Bosa  Chapter,  and  had  permission  therefrom  to 
receive  the  remaining  degrees  in  the  Chapter  last  named,  a  ballot  would  be  required? 
I  responded  that  the  applicant  must  petition  for  the  two  remaining  degrees  in  the 
game  manner  as  for  all,  and  that  the  petition  should  take  the  usual  course  of  refer- 
ence, report,  and  ballot. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  me  that  many  Past  High  Priests  in  the  Jurisdiction  would 
be  pleased  were  there  a  diploma  prepared  especially  for  companions  of  that  rank  in 
the  Order,  such  as  are  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  to  its  Past  Masters ; 
and,  as  the  cost  thereof  would  be  very  little,  involving  only  a  change  in  the  language 
of  our  present  diploma,  and  not  of  its  emblematic  character,  I  recommend  that  the 
Grand  Secretary  be  authorized  to  have  prepared  such  number  of  such  diplomas  as  to 
him  may  seem  sufficient  for  the  present  and  for  a  few  years  to  come. 

I  suggest  tiiat  there  seems  to  be  too  great  a  latitude  of(rapidity  with  which  candi- 
\^date8  in  our  Order  are  advanced  from  one  degree  to  another.  In  the  Lodges  of  our 
State  they  are  required  to  exhibit  their  proficiency  in  one  degree  before  they  can  be 
advanced  to  another ;  and,  as  the  intention  of  that  regulation  is  that  every  candidate 
shall  Mhow  a  thorough  knowledge  of  that  which  he  has  already  been  taught  before 
being  instructed  further,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  useful  course  should  not  be 
pursued  in  the  preparation  and  instruction  of  candidates  in  the  several  degrees  con- 
ferred in  our  Chapters.  As  it  is,  they  are  harried  through  at  a  rate  of  speed  only 
limited  by  their  own  desires,  and,  too  generally,  when  they  have  received  their  last 
degree,  are  almost  as  ignorant  of  our  work  and  teachings  as  when  they  entered 
upon  the  threshold  of  the  flrsL  They  have  become  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  name,  but 
not  in  knowledge.  Would  it  not  be  well,  therefore,  to  adopt  a  regulation  prescribing 
that  no  candidate  shall  be  advanced  to  a  higher  degree  until,  in  open  Chapter,  after 
strict  examination,  he  shall  have  shown  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  that 
he  has  been  taught  in  the  one  next  preceding?  And  would  it  not  be  well,  also,  inas- 
much as  there  is  no  inquest  in  the  Lodges  concerning  proficiency  in  the  third  degree, 
that,  before  receiving  in  our  bodies  the  degree  of  Hark  Master,  the  candidate  should 
^be  required,  in  the  same  manner,  to  show  that  he  possesses  the  proper  requirements 
of  a  Master  Mason  ? 

I  have  received  two  communications  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  relative  to  a 
proposed  transfer  of  the  Council  degrees  to  the  Chapters — one  dated  in  October, 
1876,  being  from  Comp.  J.  L.  Powbr,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Council  of  that  Jurisdiction,  and  the  other,  dated  in 
February  last,  signed  by  Comp.  H.  W.  Walter,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Comp.  W.  G. 
Paxton,  Grand  Master,  being  on  behalf  of  the  two  Grand  Bodies  above  named.  It  is 
therein  proposed — the  General  Grand  Chapter  assenting— that  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  all  its  subordinates,  shall 
cease  to  exist ;  and  that  those  two  degrees  shall  hereafter  be  conferred  in  and  under 
the  authority  of  the  Chapters.  I  presume  that  the  papers  were  sent  here,  not  only 
for  our  information  as  to  the  transactions  of  Mississippi,  but  with  the  expectation 
that  some  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  subject  would  be  elicited  from  us.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  would  be  well  pleased  to  see  such  a  project  carried  into 
effect ;  and  I  submit  the  papers  mentioned,  with  the  recommendation  that  they  be 
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referred  to  a  special  committee  which,  after  having  reported  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
opoQ  the  subject  and  received  its  sanction,  shall  have  power  to  invite  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  similar  committee  of  the  Grand  Council  of  this  State,  and,  should  soch  com- 
mittee be  appointed  with  similar  power,  jointly  therewith  to  prepare  and  present 
such  petition  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  in  the  premises. 

Three  Chapters  have  proposed  amendments  to  their  by-laws,  relating  severally  to 
a  change  in  the  time  of  meeting,  an  increase  of  dues,  and  an  abolition  of  the  fee  for 
affiliation.  As  all  the  proceedings  in  these  cases  appeared  to  have  been  had  in  ac- 
cordance with  oar  law,  the  amendments  were  approved. 

Having  thus  given  a  recital  of  all  the  official  acts  of  any  importance  by  me  per- 
formed, and  communicated  to  you  the  only  papers  of  consequence  which  I  have 
received,  with  much  sadness  I  turn  to  the  performance  of  a  further  duty. 

Death  has  again  been  with  us.  But  a  few  days  after  the  close  of  our  last  Annual 
Convocation,  one  of  the  best  known  and  best  beloved  of  those  whom  for  many  years 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  meet  in  these  halls  was  called  away.  On  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  April  last,  in  this  city,  died  Comp.  Charles  Marsh,  a  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  a  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar,  and  a 
Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  this  State.  He  had  also  occupied  every  highest  posi- 
tion in  the  subordinates  of  the  bodies  just  named,  but  his  brethren  and  companions 
will  remember  him,  not  so  much  for  the  distinguished  places  he  had  filled,  as  for  the 
excellent  and  endearing  qualities  which  had  deserved  and  been  recognized  by  such 
exaltation.  Modest,  unassuming,  generous,  good,  and  true  —  constant  in  his  devotion  \ 
to  every  interest  of  the  Craft  —  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  accepted  trust  —  of 
him  it  may  well  and  truthfully  be  repeated  that 

'*  None  knew  him  but  to  love  him,  none  named  him  but  to  praise." 

Our  sorrows,  unhappily,  have  not  here  b^en  ended.  Another  companion,  scarcely 
less  well  known  than  he  of  whom  I  have  just  written,  has  gone  from  among  us,  and 
the  destroying  angel  has  seldom  aimed  at  a  nobler  quarry.    Comp.  James  Laidlet 
died  in  this  city  on  the  tenth  day  of  December  last.    He  had  been  a  member  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  (for  several  years,  and,  although  he  had  never  been  an  office-bearer 
here,  it  is  probable  that  few  of  our  officers,  even  those  of  the  highest  rank,  will  bo. 
longer  or  more  lovingly  remembered.    A  kindlier  heart  than  his  never  beat  in  human    \ 
breast.    Hundreds  here  can  testify  to  the  ready  and  open-handed  manner  in  which 
he  bestowed  his  charities ;  and  many,  very  many,  live  to  bless  the  memory  of  one 
who,  by  his  purse,  his  influence,  or  his  direct  ability  to  give  them  employment,  had   / 
enabled  them,  poor  strangers,  to  procure  the  present  means  of  livelihood  and  finall^/^ 
to  establish  themselves  in  comfortable  homes  and  remunerative  occupations.    Ooitip. 
Laidley  had  been  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  for  more  than 
fifteen  years ;  had  been  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Council  almost  as  long ;  and 
had  occupied  several  State  and  Federal  offices.  With  a  reputation  in  all  unblemished, 
with  the  respect  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and  with  the  affectionate 
remembrance  of  his  brethren  and  companions,  he  has  gone  where  we  all  should  hope 
to  meet  him. 

For  the  condition  of  the  Chapters,  so  far  as  their  work  is  concerned,  I  must  refer 
you  to  the  authorized  officer,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  who  will  doubtless  report  to  you 
upon  that  subject.  As  to  their  financial  affairs,  and  other  matters  which  properly  come 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  you  will  be  informed  by  that  offi- 
cer ;  and  I  take  the  occasion  to  express  my  thanks  to  him  for  the  readiness  which  he 
has  ever  shown  to  aid  me  in  aught  connected  with  the  duties  of  my  office. 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  express  to  you  my  profound  appreciation  of  the  kindly 
feeling  which  prompted  yon  to  place  me  in  this  high  position,  to  tender  you  my  sin- 
cerest  thanks  for  your  many  other  evidences  of  good  will,  and  to  ofl^r  the  hope  that 
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my  8acce8.«or,  untrammelled  by  the  physical  ailmentfl  and  press  of  other  business 
with  which  I  have  been  afflicted,  will  be  better  enabled  than  I  have  been  to  discharge 
the  daties  of  the  office  which  I  am  about  to  lay  down. 

ALEX.  GURDON  ABELL, 

Grand  High  Priegl. 

Which  Address  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  three. 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  named  as  such  committee  — 

iOomp.  William  Abraham  Davies, 
"      (Jeorge  Tuttle  Grimes, 
"      Jacob  Hart  Neff. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  his  Annual  Beport,  as  follows  :— 

To  the  M.',  E.'.  Grand  Chapter  of  Cdtifomia  ;— 

The  undersigned  respectfully  presents  the  following  report  of  the  transactions  of 
his  office  for  the  current  year. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  close  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation,  the  proceedings 
thereat  were  printed  and  the  usual  number  of  copies  were  at  once  transmitted  to  the 
subordinate  Chapters,  to  the  (irand  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  to  all  the  Grand 
Chapters  with  which  we  are  in  communication. 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  1876,  the  Mr.  E.\  Grand  High  Priest  issued  his 
authorization  to  Comp.  Hsnbv  Batbe  Obme.  Past  High  Priest  of  Los  Angeles  Chap- 
ter, No.  33.  and  Grand  iioyal  Arch  Captain,  to  constitute  Ventura  Chapter,  in  the 
town. of  Ban  Buenaventura,  Ventura  County,  and  OorifUhian  Chapter,  No.  51,  in 
the  town  of  Santa  Barbara.  Santa  Barbara  Coun^. 

Also,  on  the  sixth  day  of  May,  1876,  a  similar  authorization  was  issued  to  Comp. 
Edward  Richabd  Hedges,  to  constitute  Modesto  Chapter,  No.  49. 

The  companion»  thus  authorized  faithfully  performed  the  duties  assigned  them, 
and  of  their  acts  made  due  return  to  this  office. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  September.  Ih76,  by  order  of  the  Mr.  E.\  Grand  High 
Priest,  a  dispensation  was  granted  to  Comps.  John  AifDBEW  Watson,  Uichabd  Wii«- 
SOM  Bbett,  Silas  Moxtookebt  Buck,  and  others,  to  form  and  open  a  Chapter  at  the 
town  of  Eureka,  in  the  county  of  Humboldt,  to  be  called  Humboldt  Chapter.  The  petL 
tion  for  this  dispensation,  with  the  accompanying  papers  required  by  the  ConstitutioD, 
the  Becord  Book,  By-Laws,  and  returned  dispensation,  together  with  a  petition  for 
its  perpetuation  by  charter,  is  herewith  submitted. 

Amendments  to  the  by-laws  of  the  following  named  Chapters  have  been  approved 
by  the  M.-.  E.\  Grand  High  Priest,  viz.:  Hotoardy  No.  U,  increasing  the  dues  from 
two  dollars  to  four  dollars  per  annum  ;  SUoam,  No.  37,  changing  the  time  of  stated 
meetings ;  and  Donuer,  No.  39,  abolishing  the  fee  for  affiliation. 

In  the  returns  of  subordinate  Chapters  a  very  great  improvement  is  manifest. 
Usually  many  corrections  have  to  be  made,  and  the  correspondence  hitherto  neces- 
sary to  obtain  a  correction  of  the  numerous  errors  committed  by  Secretaries  in 
making  their  returns  has  added  greatly  to  the  labors  of  the  Grand  Secretary.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  returns  have  been  made  within  the 
prescribed  time,  and  that  nearly  all  were  correct. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Grand  Secretary's 
office  for  the  past  year  :— 
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The  Grand  Secretary  in  account  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California^  for  the 

year  ending  April  9th ^  1877. 

RECEIPTS. 

San  Francisco  Chapter,  No.  1,  does  in  foil  to  Janaary  Slst,  1877 $429  00 

Sonora  "  "2,  "  "  "  "  86  60 

Sacramento  "  "3,  "  '*  "  '*  334  60 

California  "  "    6,  "  "  "  *' 415  00 

Nevada  "  "    6.  **  "  "  "  102  00 

Benicia,  "  "7,  **  "  "  **  37  50 

Shaatay  "  ••    9,  "  *«  "  "  70  50 

Sutter  "  "11,  "  10100 

Washington  *'  "13,  "  "  "  '*  178  00 

ffoward  '*  "14,  "  "  "  "  173  60 

St.  fames  "  "16,  "  '*  "  "  60  00 

Libanus  *'  "17,  "  "  "  "  64  60 

Grass  VaOey  "  "18,  '«  "  "  "  136  60 

Sierra  "  "21,  "  "  "  "  69  00 

Petaluma  '•  "22,  "  "  "  "  62  60 

Oliver  "  "23,  "  "  "  "  65  60 

Im  Fayette  "  "24,  "  "  "  "  47  GO 

Georgetown  "  "25,  "  "  "  "  49  50 

Oakland  "  "26,  "  "  "  "  95  50 

DeUa  "  "27.  "  "  '«  "  90  50 

Stockton  "•  "28,  «  "  "  " 133  00 

Napa  **  "30,  "  "  "  "  73  50 

Zos  Angeles  "  "33,  "  "  "  "  112  00 

AUuras  "  *'  84,  "  «  "  "  72  00 

Kaval  "  "35,  "  "  "  "  194  00 

Alameda  "  "36,  "  "  "  "  183  00 

Sdoam  "  "37,  «  "  "  "  77  60 

Donner  "  "39,  "  "  *•  "  144  00 

BedBlvff  "  "40,  "  "  "  "  106  00 

Chico  "  "42,  "  "  "  "  110  50 

Solano  "  "43,  "  "  "  "  66  60 

Woodland  "  "46,  "  "  "  "  95  60 

lAUsen  "  "47,  "  "  "  "  97  60 

Dixon  "  "48,  "  "  '*  "  89  60 

Modesto  "  "49,  "  "  "  "  46  00 

Ventura  "  "50,  "  "  "  "  6150 

Corimhian  "  "51,  "  "  "  "  67  50 

Humboldt  "  U.D.  Fee  for  Dispensation 60  00 

Six  diplomas  issued 12  00 

Making  a  total  received  during  the  year,  of $4110  00 

All  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  as  per  his  receipt  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

The  books,  vouchers  for  orders  drawn  upon  the  Grand  Treasurer,  letter-books, 
and  papers  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office,  are  herewith  submitted  for  examination. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

Grand  Secretary, 

Wlucb  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finances. 
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The  Orond  Treaanrer  preeeated  his  Ananal  Report,  as  follows  : — 

To  the  M.\  £.■.  Grand  Chapter  cf  Catifomia:— 

The  undaraigned  respectiiBlj  begs  leave  to  duhmit  the  following  rsport  of  the 
Teceipti  kud  disbursomeuts  of  the  Oruid  Treuurer,  ginoe  the  last  AnaDal  Codtoci- 

B.  T.  Gravel,  Orand  Treasarer,  in  occounl  vrith  Vlc  Grand  Oiapler 
of  California. 
ISTS.  DR. 

April  13.    To  b&luice  OD  hind  u  per  liat  report (1130  12 

1877, 

April   9.    To  c«ah  receited  from  Grand  BecretMj *110  00 

18230  11 

18T6.  CR. 

April  13.    P«id  delegates  In  attendance  wt  Annnal  Convocation ,  aa 

per  paj  roll $1047  JS 

"     II.      '•    Qrand  Officers,  asperpayroU. 110  00 

"     18.       "    Grand  Guard,  voucher  No.  1 26  00 

May    IT.        '■    Grmd  Organist,  voucher  No.  G ZS  00 

"      IB.       "    rent  of  QrsJid  Secretary's  office,  voucher  No.  i...  300  00 

June    1.       "    printing  proceedings  Or.  Chap.,  voucher  No.  B. ..  G96  SO 

July   21.       "    for  portrait  of  Fast  Orand  High  Priest  Wm.  T. 

Bey nolda,  voucher  No.  12 75  00 

Ang.     2.        "    for  framing  portrait  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 

Wm.  T.  Beynolda.  voucher  No,  IB  30  00 

"     11.       "    does  to  General  Grand  Chapter,  1875  and  1876, 

voachar  No.  17 63  36 

Hay  18  to  Aug.  1.    Paid  expenses  of  Grand   Secretary's   office, 

TDDchers  Nos.  6,  7,  and  14 116  80 

Hay  1, 1876,  to  Jan.  2, 1877.    Paid  salary  of  Grand  Eecrelary,  9 
months,  vouchers  Noe.  2,  s,  10,  13,  18,  20, 

2a.21,Bnd26 900  00 

Kay  1,  IBTS,  to  Jan.  12,  1877.     Paid  saUry  of  Grand  Lecturer,  9 
months,  vonchers  Nos.  3,  11,  16, 19.  21,  23, 

26,  and  27 750  00 

April    9,    Paid  saluy  of  Grand  Bccretary,  3  moDtha,  vouchers 

Nob.  2Sand3l,  300  00 

"      9.       "    salary  of  Grand  Lecturer,  3  months,  vouchers 

Noa.  29and30 250  00 

Total  eipensee  of  the  Orand  Chapter  for  the  year 14679  II 

Balance  cash  on  baud 3i&l  01 

18230  12  tS230  12 
Id  addition  lo  tbe  cash  on  hand,  the  Orand  Treuurer  still  holds  tbo  four  hundred 
and  fifty  shares  of  atook  in  ttie  Masonic  Hall  Association  reported  at  the  last  Annaa] 
ConvDcalioQ,  the  par  value  of  which  is  t4£O0,  but  the  actual  value  of  wbich  is.  prob- 
ably, at  the  present  time,  doable  that  amount ;  and  the  Association  being  now  free 
from  debt,  and  in  receipt  of  a  large  income,  tbo  stock,  before  the  present  year 
expires,  will  be  paying  dividends. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

HIBAH  T.  GBATES. 

Grand  Treatitrw. 
Which  report  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Finanoes. 
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The  Grand  Lecturer  presented  the  following  report :  — 

To  (he  M,\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California:'- 

In  pnrsiiAnce  of  the  reBoluUon  adopted  at  the  last  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter, I  have  to  report  the  following  Chapters  aa  having  been  instructed  or  visited  by 
me  daring  the  year,  viz. :  Nos.  1, 3,  6,  7,  9, 14, 18,  22,  26, 80,  31,  83,  35,  37,  38,  39,  41, 
46, 50, 5 L,  and  Eureka,  under  dispensation. 

My  reception  everywhere  was  most  cordial  at  all  times,  and  the  strictest 
attention  was  given  to  the  correction  of  errors,  where  any  were  found  to  exist,  and 
to  the  acquiring  of  the  true  work  generally.  I  can  truly  say  that  the  work  and  lec- 
tures are  toot  only  creditably  but  well  rendered  in  all  the  Chapters  visited.  There  is 
one  practice,  however^which  is  frowned  upon  by  intellij^ent  Masons  everywhere — 
that  is  too  often  indulged  in  :  a  disposition  to  convert  the  ceremonies  of  reception 
in  the  R.  A.,  and  the  symbolic  journey  from  Babylon— so  interesting  and  instructive 
when  properly  understood— into  occasions  for  fun  or  the  playing  of  jokes.  It  is  not 
that  the  companions  of  California  are  lacking  in  their  appreciation  of  the  lessons 
taught,  or  that  they  do  not  fully  comprehend  the  sacredness  of  the  truths  revealed 
that  causes  this  indulgence,  but  it  is  the  result  of  a  most  pernicious  custom  and 
a  desire  to  '*  get  even  "  that  is  so  natural  in  all  men.  The  consequence  is  that  many 
are  sickened  and  repelled,  instead  of  being  interested  and  instructed,  and  to-day  are 
Royal  Arch  Masons  only  in  name,  without  appreciation,  without  love  for  a  degree  so 
capable  of  inspiring  both.  I  have  in  every  instance  endeavored  to  correct  this  evil, 
but  am  sorry  to  say  that  my  efforts  have  not  been  attended  with  the  success  they 
merited.  Some  definite  action,  therefore,  by  this  Grand  Chapter  I  can  but  think 
would  result  in  lasting  good  to  the  Royal  Craft. 

Certificates  of  qualification  have  been  issued  to  the  High  Priests  of  all  the  Chapters 
in  the  State  except  two — Modesto  and  Solano.  From  these  I  have  received  no  in- 
formation as  to  the  names  or  qualifications  of  the  High  Priests  elected  ;  conse  - 
qnently  no  provision  was  made  tor  the  issuing  of  certificates  in  either  case.  And 
here  let  me  again  urge  upon  every  Chapter  the  necessity  of  communicating  the  name 
of  the  High  Priest  elect  to  the  Grand  Lecturer  at  the  earliest  possible  period  each 
year,  that  special  authority  or  personal  attention  may  be  given  to  the  matter  of 
qualification  for  installation,— bearing  in  mind,  also,  that  a  Past  High  Priest,  unless 
especially  authorized,  cannot  issue  a  legal  certificate.  Reference  is  thus  made  from 
the  fact  that  in  several  instances  the  retiring  High  Priest  has  deemed  his  certificate 
as  ample  authority  for  installation ;  but  a  careful  reading  of  the  regulation  will  con- 
vince every  one  of  the  error  of  such  a  conclusion.  A  compliance  with  the  sug- 
gestion relative  to  elections  is  therefore  earnestly  requested. 

Companions,  I  have  thus  briefly  commonicated  to  you  the  result  of  my  labors  since 
we  last  met.  Eight  full  months  of  time  have  been  spent,  and  many  hundred  miles 
traveled,  in  the  duties  of  the  year,  with  much  pleasure  to  myself,  and  I  trust  not  with- 
out some  benefit  to  you.  My  great  anxiety  in  the  past  has  been,  and  now  is,  that  the 
work  of  this  jurisdiction  may  be  preserved  in  its  pority  and  a  perfect  uniformity  se- 
cured.   To  accomplish  this  let  us  firmly  unite  and  zealously  labor. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

THOMAS  H.  CASWELL, 

Grajid  Lecturer, 

Which  report  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  special  committee 
on  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 
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Comp.  Chables  Louis  Wiooin,  from  the  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence, presented  the  following  report,  the  reading  of  -which  was  dis- 
pensed with,  the  members  being  furnished  with  printed  copies: — 

2b  the  M.\  E.\   Orand  Chapter  of  Caiiforma :~ 

Yoar  Committee  on  Correspondence  herewith  presents  a  review  of  the  transsc- 
tions  of  the  following  Grand  Chapters,  thirty-fonr  in  namber,  being  all  which  have 
been  received,  viz : 


<( 


II 


II 


/ 


i< 


II 


II 


II 


II 


.1876  Massachusetts, for. . . 

1876  Michigan, "  ... 

.1876  Minnesota, "... 

.1876  Mississippi, "  ... 

.1876  Missouri, "  ... 

.1876  Nebraska, "... 

1876  New  Jersey, "... 

.1876  New  York, "  ... 

.  1876  North  Carolina, "  ... 

.1876  Ohio, "... 

.1876  Oregon "  ... 

.1876  Pennsylvania, "  1875  &  1876 

.1876  South  Carolina, "    1876 

1876  Tennessbb "1876&1876 

.1876  Texas " 1875 

.1876  Vermont, " 1876 

.1876  Virginia, " 1876 


1876 
1876 
1876 
1876 
1876 
1875 
1876 
1876 
1876 
1876 
1876 


/Alabama, for 

Arkansas, 

^  Canada, 

Colorado 

'  Connecticut, 

-Delaware, 

District  OF  Columbia,.. 

Florida, " 

Georgia,    " 

.  Illinois " 

Indiana, " 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 

Kentucky,. ** 

Louisiana, " 

Maine, " 

Maryland, " 

We  regret  that  some  of  oar  sisters  are  absent  from  onr  annual  love  feast,  and  we 
feel  that  this  ought  not  to  be.  We  wish  to  hear  tidings  from  each  and  every  one,  to 
commune  with  them,  to  receive  sach  instruction  as  they  may  have  to  impart,  to  dia- 
cuss  with  them  those  questions  of  Masonic  law  and  usage  which  are  of  general  interest 
to  the  Craft,  and  mutually  strive  to  disseminate  and  inculcate  those  great  and  noble 
principles  which  form  the  basis  of  our  Order,  and  which  we,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons» 
profess  to  love  and  cherish.  * 

We  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  which  our  sisters  owe  us.  to  transmit  to  us  annually  their 
proceedings :  that  we  may  be  informed  of  the  state  of  the  Craft  within  their  respec- 
tive jurisdictions,  that  we  may  rejoice  with  them  in  prosperity  and  sympathize  with 
them  in  adversity,  enjoy  the  interchange  of  fraternal  ideas  and  courtei»ies,  and 
endeavor  to  see  that  the  tenets  and  traditions  of  the  Order  are  faithfully  and  truth- 
fully expounded.  Thus  we  shall  move  along  as  one  harmonious  brotherhood,  acting 
towards  each  other  as  guides  to  duty  and  stimulators  in  the  field  of  our  labors. 

In  reviewing  the  mass  of  Masonic  literature  which  forms  the  basis  of  this  reporti 
we  find  mnch  to  approve  and  little  to  condemn,  and  we  are  peculiarly  gratified  to 
observe  the  perfect  harmony  and  good  feeling  existing  among  all  the  Orand  Bodies 
^of  our  Order  upon  this  continent.  Blight  differences  and  misunderstandings  sometimes 
arise,  but  they  are  speedily  and  fraternally  settled,  and  in  that  spirit  of  concession 
and  forbearance  which  leaves  no  sting  behind. 

From  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapters  before  us,  we  observe  that  our  Order 
js  increasing  with  a  steady,  vigorous,  and  healthy  growth,  not  rapid  and  ephemeral, 
bearing  within  itself  the  seeds  of  its  own  decay,  but  quiet,  firm,  and  continuous. 

We  trust  it  may  be  ever  thus ;  bat  while  enjoying  this  degree  of  prosperity,  we 
must  be  careful  not  to  relax  oar  vigilance.  In  prosperity  we  are  in  more  danger  than 
in  adversity.  When  the  portals  are  thronged,  the  guards  are  apt  to  become  careless, 
and  allow  those  to  pass  who  will  not  carry  up  good  work  for  inspection.  Let  us  then 
guard  well  the  outer  courts  of  the  tabernacle,  and  to  him  who  applies  for  admission, 
let  the  test  be  faithfully  applied,  Is  he  "  worthy  and  well  qualified.'* 

With  these  few  preliminary  remarks,  we  commence  our  work  as  usual  with^ 


1877.]  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA.  181 


ALABAMA. 

• 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama  held  its  forty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  in  tbe 
city  of  Montgomery,  commencing  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  1875,— the 
M.',  E.\  Myles  J.  Greene,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  Ji.'.  E.'.  Daniel 
Sayrs  being  Grand  Secretary.    Thirty-two  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

In  his  Address  the  Grand  High  Priest  alludes  to  the  terrible  cyclones  which  had 
swept  over  the  land,  bearing  death  and  destruction  in  their  path  and  bringing  sor- 
row and  mourning  into  many  a  household  where  peace  and  domestic  happiness  had 
hitherto  reigned  supreme,  A  blighting  summer  drought  had  also  stricke  i  the  fields 
and  blasted  the  crops  and  hopes  of  tbe  husbandman  ;  yet,  amid  these  disasters,  with 
a  spirit  of  true  Christian  faith  and  resignation,  he  places  his  trust  in  Him  who  "doeth 
all  things  well,"  and,  acknowledging  His  goodness  and  mercy,  looks  hopefully  for- 
ward to  a  brighter  future.  Hay  the  dark  clouds  of  adversity  which  now  lower  upon 
them, be  speedily  swept  away  by  the  bright  sunshine  of  prosperity,  and  may  they  be 
blessed  according  to  their  need.  He  states  that  some  of  the  Chapters,  owing  to  tbe 
pressure  of  hard  times,  had  been  obliged  to  succumb,  but  looks  confidently  forward 
**  to  the  good  time  coming  "  when  these  broken  ashlars  shall  be  rebuilt  and  the 
trailed  banners  once  more  raised  aloft. 

Representatives  were  accredited  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  South  Carolina^ 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Nebraska,  and  reciprocal  appointments  were  made.  Of 
the  Representative  system,  he  says : — 

This  system  of  mutual  representation,  now  generally  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
ters both  in  aud  out  of  the  United  States,  while  it  possesses  few  practical  advantages, 
is  certainly  calculated  to  iuduce  a  warmer  sympathy,  and  a  closer  bond  of  union 
between  the  various  departments  of  the  grand  army  of  Freemasons,  who  are  so  nobly 
laboiing  to  shed  abroad  over  the  world  those  happy  influences  which  tend  in  no 
small  degree  to  cultivate  in  the  human  heart  a  sense  of  universal  brotherhood. 

No  application  for  an  ofiicial  decision  had  been  made  to  him  during  the  year,  a 
fact  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  harmony  exists  among  the  companions,  and 
that  the  law  in  thift  jurisdiction  is  studied  and  understood.  He  makes  the  following 
excellent  recommendation,  which  will  apply  equally  well  to  all  jurisdictions  :— 

I  would  recommend  to  companions  generally,  and  particularly,  such  as  hold  official 
posHions,  a  careful  tstudy  of  the  various  works  extant  on  Masonic  law,  embracing  our 
own  Chapter  Code,  together  with  the  able  aud  comprehensive  Reports  of  Cummitlees 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  laHt,  I  fear,  are  not  overrcad  by  very  many  of  the 
members,  but  which  contain  a  fund  of  information  so  vast,  varied,  and  valuable,  not 
alone  as  to  the  Masonic  law  and  usage,  but  as  to  the  condition  and  progrei<s  of  our 
Order  throughout  the  globe,  that  the  time  required  for  their  perusal  cannot  well  be 
better  em  ployed. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  that  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted : 

Whrkeas,  The  reasons  which  induced  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
the  Slate  of  Alabama  to  declare  "That  the  connection  subsisting  between  the  Grand 
Chapter  uf  tbe  State  of  Alabama  and  the  (ieueral  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  dissolved,"  passed  by  this  most  excellent  Grand  Chapter 
at  itH  convocation  in  IHGl,  have  ceased  to  oxist;  and 

WiiKKKAS,  This  most  excellent  Grand  Chapter  believes  that  great  good  to  the  R.  A. 
Crali  might  ^e^ult  in  united  and  harmonious  action  :  therefore,  be  it 

JieSiAotd,  That  the  said  resolution  be,  aud  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

,  But  few  jiow  remain  outside  the  family  circle,  and  we  hope  soon  to  see  all  united 
nnder  one  governing  head. 

The  esteem  and  affection  in  which  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  held  by  his  compan- 
ions, is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  suitable  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel,  to  be  presented 
to  him  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $G66  20. 
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Comp.  Palmer  J.  Pillanb  again  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence, 
reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-three  Grand  Chapters  in  his  usual  thorough  and 
genial  manner.  California,  for  1875,  receives  kindly  and  fraternal  notice.  He  does 
not  believe  in  the  Representative  system,  but  we  can  forgive  him  for  that,  hoping 
that  he,  like  many  others  who  formerly  were  of  his  opinion,  may  become  converted 
and  join  the  grand  army  of  Representativies. 

There  are  forty-six  Chapters  borne  upon  the  registry,  with  an  aggregate  member- 
ship of  1441. 

The  3f.'.  £.*.  James  E.  Cobb  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  theii^'.  ^.•. 
Daniel  Saybe  was  reelected  Grand  Secretary.     Address:  Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas  held  its  twenty -seventh  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Little  Rock,  commencing  on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  1876,— the  J/.*.  E.\ 
E.  R.  Du  Val,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  tlie  R.\  E.'.  Like  E.  Barber  being 
Grand  Secretary.    Thirteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  opens  his  Address  with  a  dissertation  upon  the  "  flight  of 
time,"  and  in  expatiating  npon  this  theme,  he  expounds  certain  conundrums  which 
sorely  puzzle  us  to  answer.    Hear  him  : — 

How  rapid  is  the  flight  of  time !  It's  impossible  to  fully  compute  its  celerity. 
To-day  seem;*  but  as  yesterday,  and  the  months  that  arc  gone,  to  'je  iMunhfred  with 
the  past,  as  a  few  days  ago.  Who  can  realize  time  in  its  fearlul  suleninity?— and 
what  man  encompasses  with  his  understanding  his  responi«ibiiity  in  relation  to  it? 

Where  is  David,  the  man  of  God,  who  so  sweetly  ^ang  the  psalms  thai  quiver  the 
heart  with  emotions?  Where  is  Solomon,  the  wise,  with  his  s|jiendors.  his  glories, 
and  his  temple  built  upon  Muriah,  couBecrated  tind  dedicated  to  the  Most  High? 
Where  is  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  with  all  the  chosen  people  of  Jehovah  ?  Where 
is  Moses,  the  leader  and  law-giver?  Where  is  Aaron,  with  liis  mystic  rod?  Where 
is  Joshua,  the  general  and  leader? 

Where  is  Greece,  classic  Greece  ?  Where  is  Rome,  with  her  conquering  legions — 
she  who,  sitting  upon  the  seven  hill!«,  ruled  kingdoms,  principalities,  and  powers? 
Where  is  Babylon,  the  great,  that  sat  with  such  grandeur  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Euphrates  ?    Where  is  ^  ine veh  ? 

We  give  it  up. 

Shortly  after  the  last  Annual  Convocation,  the  manuscript  records  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  were  unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  question  was,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, what  shall  we  do?  The  (nand  Secretary,  however,  was  equal  to  the 
emergency,  for  he  wrote  them  up  from  memory,  and.  as  the  Grand  High  Priest  says, 
**in  a  very  creditable  manner,  leaving  nothing  material  unnoticed." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  informs  the  Grand  Chapter  that  he  had  visited,  officially, 
tvoo  of  the  subordinate  Chapters,  both  of  which  he  found  in  good  condition  and 
**  prospects  flattering." 

As  there  are  sixty-six  chartered  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  three  under  dis- 
pensation, we  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  other 
sixty-seven  arc.  We  fear,  from  the  number  failing  to  make  returns,  viz.:  forty-two, 
that  flattering  prospects  are  scarce  among  them.  We  heartily  concur  in  the  follow- 
ing :— 

It  should  be  the  policy— it  ought  to  be  the  principle— of  action  with  the  Chapters 
already  iii  existence  to  make  themselves  stronger  and  better,— hlronger  in  the  exhibit 
of  practical  morality,  and  better  in  their  ability  to  impress  the  teaching's  ol  Capitu- 
lar Masonry.  A  lifeless  Chapter  begets  drones,  and  drones  in  Misonry  l)eget  absoiute 
worthlessness.  and  worthlessness  of  necessity  leads  to  the  d»'aili  of  ihe  «irg;inization. 
Life  and  activity  beget  life  and  interest.  It  works  out  the  prolilem  of  success,  and, 
with  this  established,  the  Chapter  flourisheth  as  the  "  Rose  of  Sharon." 

One  Chapter  surrendered  its  charter,  having  been  nnable  for  two  years  to 
'*  secure  a  gttorum,"  and  for  cause,  alleges  "want  of  congenielity  of  the  Masonic 
atmosphere  of  its  domicile."  No  wonder  it  died  :  Avhen  that  ingredient  in  the  Masoni<3 
atmosphere  is  wanting  the  patient  seldom  recovers.  He  decided  that  a  dispensation 
was  unnecessary  to  install  a  companion  who  had  been  elected  High  Priest  of  his 
Chapter  from  the  floor.    We  concur. 
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The  death  of  Coinp.  G.  W.  Lauohinohouse,  Past  Grand  Scribe,  is  annoonced, 
and  a  fitting  tribute  is  paid  to  his  memory. 

The  following,  upon  the  proper  nutriment  for  the  Masonic  epigastrium,  is  too 
good  to  pass  unnoticed  :— 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  Chapters,  and  Lodges,  too,  are  not  sufficiently  enlight- 
ened upon  the  history,  the  philosophy,  and  the  current  literature  of  Masonry.  The 
mere  meeting  together  and  going  through  with  the  ordinary  routine  of  business,  or 
the  usual  and  interesting  exercises  of  conferring  degrees,  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
human  mind  or  the  alTections  of  the  heart.  A  Chapter  must  advance  or  retrograde. 
There  is  no  siand-atill  in  Masonry.  Its  votaries  grow  better  or  they  retrogrude  into 
a  state  worse  than  ignorance.  They  must  improve  in  knowledge  or  lapse  into 
darkness. 

Pabulum  is  requisite  for  the  development  and  the  growth  of  the  human  body. 
The  constant  molecular  death  going  on  in  the  system  requires  food  to  keep  up  a  just 
equilibrium.  The  waste  must  be  met  by  repair.  The  rose-tinted  cheek  of  youth  and 
beauty  soon  lose  their  magic  power  when,  from  any  cause,  nutrition  is  at  fault;  and 
so  the  mind  dwarfs  into  imbecility  when  intellertual  food  u  withheld,  or  improperly 
assimilated.  Then  is  it  any  wonder  that  unfed  Ma.sons  lo.se  flesh,  spirit,  and  become 
walking  shadows?  Is  it  any  wonder  that  so  many  of  them  die  from  sheer  inanition? 
Well,  now,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Let  the  disease-  -and  'tis  a  disease,  and  a  fatal  one, 
too— go  on  without  endeavoring  to  check  its  ravages?  Would  such  be  philanthropic? 
Would  such  a  course  be  in  consonance  with  the  obligations  voluntarily  assumed  t 
Nay,  nay,  destroy  the  monster.  Beat  back  ignorance  into  its  darkness.  With  what 
will  you  engage  the  enemy?  With  light  and  knowledge.  Let  the  High  Priest 
lecture  at  every  Communication, —  enlighten,  interest,  and  feed  the  minds  of  those 
over  whom  they  preside  ;  give  them  the  elements  of  nutrition,  and  assist  theni  to 
assimilate  it  in  order  that  there  may  be  growth  in  strength,  growth  in  beauty,  and 
growth  in  wisdom. 

M  Encourage  by  example  the  reading  of  Masonic  literature.  Subscribe  for  and 
canse  to  be  read  Masonic  periodicals.  Plenty  of  them  there  are,  and  cheap  etiough 
to  be  accessible  to  the  poorest. 

An  appropriation  of  three  hundred  dollars  was  made  to  assist  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
sustaining  St  John's  College.  Well  done,  companions  of  Arkansas;  this  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  surely  "  ye  shall  reap  your  reward." 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Usage  made  the  following  report,  which  waa 
adopted  :— 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Usage,  to  whom  was  referred  the  question 
whether  a  Convocation  of  actual  Past  Masters  should  allow  virtual  Past  Masters  to 
be  present  when  the  order  is  conferred  in  Convocation  upon  a  Master  elect  of  a 
Lodge,  have  had  the  name  under  consideration,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  Grand 
Chapter  has  no  jurisdiction  over  Convocations  of  actual  Past  Masters  iu  siich  case, 
and,  therefore,  has  no  power  to  decide  what  jictnal  Paht  .Masters  should  do.  Wi*  know 
of  nothing  In  tins  degree,  as  conferred  in  the  Chapter,  which  would  prevent  a  virtual 
Past  Master  from  being  present  in  a  Convocation  on  such  an  occasion,  if  the  actual 
Past  Masters  permit. 

**  Solid  chunks  o'  wisdom  "  are  displayed  in  this  report.  We  fully  agree  with  the 
committee  that  there  is  "  nothing  in  the  degree,  as  conferred  in  the  Chapter,  which 
would  prevent  a  virtual  Past  Master  from  being  present,"  provided  the  actual  Past 
Matters  pemxU. 

The  following  table  gives  a  pretty  clear  idea  of  the  state  of  the  Order  in  Arkaa- 
Baa.    We  hope  for  a  better  exhibit  ere  long : — 

Number  of  Chartered  Chapters, 66 

Number  of  Chapters  U.  D., .  3 

Number  that  made  returns— Chartered  Chapters,. 26 

Number  tf  Chapters  U.  D.  that  made  returns 1 

Number  represented, 13 

Number  of  exaltations, 44 

Number  admitted, 10 

Number  dimitted 28 

Number  died, i *...•• 19 

Number  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 30 

Number  i^uspended  for  unmasonic  conduct, 0 

Number  expelled , 1 

Number  rein8tated, 8 

Number  of  affiliated  Royal  Masons  in  twenty-six  Chapters,. .  .^ 839 
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The  Grand  Treasarer  reports  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $76  37.  There  is  no 
Report  on  Correspondence. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address : 
Little  Rock. 

CANADA. 

The  nineteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Montreal  on  the  ninth  day  of  Angnst,  1876, — the  M,\  E,\  L.  H.  Hbndeb- 
80N,  Grand  Z,  presiding,  the  i?.'.  E.',  R.  P.  Rteybns  being  Grand  Scribe  E!.  Fifty- 
seven  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Z.  is  a  concise,  perspicuous,  and  thorougly  business- 
like paper,  clearly  stating  his  official  acts,  and  giving  a  good  idea  of  the  condition 
of  capitular  Masonry  in  that  jurisdiction.  He  announces  the  death  of  R.\  E,*. 
Comp.  Aldis  Bebnard,  Past  Grand  H.  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  Past  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  who  died  on  the  fourth  day  of  July  last,  in 
the  city  of  Ban  Jose,  in  this  State,  and  a  fitting  tribute  is  paid  to  his  memory.  He 
congratulates  himself  upon  the  lightness  of  the  burden  of  official  duties,  and  attrib- 
utes it  wholly  to  the  "  prosperous  and  ripid  strides  which  capitular  Masonry  is  at 
present  making  "  in  that  jurisdiction.  He  also  announces,  as  a  matter  of  general 
congratulation,  that"  the  bond  of  union  In  this  particular  branch  of  Freemasonry 
throughout  the  Provinces  of  Qaebec,  New  Brunswick,  Ontario,  and  Manitoba,  is  still 
quietly  and  carefully  maintained  and  preserved,"  and  that  no  desire  is  mantrested  to 
disturb  or  mar  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  now  existing.  He  very  justly  compli- 
ments Comp.  RoBBBTSON  upon  his  excellent  Reports  on  Correspondence,  and  says 
that  the  time  and  labor  necessarily  employed  by  him  in  their  preparation  are  not 
sufficiently  appreciated  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  He  had  granted,  during  the  year, 
seven  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters,  and  recommendd  that  char- 
ters be  issued  for  their  perpetuation. 

Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Massachusetts  and 
Mississippi,  and  R.\  E.\  Comp.  J.  H.  Stearns  was  received  and  accredited  as  the 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  difficulty  arising  from  the  dissatisfaction  manifested  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  with  the  Representative  of  Canada  near  that  Grand 
Body,  we  are  pleased  to  say,  has  been  amicably  settled. 

From  the  reports  of  the  several  Grand  Superintendents  or  Inspectors,  it  appears 
that  our  companions  of  Canada  are  enjoying  a  degree  of  prosperity  and  progress 
truly  gratifying,  and  we  rejoice  with  them  in  the  peace  and  harmony  now  prevailing 
among  them.    Long  may  it  continue. 

The  Finance  Committee  report  the  balance  of  cash  on  hand  to  be  $2109  14,  and 
invested  in  Dominion  stock,  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  $3000 — making  the  total 
assets  $5109  14. 

Several  companions,  to  wit:  F.  Westlake,  J.  R.  Peel,  W.  D.  McGloohlon, 
John  H.  Let,  Peter  Grant,  and  Mark  Solomon,  having  been  expelled  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada  for  participating  in  the  formation  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ontario,  were  summoned  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  they  should  not  be  expelled 
from  Royal  Arch  Masonry  for  violating  their  obligations;  and,  not  appearing  in  obe- 
dience to  the  summons,  they  were  severally  declared  to  be  expelled  from  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

Comp.  Henrt  Robertson,  in  his  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviews,  in  a  cour- 
teous and  thorough  manner,  the  transactions  of  twenty-eight  Grand  Chapters ;  but, 
by  some  unfortunate  mistake,  our  proceedings  failed  to  reach  him.  We  hope  for 
better  luck  next  time. 

The  M.'.  E,\  L.  H.  Henderson  was  re-elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\E.\ 
Daniel  Sprt  was  elected  Grand  Scribe  E.    Address :  Toronto. 
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COLORADO. 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  heldits  second  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Denver  on  the  twenty-flrat  day  of  September,  1876,— the  M,\  K\  William  N.  Bterf, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E,\  Ed.  C.  Pabmblee  being  Grand  Secre- 
tary.   All  the  subordinate  Chapters,  six  in  number,  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  very  brief;  but  he  speaks  words  of  good 
cheer,  and  we  congratulate  our  companions  of  Colorado  upon  their  prosperity  and 
unbroken  numbers.    He  thus  speaks  of  the  state  of  the  Order : — 

It  has  been  a  year  of  peace  and  quiet  wthin  our  sacred  tabernacles,  as  well  as  in 
all  the  Masonic  organizations  within  our  jurisdiction.  If  we  have  made  but  little 
growth,  we  have  ako  to  mourn  no  great  disaster  or  discouragement  Hard  times 
and  stagnation  in  business  must  naturally  have  a  depressing  influence  upon  Masonic 
prosperity,  as  well  as  upon  everything  else.  Yet  our  subordinate  Chapters  have  all 
made  more  or  less  growth,  and  in  some  of  them  the  increase  of  membership  has  been 
very  gratifying.  Since  the  organization  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  death  has  not  invaded 
its  portals,  and  I  believe  that  in  the  last  year  not  one  member  of  our  subordinate 
Chapters  has  been  called  from  earth.  Nor  has  plague,  famine  or  pestilence  visited 
our  borders:  everybody  is  reasonably  prosperous  and  our  Chapters  are  believed 
each  to  be  in  easy  circumstances,  financially.  Certainly,  in  these  blessings,  we  have 
enough  for  which  to  be  grateful  to  the  Great  I  AM,  ind  to  Him  let  ua  render  all  our 
thanks  and  praise. 

Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Illinois,  Nebraska, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Massachusetts,  Missouri,  and  Vermont. 

The  only  question  submitted  to  the  Grand  High  I'riest  for  hia  decision  was 
relative  to  conferring  the  capitular  degrees  upon  a  Master  Mason  who  had  lost  hia 
right  arm  upon  the  battle-field,  while  faithfully  serving  his  country.*  Being  near  the 
time  of  the  Annual  Convocation,  the  Grand  High  Priest  did  not  decide  the  point,  but 
referred  it  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  committee  to  whom  the  question  was  referred, 
I'eported  that  it  was  not  lawful  to  confer  the  Chapter  degrees  upon  a  one-armed 
Mason,  which  sensible  report  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $72  00. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Comp. 
Ed.  C.  Parmblee,  and  is  a  well  prepared  and  interesting  paper.  He  pays  his  respects 
to  thirty-two  Grand  Chapters,  among  them  California  for  1876.  He  quotes  approv- 
ingly from  the  address  of  Comp.  Reynolds  ;  and,  from  our  report  of  that  year,  praises 
our  regulation  requiring  names  to  be  given  in  full,  and  also  that  High  Priests  elect 
be  required  to  present  a  certificate  of  qualification  before  being  installed,  and  ap- 
pears to  agree  with  us  generally  in  our  views  and  opinions  as  expressed  in  that 
report.  We  requested  him,  last  year,  to  explain  the  fact  that  two  Chapters  under 
dispensation  reported  but  six  members,  which  he  does  as  follows :  — 

With  us  a  companion  does  not  lose  his  membership  in  a  chartered  Chapter  by 
signing  a  petition  for  one  U.  D.  The  six  members  reported  in  each  of  the  two  Chap- 
ters were  the  ones  exalted  while  U.  D.  Had  the  number  of  members  been  given, 
including  those  who  signed  the  petition  for  dispensation,  and  those  exalted,  the 
membership  of  the  jurisdiction  would  not  have  been  as  large  as  reported.  All  the 
signers  of  petitions  for  dispensations  were  not  members  of  other  Chapters  in  this 
jurisdiction.  But  our  laws  do  not  require  (as  we  think  they  should)  that  all,  not 
members  of  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  shall  file  their  dimits  with  the  petition,  and 
we  are  not  sore  but  the  law  should  be,  that  all  the  signers  of  the  petition  for  dispen- 
aation  should  foward  their  dimits  with  the  petition. 

In  his  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
he  quotes  the  following  :— 

Can  a  Chapter  confer  the  Past  Master^s  degree  upon  a  brother  who  has  been 
elected  Master  of  his  Lodge,  but  who  is  not  a  candidate  for  the  degrees  in  the  Chap- 
ter? 

This  question  I  unhesitatingly  answer  in  the  negative.  In  so  deciding,  companions, 
I  was  fully  aware  that  I  was  annulling  the  practice  which  has  always  prevailed  in 
our  jurisdiction  without  being  questioned :  at  the  same  time,  being  fully  convinced 
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of  the  correctness  of  my  views  upon  the  question  stated,  I  decided  it  according  to 
whaJt  I  believed  to  be  the  correct  rule,  and  now  report  it  to  you  for  such  action  as 
you  may  consider  necessary. 

Upon  which  he  remarks,  "It  surprises  us  to  learn  that  a  different  practice  ever 
prevailed."    We  join  in  the  surprise. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa  he  says,  "  We  think  Chapters  under  dispensation  should 
be  allowed  all  the  privileges  of  chartered  Chapters,  except  the  election  of  officers  and 
representation  in  Grand  Chapter."    In  this  we  fully  concur. 

Of  Comp.  Hendebson,  of  Kentucky,  he  says:  "There  is  one  beauty  about  his  style 
of  mixing  the  States ;  if  you  want  to  Bnd  his  review  of  any  particular  Grand  Chapter, 
you  look  through  the  report  page  by  page,  and  if  it  is  there  you  can  easily  find  it.*' 
We  hope  Comp.  Hrndkrson  will  take  the  hint  and  reform  in  that  respect.  He  ia 
one  of  the  most  interesting  reporters  in  the  service ;  but  the  arrangement  of  his  re- 
ports ia  simply  abominable. 

Under  the  head  of  Maryland  he  says :  "  We  agree  with  him  that  the  Past  Master's 
degree  has  no  business  in  the  Chapter."    We  agree  with  them  both. 

In  his  review  of  Massachusetts,  speaking' of  installations  by  proxy,  he  says :  '*  The 
idea  that  any  companion  can  take  an  obligation  that  would  be  in  the  slightest  degree 
binding  upon  another,  is  '  powerful '  absurd  to  us.''    We  concur. 

In  short,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  after  carefully  reading  his  report,  that  the 
head  of  Comp.  Parmelee  is  tolerably  level  on  most  of  the  subjects  of  which  be  treats, 
and  we  feel  sorry  to  part  with  him  as  the  reporter  of  this  juvenile  Grand  Chapter, 
although  we  doubt  not  that  his  mantle  has  fallen  upon  able  shoulders,  in  the  person 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  William  N.  BYSiia,  who  fills  the  reportorial  chair  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

There  are  seven  chartered  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  an  aggregate  mem- 
bership of  347. 

The  M.'.  E,\  Irving  W.  Stanton  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\E,\ 
Ed.  C.  Parmelee  was  re-elected  Grand  ^cretary.    Address :  Georgetown. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  seventy-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Hartford  on  the  ninth  day  of  May,  1876,~the  M.\  K\  Edmund 
Tweedy,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  JR.*.  E,\  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  being 
Grand  Secretary.  Thirty-four  chartered  Chapters  and  one  under  dispensation  were 
represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  lengthy  and  well  prepared  paper.  He 
commences  by  alluding  to  the  Centennial  Celebration  at  Philadelphia,  and  finds 
grounds  for  congratulation  in  the  fact  that  many  of  those  who  have  aided  to  make 
our  country  what  it  is  to-day  have  been  members  of  our  Order,  and  "  have  applied  its 
principles  and  teachings  to  their  conduct  of  public  aOairs."  He  announces  the  death 
of  a  venerable  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  the  M.\  E,\  George  Giddinqs,  who  died  on 
the  fourth  day  ofAugust  last,  aged  seventy-four  years.  In  paying  a  fraternal  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  this  father  in  the  Order,  he  says :  "  Comp.  Giddings  was  the  first  to 
introduce  in  this  jurisdiction  the  delivery  of  a  written  address  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest, — a  custom  now  universal."  He  says  the  past  year  has  been  an  uneventful 
one  in  that  State,  and  his  official  duties  have  been  light.  He  had  granted  one  dis- 
pensation to  form  a  new  Chapter. 

The  address  is  principally  devoted  to  matters  of  local  interest,  but  the  follow- 
ing on  Masonic  legislation  should  be  read  by  all,  and  we  therefore  transfer  it  to  onr 
pages  :— 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  of  late,  and,  perhaps,  not  altogether  without  rea- 
son, of  the  evils  arising  from  too  much  legislation ;  and  some  worthy  companions  who 
have  directed  their  attention  to  the  jurisprudence  of  Masonry,  have  been  rather 
opprobriously  termed  "Masonic  Lawyers,"  and  their  infiuence  has  been  deprecated. 
It  is  feared  by  some  that  unless  they  are  put  down  or  kept  in  check,  there  is  danger 
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that  Masonry,  from  a  beaotiful  syfitem  of  morality,  may  be  converted  into  a  rigid 
syHtem  of  jurhpnidenoe,  to  be  interpreted  only  by  tha»e  well  Hkilled  in  the  law. 
While  I  liiive  no  donbt  that  these  apprehen>ion9  are  honest  and  sincere,  I  do  not 
share  them.  The  science  of  Freemasonry  is  so  comprehensive  and  all  embracing, 
that  it  will  furnish  employment  for  all  the  talents  and  factilties  with  which  all  its 
vot  iries  are  endowed.  Wiihin  its  vast  scope  and  aim  there  is  room  for  all,  and  in  the 
fulfillment  of  its  mi^)sion  there  is  work  for  all.  Each  followihg  the  bent  of  his  own 
mind,  and  employing  his  own  peculiar  gifts,  contributes  to  the  general  welfare  the 
results  of  hU  labor  and  stndy.  One  pursues  his  investigations  into  the  history  and  trar 
ditions  of  the  Order,  and  brings  to  light  much  valuable  information  that  would  other- 
wise have  lain  buried  in  the  darkness.  Another  reflects  upon  the  moral  principles 
of  Masonry,  and  points  out  to  us  the  path  of  duty.  The  imagination  of  another  is  led 
captive  by  the  profuse  symbolism  of  the  Order,  and  by  its  use  he  teach^^s  us  many 
lessons  of  great  force  and  beauty.  Another  finds  delight  in  the  study  of  our  sublime 
ritual,  and  shows  it  to  be  an  exhaustless  mine  of  rich  treasures.  Another  regards 
Masonry  as  a  system  of  philosophy,  and,  as  such,  considers  its  adaptation  to  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  the  human  race;  while  still  another,  studying  the  origin, 
circumstanrps,  needs  and  conditions  of  the  institution,  evolves  from  them  wholesome 
and  ju-^t  laws  for  its  government.  Each  of  these  renders  important  service,  and  all 
work  harmoniously  tor  the  common  good.  I  can  speak  with  freedom  of  the  value  of 
this  service,  because  I  do  not  belong  to  any  one  of  the  classes  named,  but  to  that 
great  body  of  the  Craft  that  rejoices  in  and  profits  by  their  labors,  and  which  ought 
to  and  does  accept  them  with  thankfulness. 

Masonry  is  a  peculiar  institution,  and  must  have  peculiar  laws  for  its  government. 
Some  of  these  laws  may  be  changed  and  modified  to  conform  to  the  varying  condi- 
tions of  time  and  circumstances,  but  their  distinctive  character  must  be  maintained. 
Proper  legislation  for  the  Craft  can  only  be  founded  in  a  knowledge  of  the  history, 
principles  and  landmarks  of  the  Order.  This  knowledge  can  only  be  the  result  of 
time  and  study.  Hence  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  theory  sometimes  advanced, 
that  Lodges  and  Chapters  shonid  be  a  law  unto  themselves,  while  proceeding  from 
a  wrong  conception  of  the  design  of  Masonry,  is  a  very  dangerous  one  to  put  into 
practice.  With  the  be^t  intentions,  from  want  of  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
distinctive  character  of  the  Masonic  polity,  and  from  the  attempt  to  conform  it  to 
the  cnstonis  and  usages  of  other  institutions,  political  and  otherwise,  landmarks 
might  be  violated,  principles  subverted,  and  barriers  thrown  down.  At  any  rate 
the  result  nuiat  be  confused  and  discordant  legislation,  without  plan  or  symmetry. 
One  of  the  irreatest  of  living  writers  has  recently  said  ''It  is  a  common  sentence 
that  knowledL^e  is  power;  but  who  hath  duly  considered  or  set  furtli  the  power  of 
ignorance?  Knowledge  slowly  builds  up  what  ignorance  in  an  hour  pulls  down. 
Knowledge,  through  patient  and  frugal  centuries,  enlarges  discovery  and  makes 
record  of  it;  Ignorance,  wanting  its  day's  dinner,  lights  a  fire  with  the  record,  and 
gives  a  flavor  to  its  one  roast  with  the  burnt  souls  of  many  generations.  Knowledge, 
instructing  thf>  sense,  refining  and  multiplying  needs,  transforms  itself  into  skill,  and 
mskes  life  various  with  a  new  six  days'  work ;  comes  ignorance  drunk  on  the  seventh, 
with  a  firkin  of  oil  and  a  match,  and  an  easy  '  Let  them  not  be ' — and  the  many 
colored  creation  is  shriveled  up  into  blackness.  Of  a  truth,  knowledge  is  power, 
but  it  is  a  power  reined  by  scruple,  having  a  conscience  of  what  may  be  and  what 
must  be  ;  whf;reas  ignorance  is  a  blind  giant,  who,  let  him  but  wax  unbound,  would 
make  it  a  sport  to  seize  the  pillars  that  hold  up  the  long-wrought  fabric  of  human 
good,  and  turn  all  the  places  of  joy  dark  as  a  buried  Babylon. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  tendency  of  the  mnch  decried  legislation  of  the  past 
few  years  has  been  towards  uniformity,  and  the  gradual  establishment,  ontof  a  mass 
of  confused  and  contradictory  laws,  of  a  well  defined  system  of  jurisprudence, 
designed  to  secure  the  purity,  safety  and  perpertuity  of  the  institution.  One  princi- 
ple after  another  has  become  well  settled  and  recognized,  and  is  withdrawn  from 
the  realm  of  discussion.  As  these  principles  become  understood  by  the  Craft, 
through  that  gradual  enlightenment,  which  is  very  desirable,  the  great  number  of 
decisions  by  (Jrand  Officers  will  be  much  reduced,  as  a  large  proportion  of  them 
proceed  from  the  want  of  knowledge  or  inve!:ti.?ation  on  the  part  of  the  enquirers, 
and  are  simply  stit.ments  of  truths  which  should  be  familiar  to  all. 

It  will  bi?  not  ced  that  t'le  legislation  that  is  most  objected  ti,  is  that  which  per- 
tains specially  i)  the  restrictions  upon  the  admission  of  candidates.  It  seems  to  me 
that  here  we  cannot  be  too  careful— that  every  safeguard  should  be  thrown  around 
the  admis-iion  of  new  members,  because  upon  their  charactjir  depends  our  safety, 
nay.  our  very  existence.  The  accepted  candidati  becomes^not  only  a  member  of  a 
particular  Lodge  or  Chapter,  but  of  the  entire  Order;  and  wisdom  and  prudence 
demand  that  there  should  be  no  laxity  in  the  regulations  that  are  designed  t  >  protect 
us  from  ttie  intrusion  of  unworthy  men.  Nor  do  I  think  that  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  individtitl  Mi'^ons  are  infringed  by  legislation  of  this  character,  but  on  the  con- 
trary protected  ;  because,  as  it  is  designed  and  is  calculated  to  promote  the  safety 
and  purity  of  the  institution,  it  thereby  defends  and  renders  much  more  valuable  the 
privileges  of  each  member  of  it. 
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Hasty  legislation  is  always  to  be  deprecated,  but  it  is  never  more  harmful  than 
when  employed  to  oTerthrow  some  well  settled  and  beneficent  principle,  because 
of  some  supposed  case  of  individual  hardship  arising  from  its  operation. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  was  duly  recognized  and  the  right  hand  of  fellow 
ship  extended  to  her.  The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  able  pen  of 
Comp.  John  M.  Lewis,  and  no  more  need  be  said  to  establish  its  value  as  a  Masonic 
paper.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty  Grand  Chapters,  many  of  them  for  two 
years,  and  California  for  1875  receives  a  fair  share  of  his  attention.  He  quotes  that 
portion  of  our  report  last  year,  under  the  head  of  Connecticut,  relative  to  the  sub. 
ject  of  non-payment  of  dues,  and,  as  he  made  no  criticism  upon  it  in  his  review  of 
California,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  scalp  of  another  convert  hung  at  onr 
belt ;  but  we  find  to  onr  chagrin  that  he  is  no  such  Indian,  and,  like  a  veritable  Sitting 
Bull,  he  is  still  upon  the  war-path.  His  unregenerate  condition  is  evidenced  by  the 
following,  which  we  find  in  his  concluding  remarks  :— 

On  the  subject  of  discipline  for  non-payment  of  dues,  we  would  say  to  Comp.  Wjg- 
OIN,  of  California,  that  the  mere  naked  fact  of  their  non-payment  does  not  imply  moral 
turpitude ;  which  element  is  essential  to  a  Masonic  crime  and  the  right  to  inflict  Msson- 
ic  punishment.  We  have  never  taken  the  grounds  that  a  companion  who  was  able  to 
pay  dues,  had  the  right  to  Jincist  on  the  privileges  of  Chapter  membership,  while 
refusing  to  pay  them.  We  claim  that  he  has  the  right  to  reiinqnish  those  privileges  . 
at  pleasure,  freely  and  without  question.  The  ca^e  of  a  Chapter  member  who  is  able 
to  pay  and  won't  either  do  so  or  djmit,  brings  up  quite  a  different  point  from  the  one 
we  have  been  discussing.  We  don't  think  there  would  be  much  variance  in  his  and 
our  methods  of  dealing  with  such  cases.  In  answer  to  his  remarks,  which  we  have 
quoted  on  page  60  of  this  report,  we  say  that  whether  the  companion  has  more  or 
less  of  the  spirit  or  Masonry  in  his  heart  than  a  chimpanzee  or  a  mud  turtle,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  Jiis  "right"  to  become  non-affiliate  at  choice.  Concerning  this 
*'  right,"  we  have  not  yet  seen  an  answer  to  the  arguments  we  have  heretofore  ad- 
vanced, either  from  Companion  Wiggings  pen,  or  that  of  any  other  reporter.  We 
advise  him  to  give  up  all  efforts  for  our  conversion,  at  least  until  he  has  refuted  our 
arguments. 

We  have  practiced  the  Salaam  until  we  are  fain  to  believe  ourself  as  perfect  as 
the  most  accomplished  Celestial  in  all  Companion  Wiggin's  jurisdiction.  We  do  our 
level  best  in  acknowledgment  of  his  compliments.  We  couldnU  have  helped  it  even 
if  we  had  not  had  the  additional  incentive  of  threatened  discipline. 

The  views  of  our  companions  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  quoted  on  page  64,  are 
in  full  accord  with  onr  own.  We  beg  to  call  Companion  Wiggin's  attention  thereto : 
and  while  he  is  on  the  subject,  won't  he  also  read  the  remarks  of  M.'.  E.',  Companion 
Glenn,  of  Georgia,  which  he  will  find  on  page  72  ;  and  those  of  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  in  Minnesota,  page  115. 

We  have  carefully  perused  the  remarks  of  the  companions  referred  to,  and  we 
find  nothing  there  which  is  at  all  calculated  to  change  onr  views. 

The  District  of  Columbia  committee  say  that  so  far  as  they  are  informed,  "the 
neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  dues  to  a  Masonic  body  has  never  been  considered  such  an 
offense  as  wonld  justify  Masonic  discipline  so  aa  to  affect  the  Masonic  standing  of  a 
brother,  further  than  to  deprive  the  delinquent  of  membership  and  all  the  rights,  im- 
munites,  and  benefits  inoiderU  thereioJ*^ 

The  greatest  stickler  for  the.  doctrine  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  could 
scarcely  require  more  than  this  ;  for,  when  a  Mason  is  deprived  of  membership  and 
all  the  rights,  immunities,  and  benefits  incident  thereto,  he  has  n't  got  much  left  to 
boast  of. 

The  remarks  of  Comp.  Glenn,  of  Georgia  are  as  follows : — 

Non-affiliation  and  forced  membership.  On  this  subject  I  am  gratified  to  find  that 
common  sense  and  a  return  to  the  first  principles  and  practice  of  Masonry  are  begin- 
ning to  prevail.  Non-affiliation  is  confessedly  an  evil.  Every  Mason  ought  to  belong 
to  a  Lodge,  Chapter,  etc.  But  a  forced  membership  is  a  much  greater  evil,  and 
would,  if  persisted  in,  work  a  much  greater  injury  to  our  Institution,  because  utterly 
incon<4istent  with  and  repugnant  to  its  first  principles.  Ours,  in  its  very  constitution, 
is  a  Free  institution.  It  does  not  and  cannot  recognize  a  principle  of  slavery.  But 
what  is  forced  membership  but  a  quasi  slavery  ?  No,  let  him  who  freely  comes,  as 
freely  go,  if  he  will.  When  he  has  lost  his  interest  in  us  he  will  d^  ns  less  harm  oat- 
side  than  if  forced  to  remain  inside. 
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There  is  nothing  compnlsory  in  Freemasonry.  We  so  teach,  and  nntH  these  modem 
days,  when  the  children  have  become  wiser  than  the  fathers,  we  so  practiced.  The 
applicant  is  made  to  declare  that  he  seeks  initiation  into  onr  mjsteries,  and  connec- 
tion with  oor  Fraternity,  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  and  of  his  own  **  fVee  will 
and  accord"  let  him  depart  if  he  desires.  By  so  doing^he  cannot  divest  himself  or 
Qs  of  the  mutnal  obligations  assumed.  With  him,  as  with  ns,  once  a  Mason,  always 
a  Mason.  But  he  does  divest  himself  of  certain  Lodge  rights  and  privileges  which 
depend  entirely  on  membership,  and  knowing,  as  he  must,  the  disabilities  he  will 
incar  by  non-sffiliation,  he  is  free  to  elect  for  himself  privileges  or  disabilUies.  And 
there  I  tliink  the  matter  should  rest. 

These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  the  question  at  issue,  but  are  directed  to  non-aflBl- 
iation.  If  a  brother  chooses  to  become  non-affiliate,  we  do  not  question  his  right  to 
do  so,  although  we  believe  him  derelict  in  his  duty  aa  a  Mason,  but  we  insist  that,  so 
long  as  he  is  a  member  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  he  should  comply  with  its  laws  while 
able  so  to  do.  If  he  cannot,  he  may  and  will  be  excused.  If  be  can,  but  will  not,  he 
should  be  subjected  to  such  discipline  as  will  bring  him  to  a  realizing  sense  of  the 
duty  he  owes  to  his  brethren  who  are  more  faithful  than  he. 

The  Minnesota  committee  say :  -^ 

We  also  agree  with  the  M.'.  E.\  Grand  High  Priest  that  it  is  necessary  to  prefer 
charges  regalarly  against  delinquents  for  non-payment  of  dues  bt^fore  they  can  be 
stricken  from  the  roll  or  suspended.  The  whole  matter  of  dues  in  Masonry  is  a  mod- 
ern innovation.  The  old  rule  was,  "  Once  a  Mason,  always  a  Mason,-'  and  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  utmost  care  and  discretion  should  be  exercised  by  Chapters  ere 
they  deprive  companions  of  the  privileges  of  the  Order  for  an  infringement  of  their 
By-Laws  requiring'annual  dues. 

We  don't  know  who  wrote  that  report,  but  we  suspect  Pibkson,  who  is  a  dyed  in 
the  wool  "  old  fogy  "  by  his  own  confession,  and  whose  ante  diluvian  views  scarcely 
comport  with  the  progessive  spirit  of  the  age. 

We  do  not  think  Comp.  Lewis  has  been  fortunate  in  his  references  to  support  his 
opinions,  but  we  presume  as  he  formed  his  opinions  in  Connecticut  he  will  stick  to 
them  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  to  convert  him. 

The  M.\  E,\  H.  W.  Cote  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  i?.*.  E,'.  Joseph 
K.  Wheeler  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Hartford. 

DELAWARE. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware  held  its  eighth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Wilmington,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  January.  1876,— the  M,\  E.\  Willis  Holdenf 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  i?.*.  E.\  J.  P.  Allkond  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Six  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  very  brief,  and  contains  little  of  interest 
except  to  those  in  his  own  jurisdiction. 

We  aro  pleased  to  learn  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  in  Delaware,  and  that 
the  Chapters,  though  few  in  number,  are  in  good  working  order,  well  appointed  and 
uniform  in  their  ritual.  The  official  acts  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  consist  in  the 
granting  of  two  special  dispensations  to  elect  officers  at  a  time  other  than  that  named 
in  the  Constitution— the  appointment  of  representatives  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
Missouri  and  Nebraska,  and  in  rendering  the  following  decision,  which  we  quote: — 

I  have  been  requested  to  give  my  decision  to  the  following  question: — 
Whether  a  companion  can  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  withoat  dae 

form  of  trial. 

There  can  be  but  one  answer  to  the  question,  and  that  is  an  emphatic  no ;  the  law 

in  the  case,  requiring  a  trial,  is  a  landmark  in  all  branches  of  Masonry,  and  justice 

demands  that  the  law  be  strictly  and  sacredly  adhered  to. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  referred,  could 
not  agree  with  him  in  the  views  above  expressed,  bat  submitted  the  folluwing  reporti 
which  has  our  full  endorsement : — 

The  undersigned  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  Holdbn,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report :— 
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That  joar  committee  reRpectfully  dissent  from  the  decision  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  in  regard  to  the  suspension  of  a  member  of  a  subordinate  Chapter  for 
the  non-payment  of  daes,  believiDg  that  a  member  can  be  suspended  for  non-payment 
of  dues  by  the  By-Laws  of  each  Chapter,  and  reinstated  upon  payment  of  the  same, 
without  form  of  trial. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Geobge  W.  Stonb  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  a  subordinate  Chapter  may  suspend  a  companies  for  non-payment 
of  dues  without  a  trial,  and  without  implying  Masonic  censure,  and  that  in  such  case 
the  payment  of  such  dues  in  itself  reinstates  him  in  his  Chapter. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Comp.  Lewis,  of  Connecticut,  for  his  consideration. 

The  appropiation  for  lunch  for  the  next  Annual  Convocation  was  fixed  at  thirty 
dollars. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  elect,  not  being  present  when  the  other  oflBcers  were 
installed,  a  Special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  the  third  day  of 
February,  1876,  when  the  companion  was  installed  with  all  the  honors. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence ;  but,  as  we  notice  that  a  committee  was 
appointed,  of  which  the  Grand  Secretary  is  chairman,  we  hope  to  hear  from  him 
next  year. 

There  are  six  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  300. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address : 
Wilmington. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Semi-Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1876,— the  M.\  E,\ 
George  B.  Clark,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.',  E,\  L.  G.  Stephens  being 
Grand  Secretary.    Very  little  business  of  general  interest  was  transacted. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  L.  G.  Stephens,  having  removed  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion, tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted,  and  Comp.  Charles  W.  Han- 
COCK  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Some  valuable  documents  relating  to  the  early  history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
the  District  were  presented  by  a  companion,  which  the  Grand  Secretary  was  directed 
to  have  suitably  bound  for  preservation  in  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 


A  Special  Convocation  was  held  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  J.  E.  F.  Holmbad. 


The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  1876 ,~ 
the  M,'.  E.\  George  B.  Clark,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  Charles 
W.  Hancock  being  Grand  Secretary.  All  the  Grand  Officers,  except  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  First  Vail,  were  present,  and  eight  subordinate  Chapters  were  repre- 
sented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commenced  his  Address  with  an  eloquent  and  feeling  allu- 
sion to  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Holuead,  giving  a  sketch  of  his  Masonic 
history,  and  paying  a  glowing  tribute  to  his  memory.  He  speaks  warmly  in  favor  of 
Chapters  of  Sorrow,  held  in  memory  of  deceased  companions,  and  recommends 
their  continuance  as  an  established  custom.    Upon  this  subject  he  says : — 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  universal  custom  of  such  a  ceremony  among  the  Chap- 
ters would  tend  to  excite  among  the  members  a  deeper  interest,  and  thereby  inspire 
them  to  be  better  members  of  the  Order,  and  necessarily  better  members  of  society. 
Think  you  it  would  not  have  a  mighty  influence  on  tlie  habits,  pursuits  and  lives  of 
our  members  in  shaping  them  for  a  higher  and  better  life  ;  that  no  matter  how 
humble  the^  might  be,  loving  hearts  and  friendly  voices  would  tell  their  many  deeds 
performed  m  a  quiet  wav,  aud  not  intended  for  the  world  to  know,  trifles  in  them- 
selves, perhaps,  but  in  their  influence  spreading  out  like  the  waves  of  the  sea  7 
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He  reports  bat  one  decision,  which,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  practice  in  this  juris- 
diction,  we  give  as  reported  by  him : — 

April  24th,  Bro.  John  T.  Golliks,  of  JDeWitt  Clinton  Lorlo^e,  Sandwich,  Mass.,  and 
.Collector  of  Castoms  at  Brunswick,  Ga.,  made  application  t)  Mount  Vernon  Chapter 
for  the  degrees.  The  Secretary  was  directed  to  confer  with  the  Secret iry  of  his 
Lodge  and  Chapter  in  Massaohnsetts  and  Georgia.  May  Hth,  the  Sev-retary  of  De- 
WiU  Clinion  Lodge,  MaHsachasetts,  sayn:  We  highly  Ci-tiem  J.  T.  Collins  as  a 
worthy  member,  and  cordially  recommend  him  as  a  candidate  for  your  Chapter.  The 
Counsel  of  Orient  R.  A.  Chapter,  at  Hyannis,  Mass.,  nesrext  his  place  of  residence, 
gave  their  consent  to  Jfoun^  Vernon  Chapter  to  confer  the  degrees  on  Bro.  J.  T.  Col- 
lins. June  8th,  a  letter  whs  received  signed  R.  A.  Leslie,  H.  P.  Jessup  K.  A.  Chap- 
ter, No.  21,  Georgia,  as  follows: 

"  At  a  regular  Convocation  o{  Jessup  Chapter,  No.  21, 1  was  instructed  to  say  that 
according  to  article  5,  of  our  Constitution  we  have  and  claim  jurisdiction  in  the  case 
of  Bro.  Collins,  as  referred  to  by  yon." 

The  cat»e  was  referred  to  me,  and  on  June  26th  T  decided  that  the  consent  of 
Orient  ChHpter,  Hyannis,  Mass.,  being  obtained,  the  consent  of  the  Council  not  meet- 
ing the  requirements  of  our  Constitution,  Mount  Vernon  Chapter  could  proceed  and 
act  upon  the  case. 

The  question,  in  our  opinion,  should  be  determined  by  the  brother's  place  of  resi- 
dence. If  he  was  Collector  of  Customs  at  Brunswick,  Georgia,  he  probably  resided 
at  that  place,  asd  if  so,  we  think  the  Georgia  Chapter  clearly  had  jurisdiction  over 
him,  and  we  cannot  see  why  the  Chapter  at  Hyannis  should  have  been  consulted  in 
the  matter,  nnleas  the  candidate  had  once  been  rejected  in  that  Chapter,  when,  ac- 
cording to  the  wisdom  of  our  venerable  Grand  Parent,  the  General  Grand  Chapteri 
the  Massachusetts  Chapter  would  have  held  perpetaal  jurisdiction  over  him  wherever 
he  might  be,  and  for  all  time.  We  think  Georgia  has  just  ground  of  complaint,  and 
we  would  have  been  pleased  to  have  seen  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  but  none  was  presented. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
of  Misaiasippi  was  received  and  referred  to  a  special  committee  :— 

Grand  Council  of  R.  and  8.  Masters  of  Mississiffi, 

Office  of  the  Grand  Recordbb, 

Jackson,  October  25, 1876. 

R.'.  E.*.  CoMFANioir:  At  the  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  of  Mississippi,  held  in  February  last,  a  series  of  resolntions  were 
adopted,  touching  the  condition  of  Council  Masonry  in  this  and  other  jurisdictions, 
and  the  multiplication  of  Grand  Bodies.  It  was  made  my  duty  to  lay  this  subject 
before  your  (>rand  Chapter,  and  I  fraternally  ask  that  you  transmit  a  copy  of  thin  com- 
munication to  the  M.'.  B.'.  Grand  High  Priest,  and  to  the  chairman  of  your  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  M.'.  I.'.  Grand  Master,  Comp.  Harvet  W.  Walter,  having  read  his  Annual 
Address  to  the  Grand  Council,  the  same  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Companions  Charles  T.  Murfht,  William  French,  and  J.  L.  Finlet, 
which  committee  reported  as  follows : — 

Your  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred fthe  address  of  the  M.*.  I.*.  Grand 
Master,  H.  W.  Walter,  respectfully  report  that  the  portion  of  his  address  which  is 
in  the  words  following:  "The  Royal  Arch  degree,  stripped  of  most  of  its  real  beau- 
ties by  the  severance  of  the  Royal  and  Select  degrees  from  it,  proves  of  but  little 
attraction  to  ita  recipient.  Dissatisfied  with  the  exalted  degree,  he  seeks  no  further 
advancement  in  Ancient  Freemasonry,  and,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  real  beauty 
and  value  of  our  degrees,  hastens  to  the  more  attractive,  but,  perhaps,  not  less  beau- 
tiful and  instructive  degrees  of  the  Encampment.  The  result  is  that  many  Royal  Arch 
Masons  are  such  in  name  only,  possessing  the  form,  but  destitute  of  the  spirit  of  the 
degree.  The  evil  is  a  serious  one.  What  shall  be  the  remedy?  I  can  but  repeat,  in 
part,  what  I  said  in  closing  my  address  a  year  ago.  In  my  opinion,  the  crying  evil 
of  our  Order  is  the  splitting  of  degrees  and  the  multiplication  of  Grand  Bodies.  Had 
I  the  power,  I  would  blot  out  ever^  Council  and  (rrand  Council  in  existence  as  inde- 
pendent organizations.  I  would  yield  the  Past  Master's  degree  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
where  It  properly  belongs,  as  an  honorary  degree,  and  would  blend  the  Most  ExceU 
lent  Master  with  the  Master's,  and  the  Royal  and  Select  Master  with  the  Royal  Arch, 
making  it  the  Royal  Degree  it  should  be.  and  giving  to  it  its  ancient  form  and  beauty. 
I  would  create  Grand  Chapters  that  would  work  this  and  the  Msrk  degree  alone.  I 
would  cut  down  the  reports  of  proceedings  and  Committees  of  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence, and  would  no  longer  tolerate  oar  many  Grand  Bodies  to  eat  up  the  sabstance 
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sad  vrste  tbe  chantj  fnads  of  ovr  Order,  and  froB  this  aaTinf:  vooM  erect  soiBe 
graad  ekaritr  Uifct  v'oaH  rU5d»Q  the  beuts  of  the  *  b«ip]e«  <Mi»liaDt  and  destitate 
vi'jov*,'  aod  that  voal<j  chAlirnze  the  re<p€^t  and  via  the  admiraticMi  of  nanldiid. 
TtiU  chaoee  of  rHoai  aiiid  on^uiization  cannot,  hoverer.  be  done  br  this  Grand 
C'/QOcJ  klon*:  Dor  d'!  I  recommend  it.  It  cannot  be  eflVcled  bj  the  joint  action  ot 
tb%  ft^reral  Orand  Bo^ief  of  anr  n amber  of  State*,  bat  ther  m%j  adri$e.  and  coald 
tha*.  pro^j>ab:r.  aecnre  some  frand  convocation  of  the  Crrptic  and  Cap?talar  Grand 
I^/diet  of  all  coa3tri*r»,  that  m:£ht  prod  nee  auiformitT  of  vork.  recall  the  Ancient 
aukr^*r%  and  Be?a:at}'>afi.  and  mak«-  the  Has  n  of  ererj  clime  and  nation  confer  the 
•aine  derr*:e  and  speak  the  Mtne  Masonic  laniniaee." — 

Accarately  and  foilr  exprefin-es  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Coonril,  and  that  to  the 
end  that  otlte'r  Grand  Coancilii.  a«  veil  as  the  sereraJ  Grand  Masonic  Bodies,  raaj 
coQcar  and  co-operate  vitb  tht«  Grand  Council  ioaccompli^h  the  objects  suggested 
in  aald  ad'Jre^n.  ve  offer  the  follovinj^: — 

littoftt'-J.  Ttiat  the  Grand  Kerorder  be  instmcted  to  forward  a  copr  of  this  report 
to  the  serf  ral  Grand  Ma^^iiiic  Bodies  with  vhom  thi«  Grand  Coancil.  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, and  Grand  LrKJire  of  liis«i!<#!ppi  are  in  fraternal  correspondence,  respectfnlrf 
Inriting  th*;ir  attention  and  consideration. 

The  foil  owing  ret-olaiion  was  also  adopted  : — 

Re$olred,  That  a  coiomittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  lli«-ii««>ippi.  or  its  committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  propriety  of  oniting  the 
degrees  of  Boyal  and  Select  Master  with  those  of  the  Chapter. 

Fraternal]  J  joors, 

J.  L.  PowsB,  Grand  Recorder. 


Comp.  William  B.  Si.vgletox,  on  behalf  of  the  special  committee  to  which  the 
circular  from  the  Grand  Coancil  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Mississippi  was 
referred,  made  the  following  report: — 

The  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  communication  from  J.  L.  Power, 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Mississippi, 
makes  the  following  report : — 

We  find  in  the  report  of  the  special  committee,  as  set  forth  in  the  above  men- 
tioned paper,  leveral  points  sd  different  in  themselves  that  we  must  make  a  snbdi- 
Yision  and  diM:uss  their  merits  separately. 

First.  We  observe  that  the  Boyal  Arch  degree  is  supposed  to  be  '*  stripped  of 
most  of  its  real  beauties  by  the  severance  of  the  Royal  and  Select  degrees  from  it/' 
and  therefore,  it  is  asserted  by  the  committee,  "prove^^of  little  attraction  to  its  recip- 
ient/' who  "  then  seeks  no  farther  advancement  in  Ancient  Freemasonry.'' 

It  is  the  opinion  of  jonr  committee  that  the  Royal  and^elect  degrees  should  be 
u>  aUcLched  to  the  Royal  Arch  as  to  constitate  parts  of  the  capitular  9y$>tem.  and  be 
to  that  as  the  Master  Mason  is  to  the  Blue  degrees,  or,  as  they  are  sometimes  called, 
"  ■ymbolic.*'  But  in  recommending  this,  we  must  give  the  reasons  jwhich  induced 
thui  opinion : 

In  our  inveitigations  into  the  whole  rationale  of  the  Masonic  system,  we  firmly 
believe  that  those  who  instituted  the  graduated  plan  were  thus  impelled  by  their 
knowledge  of  the  peculiar! lies  of  the  human  mind  in  its  efforts  to  arrive  at  ultimate 
truth.  The  qaeuion  arines  in  the  mind  of  the  educator  —  bow  shall  I  stimulate  the 
mental  energies  of  my  pupils?  A  G<?rmau  philosopher  said :  "were  ( to  be  given  the 
choice  whether  ii  know  the  truth  or  to  search  for  it,  I  would  choose  the  latter." 
Here  we  have,  in  a  few  words,  the  answer  for  the  Masonic  system  since  1730.  Believ* 
ing  this,  trusting  In  this,  we  think  the  steps  of  Masonry  from  the  Entered  Apprentice 
to  the  Select  degree  to  be  a  roost  proper  succeAsion  to  convey  to  the  mind  of  the 
enquirer  what  is  really  intended  in  the  whole  system.  First,  light,  as  a  symbol  of 
truth;  second,  more  light;  and  third,  perfect  light:  and  such  the  third  degree  was 
before  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  instituted  and  "  lapped  on "  to  those  who  had 
passed  the  chair. 

When  the  Royal  Arch  was  introduced  into  England  by  Ramsbt,  and  in  due  time 
was  added  to  the  "curriculum"  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  the  third  degree  was 
altered  to  suit  the  arrangement,  and  something  was  2os<  that  it  might  be  recovered  in 
the  Arch.  The  next  addition  was,  to  account  for  the  how,  when,  where,  and  for 
what  purpose  the  deposit  was  made. 

Perha;)s  we  have  now  shown  enough  to  the  astute,  to  Indicate  why  the  Select 
degree  should  not  be  antecedent  to  the  Royal  Arch.  Every  revealment  in  Masonry 
is  only  a  reveilment;  that  which  it  purports  to  discover  is  only  a  veil  in  front  of  some 
other  truth,  to  be  again  the  object  of  some  farther  search,  and  the  question  is,  how 
far  shall  we  go  to  discover  ultimate  truth? 

In  view  of  these  reasons,  it  is  oar  opinion  that  the  Select  degree  should  sncceed 
the  Royal  Arch.  As  to  the  bodij  in  which  it  should  hold  iU  obedience,  it  is  a  matter 
■omewhat  of  taste  or  convenience.  Within  the  memory  of  this  committee,  the  Boyal 
Master  and  Select  degrees  have  bad  various  mastera,  and  our  best  writers  are  very 
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nocertain  as  to  their  patprnity.  Id  1817  the  aathority  was  given  by  Philip  P.  Eckel, 
of  Baltimore,  to  Jerbxy  L.  Cross,  to  confer  the  Select,  by  a  duly  executed  warrant, 
a  photograph  copy  of  tlie  original  being  in  the  possesaion  of  one  of  this  committee,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  appended. 

It  has  been  conceded  that  Comp.  Eckel  controlled  the  degree,  and  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  it  was  to  be  conferred  only  on  Royal  Aroh  Masons,  yet,  strange  to  say, 
after  his  death,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  took  possession  of  that  degree  (in 
1824)  and  also  the  Roval  Master,*  and  conferred  them  upon  those  who  had  not 
received  the  Royal  Arch,  and  so  continued  to  do  until  very  recently,  when  the  Grand 
Council  of  Maryland  was  organized. 

Sometime  after  the  propagation  of  the  Select  degree  by  J.  L.  Cross,  Councils  and 
Grand  Councils  were  established,  especially  in  tlie  west,  southwest,  and  south. 
These  continued  for  a  season,  and,  no  doubt  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Mississippi  Grand  Council,  they  gradually  went  into  a  decline  until  a 
short  time  prior  to  1848.  The  General  Grand  Chapter  granted  charters  to  Chapters, 
in  States  where  there  were  no  Grand  Chapters,  with  authority  to  confer  these  two 
degrees  onlv  on  Royal  Arch  Masons.  The  chairman  of  this  committee  was  King  of  a 
Chapter  in  Missouri,  whose  charter  permitted  Councils  of  the  Royal  and  Select  to  be 
opened  to  confer  those  degrees  on  Royal  Arch  Masons.  Again,  since  that  time,  sub- 
ordinate Councils  arose,  and  Grand  Councils  were  created,  and  now  nearly  every  State 
and  territory  has  a  Grand  Council,  with  its  subordinates. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the  "  wave  "  will  soon  descend  again,  and 
many  Councils  will  become  extinct  —  the  Grand  Councils  die  for  want  of  representa- 
tives and  then  a  change  may  be  effected  to  place  these  two  invaluable  degrees  under 
the  control  of  the  State  Grand  Chanters,  in  the  position  they  formerly  occupied  —  to 
be  conferred  only  on  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  until  which  time  they  are  like  the  tares 
among  the  wheat,  and  we,  like  good  husbandmen,  must  await  the  harvest  ere  we 
attempt  to  separate  them  from  their  present  connection. 

2d.  With  the  views  of  that  committee  in  regard  to  the  splitting  of  degrees,  we  do 
not  altogether  concur,  because  it  is  our  conviction  that  in  all  systems  of  education, 
of  wh  cb  Masonry  is  one,  subdivisaion  is  not  only  necessary,  but  is  an  invaluable  help 
to  the  memory ;  but  we  are  not  altogether  advised  as  to  what  may  be  meant  by  t'e 
"  splitting,"  which  is  the  *•  crying  evil  of  our  order."  We  concur  as  to  the  evil  of  the 
multiplication  of  Grand  Bodies,  and,  in  the  matter  of  the  Royal  and  Select,  would  be 
glad  to  have  them  under  the  control  of  the  Grand*  Chapters,  to  be  conferred  after 
exaltation.  We  concur  also  in  the  matter  of  the  Past  Master's  degree,  and  would 
cheerfully  consent  to  return  to  the  practice  of  thin  jurisdiction  as  it  was  at  an  early 
day,  and  that  also  of  Maryland  f  nntil  quite  recently,  and  drop  it  from  the  curriculum 
as  being  unnecessary,  troublesome,  and  sometimes  mischievous.  We  are  not  advised 
as  to  how  the  Most  Excellent  Master's  degree  could  be  blended  with  that  of  the 
Master  Mason.  But  from  our  present  view  of  the  latter  degree,  any  blending  what- 
ever would  spoil  that  degree  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  evidently  designed  ; 
and  how  an  event  as  narrated  in  the  Most  Excellent,  when  the  temple  was  dedicated, 
could  be  blended  with  the  legend  of  the  third,  which  was  before  the  completion  of 
the  temple,  occurs  to  us  as  being  too  manifest  an  anachronism  even  for  Masonic 
tradition.  On  this  point,  therefore,  we  must  be  silent,  or  start  out  with  an  original 
suggestion ,  a  matter  not  contemplated  in  the  appointment  of  this  committee.  Neither 
can  we  concur  in  blending  the  Royal  and  Select  Master's  degrees  with  the  Royal 
Arch,  for  the  best  of  reasons  ;  that  the  two  legends  are  laid  four  hundred  and  seventy 
years  apart,  and  even  Masonic  imaginations  could  not  make  them  synchronize.  We 
moreover  believe  that  where  we  design  to  instruct  the  candidate  by  symbols,  either 
to  the  eye  or  by  dramatic  representations,  the  concrete  should  be  employed  rather 
than  the  abstract,  and  no  degree  should  contain  more  than  one  allegorical  repre- 
sentation. The  unities  shocld  be  preserved,  for  few  minds  are  capable  of  compre- 
hending more  than  one  truth  pt  a  time. 

3d.  That  portion  referring  to  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence  and  reports 
of  proceedings,  we  cannot  recommend  in  this  report,  a^  the  companions  of  this  juris- 
diction have  fully  satisfied  themselves  as  to  the  real  merits  and  great  value  of  those 
means  by  which  they  have  been  so  greatly  edified,  instructed  and  improved.  In  this, 
too,  much  is  due  to  taste  and  the  desire  for  information  as  to  the  transactions  of  our 
corresponding  bodies  in  Masonry.  It  is  our  opinion  that  our  great  prosperity,  enter- 
prise and  cultivation,  in  every  branch  of  science  and  art  in  this  country,  are  mainly 

'  w  - 

*The  Royal  Masf er  was  not  known  at  the  South  and  Southwest  at  an  early  dajr,  bnt  oame  from 
the  North,  and  was  a  later  introd  action ;  at  what  time  we  may  learn  more  definitely  from  a  forth- 
coming work  by  onr  distinguished  companion,  JosiAH  H.  Dbummond.  who  has  made  important 
disooTeries  as  to  that  and  the  Select  degree. 

tThe  flrst  (institution  of  Maryland  and  District  of  Ck>lambia  which  we  can  find,  published  in 
1834,  does  not  admit  the  Past  lOaster's  degree  in  the  list.  In  the  Constitution  of  the  same  body  for 
1846itisalsoomittMl. 
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due  to  the  general  dissemination  of  knowledge  among  the  people.  Then  in  Masonic 
matters,  why  not  cultivate  the  same  methods  for  the  dissemination  of  Masonic  know- 
ledge ?  In  this  jurisdiction,  both  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  every 
brother  or  companion,  wlio  desires,  can  and  does  obtain  a  copy  of  the  annual  pro- 
ceedings ;  hence  in  Washington  city  are  to  t>e  found  as  intelligent  Masons  as  in  any 
conntry  on  tlie  globe. 

4th.  We  thiiiic  tliere  are  other  purposes  in  Masonry  than  erecting  "grand  char- 
ities," and  yet  the  latter  may  not  be  neglected.-  Prom  our  published  reportsi,  we 
have  learned  that  in  those  jurisdictions  where  has  been  the  most  liberality  in  the  one 
direction  will  be  found  a  corresponding  liberality  in  the  other. 

As  to  the  last  paragraph,  we  confess  that  when  Utopia  shall  have  been  presented 
before  us,  we  may  then  anticipate  that  happy  time  of  *'  uniformity  of  work,"  and 
"recall  the  ancient  ch;ir><es  and  regulations,"  and  make  the  Mason  of  every  clime 
confer  the  same  degree  and  speak  the  same  Masonic  language.  We  fear,  however, 
that  so  long  as  each  and  every  one  claims  himnelf  to  have  the  only  true  and  ancient 
ttiork,  that  it  will  be  as  difficult  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  as  it  was  after  such  a 
"  happy  meeting"  had  taken  place  in  Baltimore  in  1842,  when,  in  five  years  subse- 
quent thereto,  tliere  was  to  be  found  in  this  country  a  Webb-Preston  work,  a  Cross 
work,a  Moorb  work,  a  .Juun'  Dovk  work,  and  in  some  jurisdictions  a  little  of  all  these 
blended.    If  conventions  can  e<«tablish  uniformity  they  cannot  maintain  it. 

In  concl  ision,  we  i>ffer  the  following: — 

Besolced.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Chapter  that  the  Royal  and  Seleol 
degrees  should  be  conferred  upon  no  one  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

Jiesoloed,  That  it  is  desimble  that  these  two  degrees  should  be  controlled  by  regu- 
lar Chapters  of  lioyal  Arch  Mosons,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Chapters. 

Jiesoheri,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  that  the  Past  Master's 
degree  should  be  dfop]>ed  from  the  list  of  Capitular  degrees,  as  unnecessary  in  the 
Chapter. 

Besolced,  That  should  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Mississippi 
be  genernlly  adopted,  ihis  Grand  Chapter  will  also  enter  into  the  same  arrangements 
to  have  unitormity,  reserving  the  right  in  regard  to  the  order  of  the  degrees. 

WiLLiAX  R.  Singleton, 
Noble  D.  Larneb, 
David  Wills. 


[  Copy.] 
7b  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

Imprest  with  a  perfect  conviction  that  the  knowledge  of  the  mtsteries  to  the  de- 
gree of  Royal  Arch  are  etr.inently  promoted  by  a  knowledge  of  those  revealed  in  the 
in  (he  CouiVel  of  Select  Masons';  and  whereas  the  said  degree  of  Select  is  not  so 
extensively  known  as  its  \va:its  and  the  good  of  the  Craft  require — 

Therefore  know  ye,  That  reposing  especial  confidence  in  my  beloved  and  trusty 
companion,  Jekkjiy  L.  (.  uoss,  1  do  hereby,  by  the  high  powers  in  me  vested,  author- 
ise and  empower  him  to  conler  the  s>iid  degree  as  follows,  (viz:)  In  any  place  where 
a  regular  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  is  established,  the  officers  or  members 
approving,  he  may  confer  said  de;;ree  according  to  its  rules  and  regulations,  but 
only  on  Royal  Arch  Ma<ions  who  have  taken  all  the  preceding  degrees,  a;*  is  required 
by  the  G.  G.  Chapter.  When  a  competant  number  of  Select  Masons  are  thus  made, 
he  may  grant  them  a  warrant  to  open  a  Councel  of  Select  and  confer  the  degree,  and 
do  all  other  business  appertaining  thereto. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Baltimore  the  27th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1817,  and 
in  the  year  of  the  Dis.  2817. 

Philip  P.  Ecksl. 

Thrice  illustrious  and  (^rand  Puissant  in  the  Grand  Council  of  Select  at  Baltimorei 
and  {ipproved  as  G.  G.  Scribe. 

H.  NiLES,* 

Approved  and  attested  as  HI.  in  the  G.  Coancil. 

The  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 

We  did  not  receive  a  copy  of  the  circular  from  Mississippi,  although  we  are  in 
fraternal  correspondence  with  all  the  Grand  Masonic  Bodies  of  that  State;  nor  have 
we  ever  heard  of  it  until  we  took  up  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  ;  but  the  committee,  in  their  report,  have  so  admirably  covered 
the  whole  ground  that  we  do  not  dei<ire  to  add  one  word  except  to  give  it  our  Iblleat 
endorsement. 

*  Editor  of  "Nilea's  Register." 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  afj^ain  from  the  genial  pen  of  Comp.  Edwin  B. 
MacGrottt,  who  sacceeded  in  producing  a  most  valaable  and  interesting  paper. 
Thirty-six  Grand  Chapters  receive  his  attention,  California  for  1876  inclnded.  Comp. 
MacGbotty  is  a  pleasant  and  kindly  reviewer,  and  much  we  regret  to  lose  him  from 
the  reportorial  ranks ;  bnt  he  declines  farther  service,  and,  as  we  are  obliged  to 
part  with  him,  we  wish  him  all  the  prosperity  he  desires  and  all  the  happiness  he  is 
capable  of  enjoying.  Fortunately  his  place  is  filled  by  a  master  workman,  in  the 
person  of  Comp.  Noble  D.  Larneb,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  a  taste  of  whose  quality 
as  a  reporter  we  erstwhile  enjoyed. 

Comp..MAcGROTTT,  in  his  review  of  California,  quotes  the  following  extract  from 
our  report : — 

We  know\hat  a  regulation  exists  in  many  Lodges  to  the  effect  that  a  brother  can- 
not be  elected  to  the  oflBce  of  Master,  unless  he  has  first  served  as  a  Warden ;  bnt 
we  were  not  aware  that  this  was  considered  as  one  of  the  ancient  landmarks ;  if  it  is, 
it  has  long  been  obliterated  in  most  of  the  Lodges  in  this  country,  and  the  common 
sense  rule  prevails,  that  the  brother  best  qualified  to  discharge  the  important  duties 
of  Master  of  the  Lodge  shall  be  invested  with  the  honors  of  the  position. 

Upon  which  he  makes  the  following  comments : — 

To  which  we  reply  if  it  is  not  an  ancient  landmark,  it  is  an  '*ancjent  regulation, " 
and  is  embodied  in  the  *'  Ancient  Charges  -'  to  the  Craft,  and  it  is  certainly  news  to 
us  if  it  is  obliterated  in  most  of  the  Lodges  in  the  country.  We  certainly  think  Comp. 
WiooiN  must  be  misinformed  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  would  ask  for  informa- 
tion, to  please  name  a  jurisdiction  in  this  country  where  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  is 
selected  from  the  brethren  on  the  floor,  except  in  the  case  of  the  formation  of  a  new 
Lodge,  and  then  we  know  that  the  brethren  always  endeavor  to  obtain  a  brother  to 
fill  that  position  who  has,  at  some  time,  held  the  office  of  Master  or  Warden  of  a 
Lodge. 

We  are  well  aware  that  it  was  fin  "  ancient  regulation/'  and  embodied  in  the 
"  Ancient  Charges ''  that  no  brother  could  be  a  Master  until  he  had  served  as  a  War- 
den, but  it  was  not  considered  one  of  the  "Ancient  Landmarks  "  which  was  to  be 
preserved  inviolate.  Many  of  the  "Ancient  Regulations"  are  not  now  in  force,  and 
we  believe  we  are  correct  in  saying  that  in  many  jurisdictions  in  this  country  this 
particular  "Ancient"  is  ignored.  We  will  name,  positively,  but  one,  because  we 
cannot  now  call  to  mind  those  who  we  believe  are  in  accord  with  us  upon  this  ques- 
tion. In  California  it  is  not  required  that  to  be  a  Master,  a  brother  must  have  served 
as  a  Warden.  It  is  certainly  seldom  the  case  that  a  Master  is  elected  who  has  not 
filled  the  Warden's  chair,  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  Lodge  from  electing  as  its 
Master  any  brother  from  the  floor,  so  that,  in  case  either  of  the  Wardens  should  not 
be  well  qualified  to  sit  in  the  East,  some  intellgent  brother  may  be  chosen  who  will 
be  a  credit  to  the  Lodge  and  to  the  Fraternity. 

Under  the  head  of  "Iowa,"  Colnp.  MacGrotty  says — 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  alludes  to  the  wondrous  and  unprecedented 
growth  and  development  of  the  nation,  and  that  Masonry  has,  in  this  point,  kept  even 
step.  He  reports  having  granted  four  dispensations  to  form  and  open  new  Chapters. 
He  also  calls  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  fact  that  through  the  public 
press  they  are  informed  that  a  Chapter  of  colored  Royal  Arch  Masotis  has  been 
organized  within  their  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  it  is  said  others  are  soon  to  follow,  and 
then  remarks  that : 

**  This,  as  it  seems  to  me,  suggests  the  '  coming '  question — one  of  practical 
moment— one  that  ought  to  be  met  at  once,  fairly  divested  of  all  prejudice,  and  in 
that  spirit  of  Masonic  fraternity  which  recognizes  the  brotherhood  of  man  the  world 
over.  While  perhaps  the  initiatory  move  in  this  direction  must  come  from  the  Blue 
Lodge,  for  myself  1  can  see  no  good  reason— indeed  it  is  olmost  criminai  to  delay 
much  longer  Vie  recognition ,  ana  refuse  the  brotfierly  grip  accorded  to  all  ottier 
nation  and  people*,"  etc. 

The  italics  in  the  above  are  ours,  and  we  should  like  to  ask  the  Grand  High  Priest 
how  he  Masonically  knows  those  parties  to  be  what  they  pretend,  so  as  to  induce 
him  to  bring  such  a  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  to  recommend 
such  action  in  the  case  as  he  has  done. 

This  is  the  most  extraordinary  proceeding  that  we  have  met  with  yet  in  onr  limit- 
ed experience  in  Capitular  Masonry. 


196  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [April  10, 

The  Committee  on  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  endorses  all  that  he  says  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  suggests  that  the  several  (.irand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States,  by  delegates,  shall  convene  at  some  suitable  time  and  place,  and  deliberate 
upon  this  sabject  alone,  and  reach  some  conclusion  that  may  prove  a  solution  of  the 
question. 

The  italics  in  the  above  are  ours.  We  should  like  very  much  to  know  what  our 
Grand  Chapter  committees  have  to  do  with  our  Grand  Lodges.  What  a  muddle 
and  what  a  hornet's  nest  they  have  unearthed. 

We  have  said  our  say  upon  this  question  in  our  review  of  Iowa.  We  would  gladly 
notice  many  more  good  points  in  this  report,  but  we  have  already  given  the  "  Dis- 
trict "  more  space  than  we  could  really  afibrd. 

The  M.\  E,\  Isaac  L.  Johmsok  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.'.  E,'. 
Charles  W.  Hancock  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Washington. 

FliOBIDA. 

The  thirtieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Jacksonville  on  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  1876,— the  M.',  E.\  Henry  W. 
Long,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.'.  E.\  De  Witt  C.  Dawkins  being  Grand 
Secretary.  All  the  Grand  Officers,  save  the  Grand  Treasurer,  were  present  at  the 
opening,  and  eleven  subordinates  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  very  brief  and  contains  little  of  interest 
except  to  the  companions  of  that  jurisdiction.  He  reports  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevail,  and  ihat  little  has  occurred  during  his  incumbency  to  require  the  action  or 
approval  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  He  had  appointed  Representatives  near  various 
Grand  Cliapters,  had  examined  and  approved  the  By-Laws  of  one  of  the  subordinates, 
and  had  visited  one  of  the  Chapters  during  the  year. 

"  Only  this  and  nothing  more." 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved^  That  the  name  of  a  companion  cannot  be  dropped,  or  stricken  from  the 
roll  ot  Chapter  members,  in  consequence  of  suspension  or  expulsion  from  his  Lodge 
until  after  official  notice  from  his  Lodge  and  an  action  ot  the  Chapter  requiring  the 
same  to  be  done. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  report,  conveys  the  pleasing  information  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  is  out  of  debt  and  living  within  its  income  ;  and  by  the  report  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer  we  perceive  that  a  balance  remains  in  the  Treasury  of  $392  20 ;  a 
very  marked  improvement  upon  last  year's  condition.  N'o  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence. 

The  M.\  E.'.  John  S.  Drigos  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\  E.'. 
De  Witt  C.  Dawkins  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Jacksonville. 

GEORGIA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia  held  its  tlfty-fonrth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  Macon,  commencing  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  1876, — the  M.'.  E.'.  Luther 
J.  Glenn,  Grand  High  Priest,  presidiug,  the  R.',  E.\  J.  Emmett  Blackshear  being 
Grand  Secretary.  Forty-two  chartered  Chapters  and  two  under  dispensation  were 
represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  excellent  Address,  in  which  he  propounds 
some  plain  and  practical  questions,  which  most  of  us  will  tind  exceedingly  awkward 
to  answer  in  a  manner  calculated  to  satisfy  that  vigilant  monitor,  conscience.  He 
says  :— 

It  may  not  be  unprofitable  for  us,  who  survive,  and  are  here  assembled  this  morn- 
ing in  our  Annual  Grand  (Jonvocation,  to  pause  for  a  moment,  and  propound  to  our- 
Hetves  a  tew  pertinent  queutious.  Has  the  work  wrougiit  by  each  one  of  us  in  the 
quarries  of  hfe,  during  the  past  year,  been  good  work,  true  work,  such  work  as  will 
stand  the  test  of  the  Great  Overseer's  square?  Have  we,  in  our  respective  Chapters, 
while  firm  and  decided,  yet,  in  a  kind,  conciliatory  and  fraternal  spirit,  presided; 
ever  using  our  best  efforts  to  preeierve  and  promote  peace,  harmony  and  good  will 
among  the  brotherhood?  Have  we,  at  all  times,  and  to  the  extent  of  our  capacity, 
dispensed  the  light  and  trutl| ;  which  it  is  the  privilege  of  some  to  ask,  and  the  duty 
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or  others  to  bestow?  Have  oar  diligence  andindastry  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge 
of  our  several  daties  to  God  and  oar  fellow-men,  been  such  as  will  merit  for  us,  at 
the  completion  and  dedication  of  that  spiritual  building  beyond  the  skies,  not  made 
with  handfl,  our  reception  and  acknowledgment  as  Most  Excellent  Masters?  Have 
we,  in  our  daily  walk  and  converiation,  been  governed  and  directed  by  the  princi* 
pies  of  jnstice,  morality  and  brot'ierly  love?  Have  we,  in  our  intercourse  with  our 
companions,  so  acted  as  to  establish  the  character  of  one  to  whom  distress  may  pre- 
fer its  suit,  to  whom  the  burthened  heart  may  pour  out  its  sorrows ;  with  full  and 
perfect  assurance  of  relief,  to  the  extent  of  our  ability  ?  Have  we,  at  all  times,  minis- 
tered to  the  wants  and  relieved  the  necessities  of  distressed  worthy  companions? 
Have  we  extended  the  hand  of  assistance  to  the  companion,  who  has  fallen  by  the 
wayside,  ander  the  influence,  it  may  be,  of  some  secret  cause,  to  the  world  nnknown  ? 
Have  we  lifted  him  np,  cared  for  him,  and  by  kindly  words  and  friendly  counsel,  in- 
spired him  with  new  hope  aud  fresh  coorasre  to  renew  the  battle  of  life  ?  Have  we, 
when  occasion  required,  brought  aid  and  comfort  to  the  suffering  widow  and  the 
helpless  orphan?  Have  we,  in  fine,  met  the  demands  and  performed  the  daties  vol- 
untarily assumed,  before  we  were  permitted  to  enter  into  the  presence  of  the  Grand 
Council,  and  to  engage  in  the  glorious  work  of  bringing  to  light  the  secrets  and 
mysteries  hidden  beneath  the  rubbiah  of  ages  ? 

These,  my  companions,  be  plain  and  practical  questions,  and  unless  they  can  be 
honestly  answered  in  the  affirmative,  then,  indeed,  are  our  professions  a  cruel  mock- 
ery, and  Masonry  itself,  ^o  far  as  we  are  concerned,  an  organized  delusion.  If  any 
of  us,  therefore,  oblivious  of  our  obligations,  have,  in  the  past,  fallen  short  of  our 
duty  in  any  or  all  of  these  matters,  let  us  this  morning,  in  Grand  Council  here  assem- 
bled, and  around  that  sacred  altar,  renew  our  several  vows,  and  resolve  that  in  the 
future  we  will  acquit  ourselves  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our  high  vocation. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  : — 

1st.  That  a  non-affiliated  Blue  Lodge  Mason  can  hold  his  membership  in  the 
Chapter ;  in  other  words,  that  a  dimit  from  a  Blue  Lodge  does  not  sever  connection 
with  the  Chapter. 

2d.  That  no  bnsiness  of  a  Chapter  (except  the  conferring  of  degrees,)  can  be 
transacted  in  any  other  than  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

3d.  That  a  Chapter  cannot  entertiin  the  petition  of  a  minister  Of  the  gospel  for 
the  degrees,  unaccompanied  with  the  usual  fees ;  but  after  the  reception  of  the 
degrees,  the  Chapter  can  make  him  any  such  donation,  as,  in  its  wisdom,  may  be 
deemed  proper. 

4th.  I  have  received  applications  during  the  year  to  grant  dispensations  for 
Chapters  to  ballot  for  candidates  under  circumstances  of  emergency,  at  the  first 
reading  of  their  petitions.  Controlled  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  second  article  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  I  have  been  reluctantly  compelled  to  withhold 
such  dispensations.  v 

In  California,  a  companion  who  remains  non-affiliated  for  more  than  six  months,  or 
who  does  not  pay  to  some  Lodge  a  sum  equivalent  to  its  monthly  dues  for  all  the 
time  he  remains  unaffiliated  after  the  six  months  has  expired,  is  excluded  from  the 
Chapter ;  should  he,  however,  present  his  petition  to  a  Lodge  for  affiliation  and  be 
rejected,  the  fact  of  the  presentation  of  his  petition  is  regarded  as  an  effort  on  his 
part  to  do  his  duty  as  a  Mason,  and  this  act  places  him  in  good  standing  for  six 
months  thereafter.  The  object  of  this  is  to  encourage  affiliation  with  the  Lodge,  that 
being  recognized  as  the  foundation  upon  which  the  capitalar  degrees  are  based. 

In  the  second  and  third  decisions  we  concur  —  and  as  to  the  fourth,  we  think  the 
fewer  dispensations  of  this  character  granted,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  Ord^r. 

Recognizing  the  importance  of  uniformity  in  the  work,  he  advises  his  companions 
to  come  to  the  next  Annual  Convocation,  prepared  to  devote  one  day,  at  least,  to  its 
thorough  and  complete  exemplification.  He  closes  his  Address  with  a  timely  caution 
against  the  spirit  of  Innovation,  as  follows : — 

In  yonr  legislative  action,  let  me  enjoin  it  upon  you  "to  make  haste  slowly."  A 
spirit  of  innovation  is  abroad  in  the  land.  It  pervades  all  classes  of  society— legisla- 
tive bodies,  civil,  religions  and  benevolent,  feel  its  influence,  and  are  subject  to  its 
control.  A  feverish  impatience  possesses  the  public  mind  ;  men  are  not  content  to 
follow  the  beaten  paths  the  fathers  trod  ;  new  ways  are  blazed  ont ;  old  things  are 
thrown  aside ;  new  things  are  eagerly  sought  after,  and  as  eagerly  adopted.  Old 
fashioned  honesty  itself,  both  in  public  and  private  life,  seems  to  be  at  a  disconnt — 
while  its  opposite  commands  a  premium.  In  the  discharge  of  your  duties  here,  as 
legislators,  need  not  the  syren  voice  of  the  tempter,  progress!    In  the  impressive 
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langnapre  or  the  inspired  kiofir  of  Israel,  I  charge  yoa  "  remove  not  the  landmarks 
wjiich  yoar  fathers  have  set." 

Having  been  invited  by  the  "ladies'  memorial  society"  to  attend  the  annual  cele- 
bration in  honor  of  the  "  confederate  dead,"  the  Grand  Chapter  voted  to  attend  in  a 
body,  but  not  clothed  as  Masons. 

Jewels  were  presented  to  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Moses  P.  Kellogo  and 
George  W.  Adams.  Comp.  Sakuel  Lawrence,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  made  the 
presentation  address,  which  was  feelingly  responded  to  by  the  recipients. 

The  Committee  on  Finances  report  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $1,036  77. 

In  1873,  an  assessment  was  levied  upon  the  subordinate  Chapters  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and,  being  now  in  funds,  the  Grand  Chapter  directed 
that  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  of  said  assessment  be  returned. 

A  resolution  to  abolish  the  standing  edict  which  forbids  the  conferring  of  the 
Chapter  degrees  upon  unaffiliated  Master  Masons,  was  lost. 

Comp.  Charles  S.  Stbatton,  of  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  13,  Bridgeport,  Connec- 
ticut, better  known  as  General  Tom  Thumb,  was  introduced  and  welcomed  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest. 

A  very  interesting  Beport  on  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Comp.  Samuel 
Lawrence,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Chapters  are  ably  reviewed, 
California,  for  1875,  receives  a  fair  share  of  his  fraternal  attention.  He  speaks  in 
highly  complimentary  terms  of  our  report  for  that  year,  for  which  we  tender  our 
thanks.    Of  our  review  of  Connecticut  he  says  : — 

He  takes  Comp.  Lewis,  of  Connecticut,  to  task  for  his  views  on  the  subject  of 
dues.  We  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  real  difference  between  them.  Conceding 
that  dues,  though  an  innovation,  are  a  necessity,  of  course  Comp.  Lewis  does  not 
contend  that  so  long  as  one  remains  a  member  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  he  is  not,  or 
should  not  be  liable  for  dues,  or  that  it  is  not  his  duty,  and  a  very  high  one.  to  pay 
them,  and  in  other  respects  to  obey  the  by-laws,  and  on  failure  be  subject  to  disci- 
pline in  the  judgment  of  his  brethren  and  companions;  but  that  he  is,  and  ought  to 
be  free,  *'  if  square  on  the  books,"  to  depart  when  he  will,  and  enjoy,  if  he  can,  the 
disabilities  of  a  non-affiliate.  We  believe  it  would  be  better  for  Freemasonry  that  all 
such  as  will  should  so  depart.  The  institution  is  suffering  more  to-day  from  a  pleth- 
ora of  niembi^rs— not  Masons — than  any  other  cause.  Depletion  is  the  only  remedy 
for  the  disease.  We  speak  as  a  fool,  perhaps,  not  being  a  physician,  as  Corson  is, 
but  if  all  who  feel  so  little  interest  in  the  cause  as  willully  and  persistently  to  neglect 
their  duties  would  withdraw,  it  would  add  greatly  to  the  moral  power  of  the  institu- 
tion. It  would  be  infinitely  healthier,  stronger  and  better  without  them.  If  such  will 
Fquare  their  accounts  and  go— let  them  go.  By  no  means  seek  to  force  them  back. 
But  if  they  will  insist  upon  remaining  without  paying  their  dues,  when  able,  cut 
them  off. 

In  his  strictures  on  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Comp.  Lamer's  address  (D.  C), 
it  seems  to  us  Comp.  Wiggin  confounds  the  terms  "Membership  rights,  immunities 
and  benefits,"  and  ** Masonic  rights  and  privileges;"  the  first,  evidently,  being,  in 
the  mind  of  the  committee,  distinct  in  degree,  if  not  in  terms,  from  the  latter.  We 
think  they  are.  To  expel  from  all  the  rights,  immunities  and  benefits  of  membersnip 
of  a  Lodge  is  certainly  a  less  penalty  than  that  of  expulsion  from  all  Masonic  rights 
and  privileges.  The  first  may  be,  and  often  is,  infiicted  by  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  ;  the 
latter  can  only  be  imposed  by  a  (Jrand  Lodge.  With  us  in  Georgia,  as  in  California, 
one  disability  of  a  non-affiliate  is  that  he  cannot  apply  for  and  receive  the  degrees  of 
the  Chapter ;  but  that  is  a  very  small  part  of  his  Masonic  rights  and  privileges. 

We  have  never  disputed  the  right  of  a  companion  to  withdraw,  if  his  dues  were 
paid,  and  to  remain  unaffiliated  if  he  so  elected ;  we  only  contend  that,  if  a  member 
neglects  or  refuses  to  pay  his  dues  when  able  so  to  do,  he  may  be  suspended  from  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Order  without  the  formality  of  a  trial,  and  Comp. 
Lewis  locks  horns  with  us  upon  this  proposition.  The  weight  of  testimony,  however, 
appears  to  be  on  onr  side,  and  we  are  content.  In  his  review  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
says : — 

To  our  judgment  the  argument  as  to  the  effect  of  dropping,  or  suspension  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  is  largely  preponderant  in  favor  of  deprivation  of  membership  only. 
We  are  too  confirmed  a  States  Rights  man  to  wish  to  abridge  the  power  of  any  Grand 
Chapter  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  its  members  for  non-payment  of  dues— whether 
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by  droppinor,  exclasion  or  suspension— or  even  expulsion,  if  you  will  call  it  so, 
"  from  the  Chapter  ;  "  but  let  us  have  some  general  ajjreement  that  on  the  original 
plan  and  principles  of  Masonry.  '*  it  is  not  a  crime  to  be  poor."  Poverty  deprives  of 
many— ah,  too  many— privileges  and  comforts  at  best ;  let  ua  not  add  to  it  the  mark 
of  Cain,  and  send  out  the  unfortunate  companion  a  branded  wanderer  in  a  cold,  too 
cold  world.  We  hope  the  General  Grand  Chapter  will  lend  its  power  and  influence 
to  a  satisfactory  agreement  on  this  question.  Of  course,  non  payment  by  those  able 
10  pay  is  quite  another  thing,  and  when  contomaciously  persisted  in, becomes  another 
and  more  serious  oft'ense. 

The  last  clause  of  the  above  extract  contains  the  gist  of  the  matter.  No  Lodge 
or  Chapter  will  suspend  a  brother  simply  becanse  he  is  poor  and  unable  to  pay  ;  it 
is  only  those  who  can  and  won't  that  we  desire  to  reach  and  punish  by  suspension. 

There  are  many  good  things  in  this  report  which  we  would  gladly  transfer  to  our 
pages,  but  we  have  not  space  for  more. 

The  M.'.  E.'.  Luther  J.  Glknn  was  re-elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\  E,\ 
J.  Emmett  Blacksheak  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Macon. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois  held  its  twenty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Chicago  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  1870,— the  3/.*.  E.\  Haswell  P. 
Clarke,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.-.  E,\  James  Hooe  Miles  being  Grand 
Secretary. 

The  ('ommittee  on  Credentials  reported  the  Grand  Officers,  Permanent  Members, 
and  Representatives  entitled  to  seats;  but  how  many  Chapters  were  actually  repre- 
sented, is  one  of  those  things  that "  no  fellow  can  find  out." 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  solely  confined  to  matters  of  local  in- 
terest. 

The  following  decisions  were  announced  : — 

1.  A  Chapter  under  dispensation  gains  jurisdiction  from  the  date  of  dispensation 
issued  to  it. 

2.  Any  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  standing  in  a  Chapter  is  eligible  to  the  office 
of  High  Priest  of  that  Chapter,  regardle^^s  of  whether  he  has  ever  Jieid  the  otllce  of 
King  or  Sciibe. 

3.  A  Chapter  in  a  city  whore  there  are  two  or  more  Chapters  holding  concur- 
rent jnrisiliction,  shall  have  jurisdiction  outside  of  the  city  Iniits  over  all  Master 
Masons  whose  residence  is  nearer  in  a  straight  line  to  said  C'haptcr  than  to  any  other 
Chapter. 

4.  A  Chapter  outside  of  the  limits  of  a  city  where  there  are  two  or  more  Chap- 
ters holding  cr)n(;urrent  jurisdiction,  shall  apply  for  leave  to  leceive  a  petition  fr«ra 
a  Mister  .\Iiis  )n,  living  within  the  city  limits,  to  the  Chapter  within  the  city  limits 
nearest  it.->  own  location. 

Tlntse  la^t  two  decisions  I  have  based  upon  my  belief  that  concurrent  jnrisiiction 
is  only  t<)  he  held  to  apply  as  betwieu  the  Chapters  themselves,  holding  concurrent 
jurisdictior),  and  within  the  city  limits. 

;■>.  A  petitioner  lor  memWerslM|),  accompanying  his  petition  by  a  dmilt,  or  other 
satistactory  evidence  th:it  he  has  lawfully  witlnlrawn  from  tin'  Chapter  of  which  he 
was  last  a  metiiber,  is  not  required  by  our  by-laws  to  be  an  alfi  lated  Master  AiasoQ 
in  ortbr  to  entitle  his  petition  to  be  received  and  acted  upon. 

G.  N'  >  C  iiijiier  <»r  ils  apj)  'n  liii  Loilges  can  be  lawfully  ooeied  except  its  High 
Priest,  King,  or  Scribe  be  pres-.mt,  or  a  ujember  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

7.  \o  ballot  can  be  taken  for  the  degrees  or  for  membership  unless  there  be 
present  at  least  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  (pialiliod  to  vote. 

«.     A  Chapter  has  jurisdiction  over  its  unfinished  work  wherever  it  may  be. 

In  these  decisions  we  concur,  modifying  our  concurrence  in  No.  5,  by  asserting 
that  he  should  bo  a  Master  Mason  \ii  <jood  (^tamliug,  which  he  may  be  without  being 
affiliated. 

He  recoramonds  that  the  jurisdiction  be  divided  into  districts,  and  that  District 
Deputy  (Jrand  High  Priests  be  appointed  to  supervise  each  district,  and  to  personally 
visit  each  ('hapter  at  least  once  during  the  year. 

\Vc  regard  this  as  an  excellent  suggestion  and  one  which  should  be  adopted. 
The  same  suggestion  was  made  by  our  Grand  High  Priest  last  year,  but  the  Grand 
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Chapter  chose  to  pay  an  able  and  competent  companion,  as  Grand  Lecturer,  to  per- 
form the  service  required  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests.  He,  however, 
is  required  to  visit  only  those  Chapters  requiring  his  services  as  an  instructor  in  the 
work;  but  if  the  system  of  District  Deputies  was  introduced,  we  might  then  ascer- 
tain from  the  reports  of  those  officers  the  exact  status  of  each  Chapter  in  the  juris- 
diction, understand  their  wants  and  requirements,  and  be  thereby  better  enabled  to 
strengthen  the  weak  and  control  the  strong,  should  such  a  course  be  necessary  in 
either  case.  The  recommendation  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to  report  at 
the  next  Annual  Convocation. 

He  also  recommends  "  that,  as  soon  as  it  can  legally  be  done,  our  by-laws  should 
recognize  all  Past  High  Priests  of  this  jurisdiction,  while  members  of  Chapters  in 
ihis  jurisdiction,  as  members  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  An  amendment  to  accomplish 
this  has  been  presented  at  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  General  Grand  Con- 
vocation, and  if  adopted  will  enable  us  to  pass  such  an  amendment ;  and  I  think  that 
our  Representative  to  the  next  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  should  be 
advised  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment." 

Such  has  been  the  law  in  California  since  the  Grand  Chapter  was  organized,  but 
the  Past  High  Priests,  although  recognized  as  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  are 
entitled,  in  their  respective  Chapters,  to  but  one  vote  collectively.  For  instance,  the 
Past  High  Priests  of  California  Chapter,  No.  5,  are  fourteen  In  number  ;  they  have 
but  one  vote  collectively,  and  a  majority  of  those  present  must  decide  how  the  vote 
is  to  be  cast  and  select  one  of  their  number  to  cast  it..  If  they  are  equally  divided 
on  any  question,  the  Past  High  Priests'  vote  cannot  be  cast.  This,  however,  very 
seldom  occurs,  although  we  have  known  instances  where  it  did  happen. 

Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Massachusetts  and 
Colorado. 

The  Grand  Chapter  showed  its  appreciation  of  the  services  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  by  instructing  the  Grand  Secretary  to  procure  for  presentation  to  him  a  Past 
Grand  High  Priest's  jewel,  not  to  exceed  in  cost  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  presented  their  report,  sustaining  the  declnions 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  also  deciding— iu  which  decision  we  concur— that  "  it 
requires  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  members  present  to  excuse  a  companion 
from  voting  on  the  petition  of  a  candidate  for  the  degrees." 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was,  as  usual,  presented  by  Comp.  James  Hoob 
Miles,  Grand  SecreUry.  He  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty-nine  Grand  Chapters, 
among  them  California,  for  1876.  After  quoting  portions  of  our  report  for  that  year, 
he  says  :  "  Comp.  Wigoin,  here's  our  hand." 

We  metaphorically  reach  for  miles  across  the  Sierras,  to  meet  the  grasp  of  that 
good  right  hand;  and  we  assure  our  B.'.  E.\  companion  that  as  long  as  he  confines 
himself  to  quotations,  and  indulges  in  no  criticisms  on  our  reports,  we  shall  always 
entertain  the  highest  respect  and  regard  for  him.  We  wish,  however,  that  he  wotdd 
go  for  Corson  just  once^  to -show  him  that  Illinois  is  alive,  and  will  stand  no  nonsense 
from  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ! 

In  his  review  of  Kentucky,  he  says,  speaking  of  the  excellent  report  of  Coiiip. 
Hendkeson  :  "  We  ask  the  privilege  to  quote  entire  his  valuable  report  on  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  etc.,  as  the  most  important  information  we  have  read  from  beyond 
the  great  waters."  If  we  mistake  not,  Comp.  Henderson  credits  this  report  to  Mis- 
sissippi ;  but  whoever  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  established  communication 
with  these  Grand  Bodies,  we  intend  to  give  the  ostensible  credit  to  Miles,  and  copy 
from  his  report : — 

England. 

England  is  divided  Into  twenty-three  Provinces,  with  eleven  Provinces  abroad. 
Of  the  three  hundred  and  seventy  Chapters  in  active  operation  under  its  jurisdiction, 
five  are  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  three  in  China,  twenty-three  in  the  East  Indies, 
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twelve  in  the  West  Indies,  sixteen  in  Anstralla,  two  in  New  Zealand,  seven  in  Amer- 
ica, and  five  in  Africa.  Willi  these  subordinates  scattered  over  the  world,  this  Grand 
Chapter  can  trnthfully  say  that  "  the  san  never  sets  "  on  its  inritidiction. 

Venerable  with  age,  and  powerful  in  the  number,  intelligence  and  worth  of  its 
members,  it  is,  nevertheless,  but  nominally  independent.  It  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  with  which  it  maintains  the  closest  and  most  frater- 
nal relations,  and,  in  fact,  the  two  may  be  termed  but  one  Grand  Body.  Thus  con- 
stituted, they  recognize  no  degrees  save  the  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft, 
Master  Mason,  and  Royal  Arch.  By  the  Articles  of  Union  between  the  rival  Grand 
Lodges  of  England,  in  1813,  no  other  degrees  can  be  worked.  The  Grand  Chapter 
recognizes  the  worth  and  merits  of  the  Mark  and  the  beauty  of  the  M.  E.  Master's 
degree?,  but  works  neither.  There  is  a  Chair  Degree  (something,  perhaps,  a  little 
like  our  Paflt  Master),  with  secrets  attached,  but  it  is  not  viewed  as  part  of  Ancient 
Masonry.  In  1872,  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Zetland  was  the  Grand  Zurub- 
babel,  and  Companion  IjOrneb,  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England.— In  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  (recognize  the  Mark  Degree,  by  some  means  not  certainly  known,  Mark 
Lodges  were  established  in  England.  These  Lodges,  now  numbering  over  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  have  organized  ihe  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England.  Powerful  in  the 
number  of  its  subordinates,  in  the  intelligence,  worth  and  rank  of  its  members,  it  has 
won  the  admiration  of  the  Masonic  world,  and  has  secured  a  recognition  by  many  of 
the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  Stiles,  and  we  believe  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  It  fails  to  obtain  any  recognition  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
England. 

We  add  to  this  an  extract  from  a  letter  by  Brother  F.  Binckes,  Grand  Secretary 
Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  reported  to  General  Grand  Chapter  United  States  in 
1874.  as  follows,  dated  January  26.  1872  :— 

*'  We  have  at  present  under  our  jurisdiction  one  hundred  and  forty-three  Lodges, 
with  over  five  thousand  members  on  our  register,  and  the  number  is  constantly 
increasing.  Our  position  has  recently  been  considerably  strengthened  by  treaties  of 
alliance  with  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  33°,  the  Grand  Conclave  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar, and  with  the  Imperial  Council  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Rome,  all  in  this  country. 
We  have  recently  received  recognition  formally  from  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapters  of  Iowa  and  Pennsylvania,  and  are  in  daily  expectation  of  similar  recogni- 
tion from  other  Supremf^  Grand  Bodies.  Our  certificates' are  recognized  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Ireland,  and  we  are  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada,  as  is  proved  by  a  letter  from  the  Grand  Scribe  E." 

We  have  the  reports  of  the  Crand  Chapter  of  England  for  1872  and  1873.  In  1872, 
the  Grand  Chapter  granted  charters  for  twelve  Chapters  in  England,  one  in  Madras, 
one  in  Victoria,  and  one  in  New  Zealand.  It  invested  $3,500  in  its  permanent  funds, 
and  gave  $500  each  to  the  boys'  school,  the  girls'  school,  and  the  benevolent  fund. 

In  1S73,  it  bad  returns  from  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  Chapters,  granted 
fifteen  charters  in  England,  one  in  Gibraltar,  one  in  Burraah,  and  one  in  Bengal. 

It  added  $4,000  to  its  permanent  fund,  and  aided  the  Grand  Lodge  in  paying  its 
debt  for  the  Masonic  Temple  in  London. 

We  find  each  subordinate  Chapter  attached  to  a  Blue  Lodge,  and  this  never  occurs 
until  three  years  after  the  latter  nas  been  organized. 

The  Grand  Chapter,  in  some  instances,  fines  its  subordinate  Chapters  for  conferring 
the  degree  of  the  Chapter  upon  a  Master  Mason  within  a  year  after  his  exaltation. 

Of  the  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  Chapters  in  active  operation  under  its  juris- 
diction, seventy-six  are  in  its  eleven  Provinces  abroad,  six  being  in  other  parts  of 
Europe,  three  in  China,  two  in  the  East  Indies,  twelve  in  the  West  Indies,  sixteen  in 
Australia,  three  in  New  Zealand,  seven  in  America,  five  in  Africa,  one  in  Victoria, 
ne  in  Bnrmah,  and  one  in  Bengal.  The  Marquis  of  Kipon  is  the  Grand  Zerubbabel ; 
E.  J.  McIsTiRB,  Q.  C,  Registrar  ;  and  John  Hervey,  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Chapter  still  refuses  to  recognize  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

Yonr  Committee  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  a  kind  letter  from  Companion 
Hervey,  in  forwarding  the  foregoing  reports. 

We  regret  that  we  have  received  no  reports  from  Ireland  or  Scotland  dnring  the 
year.  Both  the.<*e  Grand  Bodies  have  a  number  of  Chapters  scattered  throughout 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  and  it  would  be  matter  ot  gratification  to  the  committee  to 
know  the  extent  of  the  diffusion  of  Capitular  Masonry  by  the  efforts  of  these  Grand 
Chapters  and  that  of  England. 

Scotland. 

Until  quite  recently,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  recognized  and  worked  the 
degrees  in  the  following  order,  viz. :  Mark,  Past  Excellent,  Super-Excellent  and  Royal 
Arch;  the  last  three  in  working  never  being  separated  ;  also,  the  side  degrees  of 
Royal  Ark  Mariner  and  the  Red  Cross  degrees,  consisting  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Sword,  Knights  of  the  East,  and  Knights  of  the  East  and  West.  It  has  lately  aban- 
doned the  Past  Master's  Degree.    It,  however,  permits  its  Subordinate  Chapters  in 
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New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  British  Columbia  and  Shanghai,  to  confer  this,  as  a  side 
degree,  so  long  as  the  work  in  America  remains  as  at  present,  but  denies  to  the 
recipients  of  it  any  rights  of  the  Ancient  York  Degree,  as  usually  pertaining  to  the 
ceremony  of  installing  actual  Past  Masters.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland  also  recognizes  and  permits  the  working  of  the  Mark  Degree  as 
part  of  the  Fellow  Craft.  The  Grand  Chapter  has  chartered  Subordinate  ('haplers 
not  only  in  Europe,  but  also  in  New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  the  Kast  Indies,  the 
Cape  oY  Good  Hope.  Nova  Scotia,  South  America  and  elsewhere.  It  refuses  to 
recognize  the  (irand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  persistently  retains  its  jurisdiction 
over  two  Chapters  in  that  Province.  On  this  account  some  unpleasant  feeling  is 
exhibited  between  these  Grand  Bodies.  Of  the  (irand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  the  Earl 
of  Roslyu  is  first  Grand  Principal,  Lord  Ekskine  the  second,  and  Sir  Malcom  Stewabt 
the  third. 

Ireland. 

The  Grand  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  Ireland  are,  as  regards  constitution,  more 
nearly  akin  to  England,  but  as  to  the  degrees  recognized  and  worked  by  their  Lodges 
and  Chapters,  they  more  uearlyresemble  Scotland. 

"The  Grand  Chapter  recognizes  the  Mark,  the  Excellent,  the  Super-Excellent 
and  Royal  Arch  dearees.  These  last  three,  as  in  Scotland,  form  but  one  cerenion»\ 
The  Pnst  Master's  Degree,  as  such,  is  not  worked.  Unlike  Scotland  it  d<»es  not  work 
the  Rt"d  Cro«s  degrees,  but  leaves  them  to  the  Grand  Conclave  of  Knights  Templar. 
The  Grand  Chapter  has,  as  Subordinates,  two  chapt^^rs  in  Ceylon,  one  in  Peru,  three 
in  Canada,  three  in  New  South  Wales,  two  in  Victoria,  two  in  New  Zealand,  one  in 
Queensland,  two  in  Tasmania,  and  others  attached  to  regiments  of  the  army.  In 
1872,  the  Duke  of  Leicester  was  the  presiding  ofticer  (King),  K.  W.  Shackletox, 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  C.  T.  Walmslv,  Registrar. 

In  this  short  notice  of  Great  Britain  we  find  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland  diflers  but  little  from  that  in  the  United  States,  whilst  that  in  England 
differs  from  all.  So  much  is  this  the  case  that  an  English  Royal  Arch  Mason  could 
not  enter  a  Lodge  of  Mark  or  Most  Excellent  Masters  in  either  Scotland,  Ireland,  or 
the  United  States.  In  order  to  remove  this  difficulty,  if  possible,  a  committee  from 
the  Grand  Chapters  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  met  in  conference,  informally,  some  of 
the  oflicers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  (irand  Chapter  of  Kngland.  The  object  of  the 
conference  was  to  procure,  if  possible,  uniformity  of  work,  and  especially  some 
recognition  of  the  Mark  Degree  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  England. 
These  Grand  Bodies  recognized  fully  the  antiquity,  beauty  and  worth  of  the  degree, 
but  felt  restrained  by  the  articles  of  union  from  taking  any  action  on  the  subject. 

It  seems  that  the  Representatives  of  the  (Jrand  Chapters  of  Scotland  and  Ireland 
believed,  if  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Englan<l  would  recognize  the  M;irk  Degree,  that 
uniformity  of  work  in  Capitular  Masonry  might  be  attained.  May  we  not  hope  that 
Bome  general  eonference  of  (Jrand  Chapters  will,  at  no  distant  period,  be  assembled  ; 
that  the  Past  Master's  Degre'e  l»e  universully  recognized  as  a  side  degree,  or  remitted 
to  Grand  Lodges  ;  the  Mark  Master  be  fnllv  worked  as  a  regular  degree,  and  the 
Most  Excellent  conferred  as  part  of  the  Royal  Arch  ;  and  that  uniformity  of  work  be 
attaincil  in  Enj^'land,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  in  the  United  States.  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia:  and  that  thus.  throuKh  the  Grand  Chapters  of  tht'se  countries  ami  their  Sub- 
ordinate Chapters  throughout  the  world,  Capitular  Masonry  may  ajjcak  the  same 
language  and  exemplify  the  same  work. 

Italy. 

We  learn  from  a  distinguished  Companion  now  in  Italy  that  Masonry  is  spreading 
with  great  rapiditv  throuifh  that  kingdom  ;  that  government  prohibition  is  not  only 
removed,  but  that  King  Emanuel  himself  is  a  Mason  and  warm  friend  of  the  Order. 
Funds  are  being  raised  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Temple  in  Home— a  Masonic 
Tem|de  in  the  land  of  Ca-.-arand  Cicero.  St  Peter's  and  the  Vatican. 

From  the  same  source  we  learn  that  the  Order  is  in  a  healthy,  progressive  condi- 
tion throughout  the  continent,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  heavy  and  oppres- 
sive hand  of  the  liussian  Government  will  soon  be  lifted  from  the  Order. 

Brazil. 

This  Grand  Body  has  almost  wholly  overcome  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  claims 
of  jurisdiction  by  other  bodies,  and  it  has  now  secured  the  friendly  recognition  of 
most  of  the  ablest  ^irand  Masonic  Bodies  of  the  world.  We  mark,  with  sincere 
plca-ure,  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Order  within  its  jurisdiction. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Brazil  show  a  most  healthy  and  prosper- 
ous condition  of  the  Order,  and  it  enjoys  the  permanency  and  power,  peculiar  to  the 
government  of  the  country,  the  most  stable  of  any  of  those  of  South  America.  Within 
the  last  three  months  it  has  granted  twelve  charters  for  new  Lodges.  There  are  Sub- 
ordinate to  it  one  hundred   and    twenty-two  Lodges   and    sixty-eight    Capitilos 
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(Chapters),  and  among  the  former  is  one  York  Lodge.  Ur  Proceedings  contain  a 
fnll  review  of  onr  Order  in  most  parts  of  the  world.  Joaquin  Soldanha  Marimho 
is  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Alexamdbino  Fkkibedo  Amabal,  Grand  Secretary. 

Asia,  Africa,  and  the  Continbnt  of  Europe. 

Asia.  Africa,  and  the  Continent  of  Europe  know  but  little  of  Capitular  Masonry, 
save  as  found  in  Subordinate  Chapters  established  among  them  by  Grand  Chapters  of 
countries  speaking  the  English  language.  The  Grand  Orient  holds  a  firm  throne  in 
almost  every  nation  speaking  a  different  language. 

Masons  holding  in  sacred  veneration  its  beautiful  and  sublime  rites,  and  practicing 
a  noble  charity,  but  working  in  degrees  widely  differing  from  our  own,  claim  us  as 
brethren.    Nobly  have  they  won  and  long  may  we  continue  this  i>acred  brotherhood. 

We  quote  also  from  his  history  the  origin  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry : — 

It  is  universally  conceded  that  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  originally  consisted  of  three 
degrees,  and  the  teachings  of  what  now  is  known  a«  tne  Royal  Art  was  formerly  a 
section  of  the  Master's  Degree.  The  intervening  links  were  constituted  to  complete 
the  chain— to  supply  an  ellipsis.  It  is  not  claimed  that  the  ritual  now  in  use  was  then 
observed,  but  the  ethics  complemented  the  Master's  Degree.  In  1738,  when  Dr. 
Anderson  wrote  his  history,  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  unknown.  As  late  as 
the  middle  of  the  last  century  what  is  now  imparted  in  the  Ro3'al  Arch  and  its  associ* 
ate  degrees  was  given  in  the  Master's  Degree.  Dr.  Mitchkll,  in  his  "  History  of  Free- 
masonry," says,  that  '*  down  to  the  reign  of  Charles  II  the  third  degree  was  divided 
into  six  sections,  the  Most  Excellent,  Royal,  Select,  Super-Excellent,  Master,  and 
Royal  Arch."  There  was  no  drama,  but  the  ethics  incorporated  in  the  existing  ritual 
were  imparted  in  a  historical  lecture.  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  seems  to  have  been 
the  work  of  a  Scotch  Lord,  Chevalier  Ramsey,  a  degree-monger,  who  separated 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  disjoining  most  of  the  sections  of  the  Master's  Degree— mak- 
ing the  Royal  Arch  and  twenty-one  other  degrees — constituting  what  is  now  known 
as  Scotch  Rite  Masonry.  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  adopted  by  Dermott's  Grand 
Lodge  (England)  between  1753  and  1763.  This,  however,  was  modified  from  Ram- 
sey's Royal  Arch,  and  it  was  not  until  1787  that  the  original  Royal  Arch  of  Ramssey 
was  constituted  in  England,  under  the  title  of  Chapter  of  Harodin. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  England  was  constituted  in  1779. 

According  to  Dr.  Oliver  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  brought  to  America  by 
Stephks  Mokris  in  1764.  Dr.  Mitchell  dissents  from  this  statement  and  avers  that 
in  1758  the  tirst  Chapter  was  constituted  in  the  United  States  under  a  warrant  issuing 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  to  a  Symbolic  Lodge.  According  to  Cross, 
the  Mark  Degree  was  given  in  the  United  States  as  early  as  1775  or  177G,  under  the 
authority  of  a  Master  of  a  Blue  Lodge,  as  was  also  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  All 
Masons  of  that  day  considered  the  Mark  as  a  part  of  the  Fellow^  Craft. 

The  Royal  Arch  Degree  originally  embraced  all  power  conferred  by  Cryptic 
Masonry,  and  up  to  17'J5  was  given  as  one  degree,  under  the  authority  of  a  Blue 
Lodge.  In  1705,  Thomas  Smith  Webb  and  several  companions  met  and  consolidated 
the  degrees  now  designated  Chapter  degrees,  and  eliminated  the  Royal,  Select,  and 
Super-Excellent  Master,  making  these  to  c«»nstitute  Council  or  Cryptic  Masonry. 

On  October  24,  1797,  delegates  from  several  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  working  under 
Blue  Lodge  warrants,  convened  in  Boston  and  formed  a  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 
Other  States  followed  suit.  In  179S  a  convention  of  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  met 
at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  adopted  a  constitution  for  their  government  and  established 
the  Chapter  work  as  we  now  have  it.  In  18l(>  the  (ienerai  Grand  Chapter  was 
formed,  which  confirmed  the  same.  This  is  Crush' account  of  what  is  called  "the 
American  Organization." 

A  contributor  to  the  Pennsylvania  Ahiman  Rezon  informs  us  that  a  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  existed  in  Philadelphia  before  1756,  but  does  not  give  us  his 
authority  for  the  statement. 

Of  Comp.  Miles's  reports,  we  will  say :  if  any  one  really  desires  to  lAiow  what  has 
transpired  in  the  Order  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  throughout  the  world,  for  the  past 
year,  let  him  read  them  ;  if  any  one  desires  to  know  what  Comp.  Miles  thinks  about 
the  various  questions  which  agitate  the  Masonic  pool,  let  him  "  give  it  up."  It  is  one 
of  those  things  which  "  no  fellow  can  find  out." 

INDIANA. 

The  thirty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Indianapolis,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  October,  1876,— the  Mr.  JE.\ 
Lucien  A.  FooTB,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\E,\  John  M.  Bra mwbll 
being  Grand  Secretary.  Eighty-nine  chartered  Chapters  and  two  under  dispensation 
were  represented. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  expresses  his  sorrow  that  no  better  exhibit 
of  an  increase  in  membership  can  be  presented,  and  gives  as  a  reason,  "  the  cry  of 
hard  times,  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  jexcitement  of  an  nnnsually  bitter  political 
campaign."  He  congratulates  his  companions,  however,  upon  the  fact  that  peace 
and  harmony  exist,  and  that  not  a  single  case  of  complaint  or  grievance  has  arisen 
during  the  year. 

This,  for  a  jurisdiction  numbering  upon  its  registry  nearly  one  hundred  Chapters,  is 
a  good  showing.  No  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  were  granted 
during  the  year.  Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Maine 
and  Massachusetts.    On  the  question  of  visitation  and  inspection,  he  says : — 

The  last  Grand  Chapter  appointed  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe  a  Committee  of  Visitation  and  Inspection. 
The  friends  of  this  measure,  T  have  every  reason  to  believe,  thought  it  would  result 
in  good  ;  but,  judging  from  the  compensation  voted  for  such  service,  and  the  appar- 
ent fear  manifested  by  some  members  that  the  Grand  Chapter  would  be  put  to  a 
great  expense,  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  Grand  Chapter  did  not  expect 
much  visiting  done,  and,  therefore,  I  have  made  but  few  visits,  and  those  at  my  own 
expense. 

If  a  system  of  visitation  and  inspection  is  desirable,  why  not  appoint  some  com- 
petent companion  and  give  him  a  compensation  that  will  repay  him  for  time  and 
expenses,  which  the  present  pay  will  not  do  ? 

In  California  we  have  done  this,  by  the  appointment  of  a  competent  companion 
as  Grand  Lecturer,  at  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  He  is  expected 
to  visit  and  instruct  each  Chapter  when  called  upon,  they  paying  his  traveling 
expenses. 

The  demise  .of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Erastus  W.  H.  Ellis,  and  Past  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  Caleb  ScBSfiDLAPP,  is  announced,  and  a  fitting  tribute  is  paid  to 
their  memory.  Both  these  companions  had  reached  a  ripe  old  age,  and  died  full  of 
years  and  honors. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $3,791  37,  and  by  the  report 
of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  learn  that  the  total  assets  of  the  Grand  Chapter  amount 
to  $9,291  37. 

The  charter  of  one  of  the  subordinates  was  arrested  for  some  irregularity  in  its 
proceedings.    Charters  were  granted  to  two  Chapters  under  dispensation. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  : — 

1.  Is  it  proper  for  the  High  Prief*t  of  a  Chapter  to  entertain  a  motion  to  discharge 
a  committee  on  character  and  appoint  another,  with  instructions  to  report  iustanter, 
when  the  petition  has  not  been  before  the  Chapter  but  two  weeks? 

2.  In  case  a  committee  on  character  fail  to  report  in  due  time,  what  is  the  proper 
cour-^e  for  the  High  Priest  or  the  Chapter  to  pursue  in  order  to  have  a  report  from 
the  committee  ? 

3.  Is  it  proper  for  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  to  entertain  a  motion  to  lay  a 
petition  for  degrees  on  the  table,  when  section  95  of  the  rules  governing  subordinate 
Chapters  reads  as  follows  : 

"  All  applications  for  the  degrees  or  membership  in  a  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction 
must  be  made  in  writing,  signed  by  the  applicant,  and  recommended  by  two  members 
of  the  Chapter  to  which  application  is  made,  and  must  then  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee for  investigation,  and  lay  over  for  consideration  until  the  next  stated  commu- 
nication of  the  Chapter,  except  in  cases  of  emergency,"  etc. 

4.  Has  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  a  right  to  appoint  a  committee  on  character 
after  the  petition  has  been  read,  without  referring  it  to  the  Chapter  ? 

6.  Ha«  a  Chapter  a  right  to  reject  a  petition  for  degrees  after  it  has  been  read 
and  the  High  Priest  has  left  the  question  to  the  decision  of  the  Chapter?  Or,  in  other 
words:  Companion  A.  moves  that  the  petition  be  received  and  a  committee 
appointed  ;  the  majority  vote  in  the  negative. 

Question  :    <  an  they  thus  reject  said  petition  ? 

To  which  the  committee  respond  as  follows : 

1.  A  petition  must  lie  over  from  one  stated  meeting  to  another,  should  the  time 
be  two  weeks  or  more. 

If  the  committee  does  not  report  at  the  proper  time,  the  Chapter  may  discharge 
it  and  appoint  a  new  committee  ;  but  such  committee  should  be  allowed  a  reasonable 
time  to  report. 

2.  We  think  the  first  answer  sufiScient  for  the  second  question. 
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3.  A  petitioD  most  be  received  or  rejected,  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  being 
inadmissible. 

Tite  peculiar  character  of  a  Masonic  petition  being  each  as  to  require  definite 
action. 

4.  Yes,  if  the  petition  is  not  rejected. 

5.  Yes  ;  such  vote  is  a  rejection. 

Which  decisions  were  concurred  in. 

The  following  amendment  to  Rale  204  was  adopted :~ 

Rule  204.  A  companion  who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  shall, 
upon  the  payment  of  said  dues,  and  a  majority  vote  of  his  Chapter,  at  any  stated 
Convocation,  be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  membership  in  bis 
Chapter. 

An  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence  is  furnished  by  Comp.  W.  W.  Austin, 
who,  at  the  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  undertook  the  performance  of  that 
task.  It  has  been  the  usual  custom  in  Indiana  for  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  write  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  though  why  this  labor  should  be  saddled  upon  that  officer 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  determine,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  a  change  has  been  made, 
as  we  believe  for  the  better. 

Comp.  Austin  reviews  in  a  thorough  and  courteous  manner  the  proceedings  of 
twenty-seven  Grand  Chapters,  California  for  1876  receiving  fraternal  and  compli- 
mentary notice  at  his  hands.  He  quotes  qnite  extensively  from  our  report  of  that 
year,  and  the  views  therein  expressed  appear  to  coincide  with  his  own,  whereat  we 
are  gratified.    He  says : — 

Among  the  General  Regulations  we  note  that  "  the  degree  of  Past  Master  mnst 
be  conferred  on  all  candidates  who  have  had  the  degree  conferred  upon  them  in  a 
Convocation  of  Past  Masters,  by  virtue  of  their  election  to  preside  over  a  Lodge  of 
F.  and  A.  M.-'  Also.  "  that  no  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  shall  be  installed  unless  he 
shall  present  to  the  installing  officer  a  certificate  from  the  (irand  Secretary  that  he  is 

aualified  to  confer  all  the  degrees,"  etc.    The  latter  is  a  most  excellent  law,  but  we 
0  not  see  the  point  in  the  Past  Master  resolution. 

The  point  is  this,  that  in  some  jurisdictions,  an  actual  Past  Master  is  not  required 
to  receive  the  degree  as  conferred  in  the  Chapter.  We  believe  in  keeping  the  two 
degrees  perfectly  distinct,  and  when  a  brother  is  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in 
the  Chapter,  we  require  him  to  take  them  all. 

Under  the  head  of  Canada,  with  reference  to  the  Representative  imbroglio,  he 
says  :— 

We  are  not  posted  in  the  laws  regulating  Foreign  Representatives,  but  we  would 
suggest  that  the  two  distinguished  Grand  High  Priests  take  the  first  through-trains 
and  meet  each  other  at  No.  100  Exchange  street,  Portland,  Maine,  with  all  the 
papers,  and  if,  on  presentation  of  facts.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Josiah  H.  Drummond 
don't  pronounce  the  sentence  of  "  settled  and  forgotten,"  in  fifteen  minutes,  we  will 
give  up  all  right  and  title  to  "comment  upon  the  question  with  fairness  and  impar- 
iiality." 

Happily,  the  difficulty  is  ended,  but  the  suggestion  was  a  good  one. 
We  hope  some  Grand  Secretaries  and  Committees  on  Credentials  will  give  heed 
to  the  following : — 

Won't  some  of  the  Committee  on  Representatives,  when  making  their  report,  be 
kind  enough  to  state  in  sum  how  many  Chapters  are  represented,  and  tiiereby  save 
the  members  of  the  M.  M.  A.  S.  the  trouble  of  counting  the  list? 

The  Mr.  E.\  REtrsEN  Peden  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.',  E.*. 
John  M.  Bramwell  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Indianapolis. 

IOWA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  held  its  twenty-third  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  Des  Moines,  on  the  third  day  of  October,  1876,— the  M,\  E.'.  Horace  S.  Winslow, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  i?.*.  E.\  Williasi  B.  Langiudge  being  Grand  Sec- 
retary. Forty-two  chartered  Chapters  and  four  under  dispensation  were  represented 
at  the  opening. 
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The  Qranr]  H\ieh  Vrieni  delivered  an  excellent  Addre«^9,  from  which  we  extract  the 

following  kH  Mhowin^  a  gratifyiog  state  of  the  Order  in  oar  sister  State  :— 

It  iH  not  only  a  Hourre  of  con^rratalation,  bat  or  ja!<tifiable  pride  in  this  rear  of 
our  rourilry'H  rent^nnial  ariniverKary,  that  with  the  wondrous  and  unprecedented 
Krowtii  ari'l  (l<'V«'lopriient  of  the  nation.  Masonry  has  at  least  kept  even  Ptep.  and 
to-day  oc<-i)pi('H  in  the  puWlic  mind  a  po<iition  alike  honorable  and  praiseworthy.  In 
no  |iart  of  ih<r  I'nion  in  this  better  und^frj'tood  or  more  clearly  defined  than  in  oar 
own  lov«d  Iowa.  To  the  founders  of  the  Order  in  this  State,  the  early  fathers  whw 
irj  Jurtf,  l"/)!,  orjranizffd  this  (irand  Body,  who  then  and  there  laid  the  foundations  of 
our  Ma^'onirr  t-dUirc,  both  deep  and  strong,  much  credit  is  due,  and  i«  most  cheerfully 
renditfij  th'-m  by  their  succewsors  from  thence  forward.  Be  it  oar  pleasure  as  well 
as  our  drity  to  ««?«  to  it  that  we  add  nothing  to,  nor  take  from  the  structure  »o  hap- 
pily b"p'iiu  by  them,  that  which  shall  mar  its  beauty,  or  destroy  the  symmetry  of  its 
inagniticcnt  proportions. 

Dniiiii^  the  pant  y<;ar  general  peace  and  prosperity  have  attended  ns.  Death,  the 
gi'Mffi  ill  fo'*  of  mankind,  and  the  inevitable  lot  of  us  all,  has  measurably  overlooked 
our  nu'mbiTH,  and  but  few  Chapters  have  been  called  to  moarn  those  not  lost,  but 
gon«  lif'fon*. 

From  reports  received  through  various  sources,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as 
from  perHoiial  knowledge,  J  am  able  to  say  to  you  that  in  all  that  pertains  to  solid 
and  HuliHtantial  advance,  the  Order  is  making  steady,  healthy  progress. 

Four  dijipenHations  to  form  new  Chapters  were  granted  daring  the  year.  A  Rep- 
resentative was  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska,  being  the  only  one 
appointt'd  during  the  year. 

The  following,  upon  the  subject  of  special  dispensations,  we  most  heartily  indorse. 
Wc  have  been  Hcvercly  taken  to  task,  in  one  or  two  instances,  for  our  hostility  to  this 
UHo  of  the  dispensing  power,  and  we  are  pleased  to  find  that  the  views  so  often 
expressed  by  us  are  coincided  in  by  one  so  competent  to  judge  as  the  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Iowa.    He  says: — 

I  have  fi'0(|U(.>ntIy  been  asked  to  grant  special  dispensations  for  various  purposes 
mainly  to  receive?  petitions  and  ballot  out  of  time  for  candidates.  Of  this  class,  with 
but  one  (>xcc])tion,  all  ap))licatiuus  for  such  a  purpose  have  been  refused.  It  has 
HU(*n)i>d  to  mo  for  some  time,  that  as  an  Order  we  stand  in  as  great  danger  from  a 
general  and  growing  desire  to  increase  our  membership,  and  in  so  doing  to  tear 
down  any  and  all  barriers  which  stand  in  the  way  of  ejecting  an  easy  and  rapid 
entrance  among  us,  as  from  all  other  causes  combined.  ''Good  men  and  true  "  we 
want,  ami  the  m«»ro  the  better ;  but  hastily  made  members,  those  of  hot-bed  growth, 
who  have  not  taken  Mie  time  to  familiari^ie  themselves  with  the  ritual  and  much  less 
the  tenants  of  the  institution,  rarely  add  anything  to  the  Order  except  increasing  its 
mimrncal  strength,  We  too  often  make  Masons  in  haste,  leaving  an  extensive 
leisure  in  whieh  to  repent  ourselves.  To-ilay  we  need  fear  as  an  enemy  to  be  dreaded 
over  popularity  more  than  unjust  and  unfair  criticism.  Vit:  shall  increase  witli  all  the 
rapidity  desirable  in  conforming  to  the  usual  and  ordinary  course  laid  down  in  the 
t*onstitutiou  and  Uy-Laws  of  the  subordinate  Chapters.  Rather  than  make  access 
within  our  portals  more  easily  attainable,  I  would  extend  the  probationary  season, 
and  reijuire  at  the  hands  of  the  initiate  severer  discipline  in  the  school  of  instructiou. 

Wo  note  the  following  decisions  :-— 

I.  Where  two  or  more  companions  were  alleged  to  have  been  jointly  engaged'ln 
the  eommi<«si(in  of  an  oOeuse  1  hehl  that  they  might  be  proceeded  against  separately 
or  together;  if  the  latter,  then  there  should  be  separate  tindings  and  consequent 
notion  thereon. 

II.  To  the  ouestion,  "Can  an  officer  of  a  Chapter  resign?"  I  answered,  "In 
my  opinion,  yes. 

III.  In  a  proper  case  I  ruled  that  a  High  Priest  could  remove  an  appointed 
officer  of  his  Chapter. 

IV.  To  this  question  :  **  Has  a  Chapter  a  right  to  lease  or  permit  Its  hall  to  be 
«st»<l  for  other  purposes?"  I  replied  that  •*  I  was  not  aware  of  any  rule  or  regulation 
prohibiting  s.:eh  a  course,*'  but  earnestly  recommended  that  it  should  not  be  done 
except  in  oa^es  of  actuol  nocossilv  or  for  other  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 

V.  rpoji  a  question  of  jurisdiction  1  decided  that  if  a  petition  was  regularly  pre- 
sented to  u  tMiapter  at  a  time  while  such  Chapter  had  jurisdiction,  a  removal  by  ihe 
petitioner  from  beyond  such  jurisdictional  limits  did  not  operate  to  defeat  the  righi 
of  the  i'liaitter  petitioned  to  jirocecd  to  tinal  action,  and  if  the  candidate  be  elected, 
to  confer  lac  degrees. 
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The  Committee  on  JnrisprndeDce  reported  adversely  to  the  second  decision,  but 
the  raling  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  The 
committee  eay : — 

The  Grand  High  Priest  has  answered  in  the  affirmative,  but  your  committee  is  of 
the  opinion  that  such  affirmative  answer  is  in  conflict  with  previous  rnlinprs  of 
acknowledged  Masonic  authorities,  and  that  the  three  principal  officers  of  the  Chap- 
ter cannot  resign. 

We  acknowledge  that  the  weight  of  authority  is  with  the  committee,  but  all  the 
common  sen<«e  is  with  the  Grand  High  Priest.  We  can  readily  imagine  circumstances 
under  which  officers  of  a  Chapter  may,  and  ought  to  resign.  These  officers  promise 
to  serve  the  Chapter  for  the  term  for  which  they  have  been  elected,  to  the  best  of 
their  ability  ;  now,  if  their  ability  to  serve  the  Chapter  ceases  from  any  cause,  we 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  resign  and  allow  others  to  fill  their  places  who 
can  perform  the  duties  and  render  the  service  required  of  them.  We  have  expressed 
our  views  upon  this  question  in  a  former  report,  but  the  Ancient  Landmarks  were 
throivn  at  us  with  such  perfect  looseness,  that  we  were  glad  to  take  refuge  in  the 
sanctuary  of  silence  rather  than  incur  another  such  a  shower. 

Under  the  head  of  Colored  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the  Grand  High  Priest  says  : — 

Through  the  public  press  we  are  informed  that  quite  recently  a  Chapter  of  colored 
Royal  Arch  Masons  has  been  organized  within  this  (Jrand  Jurisdiction  ;  and  it  is  said 
others  are  soon  to  follow.  This,  as  it  seem-*  to  me,  suggests  the  "coming"  ques- 
tion—one of  practical  moment— one  that  ought  to  be  met  at  once,  fairly,  divested  of 
all  prejudice,  and  in  that  spirit  of  Masonic  fraternity  which  recognizes  the  brother- 
hood of  roan  the  world  over.  While  perhaps  the  initiatory  move  in  this  direction 
must  come  from  the  Blue  Lodge,  for  myself  I  can  see  no  good  reason— indeed  it  is 
almost  criminal  ta  delay  much  longer  the  recognition  and  refuse  the  brotherly  grip 
accorded  to  all  other  nations  and  peoples.  Without  an  attempt  to  lay  down  any 
plan,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  solve  the  difficulties  which  surround  the  matter,  I 
earnestly  urge  upon  you  tliat  you  give  the  subject  your  careful  thought,  trusting  that 
it  will  speedily  lead  to  such  conclusions  and  the  adoption  of  such  a  line  of  action  as 
shall  render  justice  to  those  who  are  now  the  subjects  of  an  unjust  and  indefensible 
rule. 

The  committee  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  Address  was  referred  reported  as 
follows : — 

Colored  Royal  Arch  Masonsi. — Mnsonic  laws  are  the  creatures  of  men  and  times 
and  circumstances;  Masonic  pri/<c/p/fs  are  the  sublimation  of  the  truth  and  the  right 
which  have  bfen  evolved  from  the  conflicts  of  the  ages.  If  men  have  made  laws 
excluding  from  the  councils  of  Masonry  other  men  of  different  race  or  color,  it  were 
time  to  repeal  them  and  bury  them  in  darkness.  Else  let  us  tear  down  the  pillars  of 
strength  and  establishment,  and  blot  out  the  celestial  and  terrestrial  bo-*ies  deline- 
ated thereon,  and  cease  talking  about  the  universal  reign  of  Masonry,  and  the  uni- 
versality of  its  claim  to  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

Your  committee  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  well  chosen  words  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest.  They  reflect  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Campbell  K.  Peck,  in  his  annual  address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  18(J-.  And  while 
your  committee  mav  not  presume  to  pronounce  authoritatively,  they  desire  to  declare 
emphatically  that  Masons  everywhere  should  at  once  determine  to  do  justice  to  those 
who,  as  the*M.  E.  (Jrand  High  Priest  forcibly  states  it,  are  "  the  subjects  of  an  unjust 
and  indefensible  rule." 

As,  "  In  every  nation,  they  that  fear  God  and  work  righteousness  are  accepted  of 
Him,"  so  in  every  Lodge  and  Chapter  they  that  do  square  work  and  are  true  to  the 
everlasting  principles  of  the  Order,  must  be  accepted  by.  us. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  thus  briefly  expressed,  and  in  order  that  these 
Chapters  of  colored  Masons  shall  be  under  like  beneficial  control  with  ourselves,  it  is 
suggested  that  the  several  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  by  delegates,  shall 
convene  at  some  suitable  time  and  place,  and  deliberate  upon  this  subject  alone,  and 
reach  some  conclusion  that  may  prove  a  solution  of  the  question. 

We  apprehend  a  fruitful  source  of  trouble  in  this  question  of  colored  Masonry, 
and  believe  in  letting  it  severely  alone  if  possible,  for  we  believe  the  time  has  not 
yet  come  when  it  can  be  auccessfully  disposed  of.  We  have  no  objection  to  col- 
ored Masons  as  such,  And  have  frequently  sat  in  Lodges  and  Chapters  with  them, 
bat  they  were  made  Masons  in  Masonic  Bodies  which  we  recognize  as  legally  consti- 
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tuted,  whereas,  we  presume,  the  Chapter  alluded  to  by  the  Grand  Bigh  Priest  holds 
its  authority  from  a  Body  not  considered  or  recognized  as  legal  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Iowa. 

We  know  of  no  law  of  any  Grand  Lodge  or  Chapter,  which  excludes  any  par- 
ticular race  of  men  from  the  rights,  privileges,  and  benefits  of  Masonry,  and  we 
believe  it  is  competent  for  any  Lodge  or  Chapter  in  Iowa,  as  in  California,  to  receive 
the  petition  of  any  man,  or  Mason,  who  possesses  the  necessary  qualifications,  with- 
ont  distinction  of  color.  Every  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  is  sovereign  in  its 
own  jurisdiction,  and  no  Lodge  of  white  men  would  be  recognized  by  any  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  United  States,  unless  the  authority  under  which  it  was  organized 
emanated  from  itself. 

With  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  committee  that  a  convention  of  Grand 
Lodges  be  held  to  consider  the  question,  we  believe  .that  no  good  but  much  evil 
would  result  therefrom.  Let  each  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  act  for  itself, 
and  the  question  will  work  out  its  own  solution. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  Pabvin,  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  requested  to  attend  the 
next  Triennial  Session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  use  his  efforts  to  have  the 
organic  law  of  Grand  Chapters  so  changed  as  lo  make  Past  Grand  Treasurers  and 
Secretaries  permanent  members  of  their  respective  Grand  Chapters,  so  long  as  they 
remain  affiliated  in  Chapters  under  such  jurisdiction. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances,,  contrary  to  the  usual  experience  of  such  com- 
mittees in  a  majority  of  Grand  Chapters,  found  something  to  do.  Wc  give  the 
following  from  their  report,  because  we  consider  the  question  an  interesting  one, 
and  we  cannot  concur  with  the  committee  in  their  conclusions  :— 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint 
and  grievance  of  Comp.  W.  T.  Smith,  a  member  of  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  U, 
located  at  Des  Moines,  would  say  that  we  have  had  the  matter  under  udvisemeut, 
and  although  we  find  some  conflicting  statements,  we  arrive  at  the  fullowinnr : 

That  said  Comp.  W.  T.  Smith  diraitted  from  the  Ulue  Lodge  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  about  1h«h  or  1*^09.  That,  ng^ree- 
able  to  the  order  and  regulations  of  this  (Jrand  Body,  paf^ssd  at  its  Annual  Session  in 
1872  (see  Proceedings,  1872,  page  206)  requiring  all  non-rtfllliated  Master  Musaons  to 
apply  for  membership  in  some  Blue  Locljre  within  one  year,  etc.,  said  companion 
applied  for  and  was  denied  admission  in  Pioneer  Lodge,  Vo.  22.  That  said  applica- 
tion and  rejection  was  made  within  one  year  as  specilied  in  such  resolution.  That  at 
a  later  period,  Comp.  Smith  was  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  Corinthian  Chapter,  for 
the  reason  that  he  had  not  petitioned  for  membership  in  somo  Hlue  Lodge  wiihin  one 
year  prior  to  that  time,  i.  e.  from  the  date  of  his  being  dropped. 

That  after  such  action  of  said  Chapter  in  dropping  the  companion  from  the  rolls, 
Comp.  Smith  claims  to  have  entered  a  protest  against  the  receiving  of  a  petition  for 
the  capitular  degree.  Said  Chapter  claiming  him  not  to  be  a  member  of  the  Chapter, 
ignored  his  protest.  The  cause  rests  on  this  proposition  :  Must  a  member  of  a  ("hap- 
ter  who  is  a  non-affiliated  Master  Mason,  apply  to  some  Bine  F^odge  once  in  each  year, 
or  is  one  application  sufficient  under  the  rule  referred  to— regardless  of  any  other 
time.    To  this  proposition  your  committee  would  respond  in  the  negative. 

Your  committee  can  not  conclude  that  the  law  referred  to — and  in  the  licht  of 
decisions  touching  the  point— that  it  was  ever  intended  to  compel  a  niemi)cr  to 
submit  himself  to  the  humiliation  of  a  black  ball  in  some  Blue  Lodge  every  twelve 
months  to  retain  his  standing  in  the  Chapter.  Wo  find,  therefore,  that  (■omo.  W.  T. 
Smith  is  still  a  regular  member  of  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  14,  and  that  his  protest 
to  the  election  of  members,  etc.,  is  entitled  to  respect 

We  would  further  show  that  this  (irand  Body,  by  legislation  and  decision,  have 
held  to  the  contrary  of  this  opinion;  that  by  tlie  decision  of  I'ast  (irand  High  Priest 
BowKRS,  "a  member  must  be  affiliated.*'  etc.  That  such  was  the  letter  of  the  law  at 
the  time  of  the  action  of  said  CorirUhian  Chapter,  No.  14,  in  dropping  Comp.  Smith 
from  their  roll. 

But  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  such  holding  is  erroneous  and  should 
be  set  aside. 

We  believe  the  decision  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Bowers  was  correct,  that  the 
member  "  must  be  affiliated,"  or  that,  at  least,  he  must  present  his  petition  once 
every  year,  or  pay  to  some  Lodge  a  sum  equivalent  to  its  monthly  dues,  if  he  does 
not  desire  to  subject  himself  to  the  danger  of  the  black  ball ;  otherwise  he  might 
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apply  once  to  a  Lodge  for  affiliation,  get  some  convenient  friend  to  black-ball  him, 
and  forever  thereafter  consider  himself  absolved  from  his  allegiance  to  the  Lodge  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  once  applied  and  had  been  rejected.  The  report  of  the 
committee  was  adopted. 

An  interesting  and  well  written  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by 
Comp.  W.  H.  H.  PiLLSBUKY,  who  says  he  was  called  unexpectedly  lo  the  task,  and 
that  he  has  "  no  apology  to  offer."  We  do  not  see  that  any  is  needed.  He  reviews 
in  a  pleasant  and  thorough  manner  the  transactions  of  thirty-two  Grand  Chapters 
California  for  1875  receiving  a  fair  share  of  his  attention.  He  qaotes  freely  from  our 
report  of  that  year,  of  which  he  speaks  in  complimentary  terms,  although  he  accuses 
ns  of  vanity,  a  fault  which  those  who  are  intimate  with  us  know  we  are  perfectly  free 
from.  At  the  risk  of  laying  ourself  obnoxious  to  his  charge,  we  extract  the  follow- 
ing :— 

Comp.  WiGQiN  is  a  ^rand  good  fellow,  bat  is  a  little  vain  withal,  aa  may  be  seen 
in  the  infinite  satisfaction  with  which  he  introduces  the  good  things  said  of  him  in 
the  "  Mutual  Admiration  Sociery,"  and  then  claims  that  the  printer  compelled  him 
to  do  it.  Well,  they  are  all  true,  anyhow,  and  what  is  the  use  of  being  tender  on  this 
subject. 

The  printer  didn't  compel  ns  to  do  that,  at  any  rate  ;  and  apropos,  we  will  say, 
that  if  we  did  not  occasionally  introduce  some  of  the  good  things  onr  brother 
reporters  say  of  us,  our  companions  in  California  would  never  discover  what  a 
"  grand  good  fellow  "  we  Are. 

Comp.  Miles,  of  Illinois,  having  said  that  he  considered  the  regulation  of  Iowa, 
requiring  the  marks  of  companions  to  be  registered  in  a  book,  a  very  stringent  one, 
Comp.  PiLLSBURY  "goes  for  him  "  with  the  following  clincher  :— 

Our  dear  Comp.  Miles  wonld  probably  declare  St.  Paul  a  bigot  because  he  asked 
help  only  for  those  whose  names  are  in  the  book  of  life,  and  also  Daniel,  when  he 
proclaimed  deliverance  only  for  those  of  God's  people — "  every  one  that  shall  be 
found  written  in  the  book."  And  this  would  be  considered  stringent  also  :  "  Who- 
soever was  not  found  written  in  the  book  of  life  was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire." 
There  is  high  authority  for  stringency  in  this  matter.  Beware,  Comp.  Miles  !  Wo 
will  not  say  more,  lest  we  provoke  a  theological  controversy. 

The  report  is  one  of  the  best  which  has  come  under  our  notice,  and  we  hope  to 
hear  from  Comp,  Pillsbury  again.  We  forgive  him  for  accusing  us  of  vanity,  and 
hope  he  will  sin  no  more  in  that  direction. 

In  this  jurisdiction  there  are  eighty  Chapters,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of 
4,134. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address : 
Muscatine. 

KANSAS. 

The  twelfth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Emporia,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  October,  I87G,— the  Rr.  E.\  Dwioht 
BYfNOTON,  Grand  King,  presiding,  the  R.'.  E.\  Erasmus  J.  Cabr  being  Grand  Secre- 
tary.   Twenty-one  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

A  letter  from  the  («rand  High  Priest  was  read,  regretting  his  inability  to  be  pres- 
ent,  and  inclosing  his  Annual  Address,  which  is  principally  devoted  to  matters  of 
local  interest.  From  it  we  learn  that  the  Royal  Craft  in  Kansas  is  harmonious  and 
prosperous,  having  been  blessed  with  abundant  harvests  and  immunity  from  grass- 
hoppers. 

Two  dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  daring  the 
year.    The  following  decisions  were  rendered  : — 

1.  Any  member  of  a  Chapter  has  a  right  to  object  to  the  advancement  of  a 
candidate  at  any  time  alter  he  has  been  elected. 

2.  When  the  High  Priest  of  a  subordinate  Chapter  convenes  his  Chapter  in 
Special  Convocations,  it  is  not  necessary  that  he  state  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  so 
convened,  and.it  will  be  proper  for  him  to  do  any  work  that  may  be  done,  which  la 
not  in  violation  of  existing  By-Laws  or  Standing  Regulations. 
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3.  When  a  companion  joins  a  Chapter  on  dfmit,  he  should  record  his  '*  Mark  *'  in 
the  "  Lodge  Boolv  of  MarKs,"  if  it  has  not  been  recorded  where  he  previously  held 
merabership. 

4.  Chapters  working  under  dispensation  can  receive  members  on  dimit. 

5.  A  Chapter  under  dispensation  should  adopt  By-Laws  for  its  own  government, 
not  in  violation  of  the  By-Laws  or  Standing  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter ; 
which  may  be  altered  or  amended  as  provided  by  them. 

6.  If  only  one  degree  is  conferred  on  a  candidate  at  one  Convocation,  no  further 
degrees  can  be  conferred  until  the  next  regular  Convocation  thereafter. 

All  which  decisions  were  concurred  in  except  the  last,  which  was  found  to  be  in 
contravention  of  a  standing  regulation  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

A  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts  w^s  appointed. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $407  55. 

Charters  were  granted  to  three  Chapters  under  dispensation. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  report:  Nothing  to  do. 

A  proposition  to  reduce  the  fee  for  degrees  from  forty  to  thirty  dollars  was 
promptly  voted  down. 

The  Committee  on  Charity  also  report  themselves  out  of  a  job,  and  this  unusual 
state  of  affairs  must  be  attributed  mainly  to  the  tide  of  prosperity,  which,  during  the 
past  year,  has  Uowed  so  freely  o'er  the  land.    Long  may  it  continue. 

A  fitting  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  those  who  have  '*  gone  before,"  and  a 
memorial  page  is  inscribed  to  them. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  is  a  very  neat  one,  and  contains  the 
Constitution  and  Regulations,  also  a  digest  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  High  Priests 
since  1^67. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Comp.  K.  T.  Carr,  and  is  characterized  by  his  usual  ability.  He  reviews  the  trans- 
actions of  thirty-Hix  Grand  Chapters,  California  for  1876  receiving  a  full  share  of  his 
attention.  lie  believes  in  "  all  hands  and  the  cook  "  voting  upon  an  application  for 
degrees,  whether  members  of  the  Chapter  or  not,  a  practice  which  we  cannot 
indorse.    In  answer  to  some  strictures  of  ours  upon  this  custom,  Comp.  Cakr  saj-s : — 

We  do  not  believe  such  proceedings  contrary  to  all  law,  nor  detrimental  to  the 
interents  of  the  Order.  And  in  Masonry  we  have  no  knowledge  of  "personal  pique 
or  prejudice."  We  do  know,  that  many  times  unworthy  persons  would  be  kept  t»ut, 
if  the  iiractice  in  question  prevailed.  Still,  there  are  other  means  at  hand  t(t  accom- 
plish the  hiiuie  enil,  and  we  shall  not  press  the  point  now.  We  will  wait  and  watch. 
This  is  not  the  fir.st  time  our  California  friends  have  taken  exception  to  auggeslions 
of  ours,  and  should  they  change  to  our  side,  it  will  not  be  the  tirst  time. 

We  are  always  open  to  conviction,  Comp.  Cauk,  and  are  ready  to  change  to  your 
side  whenever  we  feel  that  you  are  right  and  we  are  in  error. 

Comp.  Carh's  reports  are  always  interesting,  albeit  we  cannot  always  agree  with 
him.  He  has  been  accused  of  being  '•wa.'^pish,''  but  we  have  failed  to  discover 
wherein.  We  like  him  because  he  has  opinions  and  is  not  afraid  to  express  them. 
He  wanted  to  wriggle  out  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  this  year,  but  the 
Grand  High  Priest  wouldn't  see  it,  and  Carr  still  wields  the  pen  for  Kansas. 

The  M.'.  E',  DwiGUT  Byinoton  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\  E.\ 
Erasmus  T,  Carr  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Leavenworth. 

KENTUCKY. 

Our  venerable  Bister  held  her  sixty-first  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of  Louis- 
ville on  the  sixteenth  day  of  October,  187G, — the  li.'.  E.\  James  W.  Stanton,  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  li.'.  £'.-.  Joskpu  H.  Beauam  being  Grand  Secre- 
tary.   Kigluy-four  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  absence  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  explained  by  the  following  resolution 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  : — 

lieaolrtdy  That  this  Grand  Chapter  offer  to  Companion  James  A.  Beattie,  our 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  his  estimable  lady,  our  most  heartfelt  and  cordial  sympathy 


1877.1  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CAI^IFORNIA.  211 

in  their  late  bereavement  in  the  removal  of  their  son  by  death,  and  we  would  com- 
mend them,  in  this  their  hour  of  affliction,  to  the  Great  Uiou  Priest  of  the  universe, 
who  alone  can  give  consolation  amid  all  the  trying  scenes  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage  ; 
and  may  they  carry  with  them  an  abiding  faith  in  the  consoling  truth  that,  although 
their  son  has  been  removed  from  the  family  circle,  there  is  coming  a  time  when  there 
will  be  a  happy  reunion  in  the  Grand  Tabernacle  above,  where  there  will  be  no  more 
parting  between  father,  mother,  and  son. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  the 
time  occupied  in  its  reading  made  no  material  addition  to  the  per  diem  of  the  mem- 
bers. He  says:  " So  little  has  transpired  dnring  my  term  of  office  that  the  business 
))art  of  this  address  need  occupy  but  a  brief  space  ;  "  and  it  did. 

No  decisions  were  made,  of  sufficient  importance  to  present  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter. Sundry  applications  for  special  dispensations  were  denied,  and  one  dispensation 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted. 

A  Representative  was  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey ;  and 
thus  ends  the  record  of  the  official  acts  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  which,  for  a  juris- 
diction of  sixty-one  years'  standing,  and  bearing  upon  its  registry  more  than  one 
hundred  subordinates,  exhibits  a  most  harmonious  state  of  affairn.  The  pamphlet  ia 
embellished  with  a  wood  engraving  of  that  noble  charity,  the  Widows*  and  Orphans' 
Home  at  Louisville,  an  institution  of  which  our  brethren  of  Kentuckj'  may  well  feel 
proud.  The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  $597  08,  and 
the  total  resources  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  reported  at  $4397  OS.' 

Comp.  H.  A.  M.  Henderson  again  comes  to  the  front  with  one  of  his  model  Re. 
ports  on  Correspondence,  and,  as  usual,  given  us  a  "feastof  fat  things'^  which  is  really 
enjoyable.  He  has  the  audacity  to  pitch  into  the  Grand  High  Priests  at  large,  for 
lack  of  originality  in  their  annual  addresses,  and  we  feel  very  much  like  joining 
him  in  this  complaint.    He  says  :— 

Again  we  essay  the  task  of  a  reviewer,  having  first  made  a  hasty  excursion  with 
the  eye  through  an  enormous  budget  of  proceedings.  We  heard  of  a  man  who  ob- 
jected to  the  dictionary  as  a  *•  reading  book*'  because  it  so  often  changed  the  sub- 
ject. This  objection  would  not  be  forceful  with  regard  to  the  minutes,  fm-  our  Grand 
High  Pi  tests  "ring  the  changes"  on  tlie  old  traditional  platitudes, — "another  year 
has  rolled  round  ;"  '•  give  account  of  my  stewardship  ;"  •'  business  has  prevented  ;" 
**  harmony  reigns ;"  few  (questions  of  jurisprudence  ;''  "  regrets,"  etc.,  make  up  the 
staple  of  the  addresses.     One  fairly  groans  for  something  new. 

But  for  the  Reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  the  literature  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry, as  we  have  it  in  the  minutes,  would  be  singularly  barren  of  interest.  The 
correspondents  are  generally  witty  and  occasionally  satirical,  and,  on  the  whole, 
amiable. 

We  should  like  to  have  the  General  Grand  Chapter  offer  a  prize  for  an  original 
report  from  our  Grand  High  Priests.  Now  and  then  one  does  trumpet  some  new 
note,  and  when  this  is  the  case  we  take  exquisite  delight  in  repeating  it.  Of  all  the 
work  we  have  to  do,  nothing  is  more  tedious  than  our  annual  perusal  of  the  proceed- 
ings. If,  therefore,  our  report  should  be  *•  dry  reading,''  set  it  down  to  the  material 
with  which  we  are  furnished. 

We  opine  that  but  little  thought  is  bestowed  by  our  Grand  Higli  Priests  upon 
their  Addresses.  He  who  will  get  out  of  the  old  ruts  antl  give  us  something  fresh 
and  invigorating  upon  the  history  and  ethics  of  our  Royal  Art  will  deserve  and  re- 
ceive a  meed  of  merit  from  his  admiring  companions. 

California,  for  1876,  receives  a  brief  but  kindly  notice.  He  is  so  anxious  to  put 
Bomething  original  into  the  month  of  a  Grand  High  Priest,  that  he  quotes  our  remarks 
upon  the  death  of  Comp.  Munger,  and  credits  them  to  Grand  High  Priest  Reynolds. 
Well,  we  can  stand  it  if  Comp.  Rkynolds  can. 

Under  the  head  of  Georgia,  Comp.  Henderson  enters  his  protest  against  3Iasonic 
"  flunkeyism,"  as  follows : — 

When  King  Kalakaua  was  in  this  country  he  was  made  the  recipient  of  mnch 
Masonic  honor,  having  been  rapidly  advanced  to  the  3J°.  Now  we  will  undertake  to 
say  that  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  cannot  work  himself  into  a  Lodge,  and  yet, 
out  of  deference  to  his  official  rauk.  Masonic  societies  hurried  him  through  the  degrees 
and  forced  orders  upon  him  until,  without  having  made  suitable  proficiency  for 
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advancement,  he  Btood  witbin  one  roond  of  the  top  of  the  ladder  of  preferment.    No 
one  believes  that  a  hod-carrier  would  thus  have  been  allowed  to  advance. 

We  enter  our  caveat  against  all  efforts  to  give  rank  and  wealth  peculiar  privileji^e 
and  patronage  in  Masonry.  As  aoon  as  this  is  done  the  soul  passes  out  of  the  institu- 
tion, it  wan  intended  only  to  confer  distinction  on  merit  and  to  institute  a  brother- 
hood among  men.  If  rank  and  wealth,  perforce  its  titles  and  money,  can  mount  the 
places  of  Masonic  honor  at  the  expense  of  that  modest  merit  which  comes  of  Masonic 
education  and  virtue,  then  there  is  an  end  of  our  society  as  a  movement  toward  the 
establishment  of  the  brotherhood  of  mental  and  moral  worth,  and  a  reduction  of  it  to 
a  coterie,  based  upon  hereditary  or  adventitious  circumstances.  There  is  too  much 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  King  Kalakaua,  etc.,  in  the  Masonic  tendencies  of  the  times. 
We  like  to  see  kings  and  princes  in  our  Order,  but  we  want  to  see  them  in  it  contestr 
ing  honors  with  peasants  and  burden-bearers  and  bread-winners  upon  the  ground 
that,  that  true  emulation  is  who  can  best  work  and  who  c<nn  best  agree.  Upon  the 
tessellated  pave  all  stand  upon  a  plane  of  equality.  Though  it  be  the  Czar  of  all  the 
BusHJan  let  the  questions  be,  *'  is  he  worthy  and  well  qualitled  and  has  he  made  suit- 
able proliciency  in  the  preceding  degrees?'' 

While  we  agree  with  Comp.  Henderson  in  principle,  we  must  dissent  from  his 
remarks  so  far  as  Kalakaua  is  concerned.  King  David  is  a  bright  and  well-informed 
Mason,  is  Past  Master  of  a  Lodge,  and  finds  no  difficulty  in  working  his  way  into  any 
Lodge  he  may  desire  to  visit.  We  leave  Comp.  Hendekson^s  report  with  regret,  but 
time  presses  and  we  must  on  with  the  work. 

The  M.'.  E.'.  James  W.  Staton  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  lt.\  E.\ 
Joseph  H.  Bkanham  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Louisville. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana  held  its  twenty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1876,— the  M,\  E.'.  Samuel  J. 
Powell,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  B.'.  E.\  James  C  BATcnELOK,  M.  D., 
being  Grand  Secretary.  All  the  Grand  officers  were  present,  and  twenty-four  char* 
tered  Chapters  and  one  under  dispensation  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  able  Address,  from  which  we  extract  the 
following:—  ' 

During  the  past  year  wo  have  had  abundant  cause  for  thankfulness  and  congratu- 
lation. Peace  and  quiet,  for  the  most  part,  have  prevailed.  Financial  fluctuations 
have  been  less  embarrassing.  Abundant  crops  have  rewarded  the  toil  of  thi*  hus- 
bandman ;  commerce  and  industry  have,  to  some  extent,  revived  ^  and  no  epidemic 
or  serious  sickness  has  visited  our  people. 

The  political  condition  of  our  State  is  not  such  as  we  could  desire.  Dark  shadows 
still  intercept  between  us  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  equal  ritrhts  and  privileges,  which 
are  the  lawful  heritage  of  this  free  and  enlightened  people.  We  believe,  however, 
that  there  is  yet  a  future  for  our  beloved  State.  Our  hopes  in  this  direction,  so  often 
disappointed,  again  revive,  and  we  have  good  reason  tu  believe  that  the  day  of  our 
deliverance  is  nut  far  distant. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction 
is  still  in  a  healthful  and  vigorous  condition.  There  has  been  no  perceptible  increase 
in  membership  ;  and  in  fact,  under  the  new  regulation  of  suspending  delinquents,  in 
many  localities  the  membership  has  decreased.  In  my  judguient,  this  is  no  cause  of 
alarm  or  regret.  Masonic  obligations  weigh  lightly  on  the  consciences  of  those  who 
are  able  to  pay  their  dues,  and  neglect  lliat  important  duty  ;  or,  if  unable  to  pay, 
place  such  a  poor  estimate  on  the  friendship  and  charity  of  their  companions  as  to  be 
unwilling  to  ask  fur  indulgence.  I  regard  all  such  as  fungi  on  the  Masonic  body, 
that  eat  out  its  substance,  and  retard  its  healthy  growth.  Our  Order  loses  nothing 
by  severing  its  connection  with  them. 

I  am  glad,  however,  to  say,  that  in  every  Chapter  I  find  a  faithful  few  who  fully 
appreciate  their  high  privileges,  and  are  ever  ready  and  willing  to  do  their  duty,  and 
their  whole  duty,  and  through  thern  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  maintained  its  integrity, 
continued  its  usefulness,  and  preserved  its  usual  prosperity. 

The  fungus  growth  upon  the  Masonic  body  is  not  peculiar  to  Louisiana,  but  is 
indigenous  iu  every  jurisdiction  ;  the  pruning  knife  freely  applied  is  the  only  remedy. 
We  note  the  following  decisions  :— 

On  the  23d  December,  the  E.  H.  Priest  of  Living  Stone  Chapter,  No.  IG,  submitted 
the  following  to  me  for  my  decision:    "  A  dimitted  Master  Mason  applies  every  six 
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moDtha  to  the  Lodge  for  affiliation,  and  h  rejected.  Said  Masons  under  the  ralings 
in  the  Lodge,  is  in  good  standing,  has  the  right  of  visitation,  etc.  He  desires  to  join 
a  Chapter.    Can  he  be  admitted?*' 

I  decided  that  the  preserving  of  his**  good  standing'*  as  a  Master' Mason,  in  the 
manner  indicated,  was  notsnfficient,  and  that  actual  membership  of  some  l^odge  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  membership  in  a  Chapter,  and  that  satisfactory 
evidence  of  that  fact  should  accompany  his  application.    CoiiAt.,  Art  V,  Sec.  24. 

On  3d  Febraarv  I  received  a  communication  from  the  E.  H.  Priest  of  Wanhington 
Chapter,  No.  5,  asKiog  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  striking  from  the  roll 
under  Art.  Y,  Sec.  31  of  our  Constitution,  and  also  as  to  what  was  meant  by  "  authen- 
tic knowledge"  in  that  connection. 

I  replied  that  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  a  companion  R.  A.  Mason  had  been 
suspended,  expelled  or  htricken  from  the  roll  of  his  Lodge,  need  not,  nece»»arilxj ,  be 
conveyed  under  the  Seal  of  the  (>rand  Secretary,  or  any  other  Seal,  but  that  any 
satisfactory  and  conclu.sive  lawful  Masonic  information  of  that  fact,  was  autiientiC' 
kuowledge  in  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution;  and  when  brought  home  to  the 
Chapter  required  its  immediate  action. 

I  further  stated,  as  my  opinion,  that  a  motion  to  strike  from  the  roll,  etc.,  should 
be  made  in  open  Chapter,  and  the  motion,  as  made  and  adopted,  should  be  spread  o<% 
the  minutes. 

In  these  decisions  we  fully  concur,  although  the  first,  relative  to  membership  in 
the  Lodge,  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  law  in  this  jurisdiction.  Our  Constitution 
provides  that  every  petitioner  for  degrees,  or  for  affiliation  in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
shall  be  a  "  Master  Mason  in  good  standing."  He  may  keep  himself  in  good  standing 
by  affiliation  with  a  Lodge,  or  by  contributing  to  some  Lodge  a  sum  equivalent  to  its 
monthly  dues  during  ail  the  period  of  his  residence  within  its  jurisdiction  ;  or  if  he  be 
a  Mason  non-affiliated,  and  presents  his  petition  to  a  Lodge  for  membership  and  is 
irejected,  the  act  of  petitioning  places  him  in  good  standing  for  six  months  thereafter. 
Under  this  regulation,  a  Mason  may  remain  a  member  of  the  Chapter  in  good  stand- 
ing without  being  a  member  of  any  Lodge.  He  has  only  to  present  his  petition  to 
a  Lodge  once  in  six  months,  where  he  knows  he  will  be  rejected,  to  keep 
himself  in  good  standing— and  this  costs  him  nothing,  for  upon  his  rejection  his  fee  is 
of  course  returned  to  him— and  thue  he  is  enabled  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  both  symbolic  and  Royal  Arch  Masonry  without  contributing  one  cent  to  the 
Lodge  or  its  charities. 

Of  course  the  frameis  of  the  law  did  not  contemplate  any  such  contingency. 
Their  theory  was  that  a  brother  having  presented  his  petition  for  affiliation,  had  done 
all  in  his  power  to  discharge  his  duty,  and  the  fact  of  his  rejection  was  no  fault  of  his  ; 
but^here  are  men,  we  regret  to  say,  Masons  in  name,  wlio  are  mean  enough  to  take^ 
advantage  of  any  technicality  as  a  pretext  for  escaping  their  oblitcations  to  the  Lodge. 

In  relation  to  sundry  questions  which  he  declined  to  answer,  he  says  Comp;' 
HoRNOR,  in  his  Address  in  1874,  held  that  a  Grand  High  Priest  is  not  required  to  offi- 
cially answer  all  questions  of  Masonic  law  which  may  be  propounded  to  him  by  any 
companion,  and  that  it  would  be  improper  for  him  to  do  so.    He  further  says  :— 

To  have  answered  these  questions  would  have  been  a  clear  departure  from  this 
wholesome  rule.  They  did  not  omanate  from  a  Chapter,  but  were  proriouiuled  by 
Companion  Jones  on  his  own  authority,  and  the  answers  souglit  to  be  elicited  were 
intended  to  be  used  as  a  defense  to  the  ciinrge  preferred  against  tlie  companion  on 
trial.  Any  expression  of  opinion  on  my  part,  on  the  matter  involved  in  that  contro- 
versy, would  have  had  a  controlling  intiuence  on  the  result  of  the  trial,  and  perhaps 
would  have  been  a  final  disposition  of  the  case.  In  my  jud^rment,  the  several  subor- 
dinate Chapters,  and  each  individual  member  of  those'  Chapters,  have  certain  rights 
and  privileges  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  cannot  impair  or  abridge,  and  among  them 
is  the  right  of  the  Chapter,  in  certain  cases,  to  prefer  charges  for  itnm»>ral  or  unma- 
sonic  conduct,  and  also  the  right  of  the  accused  to  fair  and  impartial  trial  bv  his 
peers  ;  and  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  such  trials  by 
deciding  in  advance  questions  involved  therein,  would  be  an  infringement  on  the 
rights  of  the  Chapter,  as  well  as  of  the  aecusetl  companion.  Should  any  irregulari- 
ties appear  in  the  proceedings,  or  any  wrong  be  done  by  misconHiruciion  or  misappli- 
cation of  Masonic  law,  those  irregularities  can  be  corrected,  and  those  wrongs 
redressed  on  appeal ;  and  this  Grand  Chapter  is  pledged  and  bound  to  its  full  meas- 
ure of  duty  in  this  regard.    As  the  charges  had  already  been  preferred  and  the  com- 
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panion  pat  upon  his  trial,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  withhold  any  expression  of  opinion  that 
would  have  a  tendency  to  control,  or  in  any  manner  to  affect,  the  result  of  that  trial. 

We  agree  with  Comp.  Hornor,  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  not  bound  to  answer 
all  questions  of  Masonic  law  which  may  be  propounded  to  him  by  any  companion  ; 
but  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  we  fail  to  see  any  impropriety  in  it.  The  Grand  High 
Priest  is  the  head  of  the  Order,  the  legitimate  exponent  of  the  law,  and  to  him  the 
companions  look  for  the  light  by  which  they  are  to  be  guided  in  their  Masonic  affairs. 
In  the  case  in  point,  we  think,  if  the  companion's  case  depended  upon  a  construction 
of  the  law,  that  the  answer  should  not  have  been  denied. 

We  notice  that  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  is  invested  with  greater  powers  than 
in  most  other  jurisdictions,  as  he  grants  dispensations  and  commissions  Representa- 
tives. We  have  always  supposed  these  acts  to  be  the  peculiar  duties  and  preroga- 
tives of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  unless,  in  his  absence  ^from  the  jurisdiction,  the 
Deputy  should  succeed  to  his  high  powers  and  functions. 

A  reception  was  tendered  the  Grand  Chapter  by  the  Commanderies  of  Knights 
Templar,  which  was  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  congratulate  themselves  and  the  Order  upon  the 
fact  that  no  business  has  been  brought  before  them.  The  Committee  on  Work  and 
Returns  report  the  subordinate  Chapters  to  be  in  a  "  fair  state  of  forwardness,"  and 
in  a  better  pecuniary  condition  than  for  some  years  past. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  although  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
announced,  through  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Girabd,  that  his  report  was  nearly  ready 
for  the  printer,  and  asked  that  it  be  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  which  was 
done.    Yet,  for  some  reason  unexplained,  the  report  does  not  appear. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address  : 
New  Orleans. 

MAINE. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  held  its  fifty-first  Annnal  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Portland  on  the  second  day  of  May,  1876,— the  M.',  E.\  Henry  L.  Paine,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding,  the  B.'.  E.\  Iba  Berry  being  Grand  Secretary.  Thirty-three  sub- 
ordinate Chapters  were  represented,  thirty-nine  being  borne  upon  the  registry. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  well  written  paper,  giving  a  clear 
account  of  his  official  acts,  and  exhibiting  a  gratifying  state  of  the  Order  in  that 
jurisdiction.  He  announces  the  death  of  Comp.  Stephen  Webber,  Past  Grand  King 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  recommends  that  the  **  usual  notice  be  taken  of  the 
same." 

His  patriotism  shows  itself  in  the  following : — 

In  this  year  of  our  nation's  jubilee,  the  heart  of  every  true  lover  of  his  country 
must  sTtell  with  gratitude  and  admiration  as  he  contemplates  the  progress  and  growth 
developed  during  the  past  century.  With  just  pride  can  we  point  to  the  heroic  past, 
the  glorious  heritage  we  now  possess,  and  the  brilliant  future  which  awaits  us  as  a 
nation,  if  we,  as  a  people,  preserve  and  follow  the  ancient  landmarks  of  our  fathers, 
and  arc  governed  by  the  eternal  principle  of  right.  As  members  of  the  mystic  tie, 
we  may  congratulate  ourselves,  that  wherever  o'er  this  land  civilization  and  intelli- 
gence have  cast  their  benign  influence,  Masonry  has  gained  a  foothold,  throwing  its 
roots  deep  into  the  soil  of  society,  and  has  gone  forward  to  blef^s,  by  precept  and 
example,  those  within  its  fold,  and  through  them,  the  community  wherein  they  dwell. 
Under  the  fostering  care  of  the  intelligent  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  age,  its  pro- 
gress has  been  onward,  its  aim  to  bless  mankind. 

It  appears  from  the  following,  that  discordant  elements  will  sometimes  assert 
themselves,  even  among  the  staid  New  Englanders  :— 

Harmony  in  a  large  measure  prevails  throughout  our  jurisdiction.  The  discord 
and  heart-l)urning8  which  have  existed  in  one  of  our  subordinates  {New  Jerusalem 
Chapter),  have  nearly  succumbed  to  the  healing  influence  which  time  is  sure  to 
bring. 
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In  the  New  Jerusalem  there  should  be  no  discord  or  heart-burnings,  but  ail  should 
be  peace,  concord,  and  fraternal  love.  Let  us  hope  that  the  healing  influences  of 
time  will  soon  restore  that  perfect  harmony  which  should  ever  exist  where  the  altars 
of  Mftsonry  are  erected. 

Three  dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters,  and  upon 
this  subject  the  Grand  High  Priest  pays  : — 

From  the  foregoing,  it  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  large  prospective  increase 
in  the  number  of  our  subordinates.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me,  this 
year,  to  receive  so  many  petitions  for  new  Chapters,  and,  I  doubt  not,  equally  so  to 
you.  If  it  indicates  anything,  it  must  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  our  brethren  of  the 
symbolic  degrees  for  more  light;  and  they  therefore  seek  for  it  among  the  pro- 
founder  mysteries  of  the  Royal  Arch. 

He  gives  a  detailed  account  of  his  visits  to  the  subordinate  Chapters,  and  a  very 
satisfactory  report  of  their  condition. 

The  only  decision  upon  a  question  of  law  is  the  following: — 

Q^lpsti/)n.  "  A  candidate  has  received  the  Mark,  Past,  and  M.  E.  degrees;  night 
is  appointed  for  exaltation  ;  a  member  objects*  to  his  further  progress  ;  states  objec- 
tions ill  open  Chapter  ;  Chapter  by  vote  suxtiiins  them.  After  several  months,  many 
companion?*  concluding  objections  groundless,  desire  test  to  be  made  in  Chapter. 
Mu^^t  ciiULlidute  again  petiiion  for  K.  A.  degree?  Will  one  black-ball  cause  rejec- 
tion?" 

Answrr.  The  Chapter  sustaining  the  objections,  the  candidate  is  rejected  from 
further  advancement.  If  he  desires  further  progress,  he  mu>t  make  application  to 
the  Chapter  for  advancement;  his  application  niu^it  take  the  usual  course,  and  when 
acted  U|>on.  the  ballot  must  be  unanimoui^.  Six  months,  at  least,  must  intervene 
between  dale  of  his  rejection  and  date  of  application  for  advancement. 

The  High  Priest  of  one  Chapter  was  suspended  for  '*  conduct  highly  reprehensi- 
ble, and  unworthy  a  man  or  a  Mason." 

The  Deputy  Crand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  and  Grand  Scribe  each  made  a 
detailed  report  of  Chapters  visited,  and  gave  a  satisfactory  account  of  their  working. 

Our  companions  of  Maine  have  established  a  Charity  Fund,  an,  excellent  move,  in 
our  opinion,  and  one  which  may  profitably  be  copied  by  other  jurisdictions.  The 
Grand  Treasurer  ren<lers  the  following  statement  of  the  fund,  the  income  from  which 
is  already  sufficient  to  enable  the  Grand  Chapter  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the 
way  of  relieving  the  distressed  : — 

The  < 'harity  Fund  of  the  .M.  E.  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Maine  consists  of — 

One  slia  e  FipmI  Xational  Bank  Stock $    100  OD 

Two  sh  ires  Canal  National  iiank  Stock 20.)  00 

Ten  shares  (Jax  o  National  Bank  Slock 1,000  Go 

St.ite  of  Maine  B(»n(l lt)0  00 

Ma«t<>iiic  Trusitees  Bond"* AOD  00 

I)''|io-sited  ill  l*<irllaiHl  Savings  Bank 1,70 -i  01 

Deposited  in  Maine  Savings  Bauk 322  50 

$3,u:jo  ru 
The  income  of  this  Fund  for  charitable  u^ses,  including  sums  not  taken,  is  $412  98. 

(/oinp.  JosiAH  H.  DuuMMOND  again  comes  to  the  front  with  one  of  his  old  time 
R(  pi)rts  on  Correspondence,  wliicii  gladdens  oue's  heart  to  read.  Comp.  Drummond 
m:i!iageH,  by  si-me  hocu^-pocus  which  wc  do  not  underatanil,  to  roiral  more  of  the 
pr  icet'tlings  of  other  Grand  Chapters  than  any  other  reporter.  This  time  he  gives  us 
tid.n.£?:<  from  forty-one  sister  Grand  Bodies,  missing  only  Nebraska  and  Rhode  Islund. 
He  says  :  •'  W<.i  are  accustomed  not  to  hear  from  the  latter,  but  the  former  has  not 
before  failed  us." 

Otir  experience  is  similar.  It  is  so  long  since  we  heard  from  Rhode  I-^land  that 
we  haa  almost  forgotten  that  a  Grand  Chapter  existed  in  that  State.  Indeed,  we 
fear  ihat  Buknham,  of  Rhode  Island,  will  have  to  be  classed  with  CnuBBi'CK,  of 
Nevada,  as  the  great  exponents  of  the  principle  of  non-intercourse.  We  notice  that 
even  Masinachusetts,  which  State  is  situated  relative  to  Rhode  Island  as  California  ia 
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la  Nevada,  ia  her  Report  on  Correspondence  makes  no  mcDtion  of  Rhode  Inland. 
We  hope  tlieir  respective  timnd  Chaplets  will  rake  these  exclaaive.or  laz;  <irand 
BecreUiles  over  the  Masonic  coale,  for  wb  do  Dot  believe  tliat  either  ol  the  Orand 
Bodies  niealianed  desire  (0  be  cut  off  from  cammunication  Willi  their  con  temporaries. 
Comp.  DHV'Minmu's  report  occupies  seveutj-ail  pages  of  Ihe  printed  proceediURS, 
and  is  characterised  by  his  aniial  kindly  and  fraternal  spirit.  CaliforDia  for  1&75 
and  187(1  receives  a  liberal  share  of  hia  atteation.  He  quotes  freely  and  for  the  moat 
part  approvingly  of  onr  reports  of  those  yeara,  although  upnn  some  poinls  he  radically 
di-ssenls  from  our  views.  He  thuH  speaks  of  one  of  out  reporla  on  lows: — 
In  his  review  of  Iowa,  speakinjc  of  tlie  Address  of  Coup.  Bowek.  he  says  :— 
"Usually  Bi)wi;nisriel>t.n]idivhenltie  Right  Iluwer  is  lurned  up,  we  pa^s." 
We  have  studied  a  goi)d  deal  on  lliia.  but  we  ahall  have  to  call  ou  Couip.  WiooiH 
In  person  for  an  explanation ;  he  says  Hebrew  was  omitted  in  the  course  nf  study 
"  in  the  old  pine  board  school  boose  where  we  uradnnted,"  and  that  he  had  foreulten 
mo^l  of  the  lireck  be  ever  knew :  but  he  has  ubvioasly  studied  some  other  language, 
which  a  friend  (o  whom  we  applied  for  inluTmulion  xungots  (to  uur  still  deeper  mya- 
tifleatiod)  ia  "Hi-alhen  Chinee."  As  we  proceed  In  biii  review  of  Iowa,  we  find 
many  terma  wbiuh  we  cannot  Sad  in  Worcester  or  Webster,  and  upon  a  rcoewed 
applii'atlun  to  our  friend,  he  rejiliL-d,  "  Try  Hoyle  ; "  but  on  inquiry  at  our  bookstore 
fi>r"Huyle'sDic(iunary,''  Ihe  clerk,  with  a  queer  look  In  bis  eyes,  said,  "  We  don't 
keep  it;  yon  may  find  it  at  the  Sunday  School  Bookstore  ;  "  but  there  nil  were  as 
leooraiit  aa  wc  were  aa  to  the  existence  of  aui^b  a  work.  Al  one  Ktore,  however,  we 
were  lold.  "  We  believe  we  hnvc  seen  llie  work,  bnt  have  not  kept  it  of  late  ;  we 
intend  to  keen  SrnEKua's.  bnt  aoid  our  laat  Copy  yei^tcrday  to  a  gentleman  Roing  to 
Calilornla."  But  to  return  la  Cunip.  Wkjoin  :  The  tirand  High  I'riest  of  luwa  made 
a  dtciaion  which  tbe  Cummittee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  against,  but  which  the 
Grand  Chapter  Rustained  ;  whereupon,  Comp.  W.  aays,  "  So  the  HioM  Bairtr  look 
th  ■  trick."  In  another  place  he  Ka)>.  ■'  The  Ciininiiltce  on  Juriajirudence  pick  up  the 
Itight  ISower  and  'pUy  it  alone  ;'  "  we  Bud  that  the  committee  in  question  conslaled 


We  would  recommend  Comp.  Dklumonu  nut  to  "throw  up  his  hand,"  but  try 
Hoyle  once  more,  and  he  will  receive  light. 

Of  our  review  of  Comp.  YoiTKc'a  report  ha  says  :— 

In  reply  to  Comp.  YoCfo,  upon  the  effect  of  restoration  by  the  Lodge,  he  says ; — 

"  The  Lodge  is  Ihe  founilaiion  of  all  Masonry ;  take  away  the/ountfof  Jon,  and  the 
aujfi'fi/rMrlurp  of  neces»Jty  falls :  restore  the  former,  and  the  luHcr  may  he  again 
raised  by  Ihe  hands  wh:cU  removcii  iL" 

Snhstitole  •'  orignally  bnill  it '"  fur  the  words  "  removed  it,"  and  we  have  the 
whole  matter  in  a  nut-shell.  Bnt  we  hold  that  the  iM-Ige  can  in  no  case  "raise  "  the 
Chci/'fer  superstructure.  Either  restoring  the  foandation  restores  the  auperatructnre, 
or  else  it  can  be  restored  only  by  the  bunds  wliloh  were  eampeteut  to  raise  it  In  (be 
first  pi  ME.  But  as  resloilni;  the /ouU'fitriMii  does  not  mlon  Ihe  supersli  ucture,  tlie 
only  seu.~ible  view  ia  (as  we  think),  that  when  liie  louudatiun  Is  restured.  thuse  who 
kiiiiw  huv  to  raise  the  supersttuciure,  and  who  alone  can  du  il,  may  raisi'  it  ou  Ihe 
resturvd  foundation. 

We  accept  the  amendment. 

Again,  he  says: — 

He  claima  that  tbe  decision  of  the  f^eneral  Rraitd  High  Priest,  that  a  Chapter  un- 
der diapeiiialion.  under  the  CouilitDlioD  of  the  General  llrand  Chapter,  has  no  power 
of  discipline  over  its  members,  was  erroneous.  We  have  no  duubt  that  he  expressed 
this  opinion  without  having  examined  the  (.'onslitution  of  tlie  General  II  rand  Chapter 
Upon  this  subject,  or  the  form  of  dispcnsutiun  issued  by  it :  and  we  have  equally  as 
little  doubt  that  if  he  had  done  so  he  would  have  sustained  tbs  decision. 

But  as  he  says  that  his  pusilion  has  been  sustaluod  b;  all  the  repurlera  who  have 
noticed  the  qncrtioa  at  issue,  we  propose  to  dfsenss  (he  queallun  souiewliat. 

Budies  under  dispennation  have  the  powers  given  lo  them  Id  the  dispensation,  or 
the  Kegulaliuns  of  the  liraud  Body  under  whose  authority  it  is  issued.  In  many 
Jurlndieliona  the  old  form  of  dispensation  is  still  in  use.    That  form  is,  grunting 

Rower  to  open  the  Budics  and  coufer  degrees  therein.  Such  Bodies  have  no  power 
I  try  otTenses  unless  it  is  given  in  the  Ib-gnlatiuns.  In  support  of  this  we  find  that 
UACKiiy,  Udahles  W.  Hoohi,  Sihomh.  Uxav,  Csarles  a.  FtiLLEB,  LiiuKwooii,  and 
other  writers  on  Masonic  Jurisiirudcnce.  all  agree. 

S;iys  the  "  Tenueasee  Te.xt  Uuok  ;''  "  The  powers  nf  a  Lodge  under  dispensation 
"-e  snub  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  local  regulations  in  force  iu  the  jurisdiction 
ii-reitmay  be  located." 
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**It  cannot  try  or  discipline  the  members  composing  it." — Masonic  Code  of  North 
Carolina, 

Lodges  under  dispensation  "  are  constituted  simply  for  the  purpose  of  making 
Masons  and  conferring  degrees.  They  *  *  *  cannot  try  offenses."— 5/ue  Lodge 
Text  Book  of  Mississippi. 

We  might  cite  numerous  others,  but  the  above  are  sufficient  to  show  what  the  law- 
is  when  not  modified  by  local  regulations.  The  Constitution  of  the  G^'nernl  (Irand 
Chapter  gives  certain  officers  the  power  to  grant  dispensntions  for  new  Chapters, 
and  beyond  that  is  silent.  The  form  of  the  dispensation  is  the  old  form  to  which  we 
have  alluded.  The  law,  as  stated  by  the  authorities  we  have  above  named,  was 
therefore  appiicable  to  the  case  in  which  the  decision  referred  lo  was  made. 

Practically  recognizing  this,  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Chapter  of  California  place  their  subordinates  under  dif«pensntion  on  the  Fame  level 
with  chartered  subordinates  in  this  respect.  We  believe  this  legislation  is  right ; 
but  the  fact  that  it  is  right  does  not  make  it  law  in  the  absence  of  legislation.  We 
should  remark,  also,  that  other  Grand  Lodges  and  (irand  Chapters  have  expressly 
adopted  the  same  law  ;  and  this  fact  undoubtedly  gives  the  solution  of  the  concur- 
rence of  other  reporters  with  Comp.  Wiggin. 

We  notice  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  last  Triennial  Conclave,  prac- 
tically acknowledged  the  soundness  of  our  position  by  adopting  a  resolution,  giving 
to  Chapters  under  dispensation  all  that  we  claimed  they  were  entitled  to. 

In  reply  to  Comp.  Lewis,  of  Connecticut,  who  says:  *•  There  is  not  a  word  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  or  of  any  other  Grand  Lodge  that 
we  ever  perosed,  conferring  authority  uDon  the  Grand  Master  to  issue  dispensations," 
Comp.  Dkummond  saj's : — 

Comp.  Lewis  cannot  have  perused  the  Constitutions  of  many  of  our  Grand  TiOdges, 
for  those  of  Alabama,  Arkansss,  California,  Colorado.  Delaware.  Florida.  Georgia, 
Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  fowa,  Kentucky  Loui."«iana,  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Michljriin,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hamjishire,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Oregon,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas.  Utah, 
Washington  and  Wisconsin  expressly  cunfer  the  authority  upon  the  Grand  Muster  to 
issue  dispensations;  and  tho!?e  of  Cosnfcticut,  Kansas,  Mimtana,  Vermont  and 
Wyoming,  while  they  do  not  affirmatively  confer  such  authority  upon  the  (J rand 
Master,  prescribe  the  conditions  upon  yrh'ich  alone  he  can  exeicise  xL  If  it  is  a  pre- 
rogative of  the  (Jrand  Master,  what  right  have  (»rand  Lodges  to  limit  it  by  c.'»ndition«, 
as  almost,  if  not  quite,  all  the  Grarul  Lodges  have  done.'  We  cannot  tell  what  the 
provision  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  L(»dges  not  named  is,  for  the  examination 
of  these  named  used  up  half  a  day,  and  we  had  no  time  to  examine  the  others.  Flow- 
ever,  we  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  granting  of  a  dispensation  is  a  prerogative  of 
the  (»rand  Master;  but  we  hold  that  it  is  equally  the  prerogative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  institute  subordinates  by  either  disj>ensation  or  charter,  or  to  authorize  the 
Grand  Master  to  do  it  in  its  behalf;  and  it  can  give  to  all  the  Lodcres,  to  which  dis- 
pensations are  granted  by  its  authority,  such  powers  and  privileges  as  it  sees  fit, 
within  the  limits  of  those  possessed  by  chartered  Lodges.  In  the  extract  to  which 
he  refers,  the  idea  is  not  clearly  stated*;  it  was  intended  to  assert  that  it  had  been 
assumed  that  the  granting  of  snch  dispensations  was  the  sole  prerogative  of  the 
Grand  Master,  while  in  fact  almost  all  are  now  granted  under  the  authority  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  subject  to  the  conditions  imposed  by  it. 

We  had  a  tilt  with  Comp.  Lkwis  on  this  question  in  our  last  report,  wherein  we 
expressed  substantially  the  same  views  as  are  taken  by  Comp.  Drummond. 

In  his  review  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Comp.  Dkummond  expresses  our  senti- 
ments upon  several  questions  which  have  received  our  attention  in  former  reports, 
lu  speaking  of  Comp.  MAcrjuoTTY's  Report,  he  says  : — 

He  insists  that  only  a  Past  King  or  Scribe  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  High  Priest, 
as  these  officers  correspond  with  the  Wardens  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  as  in  the 
absence  of  express  enactment,  the  laws  of  the  Blue  Lodge  arc  binding  in  the  Chapter. 
We  do  not  assent  to  either  of  the^^e  propositions,  to  the  extent  stated  by  him.  The 
organizati(m  of  a  Chapter  Is  so  different  from  that  of  a  Lodge,  that  we  cannot  thu§ 
compare  on^  with  the  other.  In  the  Lodge,  the  Master  is  the  Supreme  authority  ; 
in  the  Chapter,  the  High  Priest  is  not,  but  the  Council  is;  and  the  Council  is  m'»de 
up  of  the' High  Priest.  King  and  Scribe.  In  the  Lodge,  this  pre-requisite  is  a  matter 
of  arbitrary  enactment :  and  such  laws  are  in  force  in  the  Chapter  only  when  ex- 
pressly enacted. 

He  favors  the  Chapter  Burial  Service,  and  claims  that  there  is  as  much  pro- 
priety in  having  one  as  there  is  in  having  a  Templar  Burial  Service.    We  do  not 
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aBsent  to  this  ;  the  Chapter  service  can  necessarily  introdace  no  principle  not  in  the 
Lodge  service.  The  Templar  service  can  be  justified  only  upon  the  ground  that  it  is 
not  a  Jfasonic  service,  but  a  Christian  service.  There  is,  therefore,  a  broad  dis- 
tinction between  the  two. 

We  are  surprised  to  find  that  he  holds  that  '•  within  the  portals  of  a  Masonic  body, 
or  the  columns  of  a  Report  on  Correspondence  is  not  the  place"  *•  to  combat  the  evils 
of  intemperance."  The  adoption  of  a  particular  method  of  doing  this  may  not  be 
proper ;  but  certainly  intemperance  is  a  crime  against  Masonry,  which  we  are  bound 
to  *' combat"  continually,  as  long  as  it  shall  exist  among  us. 

He  also  insists  that  every  Miisonic  Body  Fhould  be  *'  closed"  at  the  conclusion  of 
every  session.  We  should  regret  to  have  the  labors  of  our  Grand  Chapter  in  Annual 
Convocation  untimely  cut  oflf  at  the  end  of  the  first  day  ;  for  if  it  should  be  closed^  it 
could  meet  again  It-gaUy  only  by  calling  a  special  meeting.  While  it  is  utterly 
wrong  to  call  ofl'from  one  meeting  to  another,  it  is  entirely  proper  (and  the  ouly  hgal 
method)  to  call  off  from  ont  session  to  another,  until  the  business  of  the  meeting  is 
finished,  and  then  dose.  In  the  eagerness  to  cure  one  evil,  many  have  gone  to  the 
other  extreme^  and  a  very  foolish  one  also.  He  saj's  that  this  calling  off  from  day  to 
day,  till  the  meeting  is  finished,  is  a  •*  modern  innovation  ;*'  we  beg  his  pardon,  it  is 
not ;  it  is  the  ancient  mode,  while  his  method  is  the  "  modern  innovation,"  and  of  a 
practice  quite  limited  at  that. 

Under  the  head  of  Missouri  he  has  the  following  upon  the  doctrine  of  "  perpetual 
jnrisdiction":— 

Tt  seems  to  be  the  habit  of  the  average  human  to  think  that  what  is  new  to  him  is 
new  to  everybody  else,  although  it  may  have  existed  for  centuries.  And  our  good 
con)])anionB  of  Missouri,  including  Comp.  Gouley,  in  this  matter,  have  "  put  Vieir  foot 
in  it"  (as  he  says),  and  not  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  The  decision  was  in  exact 
accordance  with  the  "  well  established  usages  of  Blue  Masonry,''  and  not  "  outside 
of"  them;  as  it  is  not  without  hundreds  of  precedents,  the  clause,  *'  to  our  knowl- 
edge," was  wisely  used  by  him!  Let  us  see  what  the  "established  usages  of  Blue 
Masonry  "  are  upon  this  subject. 

The  law,  as  decided  by  the  (ieneral  Grand  Chapter,  has  been  the  law  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maine  from  its  formation  in  iS'iO ;  she  received  it  from  her  mother  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  in  which  it  has  existed  from  a  date  earlier  than  we  can 
discover.  * 

We  had  looked  into  the  Constitutions  of  a  large  number  of  the  (irand  Lodges,  with 
the  intention  of  examining  them  all  and  giving  an  abstract  of  their  provisiims  upon 
this  subject;  but,  for  a  reason  to  be  given  presently,  we  have  not  carried  out  our 
intention.  To  show,  however,  that  the  Grand  Lodges  generally  have,  or  have  had 
the  "perpetual  jurisdiction"  provision  in  their  Constitutions,  we  give  a  few  speci- 
mens, the  figures  showing  the  edition  of  the  Constitution  referred  to: — 

Alabama  (1S54>,  Georgia  (I806).  Louisiana  (1858).  Maine  (1820),  Massachusetts 
(1817  and  before),  New  York  (1872),  Ohio  (1843),  West  Virginia  (1875).  Wisconsin 
(186'.)),  and  Washington  Territory  (1S74).  The.se  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the  pro- 
vision in  question  is  not  confined  to  any  section  of  the  country  or  to  any  particular 
time. 

We  concluded  not  to  go  through  the  Constitutions  of  all  the  Grand  Lodges,  because 
we  found  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouii  formerly  contained 
the  following  provision: — 

"No  applicant  for  initiation  or  membership,  whose  petition  may  have  been 
rejected  by  any  Lodge,  shall  be  initiated  or  received  in  any  other  Lod*je.^^ 

This  is  the  doctrine  of  "  perpetual  jurisdiction  "  in  its  severest  f(»rm,  for  it  dops  not 
allow  another  Lodge  to  receive  the  petition  of  a  rejected  candidate,  ecen  uni/i  Vie 
consent  of  the  rejecting  Lodge, 

This  continued  to  be  the  law  of  that  Grand  Lodge  until  18G6,  when  the  present 
provision,  continuinjr  the  jurisdiction  for  one  year  only,  was  first  adopted. 

The  provision  we  have  quoted  is  taken  from  the  edition  of  1853  ;  we  notice  that 
in  the  edition  of  1844  the  clause  "  without  the  consent,"  etc..  is  added. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  doctrine  complained  of  by  our  Missouri  companions  was 
the  law  of  their  Grand  Lodge  for  more  than  tweidy  years  (and  we  do  not  know  how 
much  longer),  while  their  present  law  has  been  in  force  but  ten;  we  subnjit  that  it 
does  not  lie  in  their  mouths  to  say  that  the  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is 
*'  outside  of  the  established  usages  of  Bine  Masonry." 

We  regret  to  see  tlic  '*  vindictivehammer-of-ono*-man  "  argument  used.  So  far  as 
it  has  any  force,  it  is  equally  applicable  against  the  law  requiring  a  unanimous  ballot. 
If  one  old  usage  is  to  be  destroyed  by  such  ar^^uments,  we  shall  soon  have  the 
"  unanimous  ballot"  law  assailed  and  ultimately  overthrown  on  the  same  ground. 

We  think  Comp.  Drummond  has  rather  '*got"  Godlky  on  constitutional  points; 
but  GoiLEY  is  thoroughly  capable  of  taking  care  of  himself. 
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We,  too,  pitched  into  the  doctrine  of  "  perpetual  jariadiction/'  We  did  not  assert 
that  the  doctrine  was  a  novel  one,  but  we  did  style  it  a  crovming  dbmrdiiy,  and  we 
stick  to  it. 

He,  like  other  reporters,  complains  of  Nevada  for  neglect  to  send  her  proceedings, 
and  after  copying  oar  review  of  last  year,  which  we  obtained  by  accident,  he  says : — 

We  have  addressed  Gold  Hill,  but  in  vain;  and  yet  it  would  seem  that  it  should 
not  be  thus,  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada  was  formed  by  our  authority.  We 
have  felt  quite  unpleasantly  that  this  child  of  oars  should  be  so  very  retiring  a?  to 
keep  her  very  existence  concealed  from  her  sisters  and  take  no  notice  whatever  of 
her  godfather !    Perhaps  "  that's  what's  the  matter  !" 

We  never  know  when  to-quit  when  we  get  hold  of  one  of  Comp.  Drummonp's 
reports.  They  are  "  feasts  of  fat  things ;"  but  even  feasts  must  come  to  an  end ;  so, 
thanking  Comp.  Drummokd  for  his  kind  expressions  of  sympathy,  we  will  quote  his 
concluding  remarks  and  bid  him  farewell  until  next  year  : — 

A  comparison  with  the  statistics  of  last  year  shows  that  the  number  of  Chapters 
has  increased  63  ;  the  number  making  returns,  16 ;  the  membership  1868  ;  the  exalta- 
tions, 142  ;  the  admissions  and  restorations.  400  ;  the  dimissions,  54  ;  the  expulsions 
have  decreased  29 ;  the  suspensions  have  increased  355  (including  those  dropped 
from  the  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues) ;  and  the  deaths  have  increased  8.  The  com- 
parison is,  however,  not  accurate,  as  in  our  table  this  year  we  have  some  items 
which  we  did  not  have  last  year:  for  instance,  last  year  we  had  only  the  estimated 
membership  in  Pennsylvania,  while  this  year  we  have  the  accurate  figures  as  to  that, 
as  well  as  the  exaltations,  etc.  The  membership  in  twelce  Grand  Chapters  has  actu- 
ally decreased^  while  the  estimate  for  Pennsylvania  last  year  was  about  one  thousand 
too  large. 

The  general  result  indicates  an  improvement ;  the  increase  of  exaltations  and  of 
admissions  and  restorations,  and  the  smallness  of  the  increase  of  dimisHions,  indi- 
cates prosperity  ;  but,  as  we  have  already  stated,  this  apparent  increase  may  not  be 
real.  The  Chapters  in  many  jurisdictions  are  pruning,  with  unsparing  hand,  the 
barren  as  well  as  rotten  branches,  and  must  soon  get  rid  of  all  those  who  rushed  in 
merely  for  personal  interests  and  have  found  out  their  error;  and  we  may  soon  ex- 
pect to  reach  the  point  of  having  for  members  only  those  who  love  the  institution 
enough  to  perform  their  duties,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  prompt  payment  of 
their  dues. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.    Address :  Portland. 

MARYLAND. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  1876,— the  if.*.  E.'.  Herman  L.  Em- 
mons, Jr.,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  li.'.  E.'.  William  A.  Wentz  being 
Orand  Secretary.  All  the  Grand  Officers  answered  to  the  roll-call,  and  twelve  sub- 
ordinate Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  shows  the  hand  of  the  master-workman  : 
concise  aad  clear,  it  is  nevertheless  sufficiently  diffusive  to  embrace  all  that  was 
required  to  bo  said  upon  local  affairs,  together  with  much  of  general  interest.  He 
says  that  with  two  exceptions  every  Chapter  in  the  State  has  been  visited  either  by 
the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  or  himself;  an  example  which 
might, be  profitably  followed  in  other  jurisdictions.  In  making  these  visitations  he 
adopted  the  plan  of  inviting,  not  only  the  Council,  but  every  permanent  member  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  to  accompany  him,  and  the  result  proved  so  satisfactory  that 
he  recommends  a  continuance  of  the  practice.  He  represents  the  state  of  the  sub- 
ordinate Chapters  to  be  comparatively  prosperous,  although,  owing  to  the  stringency 
of  the  times  and  the  watchful  care  manifested  in  guarding  the  portals,  no  marked 
increase  in  membership  was  exhibited.  On  the  subject  of  special  dispensations  he 
Bays : — 

Only  such  applications  for  dispensations  have  been  granted  as  were  deemed  ex- 
pedient and  would  have  met  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Chapter.    Those  who  permit 
themselves  to  be  swayed  by  dictates  of  friendship  and  good  nature  and  lack  of  ability 
to:|Bay  no,  may  occasionally  abuse  the  power,  but  where  the  necessity  for  action  ex- 
ts,  the  officer  ia  derelict  in  his  duty  who  does  not  grant  the  requisite  dispensation. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  havinf^  approved  the  Representative  Bystem,  he  appointed 
R,\  E,'.  Comp.  Robert  F.  Bower,  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

In  the  case  of  a  Chapter  asking  a  dispensation  to  elect  ofBcers  to  fill  vacancies 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  High  Priest  and  the  permanent  removal  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  King,  he  declined  to  grant  it,  as  the  request  did  not  emanate  from  the 
Scribe,  who  was  an  intelligent  companion  and  entitled  to  preside  in  the  absence  of 
the  High  Priest  and  King. 

A  few  years  ago  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  desiring  to  be  in  accord  with 

the  great  majority  of  sister  Grand  Chapters,  resigned  its  jurisdiction  over  the  Cryptic 

Degrees.    Upon  this  subject  the  Grand  High  Priest  says : — 

I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  this  action  has  resnlted  disas- 
trously to  the  interests  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  but  being  opposed  to 
hasty  legislation,  I  cannot  advi^^e  any  action  in  relation  thereto  at  this  Convocation, 
and  only  refer  to  it  that  every  member  of  the  Grand  Oiiapter  may  give  this  matter 
his  serious  attention  and  be  prepared  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation  to  suggest 
methods  for  a  revival  of  interest  in  these  insLructive  degrees. 

We  hear  complaints  ot  a  lack  of  interest  in  Cryptic  Masonry  from  many  other 
qnarters  beside  Maryland.  In  our  own  State  the  Order  is  in  a  lamentably  dormant 
condition,  and  needs  some  powerful  remedy  to  resuscitate  it.  What  that  remedy 
should  be  we  are  not  prepared  to  ^ay,  but  we  are  sometimes  inclined  to  believe  that 
these  degrees  should  be  surrendered  to  the  Chapters,  where  we  think  they  properly 
belong. 

They  have  a  queer  custom  of  voting  in  Maryland,  which  is  thus  commented  upon 
by  the  Grand  High  Priest : — 

I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  onr  system  of  voting. 
Under  the  provi.sioua  of  our  Constitution  every  Past  High  Priest  is  entitled  to  an  indi- 
vidual vote.  The  three  Representatives  of  a  Chapter  are  entitled  to  only  one  vote 
collectively;  one  Past  High  Priest,  therefore,  who  may  not  have  seen  the  inside  of 
his  Chapter  for  months,  is  more  potent  as  a  voter  than  the  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter, 
and  can  tie  the  vote  of  all  three  of  its  Representatives.  If  it  be  urged  that  Past  High 
Priests  are  as  a  rule,  from  their  experience,  better  posted  as  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Royal  Craft  than  new  and  untried  Representatives,  the  answer  is  two-fold  :  First, 
Representatives  coming  fresh  from  their  cMiapter  understand  its  wants  and  are  more 
fully  prepared  to  reflect  its  sentiments.  Second,  no  danger  can  possibly  result  to 
the  Royal  Craft  at  large  from  allowing  the  Representatives  an  individual  Vote,  as  in 
nearly  every  Chapter  the  Past  High  Priests  outnumber  the  Representatives,  and  this 
disproportion  must  inevitably  become  greater  as  the  years  glide  by  ;  so  long,  there- 
fore, as  our  rule  is  to  allow  every  Past  High  Priest  an  individual  vote,  it  seems  only 
just  that  every  member  of  the  (irand  Chapter  should  be  entitled  to  an  individual 
vote.  As  to  whether  the  provision  in  our  Constitution  allowing  Past  High  Priests  to 
be  members  of  and  vote  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  conflicts  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
General  (irand  Chapter,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  decide,  as  that  question  will 
come  before  the  latter  tribunal  next  year. 

In  this  jurisdiction  the  Past  High  Priests  of  each  Chapter  have  but  one  vote  col- 
lectively, which  is  cast  as  a  majority  of  them  may  determine.  If  there  be  but  one 
Past  High  Priest,  he  casts  the  votes  as  he  pleases ;  but  if  there  be  two,  or  any  other 
even  number,  and  they  are  equally  divided  in  opinion,  they  play  a  game  of  "  Pedro  -' 
or  *'  Seven-Up''  to  decide  the  question.  Each  Chapter  is  entitled  to  four  votes  if  it 
have  a  Past  High  Priest ;  if  not,  to  but  three.  The  High  Priest,  if  the  King  and 
Scribe  be  absent,  may  cast  all  four  votes,  provided  he  be  a  Past  High  Priest.  Or 
the  votes  may  be  cast  by  a  Representative,  elected  by  the  Chapter  at  a  stated  meeting* 

Under  the  head  of  "  Centennial,"  we  find  the  following  : — 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  Order  to  bear  true  fealty  to  the 
Oovernment  under  whose  protecting  a[^gis  it  exists,  it  is  but  natural,  during  the  pres- 
ent year,  to  contrast  its  growth  and  development  with  the  wonderful  progress  made 
by  our  Republic  during  the  century  of  existence. 

When  these  United  States  were  first  declared  free  and  independent.  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  in  its  coherent  and  .systematized  form  as  at  present  exemplified,  had  not 
been  established  in  any  part  of  our  broad  land.  Even  Symbolic  Masonry,  whose 
origin  the  most  erndite  antiquarian  fails  to  trace,  was  struggling  to  maintain  that  life. 
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which,  half  a  ceotary  later,  seemed  almost  blotted  oat  nnder  the  asRAulta  of  bigotrj 
and  intolerance  ;  bat  in  the  grand  march  of  progress  which  has  marked  the  epoch  of 
oar  Kepublic,  the  custodians  of  our  mystic  rites  have  proved  no  lacrgards  ;  and  as  the 
result  of  their  earnest,  faithful  and  persistent  labor  of  love,  over  600,000  Master  work- 
men now  unite  in  spreading  the  cement  of  brotherly  love  and  affection,  and  over 
135,000  Royal  Craftsmen  have  earned  the  proud  title  of  "  workmen  who  need  not  be 
ashamed,"  and  from  being  a  mark  of  suspicion,  aversion  and  distrust,  the  title  of 
'*  Freemason"  is  but  a  synonym  of  "  honorable  gentlemen.'*  and  so  general  is  the 
desire  for  membership  in  onr  ancient  and  honorable  institution,  that  our  best  efforts 
are  required  to  select  from  the  material  offered  such  ashlars  as  will  stand  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  overseers'  square.  To  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  who  has  become  thoron  ghly 
acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  Urdef  during  the  brief  history  of  our  country,  and 
who  honors  and  reveres  the  sublime  lessons  inculcated  in  our  unwritten  ritual,  nothing 
can  be  more  gratifying  than  the  reasonable  certainty  of  the  rapid  propagation  of 
these  principles,  and  the  consequent  triumph  of  liberal  ideas  and  sound  moral  truths 
over  ignorance  and  superstition. 

He  is  in  favor  of  the  one  term  rule,  and  positively  declined  a  re*election.  That  may 
be  all  very  well  where  there  is  plenty  of  good  material  to  select  from,  and  is  the  rule 
in  California;  bat  we  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  "  When  you  get  a  good  thing,  hold  on 
to  it,''  like  the  countryman,  who,  when  dining  at  a  city  hotel,  refused  to  hare  his  plate 
changed  on  the  ground  that  "  he'd  got  one  clean  plate,  and  he  wasn't  agoin'  to  take 
no  chances." 

A  good  idea  was  carried  into  effect  by  procuring  an  album  In  which  to  preserve 
the  photographs  of  the  Grand  Officers.  Such  a  work  must  in  the  future  prove  a 
valuable  record  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  a  source  of  pleasure  to 
those  who  may  gather  around  the  altar  years  hence,  when  those  who  now  compose 
the  Chapter  shall  have  passed  the  vails  of  the  Celestial  Sanctuary. 

The  committee  upon  reprinting  the  proceedings  reported  the  job  too  costly  in 
view  of  the  present  hard  times ;  that  the  Grand  Chapter  was  out  of  debt,  and  the 
best  thing  to  be  done  was  to  keep  out. 

The  long  and  faithful  services  of  the  Grand  Secretary  were  recognized  by  the 
appropriation  of  one  hundred  dollars  as  an  extra  compensation.  Grand  Secretaries 
are  not  often  in  such  good  luck. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Edwabp  T.  Schultz, 
and  is  an  exceptionally  good  one.  He  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty-six  Grand 
Chapters  in  a  thorough,  courteous,  and  exhaustive  manner.  He  takes  occasion  to 
**  pitch  into  "  some  of  the  ideas  expressed  in  our  last  report,  in  a  pleasant  way,  which 
is  quite  soothing  to  an  old  *'  Pachyderm  "  whose  hide  has  for  years  been  scarified  by 
the  pens  of  such  fellows  as  Corson,  Henderson,  Goulet,  Lewis,  et  id  omne  genus. 
He  first  goes  for  us  upon  the  old  question  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and 
upon  this  subject  he  discourses  as  follows  : — 

It  is  a  settled  and  well  acknowledged  principle,  that  no  Mason  can  be  deprived 
of  any  of  the  rights,  privileges,  or  benefits  of  Masonry  without  previounlv  having 
had  charges  regularly  preferred  and  proven  against  him.  Any  By-Law  of  Lodge  or 
Chapter  which  declares  a  member,  in  arrears  for  dues,  suspended  or  expelled  from 
Buch  privileges,  is,  to  our  mind,  clearly  unmasonic.  In  our  opinion,  the  true  courso 
is  dropping  from  the  roll  of  membership,  thus  making  for  the  time  being  nonaflili- 
ates ;  when  the  dues  arc  paid  the  cause  has  been  removed,  and  restonition  should 
follow  without  any  further  action  whatever.  The  dropping  from  the  roll,  however, 
shoald  only  occur  after  the  failure  to  respond  to  a  proper  notice  previously  given  to 
appear  and  show  cause  why  such  action  should  not  be  had.  This  was  formerly  the 
rnle  in  both  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  we  regret  it  is  not  so  at 
present,  as  we  have  never  heard  of  any  better  regulation  proposed  upon  this  most 
vexed  question. 

Our  ideas  have  been  so  often  expressed  upon  fhis  question  that  we  do  not  feel  like 
going  into  any  further  argument  upon  the  subject.  We  have  tried  the  experiment  in 
California  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues.  It  has  worked  admirably,  and  we 
have  no  wish  to  change. 

He  qnotea  the  following  from  onr  report  relative  to  Chapters  under  dispensa- 
tion:— 
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We  have  always  held,  and  still  hold,  that  a  Chapter  ander  dispensation  poswsses 
all  the  ri^hlH  and  powers  of  a  chartered  Chapter,  except  the  right  to  elect  its  officers 
and  to  representation  in  the  Grand  Chapter.  If  they  have  the  right  to  receive  peti- 
tions, confer  degrees,  and  affiliate  members,  why  have  they  not  the  right  to  discharge 
them?" 

To  which  he  replies  as  follows  :— 

Now  we  hold  a  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter,  is  an  anthority 
given  by  the  (irand  High  Priest  to  certain  companions  named  therein  to  congregate 
and  to  confer  the  decrees  upon  proper  applicants  and  nothing  more ;  it  does  not 
grant  authority  to  affiliate  or  discharge  members.  The  Grand  High  Priest  can,  at 
any  time,  recall  the  dispensation,  and  he  alnne  can  permit  a  withdrawal  of  any  of  the 
original  petitioners  for  the  dispeni^ation.  The  dispensation  has  force  no  further  than 
the  succeeding  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter;  the  moment  it  is  reported  all 
authority  under  it  ceases,  and  unless  a  charter  be  granted  or  the  dispensation  renewed 
it  becomes  void. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  triennial  Convocation  decided  the  question, 
by  giving  to  Chapters  under  dispensation  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  a  chartered 
Chapter  except  as  stated  above,  the  right  to  elect  its  officers  and  to  representation 
in  the  Grand  Chapter. 

He  believes  in  the  Texas  rnle,  of  allowing  visitors  to  vote  upon  applications  for 
degree?,  but  upon  this  point  we  can  never  agree. 

In  his  review  of  Georgia  he  says : — 

He  decided  "  that  non-affiliated  Blue  Lodge  Masons"  can  hold  membership  in  the 
Chapter,  and  we  think  very  properly ;  many  who  have  taken  the  degrees  in  the  Lodge, 
Chapter,  and  Comraandery,  finding  themselves  unable  to  keep  up  membership  in  all, 
Helect  sr)nie  one  branch  iu  which  to  hold  it;  it  would  be  rank  injustice  to  prevent  a 
brother  from  retaining  membership  in  the  one  of  his  choice  because  unable  to  pay 
dues  in  ail. 

We  believe  a  Mason's  first  duty  is  to  his  Lodge,  the  foundation  and  ground-work  of 
all  Masonry,  and  where  all  the  real  work  of  Masonry  is  done,  then,  if  he  can  afford 
the  luxury  of  Chapter,  Council,  or  Commandery,  well  and  good.  If  he  can  pay  dues 
in  but  one,  the  Lodge  has  a  claim  upon  him  which  he  cannot  properly  ignore. 

There  are  many  other  matters  in  this  excellent  report  that  we  would  gladly  notice 
had  we  time  and  space,  but  we  must  forbear. 

The  M.'.  E.',  CuABLRS  F.  Achcy  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B.\  E.\ 
William  A.  Wbntz  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts  held  its  usual  number  of  Convocations 
during  the  year  1S75.  At  a  Quarterly  Convocation  held  March  ninth  of  that  year,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  in  adopting  the  system  of  representation,  this  Grand  Chapter  will 
adhere  to  the  rule  not  to  appoint  or  receive  any  companion  as  Representative  unless 
he  shall  have  attained  the  rank  of  High  Priest,  or  is  a  member  of  his  respective 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  (irand  High  Priest  announced  the  death  of  the  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Gsoroe 
S.  NoYKs,  and  delivered  an  eloquent  eulogy  upon  his  life  and  character,  at  the  close 
of  which  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  was  donated  to  his  widow  and  children. 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Boston  on  the  seventh  day  of 
December,  1«75,— the  M.'.  E,\  John  W.  Dadmi'n,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the 
B.'.  E.'.  Zei'h.  H.  Thomas,  Jr.,  being  Grand  Secretary.  All  the  Grand  Officers  and  a 
large  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers  were  present,  and  forty-two  subordinate  Chap- 
ters were  represented. 

The  work  in  the  several  degrees  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  exemplified  by  the 
Grand  Lecturer  and  his  assistants,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  they  were  highly  com- 
plimented by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  who  stated  that  it  was  the  best  exemplification 
of  the  work  and  lectures  that  he  had  ever  known.  One  dispensation  was  granted 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter. 
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The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  principally  cooflned  to  matters  of  local 
interest,  but,  as  the  venerable  Comp.  Winblow  Lewis  was  widely  known  among 
the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  nniversally  esteemed  wherever  known,  we  qaote  his 
remarks  in  memoriam : — 

The  death  rate,  as  exhibited  by  the  statistics,  forcibly  reminds  us  that  death,  the 
great  leveler  of  human  frreatness,  has  been  constantly  thinning  our  ranks.  Among 
the  departed  is  one  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  throncrhout  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity. I  allude  to  Dr.  VVinslow  Lewis,  who  had  been  a  Mason  for  forty-four  years, 
and  whose  Masonic  record  stands  among  the  most  brilliant  that  can  be  found  on  the 

Sages  of  history.  His  first  impressions  of  our  institution  were  received  in  anti- 
[asonic  times,  and  in  a  way  that  strikingly  illustrates  the  stern  integrity  of  his  char- 
acter. In  1830  he  attended  a  pretended  exposure  of  Masonry  by  a  notorious  apos- 
tate named  Avery  Allyn.  He  saw  what  purported  to  be  the  representation  of  the 
Templar's  degree,  and,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  exhibition,  turned  his  back  with 
utter  disgust  upon  the  perjurer  who  could  so  ahamefaliy  betray  his  trust  and  bur- 
lesque such  noble  and  glorious  principles. 

He  immediately  applied  to  Columbian  Lodge  for  the  degrees  and  was  accepted, 
and  on  February  3d,  1831,  he  was  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason.  He 
advanced  rapidly  to  the  highest  posts  of  honor  in  nearly  every  branch  of  the  Order. 
In  1849  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

As  a  scholar,  it  is  suflScient  to  say  that  Companion  Lewis  was  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard University  ;  as  a  surgeon,  he  stood  among  the  first  of  his  profesi^ion  ;  as  a  man 
and  a  gentleman,  he  was  kind,  affable  and  remarkably  cheerful  aud  gifted  in  social 
conversation  ;  and  as  a  Mason  he  commanded  the  love  and  respect  of  a  larger  circle 
of  acquaintance,  in  whose  afifections  he  will  live  while  memory  shall  last. 

Bo  death  has  deprived  us  of  another  jewel.  At  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six 
years  he  passed  away  like  a  shock  of  corn,  fully  ripe  and  ready  for  the  garner. 
While  we  admire,  may  we  also  imitate  his  many  virtues. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Comp.  Alered  P.  Cbapman, 
and,  like  all  the  papers  which  issue  from  his  pen,  is  a  model  of  its  kind.  The  trans- 
actions of  forty  Grand  Chapters  are  ably  and  exhaustively  reviewed  ;  among  them, 
California  for  1875.  The  Address  of  Comp.  January  is  complimented  by  saying  that 
it  shows  that  the  companion  is  not  by  any  means  as  cold  as  his  name  indicates.  We 
of  California  indorse  that  sentiment  without  a  dissenting  voice.  His  comments  upon 
our  report  are  so  complimentary  that  we  fear  we  shall  incur  the  charge  of  egotism 
by  repeating  them,  and  we  would  not  do  bo  were  others  not  complimented  with  our- 
self.    He  says : — 

And  now  it  appears  that  this  same  Secretary,  Charles  Louis  Wiooin,  report*  for 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  ;  it  is  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  Grand 
Chapter ;  they  have  it  in  print,  and  can  alter,  amend  or  reject  it,  if  they  choose— but 
they  put  it  into  their  proceedings— it  is  not  tacked  on,  as  an  afterthought.  The  com- 
panions there  know  when  they  have  agoodyind.  and  Wiqgis pans  out  vreW  ;  therefore, 
we  look  this  repqrt  over  now,  and  take  up  further  business  at  its  conclusion,  as  they  did. 
There  are  ninety-five  pages  of  report  honestly  printed,  "  no  fat,"  for  printer  Eastman  ; 
our  printer  would  make  one  hundred  and  forty  pages  of  it.  and  then  think  that  he 
merited  more  pay ;  but  the  California  companions  seem  bound  to  render  service,  and 
they  take  to  the  work  of  Masonry  earnestly  and  faithfully. 

The  more  we  look  this  report  over,  the  less  we  know  where  to  begin  or  where  to 
leave  off.  Read  it,  you  who  can  ;  if  you  do  not  own  a  copy,  borrow  one,  and  "  pass 
it  to  your  next  brother." 

On  the  question  of  non-affiliation,  he  says  :— 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  however,  to  refer  to  the  question  of  non-affiliation.  "  The 
Grand  Lodgo  of  California  has  decreed  the  non-payment  of  does  to  be  a  Masonic  mis- 
demeanor." Such  a  law  is  not  in  force  in  onr  jurisdiction,  but  it  is  a  question  for 
■erious  consideration,  whether  the  general  state  of  Masonry  would  not  be  more  per- 
manent and  more  healthy,  if  affiliation  and  the  payment  of  dues  should  be  made  pre- 
requisite to  advancement  from  one  grade  to  another  in  Masonry,  and  ^everywhere 
enforced. 

No  Mason  is  under  obligation  to  become  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  then  a  Knight 
Tomplar— it  is  his  choice,  and  should  be  of  his  own  free  will.  The  Chapter  degrees 
and  Templar  Orders  are  expensive— they  may  be  called  a  Masonic  luxury  ;  and  if  a 
brother  can  not  aflTord  to  support  his  family,  and  bear  the  burdens  of  Lodge  mem- 
bership, he  should  not  be  encouraged  to  go  further  until  he  ceases  to  be  a^^drone. 
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We  do  not  believe  in  ignorino;  the  Lodge  for  the  Chapter,  nor  in  making  the  Chapter 
a  mere  foot  bridge  to  the  Comraandery.  It  Rometimes  pats  honest  Masons  to  the 
blush,  and  whatever  may  be  the  practice  elsewhere,  California  has  pat  a  sharp  check 
upon  it. 

Now,  though  we  permit  an  unaffiliated  Mason  to  take  the  Capitular  degrees,  we 
want  to  know  why  he  is  unaffiliated,  and  it  is  the  business  of  the  committee  who 
report  upon  his  case  to  And  out — he  may  be  so  only  for  the  time  being,  and  will  at 
the  first  t'avorAble  opportunity  take  membership — we  do  not,  however,  hold  any  one 
in  good  standing  in  any  other  grade,  if  he  is  suspended  or  expelled  from  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry  by  Ifiis  Lodge,  or  a  Lodge,  for  any  Lodge  may  try  an 
unaffiliated  sojourning  brother.  When  the  Grand  Lodge  passes  upon  the  action  of 
its  subordinates,  and  sustains  the  verdict  to  suspend  or  expel  from  Masonry — which 
is  quite  a  different  thing  from  membership — an  official  notice  from  the  Grand  Secretary 
to  the  Gliapt^T  or  Cornmandery  interested,  terminates  for  the  time  being  tlie  Masonic 
life  of  the  offending  brother. 

We  have  had  enough  of  such  cases  in  Massachnsetts  in  the  last  dozen  years  to 
establish  the  precedent  here,  if  it  were  not  also  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of 
3Ia«ionry.  But  wlien  unaffiliated  only,  he  is  always  with  us,  under  the  authority  of 
the  law— and  responsible  for  his  conduct  as  a  Mason — the  thing  he  shirks  is  the  pay- 
ment of  the  dues. 

We  are  delighted  to  find  so  able  an  advocate  for  the  theory  for  which  we  have 
so  long  combatted,  and  in  defense  of  which  we  have  broken  many  a  lance  with  our 
brother  reporters ;  but  we  have  said  our  say  upon  the  question,  and  California,  after 
many  years  of  trial,  is  well  sati8fie4  with  her  law  in  that  regard. 

Under  the  head  of  Connecticut  we  note  the  following  : — 

He  ruled  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  a  companion  to  serve  as  King  or  Scribe, 
before  ho  could  bo  installed  High  Priest. 

This  expresses  our  own  views,  and  is  in  harmony  with  the  practice  in  thi^  jurisdic- 
tion— if  we  should  adhere  to  that  old  regulation  so  often  referred  to,  it  would  many 
times  rise  up  to  plague  us — many  a  companion  would  make  a  good  enough  King  or 
Scribe,  but  the  Captain  of  the  Host  or  some  other  subordmate  officer  might  make  a 
far  better  High  Priest  than  either  of  his  superiors,  therefore  we  would  elect  such  a 
one  on  his  merits  and  the  needs  of  the  Chapter.  We  believe  also  in  promotion,  and 
would  never  supplant  a  companion  who  performs  his  work  reasonably'  well,  and  is 
*•  as  well  qualified  for  promotion  "  as  another  ;  as  a  rule,  we  hold  qualification  to  be 
the  only  true  recommendation  for  promotion,  any  office  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

And  it  expresses  our  views  also,  Comp.  Chapman,  although  Comp.  Emmons,  of 
Maryland,  will  hardly  agree  with  us.  We  believe  in  putting  the  best  man  at  the 
helm. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa  we  find  the  following  :— 

He  reported  among  decisions,  that  objection  after  a  brother  has  taken  the  Mark 
Degree  stops  progress : 

**  And  that  the  rule  in  our  State  is  that  a  companion  can  object  to  the  conferring 
of  any  of  the  degrees  at  any  time,  and  that  the  candidate  cannot  proceed  any  further 
until  said  companion  withdraws  his  objection." 

We  have  elsewhere  said  in  substance,  we  hold  the  objections  should  be  heard,  by 
some  one,  in  some  form;  arid  that  the  objector  should  not  be  the  accu-^er,  judge,  and 
jury,  in  such  a  ca^e.  The  candidate  has  acquired  Masonic  rights,  and  it  ought  not  to 
be  allowed,  to  *'  the  vindictive  hammer  of  any  one  man,  to  nail  him  to  the  counter 
for  life,"  the  idea  expressed  by  Comp.  Goulky,  applies  here  with  peculiar  force. 

We  believe  our  California  rule  to  be  about  as  near  correct  upon  this  point  as  it  is 
possible  to  get.  If  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  has  been  elected,  and  before  his 
initiation  an  objection  is  made,  that  objection  has  the  efiect  of  a  black-ball  and  no 
more  ;  it  does  not,  as  is  the  case  in  some  jurisdictions,  stop  the  applicant  until  the 
objection  is  removed,  or  until  the  objector  dies  or  removes  from  the  jurisdiction,  but, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  constitutional  term,  he  may  again  apply;  but  if  the  applicant 
has  received  one  degree,  then,  as  Comp.  Chapman  truly  remarks,  he  has  acquired 
Blasonic  rights  which  cannot  be  abrogated  by  the  ipse  dixit  of  any  one  man  ;  and  the 
objection  must  then  be  referred  to  a  committee  who  shall  inquire  into  the  canse 
thereof}  and  at  the  next  stated  meeting  (unless  farther  time  be  given)  shall  report 
he  on  the  reception  of  sach  report,  if  no  cause  for  the  objection  haa 
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been  assigned,  or  if  the  cause  assigned  be,  in  the  opinion  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  not  a  valid  and  Masonic  one,  the  Chapter  may  confer  the  degree  in  the 
game  manner  as  if  no  objection  had  been  made. 

In  his  review  of  Missouri,  alluding  to  the  report  of  Comp.  Gouley,  he  says : — 

Under  the  head  of  Massachusetts  he  alludes  to  the  death  of  Ciiakles  W.  Moore, 
speaks  well  of  the  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  compliments  Dadhun, 
(omits  the  Rev.),  gives  a  good  hit  at  the  numerous  Masouic  titles,  and  sayn  a  great 
many  good  things,  to  quote  which  will  make  our  report  as  long  as  his.  We  must, 
however,  tell  a  little  story  on  titles  and  Dadmuk.  He  once  visited  a  Council  offi- 
cially, and  was  introduced  by  the  Chairman  of  Committee  as  the  "  Thrice  Illustrious, 
Host  Excellent,  Rev.  Grand  Davmun."    Since  then  John  VV.  has  sickened  on  titles. 

We  regret  to  leave  this  excellent  report,  for  there  are  so  many  good  things  we 
would  like  to  notice  that  our  fingers  tingle  with  a  desire  to  proceed,  but  time  and 
lack  of  space  forbid. 

The  Jtf.'.  E.'.  Alfred  F.  Chapman  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  Rr. 
-E'-'Zeph.  H,  Thomas,  jr.  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Boston. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  held  its  twenty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  January,  1876, — the  M.'.  E.:  John  L. 
Mitchell,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  E.'.  E.\  William  P.  Innes  being 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  well -prepared  paper,  and  reflects 
credit  npon  its  author.  Three  dispensations  to  form  new  Chapters  were  granted 
during  the  year. 

A  large  number  of  decisions  upon  points  of  Masonic  law  were  made,  and  upon 
this  point  the  Grand  High  Priest  says  :— 

During  the  year  I  have  had  all  kinds  of  questions  asked  me,  touching  Ma«(onic 
law  and  regulations,  and  concerning  the  internal  working  of  Chapters.  The  answer 
to  many  of  them  could  be  found  in  works  on  "  Masonic  Jurisprudence,"  many  would 
be  answered  by  the  individual  sense  of  right  and  justice,  while  some  have  required 
extensive  examination  of  the  laws  and  rulings  of  the  (iraiid  Chapter  during  tlie  past 
years.  My  study  on  these  questions  has  developed  this  fact,  that  diverse  and  oppo- 
site decisions  have  been  rendered  by  diiferent  Grand  High  Priesis,  which  have  in 
their  turn  b»en  sustained  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  thus  making  a  conflict  of  laws  in 
our  jurisdi.tion.  It  would  seem  that  the  commiitee  to  whom  these  decisions  have 
been  referred  have  not  given  them  the  time  requisite  for  their  exarnination,  and  the 
Grand  Chapter,  in  adopting  them,  have  done  it  hurriedly  and  more  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  to  the  presiding  officer  than  with  due  deference  to  what  is  Masonic  law  and 
usage.  A  number  of  the  questions  asked  me  have  been  so  clearly  answered  by  the 
printed  law  arid  nsige  that  I  will  not  refer  to  them.  That  those  Ihave  noticed  may 
nave  proper  examination  and  be  approved  or  rejected  by  the  Grand  Chapter  under- 
Btauduigly,  I  have  selected  for  the  Committee  on  lurisprudence,  to  whom  they  will 
be  referred,  companions  who  are  well  versed  in  our  ancient  landmarks  and  the  regu- 
lations ana  usages  of  Capitular  Masonry,  and  have  sent  them  in  advance  a  copy  of 
the  questions  asked,  with  my  answers  thereto. 

The  following  are  the  quc>tions  I  have  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  notice 
here  :— 

Ist  Question. — A  brother  is  elected  to  receive  the  Chapter  degrees.  Before  re- 
ceiving them,  a  companion  who  was  present  at  Uie  election  objects.  Does  it  act  the 
same  as  a  black-ball  ? 

Ane.  By  the  action  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  the  obj<>ction  made  after  a  clear  bal- 
lot is  the  same  as  a  black-ball,  and  the  candidate  must  be  declared  rejected.  ]^y 
own  opinion  is  against  this  decision,  when  the  companion  objecting  was  present  at 
the  balloting,  unless  the  objection  is  based  on  facts  arising  or  coming  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  objector  subsequent  to  the  ballot.  Alter  passing  the  investigation  of  a 
committee  and  the  scrutiny  ol  a  clear  ballot,  the  successlul  candidate  is  entitled  to 
know,  and  answer  if  he  can,  the  objections  made. 

2d  Qne-»tion.  A  brother  has  been  elected  to  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter  and  made 
a  Mark-Master.  Can  a  companion  who  was  present  and  voted  for  the  candidate,  and 
also  present  when  the  Mark  degree  was  conferred,  stop  the  conferring  the  other  de- 
grees, especially  when  there  can  be  nothing  found  against  said  brother  of  any  kind  ? 

Ans.    If  one  degree  has  been  conferred,  the  objection  to  further  advancement 


PBOCEEDIKOa  OF  THE  [April  10, 


must  Cf 

.me  ID  tb 

c  rorm  or  BpcFiflc  cha 

rgexagBinitthera 

ndidale. 

BlOps  fll 

>rk;  if  no  charges  are 

made.  Ihe  High  l>r 

theb.1, 

mice  or  t 

he  denrees. 

Ins 

c^«.«  of  Hh^odIu  dijcrpline  in 

a  Chapter,  a  aumt 

ler  of  qi 

ma  by^. 

he  High 

Hrieal,  besring  on  the 

c»ae,  most  or  whic 

h  are  an 

lie  Tn«la 

1,"  but  I  quota  Ihe  roll 

owing  :— 

MQ 

'Qeslion. 

Onght  1  to  have  ente 

rlaiiied  Ihe  motion 

to  lay  ( 

Ubl«,  V 

If  any  ot! 

ler  motion? 

Ao». 

,     No.     • 

■'our  byUvTH  aaj  "  chnrgen  fbM  be  recei 

ved,"  et 

1th  QiK^'Iion. 

1-1  the  chtrge,  irilh< 

..it.ipnnture..uHic, 

ient! 

Tbech 

iiraes  must  be  autheu 
Should  the  cumuai 

ticalcd  by  a  respon 

Kible  sin 

Sth  Questioti. 

lion  undsr  charRos 

commit 

n  tHklng  tcrfimony  »r 

III  before  the  ChHjii 

He  »lK 

allmeeliiigaof  iliCi 

commiil 

tion  or' 

wiUieiwei 

a,  anil  of  the  Chapter 

when  Ilia  cai^e  ia  on  (rial,  a 

Mion.    U  a  companioD  eligible  to  the 

I'eK.    A  companion  la,  on  the  n'ght  of  hia  exaltation,  eligible  to  any  offlee 
ipter,  and  ahoiihl  ha  be  elected  and  inalalled   H.  P.  in  his  Charier,  be  ii 
Ihe  utBce  of  (1.  H.  P.  of  the  lliand  Chnpter  at  its  next  Cuuv.icntion. 
4tiun.     A  cuinpniilnn  ilimiu  from  the  Chapter  fur  the  purpi^e  or  removal, 
'  liH  mind  ami  wishea  to  reneir  hi«  inerDber^hlp.  but  a  rairlioiia  companion 
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to  clesr  tbeiaselTf  9.  the  election  lo  office  is  declared  vKcnnt,  anil  (he  office  fltlpd  b; 
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Mason,  and  bjbilnginjt  the  charRea  you  admit  the  valliiily  of  the  dimll  and  the  stand- 
ing of  the  companion.  la  direct  answer  to  your  onestinns  :  IkI.  Yon  can  admit  do 
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therein,  bear  the  candidate  elected,  and  then,  without  the  knowledge  of  subsequent 
facts  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the  petitiouer,  interpose  an  objection  to  his 
initiation  ?    We  presume  that  such  a  case  could  scarcely  occur. 

Bui,  Bay  the  committee  in  the  resolution  reported  by  them,  "It  shall  be  the  daty 
of  the  High  Priest  to  reqnire  the  objector  to  file  charges  and  specifications  against 
the  brother."  Where  are  these  charges  to  be  filed  ?  Certainly  not  in  the  Chapter,  for 
the  Chapter  has  no  penal  jurisdiction  over  a  simple  Master  Mason  ;  he  canuot  be  tried 
except  ia  his  Lodge  ;  is  it  the  intention,  then,  for  the  objector  to  prefer  charges 
against  the  petitioner  in  the  Lodge?  We  think  few  would  be  willing  to  do  this  simply 
to  prevent  a  brother  from  becoming  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  We  tiiink  the  safest  and 
best  way  is  to  let  the  law  remain  as  it  was,  and  as  is  the  general  usage,  that  is,  an 
objection  before  initiation,  operates  as  a  black-ball,  or,  as  is  the  case  in  some  jurisdic- 
tions, stops  the  candidate  until  the  objection  is  removed. 

If  the  candidate  has  received  one  degree,  then  we  agree  with  the  proposition  that 
either  charges  should  be  preferred,  or  the  objection  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Chapter  for  a  decision  as  to  its  validity. 

Concurring  in  all  further  of  these  decisions  up  to  number  eleven,  we  must  dissent 
from  that  also. 

In  our  opinion,  the  Chapter  in  which  the  brother  was  elected  to  receive  the 
degrees  had  absolute  jurisdiction  over  him.  By  failing  to  present  himself  within  a 
specified  time  to  receive  the  degrees,  he  may  have  forfeited  all  right  to  receive  them 
under  the  By-Laws ;  but  the  Chapter  had  not  forfeited  its  right  of  jurisdiction  over 
him,  and  could  properly  object  to  his  receiving  the  degrees  in  any  other  Chapter. 

Relative  to  the  thirteenth  question,  we  would  say  that  the  election  of  any  com- 
panion under  such  circumstances  would  be  illegal,  null,  and  void. 

The  By-Laws  plainly  state  that  any  companion  who  is  in  arrears  for  dues  sfiall  be 
excluded  from  voting  and  from  holding  any  office.  The  language  of  the  law  is  not  to 
be  mistaken,  and  its  intent  is  plain.  It  inflicts  a  penalty  for  the  non-payment  of  dues, 
and,  in  our  opinion,  the  High  I'riest  of  the  Chapter  was  perfectly  correct  in  declining 
to  declare  them  elected.  The  Grand  High  Priest  will,  no  doubt,  experience  a  sensa- 
tion of  relief  when  he  is  informed  that  we  concur  in  the  remaining  decisions. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  do  not  believe  in  the  representative  system,  and 
the  Grand  High  Priest  having  received  a  communication  from  G.  L.  of  the  G.  R.  A.  0. 
of  Canada,  whatever  that  may  be,  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  representative, 
declined  the  honor.    He  says:— 

I  have  and  do  consider  this  mode  of  representation  between  grand  bodies  an 
empty  form,  resulting  in  no  good  to  representative  or  bodies  represented.  We 
should  be  glad  to  receive  the  M.  ^.  G.  Z.  of  our  sister  jurisdiction  on  tlie  other  side 
of  the  rivnr,  or  his  direct  representative,  or  from  any  of  the  thirty-eight  Grand  Juris- 
dictions with  whom  we  are  in  correspondence,  and  we  can  assure  them  a  right  royal 
welcome  if  they  will  come  and  see  us,  but  why  give  the  empty  honor,  if  honor  there 
be,  10  one  who  never  has  and  probably  never  will  visit  os.  I  declined  recommend- 
ing the  appointment  to  any  one  here,  and  of  course  could  make  no  appointment 
abroad. 

We  have  only  to  say  that  nearly  every  jurisdiction  in  the  United  States  has 
adopted  the  system,  and  if  it  has  accomplished  no  good,  it  certainly  has  done  no 
harm.  If  companions  prize  these  honors,  even  though  they  may  be  "  empty,"  what 
harm  can  arise  from  bestowing  them  ? 

In  concluding  his  able  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  says : — 

Looking  back  over  this  century  of  the  American  Royal  Arch,  we  can  but  mark  the 
change  that  has  been  wrought.  Then,  introduced  for  the  first  time  in  the  new  world, 
strusKlinK  for  ^  national  existence  as  the  people  were  through  their  seven  years  of 
warifiire,  our  Masonic  fathers  must  have  held  in  almost  sacred  veneration  the  princi- 
ples of  an  institution  which  they  were  trying  to  plant  and  nurture  in  a  soil  and  period 
that  seemed  so  unpropitious;  yet  with  a  heroism  worthy  of  the  men  and  times  they 
wrought  and  conquered.  Not  then  as  to-day  did  they  meet  in  pleasant  halls,  near 
their  own  homes,  with  all  the  paraphernalia  of  our  Order  to  add  interest  to  the  work, 
but  where  nine  or  more  could  meet,  coming  from  long  distance,  with  the  symbolio 


1877.] 


GRAND  GHAPTEB  OF  CALIFORNIA.  229 


tools  of  the  Craft,  they  reared  the  Arch.  And  now  after  the  passage  of  a  ceptnry, 
when  even  the  names  of  those  worthv  men  are  almost  unknown,  we  hold  iii  high 
veneration  the  work  they  accomplished. 

Time  will  not  permit,  even  were  this  the  place,  to  follow  the  growth  of  the  Order 
which  has  taken  place  in  this  first  century  of  its  life. 

Tlie  infant  of  1776  has  become  the  giant  of  1876,  and  its  strong  arms  reach  ont 
covering  the  earth.  If  we  have  a  mission  to  fulfill,  a  Masonic  duty  to  accomplish,  it 
is  that  we  send  it  forward  to  our  successors  with  t^e  same  scrupulous  purity  thai  we 
received  it,  that  those  who  fill  our  places  in  1976  may  have  no  cause  to  regret  that 
oar  hands  assisted  in  rearing  the  Temple  of  our  Holy  Royal  Arch. 

An  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  the  Orand  Secretary, 
Comp.  William  P.  Innes,  in  which  he  reviews  the  transactions  of  twenty-eight  Grand 
Chapters,  California  for  1875,  included.  He  quotes  liberally  from  the  address  of 
Comp.  Januabt  and  from  our  report  of  that  year.  He  does  not  approve  of  the 
amendment  to  our  Constitution  which  places  the  appointment  of  the  subordinate 
officers  of  the  Chapter  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  instead  oi  electing  them  by  ballot 
as  formerly.    It  was  done  in  order  to  insure  efficiency  in  the  subordinate  positions.. 

The  large  majority  of  the  members  of  a  Chapter  attend  its  meetings  only  once-  oir 
twice  a  year,  and  are  by  no  means  so  well  qualified  to  judge  as  to  who  shall  fill  the* 
position  of  Captain  of  the  Host,  Principal  Sojourner,  etc.,  as  the  Council,  who,  being' 
always  present,  know  the  best  men  to  fill  these  important  positions. 

On  the  representative  question,  we  leave  Comp.  Innes  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
CoBSON,  who  is  perfectly  competent  to  deal  with  all  such  unbelievers. 

The  Jf.'.  W.\  William  Brown  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  E.\  E.', 
William  P.  Innes  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Grand  Rapids. 

MINNESOTA. 

Tlie  fifteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota  was  held 
In  the  city  of  St  Paul  on  the  tenth  day  of  October,  1876,— the  M,\  K.\  Samuel  J. 
Prentiss,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Twenty-three  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  prefaced  a  very  excellent  Address  by  an  appropriate 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  two  companions  who  had  been  summoned  to  appear  within 
the  vails  of  the  celestial  tabernacle. 

One  dispensation  was  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter^  and  one  peti- 
tion for  a  dispensation  was  denied,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  good  policy  to  insti- 
tute new  Chapters  nnless  there  should  be  an  urgent  necessity,  which  in  this  case  wa» 
not  apparent.    We  concnr. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  :— 

Question.  Is  the  use  of  substitutes  in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree  lawful 
and  right? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  law  forbidding  their  use.  I  believe  the  Chapter  is  the 
best  judge  as  to  when  it  would  be  right  to  use  them.  Any  companion  may  be  ex- 
alted again  without  harm. 

Question.  A  companion  applies  for  a  dimit ;  it  is  granted,  but  before  it  is  deliv- 
ered to  him  he  withdraws  his  request.    What  is  his  standing  ? 

Answer.  The  companion  stands  dimitted  from  the  Chapter.  The  action  in 
granting  the  dimit  was  final.  The  certificate  of  the  Secretary  is  only  the  written 
evidence  of  such  action. 

Question.  A  brother  petitions  to  the  Chapter  and  is  rejected.  Six  months  after, 
the  three  principal  officers  give  him  permission  to  petition  to  the  next  nearest  Chap- 
ter.   Was  the  action  of  the  officers  lawful  or  right  r 

Answer.    It  was*.    (See  Bv-Laws,  Title  4,  Section  3.) 

Question.  Has  the  King  the  authority  and  legal  right  to  call  spechil  meetings  of 
the  Chapter  for  work  in  either  of  the  Chapter  degrees  ? 

Answer.    He  has,  in  the  absence  of  the  H.  P. 

The  Committee  on  Jnriapradence,  to  whom  these  deciaions  were  referred,  report 
as  follows :~ 
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To  the  5th  question— A  brother  petitions  to  the  Chapter  and  is  rejected.  Six 
months  atler  the  three  principal  officers  give  him  permission  to  petition  to  the  next 
nearest  Chapter.    Was  the  action  of  the  officers  right? 

He  answers,  "It  was."  In  this  decision  we  cannot  concur,  believing  it  to  be  a 
departure  from  universally  accepted  law  of  Masonry  in  the  matter  of  jurisdiction. 
We  do  not  believe  in  the  "  eternal  jurisdiction  '*  law  which  some  Grand  Bodies  have 
enacted — that  a  subordinate  body  having  once  rejected  a  candidate  has  forever  after- 
wards  and  everywhere  a  claim  on  that  rejected  material  which  no  one  else  must 
question  or  meddle  with ;  but  we  do  believe  that  a  rejected  candidate  so  long  aa 
be  remains  within  the  local  jurisdiction  of  the  body  is  unquestionably  held  to  be 
**  material "  belonging  to  the  body  that  rejected  him,  and  where  there  is  no  concur- 
rent iurisdictiun  of  two  or  more  bodies  he  must  ever  remain  so. 

We  believe  our  Grand  High  Priest  has  decided  in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  the 
By-Law,  Title  4,  sec.  3,  to  which  he  refers  as  the  authority  for  his  decision,  but  not 
with  the  intent  of  that  provision,  which  we  believe  was  simpiv  to  sanction  the  usage 
that  generally  prevails  where  one  Lodge  or  Chapter  courteously  waives  its  right  over 
a  candidate,  or  requests  a  sister  Lodge  or  Chapter  to  perform  the  work  in  its  behalf. 
If,  when  a  Chapter  has  rejected  material  as  unworthy  and  thrown  it  over  among  the 
rubbish,  a  sister  Chapter  is  permitted  to  pick  it  up  and  polish  it  into  a  Corner  Stone 
or  Key  Stone  for  our  Mystic  Temple  and  that  simply  by  permission  of  the  three 
principal  officers  of  the  Chapter,  of  what  value  or  importance  is  the  old  landmark  of 
the  secret  unquestioned  ballot? 

With  a  desire  to  secure  to  every  companion  the  right  guaranteed  to  him  by  the 
landmarks  of  Masonry  of  a  free  unquestioned  ballot,  and  that  he  may  not  be  defrauded 
of  the  results  of  that  right,  your  committee  offer  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  these  words  be  stricken  out  of  section  3.  Title  4,  of  Uniform  Code 
of  By-Laws— and  also  from  section  9,  of  By-Laws  of  subordinate  Chapters,  "  Provided 
that  any  other  Chapter  may  receive  and  act  upon  a  petition  by  and  with  the  written 
consent  of  such  nearest  Chapter,  or  the  three  principal  officers  thereof." 

The  resolution  was  not  adopted,  but  an  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  was  adopted, 
whereby  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  is  allowed.  With  reference  to  the  "  eternal  juris- 
diction *'  law,  we  can  only  say  that  it  is  now  the  supreme  law  of  the  Order,  as  decreed 
by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  triennial  Conclave.  We  hope,  however,  to 
see  it  repealed  at  the  next  session  of  that  august  body. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gives  a  clear  account  of  his  official  acts,  and  especially  of 
his  visits  to  the  subordinate  Chapters,  and  we  detect  a  quiet  sarcasm  in  the  foUowinj^ 
account  of  one  of  those  interesting  occasions.    He  says : — 

On  meeting  with  the  Chapter,  I  was  welcomed  cautiously,  and  questioned  care- 
fully, as.  coming  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota,  the  companions  seemed  to 
fear  an  imposition,  as  they  are  comparative  strangers  to  its  Convocations. 

The  italics  are  ours,  but,  having  studied  carefully  the  italicised  sentence,  we 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  quietly  trying  to  "  get  even  " 
for  having  been  **  welcormd  cautiously  and  questioned  carefully,^*  We  think  he  suc- 
ceeded. 

Of  another  Chapter  he  says:  "The  work  was  not  up  to  the  standard,  as  they 
were  trying  to  learn  it  from  some  mixed  mnemonics,  which  I  reproved."  We  are 
glad  the  Grand  High  Priest  did  reprove  such  a  practice  ;  yet,  in  some  of  our  sister 
jurisdictions  the  work  is  all  written  out  in  form  and  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the 
Chapter,  and  this  (as  we  regard  it)  reprehensible  practice  they  defend  with  a  great 
deal  of  vim  and  energy. 

He  recommends  the  abolishment  of  the  affiliation,  or  adjoining  fee,  as  calculated 
to  bring  full  membership,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  suggestion. 

Representatives  were  exchanged  between  Minnesota  and  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
Missouri  and  Massachusetts. 

He  thinks  the  Representative  appointments  ought  to  be  revised,  as  several  Grand 
Chapters  are,  and  have  been  for  years,  represented  by  dead  men.  He  reluctantly 
announces  some  serious  irregularities  in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  the 
unfortunate  companion  was  summarily  expelled. 

The  concluding  remarks  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  are  too  good  to  be  lost,  and  we 
oflfer  no  excuse  for  transcribing  them  entire  : — 
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Observations. 


I  rei^ret  to  hear  it  reported  that  there  are  many  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  do  not 
attend  the  meetings  of  their  Lodges,  or  if  present  take  no  interest,  apparently,  in  the 
work.  Let  me  urge  upon  all  companions  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge  with 
as  much  regularity  as  possible,  and  show  the  same  Interest  they  would  in  the  Chapter 
work,  as  the  Masons  of  the  Symbolic  Lodge  want  your  coansel^and  advice,  and  we 
believe  they  will  appreciate  your  labors. 

Do  not  let  it  be  said  by  the  younger  Masons  or  the  world  that  we  use  the  Blue 
Lodge  simply  as  "stepping  stones"  toward  the  Royal  Arch,  and  then  neglect  them 
as  we  become  better  qualified  to  give  that  '*  light  and  information"  which  time  and 
experience  may  enable  us ;  let  us  not  hesitate  in  doing  »o.  As  our  jurisdiction 
increases  in  size,  let  us  look  well  to  the  blocks  prepared  for  the  edifice.  Do  not  fall 
into  the  common  error  of  supposing  that  our  success  is  measured  only  by  our  increas- 
ing numbers.  Our  sublime  principles  must  be  impressed  on  the  hearts  and  con- 
sciences of  those  worthy,  in  order  to  make  our  temple  lasting  and  useful.  Our 
Council  Chambers  must  be  dedicated  to  the  Royal  Art,  pnre  and  free  from  the  influ- 
ence of  vice  or  immorality.  Let  us  love  and  respect  true  morality,  order  and  pro- 
priety, and  as  the  triumphs  of  the  past  are  due  to  viriuous  actions,  the  success  of  the 
future  depends  on  the  same  virtuous  practices.  While  we  hold  that  Masonry  should 
not  intirfere  with  politics  or  dictate  articles  of  faith,  it  should  inculcate  truth,  justice, 
and  morality. 

To  be  true,  we  shonld  not  speak  evil  of  a  brother  Mason,  or  detract  from  a 
brother's  reputation  or  character,  as  his  good  name  ought  to  be  ai^  carefully  guarded 
by  every  companion  as  a  valuable  trust.  Try  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by,  and 
not  let  envyt  rtiaiioe  or  ambition  induce  qs  to  betray  that  trust  or  violate  our  vows. 
Somewhere  I  have  read  these  lines  : 

"  Oaths  are  but  words. 
And  words  but  wind. 
Too  feeble  instruments  to  bind." 

I  have  never  thought  they  could  be  true,  or  that  there  was  no  binding  force  to  a 
vow. 

Let  us  think  well  of  the  number  five,  as  explained  in  the  third  degree,  or  the 
pressure  of  the  hand  as  a  M.  E.  M.,  and  never  let  idle  words  injure  a  brother's  name. 

Masonry  teaches  reverence  to  the  giver  of  all  good  by  a  due  veneration  for  his 
GREAT,  MiGnTY,  and  TERRIBLE  NAME ;  and  when  a  Mason  so  far  forgets  his  duty  to 
the  Cie:itor  as  to  profane  the  name  of  God,  it  shows  a  want  of  reverence  that  is 
wholly  inexcusable  and  unworthy  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  casts  a  reproach  on 
our  institution  which  makes  our  solemn  mysteries  a  pure  mockery. 

Intemperance  is  much  to  be  regretted  ;  and  when  a  Mason  throws  off  that  **  due 
restraint'^  over  his  affections  and  passions,  which  should  control  him,  and  indulges  in 
strong  (irink,  he  does  not  come  up  to  the  standard  of  morality  which  Masonry  teaches, 
and  is  beneath  the  dignity  oi  a  Mason. 

Companions,  I  fain  would  leave  these  subjects,  but  a  sense  of  duty  to  our  institu- 
tion induces  me  to  point  them  out.  And  in  calling  your  attention  to  these  glaring 
breaches  of  morality  and  brotherly  love.  I  ask  you  to  scan  well  the  applicant  for  our 
mysteries.  Too  many  rather  than  too  few  have  desired  to  share  our  rites  and  enjoy 
our  privileges.  Let  us  not  make  our  Chapter  imposing  from  its  size  at  the  expense 
of  that  true  worth  or  beauty  which  should  adorn  our  sanctuary.  If  we  thus  resolve 
to  examine  well  the  material  presented  for  inspection,  we  shall  always  have  the 
pleasure  of  finding  none  among  us  but  such  as  we  can  cheerfully  *'  accept"  as  com- 

B anions  indeed  ;  and  we  may  confidently  hope  that  when  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
eaven  shall  summon  us  from  our  earthly  labors,  we  shall  all  be  accepted  as  suitable 
stones  for  that  Spiritual  Building— that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
Heavens. 

I  have  this  year  visited  twelve  Chapters  officially,  although  I  did  not  visit  all  I  had 
expectrd  to,  owing  to  my  business  calling  me  away,  and  although  I  am  very  proud 
of  the  zeal,  ability  and  attachment  of  the  companions,  I  must  say  there  are  many  who 
do  not  take  part  in  the  meetings.  If  we  could  devise  some  means  to  make  our  meet- 
ings more  attractive,  it  would  be  another  step  in  the  right  direction.  Do  not  let  us, 
as  officers,  bo  so  much  bound  up  in  the  idea  of  our  own  knowledge  as  not  to  allow 
the  companions  to  learn  the  work  and  lectures,  as  if  we  were  afraid  of  some  one  else 
knowing  as  much  as  ouri»elves.  In  the  ritual  of  our  institution  I  would  like  to  see 
every  member  so  well  posted  that  the  presiding  oflBcer  might  change  places  with  any 
of  the  fioor  members,  and  ntill  the  work  be  done  promptly  and  creditably.  This  pro- 
ficiency can  only  be  attained  by  meeting  and  practicing  o^'ten.  The  late  method 
adopted  by  some  of  our  companions  in  trying  to  learn  the  work  from  some  printed  or 
written  book  is  all  wrong,  as  Uie.y  are  clandfMine.  I  would  like  to  see  meetings 
called  for  instruction  with  some  qualified  teacher,  and  then  let  the  companions  learn 
as  he  teaches,  and  not  confuse  the  whole  by  telling  how  we  were  taught  in  "  Maine  '^ 
or  "  Minnesota.'* 
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I  believe  there  are  companions  in  nearly  every  Chapter,  who  can  exemplify  the 
work  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  if  the  companions  will  let  them. 

The  reports  of  the  Depnty  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  King  give  a  clear  idea 
of  the  condition  of  the  various  subordinates  within  'their  respective  districts,  and 
show  those  ofiBcers  to  have  1i)een  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  although 
no  fund  was  established  for  the  payment  of  their  traveling  expenses. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence— and  a  very  valuable  and  interesting  one  it  is — 
is  from  the  able  pen  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson.  Thirty-four 
Grand  Chapters  receive  his  attention,  California,  for  1876,  among  the  number.  He 
speaks  highly  of  our  report  for  that  year,  for  which  our  thanks  are  due. 

He  cannot  agree  with  us  upon  the  temperance  question    He  says : — 

We  acknowledge  all  that  our  companion  says  of  the  evils  attending  rum-drinking, 
but  are  "  of  the  same  opinion  still."  A  Masonic  Lodge  is  not  a  "Temperance  So- 
ciety." Its  minion  is  not  "  reformation."  We  are  opposed  to  holding  it  up  to  the 
world  as  either,  particularly  when  the  acts  of  too  many  of  its  members  are  justly 
subjects  of  criticism.  Reform  on  the  inside.  Don't  preach  to  the  world  one  thing, 
and  then  display  bottles  on  the  table  at  a  public  banquet. 

Comp.  Pierson  acknowledges  the  truth  of  all  we  say  relative  to  evils  attending 
rum-drinking,  but  it  does  not  change  his  views.  We  must  not  throttle  the  vampire 
that  is  sucking  the  life-blood  from  our  Lodges.  We  must  not  banish  from  our  Masonic 
tables  the  poison  which  is  drying  up  the  veins  of  our  young  men  and  bringing  them 
to  untimely  and  dishonored  graves.  We  must  not  lift  from  Masonry  the  stigma  which 
hangs  over  her  like  a  pall,  and  renders  her  name  in  the  community  a  by-word  and  a 
reproach ;  and  all  because  "a  Masonic  Lodge  is  not  a  Temperance  Society."  Comp. 
Pierson  says,  also,  that  the  mission  of  Masonry  is  *'  not  r^ormaiion.-^  If  this  is  the 
case,  we  have  been  wrongly  taught.  Our  Masonry  teaches  us  to  take  the  erring 
brother  by  the  hand,  *'  whisper  good  counsel  in  his  ear,  gently  admonish  him  of  his 
errors,  and  in  the  kindest  possible  manner  endeavor  to  bring  about  a  refornuttionj'* 

We  don't  believe,  any  more  than  Comp.  Pierson.  in  preaching  one  thing  to  the 
world  and  then  displaying  bottles  on  the  table  at  a  public  banquet  We  want  to 
banish  this  curse  from  our  Lodges,  Chapters,  and  Commanderies.  We  don't  propose 
to  use  Masonry  as  a  weapon  to  attack  the  vice  of  intemperance  outside  of  the  Order, 
but  as  a  society  founded  upon  a  pure  system  of  morality,  we  contend  that  we  should 
do  all  within  our  power  to  promote  morality  in  our  own  midst,  and  that  can  best 
be  done  by  banishing  from  our  Lodge  and  Chapter  meetings  that  enemy  ''which 
steals  away  our  brains." 

The  report  is  one  which  we  lay  down  with  regret,  but  "  Time's  up,"  and  we 
must  on. 

The  M.\  E.\  R.  J.  Marvin  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,\  E,\ 
A.  T.  G.  PiEBSON  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  St  Paul. 

MISSISSIPPL 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi  held  its  twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  city  of  Jackson  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  1876,— the  M.\  E.\  John  Y. 
MuRRY,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R,\  E,\  J.  L.  Power  being  Grand  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  says  :  — 

Very  little  business  of  importance  has  come  before  me  during  the  past  year,  and 
I  feel  warranted  in  saying  tnat  at  least  one-half  of  that  to  which  my  attention  has 
been  called  might  have  been  disposed  of  by  subordinate  Chapters,  if  compan- 
ions were  only  willing  to  take  the  time  and  perform  the  labor  necessary  to  under- 
stand and  apply  our  regulations  and  By-Laws  bearing  upon  the  various  topics  and 
points  which  have  been  submitted. 

How  much  time  might  be  saved  and  annoyance  avoided  by  Grand  High  Priests 
and  Grand  Masters  if  companions  and  brethren  wonld  only  take  time  to  read  the 
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plainly  written  law  of  their  respective  jarisdictions ;  bnt  they  appear  to  think  it 
mach  easier  to  write  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  obtain  bis  opinion  upon  the 
plainest  constitutional  qnestions  than  to  construe  the  law  for  themselves. 

One  dispensation  was  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter. 

We  note  the  following  decisions : —  J 

Feb.  11.  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  re-petition  and  refer  to  committee  in  a  caser'^'^ 
where  the  Chapter  fails  to  confer  the  degrees  within  six  months  from  the  date  of 
election  ;  that  it  is  only  necessary  in  such  cases  to  have  a  second  ballot.  This  case 
was  put  by  Companion  D.  A.  Kinchloe,  H.  P.  of  Walker  Chapter,  No  28.  I  advised 
the  nigh  Priest,  in  the  event  one  member  should  object  to  the  second  ballot  without 
a  new  petition,  etc.,  for  the  salse  of  harmony  in  the  Chapter,  to  postpone  the  ballot 
nntil  the  next  regular  meeting. 

Aug.  2H.  The  following  questions  were  propounded  to  me  by  Companion  J.  G. 
Sparrow,  H.  P.  of  £dwards  Chapter,  U.  D. 

1st.  Can  Royal  Arch  Masons,  who  are  made  such  in  a  Chapter  U.  D.,  ballot  on 
petitions  before'  the  Chapter  is  chartered  ? 

2d.  Can  a  Chapter  U.  D.  entertain  applications  for  membership  ? 

3d.  Can  a  Chapter  U.  D.  ballot  on  petitions  for  the  degrees  wnen  there  are  less 
than  nine  of  the  petitioners  for  the  dispensation  present? 

To  which  I  gave  the  following  answers  :  To  question  1st,  Yes.  To  question  2d, 
No.  To  question  3d,  Yes;  provirled  there  are  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  U.  D. 
present,  a  part  of  whom,  however,  may  have  received  the  degrees  in  the  Chapter 
U.  D.;  with  this  remark :  that  members  of  other  Chapters  are  not  to  be  counted  in 
reckoning  the  number  to  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  election  of  candidates  to  the 
degrees. 

With  reference  to  Chapters  under  dispensation,  we  would  refer  the  Grand  High 
Priest  to  the  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  triennial  Convocation, 
granting  to  Chapters  under  dispensation  the  "  right  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of 
chartered  '^  Chapters,  save  the  election  and  installation  of  officers. 

The  following  strikes  us  as  a  somewhat  singular  transaction,  at  least  it  is  a  novel 
one  to  us : — 

March  10.  I  received  a  letter  signed  by  two  companions,  members  of  CarrolUon 
Chapter,  No.  15,  stating  that  that  Chapter  had  exalted  a  candidate  who  executed  his 
note  for  the  fees,  and  the  consideration  expressed  in  the  face  of  the  note  was  bor- 
rowed money ;  and  that  he  refused  to  pay  the  note  on  the  ground  of  failure  of  con- 
sideration, asserting  that  he  was  deceived  as  to  the  value  of  the  degrees.  These 
companions  asked  what  ought  to  be  done  in  regard  to  the  afl'air.  In  my  reply,  I 
advised  that  a  special  committee  should  be  appointed  by  the  Chapter  to  wait  upon 
the  refractory  companion  and  request  him  to  pay  the  note,  and  inform  iiim  that  it  was 
not  in  its  character  like  a  note  given  in  ordinary  transactions,  but  that  it  carried  with 
the  promise  to  pay  his  Masonic  word.  If  he  still  refused  to  pay,  the  committee 
should  summon  nim  to  attend  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Chapter,  to  render 
satisfaction  for  his  delinquency  and  demeanor ;  and  should  he  still  further  refuse  to 
pay  the  debt,  and  also  fail  to  attend  the  Chapter  in  pursuance  of  his  snmmonH,  the 
Committee  on  Complaints  and  Offenses  should  at  once  prefer  charges  against  him  for 
nnmasonic  conduct,  embracing  contumacy.  I  have  not  heard  anything  further  from 
this  case,  but  hope  my  advice  had  the  desired  effect. 

We  think  a  Chapter  must  be  terribly  in  want  of  material  when  it  resorts  to  such 
means  as  the  above  to  increase  its  membership. 

A  number  of  representatives  were  appointed  near  other  Grand  Chapters,  and  the 
Grand  High  Priest  announced  that  he  had  been  honored  with  commissions  aa 
representative  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Massachusetts  and  Kentucky. 

The  sum  of  150  was  ordered  to  be  contributed  from  the  treasury  for  the  relief  of  the 
families  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Rienzi,  Miss,-  -a  tornado  having  desolated  that  place 
a  short  time  before.  There  being  no  money  in  the  treasury,  Comp.  Power,  the  Grand 
Secretary,  remitted  the  money  from  his  private  funds,  an  act  for  which  he  is  hand- 
somely and  deservedly  complimented  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  The  charter  of  one  Chapter  was  arrested  for  being  delinquent  in  its  dues  to  the 
Grand  Chapter,  and  failure  to  meet  the  requisite  number  of  times  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  the  Grand  High  Priest  says  : — 

Companions!  From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  command,  it  strikes 
me  that  it  may  safely  be  stated  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  not  prospered  in  our 
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jurisdiction  the  past  year  as  in  some  foi^ner  years,  which  can  bat  be  regretted  by  us 
all.  There  must  be  a  canse  for  this  want  of  prosperity.  Really,  it  seems  that  there 
are  several  causes  for  it.  Only  three  of  them  require  special  mention  here— in  fact, 
I  might  say  two,  for  the  last  two  that  I  shall  mention  are  so  intimately  connected  it 
would  not  require  a  great  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  bring  them  under  one  head  ; 
at  any  rate,  one  is  but  the  legitimate  consequence  of  the  other. 

As  the  first  cause,  I  would  mention  the  extraordinary  stringency  in  financial  mat- 
ters generally,  which  has  been  produced,  in  great  part,  by  the  failure  of  crops  in 

1874,  but  not  altogether  by  it.  Onerous  and  oppressive  taxes  have  had  a  large  share 
in  the  matter.  I  presume  there  is  scarcely  a  people  upon  earth  who  have  been  sub- 
jected to  a  more  unjust,  and  it  might  be  stated  destructive,  revenue  system,  than  the 
people  of  this  State  have  for  the  last  decade.  And  Masons,  like  other  men,  have 
not  been  exempt  from  the  consequences  of  these  things.  I  apprehend  there  arc  hun- 
dreds of  Master  Masons  in  our  jurisdiction  who  would  hiive  tried  to  go  up  higher 
during  the  year  1875,  had  it  not  been  for  the  scarcity  of  money. 

Second  cause  :  Failure  upon  the  part  of  members  to  regularly  attend  their  Chap- 
ter meetings. 

And  thirdly  :  Failure  to  pay  dues  promptly.  The  latter  cause  would  rarely  exist 
if  the  second  was  removed.  The  two  last-mentioned  cau««es  are  those  that  more 
directly  concern  us  as  Masons,  and  for  which  we  also  have  a  remedy ;  and  if  what  ia 
said  above  be  correct,  the  remedy  will  be  obtained  by  regular  attendance  upon 
all  meetings  of  Chapters  by  their  members.  Therefore,  I  would  admonish  the  officers 
of  subordinate  Chapters  to  use  all  means  within  their  reach  to  accomplish  such  a 
desirable  end.  The  longer  a  companion  stays  away  from  his  Chapter,  the  colder  and 
duller  he  gets ;  while  his  dues,  if  not  sent  in  (a  thing  seldom  done),  continue  to 
accumulate,  and  when  the  amount  gets  up  to  ten  or  fifteen  dollars,  and  he  is  re- 
quested to  pay  it,  he  at  once  talks  about  a  dimit ;  and  in  this  way  the  membership 
of  subordinate  Chapters  is  often  reduced. 

I  maintain  that  just  in  proportion  as  the  members  of  subordinate  Chapters  regu- 
larly attend  meetings  and  pay  dues,  precisely  in  the  same  ratio  will  subordinate 
Chapters  (and  the  Koyal  Craft  generally)  prosper, "  all  other  things  being  equal." 
(While  on  the  subject  of  dues,  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  this  Grand  Chapter 
will  require  of  its  subordinates  the  payment  of  the  one  cent  per  capi/a  levy  for  Grand 
Chapter  dues.)  Although  we  may  not  have  prospered  as  much  as  would  be  desired, 
yet  we  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  peace  and  harmony  that  have  prevailed 
among  the  Craft  during  the  year  just  closing.  And  although  we  have  had  much  dis- 
tress in  our  State,  on  account  of  floods,  tornadoes  and  "the  pestilence  that  walketh 
by  night  and  scattereth  abroad  at  noonday,"  still  we  have  great  reason  fur  thankR- 
giving  to  the  great  "  I  Am  that  I  Am  '*  for  the  blessings  which  we  see  around  about 
us,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  abundant  grain  harvest  of  the  year  A.  D. 

1875.  And,  my  companions,  have  we  not  cause  for  congratulating  each  other  for  the 
peace  and  good  order  that  have  prevailed  among  the  whole  people  in  every  part  of 
our  State,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  during  the  year  lft75,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  we  were  passing  through  a  powerful  revolution  in  regard  to  tlie  affairs  of  State. 
And  may  we  not  entertain  the  hope,  from  present  indications,  that  ere  long  the 
archives  of  State  may  be  safely  deposited  into  faithful  and  patriotic  hands,  not  alone 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  distinguished  characters  who  have  gone  before  us,  but 
also  that  we  and  our  posterity  may  enjoy  the  inestimable  blessings  of  peace  and 
prosperity  through  all  time  to  come. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  an  elaborate  report,  in  which  he  clearly  sets 
forth  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  suggests  several  methods  of 
retrenchment,  among  which  he  magnanimously  includes  the  reduction  of  his  own 
salary  from  six  hundred  dollars  to  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  The  report  ol 
Comp.  Power  shows  that  he  is  actuated  by  a  commendable  zeal  for  the  welfare  of 
the  Order.  In  1872  the  indebtedness  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  $4,977  41,  which  he 
has  succeeded  in  reducing  to  $1,782  97. 

We  regret  that,  owing  to  the  financial  embarrassment  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  the 
Report  on  Correspondence  is  not  published  with  the  proceedings,  but,  as  Comp. 
PowKR  truly  says,  "  It  ia  more  creditable  to  dispense  with  printing  not  absolutely 
necessary  than  to  indulge  in  it,  without  the  ability  to  pay  for  the  work  when  done." 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented  a  brief  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter,  that  being  the  only  portion  of  their  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

We  sincerely  hope  our  companions  of  Mississippi  will  soon  recover  from  their 
financial  embarraasmenta,  and  once  more  enjoy  their  full  meed  of  prosperity.    They 
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liave  straggled  nobly  and  well  to  combat  ditflcolties  and  dUcoaragementa,  wliich 
might  well  caase  their  hearts  to  sink,  and  their  energies  and  zeal  to  flag.  "Yeriljr, 
they  shall  have  their  reward.'' 

The  Jf.'.  E,\  Habvet  W.  Walter  was  elected  Grand  Sigh  Priest,  and  the  B.'.JS.\ 
J.  L.  Pows&  was  re*eleoted  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Jackson. 

MISSOUBL 

The  thirtieth  Annnal  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Hissonri  was  held  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis  on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  1876,— the  M,'.  E.\  Charles  F. 
Leavitt,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  Br.  E,\  David  Goodpellow  acting  as 
Grand  Secretary,  in  the  absence  of  Comp.  George  Frank  Gouley,  who  was  pre- 
vented by  illness  fi'om  attending.  Fifty-three  subordinate  Chapters  were  repre- 
sented at  the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  well  prepared  paper,  in  which  his  offi- 
cial acts  are  clearly  rehearsed  in  a  bosiness-like  manner.  He  congratolates  the 
Royal  Craft  upon  the  peace,  qniet,  and  prosperity  which  prevail  thronghout  the 
Jarisdiction.  He  had  granted  three  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters, 
which  bodies  he  reports  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  One  charter  was  surren- 
dered and  two  were  arrested  for  failure  to  make  returns  and  pay  dues.  He  had 
visited  quite  a  number  of  the  subordinates,  and  gives  a  brief  exhibit  of  the  condition 
of  each.    He  says : — 

I  am  satisfied  that  our  Chapters  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  other 
Grand  jurisdiction  in  this  respect,  (for  choice  and  rich  paraphernalia.) 

He  recommends  a  change  in  the  time  of  holding  the  Annnal  Convocations,  and 

gives  his  reasons  therefor,  among  which  is  the  following,  which  meets  our  views 

exactly  :— 

There  is  a  reason  which  to  me  is  more  important  than  any  I  have  heard  urged  in 
favor  of  such  change.  It  is  this :  We  are  too  anxious  to  get  through  with  the 
business  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  order  to  view  the  magnificent  exhibitions  made  at 
the  Fair ;  and  in  our  haste  to  hurry  through  with  the  busineHS  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
some  things  are  omitted  that  ought  not  to  be ;  one  of  the  most  important  of  which  is, 
the  exemplification  of  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  several  capitular  degrees  by  the 
Grand  Lecturer — a  duty  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  never  to  be  omitted.  That  it 
has  been  omitted,  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  as  he  has  ever  been  ready  and 
willing  to  discharge  that  part  of  hia  duty.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  exemplify 
the  work  and  lectures  and  transact)  the  ordinary  business  of  this  Grand  Body  in  one 
day.  In  my  opinion,  the  work  and  lectures  should  be  thoroughly  and  carefully 
exemplified  each  year  in  this  Grand  Body,  and  the  omission  of  this  duty  cannot  be 
justified. 

He  has  much  to  say  upon  the  question  of  non-payment  of  dues  and  quotes  a  por- 
tion of  one  of  our  reports  upon  that  subject,  after  which  he  says  : — 

He  might  have  added  that  this  class  of  Masons,  when  thev  fall  into  distress,  are 
the  first  to  call  on  the  Lodge  and  Chapter,  or  their  brethren,  for  relief;  and  if  relief 
is  not  promptiv  provided,  and  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  thev  at  once  denounce  the 
institution  without  stint,  and  claim  that  it  is  degenerating  Into  *'  an  institution  of 
dollars  and  cents ;"  that  it  is  a  humbug,  etc. 

We  can  assure  Comp.  Leavitt  that  we  have  invariably  found  this  to  be  the  case, 
and  have  said  so  more  than  once  in  writing  upon  this  subject. 
The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  $3,296  51. 
The  following  explains  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Secretary  : — 

A  communication  was  received  from  Comp.  Gouley,  Grand  Secretary,  announcing 
his  inability  to  be  present  owing  to  a  severe  attack  of  sickness,  and  asking  for  leave 
of  absence  during  the  Convocation,  and  stating  that  his  reports  were  all  ready,  and 
that  he  had  made  arrangements  for  the  proper  transaction  *of  the  duties  of  his  oflSce 
through  Comp.  David  Goodpellow,  whom  he  had  appointed  as  his  assistant.  The 
Grand  Chapter  unanimously  voted  its  sympathy  for  Comp.  Gouley,  and  granted  hia 
request. 
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We,  too,  ananimoosly  vote  our  sympathy  for  Comp.  Goulbt,  and  trust  that  long 
ere  this  he  has  recovered  his  wonted  health  and  spirits. 

Representatives  were  received  and  accredited  f^om  Maine,  West  Virginia,  Minne- 
sota, Texas,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Pennsylvania.  We  notice,  also,  that  oar  old 
friend  and  companion,  William  Wilhott,  presented  his  commission  and  was  dnly 
accredited  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Missouri.  If  Comp.  Wilhott  is  as  zealons  in  behalf  of  the  Order  in  Mis- 
Bonri  as  he  was  in  California  lang  sffne,  he  will  prove  a  valuable  acqnisition  to  oar 
companions  in  that  jurisdiction. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  as  usual  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Comp.  Geobgb  Frank  Goulet,  who  attends  to  the  cases  of  twenty-nine  Grand  Chap- 
ters, but  California  by  some  mischance  did  not  reach  him.  We  are  surprised  at  this, 
for  we'll  take  our  davy  they  were  mailed  to  him  as  soon  as  published.  You  should 
have  dropped  us  a  postal,  Comp.  Goulbt,  notifying  us  of  their  failure  to  connecti 
when  we  would  have  tried  once  more. 

Under  the  head  of  District  of  Columbia  he  says : — 

Companion  Edwin  B.  MaoGrotty  submitted  a  full  and  interestinii:  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence, of  one  hundred  and  one  pages,  in  which  Missouri  is  full^  and  fraternally 
noticed.  Relative  to  the  Massachusetts  Chapter  burial  service, he  still  thinks  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  ought  to  have  a  Royal  Arch  burial,  but  this  time  he  thinks  so  principally 
because  the  Templars  have  one.  and  turns  on  all  the  critics,  like  the  small  schoolboy 
who  said  to  the  teacher,  **  Big  Bill  Smith  stole  some  apples,  too ;  why  don't  you  lick 
him? "  Well,  we  confess  we  did  not  think  at  the  time  tnat  it  was  worth  while  to  fire 
both  barrels  at  once,  but  as  our  attention  has  been  called  to  it,  we  want  to  say  that 
we  are  emphatically  opposed  to  more  than  one  Masonic  burial  on  the  same  individual, 
and  if  the  party  dying  wants  the  Templar  service,  let  him  have  it,  and  let  the  Lodge 
remain  silent,  and  so  vice  venai  if  the  party  wants  the  Lodge  service  ;  "  enough  is  as 
good  as  a  feast,"  and  we  do  not  believe  in  too  much  of  a  good  thing  even  at  a 
funeral. 

Correct. 

In  his  review  of  Minnesota  we  find  the  following,  which  pleases  us : — 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  wrestled  with  the  decisions  relative  to  penalty  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  and  after  getting  the  intent  of  the  law  boiled  down  to  a  con- 
clusion, they  conclude  that  ** striking  from  the  roll"  is  not  "suspension,"  and  as 
Chapter  membership  is  not  dependent  on  membership  in  Lodge,  therefore,  when  a 
companion  is  stricken  from  the  roll  of  members  in  his  Lodge  for  being  too  mean  to 
pay  his  Lodge  dues,  thereby  proving  that  he  looks  upon  Blue  Masonry  with  contempt 
and  has  no  further  use  for  the  Lodge,  the  Chapter  fraternally  (?)  stretches  out  its 
hands,  pats  him  on  the  back,  and  says  to  him,  **  Come  in,  our  own  stricken  deer,  and 
you  can  parade  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  standing,  and  let  Lodpre  Masonry  go 
to  grass."  All  we  have  to  say  is,  that  Minnesota  Chapters  are  perfectly  welcome  to 
such  members,  but  they  cannot  visit  us,  if  we  know  it.  The  Lodge,  however,  is  not 
altogether  blameless  for  having  such  a  fool  penalty  in  its  laws  as  "  Striking  from  the 
roll,"  yet  this  does  not  excuse  the  Chapter  from  harboring  such  renegade  Lodge  mem- 
bers. 

We  concur. 

Under  the  head  of  Oregon,  he  again  pleaseth  us.  In  his  review  of  Comp.  Pattou^s 
report,  he  says: — 

He  agrees  with  Companion  McGrottt,  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  that  the  High 
Priest  should  have  served  as  a  King  or  Scribe,  and  places  the  qualification  the  same  as 
Wardens,  and  yet  Companion  Patton  must  see  that  his  logic  is  at  fault,  and  his  argu- 
ment killed  bv  his  own  words,  as  follows  :  **  Under  the  ruling  of  Missouri  •  •  *  any 
companion  will  do  for  a  King  or  a  Scribe  ;  and  yet  how  often  have  we  witnessed  the 
Bad  spectacle  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  officers  attempting  to  open  a  Chapter  in 
the  aosence  of  the  High  Priest."  Yet  he  insists  that  these  same  Kings  and  Scribes, 
after  being  tried  as  such  and  found  incompetent.  shcUl  be  promoted  to  the  East,  and 
instead  of  a  competent  companion  from  the  floor!  Come,  yon  two  companiona 
*<Mc"  you  must  get  your  argument  to  hang  together  better  next  time,  or  we  will 
not  be  converted  to  yonr  theory. 

ThenCs  our  sentiments. 
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Verily,  Gso.  Frank  is  a  senaible  fellow  and  we  generally  agree.  We  wonld  like 
to  make  farther  extracts,  bat  copy  is  called,  and  we  mast  forbear. 

The  M.\  E,\  Joseph  S.  Bbowne  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\  JS.\ 
George  Frank  Goulby  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  St.  Louis. 

TSf'EBB.AB-KA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska  held  its  ninth  Annaal^Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Lincoln  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  1875,  the  M.\  E.\  Charles  F.  Goodman, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  i?.*.  E.\  William  R.  Bowen  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Twelve  sabordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  Address  says  : — 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  report,  that  since  oar  last  Annual  Convoca- 
tion, peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  throughoat  our  jurisdiction,  and  although 
there  may  not  have  been  as  great  accessions  to  our  numbers  as  during  some  previous 
years,  yet  we  have  much  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  healthful  and  prosperous 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Nebraska,  and  the  satisfaction  that  the  outer  doors 
of  our  Tabernacle  have  been  carefully  guarded. 

Two  dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters.  The  Grand 
Chapter  of  Colorado  was  duly  recognized  and  fraternally  welcomed,  and  a  large 
number  of  representatives  were  appointed  and  accredited.  He  compliments  the 
Grand  Secretary  highly  for  his  industry  and  efficiency,  which  is  an  act  of  so  rare 
occurrence,  that  "  when  found''  we  are  glad  to  *'  make  a  note  of  it.'' 

The  ladies  of  the  "  Eastern  Star"  extended  an  invitation  to  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  to  meet  them  at  an  entertainment  in  the  evening,  which  of  course  was 
thankfully  accepted.  We  have  no  doubt  they  enjoyed  themselves,  for  we  have  had 
some  experience  with  these  bright  and  beaotiful  Eastern  Stars,  and  when  they  give 
an  entertainment,  we  always  feel  that  it  is  "  good  to  be  there." 

The  following  resolution  was  indefinitely  postponed : — 

Heaolced,  That  the  resolution  on  page  31,  printed  proceedings  of  1873,  requiring 
each  companion  elected  to  the  office  of  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  to  receive  the  Order 
of  High  Priesthood  before  being  installed  as  High  Priest,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby 
annulled. 

We  think  the  resolution  should  have  been  adopted.  We  do  not  see  what  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  has  to  do  with  the  installation  of  a  High  Priest.  It  has  no 
similarity  to  the  Past  Master's  degree  in  the  Lodge,  which  instructs  the  new  Master 
in  his  duties,  but  is  a  separate  and  distinct  degree,  conferred  in  a  Council  of  the 
Order,  and  not  all  High  Priests  are  elected  to  receive  it. 

The  following  report  from  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  was  adopted  : — 

**  Does  a  companion  who  has  been  elected  High  Priest  of  a  sabordinate  Chapter 
and  served  one  year,  and  then  be  re-elected  and  serves  a  second  year,  become  a 
Past  High  Priest  at  the  end  of  the  first  year ;  and  if  yea,  is  he  more  than  a  Past  High 
Priest  at  the  end  of  the  second  year,  or  is  he  a  Past  High  Priest  only  when  he  retires 
from  office  ? " 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  when  a  companion  having  been  elected 
Hi^h  Priest  of  a  Chapter  has  served  one  year,  he  is  entitled  to  the  rank  of  Past  High 
Priest,  whether  he  retires  f^om  the  chair  or  is  elected  to  serve  another  term  ;  and 
if  having  served  two  or  more  years,  he  receives  no  additional  rank  or  prerogative 
by  virtue  thereof. 

Regarding  the  question : — 

**  If  a  petition  to  a  Chapter  be  reported  upon  unfavorably,  must  the  ballot  be 
passed?" 

Your  committee  respectfully  answer.  No. 

Also  on  the  query : — 

'*Can  a  companion,  when  ordered  to  cast  his  ballot  upon  the  application  for 
degrees,  enter  his  protest  on  the  records  against  voting?" 

Your  committee  answer,  he  cannot. 

We  concur. 

The  following  report  of  a  special  committee  was  adopted :— 
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Toar  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  action  of  Maooy  Lodge,  No. 
22,  in  the  matter  of  W.  W.  Erwin,  and  the  question  of  his  Masonic  standiog,  would 
answer  the  questions  propounded  as  follows : — 

1.  Docs  the  expulsion  or  suspension  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  by  his  Lodge,  act 
as  an  expulsion  or  sui^pension  from  his  Chapter? 

To  which  we  answer : — 

Such  expulsion  or  suspension  by  the  Lodge  ipso  facto  destroys  his  Masonic 
standing  in  the  Chapter. 

It  seems  to  your  committee  that  no  reason  for  this  opinion  need  be  given. 

2.  When  a  brother  is  reinstated  by  his  Lodge,  or  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  does  snch 
action  reinstate  him  in  his  Chapter? 

Your  committee  would  ssy  in  response  thereto,  that  it  depends  in  what  manner 
such  "reinstatement"  is  effected.  If  the  reinstatement  follows  because  of  the. 
reversal  of  the  judgment  of  the  subordinate  Lodge,  we  are  of  opinion  that  his 
reinstatement  in  the  Chapter  also  follows.  If  the  reinstatement  is  by  reason  of  his 
pardon  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  his  being  received  upon  his  petition  to  the  subordi- 
nate Lodge  and  election  therein,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  reinstate- 
ment effected  in  such  a  manner  will  not  restore  him  to  good  standing  in  the  Chapter. 
In  the  first  instance  his  restoration  to  all  Masonic  privileges  follows  because  the  sen- 
tence of  disfranchisement  is  ascertained  to  be  erroneous,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  annuls  it.  In  the  second  place  the  validity  of  the  Judgment  pronounced 
is  not  questioned,  but  by  the  grace  of  the  Grand  Body  further  punishment  is  remitted, 
but  that  will  not  restore  him  to  his  position  in  the  Cliapter. 

In  the  case  of  Companion  Erwin,  before  this  Grand  Chapter,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  he  was  not  restored  to  membership  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  we  recommend  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances  be  sustained. 

We  cannot  concur  in  the  second  proposition.  When  a  companion  is  suspended  or 
expelled  by  his  Lodge,  that  act,  of  course,  excludes  him  from  the  Chapter ;  but  if 
the  Chapter  takes  no  further  action  than  simply  to  exclude  him  on  account  of  the 
action  of  the  Lodge,  in  our  opinion,  when  the  cause  of  his  exclusion  is  removod,  he 
should  be  allowed  at  once  to  resume  his  position  in  the  Chapter. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  is  a  very  handsome  one  of  134  pages, 
splendidly  printed  on  excellent  paper,  and  is  embellished  with  a  fine  steel  engraved 
portrait  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Charles  F.  Goodman,  who  looks  as  if  his 
name  was  typical  of  his  character. 

We  regret  that  there  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence.  What  is  our  old  friend 
Allen  about  ?  We  hope  he  will  no  longer  hide  his  light  under  a  bushel,  but  let  it "  so 
shine  among  men,"  that  they,  seeing  his  good  works,  may  have  pleasure  and  profit 
thereby. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address : 
Omaha. 

NEW  JEBSET. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey  held  its  twentieth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  Trenton  on  the  13th  day  of  September,  1876,  the  Jf.*.  £!.\  Fbedbrick  G.  Wise,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R,:  E,'.  Thomas  J.  Corson  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Twenty-five  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

From  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  we  learn  the  gratifying  fact  that  unin- 
terrupted harmony  prevails  in  our  sister  jurisdiction.    He  says : — 

We  meet,  then,  to-day,  as  companions  indeed.  There  are  no  unhealed  grievances ; 
there  are  no  angry  disputations  ;  there  are  no  bickering  jealousies,  among  the  Royal 
Craft,  whose  consideration  may  mar  the  pleasure  of  our  annual  gathering.  The  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  two  honored  and  zealous  Chapters  which,  at  our  last  Con- 
vocation, threatened  to  impair  the  general  harmony,  and  which  was  the  subject  of  a 
commission  appointed  by  me,  has  been  amicably  settled,  and  those  companions  are 
now  contending  only  in  that  noble  emulation  of  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree. 
In  consequence,  the  address  which  custom  has  made  obligatory  upon  me,  as  the  head 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  must  be  nothing  more  than  an  account  of 
those  official  acts  which  naturally  devolve  upon  the  office. 

He  announces  the  death  of  Comp.  Charles  Dunham,  Past  Grand  King  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  and  pays  a  warm,  fraternal  tribute  to  his  memory. 
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Two  diBpensations  were  issued  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters.  Representa- 
tives were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Kentnclcy. 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  and  Grand  Scribe  show 
the  subordinate  Chapters  visited  by  them  to  be,  for  the  most  part,  prosperous  in  an 
eminent  degree,  and  fairly  proficient  in  the  work. 

We  are  not  surprised  at  this,  for  we  believe  that  were  the  same  system  of  visita' 
tion  adopted  in  every  Jurisdiction,  the  same  result  would  ensue. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  the  right  side  of  his  ledger  of  $324  12. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  a  holiday,  as  usual.  When  the  Commit- 
tee on  Grievances  report  nothing  to  do,  it  is  a  pretty  good  sign  that  all  is  well,  and 
in  all  our  travels  through  the  realms  of  Masonic  literature,  during  the  past  year,  we 
find  but  very  few  cases  where  the  Committee  on  Grievances  might  not  have  been 
dispensed  with  without  detriment  to  the  Order.  In  fact,  matters  are  getting  to  be 
disgustingly  harmonious  in  all  that  relates  to  Capitular  Masonry,  and  were  it  not  for 
a  little  sharp-shooting  among  the  reporters,  occasionally,  we  should  starve  for  the 
lack  of  sensational  pabulum. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  also  finished  their  business,  and  reported 
that  all  the  unfinished  business  was  finished  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation. 

TKe  Committee  on  Charity  reported  that  they  had  been  unable  to  open  their 
hearts  or  hands  in  charity  for  the  lack  of  a  subject. 

The  companions  were  so  well  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  Grand  High 
Priest  had  discharged  his  important  duties  that  a  special  committee  of  three  was 
appointed  to  procure  and  present  to  him  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel. 

Having  taken  this  much  of  the  proceedings  proper  as  an  appetizer,  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  piece  de  resistance,  viz.:  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which,  as  usual, 
is  from  the  pen  of  that  prloce  of  good  fellows,  Comp.  Thomas  J.  Corson,  Grand 
Secretary,  etc.  Thirty-eight  Grand  Chapters  pass  under  his  microscopic  examina- 
tion, and  nothing  worthy  of  notice  escapes  his  observation.  California,  for  1876, 
receives  from  him  the  usual  cordial  and  fraternal  notice.  We  know  that  Corson  is  a 
companion  who  is  endowed  with  a  high  order  of  intellect,  because  he  agrees  with  us 
in  nearly  all  our  ideas  upon  Masonic  subjects.  He  agrees  with  us,  first,  that  no 
Chapter  can  be  legally  opened  unless  nine  of  its  members  are  present.  He  says : 
**  In  fact,  it  is  a  mystery  to  us  that  any  sensible  man  can  hold  a  different  view ;  and 
yet  there  are  sensible  men  who  do."  He  thinks  our  Past  High  Priests  occupy  a  sin- 
gular position  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  being,  as  he  says,  neither  "  fish,  fiesh,  nor  good 
red  herring." 

In  oar  views  relative  to  special  dispensations  he  fully  concurs,  and  on  the  question 
of  perpetual  jurisdiction  he  is  in  full  accord  with  us.    He  says : — 

He  speaks  of  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates  as 
"that  downing  absurdity,"  and  it  deserves  no  better  name.  Meet  us  at  Buffalo, 
WiOGiN,  next  year,  and  let  us,  wiih  other  sensible  fellows  like  us,  remove  that  stain 
from  the  statute  book,  or,  if  we  fail  in  that,  let  us  have  the  law  so  amended  that 
jurisdiction  shall  extend  to  the  heirs,  executors  and  assigns  of  the  rejected  candidate. 

He  quotes  our  arguments  on  the  effect  of  suspension  and  says  they  are  sound.  We 
thank  Comp.  Corson  for  his  kind  words ;  they  cheer  us  on  in  our  labors,  and  help  to 
make  life  supportable. 

Under  the  head  of  Illinois  he  says  : — 

Companion  J.  H.  Miles  presented  an  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence,  in- 
cluding the  proceedings  of  twenty-nine  Grand  Chapters,  In  which  he  bajs— nothing. 
He's  just  the  stillest  fellow  we  ever  did  see.  Gouley's  *•  sass,"  Lewis'  '*  imperence," 
Drummond's  disquisitions,  Ooden's  legal  learning,  Eastman  Johnson's  hilarity,  and 
even  our  own  brilliant  coruscations  (that's  the  word,  ain't  it?)  of  blinding  wit — all 
these  never  move  biro.  Nothing  will  pry  his  jaws  open.  He  pursues  the  silent 
tenor  of  his  ways  like  a  crystalized  Quaker  meeting  in  a  state  of  petrifaction. 

But  he  can  out-quote  all  creation,  and  each  of  his  reports  presents  an  admirable 
epitome  of  the  different  proceedings  which  he  notices. 


240  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [April  10, 

Companion  BItlks  does  so  far  forget  himaelf  as  to  express  surprise  at  the  coarse 
pnrsaed  by  our  Pennsylvania  companions,  who  turn  out  of  the  Grand  Chapter  all  of 
the  members  "except  Past  High  Priests/'  when  they  install  their  Grand  officers. 
Well,  we  don't  wonder  that  that  made  him  speak  out,  for  such  a  proceeding  is  enough 
to  make  a  dead  man  wriggle. 

In  his  review  of  Kansas  he  quotes  the  following  decision,  in  which  occurs  a  comical 
misprint,  which  excites  Corsons  risibles  to  their  fullest  extent  s— 

"It is  the  moral  and  Masonic  duty  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  abstain  from 
profundity,  gambling  and  intemperance.  For  the  habitual  and  persistent  practice  of 
either  of  these  vices,  especially  after  a  fraternal  admonition,  a  companion  can  and 
ought  to  be  disciplined  by  his  Chapter." 

Whereupon  this  inveterate  jok^r  brings  his  batteries  to  bear  as  follows : — 

Sing,  rejoice  and  be  exceedingly  glad,  0  brethren  of  the  pen  and  scissors  !    Let 

four  hearts  be  lifted  up  with  great  joy,  for  now  is  Utopia  found !  Now  is  an  earthly 
aradise  provided  for  weary  reviewers!  Now  know  we  where  to  find  a  haven  of 
rest.  Come,  ye  long  suffering,  much  bearing  martyrs,  let  us  emigrate  to  the  "  land 
flowing  with  milk  (punches)  and  honey  (dew)"  of  the  best  quality.  Let  us*go  where 
•'  profundity"  is  a  **  vice,"  for  none  of  us  have  ever  been  guilty  of  that"  vice."  Who 
has  ever  accused  any  of  our  noble  guild  of  the  crime  of  "profundity?"  Echo  and 
OoDBN  indignantly  answer  "  Nobody !  None  dare  make  so  foul  an  accusation." 
Companion  Dadmc.v  will  lead  the  vocal  exercises,  as  we  sing  : — 

Come,  Lie  WIS.  come!  pack  up  your  duds, 

Bring  Dsummond  with  you  too  ; 
While  OuiLBRRT  bland  and  Ooulky  meek 

Shall  join  the  happy  crew. 

We're  off  to  Kansas! 

Tho  happy  hunting-ground. 
Where  we'll  live  in  peace  and  jollity* 

And  never  be  profound. 

The  tidings  glad  will  Wiooin  shout 

In  Pattor's  willing  ear  ; 
Grave  Uornob,  too,  will  hurry  up, 

With  PiEBSON  in  the  rear. 

We're  off  to  Kansas  ; 

We  seek  the  happy  olime 
Where  everything  is  lovely. 

And  "  profundity  "  a  crime. 

There  Cottrill  shall  repose  in  peace, 

MacGrotty  fear  no  harm  ; 
At  '*  torrora  of  rho  law  "  we'll  laugh. 

Nor  feel  tho  least  alarm. 

We're  off  to  Kansas, 

Blent  pen-and-scissors  band ; 

Wo  will  "  seek  tho  setting  sun,*' 

Where  that  terrible  profun- 
Dity  "  is  banished  from  the  land. 

Hoping  that  the  following  review  of  Nevada  will  stir  up  the  silent  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  our  adjoining  State  and  induce  him  to  crawl  out  of  his  shell  of  exclusiveness, 
we  publish  it  for  whom  it  may  concern : — 

NEVADA. 

But  one  man  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada,  so  far  as 
we  can  learn  from  the  examination  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty-seven  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  the  United  States,  has  received  anv  information  of  the  doings  of  this 
Grand  Bod  v.  That  man  is  Companion  Charles  L.  Wiooin,  of  California,  and  he  got 
his  copy  of  proceedings  from  Nevada  by  begging  it  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  that 
"  silent  land." 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada  was  organized  November  18,  1873.  Two  Annual 
Convocations  have  been  held,  and  proceedings  have  been  published.  And  yet  the 
Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Samuel  W.  Chubbuck,  has  not  sent  official  notice  of  the 
organization,  or  a  copv  of  the  proceedings,  to  a  single  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States.  Such  a  violation  of  decency  and  the  social  amenities  of  life  deserves  rebuke 
and  condemnation.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada*  has  no  right  to  treat  its  associate 
Grand  Chapters  with  such  indignity.  If  Companion  Chubbock  does  not  understand 
the  duties  which  devolve  upon  every  gentleman  and  Mason,  and  particularly  upon  a 
Mason  who  holds  an  official  position,  then  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada  should  elect 
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a  Grand  Secretary  who  anderstands  the  duties  of  the  office  and  who  will  perform 
them. 

Under  the  head  of  Nevada,  Companion  Drummon^d  says,  in  his  report  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Maine : 

'*  We  have  tried  in  vain  to  obtain  proceedings,  or  indeed  any  communication  from 
this  Grand  Chapter. 

**  We  have  addressed  Gold  Hill,  but  in  vain ;  and  yet  it  would  seem  that  it  should 
not  be  thus,  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada  was  formed  by  our  authority.  We 
have  feit  quite  unpleasantly  that  this  child  ef  ours  should  be  so  very  retiring  as  to 
keep  her  very  existence  concealed  from  her  sisters,  and  take  no  notice  whatever  of 
her  god-father.    Perhaps  that^s  what's  the  matter." 

Companion  Pierson,  of  Jtfinnesota,  says  in  his  report : 

"  We  have  heard  incidentally  that  a  Grand  Chapter  has  been  organized  in  Nevada, 
but  have  not  been  favored  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings." 

Companion  Wiogin,  of  California,  nays  (the  italics  are  ours): 

**  ThroughtJie  kind  offices  of  a  fi-iend,  we  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada.  We  had  heard  rumors  to  the  effect 
that  a  Grand  Chapter  had  been  organized  in  the  neighboring  State  of  Nevada,  but 
Jiave  received  no  official  notice  of  the  fact 

**  We  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Eminent  Com- 
panion  John  C.  Currie,  a  few  days  since,  who  promised  to  see  that  we  are  furnished 
with  the  proceedings  in  futnre;  and  having  thus  taken  measures  to  Cfurrie  favor 
with  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  greet  with  open  arms  our  sister,  Nevada,  and  extend 
to  her  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  harmonious  family  of  Grand  Chapters.'' 

Whether  the  other  Grand  Chapters  will  extend  a  "  hearty  welcome  "  to  Nevada, 
simply  because  Companion  Wiooin  has  received,  as  a  personal  favor,  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings,  while  the  rest  of  us  are  entirely  ignored,  is  a  proposition  which  might 
not  be  unanimously  adopted. 

As  for  myself,  in  my  official  capacity,  I  shall  not  use  the  "  kind  offices  of  a  friend  '' 
nor  will  I  attempt  to  curry  favor  with  the  Grand  Secretary,  through  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  in  order  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  extremely  exclusive  Grand 
Chapter.  I  have  written  three  letters  to  Grand  Secretary  Cucbbuck— not  in  my 
individual  capacity,  but  as  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey, 
with  seal  attached  and  postage  stamps  enclosed  for  reply — asking  for  information, 
proceedings,  &c.,  not  one  of  which  has  he  deigned  to  answer.  More  than  this  I  can- 
not do,  and  will  not  do.  If  Nevada  wishes  to  remain  "  alone  in  her  glory,"  New  Jer- 
sey at  least  will  not  disturb  her. 

Under  the  head  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reviewing  the  able  report  of  Comp.  Eellt, 
he  quotes  the  following  paragraph  as  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Kelly  :— 

The  man  who  pays  simply  for  the  privilege  of  being  called  a  Mason  and  enjoying 
the  advantages  consequent  upon  such  a  relation,  has  no  more  of  the  spirit  of  Masonry 
in  his  heart  than  a  (Jhimpanzee,  and  is  about  as  well  qualified  to  understand  and 
appreciate  its  beneficent  teachings. 

Why,  bless  your  old  heart,  Corson,  where  were  your  spectacles  when  yon  looked 
Kelly  over  ?  Didn't  you  see  that  the  above  was  our  bantling,  and  that  Kelly  was 
quoting  from  us  when  he  wrote  it?  We  were  pitching  into  Lewis,  of  Connecticut, 
when  we  got  that  off,  and  we  thought  we  had  him,  and  think  so  now ;  but  while 
pouring  hot  shot  into  the  enemy,  we  can't  afford  to  have  our  ammunition  credited  to 
others.    However,  we'll  forgive  yon  this  time  if  you  won't  do  so  again. 

We  hardly  know  when  to  leave  this  report,  for  there  is  much,  very  much  more  in 
it  that  we  would  like  to  notice,  but  we  must  be  on  to  the  next,  for  time  and  the 
printer's  devil  wait  for  no  man. 

There  are  thirty-three  chartered  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  an  aggregate 
membership  of  2718. 

The  M,',  E.\  Edward  Goeller  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B,-.  E,\ 
Thomas  J.  Corson  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Trenton. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  held  its  seventy-ninth  Annual  Convocation,  In 
the  city  of  Albany,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  February,  1876~the  M,\  E,\ 
Joseph  B.  Chaffee,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  i?.*.  E,\  Christopher  G.  Fox 
being  Grand  Secretary.  One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  subordinate  Chapters  were 
represented. 
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The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  an  able  and  scholar! j  production.  Rel- 
ative to  the  "  progress  of  the  Royal  Craft  '^  he  says : — 

Daring  the  official  year  now  closing,  the  progress  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  jaris- 
diction  has  been  marked  by  harmony  and  quietude,  and  there  has  been,  as  a  general 
thing,  a  larger  degree  of  prosperity  than,  under  the  circumiitances  affecting  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  we  could  reasonably  have  expected ;  and  I  am  free  to  confess  my  belief 
that,  in  this  somewhat  lessened  rate  of  speed,  we  shall  eventually  find  a  real  blessing, 
not  because  there  is  any  danger  of  there  being  too  many  Royul  Arch  Masons,  but 
that  an  occasional  rest  will  give  us  time  to  scrutinize  our  work,  and  assure  ourselves 
that  we  are  not  making  too  many  in  nsme  and  too  few  in  reality.  When  we  contem- 
plate the  enormous  increase  of  the  past  few  years  we  cannot  deceive  ourselves  with 
the  idea  that  all  the  persons  admitted  to  assist  in  the  building  have  been  just  such 
blocks  as  are  needed  to  make  good  and  square  work,  and  hence  to  a  certam  extent 
we  have  marred  the  symmetry  of  the  Temple,  by  failing  to  give  sufficient  time  to  the 
scrutiny  and  selection  of  material. 

It  appears  to  me  that  as  custodians  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction, 
and  as  the  successors  of  the  devoted  and  illustrious  companions  who  have  passed  the 
veils  of  this  earthly  tabernacle  forever,  leaving  us  to  bear  up  the  banners  and  march 
steadfastly  beneath  them,  our  duty  is  to  magnify  our  office  ;  to  have  a  care  that  only 
the  good,  the  faithful,  the  earnest  and  true  are  permitted  a  place  among  the  work- 
men. Were  it  absolutely  certain  that  such,  and  such  only,  would  always  be  admitted. 
I  should  delight  to  see  a  Chapter  established  in  every  hamlet  in  the  State  ;  but  as  it 
is,  an  occasional  halt  and  greater  care  cannot  fail  tu  raise  the  standard  and  give  the 
Royal  Art  more  power  and  coDsideration  among  those  whose  good  opinion  is  a  strong 
tower  of  defense. 

He  pays  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Comp.  Jackson  H.  Chase,  Grand 
Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
August,  1876. 

Among  other  interesting  episodes  in  the  Masonic  career  of  Comp.  Chase,  he  gives 
the  following  :— 

In  1871,  a  request  came  from  England,  petitioning  the  Grand  Chapter,  Grand 
Council  and  Grand  Commandery  for  the  Most  Excellent  Master's,  the  Cryptic  and  the 
Red  Cross  Knight  Degrees,  and  with  the  proper  authority  111.  Bro.  Chase  proceeded 
to  England  and  established  Councils  ot  these  degrees,  since  which  time  they  have 
flourished  there.  This  ev«nt  was  watched  with  much  interest  by  Masons  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  result  was  more  successful  than  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. 

He  had  visited  a  large  number  of  subordinate  Chapters,  in  all  of  which  he  says  he 
was  received  "  most  cordially  and  fraternally,"  and  he  reports  the  Chapters  visited 
to  be  in  the  "enjoyment  of  a  reasonable  share  of  prosperity,  supported  by  universal 
peace  and  harmony." 

We  note  the  following  decisions  : — 

1.  That  a  majority  vote  is  sufficient  to  give  consent  to  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction, 
and  that  the  Chapter  to  which  such  consent  is  given  acquires  and  retains  all  rights  in 
the  matter,  as  though  it  had  been  originally  petitioned.    (Sec  Sec.  51,  Art.  3d,  Const,) 

2.  That  the  Scribe  of  a  Chai)ter,  presiding  in  the  absence  of  his  superior  officers, 
has  the  right  to  call  upon  any  companion  present  to  assist  in  the  work  ;  the  Scribe, 
of  course,  being  responsible  for  the  order  and  regularity  of  the  proceeiliugs. 

3.  An  application  for  the  degrees  does  not  become  void  by  lapse  of  time,  nuless 
there  is  a  clause  in  the  By-Laws  of  the  Chapter  to  that  effect,  (iind  every  Chapter 
should  have  such  a  law.)  The  proposition  fee  belongs  to  the  Chapter,  except  the 
petition  is  rejected,  when  it  should  be  returned  to  the  applicant. 

4.  That  when  a  companion  has  been  dropped  from  the  roll  of  bis  Lodge  for  non- 

aayment  of  dues  only,  such  action  docs  not  deprive  him  of  his  general  stuuding  as  a 
!ason,  but  only  of  his  rights  of  membership  in  his  Lodge  ;  hence,  his  relations  to  his 
Chapter  remain  unimpaired  and  subject  only  to  the  provisions  ol  its  own  By-Laws. 

5.  That  it  is  the  undeniable  right  of  a  member  in  good  standing  in  his  Chapter  to 
demand  a  ballot  on  the  advancement  of  a  candidate. 

6.  The  question  of  distance  between  Chapters  is  not  to  be  decided  by  the  facili- 
ties of  travel,  but  by  the  actual  measurement,  or,  in  other  words,  geographically. 

7.  That  when  a  Chapter  having  wrongfully  taken  material  belonging  to  another 
Chapter,  refuses  to  make  the  proper  apology  and  pay  over  the  fee,  when  demanded, 
the  remedy  U  by  charges,  regularly  preferred  and  tried. 

8.  That  this  Grand  Chapter  having  adopted  a  Standard  Ritual,  and  at  considera- 
ble expense  caused  the  same  to  be  promulgated  throughout  its  jurisdiction,  cannot 
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encoarage  the  exemplification  of  other  systems  among  \i%  Chapters,  lest  confusioa 
arise  among  the  workmen ;  bnt  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  companioos  seeking 
information  from  visiting  other  jurisdictions  and  witnessing  the  work  there  practiced. 

9.  That  a  companion  clear  of  the  books  of  his  Chapter,  and  against  whom  no 
charges  are  pending,  is  entitled,  on  request,  to  a  dimit. 

10.  That  suspension  or  expulsion  by  a  Lodge  for  a  Masonic  oflTense  deprives  a 
companion  of  his  rights  in  the  Chapter,  without  a  trial  de  riooo  in  the  Chapter. 

In  all  of  the  above  decisions  we  concnr. 

One  dispensation  was  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter. 

He  concludes  his  AdJress  with  some  wise  suggestions,  as  follows : — 

After  so  many  years  of  existence,  and  in  possession  of  the  recorded  wisdom  of  so 
many  companions  whose  labors  have  been  given  to  us  for  our  profit  and  direction, 
there  can  oe  but  little  need  for  new  laws;  and  indeed,  we  can  best  illustrate  our 
appreciation  of  our  many  blessings  by  striving  to  avoid  the  new  paths,  and  standing 
as  fast  and  as  firmly  as  possible  "  on  the  old  ways." 

In  the  fleeting  hours  which  are  to  govern  and  bound  this  assembly,  let  us  each 
endeavor  to  forget  self,  that  individually  and  collectively  we  may  exalt  our  profes- 
sion and  promote  the  general  well  being,  and  thus  when  the  hour  of  separation  again 
comes,  we  can  retire  to  our  several  homes,  feeling  that  we  have  endeavored  to  dis- 
charge our  whole  duty. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  that  the  power  of 
granting  dispensations  is  allowed  that  officer. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  is  an  interesting  paper,  and  from  it  we  extract 
the  following,  as  of  general  interest  to  the  Craft : — 

Returns  for  the  year  ending  December  27th,  1875,  have  been  made  by  all  the  war- 
ranted Chapters,  and  by  the  two  ChapteHS  organized  U.  D.  during  the  year,  and  from 
those  returns  the  following  tabular  statement  is  compiled  for  the  infunnatiou  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  :— 

Number  exalted  during  the  year,  1226 ;  affiliated,  lU  ;  restored,  83.  Total 
increase,  U23.  Number  dmiitted,  3U ;  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  8.30  ; 
suspended  for  unmasonic  conduct,  6  ;  expelled,  7  ;  died,  221.  Total  decrease,  l'd[)sl 
Net  increase,  25 ;  which  number,  added  to  tiie  registered  membership  heretofore 
reported,  and  deducting  fifty-nine  comnanions  rendered  unaffiliated  by  the  forfeiture 
of  the  warrants  of  Geneseo  and  Haiuiolph  Chapters,  gives  lb(,6%  as  the  number  of 
affiliated  Royal  Arch  Masons  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter  on  the  27th 
day  of  December,  1H75. 

It  will  be  observed,  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that  the  number  of  affiliated 
Royal  Arch  Masons  has  decreased  during  the  past  year,  and  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  York,  with  its  one  hundred  and  ninety  subordinates,  has  made  no  progress  in 
the  increase  of  its  membership  during  that  time.  This  fact  will  doubtless  occasion 
surprise,  and  lead  to  a  consideration  of  the  causes  that  have  produced  so  inauspicious 
a  result. 

Among  the  causes  that  suggest  themselves  as  productive  of  a  serious  loss  of  mem* 
berehip  is  that  of  suspeuBiou  for  the  non-payment  of  Chapter  duet^,  which  has 
gradually  increased  from  year  to  year  until  the  practice  haa  attained  considerable 
proportions,  affecting  not  only  individual  companions  and  subordinate  Chapters  in 
their  relations  to  each  other  and  the  Cralt,  but  the  revenue  of  the  Crand  Chapter  as 
well.  Indeed,  suspension  by  wholei^ale  has  become  quite  common,  and  many 
Chapters  have  recently  availed  themselves  of  the  power  given  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  have  suspended  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  and  eveu  sixty  per  cent,  of  their  respective 
memberships  at  one  time  and  without  nouce,  for  the  non-payment  of  dues a  condi- 
tion of  things  not  altogether  creditable  to  their  management. 

As  affecting  the  fiuunces  oi  the  Grand  Chapter,  taking  the  year  186S  asa  criterion, 
when  the  maximum  of  exaltations  and  the  minimum  of  suspensions  were  reached,  an 
examination  of  the  table  of  statistics,  as  published  from  year  to  year,  will  show  a 
gradual  reduction  in  the  former  and  a  rapid  increase  of  the  latter  until  hut  year,  when 
the  number  of  exaltations  had  decreased  about  forty  per  cent.,  and  the  bU!»pensions 
increased  nearly  seven  hundred  per  ccut.,  as  compared  with  the  number  of  each  as 
reported  in  1868,  thus  reducing  the  revenue  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  both  directions. 
One  need  not  be  an  adept  in  the  science  of  numbers  to  be  enabled  to  calculate  cor- 
rectly the  result  that  must  necet^sahly  follow  such  a  marked  change  of  membership 
from  year  to  year.  The  number  of  exaltations  cannot  be  materially  increased  or 
diminished  by  any  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  prudent  legislation  will  operate 
to  prevent  undue  haste  at  least  in  the  suspension  of  companions  for  the  non  payment 
of  dues,  and  protect  at  the  same  time  the  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Constitution  gives  subordinate  Chapters  the  power  to  suspend  their  members 
for  a  neglect  to  pay  dnes  after  a  certain  length  ol  time,  but  it  does  not  prescribe  any 
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method  of  procednre  in  the  iofliction  of  the  penalty ;  and  it  is  andonbtedly  true  that 
in  a  large  majority  of  instancen  staspension  is  declared  without  notice  of  any  kind  to 
the  deiinqaent  companions.  On  that  account  alone,  great  injustice  is  often  done,  not 
only  to  the  individual,  but  to  the  subordinate  and  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  depriving 
him  of  certain  privileges,  and  then  of  liis  membership  as  a  source  of  revenue.  The 
remedy  for  the  alleviation  of  the  evil  thus  rt^ferred  to  will  readily  suggest  itself,  and 
the  matter  deserves  the  serious  attention  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

We  think  the  power  to  suspend  for  non-payment  of  dues,  when  judiciously  exer- 
cised, is  beneficial  rather  than  otherwise.  In  our  own  jurisdiction  the  delinquent 
mast  be  duly  notified  by  the  Secretary ;  and  having  been  thus  notified  that  he  is 
more  than  six  months  in  arrears,  if  he  fails  to  pay  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  or 
give  some  good  reason  for  the  non-payment  of  his  dues,  he  is  suspended  "  without 
benefit  of  clergy.'*  He  may  reinstate  himself  at  any  time  by  the  payment  of  his 
arrearages.  The  law  has  worked  well  in  California,  and  we  think  it  is  much  better  for 
the  subordinate  Chapters  to  suspend  their  delinquent  members  than  to  retain  upon  their 
rolls  a  lot  of  dead  material  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  paying  dues  for  it  to  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprar 
dence : — 

Resolved,  That  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Kasonry  must  be  "  conferred  *'  in  Chap- 
ters under  this  jurisdiction,  and  not  "  communicated  ; "  and  any  Chapter  violating 
this  regulation  is  liable  to  charges,  and,  on  proof  of  the  commission  of  the  ofl'ense, 
the  warrant  of  the  offidnding  Chapter  shall  be  declared  forfeited  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Sec.  45  of  the  Constitution. 

We  are  surprised  that  the  necessity  should  exist  for  the  introduction  of  such  a 
resolution,  and  we  looked  with  some  eagerness  to  see  the  report  of  the  committee 
upon  it,  but  it  was  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 

Representatives  were  received  and  accredited  from  six  Grand  Chapters,  and  a 
speech  of  welcome  was  made  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Lewis,  and  responded  to 
by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Simons,  Representative  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mary- 
laud. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  able  pen  of  Comp.  D.  A.  Ooden, 
and  is  in  no  respect  inferior  to  its  predecessors  in  value  and  interest.  He  reviews 
the  transactions  of  thirty-six  Grand  Chapters,  California  for  1875  receiving  a  gener- 
ous share  of  his  notice.  He  speaks  of  our  humble  efforts  as  a  reporter  in  terms  too 
complimentary  for  us  to  repeat,  lest  the  charge  of  egotism  be  laid  at  our  door. 

We  thank  him  for  his  words  of  kindness  and  sincerely  hope  that  the  following  inti- 
mation contained  in  the  latter  portion  of  his  review  of  our  proceedings  may  speedily 
be  carried  into  effect : — 

Some  day,  we  trust  not  far  in  the  future,  yon  may  expect  to  see  us  in  your  sanc- 
tum, and  there  we  will  talk  over  all  these  matters,  and  nave  a  good  time  generally, 
fur  we  are  bound  to  see  California  once  more. 

We  pledge  onrself  to  make  it  "  very  warm  "  for  you,  Comp.  Oodew,  if  you  will  only 
come. 

On  the  question  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  he  cites  the  discnssion 
between  Comp.  Lewis,  of  Connecticut,  and  onrself,  giving  the  arguments  jtto  and  con, 
in  full.  He  says  it  is  sharp  work  on  both  sides,  but  he  is  inclined  to  favor  Comp* 
Lewis's  side  of  the  question.  Well,  it  would  be  a  tame  affair,  this  world  of  ours,  if 
we  all  thought  alike,  and  with  a  courteous  opponent,  like  Comp.  Ooden,  it  is  some- 
times a  pleasure  to  differ,  in  order  to  elicit  the  ideas  and  opinions  of  each  other. 

Comp.  Ooden  asks  us  if  we  are  sure  that  we  are  right  when  we  say  that "  Masonry 
is  a  progressive  institution."  If  we  mistake  not,  one  of  the  first  lessons  we  were 
taught  in  Masonry,  was  that "  Masonry  is  a  progressive  moral  science  and  taught  by 
degrees  only." 

If  we  acknowledge  Freemasonry  to  be  a  science,  it  must,  like  all  other  sciences, 
be  progressive,  and  in  order  to  be  progressive  it  needs  not  that  its  great  fundamen- 
tal principles  should  be  changed  or  impaired. 
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When  Freemasons  were  organized  into  regular  Lodges,  working  under  written 
constitationa,  it  was  a  progressive  movement,  yet  we  are  not  aware  that  any  of  the 
Ancient  Landmarks  of  the  Order  were  removed,  or  any  fhndamental  principle 
violated.  We  admit  that  "  Masonry  is  a  finished  iosUtation,  and  has  been  so  for  a 
long  time  ;''  bot  the  older  the  edifice,  the  more  need  for  repairs,  and  those  repairs 
may  be  made  without  changing  the  form  of  the  structure,  or  disturbing  its  foundations. 

Under  the  head  of  Connecticut,  Comp.  Oodbn  quotes  firomthe  Grand  High  Priest^s 
Address,  as  follows : — 

Comp.  Tweedy  elaborates  fully  upon  the  proceedings  oC  the  (General  Grand 
Chapter  at  its  last  Triennial  Convocation,  and  with  much  force  and  strong  reasoning 
argaes  against  the  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Grand  Body.  He 
thinks  it  has  ample  power  now.  He  deprecates  the  repeated  efforts  to  amend  the 
Constitution,  and  puts  in  his  protest  against  anything  which  shall  introduce  any 
*'  radical  changes,  particularly  in  the  direction  of  resuming  any  of  the  powers  of 
control  and  discipline  over  the  State  Grand  Chapters  which  have  been  neretofore 
surrendered." 

Upon  which  he  remarks  :— 

While  we  have  high  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  would  guard  well  the  rights  and  powers  of  State  Grand  Chapters,  yet  we 
cannot  feel  apprehension  of  evil  if  a  little  more  power  and  authority  were  conferred 
upon  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  After  all,  that  is  the  grand  central  power  it; 
gathers  into  its  councils  the  wisest  and  best  of  the  Craft,  from  every  part  and  section 
of  the  country  *,  it  has  no  motive  for  usurpation  of  powers,  or  to  oppress  subordi- 
nates *,  and  it  might  well  be  trusted  with  appellate  power  in  certain  cases ;  indeed, 
it  would  be  the  best,  safest,  most  trusted,  and  proper  tribunal  to  arbitrate,  settle ^ 
and  decide  cases  between  independent  Jurisdictions,  unbiased  by  interest,  and  look- 
ing  only  to  the  general  good  of  each  and  all ;  being  composed  of  old,  wise,  tried,  and 
honored  representatives,  good,  and  not  harm,  would  come  from  its  counsels  and  its 
paternal  care  and  advice.  In  a  country  so  great,  varied,  and  outspread  as  ours, 
on  many  questions  of  mutual  concern  and  interest,  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  com- 
mon arbiter  to  settle  disputed  points ;  besides  it  is  in  accord  with  our  political  institu- 
tions ;  in  accord,  too,  with  the  habits  of  thought  and  the  general  education  of  our 
people.  While  we  would  guard,  carefully  and  jealously,  the  rights  of  State  Grand 
Chapters,  aud  in  all  local  and  internal  affairs  we  would  say  to  all,  '*  hands  off.  we  tolerate 
no  intermeddling ! "  yet,  in  a  few  general  powers,  a  few  uncertain  and  confiicting 
opinions  and  actions,  it  seems  to  us  that  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  common  centre  of 
authority  to  which  all  would  yield,  and  to  which  all  would  pay  respect  and  deference. 
We,  therefore,  hope  the  committee  having  the  constitntional  amendments  in  charge, 
will  consider  well  the  question  of  enlargement  of  powers,  and  make  such  suggestions 
as  they  think  wise  and  proper. 

We  fully  concur  with  Comp.  Oodbn  in  the  ideas  above  expressed.  The  General 
Grand  Chapter  should  be  invested  with  fuller  powers  or  abandon  its  organization. 

Under  the  head  of  Maryland  he  quotes  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, viz.  :— 

"  No  Chapter  shall  elect  for  its  High  Priest,  any  other  than  a  King,  Past  King, 
Scribe,  Past  Scribe,  or  Past  High  Priest,  unless  the  Chapter,  by  death,  removal,  or 
otherwise,  shall  have  no  member  so  qualified." 

Upon  which  piece  of  legislation  he  expresses  our  sentiments  exactly  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : — 

This  is  contrary  to  the  rule  in  this  and  many  other  Jurisdictions,  and  is,  in  our 
judgment,  wrong  ;  for,  made  up  as  Chapters  are,  of  the  best  material  of  Lodges,  it  is 
fair  to  presume  that  they  are  qualified  to  hold  anv  office,  the  highe&t  as  welT  as  the 
lowest.  Nor  la  there  anything  in  the  duties  of  King  or  Scribe  which  particularly 
qualifles  them  for  the  duties  of  High  Priest  Nor  does  the  analogy  of  the  Lodge  officers 
operate  as  a  rule  or  precedent  tu  be  followed.  The  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens  have 
more  work,  and  work  pertaining  to  the  management  and  control,  as  well  as  the 
work  of  the  Lodge  and  the  degrees,  than  the  King  or  Scribe  in  the  Chapter ;  and 
hence  it  cannot  be  urged  that  by  taking  the  King  or  Scribe  for  High  Priest  you  are 
sure  to  get  experienced  and  practiced  workmen,  for  such  does  not  follow  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course.  To  our  mind,  the  true  rule  is  to  take  the  best  material  you  have,  and 
select  it  anywhere  in  your  Chapter. 
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A  great  deal  that  is  interestiog  and  inBtractive  is  embodied  in  this  admirable 
report,  bat  we  have  do  room  for  more. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secrtary  were  both  re-elected.  Address :  Buf- 
falo. 

NOBTH  CAROLINA. 

The  twenty-eighth  Annnal  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Charlotte  on  the  fifth  day  of  Jane,  1876,— the  M,\  E.\  Thomas 
S.  KcKNAN,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  ii.\  E.\  Donald  W.  Baim  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Sixteen  sobordinate  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  principally  devoted  to  matters  of 
local  interest.  He  annocnces  the  death  of  the  M.'.  E,\  Thomas  W.  Dewey,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to  his  memory.  After  obtaining  a 
report  from  the  High  Priests  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  of  their  condition  and 
working,  he  attributes  the  present  condition  of  apathy,  first,  to  the  condition  of  the 
country ;  and  second,  to  the  want  of  skill  in  the  work  by  officers  of  Chapters,  and 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  philosophy  of  the  Chapter  degrees.    He  says : — 

The  first  of  these  causes  should  not  be  an  obstacle.  It  is  true  the  financial  em- 
baratssment  of  oor  people  is  almost  universal,  but  remember,  that  we  have  only  to 
do  our  whole  duty,  and  humbly  trust  to  the  Providence  of  Him  who  doeth  all  things 
well. 

To  remove  the  second  cause,  it  would  only  be  necessary  perhaps  to  call  attention 
to  the  requirement  of  the  resolution  of  1856,  which  is  now  in  force,  and  of  a  perma- 
nent nature ;  and  to  urge  upon  Chapters  the  importance  of  inauguratinff  a  system  of 
lectures  and  discussions  upon  Maaonic  subjects.  Secure  the  services  of  Grand  Lec- 
turers ;  provide  means  to  establish  respectable  Masonic  libraries  ;  make  the  institu- 
tion more  attractive  to  men  of  intelligence  and  literary  merit.  Let  us  all  show  -our 
appreciation  of  the  labors  of  our  Grand  Secretary  in  his  preparation  of  the  Masonic 
Code  of  North  Carolina  by  securing  a  copy  thereof.  Thougn  issued  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  is  at  the  same  time  an  important  part  of  the  written  law 
of  this  Grand  Cliapter.  The  *'  Masonic  Journal,"  which  is  published  at  Greens- 
boro-, is  worthy  of  our  support.  It  is  ably  edited  ;  possesses  a  high  degree  of  merit ; 
and  contains,  beside  Masonic  literature,  well  selected  matter,  which  is  calculated  to 
make  its  visits  desirable  and  instructive. 

With  these  sources  of  information  there  is  no  reason  why  every  Mason  in  the 
State  should  not  thoroughly  acqusint  himself  with  the  laws  of  our  government. 
Without  their  aid  no  good  work  can  be  executed,  and  darkness  will  continue  to  over- 
shadow us. 

He  makes  an  appeal  for  the  Orphan  Asylums  at  Oxford  and  Asheville,  and  asks 
the  companions  to  "  make  Capitular  Masonry  a  practical  and  substantial  benefit  to 
the  orphan.'*  The  following  resolution  was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Jurisprudence : — 

Resolved,  That  any  brother,  after  having  been  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  In  a 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  having  been  advanced  to  the  honorary  degree  of  Mark 
Master,  and  exhibited  suitable  proficiency,  shall  not  be  debarred  from  receiving  the 
remaining  degrees  except  where  charges  have  been  preferred. 

The  committeejeported  as  follows,  and  their  report  was  concurred  in  :— 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  Introduced 
by  Comp.  M.  M.  Katz,  in  regard  to  the  enactment  of  a  requirement,  compelling  the 
preferring  of  charges  against  one  who  has  been  once  elected  and  received  part  of  the 
degrees  and  estopped,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  same  haa  had  due  consideration, 
and  recommend  tbat  it  do  not  pass.  We  hold  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the 
craft  and  against  the  policy  of  our  order,  as  evidenced  by  abundant  legislation  and 
immemorial  precedent,  to  require  that  any  one  should  disclose  his  ballot,  or  declare 
how  he  voted. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  was  duly  recognized  and  welcomed. 

The  Committee  on  Finances  report  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $247  24. 

The  following  report  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest's  Address  relative  to  the  Orphan  Asylnmsj'shows  that  onr  com- 
panions of  North  Carolina  are  not  nnmindfnl  of  the  great  principle  of  charity  which 
lies  at  the  base  of  all  Masonic  organizations : — 
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Toar  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  bo  much  of  the  address  of  the  Mr.  E,\ 
Grand  High  Priest  as  pertained  to  tlie  Orphan  Asylums  at  Oxford  and  Asheville, 
having  considered  the  same,  and  being  impressed  with  the  justness  of  it,  beg  leave  to 
report  the  following  resolutions  and  recommend  their  adoption,  to-wit : — 

1.  That  the  claims  of  these  institutions  upon  our  cLarities  should  be  recognized 
by  every  Royal  Arch  Chapter  within  this  jurisdiction. 

2.  That  each  subordinate  Chapter  be,  and  is  hereby  requested  to  make  an  appro- 
priation for  the  benefit  of  the  above  mentioned  Asylums,  or  one  of  them  ;  said  appro- 
priations to  be  paid  as  often  as  quarterly  to  the  proper  agent  of  the  Asylum  for  whose 
benefit  it  is  intended,  and  reported  annually  to  this  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Annual  Con- 
vocations. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  we  have  no  doubt  the  subordinate  Chapters  will,  by 
their  liberal  contrtbotions,  make  the  hearts  of  the  orphans  to  rejoice  and  be  glad. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  genial  pen  of  Com  p.  Jamks 
BouTHOATB,  and  is  in  no  respect  inferior  to  those  which  have  preceded  it.  He 
reviews  in  his  usual  kindly  manner  the  transactions  of  twenty-eight  Grand  Chapters, 
having  a  pleasant  word  for  all.  California  for  1875  is  so  handsomely  noticed,  that 
we  feel  grateful  to  our  genial  companion  for  his  kindly  words.  He  quotes  liberally 
from  our  report  of  that  year,  and  agrees  with  us  in  all  but  the  question  of  suspension 
for  non-payment  of  dues.  He  thinks  that  all  we  accomplish  by  suspension  might  be 
effected  by  simply  striking  from  the  roll  of  membership.  We  dislike  to  differ  with 
Comp.  SouTBQATB  iu  anj'thiiig ;  but  in  this  instance  we  are  like  Ephraim — "  wedded 
to  our  idols."  . 

Under  the  head  of  Kansas  he  says  : — 

Comp.  Carr  is  generally  correct  in  his  ideas  of  law  and  Masonic  practice,  but  we 
can't  subscribe  to  all  bis  views. 

For  example  :  In  reviewing  Michigan  he  takes  Comp.  Johnson  to  task  for  oppos- 
ing the  Texas  Rule  of  allowing  any  visiting  members  to  vote  on  petitions  for  degrees, 
and  says  he  favors  it.  We  will  divide  on  that.  Companion.  If  we  visit  your  family, 
although  Intimately  connected,  an  old  friend,  member  of  the  same  Church,  and  all 
that,  will  you  allow  us  to  say  how  your  family  should  be  governed,  who  should  be  in 
your  household,  etc.?  Methinks  were  such  liberties  taken,  Comp.  Cabr  would  show 
us  the  door,  and  rightly  too.  Let  every  household,  Masonic  as  well,  manage  its  own 
affairs,  and  no  one  can  then  complain. 

We  will  not  '*  divide  '^  with  Comp.  Southgate  on  that  proposition. 
There  are  many  good  things  in  this  excellent  report  which  we  would  gladly 
present  to  our  readers,  but  time  and  space  are  wanting. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected. 

OHIO. 

The  sixtieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  was  held  at  Put- 
in-Bay on  the  thirtieth  day  of  August,  1876,— the  M,\  E.\  Reuben  C.  Leumon,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  It.\  E.-.  James  Nesbit  being  Grand  Secretary.  A  great 
many  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented ;  time  is  too  precious  to  be  wasted 
in  counting  them,  and  we  would  here  respectfully  suggest  to  Grand  Secretaries  the 
propriety  of  mentioning  the  number  of  Chapters  represented  at  the  Annual  Convo- 
cations, so  that  we  poor  d Is  of  reporters  who  desire  to  get  speedily  at  facts,  may 

not  be  obliged  to  count  up  a  long  list  of  Chapters  in  order  to  get  at  the  actual  num- 
ber represented. 

In  his  Address  the  Grand  High  Priest  proceeds  at  once  to  business  and  recites 
his  official  acts  without  preliminary  remarks.  A  petition  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a 
new  Chapter  was  denied  for  reasons  which  to  him  seemed  sufficient.  The  High 
Priest  of  a  subordinate  Chapter  was  removed  from  his  office,  but  for  what  cause 
does  not  appear.  A  Masonic  ritual  vender,  one  Georgk  L.  Labhklls,  who  issued 
circulars  proposing  "  to  sell  the  only  copies  of  the  ritual  approved  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Ohio,''  was  suddenly  checked  in  his  operations  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
who  directed  charges  to  be  preferred  against  him,  and  he  was  tried,  and  on  the  vote 
being  taken  upon  the  question  of  his  guilt  or  innocence,  seven  voted  in  the  affirma- 
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tive  and  foar  in  the  negative.  On  the  qaestion  of  expnlsion,  flix  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  five  in  the  negative  ;  and  on  the  qaestion  of  indefinite  tpuapension,  eight 
voted  in  the  affirmative  and  three  in  the  negative.  On  this  sabject  the  Qrand  High 
Priest  aaya  :— 

Taking  this  action  as  indicative  either  of  a  willfal  miHunderstanding  of  the  regala- 
tions  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Cliapter,  or  a  determination  on  the  part  of  those  voting 
"  not  guiltv  '^  to  disregard  them,  I  directed  Comp.  Bolles  to  cause  the  companions  of* 
Oriented  Chapter  to  be  sammoned  to  meet  me  at  their  hail  in  West  Salem.  Jaly  6,  at 
7  p.  M.,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  prohibited  work  in  said  Chapter.  On  the  6th  day  of 
July  1  met  ao  many  of  the  companions  of  Oriental  Chapter  as  were  assembled  at 
their  hall  (loss  than  half  their  number  being  present),  and  conferred  with  them  in 
regard  to  the  charges  against,  and  late  trial  of,  Lashblls.  In  the  course  of  this 
conference  I  learned  that  a  brother  of  the  accused,  associated  with  him  in  the  adven- 
ture of  marketing  rituals,  was  present  as  a  member  of  Oriental  Chapter,  ready,  quite 
ready,  to  assume  the  responsibility  of,  and  to  justify  the  action,  of  the  Chapter. 
Being  unable  to  get  at  the  full  extent  of  the  matter,  and  believing  that  the  harmony, 
prosperity  and  integrity  of  the  Order  would  be  best  promoted  by  a  more  thorough 
examination  and  treatment,  I  continued  the  interdiction  of  work  in  said  Chapter 
until  your  present  meeting. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  Orand  High  Priest's 
Address  was  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : — 

In  the  matter  of  the  interdict  of  work  in  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  128,  your  commit- 
tee approve  the  action  of  the  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest,  but  a  number  of  the  com- 
panions of  said  Chapter  have  been  before  your  committee,  and  from  their  represen 
tations  we  feel  assured  that  the  offense,  on  the  part  of  the  Cliapter,  was  more  of  the 
head  than  of  the  heart,  but  as  intelligence,  not  less  than  honesty,  is  necessarv  to  the 
successful  management  of  a  subordinate  Chapter,  your  committee  recommend  that  so 
soon  as  the  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest  shall  be  satisfied  that  said  Chapter  can  safely 
be  intrusted  with  all  the  interests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  he  remove  said  interdict, 
bat  in  such  removal  they  also  recommend  care. 

We  indorse  the  recommendation. 

The  demise  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Jacob  Gra^f  is  announced  and  a  fraternal 
tribute  is  paid  to  his  memory. 

A  number  of  decisions  were  rendered,  which,  however,  were  all  local  in  their 
nature  and  were  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  William  L.  Bdech- 
NEB,  and  is  an  interesting  and  well-prepared  paper,  occupying  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  pages  of  the  proceedings,  and  reviewing  ably  and  courteously  the  transactions  of 
thirty-eight  Grand  Chapters.  California  for  1876  is  honored  with  a  six  page  review, 
in  which  he  makes  liberal  extracts  from  our  report  of  that  year,  and  for  the  most 
part  agrees  with  us  in  the  ideas  and  opinions  there  advanced.  He  quotes  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Rbtnolds'  remarks  upon  the  Representative  system,  and  Bays  z— 

We  are  sorry  Comp.  Retkolds  does  not  tell  us  some  of  the  good  results  of  that 
system  —we  hear  so  much  of  them  and  have  never  seen  any.  We  so  far  consider  it 
more  ornamental  than  useful ;  if  we  are  wrong,  we  would  like  to  see  our  error  and 
repent. 

We  have  no  time  to  reiterate  the  arguments  we  have  already  adduced  In  favor  of 
the  system,  but  the  fact  that  it  has  been  adopted  by  nearly  every  Grand  Chapter  in 
the  world  is  to  our  mind  conclusive  evidence  that  there  must  be  some  good  in  it,  even 
though  Comp.  Buechneb  has  been  as  yet  unable  to  discover  it. 

He  objects  to  our  rule  requiring  petitioners  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new 
Chapter  to  file  their  dimits  with  their  petition,  on  the  ground  that  *'  if  a  dispensation 
is  refused,  the  dimitted  companions  have  ail  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  a  ballot  to  become 
afllliated  again.*' 

If  the  dimitted  companions  are  good  men  and  true,  they  need  not  fear  to  run  that 
gauntlet  But  that  very  Idea  operates  beneficially,  by  deterring  companions  from 
petitioning  for  dispensations  to  form  new  Chapters  nnlesa  in  localities  where  they 
are  really  needed ;  and  in  snch  cases,  it  ia  not  likely  that  a  dispenaation  would  be 
refuied. 
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He  does  not  coocnr  with  ns  in  the  oUim  that  a  brother  may  be  elected  Master 
without  having  served  as  a  Warden,  as  he  considers  this  one  of  the  '*  Ancient  Land- 
marks." We  acknowledge  that  it  is  one  of  the  Ancient  Regulations,  but  since  the 
dajTS  of  written  constitutions,  those  "  Ancients  "  are  not  all  in  force.  In  the  Ancient 
Charges  we  find  the  following :  **  All  preferment  among  Masons  is  grounded  upon 
real  tcorih  and  persofuU  merU  ovity ;  that  so  the  lords  may  be  well  served,  the 
brethren  not  put  to  shame,  nor  the  Royal  Craft  despised ;  iherefore,  no  Master  or 
Warden  is  chosen  by  seniority t  htU  for  his  merit,^^  In  the  "  Ahiman  Rezon,"  com- 
piled for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  1825,  we  find  the  following  definition  of 
*'  lAudmarks  "  i— 

The  landmarks  of  Freemasonry  are,  unqnestionablv,  thosQ  marks  of  distinction 
which  peculiarly  designate  our  institution,  and  by  which  we  discover,  "  examine 
and  try^^  A  brother's  right  to  the  privileges  of  the  Order.  These  are  of  the  utmosc 
importance,  and  must  be  carefully  guarded  against  everything  like  innovation  or 
change.  But  our  rites  and  ceremonies,  our  laws  and  regulations,  are  not  landmarks, 
but  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  on  local  circumstances. 

We  consider  the  above  to  be  good  authority  for  the  position  we  assume. 
Again,  he  quotes  our  remarks  upon  the  temperance  question,  whereupon  he 
says  :— 

We  cannot  exactly  agree  with  Comp.  Wiooin  on  this  question.  We  know  we  are 
as  fully  opposed  to  drunkenness  as  he  is,  but  we  are  not  yet  an  advocate  of  making 
a  total  abstinence  society  of  Masonry,  any  more  than  to  make  it  the  advocate  of  a 
religious  denomination  or  political  party. 

Now,  Masonry  tolerates  in  its  Lodges  neither  religious  denominations  nor  political 
parties.  It  requires  its  votaries  to  acknowledge  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being, 
the  Creator  and  Ruler  of  all,  and  beyond  this  it  restricts  no  man  in  his  religious 
belief.  Politics  are  utterly  ignored ;  but  temperance  is  one  of  the  first  lessons  we  are 
taught  in  Masonry,  and  is  most  strongly  impressed  upon  our  minds  ;  and  when  we 
see,  day  by  day,  the  ravages  which  intemperance  is  making  in  our  ranks,  when  we 
see  our  finest  intellects  clouded  and  destroyed  by  the  vicious  practice  of  dram-drink- 
ing, we  are  moved  to  "  cry  aloud  and  spare  not.^  And  again  we  say,  as  we  said  of 
Comp.  SoDTHOATE  of  South  Carolina,  Oh !  for  more  of  this  class  of  writers,— who 
will  1)0  in  season  and  out  of  season,  by  precept  and  example,  constant  in  their  en- 
deavors to  remove  this  incubus  from  our  Order. 

Under  the  head  uf  Michigan,  in  reviewing  the  report  of  Comp.  Innes,  he  says  :— 

Under  the  head  of  California,  he  disapproves  of  their  rule,  to  appoint  all  officers 
of  subordinate  Chapters  below  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  ssys  they  should  be  elected. 
We  think  the  rule  a  good  one,  as  the  Grand  Council  can  easily  pick  among  the  mem- 
bers the  best  material  for  the  right  place,  which,  as  we  all  know,  is  frequently  not 
done  by  elections. 

Comp.  Bubobnbr's  head  is  level  on  that  question,  and  for  the  reasons  given,  the 
regulation  was  adopted. 

We  would  like  to  follow  Comp.  Bubchnbr  farther,  for  their  are  many  gems  in  his 
report  which  we  would  be  glad  to  place  before  our  readers,  but  our  time  is  short 
and  we  must  close. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.    Address :  Troy. 

OREGHDN. 

The  Orand  Chspter  of  Oregon  held  its  sixteenth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  Portland  on  the  ninth  day  of  June,  1876,  the  M.\  E.',  James  R.  Batlet,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  R.  P.  Earhabt  being  Grand  Secretary.  Ten  sub* 
ordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  as  is  usual  in  this  Jurisdiction,  is  brief  and 
principslly  confined  to  matters  of  local  interest.  After  giving  thanks  to  the  Great 
I  am  for  all  the  blessings  bestowed  upon  the  Craft,  he  waxes  patriotic,  as  witness  the 
following  i— 
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The  experiment  of  a  Repablican  form  of  Government  is  no  longer  an  experiment, 
bnt  it  la  recognized  as  a  fact,  and  to  as  as  a  nation,  under  the  providence  of  God, 
descends  the  rich  inheritance  of  the  favored  sons  of  freedom. 

And  when  we  turn  onr  attention  to  the  wonderful  display  of  onr  countrymen  at 
the  Qnaker  city,  where  one  hundred  years  ago  Libertv  was  first  proclaimed  to  the 
handful!  of  struggling  patriots,  from  Independence  Hall;  and  when  she  now  calls  our 
people  and  th^  people  of  the  world  together  to  witness  the  fruits  of  that  Declaration, 
we  are  lost  in  amazement  at  the  progress  shown  in  so  short  a  time.  In  Art  and 
Science  we  are  the  peer  of  any ;  and  to  onr  mechanical  genius  and  practical  develop- 
ment of  our  national  resources,  all  must  yield  the  palm. 

We  may  be  pardoned  then,  as  men,  if  we  feel  a  just  pride  in  tiiese  grand  results, 
and  our  hearts  swell  with  the  proud  title  of  American  citizens. 

One  dispensation  was  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter. 

He  congratulates  the  companions  upon  the  perfect  harmony  whioh  prevails,  and 
Bays:  "Nothing  has  occurred,  so  far  as  I  know,  since  last  we  parted  around  this 
sacred  altar,  to  cloud  onr  prosperity  or  confuse  the  Craft  at  work  on  our  mystic 
temple,  and  as  their  labors  increase  and  we  grow  in  strength,  so  we  have  increased 
in  zeal  for  our  beloved  Order,  and  that  it  may  be  ever  thus  is  the  earnest  prayer  of 
my  heart."    Again  he  says  : — 

The  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevails  everywhere.  Oregon,  although 
one  of  the  least  in  membership,  stands  among  the  first  for  talent  and  merit,  and 
especially  do  we  get  credit  for  our  correspondence. 

Many  regrets  are  expressed  that  our  worthy  Companion,  T.  McF.  Patton.  has 
declined  to  serve  longer  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
as  his  voluminous  and  spicy  reports  are  higelv  prized  and  complimented  by  all  with 
whom  we  exchange  greeting.  Althoogh  much  regretted  by  us  as  well  as  others,  it 
was  unavoidable,  as  Companion  Patton  had  served  long  and  faithfully,  and  we 
should  not  press  the  heavy  duties  of  this  position  on  one  brother  forever.  The  labor 
is  great,  and  the  remuneration  allowed  comparatively  small,  hence  others  must 
bear  their  share  of  the  burden. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  presented  a  report  of  his  doings,  which  shows  that  as  an  offi- 
cer he  lias  faithfully  discharged  his  duty,  having  visited  and  instructed  every  Chapter 
in  the  jurisdiction,  and  conferred  the  degrees  in  all  but  one.  He  intimated  a  desire 
to  be  relieved  from  further  duty,  but  the  Grand  Chapter,  recognizing  his  faithful  ser- 
vices, amended  the  Constitution,  made  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer  an  elective  one, 
and  elected  Comp.  Cox  to  the  position. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  his  hands'of  $573  04. 

Comp.  M.  y.  Brown,  as  the  successor  of  Comp.  Patton,  presents  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  and  a  very  good  Report  it  is.  He  had  received  only  twenty-five  of 
the  proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Chapters,  and  among  the  missing  ones,  we  regret  to 
say,  is  California.  We  cannot  understand  this.  Our  proceedings  are  regnlarly  mailed 
to  Comp.  Earhart,  the  Grand  Seciretary,  and  why  they  fail  to  connect  is  a  matter  of 
Barprise  to  us.    Comp.  Brown  thus  introduces  himself  :— 

In  undertaking  the  task  before  me  I  am  almost  overwhelmed  with  misgivings. 
Through  the  care,  judgment,  and  extensive  Masonic  knowledge  of  my  distinguished 
predecessor  who  wrought  so  long  and  skillfully  in  the  labor,  our  comparatively 
youthful  Grand  Chapter  has  gained  an  enviable  distinction  among  the  Royal  Craft  of 
our  country,  and  a  tear  that  I  may  not  be  able  to  keep  us  up  to  that  exalted  (stand- 
ard, causes  me  to  approach  the  work  with  hesitation  and  reluctance.  But,  remem- 
bering that  he  who  hesitates  is  lost,  I  shall,  withont  further  apology,  poise  my  pen, 
oil  my  scissors,  grease  my  elbow,  and  grapple  with  the  task.  And  this  our  secbnd 
paragraph  will  scarcely  make  ns  a  welcome  guest  at  the  tables  of  our  companion 
correspondents,  as  we  must  stalk  into  their  presence  with  a  forbidding  scowl  upon 
onr  visage  and  an  audible  growl  upon  our  lips.  Why  this  thing  is  thus,  is  thusly:  out 
of  about  forty  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States  and  adjacent  provinces,  we  have 
received  reports  from  only  twenty-five. 

We  do  not  blame  Comp.  Brown  for  growling,  under  the  circnmstanceB.  Capable, 
as  he  evidently  is,  of  writing  a  first-class  report,  it  is  too  bad  that  in  this,  his  initial 
eiTort,  ho  should  have  been  deprived  of  nearly  one-half  the  material  that  should  have 
been  placed  in  his  bands.  We  welcome  Comp.  Brown  most  cordially  to  the  reporto- 
rial  corps,  and  hope  he  may  be  able  to  make  for  himself  a  reputation  as  enviable  as 
that  acquired  by  his  predecessor. 
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We  cannot  eoncar  In  the  Tiews  of  Gomp.  Brown  on  some  of  the  snbJectB  treated 
of  in  his  report,  bnt,  as  his  opinions  are  conrteonsly  expressed,  we  can  afford  to 
differ,  and  each  strive  to  convince  the  other  of  his  errors,  if  possible. 

Under  the  head  of  Kansas  we  find  the  following :~ 

The  following  onestion  of  his,  we  mnst  confess,  has  often  occorred  to  onr  minds 
while  going  over  the  reports  of  the  different  Grand  Chapters :  "  Whv  should  there 
be  any  difference  in  the  ruling  among  the  several  Grand  Chapters,  since  we  have  s 
General  Grand  Chapter  to  say  what  the  law  is  ?  "  If  we  are  governed  by  the  Genei  al 
Grand  Chapter,  why  should  not  that  august  body  decide  all  these  little  points  that 
there  is  so  much  diff'erence  on,  such  as  the  right  of  objection,  recording  a  mark,  sus- 
pension for  non-payment  of  dues  and  subsequent  reinstatement,  and  the  relation 
Detween  Blue  Lodges  and  Chapters?  I  wish  they  would  do  this,  ii  would  be  a  great 
saving  of  ink  to  some  of  our  contemporaries. 

On  the  question  of  allowing  visitors  to  ballot  on  applications  for  the  degrees,  he 
says : — 

'*  We  don't  believe  that  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  a  member  of  a  Chapter  in  good 
standiDg.  is  an  outsider  in  any  Chapter  when  the  question  to  be  decided  is :  *  Shall 
this  brother  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  ?'  We  would  give  the  right  of  ballot,  and 
also  the  right  of  objection,  to  all  companions  in  good  standing  wherever  they  may 
be.  Being  made  a  member  of  the  Order  comprehends  far  more,  Companion  South- 
GATE,  than  mere  membership  in  a  particular  Lodge  or  Chapter/' 

There  is  sense  in  this,  we  are  not  obligated  particularly  to  the  members  of  any 
one  Chapter  that  we  may  happen  to  be  exalted  in,  but  to  Royal  Arch  Itfasons  whither- 
soever dispersed,  and  it  does  seem  to  us  to  be  an  injustice  lihat  any  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son, in  good  standing,  should  not  have  the  privilege  of  stopping,  by  the  ballot,  any 
candidate  that  he  mav  deem  unworthy  to  be  bound  to.  It  is  certainly  inconsistent, 
to  say  the  least,  to  allow  a  Blue  Lodge  to  decide  as  to  the  standing  of  a  Roval  Arch 
Mason  in  his  Chapter,  and  refuse  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  a  vote  on  a  subject  that  he  is 
so  vitally  interested  in.  His  report  on  Oregon  is  very  full,  and  he  pays  the  usual 
compliments  to  Grand  High  Priest  Batlxy  and  Companion  Patton. 

It  is  generally  presumed  that  no  Mason  will  cast  a  black  ball  through  mere  per- 
sonal prejudice,  but,  as  Dbummond  says,  it  is  the  most  violent  piece  of  presumption 
we  ever  heard  of.  / 

We  all  know  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  beneficent  teachings  of  Masonry,  there  are  men 
in  the  Order  who  allow  their  personal  feelings  and  prejudices  to  influence  their  action 
in  the  admission  of  candidates,  and  if  the  rule  favored  by  Comp.  Bkown  were  to  pre- 
vail, one  man,  having  a  personal  pique  against  another,  might  follow  him  into  any 
Chapter,  and  however  much  the  members  of  that  Chapter  might  desire  to  add  his 
name  to  their  roils,  this  man,  through  pure  vindictiveness,  might,  by  his  vote,  debar 
him  from  becoming  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,' and  deprive  the  Chapter  of  an  excellent 
member. 

If  a  companion,  not  a  member  of  the  Chapter  to  which  the  candidate  has  applied, 
knows  anything  detrimental  to  the  character  of  the  applicant,  he  should  make  the 
fact  known  to  the  committee  to  whom  his  petition  is  referred,  and  if  his  objection  is 
a  valid  one,  it  will  of  course  be  heeded. 

There  are  some  other  matters  in  this  excellent  report  upon  which  we  beg  leave 
to  differ  with  Comp.  Brown,  but  we  do  not  wish  to  pitch  into  him  too  strongly  at 
first,  and  moreover,  we  have  not  time.  We  hope,  however,  to  be  able  to  pay  our 
respects  to  Com.  Brown  next  year. 

TheM.\K:J,  B.  Lbb  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and.  the  B.\  E,\  R.  P. 
Earhart  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Salem. 

FBNNBYIiVANIA. 

A  Quarterly  **  Communication  "  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  was  held 
on  the  sixth  day  of  May,  1875,  at  which  was  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  John  M.  Read  and  James  Simpson,  and  of  the  Grand  King,  Comp.  Robert  H* 
Pattisok,  and  appropriate  resolutions  were  adopted.  At  the  Quarterly  Communica* 
tion  held  on  the  fourth  day  of  November  1875,  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Joseph  S.  Rilbt,  Grand  Chaplain,  John  Ohambers,  and  Comp.  Francis  Blaokburni 
was  annonnced,  and  an  eloquent  eulogy  to  the  memory  of  Comp.  Rilet,  prepared 
by  Comp.  William  J.  Kkllt,  was  read  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 
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The  Annual  Commnnication  for  1875  was  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  December, — the  JC*.  E.;  Geobob  E.  Waoneb,  Grand  High 
Prieet,  presidlngt  the  R.'.  K\  Johv  Thomson  being  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  entirely  local  in  its  character,  and  is  a 
Btraight-forward,  concise  business  paper.  Truly  the  dread  Reaper  has  gathered  a 
rich  hanrest  from  the  companions  of  Pennsylvania  during  the  year.  The  following  is 
the  record  of  the  distinguished  companions  who  have  been  summoned  hence  in  that 
brief  space  of  time : — 

P.  G.  High  Priest,  SAXuBii  H.  Pbbkins,  aged  seventy-seven. 

P.  G.  High  Priest,  John  C  Smith,  aged  seventy-three. 

P.  G.  High  Priest,  John  M.  Read,  aged  seventy-eight. 

P.  G.  High  Priest,  Jambs  Simpson,  aged  seventy-five. 

The  IC.  B.  Grand  King,  Robebt  H.  Pattison,  aged  fifty-one. 

P.  G.  High  Priest,  Joseph  8.  Riley,  aged  eighty-six. 

M.  E.  Grand  Chaplain,  John  Chambers,  aged  seventy-eight. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  Francis  Blackburne,  aged  sixty-five. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  William  A.  Peck,  aged  forty-five. 
Nine  distinguished  companions  in  one  year  have  carried  up  their  work  for  inspeo* 
tion.    Let  us  hope  it  may  be  approved  by  the  Great  Master  above. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  genial  pen  of  Comp.  William  J. 
Kelly,  and  we  most  sincerely  regret  that  he  declined  a  re-appointment.  He  reviews 
in  a  most  courteous  and  fraternal  manner  the  transactions  of  thirty  Grand  Chapters, 
California,  for  1875,  being  of  the  number.  He  quotes  liberally  and  approvingly  f^om 
our  report,  and  speaks  kindly  words  of  us,  for  which  he  has  our  thanks. 
Under  the  head  of  Connecticut,  he  says  : — 

The  following  we  insert  entire,  and  indorse  every  word  of  it.  And  while  if  we 
were  an  old  stager,  or  expected  to  continue  on  the  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
we  might  be  open  to  the  criticism  to  which  Companion  Tweedy  refers,  yet  now  upon 
the  last  report  we  are  lilcely  to  write  (as  we  positively  decline  a  reappointment),  we 
again  solicit  our  Grand  Chapter  to  continue  these  reports,  and  trust  sincerely  they 
will  be  condncted  with  such  ability  as  many  of  our  coDtemporaries  are,  believing 
that  to  be  our  doty  the  which  will  keep  ns  before  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  world 
with  oor  laws,  customs  and  osages,  as  they  are  or  may  be,  but  with  the  power  to 
forcibly  explain,  advocate  or  defend  them  in  such  manner  as  will  carry  conviction  to 
others  outside  our  own  homes,  and  satisfy  the  most  intelligent  of  our  own  people  ; 
for  this  you  may  set  down  as  a  fact,  that  \tame  or  weak  explanation  or  defense  has 
very  little  power  even  with  your  own  family  in  these  progressive  Umes,  and  for  our- 
selves  we  thank  God  it  is  so : — 

"  It  has  been  suggested  as  a  measure  of  economy  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correspondence  should  not  be  printed  with  oor  proceedings.  I  should  con- 
sider the  adoption  of  snch  a  suggestion  a  serious  error.  I  regard  the  work  that  is 
being  done  by  these  committees  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  of  great  value  to  the 
Craft,  and  deserving  of  better  enconrsgement  than  it  sometimes  receives.  To  it, 
more  than  to  anything  else,  are  we  indebted  for  greater  conformity  of  legislation,  a 
correct  interpretation  of  the  principles  of  Masonic  law,  and  a  general  diffusion  of 
information  respecting  matters  of  Royal  Arch  history  and  government.  By  it  we  are 
brought  into  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  thought  and  actions  of  our  Compan- 
ions of  every  jurisdiction,  and  are  made  to  realize  more  fully  our  mutual  dependence 
and  identity  of  interests.  It  tends  also  to  prevent  crudeness  and  laxity  in  matters  of 
legislation  and  government.  The  consciousness  that  the  work  which  we  are  doing 
^  here  to-day  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  candid  criticism  of  some  of  the  best  minds  and 
*  ablest  pens  to  be  found  among  the  Craft,  will  naturally  induce  our  best  efforts  to 
make  that  work  such  as  to  command  the  approval  of  all  intelligent  Companions.  It 
is  true  that  the  reports  of  some  of  these  committees  are  not  themselves  above  criti- 
cism. But  who  among  us  is  perfect  ?  As  a  rule,  they  are  worthy  of  high  praise  ; 
and  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  record  m^  appreciation  of  the  labors  of  these 
Companions,  who,  in  many  cases,  at  great  sacrifice  of  their  personal  interests,  have 
given  freely  of  their  time  and  talents  fur  the  general  good.  The  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  in  alluding  to  the  death  of  Companion  William  Stoker,  said  that  his  *  Reports 
on  Correspondence  gave  him  and  his  Grand  Chapter  a  national  reputation  '^a  repu- 
tation which  I  am  sure  has  been  fully  sustained  by  his  successors.  We  should  fail  in 
our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  the  Companions  of  other  jurisdictions,  and  do  great 
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injoBtice  to  oaf  commiUee  (iDaflmach  as  his  report  can  reach  the  companions  in  no 
other  way),  if  we  dispensed  with  the  nsaal  publication.  The  cost  is  folly  jostifled  by 
the  value  of  the  work." 

Comp.  Kelly  closes  his  excellent  report  in  the  following  words : — 

We  now  beg  to  take  leave  of  our  companions  in  the  corpSt  having  positively 
declined  a  re-appointment,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  our  last  report,  and  most  sin- 
cerely thank  you,  one  and  all,  for  the  kindness  and  consideration  shown  our  crude 
efforts  with  the  reportorial  pen.  We  again  say  that  we  believe  the  corres- 
pondence is  the  cream  of  the  published  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  and  we 
most  earnesUv  hope  ours  will  select  some  companion  who  will  not  be  nide-bonnd  in 
his  views,  or  Iszy  m  expressing  them.  We  point  again  to  the  reputation  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  who  have  selected  and  continued  companions  in  the  position  of  Chairmen 
of  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  of  acknowledged  ability,  as  a  justifica- 
tion of  our  views,  and  we  therefore  hope  ours  will  not  neglect  so  important  a  subject. 

Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  in  a  healthy  condition  throughout  the  globe,  and  long, , 
long  may  it  continue  so. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

•William  J.  Kbllt,  Chairman. 

We  take  leave  of  Comp.  Kelly  with  sincere  regret.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
genial  and  courteous  of  the  reportorial  corps.  Always  ready  to  express  his  opiniona 
upon  any  question  at  issue,  he  never  olTended  by  unkind  remarks  or  allusions,  but  his 
criticisms  were  always  characterized  by  that  spirit  of  courtesy  and  forbearance 
indicative  of  the  genuine  Mason  and  true  gentleman.  He  has  our  mo'st  ardent  wishes 
for  his  future  welfare  and  prosperity. 


The  pamphlet  for  1876  contains  the  proceedings  at  four  Quarterly  Communica- 
tions and  the  Annual  Communication.  At  the  Quarterlies  nothing  of  general  interest 
was  transacted. 
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The  Annual  Communication  was  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  December,  1876,  the  Mr,  E.\  George  E.  Waoneb,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding,  the  R,\  E.\  John  Thompson  being  Grand  Secretary.  Eighteen  sub- 
ordinate Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  Address  states  that  nothing  has  occarred  to  mar  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  or  any  of  its  subordinates. 

He  pays  a  fraternal  tribute  to  the  memory  of  those  worthy  companions  who  have 
"  fallen  by  the  wayside, '^  amonj;  whom  was  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Habman  Bauoh, 
and  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Petbb  L.  Greekleaf. 

Four  dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters. 

He  gives  an  interesting  account  of  his  visitation  to  the  various  Chapters,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  every  Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction.  This  is  something  so  much  out 
of  the  common  course  that  we  desire  to  make  a  note  of  it  With  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, we  do  not  remember  that  any  High  Priest  has  reported  that  he  had  visited 
every  Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction. 

We  note  the  following  decisions.  Numbers  2,  4,  and  7  are  not  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  in  this  jurisdiction  :— 

1st.  *'  Can  a  High  Priest  elect  be  installed  and  act  as  such  withont  having  first 
conferred  upon  him  the  order  of  High  Priesthood,  and  have  it  conferred  on  him  sub- 
sequently?"   I  answered, "  Yes." 

2d.  **  Can  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  be  conferred  at  a  place  other  than  the 
Chspter  Hall? "  I  answered,  "  No,  and  opjj  in  the  Chapter  Hall  <U  a  meBting  of  the 
Chapter,  when  a  proper  number  of  qualified  companions  are  present." 

3d.  A  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  cannot,  by  virtue  of  his  t)re8ence, 
authorize  a  special  election  in  a  Chapter  to  fill  a  vacancy  among  its  ofBcers.  Such 
an  election  can  only  be  held  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest,  duly  issued  at  the  request  of  the  Chapter. 

4th.    The  vails  in  the  Chapter  Hall  mostTeach  from  wall  to  wall. 

6tb.  In  this  case  the  By-Laws  of  the  Chapter  provide  that  any  member  who  shall 
have  paid  full  dues  for  twelve  consecutive  years  may  be  declared  a  privileged  mem- 
ber ;  they  farther  provide  that  such  members  shall  pay  but  fifty  cents  per  year  aa 
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does.  A  member  of  the  Chapter  was  Baspended  for  iion*payment  of  does,  sabse- 
qaently  paid  them,  was  placed  in  good  Ifasonic  standing  aod  re-admitted  to  the 
Chapter.  He  now  claims  that  the  Chapter  should  declare  him  a  privileged  member, 
alleging  that  he  paid  does  for  the  year  in  which  he  stood  sospended,  which  year 
included  would  make  a  payment  of  full  does  for  twelve  consecutive  years.  I  decided 
that  when  he  was  suspended,  his  membership  ceased,  and  did  not  again  commence 
until  he  was  re-admitted,  and  that  the  Chapter  could  not  charge  or  collect  dues  from 
him  for  the  time  his  suspension  existed,  and  that  the  twelve  years  must  be  counted 
as  commencing  from  the  time  of  his  re-admission. 

6th.  In  this  case  an  applicant  was  rejected  by  an  unfavorable  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. One  year  elapses.  The  committee  And  they  were  misinformed  and  would 
now  report  favorably.  Question.  **How  can  tbey  reach  the  case?*'  Answer. 
'*  Let  the  Chapter  ask  the  Grand  Chapter  for  permission  to  receive  a  new  petition, 
and.  if  granted,  proceed  to  act  thereon.'' 

7th.  The  Chapter  degrees  cannot  be  conferred  by  a  Chapter  by  virtue  of  a  dis- 
pensation, but  only  on  regular  petition,  which  muat  lie  over  one  month,  as  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  ft-om  the  pen  of  Comp.  Charles  E.  Meter,  and 
we  find  in  him  a  worthy  successor  to  Comp.  Kelly.  It  is  indeed  a  model  report. 
Why,  Oh !  why,  does  Comp.  Meyer  flash  like  a  meteor  before  our  eyes  and  then  van- 
ish forever?  One  dose  of  correspondence  appears  to  have  been  enough  for  him.  and 
he  begged  to  be  relieved ;  and,  moch  to  oor  disgrnntlement,  the  Grand  High  Priest 
"  went  and  done  it."  He  reviews  in  an  ezceptionsUy  able  manner  the  transactions 
of  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters,  and  those  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Ma- 
sons of  England  and  Wales,  for  four  years.  California,  for  1876,  receives  fraternal 
and  complimentary  notice.  In  answer  to  a  remark  of  ours,  that,  without  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  the  proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  would  not  amount  to  mnch,  or 
words  to  that  effect,  he  says  :— 

If  our  companions  of  other  jurisdictions  will  only  tell  us  what  they  would  like  us 
to  print  in  our  proceedings  we  perhaps  might  accommodate  them.  We  print  all  we 
do.  Our  Grand  Chapter  is  harmonious,  the  Chapters  in  good  working  order  and 
prosperous,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  when  we  meet  except  open  and  close,  exem- 
plify the  work,  elect  our  officers,  and  install  them.  We  do  not  refer  our  Grand  High 
Priest's  Address  to  a  committee  for  report  thereon.  We  do  not  permit  any  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  that  Grand  Officer ;  therefore  there  can  be  no  business  arising 
from  this  annual  address.  At  the  November  Communication  we  have  the  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  this  is  printed  in  the  proceedings,  and  is  most 
interesting  to  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Pennsylvania,  although  not  to  other  Juris- 
dictions. Then  at  the  Annual  Communication  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist's  Day,  we 
have  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Print  what  you  please,  Comp.  Meyer.  So  long  as  you  give  us  soch  Reports  on 
Correspondence  we  are  content. 

Under  the  head  of  Alabama,  with  reference  to  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  he 
says : — 

With  us  in  Pennsylvania,  when  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  is  installed,  he 
receives  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  in  the  presence  of  those  only  who  had 
previouslv  received  it.  It  is  conferred  without  fee,  and  is  an  official  degree,  the  pos- 
session of  which  he  is  entitled  to,  and  to  which  his  companions  have  elected  him. 

We  are  coming  to  believe  that  there  are  too  many  degrees  in  Masonry,  and  that 
the  declaration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  olden  times  is  true,  *'  that 
Ancient  Masonry  consists  of  but  three  degrees,  the  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow 
Craft,  and  Master  Mason,  to  which  is  added  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.'' 

The  ingenuity  of  man  has  conceived  many  hundred  degrees,  but  take  away  the 
first  three,  the  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master,  and  the  Royal  Arch,  and  these 
air  castles  vanish. 

It  is  all  very  well  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  official  degrees  exclusive,  but  we 
believe  also  that  Royal  Arch  Masons  should  act  with  justice.  If  they  elect  a  com- 
panion as  their  High  Priest,  gjve  him  freely,  without  any  unnecessary  forms  or  red 
tape,  what  he  is  entitled  to. 

In  England  they  have  official  degrees  for  their  first  three  officers :  First  Principal, 
or  Zerubbabel ;  Second  Principal,  or  Joshua ;  and  Third  Principal,  or  Haggai. 
None  can  be  present  at  the  conferring  of  these  degrees,  but  those  who  have  received 
them.  The  modes  of  recognition  are  different  and  distinct,  and  at  the  opening  of  the 
Chapters  none  are  allowed  to  be  present  but  the  three  Principals  and  Past  Principals. 
After  the  opening  the  members  are  admitted.  These  degrees  are  essentially  different 
from  oor  order  of  High  Priesthood. 


1877.] 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA.  255 


In  Pennsylvania  we  conferred  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  as  early  as  1824. 
Who  introdnced  it  we  know  not,  bnt  it  came  as  a  natoral  sequence  to  the  independ* 
ence  of  onr  Grand  Chapter,  when  the  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Master's  degrees 
were  recognized  among  ns. 

We  allow  any  three  High  Priests  who  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Order  to  confer 
it  npon  the  High  Priest  at  the  time  of  his  installation. 

In  California  the  Order  ot  High  Priesthood  is  not  regarded  as  an  official  degree, 
and  is  only  conferred  in  a  regular  Council  of  High  Priests. 

Under  the  head  of  Gkorgia  he  quotes  the  following  remarks  of  Comp.  Lawrence, 

from  the  Committee  on  Jnrisprndence  :— 

'*  To  our  judgment  the  argument  as  to  the  effict  of  dropping,  or  suspension  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  is  largely  preponderant  in  favor  of  dep^ivatioYi  of  membersfUp 
only.  We  are  too  confirmed  a  States  rights  man  to  wish  to  abridge  the  power  of  any 
Grand  Chapter  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  its  members  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
whether  by  dropping,  exclusion,  or  snapension.  or  even  expulsion,  if  you  will  call  it 
so,  from  the  Chapter;  but  let  us  have  some  general  aorreem^nt  that  on  the  original 
plan  and  principles  of  Masonry,  it  is  not  a  crime  to  he  poor.  Poverty  deprives  of 
many,  ah,  too  many,  privileges  and  comforts  at  best ;  let  us  not  add  to  it  the  mark 
of  Cain,  and  send  out  the  unfortunate  companion  a  branded  wanderer  in  a  cold,  too 
cold  world. 

Upon  which  he  very  justly  remarks : — 

No,  Companion  Lawbence,  it  U  not  considered  a  crime  in  Pennsylvania  to  be 
poor.  Where  it  is  made  known  that  the  companion  or  brother  could  not,  on  account 
of  poverty,  pay  his  dues,  we  remit,  wipe  out  entirely  his  debt,  and  donate  a  sum  of 
money  to  assist  him.  We  do  not  suspend  or  expel  for  poverty ;  but  when  it  is  a  fact 
that  a  companion  for  years  baa  refused  or  neglected  to  pay  his  dues,  when  no 
attention  is  paid  to  the  notices  of  the  Secretary,  we  do  not  drop  him  from  the  rolls 
and  permit  him.  when  it  suits  his  pleasure,'  to  pay  up  and  regain  all  his  rights  and 
privileges,  which  in  many  cases  is  done  only  from  some  nnworthy  motive.  No,  we 
suspend  him  ;  fometimes  we  even  expel  him,  and  make  him  feel  that  that  we  are  In 
earnest ;  that  Masonry  is  not  a  thing  to  play  fast  and  loose  with  according  to  his 
pleasure. 

Not  having  been  favored  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, we  take  the  liberty  to  appropriate  his  review  of  that  Body  entire,  as  very 
little  is  known  of  it  among  the  Fraternity  in  California  :— 

OIIAND  MABK  LODGE  OF  ENOLAND. 

We  have  received  the  proceedings  of  the  "  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons 
of  England  and  Wales  and  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown,"  for 
the  years  1875  and  1876.  Continued  prospf^rity  waits  on  this  Grand  Mark  Lodge. 
The  number  of  subordinates  increases  year  by  year. 

To  protect  themselves,  and  to  gain  the  recognition  of  other  Masonio  Bodies  in 
England,  a  year  or  two  ago  a  treaty  was  made,  which  was  known  as  the  tripartite 
treaty,  between  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge,  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  the  Ancient  Ac- 
cepted Rite,  and,  we  think,  the  Red  Cross  of  Constantine  ;  it  was  agreed  that  a  mem- 
ber expelled  or  suspended  for  any  cause  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  should 
stand  suspended  or  expelled  in  the  others.  This  treaty,  although  well  intended,  has 
caused  and  will  cause  trouble  and  misunderstanding.  This  was  the  case  at  the  Half- 
Yearly  Communication  held  June  let,  1875  ;  Most  Worshipful  Brother,  the  Rev.  G.  R. 
Portal.  M.  A.,  Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master,  in  the  chair.  Notice  had  been 
given  of  an  expulsion  by  the  Knights  Templar. 

'*  V.  W.  Bro.  Little,  G.  M.  0.,  asked  for  information  about  the  member  expelled 
by  the  Great  Priory  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  whether  the  Tripartite  Treaty  waa 
in  force,  and  the  Order  in  existence  with  whom  it  was  made. 

*'  The  M.  W.  G.  M.  said  that  upon  the  expulsion  of  a  member  being  notified  to 
this  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Order  of  the  Temple  or  the  Thirty -third  Degree.it  took 
effect  in  the  Mark  Degree,  unless  the  brother  appealed  to  the  Judicial  Committee, 
which  consisted  of  three  members  from  each  of  the  Orders  that  were  parties  to  the 
Tripartite  Treaty.  In  this  case  the  appeal  was  made,  and,  after  a  most  careful  hear- 
ing, the  Judicial  Committee  decided  tnat  the  expulsion  ought  to  take  effect.  Before 
the  report  was  adopted,  it  was  right  that  the  brethren  should  know  the  name  of  the 
brother  expelled,  because  they  were  bound  not  to  admit  him  within  their  borders, 
which  could  not  be  done  unless  the  name  was  communicated.  It  was  not  advisable 
that  the  name  shonld  be  published,  and  therefore  it  was  not  given  in  the  report. 

"  W.  Bro.  S.  Rosenthal,  P.  G.  D.  C,  said  the  brother  expelled  had  been  known 
as  a  verv  worthy  member  of  different  degrees,  and  he  was  expelled  for  an  affair  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  Masonry. 
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"  y.  W.  Bro.  Little,  G.  H.  0.,  wished  to  know  whether  the  Tripartite  Treaty  was 
still  in  existence,  and  whether  another  power  had  arisen,  calling  itself  a  non-Masonic 
bodv.  The  leffal  aspect  of  the  matter  was  serious.  Was  he,  or  any  other  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  deprived  of  hi9  rights,  simply  because  another  power 
expelled  him  ?  He  contended  that  this  brother  who  was  expelled  from  the  Order  of 
the  Temple  wfui  not  expelled  from  this  Order  by  the  Tripartite  Treaty. 

"R.  W.  Brother,  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  M.  W.G.  M  elect,  said  that  Brother  Lhtle 
seemed  to  possess  informatfon  not  possessed  by  the  other  brethren  and  himself  (Lord 
Limerick).  He  was  astonished  to  hear  that  the  Order  of  the  Temple  was  a  non-Ma- 
aonic  body.  Its  rules  remained  the  same,  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  members, 
as  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  tiiat  they  should  be  all  Masons  who  had  passed 
through  the  Craft  degrees.  He  did  not  think  that  the  internal  changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  Order  at  all  interfered  with  the  treaty  which  had  been  made.  As 
far  as  Grand  Mark  Lodge  was  aware,  the  Order  of  the  Temple  still  existed,  no  oflB- 
cial  communication  having  been  made  to  the  contrary. 

*'  The  M.  W.  G.  H.  could  not  allow  internal  disagreements  among  the  members  of 
the  Order  of  the  Temple  to  be  ventilated  in  Grand  Mark  Lodge.  The  simple,  com- 
mon sense  view  of  the  question,  as  far  as  this  Grand  Lodge  was  concerned,  was,  that 
a  brother,  for  whom  they  all  had  had  very  great  regard,  and  whose  course  of  conduct 
they  deeply  regretted,  brought  the  disgraceful  charge  of  having  violated  his  Masonio 
obligation  against  a  distinguitihed  brother,  which  he  would  neither  prove,  withdraw, 
nor  apologize  for.  His  conduct  was  such  that  all  who  represented  this  Grand  Lodge, 
himself,  (Brother  Portal),  Lord  Percy,  and  Brother  Beach,  were  unanimously  of 
^opinion  that,  until  he  apologized  for  such  conduct,  he  was  unfit  for  the  company 
either  of  Masons  or  gentlemen,  and  they  were  obliged  to  confirm  what  had  oeeo 
done.  Every  opportunity  had  been  allowed  him  to  apologize,  and  if  he  had  come 
forward,  even  at  the  last  miuute,  before  the  Judicial  Council  to  which  he  had 
appealed,  and  said  he  would  apologize  for,  or  prove,  his  charge,  they  would  have 
reconsidered  the  sentence.  But  he  would  not.  The  letters  he  wrote  were  scarcely 
like  the  letters  of  a  sane  person,  and  Grand  Lodge  should,  he  (Brother  Portal) 
thought,  simply  adopt  the  report  of  the  General  Board.  His  answer  to  Brother 
Ltttlb  was.'that  the  Tripartite  Treaty  was  in  force,  and  that  the  body  with  whom 
the  agreement  was  made  was  in  existence.  The  report  simply  stated  the  fact  that 
a  communication  had  taken  place,  without  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  matter  what- 
ever. Any  brother  might,  at  a  future  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge,  raise  the  question 
of  expulsion  by  specific  motion,  of  which  he  must  give  notice;  bnt,  witliout  notice, 
it  was  impossible  to  raise  it  now. 

"  W.  Brother  T.  J.  Sabine,  P.  G.  A.  D.  C,  said  that  he  would  then  move  'that 
that  portion  of  the  report  be  expunged.' 

"v.  W.  Brother  Little,  G.  M.  0.,  informed  the  M.  W.  G.  M.  that  he  was  prepared 
with  the  following  amendment  :— 

"  'That  all  action  with  reference  to  the  expulsion  of  brethren,  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Tripartite  Treaty,  be  suspended  by  this  Grand  Lodge  until  such 
time  as  satisfactory  evidence  is  adduced  that  the  present  "  Order  of  the  Temple  ^'  is 
identical  with  the  body  so  long  known  as  the  "  Grand  Conclave  of  Masonic  Knights 
Templar." ' 

"The  M.  W.  G.  M.  said  that  he  could  not  put  the  amendment,  as  it  was  really  that 
the  treaty  be  repealed.  He  must  remind  Grand  Lodge  that  the  expulsion  of  the 
brother  did  not  depend  on  any  action  that  might  be  taken  that  day.  The  expulsion 
had  already  taken  effect,  and  it  was  merely  reported  as  a  piece  of  information.  The 
expulsion  must  take  effect  unless  the  treaty  was  repealed,  and  the  treaty  could  only 
be  repealed  on  motion,  of  which  notice  must  be  given.  It  could  not  be  done  by  a 
side  wind,  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  Grand  Lodge  would  not  stultify  itself  by  agreeing 
to  an  amendment. 

•*  W.  Brother  T.  J.  Sabike,  P.  G.  A.  D.  C,  understood  from  what  the  M.  W.  G.  M. 
had  said,  that  the  Religious  and  Military  Order  of  the  Temple  had  the  power  to  expel 
a  member  from  Grand  Mark  Lodge  and  the  Mark  degree.  If  so,  he  most  respectfully 
submit  that  the  sooner  the  Tripartite  Treaty  was  torn  to  shreds  the  better.  He,  for 
one,  had  never  felt  much  confidence  in  it.  The  very  first  case  which  had  to  be  dealt 
with  under  it — ^it  was  really  a  very  serious  matter— was  that  of  the  expulsion  of  a 
brother  who  had  done  good  suit  and  service  in  Masonry.    Grand  Mark  Lodge  was 

Suite  capable  of  managing  its  own  affairs,  without  the  interference  of  any  other 
egreea.    He  should  canvass  this  question,  as  he  considered  it  highly  injudicious  that 
a  foreign  body  should  have  the  power  of  expellmg  a  member  from  this  Body.    Was 
there  any  posHible  method  of  suspending  action  in  this  matter  ? 
"  The  M.  W.  G.  M.  replied  that  there  was  not. 

"  y.  W.  Brother  H.  C.  Lbvandbr,  G.  R.  begged  to  assure  the  Grand  Master,  and  all 
the  brethren  present,  that  the  paragraph  relating  to  this  subject  in  the  report  was 
the  result  of  the  most  mature  consideration  and  deliberation,  in  order  that  discussion 
might  be  avoided.    The  General  Board  merely  reported  the  notice  having  been 
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received,  they  took  no  farther  steps,  and  it  did  oot  seem  to  be  their  province  to  take 
any  step." 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  was  installed  Most  Worshipfnl  Grand  Master. 

Half-yearly  Communication  held  at  Freemasons'  Tavern,  London,  Jnne  SOth,  1876. 

Right  Worshipfnl  Brother,  Col.  Francis  Bubdett,  Past  Grand  Mark  Master,  as 
Grand  Mark  Master  Mason,  presiding. 

Official  notice  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  was  received  from  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Ireland. 

The  Tripartite  Treaty  was  proposed  to  be  modified. 

The  subject  of  the  Tripartite  Treaty  having  incidentally  occupied  the  attention  of 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  meeting,  and  certain  changes  in  the  treaty  having  become 
necessary  owing  to  the  changes  above  alluded  to  in  the  organization  of  the  Order  of 
the  Temple,  the  General  Board,  after  anxions  consideration,  recommend  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  to  Grand  I^odge  : — 

"  A. — '  That  the  existing  treaty  with  the  Supreme  Council,  Thirtv-third  Degree, 
and  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Temple,  requires  modification  in  the  following  sense  : — 
«•  B. — 'That  no  sentence  Khali  be  carried  oot  in  the  Mark  Degree,  unless  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Mark  Degiee  present  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Judicial  Council  (on  appeal),  two  Representatives  being  a  quorum. 
"  C.  -  '  That  an  appeal  be  in  all  cases  allowed  to  Grand  Lodge.' 
"  M.  W.  Brother,  tne  Rev.  G.  R.  Foktal,  Past  G.  M.,  said  he  would  move  the  reso- 
lutions A,  B,  and  C,  contained  in  it.    Before  doing  so,  however,  he  had  to  make  an 
announcement  to  Grand  Lodge,  which  he  was  sure  woald  be  gratifying  to  the  breth- 
ren.   His  Royal  Highness,  Prince  Leopold,  had  been  advanced  to  the  degree  of 
Mark  Master  Mason  at  Oxford,  on  the  previous  Thursday.    He  also  read  a  letter  from 
the  M.  W.  G.  M.  M.  M.,  recommending  Grand  Lodge  to  take  some  definite  step  with 
regard  to  obtaining  a  modification  of  the  Tripartite  Treaty,  if  it  was  of  opinion  that 
the  existing  treaty  required  alteration ;  also  expressing  an  opinion  sgainst  Grand 
Lodge  committing  itself  to  an  annual  grant  from  the  lienevolent  Fund. 

"  In  moving  the  resolution  A,  B,  and  C,  on  the  Agenda  Paper,  he  would  remind 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  objects  which  he  thought  they  all  wished  to  attain  to  in  entering 
into  a  treaty  with  other  Masonic  Bodies,  and  the  points  against  which  they  wished  to 
guard  themselves.  As  regarded  the  objects  they  wished  to  attain,  they  were,  he  sop- 
posed,  the  establishment  of  a  cordial  and  fraternal  feeling  between  themselves  and 
the  other  Masonic  Bodies;  also  the  prevention  of  any  secession  or  rebellion,  as  far 
they  could  prevent  them,  within  the  borders  of  any  of  them  ;  and  also  to  secure  that 
in  the  event  of  any  member  of  either  of  the  Bodies  being  guilty  of  such  conduct  as 
to  make  it  impossible  for  other  brethren  to  meet  him  in  Masonry,  that  there  might  be 
a  ready  method  for  his  suspension  or  expulsion.  For  instance,  if  a  brother  had 
broken  his  moral  obligation  as  a  Mason,  or  had  revealed  what  he  was  bound  to  con- 
ceal, they  would  agree  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  them  all  that  such  a  brother 
should  be  no  longer  a  member  of  any  of  their  Bodies.  What  they  wanted,  he  thought, 
to  guard  against  was,  that  a  member  should  be  expelled  from  the  Mark  Degree  with- 
out a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Formerly  he  had  not  been  of  this  opinion, 
but  he  now  candidly  confessed  that  he  had  modified  his  views  since  last  Grand  Lodge, 
and  he  did  not  see  how  any  power  short  of  Grand  Lodge  would  constitutionally  tie 
allowed  to  suspend  or  expel  a  Mark  Master,  and  therefore  it  was  with  very  great 

Sleasure  that  he  now  moved  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  which  the  General 
oard  had  ag:reed  to.  Grand  Lodge  would  see  in  a  moment  that  the  scope  of  the 
recommendations  B  and  0  was  that  in  the  event  of  a  sentence  being  passed  by  either 
the  Thirty-third  or  the  Temple  upon  a  brother,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  Mark 
Degree,  and  that  brother  appealing  to  the  Judicial  Council,  the  Representatives  of 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  Conncil  should  be  unanimous  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  sentence 
running  through  all  the  Allied  Bodies  before  the  matter  went  at  all  further.  He 
(Bro.  PoKTAL)  would  have  no  objection  to  the  whole  of  the  Council  being  unani- 
mous before  the  matter  was  carried  further,  because  Grand  Lodge  wished  to  guard 
against  judgments  in  matters  of  mere  discipline  being  carried  out  tn  all  the  Allied 
Bodies.  In  order  to  give  full  security  that  no  sentence  would  be  carried  out  in  the 
Mark  Degree  unless  ft  were  for  an  offense  against  Masonic  honor  and  obligation, 
which  rendered  the  offender  unfit  for  the  society  of  honorable  men,  it  was  further 
proposed  that  there  should  be  an  appeal  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  He  was  sure  that  this 
was  the  right  course,  for  this  simple  reason,  that  Freemasonry  was  democratic  in  its 
constitution,  and  would  not  delegate  its  power  of  expulsion  even  to  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter. So  that  Mark  Masters  were  really  walking  in  the  old  Masonic  tracks  by  allow- 
ing an  appeal  to  Grand  Mark  Lodge  in  the  case  of  a  member  being  suspended  or 
expelled.  He  was  sure  that  no  evil  or  dangerous  consequences  would  arise  from 
this,  and  he  therefore  moved  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  he  had  referred 
to." 

On  motion,  *'  the  treaty  was  dbroanted." 

Half- Yearly  Commonication  was  held  Jnne  6th,  1876. 
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Most  Worshipful  Brother,  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  Most  Worshipfal 
Grand  Master,  was  daly  installed. 

From  December  20cb,  1869,  to  May  15th,  1876,  ninety-six  new  Mark  Lodges  have 
been  constitoted. 

There  are  aow'jtwo  bimdred  Mark  Iiodgea  subordinate  to  this  Grand  Mark  Lodge  ; 
fbar  hundred  and  thirty-eight  Master  Masons  were  marked  dnriBg^  the  six  months 
preceding  April,  1876.    Toul  membership,  8125. 

Right  Honor ablb  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Mark  Master 
Mason. 

Frederick  Bimckes,  33  Golden  Square,  Loudon,  W.  C,  Grand  Secretary, 

The  report  of  Comp.  Meyer  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  which  has  come  under 
our  notice ;  and  we  regret  that  he  should  ha?e  found  it  necessary  to  retire  so  early 
from  the  field. 

As  our  companions  of  Pennsylvania  print  no  table  of  statistics,  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing  how  many  Chapters  are  borne  upon  their  registry,  or  how  many  mem- 
bers are  borne  upon  their  rolls. 

The  M.:  E.'.  Alfred  R.  Potter  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,'.  E,'. 
John  Thomson  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Philadelphia. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  held  its  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Charleston  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1876,  the  M'.  E.\  Adoustin  T.  Smtthe, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.-,  M.  B.  Moses  being  Grand  Secretary. 

Twenty-six  Chartered  Chapters  and  one  under  dispensation  were  represented  at 
the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  commences  with  the  gratifying  announce- 
ment that  death  had  notinvaded  their  ranks,  but  as  an  unbroken  band  they  assembled 
around  the  ahar.  Our  companions  of  South  Carolina  have  indeed  been  highly  favored 
in  this  respect.  The  proceedings  of  almost  every  jurisdiction  bring  to  us  the  sad 
tidings  that  some  loved  one,  whose  familiar  voice  was  wont  to  greet  them  with  words 
of  kindness  and  affection,  was  hushed  in  death.  Our  own  Grand  Chapter  is  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  We,  too,  mourn  the  loss  of  companions  who,  by  their  kind 
and  genial  manners,  their  sterling  integrity,  and  their  zeal  and  fidelity  in  all  matters 
appertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the'Order,  bad  greatly  endeared  themselves  to  us  all, 
and  are  held  in  affectionate  and  grateful  remembrance.  First,  Comp.  Charles 
Marsh,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and  Past  General  Grand  Scribe,  died  in  April  last, 
from  injuries  received  from  being  thrown  from  his  carriage. 

Next,  Comp.  James  Laidley,  Past  High  Priest  of  CaUfomia  Chapter,  No.  6,  after 
a  lingering  and  painful  illness,  departed  this  life  in  December  last.  Both  these  com- 
panions had  large  and  appreciative  circles  of  warm  and  devoted  friends,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  the  painful  void  their  demise  has  created  in  our  ranks  will  be 
hard  to  fill. 

In  relation  to  the  state  of  the  Order  in  South  Carolina  the  Grand  High  Priest 
says: — 

I  have  but  little  to  report  concerning  the  Craft  in  this  Jurisdiction,  save  to  renew 
my  congratulations  at  the  continued  and  unbroken  harmony  that  prevails.  The 
partial  failure  of  the  crops  throughout  the  State  has  had  its  Effect  upon  Masonry,  as  upon 
every  institution  among  us,  but  the  report  that  come  to  me  justify  me  in  the  conclusion 
that,  notwithstanding  ihe  financial  difiiculties,  a  quiet  prosperity  and  steady  growth 
prevail.  No  trouble  has  arisen,  nor  have  I  been  called  upon  to  hear,  much  less  to 
decide  upon,  any  case  of  grievance,  nor  are  there  any  matters,  that  I  know  of,  of 
appeal  tu  tbis  Grand  Body.  This  alone  is  cause  for  great  satisfaction.  With  foreign 
jurisdictions  our  intercourse  has  been  uninterrupted  and  harmonious,  with  naught  to 
mar  our  friendly  relations. 

One  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted. 
We  note  the  following  decisions : — 

.First  A  Chapter  adopted  a  By-Law,  some  three  years  ago,  that  any  candidate 
who  did  not  present  himself  for  his  degrees  within  one  year  from  the  time  he  was 
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entitled  to  receive  them,  shonld  not  have  snch  degrees  conferred  without  a  new  bal- 
lot being  spread.  This  Bj-Law  was  not  Fubmitted  to  the  Grand  Chapter  for  its 
approval  nntil  the  last  Convocation.  The  question  arose  as  to  the  rights  of  a  candi- 
date who  was  entitled  to  his  degrees  before  the  By-Law  was  originally  adopted  by 
the  Chapter,  but  had  never  presented  himself.  I  ruled  "that  Section  1,  Chapter 
XXIII,  of  the  Constitution  provides  that  no  By-Law  adopted  by  any  subordinate  can 
become  operative  until  snbmitted  for  approval  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  Hence,  the 
By-Law  in  question  did  not  go  into  force  until  February  10,  1876.  To  make  it  retro- 
active, would  be  to  infringe  the  provisions  of  the  next  Section,  which  forbids  exposl 
fetdo  laws,  as  the  regulation  was  penal  in  its  nature  ;  and,  therefore,  that  all  candi- 
dates would  have  one  year  from  the  time  the  By-Law  became  operative,  to  wit,  m 
February,  1875,  within  which,  according  to  its  provisoins,  to  claim  the  degrees." 

Seoohd..  One  who  had  taken  his  Mark  and  Past  Master  degrees,  afterwards  for- 
feited his  membership  in  his  Symbolic  Lodge,  but  was  again  reinstated  therein.  Did 
this  prevent  his  further  advancement  in  the  Chapter?  1  ruled  *'  that  the  only  provis- 
ion of  our  Constitution  bearing  on  the  point  was  Section  6,  Chapter  XX,  wbich  pro- 
vides that  anv  Royal  Arch  Mason,  not  affiliated  with  a  Symbolic  Lodge  tor  more  than 
twelve  months,  forfeits  his  membership  in  a  Chapter.  But  that  the  candidate  in  ' 
question  was  not  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and,  therefore,  did  not  come  under  this  section, 
and  having  again  resumed  his  connection  with  the  Lodge,  I  could  see  no  objection 
that  could  oe  made  on  that  account  to  his  further  advancement  in  the  Chapter." 

The^e  decisions  are  in  consonance  with  the  law  and  practice  in  California,  and 
we  believe  them  to  be  sound  and  correct. 

The  Committee  on  Uniformity  of  Work  made  a  lengthy  and  elaborate  report,  but 
a  portion  thereof  being  ordered  not  to  be  printed,  leaves  us  in  doubt  aa  to  the 
measures  actually  adopted  to  bring  about  that  very  desirable  result. 

The  following  resolution,  however,  strikes  us  an  excellent  idea,  and  we  would  be 
glftd  io  see  it  adopted  in  this  Jurisdiction : — 

Resolved,  That  the  M.'.  E.\  Grand  High  Priest  be  requested — at  least  four  months 
before  the  next  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter — to  designate  one  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters  located  at  or  near  the  place  selected  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
for  its  next  Convocation,  to  exemplify  the  work  Of  one^  of  the  Capitular  degrees  in 
full,  before  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  next  Annual  Convocation,  and  shall  also  desig- 
nate the  degree,  and  notify  such  subordinate  Chapter;  and  that  such  subordinate 
Chapter  shall,  upon  being  ko  designated,  enter  upon  a  course  of  preparatiou  for  such 
exemplification,  regard  being  had  by  the  officers  thereof,  to  the  most  rigid  accuracy 
in  every  particular  of  the  work,  any  doubtful  point  being  submitted  to  the  M.'.  E.\ 
Grand  High  Priest  for  his  decision  thereon.  And  that  such  subordinate  Chapter  shall 
exemplify  the  said  work  in  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  the  evening  session 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  on  the  first  day  of  its  next  regular  Convocation. 

We  are  sorry  this  resolution  could  not  be  adopted  here  during  the  administration 
of  Comp.  Abkll,  as  Grand  High  Priest,  for  with  his  long  experience  in  the  work  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry,  any  doubtful  point  in  the  work  submitted  to  him  would  be  at 
once  elucidated  and  decided  in  such  a  manner  that  no  furVier  doubt  could  possibly 
exist  in  the  minds  of  those  who  desire  to  exemplify  the  work  with  perfect  accuracy. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Comp. 
M.  B.  Moses,  and,  although  brief,  is  an  exceedingly  well  written  paper.  He  reviews 
the  transactions  of  twenty-seven  Grand  Chapters,  giving  the  decisions  of  the  several 
Grand  High  Priests,  but  without  comment.  California  for  1875  is  most  kindly  noticed, 
and  for  his  highly  comlimentary  allusions  to  oorself,  we  return  our  sincere  thanks. 

The  M.\  E.\  William  K.  Blake  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  tlie  i?.*.  E,', 
J.  E.  Bubkb  was  elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Charleston. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee  held  its  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of  Nash- 
ville on  the  eleventh  day  of  November,  1875,~the  M,\  E.\  Willbub  F.  Foster, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  H,\  E.\  John  Frizzell  being  Grand  Secretary, 
Ninety-five  chartered  Chapters  and  two  under  dispensation  were  represented  at  the 
opening. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  says :— 
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The  infonnatioii  obtained  by  letters  reeetred  from  Tarioiu  parts  of  this  jorisdio- 
tion,  together  with  soch  personal  visita  as  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  making  to 
snbordioate  Chapters,  lead  me  to  think  that,  while  ail  matters  connected  with  Capit- 
nlar  Masonry  in  this  State  are  harmonious  and  peaceful,  yet  there  is  a  certain  apathy, 
and  a  lack  of  interest  and  activity  which  should  be  overcome,  if  possible.  I  know 
of  no  remedy,  except  by  a  system  of  visitation,  which  shall  aronse  the  membership 
to  a  prompt  attendance  upon  Stated  Convocations,  give  such  instruction  as  may  be 
'  necessary  to  the  officers,  and  re-awaken  the  interest  of  all  in  the  teachings,  history, 
and  ritoal  of  the  Chapter  degrees.  It  is  for  the  Grand  Chapter  to  decide  what  steps, 
if  any,  shall  be  taken  in  that  direction. 

Two  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  were  granted. 

With  regard  to  the  number  necessary  to  form  a  legal  quorum,  he  held  that  nine 
members  were  necessary,  but  the  Committee  on  Jurispmdence  modified  the  decision 
in  their  report,  as  follows  :— 

11.  Upon  the  question  as  to  what  number  constitutes  a  legal  qnonm,  we  think 
that  for  all  purposes  save  that  of  balloting  for  candidates,  dealing  witli  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Chapter  in  any  way  whatever,  recommending  petitions  for  new  Chap- 
ters, and  altering  or  amending  By-Laws,  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons,  whether  exclu- 
sively members  or  not,  are  sufficient. 

This  report  of  the  committee,  however,  did  not  pass  muster  with  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, but  was  recommitted  to  them,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  Annual 
Convocation. 

W^  agree  with  the  Grand  High  Priest,  that  nine  members  are  necessary  to  form  a 
quorum  to  do  business ;  but  if  the  committee,  by  their  report,  mean  to  say  that,  for 
the  simple  purpose  of  conferring  degrees,  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons  are  sufficient,  we 
shall  not  take  issue  with  them. 

The  forty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Nashyille  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  November,  1876, — the  M.\  E,\  A.  S.  Cubky,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the 
B.'.  E.\  John  Fbizzell  being  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  able  Address,  which  is  principally  confined 
to  local  aflTairs.    He  says  in  opening  :— 

It  is  with  pleasure.  Companions,  I  greet  so  many  of  you,  as  Representatives  of 
Boyal  Arch  Masonry  in  Tennessee,  in  attendaoce  upon  the  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter.  Coming  from  diflTerent  localities,  each  county  and  almost  every 
Chapter  in  oar  jurisdiction,  and  inspired  with  a  single  object,  the  laudable  purpose 
of  legislating  for  the  good  of  all,  it  betokens  a  more  healthy  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  our  Order  than  the  annual  returns  would  indicate.  It  is  not  in  the  mere 
accession  of  numbers  to  our  membership  alone,  as  it  is  in  the  fervency  and  zeal  of 
the  members  themselves,  we  must  look  for  success.  The  Annual  Convocations,  like 
the  annual  celebrations  in  the  old  Temple,  are  profitable  in  diS'uHing  light  and  knowl- 
edge to  all— the  weak  and  lukewarm  are  made  strong  and  healthy,  and  all  are  en- 
couraged to  greater  diligence  and  to  a  more  faithful  and  zealous  discharge  of  every 
duty. 

With  reference  to  the  Mississippi  project,  to  unite  the  Council  degrees  with  those 
of  the  Chapter,  he  says  :— 

My  attention  has  been  directed  to  a  circular  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Mississippi, 
"  on  the  subject  of  the  propriety  of  uniting  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
with  those  of  the  Chapter,"  and  requesting  that  the  same  be  laid  before  you  for  con- 
sideration. The  subject  is  of  vast  importance  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  should 
not  be  hastily  considered  and  thrust  aside,  because  Masoiiic  usage  has  otherwise 
willed  it,  but  rather  for  its  accomplishment,  if  possible,  than  its  rejection. 

The  Committee  on  Jorisprduence,  upon  the  quorum  question,  recommitted  to 
them  last  year,  reported  as  follows : — 

That  for  all  purposes  except  simply  opening  and  closing  a  Chapter  and  conferring 
of  degrees,  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  about  to  be  opened  are  necessary  to  con« 
stitote  a  legal  quorum. 

The  Grand  Chapter  did  not  concur  in  this  view  of  the  committee,  but  instructed 
their  Representatives  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to  propound  the  following  connn- 
drum  to  that  august  Body  :  *'  What  is  a  legal  quorimi  for  the  transaction  of  bnsineaa 
in  a  snbordhiate  Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch  Masons?'' 
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The  following  commnnicatioii  was  received  from  a  committee  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  which  commnnication  was  placed  on  file,  and 
the  representatives  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  were  instructed  to  bring  that  mat* 
ter  also  before  that  Grand  Body  for  adjadioatlon : — 

3b  the  M,',  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee: — 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee  were  appointed,  on  behalf  of  said  Grand  Council,  to  ank  the 
consideration  by  yonr  bodr  of  incorporating  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
into  capitular  Masonry,  we  are  unauthorized  to  say  that  the  Grand  Council  is  pre- 
pared for  such  an  arrangement  at  this  time,  though  it  is  believed  the  matter  would 
receive  from  her  a  favorable  consideration.  Hoping  that  yoa  will  take  such  action 
aa  its  importance  demands, 

We  are,  fraternally, 

E.  Edmundson,    Johh  T.  Irion, 

B.  R.  Harris,      G.  R.  Gwynmk, 

W.  R.  Shaver. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence  ;  bnt,  as  we  notice  by  the  report  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer  that  a  balance  of  $2410  20  remains  in  the  treasury,  we  hope  onr 
companions  of  Tennessee  will  soon  be  able  to  give  us  their  ideas  upon  matters  con>^ 
cerning  our  Order  through  the  medium  of  a  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  M.\  K\  H.  M.  Aiken  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  B.\  H'.  Johk 
Frizzell  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Nashville. 

TEXAS. 

Tlie  twenty -sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  was  held  is 
the  city  of  Houston  on  the  second  dsy  of  June,  1876,  the  if.*.  E.'.  W.  E.  McAlpin,. 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  Robert  Brewster  being  Grand  Secretary* 
Fifty-five  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  creditable  paper,  and  from  it  we  get  a 
good  idea  of  the  condiUon  of  the  Order  in  Texas.  He  greets  his  companions  as 
follows  :— 

Companions,  I  greet  yoa  with  cordial  and  fraternal  greetings ;  and  I  trust  that  onr 
deliberations  may  be  conducted  with  good  order  and  decorum,  characterized  by. 
harmony,  and  guided  by  wisdom,  and  may  be  conducive  to  the  well  being  of  the 
great  budy  of  Uoyal  Arch  Masons,  whose  representatives  we  are ;  and  may  our 
social  intercourse  with  one  another  during  this  Grand  Convocation  be  most  pleasant 
and  agreeable.  These  annual  meetings  of  old  friends  ought  to  be,  and  generally  are 
most  pleasant  reunions.  They  are  periods  in  our  lives  to  which  in  after  years  we 
may  look  back  with  fondest  recollections.  They  become  green  spots  *'  on  memory's 
waste,"  hallowed  by  recollections  of  duties  faithfully  performed,  of  friendships 
renewed  and  cemented,  and  of  many  pleasant  hours  passed  in  social  converse  among 
the  companions  during  the  hours  of  refreshment.  Why,  the  very  name  by  which  we 
greet  each  other,  (socius)  companion,  is  a  word  that  implies  social  intercourse  on 
terms  of  intimate  friendship  and  confidence. 

We  meet  to-day,  companions,  under  favorable  auspices.  Peace  and  pros- 
perity still  mark  the  progress  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Texas.  It  is  true  there  ia 
but  little  increase  in  the  number  of  subordinate  Chapters,  and  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be 
desired  that  they  should  multiply  rapidly.  Yet,  those  in  existence,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  are  quietly  and  prosperously  pursuing  "  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,*' 
with  no  disturbing  elements  to  produce  discord  and  confusion  among  the  workmen. 

The  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  having  collected  a  sufficient  number  of  com- 
panions, opened  his  Chapter  at  four  o'clock,  P.M.,  on  the  day  fixed  by  the  By-Laws, 
received  the  petition  of  a  candidate,  and  referred  it  to  a  committee.  The  By-Laws 
require  the  stated  ipeetings  to  be  held  at  early  candle-light.  The  Grand  High  Priest 
decided  *'  that  the  day  and  hour  of  the  meetings  of  the  Chapter  being  fixed,  the  High 
Priest  conld  not  hold  a  stated  meeting  at  any  other  time ;  that  the  meeting  to  which  he 
referred,  held  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  was,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than  a  called  meeting, 
at  which  petitions  for  degrees  could  not  be  presented."    We  concur. 

He  declined  to  grant  dispensations  for  the  purpose  of  holding  elections  at  a  time 
other  than  tiiat  named  in  the  Constitution,  on  the  ground  that,  aa  the  Constitution 
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prescribes  the  time,  the  Grand  Hish  Priest  had  no  authority  to  change  it.  In  Call- 
fomia  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  invested  with  that  power,  and  we  think  very  properly, 
as  it  Is  sometimes  absolntely  impossible  for  the  Chapters  to  hold  their  elections  at 
the  stated  time,  owing  to  the  severe  storms  which  occur  at  that  season  of  the  year 
(December),  and  which  sometimes  render  the  roads  impassable  for  several  days. 
He  states  the  following  novel  case  : — 

I  have  had  applications  from  several  Chapters  for  special  dispensation  to  hold 
elections  for  oflScers  at  other  times  than  that  fixed  by  the  Constitntion ;  these,  of 
course,  I  declined  to  grant ;  but  took  occasion  to  remind  the  petitioners  that  the 
Constitution  prescribes  the  time  for  the  election  of  olflcers  in  subordinate  Chapters, 
and  the  Grand  High  Priest  cannot  fix  a  different  time  ;  and  in  case  of  failure  to  elect 
at  that  time,  the  Constitution  prescribes  who  shall  continue  to  be  the  oflicers,  and  the 
Grand  High  Priest  cannot  provide  for  a  different  set  of  officers. 

Chapter  No. — ,  located  st  San  Antonio,  at  their  meeting  in  December,  ascertain- 
ing that  their  High  Priest,  King,  and  Scribe  would  all  be  absent  at  the  time  of  their 
stated  meeting  in  January,  when  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  should  be  elected,  and 
there  being  no  Past  High  Priest  of  their  Chapter  that  could  be  present,  to  open  and 
preside,  instructed  their  Secretary  tn  apply  to  me  for  a  special  dispensation,  author- 
izing Comp.  E.  L.  Beaumont,  Past  High  Priest  of  OonEcUea  Chapter,  No.  51,  to  open 
their  Chapter  at  the  t'me  of  their  stated  meeting  in  January,  and  preside  at  the 
election.  This  I  declined  to  grant,  doubting  whether  I  had  the  power,  and  believing 
that  no  one  could  properly  open  the  Chapter  and  preside  except  an  officer  who  was 
in  corporeal  and  ae  jure  possession  of  the  chsrter.  In  this  and  similar  canes  I  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  theory  that  the  Grand  High  Priest,  unlike  a  Grand  Master,  is  pos- 
sessed of  no  inherent  powers,  and  can  exercise  only  such  powers  and  authority  as 
may  be  conferred  on  him  by  Uie  Constitution  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Our  sentiments  exactly.    He  further  says  :— 

In  this  connection,  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  for  remarking  that  I  doubt  the  wis- 
dom and  propriety  of  our  regulation  passed  in  June.  1878,  authorizing  the  Past  High 
PrieHt  of  a  Obspter  to  open  and  preside  in  the  absence  of  the  first  three  officers  of 
the  Chapter.  There  may  be  no  law  forbidding  such  a  regulation,  but,  so  far  as  I  am 
informed,  it  is  a  kind  of  new  departure,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  in  other  juris- 
dictions, giving  authority  to  preside  to  one  who,  although  the  charter  may  in  fact  be 
present,  is  not  in  de  jure  possession  of  it.  Rather  than  retain  such  a  regulation, 
which  at  best  is  only  a  partial  remedy,  not  applicable  in  all  cases,  it  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  better  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  authorizing  him, 
in  extreme  cases,  to  fill  vacancies  by  appointment,  or  by  ordering  special  elections. 
The  latter  would  be  preferable.  I  think  it  would  be  in  accordance  with  Mssonic 
nsaffe  and  the  practice  of  other  Grand  Bodies.  The  necessity  for  some  such  provis- 
ion has  long  been  felt,  as  evidenced  by  the  recommendations  of  some  of  my  prede- 
ceaaors. 

One  dispensation  for  the.formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted. 

The  Committee  on  Work  reported  that  they  had  met  at  the  Grand  Chapter  Room, 
one  week  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  remained  there  for  one 
week  to  exemplify  the  work  and  lectures  fully,  in  all  the  degrees,  to  such  as  pre- 
sented themselvea  to  receive  them. 

Such  a  course  ought  certainly  to  result  beneficially,  so  far  as  the  dissemination  of 
uniform  work  is  concerned. 

The  Grand  Visitor  or,  as  we  would  call  him,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  presents  a  very 
interesting  report,  in  which  he  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  Chapters  visited,  the 
amounts  paid  him  by  each,  and  the  amount  of  his  traveling  expenses  to  each  locality* 
He  closes  as  follows :~ 

The  Royal  Craft,  where  I  have  traveled,  embracing  an  area  of  400  by  150  miles, 
is  prosperous ;  peace  and  harmonv  prevail,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn; 
I  have  passed  many  Chapters  that  I  aid  not  visit,  as  I  had  not  been  invited  to  do  so . 
and  I  again  recommend  what  has  been  presented  to  this  Grand  Chapter— a  change 
of  the  regulations  for  (jrand  Visitors  and  Chapters.  Grand  Visitors  ought  to  be  re- 
quired to  visit  every  Chapter,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  ouffht  to  compensate  him,  and 
thus  relieve  both  the  Grand  Visitor  and  the  Chapter.  I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters 
that  invited  roe— twenty-four  in  number ;  in  doing  which,  I  have  traveled  1700  miles. 
I  have  received  $505.  My  traveling  expenses,  not  paid  by  Chaptera,  $54  ;  leaving  a 
balance  of  $331,  about  one-half  of  which  was  currency;  and  have  been  engaged  in 
lecturing  Chapters,  and  traveling  f^om  one  Chapter  to  the  next,  127  days. 
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I  bare  been  received  by  tbe  Cbapters  conrteonsljr,  md  many  acts  of  kindness 
extended  to  me  by  the  companions,  for  which  I  retam  thanks. 

Norton  Xosn, 

Grand  Visitor  of  the  Western  DistricL 

Tbe  Grand  Chapter,  appreciating  the  services  of  this  faithftil  officer,  appropriated 
the  snm  1130,  in  addition  to  that  paid  him  by  the  Chapters. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  presented  by  Comp.  Robert  M.  Elgin, 
who  very  pleasantly  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters,  Cali- 
fornia, for  1875,  receiving  kindly  notice.  He  speaks  in  complimentary  terms  of  onr 
report,  and  regrets  that  the  late  honr  at  which  it  was  received  prevents  a  more 
thorough  review. 

Relative  to  the  custom  of  allowing  visitors  to  vote,  he  qnotes  the  following  from 
our  report : — 

The  singular  custom  prevails  in  this  Jurisdiction  of  allowing  visitors  to  vote  upon 
applications  for  degrees,  but  for  affiliation  none  but  members  can  vote. 

Why  the  distinction  should  be  made  we  are  at  a  loss  to  perceive,  unless,  as  is  the 
case  in  nome  Jurisdictions,  they  simply  confer  the  degrees  without  making  the  candi- 
date a  member  of  the  Chapter,  an  admirable  method  of  promoting  non-affiliation. 

Upon  which  he  says : — 

We  think  the  diiference  is  obvious.  The  conferring  of  the  degrees  does  make  a 
candidate  a  member  of  tlie  Chupter  in  this  iurisdiction.  Were  this  all,  our  practice 
would  be  wroog.  But  it  doe»  more.  It  makes  him  a  member  of  the  Order,  and  ad- 
mits him  to  companioDShip  with  its  members  everywhere.  In  this,  every  Royal  Arch 
Mason  has  an  interest.  In  affiliations  it  is  dilTerent.  Then  it  is  a  private  matter  with 
the  particular  Chspter,  and  its  members  alone  are  permitted  to  vote.  Our  practice  is 
particularly  well  adspted  to  cities  and  towns,  where  two  or  more  Chapters  have  con- 
current Jurisdiction.         • 

Wc  think  each  Chapter  should  be  the  Judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers, and  if  a  visitor  knows  anything  detrimental  to  the  character  of  a  candidate, 
he  slionld  make  it  known  to  the  High  Priest,  or  to  the  committee  of  investigation. 
He  further  says : — 

We  take  the  liberty  of  copying  entire  his  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Grand  Giispter,  as  we  hsve  not  been  favored  with  a  copy  uf  them— omitting  only  bis 
remarks  dissenting  from  the  action  in  reference  to  tbe  right  to  confer  the  degrees 
upon  a  candidate  previously  rejected.  "Outsider"  as  we  are,  we,  and  onr  (irand 
Chapter  also,  agree  with  tlie  General  Grand  Chapter  in  this,  and  also  in  regard  to  the 
several  decisions  applicable  to  us,  except  the  eighth,  in  regard  to  "  who  may  open  a 
Chapter."    In  this  last,  our  regulations  are  different,  and,  we  thiuk, should  be  changed. 

We  hope  to  see  the  time  when  neither  Comp.  Elgin  or  the  Grand  Chspter  of 
Texas  will  be  "outsiders,''  so  far  as  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is  concerned. 

Comp.  Elgin  Is  a  pleasing  and  genial  writer,  and  although  we  msy  diifer  upon 
some  points,  it  is  a  real  treat  to  read  his  reports.  We  regret  that  time  will  not  per- 
mit us  to  follow  him  further  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  M.\  K'.  W.  F.  Swain  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  R.\  E,\  RoBtsr 
Brewster  was  reelected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Houston. 

VEBliONT. 

The  fifty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Burlington  on  the  twenty-ninth  dsy  of  September,  1875,  the  J/.-.  E.\ 
John  W.  Clark,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  li,\  E,\  Willum  H.  S.  Whit- 
comb  being  Grand  Secretary.  Twenty-five  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented  at 
the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  paper  which  well  repays  perusal.  His 
official  acts  were  few,  and  as  an  indication  of  the  peaoe  and  harmony  which  prevail 
among  our  *'  Green  Mountain  "  companions,  he  says  that  no  complaint  for  unmasonio 
oonduct  has  been  made  to  him.  He  announces  tbe  demise  of  several  lamented  com- 
panions, and  pays  a  warm,  fraternal  tribute  to  the  memory  of  each. 
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Bepresentatiyes  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Arkansas,  South 
Carolina,  and  Eentnclcy. 

We  desire  to  pass  around  the  following,  as  worthy  to^be  read  in  every  Chapter : — 

Mt  Companions  :  I  cannot  part  with  yon,  representatives  of  the  Royal  Craft  of 
this  Grand  Jarisdiction.  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  blindness  that  seems 
to  have  fdllen  npon  us,  preventing  proper  attention  to  our  cardinal  virtues.  As 
individuals,  we  do  not  saj  we  work  today  in  the  quarry,  and  tben  work  not ;  we  do 
not  map  out  a  course  in  which  to  make  a  journey,  and  then  travel  in  another 
direction.  We  square  our  actions  by  our  professions,  by  our  conversation.  And 
now,  companions,  why  should  we,  as  members  of  a  time-honored  institution,  sanction 
or  pursue  a  different  course  ?  We  observe  that  certain  periods  and  certain  localities 
have  their  peculiar  vices,  and  it  appears  to  have  fallen  to  our  time  and  place  to  guard 
well  by  action  the  virtue  of  Temperance,  lest  the  contrary  vice  prevail.  Is  it  not  for 
OS,  individual  representatives  of  the  Royal  Craft  of  Vermont,  to  say.  "  If  meat  makes 
my  brother  to  offend.  I  will  eat  no  more  flesh  while  the  world  stands,  lest  I  make  my 
brother  to  offend,"  for  "  It  is  good  neither  to  eat  fle>h,  nor  to  drink  wine,  nor  any- 
tiling  whereby  thy  brother  stumbleth,  or  is  offended,  or  is  made  weak." 

The  remainder  of  the  proceedings  are  of  a  purely  local  nature. 

The  Iteport  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  J.  Mokboe 
PoiiAMD,  and  although  his  notices  of  each  Grand  Chapter  are  somewhat  brief,  they 
are  interesting  and  to  the  point  In  fact,  Comp.  Poland  has  the  faculty  of  saying  a 
good  deal  in  a  few  words,  an  invaluable  quality  in  a  reporter.  We  wish  we  could  get 
the  hang  of  it,  but  we  never  could,  although  he  styles  us  the  *'  Prince  of  Reporters." 
Whew  I  what  will  Cobson  and  Goulet  and  Henderson  and  Guilbert  say  to  that? 
We  remove  our  turban  and  make  our  lowest  salaam.    Uc  further  says  :— 

We  assure  Companion  Wiqqin  that  the  Proceeding!}  of  California  were  not  among 
those  received  by  us  ;  and  the  reason  why  is  one  of  tho<«e  secrets  of  Grand  Secretaries 
which  no  fellow  can  find  out.  We  feel  considerable  interest  to  know  what  kind  of  a 
*•  pole  "  he  used  to  •'  stir  us  up  "  with. 

Nothing  but  a  stalk  of  sugar  cane,  we  assure  you,  Comp.  Poland  ;  and  we  trust 
that  no  further  stirring  will  be  necessary,  but  that  you  will  always  come  to  the  surface 
in  time  without  the  necessity  of  extraneous  agitation. 


The  sixtieth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  September,  1876,  the  Mr,  E.\  Edward  S.  Dana,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  W.  H.  S.  WHrrcoMB  being  Grand  Secretary.  Twenty-four 
subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  an  excellent  Address,  says  :~ 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unexampled  peace  and  harmony  in  the  history  of 
Roval  Arch  Masonry  in  Vermont.  Rut  few  complaints  of  any  kind  have  reichod  me, 
and  those  have  been,  so  far  as  I  know,  speedily  and  happily  ndjusted.  This  augurs 
well  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  in  the  future,  and  also  iiidicat^-s  that  the  Chapters 
have  been  so  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  their  presiding  officors,  as  to  clioose  tljose 
who  were  so  well  versed  in  tlie  principles  and  regulations  of  the  Order,  as  to  guide 
their  proceedings  and  preserve  them  from  uTeguiaritics  and  mistakes,  which  might 
work  barm  to  all  concerned. 

The  following  decision  was  rendered :~ 

A  brother  having  been  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in  one  of  the  Chapters,  a 
member  objected  to  his  advancement,  after  the  ballots  had  been  cast  and  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Chapter.  I  decided  that  this  objection  woulJ  have  the  same 
effect  as  a  black  ball,  and  that  tlie  candidate  couU  renew  hii  petition  after  the 
required  time  had  elapsed. 

A  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Colombia  was  ap- 
pointed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  referred,  in 
their  report,  say : — 

We  express  oar  hearty  approval  of  the  exchange  or  conrtesies  between  Grand 
Bodies  by  means  of  Grand  Representatives,  and  think  it  tend.s  in  the  highest  decree 
to  promote  that  fraternal  feeling  and  harmony  so  peculiarly  the  genius  of  our  in^tita- 
tion. 
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Comp.  J.  M.  Poland  presented  another  of  his  excellent  Beports  on  Correspond- 
ence, and  we  are  happy  to  observe  that,  upon  most  of  the  mooted  questions  which 
occupy  the  attention  of  Masonic  reporters,  the  views  of  our  distinguished  companion 
are  in  accord  with  our  own.  In  commencing  his  report  he  makes  the  following  com- 
plaint :— 

The  committee  have  received  reports  from  all  Grand  Chapters  with  which  this 
Grand  Body  is  in  correspondence,  with  the  excepton  of  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Florida,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Minnesota,  MisHOuri,  Nevada,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  and  South  Carolina.  Eleven  reports  is  an 
nnusual  number  to  miss,  and  does  not  speak  well  for  the  courtesy  and  attention  to 
business  of  the  Grand  Secretaries  of  the  derelict  bodies. 

We  know  how  it  is  ourself ;  and  right  here  we  desire  to  say  that,  as  a  general 
thing,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  fault  lies  with  the  Grand  Secretaries.  Sometimes 
such  is,  undoubtedly,  the  case,  but  in  most  instances,  we  believe  that  the  proceed- 
ings are  lost  through  the  negligence  of  the  Post  Office  officials,  or,  by  some  means, 
are  appropriated  by  those  who  have  no  right  to  them.  In  our  own  case,  as  Grand  Sec* 
retary,  we  never  fail,  as  soon  as  our  proceedings  are  published,  to  forward  three 
copies  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  every  Grand  Chapter  with  which  we  are  in  corres- 
pondence ;  yet,  year  after  year,  we  are  disappointed  and  chagrined,  notwithstanding  all 
the  pains  we  have  taken,  to  find  that  some  or  our  brother  reporters  complain  that 
the  proceedings  of  Calit'ornia  have  not  come  to  hand. 

It  is  annoying,  but  we  suppose  it  cannot  be  helped.  We  have  never  missed  so 
many  as  eleven  from  our  annual  love  feast,  but  this  year  we  mourn  the  absence  of 
four,  and  more  would  have  been  wanting,  had  we  pot  written  in  time  to  the  Grand 
Secretaries,  who,  to  their  credit  be  it  said,  promptly  responded  to  our  call. 

In  his  review  of  California,  Comp.  Poland  pays  the  following  kindly  compliment 
to  our  Grand  High  Priest : — 

It  always  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  look  over  the  proceedings  of  California,  espe-  ' 
cially  when  we  observe  that  its  responsible  head  is  that  moat  zealous  and  ^nergetio 
of  CrnfLsmen  on  the  Pacific  coast,  Alexander  G.  Abell,  of  San  Francisco,  whose 
geniality  has  lung  ago  gained  him  a  large  circle  or  warm  and  sincere  friends  through- 
out the  country. 

Those  of  us  who  know  the  efforts  Comp.  Abell  has  made  during  a  period  of 
twenty-flve  year?,  to  foster  and  promote  the  interests  of  Masonry  in  all  its  depart- 
ments upon  the  Pacific  coast,  will  appreciate  this  recognition  of  his  services  from 
abroad. 

Our  report  for  1876  is  most  kindly  and  approvingly  noticed.    He  sajrs  :— 

Among  other  broad  principles  laid  down  by  this  committee  are  two  which  we 
can  warmly  commend  :  Firnt.  that  the  companion  who  is  best  qualified  should  be 
selected  for  High  Priest,  witliout  regard  to  his  previous  position  in  the  Chapter  ;  and 
second,  in  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  without  trial.  Both  of  these  sug- 
gestions are  eminently  judicious,  and  should  receive  the  approt^al  of  this  Grand  Body. 
We  cannot  leave  this  lengthy  and  admirable  report  of  Comp.  Wiooin  without  giving 
the  following  extract  embodying  his  views  on  the  relation  of  Temperance  to  Masonry. 

He  quotes  our  remarks  upon  the  temperance  question,  evidently  believing  that 
they  are  "  well  and  strongly  put*'  ^ 

Under  the  head  of  Georgia,  in  reviewing  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  he  says : — 

CoiAp.  Lawrenob  has  some  quaint  views.  Qne  of  his  ideas  is  to  always  assign 
yiaiting  companions  seats  b^  thennelves  in  the  Chapter.  Not  only  would  this  pre« 
vent  them  from  electioneermg  for  some  favorite  candidate  for  office,  but  ''there  is 
honor  in  so  distinguishing  them.  They  become  the  observed  of  all  observers,  and 
the  brethren  and  companions,  in  the  intervals  of  business,  will  not  have  ii  seek  them 
out  to  pay  them  fratern-il  attention.''  This  may  do  for  the  latitude  of  Georgia,  but  it 
would  not  agree  with  the  democratic  notions  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Vermont. 

Neither  would  it  suit  the  climate  of  California.  We  believe  in  making  visitors 
feel  that  they  are  at  home  ;  that  they  are  among  those  who  do  not  regard  them  as 
strangers,  but  as  members  of  the  same  family ;  and  instead  of  making  them  the 
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"  observed  of  all  observers,"  we  distribute  them  among  onr  own  members,  make 
them  to  know  us,  and  give  them  a  M<uonic  welcome. 

In  his  review  of  Kansas  we  find  the  following,  which  accords  with  oar  views  ex- 
actly : — 

Affiliation  fees  are  not  advocated  by  the  Kansas  oommittee.  They  are  entirely 
opposed  to  them,  as  well  as  to  forced  affiliation.  They  also  believe  that  an  objection 
to  a  candidate,  coming  from  a  member  of  another  Chapter,  shoald  be  valid—a  point 
on  which  we  cannot  at  all  agree  with  them.  Every  Chapter  has  certain  inalienable 
rights  of  its  own,  among  which  is,  that  only  members  can  participate  in  the  ballot. 
They  may  respect  the  opinions  of  visiting  companions,  but  their  word  should  never 
be  law.  It  would  be  the  end  of  all  Masonic  harmony  to  allow  visiting  members  to 
vote  on  petition  for  degrees — which  we  believe  is  the  mischievous  rule  which  prevaila 
In  Texas.  We  are  proud  to  say,  that  up  among  the  green  hills  of  Vermont  we  are 
*'  close  communion  Masons  "  in  the  strongest  sense  of  the  term.  But  here  is  Comp. 
Carb's  argument  on  the  rnle  in  question,  which  only  shows  how  some  bright  Masons 
will  get "  unreliable  ''  at  times  :— 

"  The  practice  would  be  of  vast  benefit  to  the  Order,  and  should  be  encouraged. 
We  don't  believe  that  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  member  of  a  Chapter  in  good  stand- 
ing, is  an  outsider  in  any  Chapter  when  the  question  to  be  decided  is.  *  Shall  this 
brother  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason?'  We  would  give  the  right  of  ballot,  and  aho 
the  right  of  objection,  to  all  companions  in  good  standing,  wherever  they  may  be. 
Being  made  a  member  of  the  Oraer  comprehends  far  more  than  mere  membership 
in  a  particular  Lodge  or  Chapter." 

We  would  gladly  quote  many  more  good  things  from  this  most  interesting 
report;  but  time  presses,  and  the  Devil  (printer's)  is  after  us.* 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.  Address :  Bur- 
lington. 

VTBQIiriA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  held  its  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond on  the  fourteenth  day  of  December,  1676,— the  Af.*.  E,',  Williax'H.  Lambebt, 
-Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R,\  E.\  William  B.  Isaacs  being  Grand  Secre- 
tary.   T#enty-five  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  brief,  and  treats  of  local  afTairs  only. 
He  announces  the  deatli  of  Comps.  Jambs  R.  McDowell,  Grand  Lecturer,  Thomas 
W.  DuDLBY,  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  venerable  Grand  Secretary,  John  Dove.  Our 
companions  of  Virginia  have  indeed  cause  to  mourn.  It  is  seldom  that  three  of  the 
principal  officers  of  a  Grand  Chapter  are  stricken  down  in  one  year ;  and  we  can 
readily  imagine  the  giief  of  our  companions  at  so  severe  a  loss.  The  death  of  Comp. 
John  Dovb  will  bring  grief  to  more  hearts  than  beat  in  Virginia.  His  reputation  aa 
a  wise  and  accomplished  Freemason  was  known  wherever  the  altars  of  Masonry 
were  erected. 

After  paying  a  fraternal  tribute  to  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  Grand  Treasurer,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  says: — 

Would  that  I  could  here  stop  the  sad  record,  but  duty  compels  me  to  proceed. 
When  autumn  leaves  began  to  fall,  oar  venerable  and  venerated  (did  we  love  him  too 
much?)  Excellent  companion,  John  Dove,  Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
for  a  period  of  fifty-eight  years,  was  stricken  down  by  sickness,  and  in  the  early  part 
of  September  was  first  confined  to  his  room.  For  three  weary  months,  attendea  by 
dutiful  and  afTectionate  children,  he  bore  his  tedious  confinement  with  Christian 
patience  and  fortitude,  and,  although'  in  his  eighty-fifth  year,  retained  possession  of 
nis  mental  faculties,  and  was  bright,  cheerful,  and  uncomplaining  to  the  last.  On  the 
16th  day  of  November  he  fell  asleep,  and  his  disembodied  spirit  taking  fight,  was 
borne  on  angels'  wings  sloft,  and  was  permitted  to  pnes  the  Mystic  Vaih  of  the  Heav- 
enly Tabernacle,  and  ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  great  I  Am,  has  joined  the 
countless  throng  of  God's  elect,  and  through  the  ceaftelesa  ages  of  eternity  will  unite 
bis  voice  with  theirs  in  singing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb.  A  wail  of  sorrow 
and  grief  has  ascended  from  oar  altars,  for  truly  "  There  is  a  prince  and  a  great  man 
fallen  this  day  in  Israel." 

The  Grand  Chaplain  delivered  an  eloquent  addreaa  in  memoriam,  from  which  we 
extract  the  following :— 
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Another  nd  stroke  of  the  eetting-manl  was  given,  and  the  renerable  Qnnd 
Becretaiy,  who  had  long  passed  his  four  score  years  of  pilgrimage,  and  come  nearly 
to  his  thiree  score  years  of  oontinned  serrioe  in  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  faithful 
receiver,  the  accurate  recorder,  the  neat  scribe,  the  orderly  workman,  the  pnnciual 
officer,  Uie  embodiment  of  Masonic  law  and  usage,  the  only  liring  actor  in  the  organ- 
ization of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  reliable  Mason,  the  inoom  gentleman— Eminent 
Companion  John  Doyb— ripe  in  years,  in  honor,  in  experience,  in  service,  and 
equally  so.  we  trust,  in  piety,  fell— fell  on  the  Itith  of  November,  as  falls  the  mighty 
oak  of  the  ancient  forest,  having  withstood  the  blighting  storms  of  many  winters, 
ever  towering  in  majesty  above  his  fellows,  and  in  its  fall  making  the  earth  to 
tremble  with  the  shock.  The  fall  of  one  so  learned  in  Masonic  lore,  so  true  to  his  post, 
and  so  faithful  therein,  not  once  absent  during  the  fifty-eight  years  of  service, 
and  books  present  and  ready,  and  papers  all  filed,  could  not  but  make  our  whole 
jurisdiction  and  every  member  thereof  feel  its  force.  His  fame  was  far  beyond.  Not 
only  America,  but  Europe  knew  and  honored  him. 

Two  dispensations  were  issued  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters,  and  special 
dispensations  were  granted  in  two  instances  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time,  the 
emergency  seeming  to  him  sufficient  to  warrant  the  exercise  of  the  dispensing 
power.    Several  applications  for  similar  favors  were  denied, 

In  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
was  referred,  we  find  the  following  sensible  remarks,  which  we  heartily  endorse : — 

We  also  cordially  endorse  the  course  pursued  by  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  in  reference  to  those  real  and  supposed  cases  of  emergency  which,  during  the 

gist  year,  weie  presented  to  him.  Emergencies  are  at  the  entire  disposal  of  the  Most 
xcellent  Graua  High  Priest,  who  has  in  vacation  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in 
sci'sion.  The^  are  calls  for  a  departure  from  the  constitntion  or  laws  which  have 
been  made  for  the  government  of  the  subordinates ;  and  none  but  the  strongest 
reasons  will  ever  authorize  a  Grand  High  Priest  to  set  aside  the  deliberate  work  of 
the  Grand  Assembly  of  the  Koyal  Craft.  As  these  requests  are  frequently  made,  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  has  very  properly  pointed  the  course  which  has  to 
be  pursued  in  the  Lodge  in  emergent  cases,  and  which  is  equally  proper  in  the 
Chapter,  for  the  decisions  of  the  Loajge  are  the  laws  in  the  Chapter,  except  where  the 
peculiarities  of  our  constitution  require  some  special  departure. 

The  course  to  be  pursued  in  those  cases  of  emergency,  calling  for  a  petition  to  be 
acted  upon  within  the  time  required  by  law  is  by  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  made  clear.  A  Master  Mason  wishing  to  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  without 
delay,  signs  the  usual  petition,  and  states  in  addition  the  reasons  for  immediate 
action— action  not  allowed  in  the  constitution  of  the  subordinate  Chapter.  The  Most 
Excellent  High  Priest  summons  every  member  of  his  Chapter  and  has  the  petition, 
with  the  reasons  for  immediate  action,  read  to  the  Chapter.  A  ballot  is  had,  and  if 
/air,  an  application  containing  said  reasons  is  made  to  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest,  who.  if  he  thinks  it  right,  grants  tlie  dispensation  asked  for.  That  act 
of  nis  makes  lesal  the  act  of  the  irr^;ular  election,  and  the  conferring  the  degrees 
goes  on,  as  if  the  regular  course  had  been  fuUowod.  The  dispensation  does  not 
relieve  the  applicant  from  the  examination  l^efore  the  coancil  on  his  proficiency  in 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  but  does  from  that  required  to  be  held  in  the  Lodge  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Masters. 

'  Your  committee  does  not  consider  that  ttiere  can  well  be  a  case  of  emergency  of 
the  kind  above  mentioned  in  the  Chapter.  For  a  Master  Mason  can  go  wherever 
Masonry  U  known  and  receive  the  same  aid  and  sympatliy  that  he  would  if  he  were  a 
Boyal  Aich  Mason.  Generally  it  is  not  so  much  the  candidate  who  is  anxious  for  Uie 
decrees,  as  it  is  the  Chapter,  who  desires  to  have  the  income  tiius  arising,  and 
which  by  delay  might  be  lost  to  them,  that  causes  the  call  for  a  dispensation. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  wanting,  and  the  Chairman,  Comp.  William  B. 
Isaacs,  for  canse  sboweth  as  follows  :— 

As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  he  can  only  express 
his  regrets  over  his  inability  to  present  his  usual  annual  report.  That  regret  is 
much  mcreased,  not  only  in  consideration  of  the  very  complimentary  resolution 
passed  by  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  Annual  Convocation,  but  for  the  cause  which 
prevented.  It  has  been  our  custom  to  obtain  possession  of  the  proceedings  for  revis- 
ion in  November  of  each  year.  This  year  parental  ill,  and  daily  declining  health, 
claimed  our  undivided  attention.  Fully  realizing  the  gradual,  solemn  approach  of 
the  last  inevitable,  and  this  unceasing  watching,  waiting,  waiting,  watching  for  a 
human  aeul,  the  soul  of  a  lifelong  Mason,  the  soul  of  an  aged  Christian  warrior,  to 
take  its  eternal  flight,  incapacitates  the  human  mind  for  other  labor.  This  we  offer 
yoo,  companions,  as  our  apology,  with  every  amurance  of  its  appreciation  and 
acoeptanoe  by  yon.  William  B.  Isaacs,  Cfiairman, 
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« 

Next  year  we  hope  to  be  able  to  review  one  of  Comp.  Isaacs'  excellent  reports, 
for  no  one  knows  better  than  he,  how  to  write  one  that  will  well  repay  perosal. 

The  M.\  E.\  William  H.  Lambert  was  re-elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Comp. 
William  B.  Isaacs  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Richmond. 

WI800N8IN. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  held  its  twenty-sixth  Annnal  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Milwaukee,  commencing  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1876, — the  M.\E,', 
Jonathan  H.  Evans,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  i?.*.  E.\  John  W.  Wood- 
bull  being  Grand  Secretary.    Fifty  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  a  well  prepared,  interesting,  and  scholarly 
Address.    Belative  to  the  state  of  the  Order,  he  says  :— 

We  have  abundant  cause  for  congratulation  upon  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  not  so  much  for  an  increase  in  numbers,  but  for  the 
watchfulness  and  care  that  seems  manifest  in  guarding  the  doors  of  our  Chapters 
against  the  admission  of  unwortliy  material.  With  but  few  exceptions  all  the  Chap- 
ters are  working  harmoniously,  and  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  uniformity.  The 
history  of  this  Grand  Chapter  may  not  show  such  a  rapid  increase  in  subordinates 
as  some  of  our  sister  Grand  Jurisdiction?,  but  for  a  healthfnl  and  substantial 
growth  it  will  bear  a  favorable  comoarison  with  any.  Fifty  Chapters  have  been 
organized  in  this  State,  and  all  of  them  are  at  work ;  we  have  no  surrendered 
charters  to  file  among  our  archives  ;  proving  that  a  cautious  and  conservative  policy 
has  always  governed  this  Grand  Body  in  establishing  Chapters  only  where  there  was 
a  strong  probability  of  their  being  well  sustained. 

He  announces  the  death  of  Comp.  Henbt  S.  Baud,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
gives  a  brief  record  of  his  brilliant  Masonic  history.  The  death  of  Comp.  Solomon 
D.  Bayliss,  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Indiana,  is  also  noticed,  and  a  fraternal  tribute  is  paid  to  his  memory. 

Representatives  were  appointed  near  nineteen  Grand  Chapters,  and  received  and 
accredited  from  sixteen.  Dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  three  new 
Chapters. 

He  reports  a  case  of  invasion  of  their  jurisdictional  rights  by  a  subordinate  Chap- 
ter of  Illinois,  and  states  that  he  had  presented  the  facts  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Illinois,  who  promised  investigation  and  prompt  reparation  ;  but  no  further  notice 
appears  to  have  been  taken  of  the  matter,  either  by  the  Grand  Bigh  Priest  or  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Jarisprudence,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  submitted 
the  following  report :~ 

In  the  case  of  H.  W.  SpRAorE,  a  resident  of  this  jarisdiction,  who  was  exalted  ia 
York  Chapter,  No.  148,  of  Illinois,  yonr  committee  can  come  to  bat  one  conclusion, 
viz.:  that  such  action  on  the  part  of  York  Chapter  was  a  gross  violation  of  Masonic 
law,  and  an  unwarrantable  mvasion  of  our  jurisdiction.  We  therefore  recommend 
that  the  said  Spbaouk  be  declared,  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  to  be  a  clandestine  Boyal 
Arch  Mason. 

These  violations  of  jnrisdictional  rights  are  becoming  altogether  too  common, 
and  we  hope,  in  every  instance  where  prompt  reparation  is  not  made,  that  the  example 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  will  be  followed. 

We  note  the  following  decisions : — 

Case  Iftt,—*'  At  our  last  Convocation  there  was  one  black-ball  against  a  candi- 
date. After  the  Chapter  was  closed  the  companion  who  cast  it  withdrew  his  objec- 
tion. Is  it  necessary>to  eret  the  unanimous  consent  of  those  present  and  voting,  for  a 
new  ballot ;  or,  has  the  High  Priest  the  power  to  declare  the  ballot  clear  at  the  next 
Oonvocation  V* 

DecistiorL^kB  soon  &s  the  Chapter  is  closed,  the  record  of  that  Convocation  is 
presumptively  made  up.  After  that  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  companiona 
present  at  a  Convocation  where  a  rejecting  ballot  has  been  cast  is  not  sufficient  to 
order  a  new  ballot :  nor  can  the  High  Priest  at  a  subsequent  Convocation  declare 
the  ballot  clear.  The  candidate  mast  wait  until  the  expiration  of  the  constitutional 
period. 
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Cnne  Id.—"  About  tliree  rears  ago  a  companion  moved  from  thfs  State  to  Kansas; 
recently  he  forwarded  his  does  and  applied  for  a  dimit ;  a  companion  objected  to 
granting  dlmit,  and  preferred  charges  against  the  absent  companion  for  numasonic 
conduct.  Has  oar  Chapter  jurisdiction  over  the  companion  for  oflensies  committed 
while  a  resident  of  this  State,  or  most  he  be  tried  in  the  State  of  Kansas  by  the 
Chapter  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  now  resides?  If  our  Chapter  has  jurisdiction,  must 
he  be  tried  at  a  Regular  or  Special  Convocation  ?" 

DecUtion. — The  sTeged  offense  liaviog  been  committed  In  the  jnrisdiction  of  the 
Chapter  of  which  the  companion  is  a  member,  he  must  be  tried  by  said  Chapter.  Ilia 
trial  can  ttke  place  at  either  a  Regular  or  Special  Convocation. 

Case  3rf. — "  A  brother  in  good  standing  and  member  of  a  Lodge  in  PconsylTania 
has  resided  in  this  jurisdiction  about  three  months ;  he  now  wishes  to  receive  the 
Capitnlar'degrees.    Have  we  a  right  to  entertain  his  petition  ? " 

i^ectAion.— Consent  should  first  be  obtained  from  the  Chapter  from  whose  juris- 
diction the  candidate  hails ;  otherwise  one  year  should  elapse,  that  he  may  gain  a 
residence  in  the  State  and  jurisdiction.  This  case  I  decided  in  the  absence  of  any 
written  law  upon  our  statutes,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  that  prevails  in  some  parts 
of  our  juri-^diction,  for  the  following  reasons :  First,  that  on  applicant  for  the  de- 
grees should  reside  a  reaso;iable  lensth  of  time  in  a  jurisdiction,  in  order  that  the 
companions  with  whom  he  wishes  to  affiliate  may  have  opportunities  of  forming 
his  acquaintance.  Second,  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  any  conflict  with  a  foreign 
Grand  Jurisdiction.  I  therefore  recommend  that  a  regulation  be  adopted  at  this 
session,  fixing  a  definite  period  which  a  candidate  (hailing  from  a  foreign  jurisdiction) 
must  reside  in  this  State  before  his  petition  for  the  Capitular  degrees  can  be  enter- 
tained by  any  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Case  4th.  "Is  it  proper  to  admit  a  brother  who  is  not  a  Mark  Master  into  a 
Lodge  of  Past  Masters,  (working  as  a  part  of  our  Chapter),  and  there  conferring  the 
Past  Master's  degree  to  qualify  him  to  preside  over  a  Symbolic  Lodge?  " 

Decision,  No  brother  can  be  admitted  into  a  Past  Master's  Lodge  who  has  not 
received  the  Mark  Master's  degree.  Such  Lodge  cannot  confer  the  Past  Master's 
degree  upon  the  Master  elect  of  a  symbolic  Lodge. 

Case  bth.  **A  companion  Royal  Arch  Ma^on  who  received  the  degree  in  a  Lodge 
In  the  city  of  Liverpool,  England,  having  a  diploma  from  the  Grand  Chapter  in  Eng- 
land, and  proof  of  his  dimit  from  Lodge  and  Chapter,  but  has  never  received  the 
Mark,  Past,  and  Most  Excellent  degrees,  wLshes  to  affiliate  with  our  Chapter.  What 
course  shall  we  pursue?" 

Deciidon,  Having  received  satisfactory  proof  that  the  candidate  was  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  made  in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  Great  Britain,  in  accordance  with  the 
law  which  obtains  in  that  jnrisdiction,  proceed  by  conferring  tlie  Mark,  Past,  and 
Most  Exce  lent  degrees,  that  the  candidate  may  be  healed  and  become  a  regular 
Royal  Arch  Mason. 

Case  Cth,  **  The  Treasurer  elect  of  onr  Chapter  intends  to  dimit  from  the  Sym- 
bolic Lodge.    Should  he  do  so,  would  he  be  eligible  to  an  office  in  the  Chapter?" 

Decision.  Refer  to  resolutions  of  Grand  Chapter,  page  54.  Proc.  1871,  and  page 
87,  Proc.  1872.  Hence  a  law  requiring  a  petitioner  for  the  Capitular  degrees  "to  be 
a  member  of  a  Lodge  and  a  Mason  in  good  standing,"  and  "that  voluntary  non-affili- 
ating in  a  Lodge  of  over  one  year's  continuance  shall  subject  the  companion  to  sus- 
pension from  the  Chapter,"  would  certainly  require  a  member  of  the  Chapter  to 
retain  membership  and  good  standing  in  a  symbolic  Lodge.  The  companion  woold 
be  ineligible  to  an  office  in  a  Chapter  after  one  year  from  the  date  of  his  voluntary 
noD-afflliation. 

Case  1th,  "At  the  regular  Convocation  for  the  installation  of  officers,  a  protest 
was  presented  against  the  installation  of  the  Secretary  elect,  based  upon  a  section  of 
the  By-Laws  which  provides  that  *  no  member  shall  be  eligible  to  office  who  is  in 
arrears  for  dues  exceeding  one  year.'  The  installation  was  suspended  and  the  fol- 
lowing questions  submitted: — 

J.  '*  Had  the  companion  paid  his  dues  on  the  evening  of  Installation,  subsequent 
to  the  protest,  would  it  have  been  proper  to  have  proceeded  with  his  installation? 

XL  "  Will  it  be  proper  to  install  him  at  any  future  time  upon  payment  of  his 
dues?" 

III.  "  If  not,  should  the  office  be  declared  vacant  and  measures  taken  for  a  new 
election?" 

IV.  "  Is  the  B^-Law  legal,  and  is  It  competent  for  a  Chapter  to  disfranchise  one 
of  itn  members  without  due  notice  and  trial  ? " 

Deciinon.  To  the  first  query,  affirmatively.  Second,  affirmatively,  by  dispensa- 
tion. Third,  same  answer  as  for  second.  Fourth,  the  companion  is  presumptively 
cognizant  of  the  By-law  and  aware  of  its  penalty,  and  has,  therefore,  had  due  notice. 
The  obligation  to  conform  to  and  abide  by  the  laws  governs  him.  It  rests  with  the 
companion  entirelv  as  to  whether  he  will  render  himself  Ineligible  or  not  Chapters 
have,  unquestionably,  the  right  to  enact  laws  to  enforce  payment  of  dues,  and  to  fix 
penalties  for  non-compliauce. 
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la  all  iheiie  decisions  we  concur,  except  the  seventh  and  last  In  oar  opinion, 
when  the  By<Law8  contain  a  clause  to  the  eflfect  thai  "no  member  shall  be  eligible 
to  oflBce  who  is  in  arrears  for  dues,"  it  shuts  off  any  member  who  may  be  in  that  con- 
dition from  being  a  candidate  for  any  office.  He  has  no  right  to  allow  his  name  to  be 
used  as  a  candidate  for  any  office,  and,  if  elected,  his  election  would  be  null  and 
▼old,  and  no  subsequent  payment  wonld  render  him  eligible  to  the  office.  The  law 
requires  that  his  dues  shall  be  paid  up  in  full  to  the  night  of  election  in  order  to  make 
him  eligible  to  office. 

The  following  receives  our  hearty  commendation :~ 

During  my  administration  as  your  presiding  officer,  I  have  endeavored  (and  I 
believe  with  some  degree  of  success)  to  eliminate  those  parasites  of  mirth  and  levity 
which  in  some  of  our  Chapters  are  suffered  to  mar  the  beauty  and  sublimity  of  two 
important  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry.  Indeed,  I  find  some  companions  who 
believe  that  these  excrescences  are  a  part  of  the  work  and  ritual  which  the  candidate 
must  necessaril^r  endure  before  he  can  be  permitted  to  see  the  glories  of  the  inner 
sanctuary.  I  wish  I  could  impress  my  companions  with  the  fact  that  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  true  work  that  would  detract  in  the  least  from  the  character  of  those  con- 
ferring the  degrees,  or  give  offense  to  the  most  sensitive  and  refined  mind  in  the 
person  of  a  candidate.  Every  step  taken  in  the  ladder  of  Masonry,  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  degree,  is  intended  to  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  candidate  an  impor- 
tant lessun  in  the  most  impressive  manner ;  anything  contrary  to  this  principle  will 
be  found  upon  investigation  to  have  no  part  or  place  in  the  work  or  ritnal  of^  anj  of 
the  degrees.  You  would  not  deem  it  necessary,  when  showing  your  farm  to  a  fnend 
or  companion,  to  lead  him  through  bogs  and  ditches,  or  over  rough  and  stony  nound, 
to  convince  him  that  such  places  exist  upon  your  premises.  These  you  could  describe 
as  you  pass  along,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  your  oral  description  wonld  have  a 
better  ii  not  more  abiding  influence  upon  his  mind  than  it  would  if  you  had  per- 
sisted in  taking  him  through  and  over  them.  At  least  he  would  leave  your  farm  with 
a  better  idea  of  iti  value,  and  a  more  exalted  opinion  of  you  as  a  companion  and 

SBntleman.  This  simile  may  not  be  applicable  to  many  of  the  Chapters  represented 
ere  to-day,  but  if  there  are  those  to  whom  it  does  apply,  I  trust  tiiat  duo  reflection 
on  the  part  of  the  companions,  and  the  good  sense  ana  firmness  of  the  High  Priests, 
will  remove  the  blemisn  from  our  work. 

Comp.  J.  P.  C.  CoTTBiLL  again  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  it  is 
written  in  his  usual  able,  thorough,  and  courteous  style. 

The  proceedings  of  twenty-nine  Grand  Chapters  are  ably  reviewed,  including 
California,  for  1875.  He  says  Comp.  Januabt'b  Address  was  an  excellent  paper,  and 
that  he  does  not  "  find  in  it  the  coldness  that  in  this  climate  the  name  implies."  Of 
our  report  he  says  :— 

Comp.  WiooiK  occupies  nearly  one  hundred  pages  with  the  Correspondence  Beport. 
He  had  received,  and  he  says  he  has  carefully  perused,  the  transactions  of  thirty-six 
Grand  Chapters.  After  reading  his  report,  we  cannot  doubt  his  statement.  It  U  a 
valuable  document,  creditable  to  him  and  to  his  Grand  Chapter.  Most  of  the  pro- 
ceedings noticed  by  him  have  been  hitherto  reviewed  here.  Replying  to  Comp. 
Lewis,  of  Conneeticut.  he  deals  a  stout  blow  for  the  excellent  doctrine  that  a  Mason, 
if  able,  ought  to  be  affiliated,  and  to  be  dealt  with  when,  if  able,  he  vrill  not  pay  his 
Lodge  duos.  We  hope  the  rule  may  become  universal,  that  actual  affiliation  in 
Lodge,  accompanied  by  regular  and  prompt  payment  of  dues,  shall  be  an  indispena- 
able  and  unalterable  prerequisite  to  either  membership  or  the  receipt  of  degrees  in 
the  Chapter,  saving  tnis  single  exception,  Uiat  when  the  brother  is  unable  to  pay,  his 
dues  shall  be  remitted,  and  still  requiring  always  that  his  membership  shall  be  pre- 
served. We  do  not  believe  that  a  man  can  be  a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing,  who 
is  voluntarily  non-afflliated ;  and  we  do  not  believe  that  any  such  ought  to  be  or  re- 
main a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

We  thank  Comp.  CoTTBiUi  for  his  kind  words  and  feel  proud  to  know  that  he 
agrees  with  us  upon  the  question  above  mentioned. 

We  are  sorry  to  leave  Comp.  Cottbil  Just  here,  but  the  printer's  familiar  spirit  ia 
after  us,  and  we  are  obliged  to  snceumb  to  diabolical  influences. 

The  M.\  E,'.  William  C.  Swain  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,\  E.\ 
John  W.  Woodbull  was  reelected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Milwaukee. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Once  more,  eompanions,  onr  yearly  task  is  ended,  and  with  a  sensation  of  relief 
that  is  really  exhilarating  we  lay  down  the  pen.  We  have  endeavored  to  give  yon 
an  epitome  of  matters  of  general  interest  and  importance  transpiring  outside  of  onr 
own  Jurisdiction. 

When  we  survey  the  field  over  which  we  have  traveled  to  obtain  the  materials  for 
this  report,  we  are  strongly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  onr  Order  is  steadily 
progressing  with  quiet,  firm,  and  certain  steps,  spreading  its  benign  influence 
throughout  the  gipbe,  wherever  the  foot  of  civilized  man  has  found  a  resting-place. 
Our  foundations  are  laid  broad  and  deep ;  it  remains  with  us  to  see  that  the  super- 
structure is  erected  of  materials  in  which  are  neither  flaw  or  blemish. 

We  congratulate  you  upon  the  general  peace  and  harmony  which  prevail  in  the 
bodies  of  our  Order,  both  Grand  and  subordinate.  With  very  few  exceptions,  all  are 
enjoying  a  degree  of  prosperity  which  Is  truly  gratifying;  and  even  in  the  few 
instances  where,  from  the  pressure  of  fortuitous  circumstances,  the  flres  upon  the 
altars  have"  burned  somewhat  dimly,  there  is  exhibited  a  degree  of  zesl  and  recuper- 
ative energy  which  promises  much  for  the  future. 

To  our  brother  reporters,  whose  kind  and  appreciative  words  have  cheered  us  in 
our  work,  we  return  our  sincere  thanks.  Our  intercourse  with  them  has  been  one 
continued  source  of  pleasure.  We  hope  they  can  reciprocate,  for  we  are  one  of  the 
"Hutuals." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

For  the  Oommiitee. 

The  foregoing  report  was  ordered  to  be  published  with  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  oS  until  two  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 


§n  (^uvA  iSha^^. 


Aftebnoon  Session,         ) 
Tuesday,  April  lOM,  A.  I.  2407.  J 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  two  o'clock,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding. 

Comp.  William  Abraham  Dayies,  from  the  special  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  presented 
the  following  report : — 

2b  the  M,\  E.',  Grand  Chapter  of  Califomia  ;— 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
have  given  that  document  such  attention  as  tlie  time  allotted  for  the  purpose  per. 
mitted,  nnd  beg  leave  to  report  their  conclusions  with  certain  recommendations  for 
reference. 
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To  yon  who  have  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  admirable  paper  presented  by  our 
execative  head  to-day,  we  need  say  nothing.  The  concise  and  clear  statement  of 
acts  performed,  decisions  given,  errors  reproved,  and  advice  tendered,  we  feel  to 
be  worthy  of  so  distingnished  a  Mason,  and  we  cordially  invite  the  attention  of  every 
Royal  Arch  Mason  in  oar  jurisdiction  to  its  careful  perusal. 

Tour  committee  recommend  that  the  several  sabjects  alluded  to  therein,  be 
referred  as  follows  :— 

To  the  Oommittee  on  New  Chapters,  so  much  as  relates  to  granting  a  dispensation 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  Ohaptor  at  Eureka,  Humboldt  county,  and  to  the  constitu- 
ting of  Chapters : 

To  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  so  much  as  relates  to  the  affdirs  of  SuUer 
Chapter,  No.  11 ;  to  the  authorization  to  Petcduma  Chapter,  No.  22;  to  the  issue  of 
diplomas  by  subordinate  Chapters ;  to  the  amount  necessary  to  accompany  the  peti- 
tion of  an  applicant  for  the  degrees ;  to  the  authorization  of  Comp.  Ralph  Ei.lis  to 
teach  the  work  and  lectures  in  Los  Angeles  county ;  to  certificates  of  qualification  of 
High  Priests;  to  the  apppointment  of  a  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
West  Virginia ;  to  the  correspondence  with  Santa  Rosa  Chapter,  No.  45,  relative  to  the 
necessity  of  a  ballot  in  certain  cases ;  to  the  preparation  of  a  form  of  diploma  fur 
Past  High  Priests  of  this  jurisdiction ;  and  to  the  necessity  for  proficiency  in  the  pre- 
ceding degrees  before  advancement: 

To  the  Committee  on^  By-Laws,  so  much  as  relates  to  amendments  to  the  by-laws 
of  subordinate  Chapters : 

To  a  special  committee  of  three,  so  much  as  relates  to  the  death  of  our  late  com- 
panions, CHABLsa  Mabsh  and  Jambs  Laidlby  : 

And  to  another  special  committee  of  three,  so  much  as  relates  to  the  communica- 
tions from  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Council  of  Mississippi,  relative  to  transferring 
the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  to  the  Royal  Arch  Ctiapters. 

Tour  committee  have,  with  much  pleasure,  examined  the  correspondence  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  find  nothing  to  criticise.  We  commend  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  administered  the  affairs  of  his  office,  and  bespeak  for  him  the  reward  of  the 
faithful  ruler. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

William  A.  Davibs,) 

Geobob  T.  Grimes,   V  CommiUee. 

Jacob  Hart  Nbff,    i 


Which  report  was  concnrred  in. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following 
committees : — 


On  Finances: 

Comp.  William  Monroe  Petrie, 
*<      Theodore  Edward  Smith, 
*'      Daniel  Porter  Bystle, 
Samuel  Calvert  Foy, 
Richard  Mont. 


(C 


<( 


On  Returns: 

Comp.  Charles  Louis  Wiggin, 
"  John  Whitten  Surface, 
**      Jeremiah  Elkins  Whitcher, 

Septimus  Allen  Cleveland, 

James  Bell. 


If 


i( 


On  Charters : 

Comp.  William  Thompson  Luther, 
Jonathan  Doane  Hines, 
John  Morris  Walbridge, 
Thatcher  Peter  Wales, 
Ellison  Lassell  Crawford. 


<c 


<« 


«( 


l< 


On  Grievances : 

Comp.  Camot  Courtland  Mason, 
"      Alexander  Gibson  Oliver, 
Robert  Emmett  Warren, 
Peter  Richmond  Hinds, 
William  Joab  Shinn. 


<i 


If 


« 
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On  By-Laws :  On  Payment  of  Delegates : 

Comp.  Gtoorge  Heim  Qilbert,  Comp.  WilliRm  Thomas  Reynolds, 

Thomas  Callow,  '*      Edward  Coleman, 

Benjamin  Wilcox  Barnes,  "      John  Sweany, 

'*      James  Boss,  "      Frank  Douglas  Mead, 

"      John  Elbridge  Pordy.  "      Frederick  Bnttelman. 

To  fill  vacancies  on  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence: — 
Comps.  Isaac  Butrene  Titos  and  Leonidas  E.  Pratt. 

SComp.  John  Mills  Browne, 
*'      Leonidas  E.  Pratt. 
"      John  Chauey  Partridge. 

I  Comp. William  Wilson  Traylor, 

On  tramf erring  degrees  of  the  Council : }      "      William  Abraham  Paries, 

(      "      George  Tuttle  Grimes. 

Comp.  WHiUAM  Abbaham  Dayies,  from  the  special  committee  on 
the  revision  of  the  Constitutiony  presented  the  following  report : — 

2b  the  Jf.'.  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  .•— 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  projxMition  to  revise  the  Constitution  of 
this  Grand  Body,  beg  leave  to  report  sundry  amendments  proposed  by  them  thereto, 
as,  in  their  opinion,  embracing  all  the  needed  changes  in  our  organic  law. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  many  general  charges  have  been  made  at  different 
times  of  grave  defects  in  our  Constitution,  and  that  a  desire  has  been  expressed  for  a 
new  and  more  elaborate  code ;  but,  after  a  careful  review  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  and  of  our  own  Constitution,  which  last,  with  the  few  excep- 
tions noted,  has  served  us  so  long  and  so  well,  they  are  unable  to  appreciate  the 
necessity  of  adding  anything  more  thereto  than  is  embraced  in  this  report ;  and  they 
therefoi-e  respectfully  submit  the  following  suggestions  for  the  action  of  the  Griuid 
Chapter  :— 

Amend  Section  1  of  Article  II  by  inserting  in  the  third  line  thereof,  after  the  word 

"Chaplain,"  the  words  **a  Grand  Lecturer;"  and  in  the  fourth  line  thereof,  after 

the  word  **  Captain,"  the  words  "  a  Grand  Organist ; "  so  that  the  hection  as  amended 

will  read  as  follows : — 

Section  1.  This  Grand  Chapter  shall  be  composed  of  a  Grand  High  Priest,  a 
Deputy  (irand  High  Priest,  a  Grand  King,  a  Grand  Scribe,  a  (trand  Treasurer,  a 
Grand  Secretary,  a  (irand  Chaplain,  a  Grand  Lecturer,  a  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host, 
a  Grand  Koyal  Arch  Captain,  a  Grand  Organist,  a  Grand  Guard,  and  such  other 
officers  as  it  may  hereafter  designate ;  together  with  all  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
Past  Deputy  Grand  Hiprli  Priests.  Past  Grand  Kings.  Past  Grand  Scribes,  and  Past 
High  Pric-Hts  by  service  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  High  Priests,  Kings,  and 
Scribes  of  the  several  chartered  and  duly  constituted  Chapters,  or  their  regularly 
appointed  proxies. 

Amend  Article  Y  by  strildng  out  Sections  1  and  2,  and  inserting  the  following 
section  in  lieu  thereof:— 

SscTioN  1.  The  elective  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  shall  consist  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.  Grand  Kine.  Grand  Scribe,  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  Grand  Secretary,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  each  Annual  Con- 
vocation, and.  if  in  attendance,  shall  be  instared  before  the  close  thereof;  if  not 
present,  he  or  they  may  be  installed  in  the  respective  Chapters  of  which  tliey  are 
members.  1'hey  snail  hold  their  respective  offices  until  their  successors  are  elected 
and  installed.  A  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  for  a  choice,  and 
blanks  shall  not  be  counted  as  votes.  All  other  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Council,  shall  be  installed  as 
soon  as  practicable  thereafter,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  are 
appointed  and  installed. 

Amend  Article  Z  by  striking  ont  Section  1. 
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Amend  Article  XVI  by  striking  ont  Section  1,  and  inserting  the  following  two 
sections  in  lien  thereof: — 

SsonoN  1.  The  elective  officers  of  each  Chapter  shaU  consist  of  the  High  Priest. 
King.  Scribe,  Treasarer,  and  Secretary,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  stated 
meeting  next  preceding  the  anniversary  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist ;  shall  be  in- 
stall&l  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  and  shaJl  hold  their  respective  offices  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  duly  elected  and  installed.  A  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  shall  be  necessary  for  a  choice.  All  other  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
High  Priest,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council ;  shall  be  duly  installed ;  and  shall 
hold  their  respective  offices  subject  to  the  provl^iions  of  Section  2  of  this  Article. 

Section  2.  Upon  the  death  or  disabili^  of  any  appointed  officer  of  the  Chapter, 
or  for  continued  absence  or  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  Council 
may  declare  said  office  vacant,  and  the  High  Pnest  shall  appoint  a  successor  thereto, 
who  shall  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Council. 

Amend  Article  XYII  by  striking  out  Section  5,  and  inserting  the  following  in 
lieu  thereof: —  , 

SzonoN  5.  No  Chapter  shall  confer  the  degrees  for  a  less  sum  than  fifty  doilais, 
and  in  every  case  the  entire  fee  shall  accompany  the  application. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

WlLLIAH  AbBABAIT  DAVIES,  ) 

Isaac  Sutvene  Titus.  >  Oommittee. 

Geoboe  Tuttub  Gmms,     ) 

Which  report  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
JnrisprndeDce. 

Tlie  Grand  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  Woodland 
Chapter,  No.  46,  relative  to  an  alleged  violation  of  its  jurisdictional 
rights  by  Dixon  Chapter,  No.  48 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  Geoboe  Tuttlb  Gbihes,  the  election  of 
Grand  Officers  was  made  the  special  order  for  two  o'clock  to-morrow 
afternoon. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec,  asking  recognition  by  this  Grand  Chapter ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  credentials  of  Comp.  WixiUajc 
Abbaham  Daties,  as  Bepresentatiye  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri, 
and  of  Comp.  Leonidas  E.  Pbatt,  as  Bepresentatiye  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Maine  near  this  Grand  Chapter ;  and  those  companions 
were  duly  received  and  accredited  as  such  Bepresentatives. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 
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|tt  (^xmA  (Sttapfev. 


Morning  SscfsioN,  ) 

Wednesday,  April  11th,  A.  L  2407.  f 

The  Grnnd  Chapter  was  called  on  at  ten  o'clock,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding. 

After  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  the  minntes  of  the  sessions  of 
yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Comp.  John  Mills  Bbownb,  from  the  special  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  Address  relative 
to  the  decease  of  Comps.  Mabsh  and  Laidlby,  presented  the  following 
report : — 

To  the  M,\  E.\  Orand  Chapter  of  California  .•— 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  message  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  relating  to  the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  Mabsh  and 
Companion  James  Laidlet,  submit  the  following  :— 

Most  of  the  companions  here  assembled  can  recall  the  features  and  manners  of 
these  distinguished  dead,  can  recollect  their  uniform  .presence  at  our  Annual  Con- 
vocatioDS,  and  can  remember  the  zeal  and  earnestness  displayed  in  the  performance 
of  their  official  or  common  Masonic  duties,  and,  in  this  retrospect,  will  unite  in 
deploring  their  loss  and  in  paying  a  fraternal  and  loving  tribute  to  their  memories. 

Our  Grand  High  Priest,  in  beautiful  and  eminently  appropriate  language,  has 
mentioned  their  Tirtues,  extolled  their  acts,  and  touchingly  portrayed,  with  a  remem- 
brance mingled  with  grief,  their  several  peculiarities  of  character ;  and  his  honorable 
and  loving  mention,  emanating  from  an  experience  incident  to  a  friendship  and  an 
official  relation  which  continued  uninterruptedly  for  years,  gives  an  impressiveness 
which  cannot  be  had  by  any  eulogy  of  ours. 

The  deceased  companions  were  pioneers  in  the  history  of  our  commonwealth. 
They  were  the  recipients  of  offices  of  trust  and  honor,  and  performed  their  requisite 
duties  with  soch  integrity  and  ability  as  awarded  advancing  preferment  or  succes- 
sive re-election.  Their  public  and  private  chanties  were  freely  bestowed,  bringing 
joy  and  comfort  to  the  poor,  afflicted,  or  necessitous,  and  encouragement  for  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  objects  for  the  general  good.  Each  possessed  a  kind,  genial, 
humane  nature,  a  clear,  strong,  good  sense,  with  manner  unassuming  and  accessi- 
ble, with  a  fixed  purpose  and  I'esolute  energy,  self-reliant  and  determined— the  oppo- 
nents of  vice  and  the  unswerving  champions  of  that  which  is  true  and  good.  As 
they  lived,  so  they  died— firm  in  the  faith  professed  by  our  Order,  and  devoted  to 
those  noble  principles  which  characterize  the  loyal  Mason.  "  Faithful,  more  faithful" 
might  be  inscribed  on  their  monuments,  and  yet  no  words  would  be  adequate  to 
express  a  worth,  which,  although  recognized  in  life,  is  enhanced  by  death,  and  will 
be  perpetuated  while  memory  gratefully  cherishes  the  impression  made  by  lives  so 
replete  with  beauties  of  character  and  so  fruitful  of  beneficent  results. 

In  commemoration,  therefore,  of  our  estimation  of  their  characters,  and  as  a  loving 
testimonial  of  our  fraternal  companionship,  your  committee  recommend  that  mourn- 
ing pages  be  set  apart  in  our  proceedings  and  dedicated  to  the  memories  of  Past 
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Grand  High  Priest  Chabues  Mabsh  and  Companion  Jamzs  Laidlkt,  and  that  copies 

of  iliese  proceedingB  be  transmitted  to  their  widows  and  orphans. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

John  Mills  Bbowkx.        ) 

Leokidas  E.  Pbatt,  fCommiUee. 

John  Chaket  Pabtbidge,  ) 

Which  report  was  concnrred  in. 

Gomp.  WiiiLiAM  Abbaham  Davies,  from  the  special  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  Address 
relative  to  the  communications  from  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand 
Council  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  following  report : — 

To  theM.'.  E.\  Or  and  CJiapier  of  Ckilifomia  :^ 

The  undersigned,  your  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
report  of  the  M.\  E.:  Grand  High  Priest  as  relates  to  the  proposed  union  of  Chap- 
ters and  Councils,  desire  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  following  report  of 
a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch  Masons  and 
the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council  of  Boyal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  made  to  and^  adopted  by  those  Grand  Bodies  February  5th  and  6th, 
1877  :— 

2b  aU  Royal  Arch  Masons 

and  Boyal  and  Select  Masters 

in  the  State  of  Mississippi :  — 

The  following  report  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Most  Excellent  (irand  Chapter 
of  Boyal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Most  Puiftant  Grand  Council  of  Boyal  and  Select 
Mastei-s.  adopted  by  these  (irand  Bodies  at  their  recent  Convocation  and  Assembly  in 
the  City  of  Vicksburg,  February  5th  and  fith,  1877.  is  communicated  for  the  informa- 
tion and  Kovernmeni  of  the  several  subordinate  Chapters  and  Councils  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi : 

To  the  M.'.  E.'.  Orand  Rojfal  Arch  Chapter  and  the  M.\  P.\  Grand  CouncU  of 

Hoy  at  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  Most  Excellent  (h'and Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch 
Masons  in  the  .State  of  MisHissippi.  and  a  committee  of  the  Most  Puis-ant  (irand 
Council  of  Uoyal  and  Select  Masters  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  apjwinted  by  these 
Grand  Bodies  respectively,  to  present  an  arntngement  by  which  the  degrees  of  the 
Grand  Council  are  to  be  transferred  to  tlie  (irand  Chapter,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
tlie  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred 
to  the  (irand  Chapter,  and  shall  hereafter  be  conferred  as  follows  :— 

1.  Each  Royal  Arch  Chapter  shall -hereafter  open  within  its  bosom,  under  its 
charter  as  a  ChajJter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  a  Council  of  Hoyal  and  Select  Masters, 
and  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master ;  the  officers  of  the  Chap- 
ter, corresponding  in  rank  to  those  of  the  Council,  to  be  the  officers  of  the  CounciL 

2.  All  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  not  received  the  degrees  of  Boyal  Master 
and  Select  Master  shall  be  entitled  to  have  the  same  conferred,  or  communicated,  on 
their  request,  and  withcmt  charge,  but  candidates  who  shall  hereafter  receive  the 
Boyal  Arch  degree  shall  immediately  thereafter,  and  in  connection  with  tlie  Roval 
Arch  degree,  receive  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Muster,  without  addi- 
tional charge. 

3.  All  present  and  past  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Council,  and  all  present  and 
Past  Thrice  Illustrious  Masters  of  subordinate  Councils  shall  be  entitled  to  partici- 
pate in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Ciiapter,  but  without  a  vote  therein,  until 
the  Constitution  can  be  so  amended  as  to  permit  them  to  vote  as  other  Paat  Grand 
Officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

4.  The  Genend  Grand  Ciiapter  of  the  United  States  is  most  earnestly,  but  respect- 
fully, petitioned  to  permit  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  to  be  con- 
ferred as  a  part  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  the  former  before  the  lioyal  Arch,  and  the 
latter  after. 
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6.  The  OflBoera  of  the  Grand  CoancU  shall  be  elected,  in  order  to  presenre  the 
organization,  pending  the  approval  of  the  action  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

J.  M.  HowBT,  Fbedebio  Spekd, 

H.  W,  Walter,  R.  P.  Bowkn, 

E.  Geo.  DbLap.  Jno.  A.  Diokb, 

For  the  Grand  Council,      For  Vie  Grand  Chapter. 
By  this  action— 

1.  All  Conncils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  ceased  to  exist. 

2.  The  degrees  of  "Boyal  Master" and  <' Select  Master"  will  hereafter  be  con- 
ferred, or  communicated,  in  the  several  Royal  Arch  Chapters  and  upon  Jioyal  Arch 
Masonit  onlv,  and  as  follows :  The  Chapter  being  opened  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree, 
a  Council  of  Ro3ral  and  Select  Masters  will  then  be  opened  in  these  degrees,  respec- 
tively. After  completing  its  work  the  Council  will  be  closed,  with  all  due  forms 
and  ceremonies,  and  the  ousiness  of  the  Chapter  resumed,  or  closed,  as  occasion  may 
require,  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

3.  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  not  received  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master  may  have  them  conferred,  or  communicated,  without  fee,  in  open  Council. 
But  in  aU  cases  the  Chapter  must  be  regularly  convened  and  a  Council  lormidly 
opened. 

4.  Companions  hereafter  receiving  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  degree  will  be  ad- 
vanced to  we  Royid  Master's,  and  afterwards  to  the  Select  Master's  degree— the 
Chapter  being  first  opened,  and  then  the  Council,  as  before  directed. 

5.  In  Chapters  where  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  Boyal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters, and  when  a  sufficient  number  cannot  conveniently  be  assembled  from  neighbor- 
ing Chapters  to  complete  the  Council,  the  degrees  of  Boyal  Master  and  Select  Master 
may  be  communicated,  by  anv  competent  companion,  to  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
companions  of  the  Royal  Arch,  to  open  a  Council,  preferably  to  the  officers  of  the 
Chapter,  if  there  be  any  such  who  have  not  received  these  degrees.  The  intention 
being  to  communicate  the  degrees  only  in  oasea  of  abmltUe  necesisUy,  it  being 
expected  that  the  officers  of  each  Chapter  will,  at  the  earliest  practicable  date,  qualify 
themselves  to  uork  the  Council  AegrecA,  the  same  as  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter  are 
required  to  be  worked ;  and  after  they  have  so  qualified  themselves,  in  no  case  will 
the  Council  degrees  be  communicated. 

6.  It  is  recommended  that  the  T.  I.  M.  of  each  Council  cause  its  members  to 
assemble  at  the  earliest  convenient  day,  and  provide  for  the  disposition  of  its 

f property  and  effects,  by  transferring  the  same  to  the  Chapter  within  whose 
unsdiction  the  Council  nas  hitherto  been  held,  and  where  a  preponderance  of  its 
members  hold  their  membership.  In  cases  where  the  membership  is  divided  between 
two  or  more  Chapters,  it  is  suggested  that  the  property  be  divided  between  them  or 
donated  to  the  Chapter  having  the  least  ability  to  provide  itself  with  the  necessary 
paraphernalia  of  tne  Council  degrees.  In  cases  where  Councils  are  in  debt,  the 
assets  should  be  sold  to  some  Chapter,  and  proceeds  applied  to  settlement  of  out- 
standing obligations.  It  is  particularly  to  be  hoped  that  the  cause  of  Masonry  will 
not  be  disgraced  by  the  neglect  or  failure  of  any  Council  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  its  debts.  A  small  contribution  from  its  members  will  generally  suffice  to  enable 
the  x>oore8t  Coancil  to  dissolve  honorably,  and  without  leaving  a  stain  upon  the 
Masonic  name  and  character.  The  surplus  funds  of  Councils  may  be  disposed  of  at 
their  pleasure,  but  dues  to  the  '*  Grand  Council"  must  in  all  cases  be  paid,  when  the 
Councils  have  the  ability  to  do  so. 

7.  The  Charters  of  all  subordinate  Councils  will  be  returned  to  the  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  records  and  seals  of  each  Council  be  depos- 
ited with  that  officer  for  preservation. 

8.  Presiding  officers  of  Councils  will  in  all  cases  report  their  action  to  the  Grand 
Recorder. 

9.  A  copy  of  this  Edict  will  be  duly  certified  to  each  Chapter  by  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary, and  the  same  will  be  its  sufficient  warrant  as  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
U asters,  until  the  Grand  Chapter  shall  otherwise  provide. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  We  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  caused  the  Seals  of 
the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council  to  be  affixed 
this  24th  day  of  February,  1877. 

[Seaia]  H.  W.  Walteb,  W.  G.  Paxtow. 

Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  Master, 

Attest: 

J.  L.  POWBB. 

Grand  Secrelary  and  Grand  Kecordtr. 

8 
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Am  will  be  seen,  the  object  of  the  foregoing  report  is  the  union  of  the  two  Bodies, 
or  the  assumption  by  the  Boyal  Arch  Chapters  of  the  right  to  confer  the  degrees  of 
Royal  and  Select  Master,  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters. 

We  believe  the  projected  union  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  great  body  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  that  it  will  strengthen  us  by  concentrating  in  our  Chapters  all 
that  pertains  to  the  American  sjrstem,  and  at  the  same  time  promote  our  prosperity  by 
saving  the  time  and  expense  incident  to  sustaining  a  separate  organization. 

We  fraternally  urge  this  Grand  Chapter  to  join  our  companions  of  Mississippi  in 
petitioning  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  next  Convocation,  to  be  held  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  during  the  present  year,  to  so  amend  its  constitution  as  to  permit  the  degrees 
of  Royal  and  Select  Master  to  be  conferred  under  its  sanction  and  authority ;  and, 
that  the  judgment  of  this  Grand  Chapter  may  be  had  at  the  present  session,  we  sub- 
mit the  following  resolutions  for  consideration,  to  be  determined  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter before  the  installation  of  the  officers  to  be  elected  to-day : — 

Eesolvedt  That  this  Grand  Chapter  approves  the  general  plan  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  ai\d  Select 
Masters  of  Mississippi,  having  for  its  object  the  transfer  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and 
Select  Master  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  (acting  conjointly  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Most 
Puissant  Grand  Council)  to  petition  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  the  necessary 
permimon  to  accomplish  the  desired  transfer. 

liesolved.  That  said  committee  be  required  (if  the  General  Grand  Chapter  comply 

with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners),  to  present  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  next 

Annual  Convocation,  a  detailed  plan  for  the  carrying  into  effect  of  the  proposed 

transfer. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

William  A.  Davdes,  ) 

William  W.  Tbatlob,  >  CommUlee. 

Geobob  T.  GbIM£S,     ) 

Which  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  resolutions  accompanying 
it  were  adopted. 

■ 

Comp.  WiiiiiiAM  Abraham  Dayies,  from  the  special  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  presented  the 
following  report : — 

To  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  .•— 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lecturer's 
report,  have  given  their  attention  to  the  comments  of  that  officer  upon  the  work  of 
the  jurisdiction ;  and,  while  it  is  extremely  gratifying  to  know  that  our  Chapters  are 
prosperous  and  making  creditable  proficiency  in  the  attainment  of  our  system  of 
work,  we  are  pained  to  notice,  by  his  strictures  upon  a  custom  wliich  we  fear  is  much 
too  prevalent,  that  a  practice  prevails  of  indulging  in  undue  levity  during  the  cere, 
monial  observances  of  the  seventh  degree.  We  fully  indorse  the  Grand  Lecturer's 
observations  in  this  particular,  and  trust  that  every  High  Priest  in  this  jorisdiction 
will  have  enough  respect  for  bis  duty  and  dignity  to  discountenance  and  severely 
condemn  this  reprehensible  practice.  We  feel  that  we,can  not  add  to  that  officer's 
merited  condemnation  of  this  vulgar  and  pernicious  prostitution  of  our  sublime  cere- 
monies, but  we  recommend  that  every  High  Priest  be  especially  charged  to  at  once 
stop  this  evil  practice,  and,  upon  its  recurrence  in  his  Chapter,  to  seek  out  and  prefer 
charges  against  the  oflfender,  and  have  him  dealt  with  for  a  gross  violation  of  his 
duties  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 
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In  regard  to  the  matter  of  certificates  of  qualification  for  installation,  we  have  not 
had  the  time  necessary  for  a  thorough  examination  of  the  different  questions  raised 
hy  the  wording  of  the  resolution  goTeming  the  issue  of  such  certificates.  While  we 
desire  to  favor  a  liheral  construction  of  said  resolution  for  the  conyenienoe  of  some 
Chapters,  we  are  constrained  to  declare  that  the  constraction  given  hy  the  Grsfid 
Lecturer  is  the  correct  one  ;  and,  until  amended,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  High  Priests  to 
observe  its  requirements,  as  interpreted  by  the  Grand  Lecturer. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

William J^.  Davibs,  ) 


Geobob  T.  Grimes,   V  Committee, 
Jacob  H.  Neff,        ) 


Which  report  was  oononrred  in. 


Oomp.  William  Monroe  Petbie,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Finances, 
presented  the  following  report : — 

To  (he  M.\  R\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  ;— 

Tour  Committee  on  Finances  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
accounts,  books,  and  voucher^  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary,  and 
find  them  to  be  correct. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  ending  January  31st,  1877,  were  as  follows  :— 

Balance  in  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  at  date  of  last  report, $4,120  12 

Dues  received  from  subordinate  Chapters 4,038  00 

Dispensation  to  form  a  new  Chapter,. 60  00 

Diplomas  issued  during  the  year 12  00 

Total  amount  of  balance  and  receipts $8,230  12 

The  disbursements  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows :  for 

Expenses  of  delegates  to  the  Annual  Convocation  of  1876 ,  $1,047  25 

Expenses  of  Grand  Officers  at  that  Convocation, 110  00 

Salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 1,200  00 

Salary  of  the  Grand  Lecturer, 1,000  00 

Salary  of  the  Grand  Guard, 26  00 

Salary  of  the  Grand  Organist 25  00 

Rent  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office, 300  00 

Printing  the  Grand  Chapter  proceedings 696  50 

Expenses  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office, 116  80 

Portrait  and  frame  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  William  T.  Reynolds,.  . .  105  00 

Dues  to  General  Grand  Chapter  for  1875  and  1876, 52  56 

Balance  in  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer, 3,651  01 

Total  of  disbursements  and  balance  in  treasury, $8,230  12 

Tour  committee  would  recommend  the  following  appropriations  :— 

For  printing  proosedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter, I   750  00 

For  expenses  of  delegates  and  Grand  Officers, 1,2Q0  00 

For  salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 1,200  00 

For  salary  of  the  Grand  Lecturer 1,000  00 

For  expenses  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office 100  00 

For  the  Grand  Guard, 25  00 

For  the  Grand  Organist, 25  00 

Total  amount  of  appropriations $4,300  00 
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In  addition  to  the  cash  on  hand,  the  Grand  Treaanrer  still  holds  certificates  for 
four  handred  and  fifty  shares  of  stock  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Association  of  the  Citj 
of  San  Francisco,  the  par  value  of  which  is  four  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars 
($4500) ,  but  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  present  time,  is  probably  double  that 
amount;  and  the  association  being  now  free  from  debt  and  in  the  receipt  of  a  large 
income,  the  stock,  before  the  present  year  expires,  will,  no  doubt,  pay  dividends. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 


WlLUAX  M.  PXTBIX, 

Theodobx  £.  Smith, 
Samukl  0.  FoT, 

RiCHABD  MUNT, 

Daniel  P.  Btbtlb, 


Cbmmittee. 


Which  report  was  ooncnrred  in. 


OommiUee, 


Gomp.  WniiiiAM  Thompsoit  Lxttheb,  from  the  Committee  on  New 
Chapters,  preseiited  the  following  report : — 

To  the  M.\  E.'.  Grand  Chapter  of  California  .*— 

Tour  Committee  on  New  Chapters,  to  whom  were  referred  the  books,  papers,  etc., 
relative  to  Humboldt  Chapter,  under  dispensation,  at  Eureka,  Humboldt  County,  have 
carefully  examined  the  same,  and  respectfully  report  that  we  find  them  kept  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution.  The  record  book  is  ne^tiy 
written  and  is  very  creditable  to  the  officers  of  that  Chapter.  It,  however,  is  wanting  in 
proper  marginal  references,  which  we  suggest  they  should  supply  and  carefully  keep 
in  future.    We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  :— 

JZesoZced,  That  a  charter  be  granted  to  Humboldt  Chapter,  and  that  it  be  num* 
bered  in  accordance  with  the  date  of  its  dispensation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

William  T.  Luthsb, 
Jonathan  D.  Hines, 
John  M.  Walbridob, 
Tbatchbb  p.  Wales, 
Ellison  L.  CBA¥rFOBD, 

Which  report  was  ooncnrred  in  and  the  accompanying  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Gomp.  Oeoboe  Heirn  Gilbebt,  from  the  Committee  on  By-Laws, 
presented  the  following  report : — 

7b  the  M,\  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  Caitfomia  :— 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  amendments  to  the  by-laws  of 
Bovoard  Chapter,  No.  14,  SUoam  Chapter,  No.  37,  Donner  Chapter,  No.  89,  and 
Humboldt  Chapter,  under  dispensation,  approved  by  the  M,\  E,\  Grand  High  Priest, 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the  same  and  find  that  they  relate 
principally  to  the  regulation  of  fees  and  dues  and  to  changes  in  the  time  of  holding 
meetings ;  and  that,  as  they  all  conform  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
it  is  recommended  that  they  be  approved. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 


Geobob  H.  Gilbbbt, 
Thoills  Callow, 
Bbnjamin  W.  Babnbb, 
James  Boss. 
John  £.  Pubot, 


>  CommiSiee, 


Which  report  was  concurred  in. 
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Gomp.  Chabi^  Louis  Wiooin,  from  the  Committee  on  KeturnB, 
presented  the  following  report : — 

To  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  CaMfomia:-^ 

TbQ  undersigned  respectfully  report  that  retorns  ft'om  all  the  Chapters,  except 

Merced^  No.  12,  have  been  received,  and  that,  althongh  in  many  of  them,  as  is  nsnal, 

some  few  errors  have  occurred,  those  errors  have  been  promptly  corrected  when 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretaries. 

The  amounts  of  dues  for  which  the  several  Chapters  are  indebted,  are  as  follows  :— 

Oen.  Bep. 

Fund.  Fnnd.  TotaL 

8an  Francisco,  No.  1, $325  00  $104  00  $429  00 

aonora,            .    "     2. 59  00  27  60  86  60 

Sacramento,         **     3, 245  00  89  60  334  60 

California,           "     6 .'....290  00  125  60  416  60 

Nevada,               "     6, 72  00  30  00  102  00 

Benicia,               "     7, 26  00  1160  37  50 

ShaMa,                 "     9, 47  00  23  60  70  60 

SuUer,                  "11, 63  00  33  00  10100 

Jferced,*  '*  12 

Washington,        "13, 124  00  64  00  178  00 

Howard,               "14 123  00  60  60  173  60 

Cyrus,                  "15 43  00  2160  64  60 

SainlJames,       "16 40  00  20  00  60  00 

Libanus,               "17, 39  00  15  60  64  60 

GrassVaJley,      "18,..! 96  00  4150  136  50 

TrinUy,                 "19 46  00  16  60  6160 

Frarifdin,             "20, 57  00  24  00  8100 

Sierra,                  *•  21 48  00  2100  69  00 

PeUOuma,            "22 43  00  19  50  62  60 

Oliver,                   "23, 60  00  16  60  65  60 

LaFayette,          "24, 36  00  1100  47  00 

Oeorgetoum,         "25, 33  00  16  60  49  60 

OaJdand,              "26 64  00  3160  96  60 

DfUa,                   "27 7100  19  60  90  60 

Stockton,               "is, 93  00  40  00  133  00 

Manzanita,          "29, 67  00  26  60  93  60 

Napa,                   "30, 63  00  20  60  73  60 

Martinez,              "31 89  00  18  00  67  00 

Los  Angeles,       "33 83  00  29  00  112  00 

AUuras,                "34 64  00  18  00  72  00 

Naval,                  "36, 145  00  49  00  194  00 

Alameda,             "36 130  00  63  00  183  00 

SHoam,                 "37 56  00  2160  77  60 

Sania  Crux,         "38 34  00  15  00  49  00 

Bonner,                "  39, 78  00  66  00  144  00 

Red  BlVfff,             "40 78  00  28  00  106  00 

Temple,                 "  41, 80  00  24  00  104  00 

Chioo,                   "42, 78  00  32  50  110  60 

Solano,                 "43 47  00  19  50  66  50 

Visalia,                "44, 6100  23  00  84  00 

SaafdaRosa,         "45, 67  00  33  60  100  50 


*  No  retams. 
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Woodland,        No.  46, $66  00 

Lassen,                "47. 77  00 

IHxon,                  "48, 70  00 

Modesto,               •*  49 84  00 

Ventura,               "60, 47  00 

Corinthian,          *•  61 6100 

Sumboldt,           U.  D., 26  00 


$29  60 

$95  60 

20  00 

97  00 

19  60 

89  50 

12  00 

46  00 

14  60 

61  50 

16  50 

67  50 

9  00 

35  00 

Committee, 


Making  a  total  of $3108  00      11270  00      $4378  00 

All  which  is  respectfoUy  submitted  by 

Chablrs  L.  Wiooin, 
John  W.  Sitkpack, 
Jeremiah  E.  WHircnsR, 
Septimus  A.  Cleveland, 
Jakes  Bell, 

Whioh  report  was  ooncnrred  in. 

Oomp.  WiLiiiAM  Abraham  Dayies,  from  the  Committee  on  Jnris- 
prudence,  presented  the  following  report : — 

To  (ike  M,'.  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  ;— 

Your  Committee  on  JnrispnideDce  respectfully  report,  in  relation  to  the  several 
references  made  to  them  by  the  special  committee  on  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  that  they  find  his  action  to  have  been  in  accordance  with  our  law,  and  that,  in 
determining  the  questions  presented  to  him  during  the  year,  his  decisions  meet  their 
cordial  approbation. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  so  much  as  relates  to  the  aifairs  of  iSu^^er  Ch&i>> 
ter,  No.  11 ;  to  the  authorization  to  Petaluma  Chapter,  No.  22  ;  to  the  issue  of  so- 
called  diplomas  by  subordinate  Chapters ;  to  the  amount  necessary  to  accompany  the 
petition  of  an  applicant  for  the  degrees ;  to  the  authorization  to  Comp.  Ralph  Elub 
to  teach  the  work  and  lectures  in  Los  Angeles  County;  to  certificates  of  qualifications 
of  High  Priests;  and  to  the  correspondence  with  Santa  Rosa  Chapter,  No.  45,  relative 
to  the  necessity  of  a  ballot  in  certain  cases ;  be  and  is  hereby  approved  by  this  Orand 
Chapter. 

In  the  appointment  of  a  representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia, 
the  Grand  High  Priest  has  but  exercised  his  proper  prerogative,  and,  as  the  cultiva- 
tion of  friendly  intercourse  between  the  sovereign  bodies  of  the  fraternity  is  to  be 
always  commended,  his  action  in  that  respect  meets  the  cordial  concurrence  of  your 
committee. 

As  tu  his  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  special  diplomas  to  Past  High 
Priests,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  elect,  with  power  to  issue  such  diplomas,  if,  in  their 
Judgment,  it  shall  be  deemed  desirable. 

In  regard  to  the  necessity  for  the  exhibition  of  the  proficiency  of  candidates  in  the 
preceding  degrees,  before  advancement,  your  committee  fully  concur  in  all  that  the 
Grand  High  Priest  submits  upon  that  question;  yet,  as  the  saggestion  is  a  new  one, 
and  somewhat  radical  in  its  proposed  requirements,  they  think,  (with  the  greatest 
respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  all  matters  concerning  the  work 
of  the  Boyal  Craft.)  that  it  will  be  well  that  the  Chapters  have  an  opportunity  to  con- 
sider the  proposition,  and  they  therefore  recommend  that  no  action  be  had  thereon 
until  our  next  Annual  Convocation. 


Your  committee,  to  whom  was  also  referred  a  communication  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec,  requesting  recognition,  respectfully  submit  the  following  resoln- 
tion  and  recommend  its  adoption :— 
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Beaolved^  That  this  Grand  Chapter  hereby  reoognizee  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Qae- 
bec,  and  extends  a  fraternal  welcome  to  that  body  into  the  family  of  Grand  Chapters. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  report  of  the  special  committee 
on  the  reyision  of  the  Constitntion,  re^pectfally  report  the  same  back  and  recom- 
mend its  adoption  as  presented. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 


WiLIilAH  A.  Datibs, 
Jacob  H.  Neff, 
Geobge  T.  Gbimes, 
Isaac  S.  Trrus, 
Lkonidas  E.  Pbatt. 


Committee. 


Which  report  was  ooncnrred  in  and  the  resolntion  accompanying  it 
waa  adopted. 

The  proposed  amendments  to  the  Oonstitntion  were  then  read,  sec- 
tion by  section,  and  adopted  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Bevis- 
ion,  by  a  constitutional  vote ;  and,  from  and  after  the  close  of  this 
Convocation,  will  go  into  effect. 

Comp.  James  Bell  proposed  the  following  amendment  to  the 
Constitution : — 

Amend  the  second  paragraph  of  Sectioo  2,  Article  YIII,  by  striking  out,  in  its 
second  line,  the  words  "  one  dollar,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "sey- 
enty-five  cents ; "  so  that  that  paragraph  shall  read  ss  follows : —  • 

2d.  For  each  Boyal  Arch  Mason  borne  upoa  its  roll  at  the  date  of  its  annual 
return,  the  sum  of  seTenty-fiye  oeuts :  and  the  Grand  Chapter  may  levy,  in  addition 
to  the  above,  such  other  contributions  as  in  its  judgment  may  be  required. 

Which  proposed  amendment  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence. 

Comp.  William  Buoklby  Dayib  presented  the  following  question 
for  consideration : — 

Comp.  Jacob  Babkzs,  a  member  of  Saoramenio  Chapter,  No.  3,  was  exalted  in 
that  Chapter  some  fifteen  years  ago.  He  was  a  contributor  to  a  Lodge  in  this  Juris- 
diction while  able  so  to  be,  but  for  some  time  past  he  has  been  unable  to  conUibute 
anything  to  the  Lodge  funds.  He  is  now  in  need  of  assistance.  Is  he  in  good 
standing  in  the  Chapter  and  a  proper  subject  for  its  charity  ? 

Which  question  was  also  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  two  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 


|n  (&xmi  (Hiltapter. 


Aftbbkook  Session,  ) 

Wednesday,  AprU  lUh,  A,  L  2407.  J 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  two  o'clock,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding. 
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The  special  order,  being  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  was  post- 
poned until  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Comp.  John  Thompson  Kineadb,  High  Priest  of  Delta  Chapter, 
No.  27,  was  excused  for  non-attendance  on  the  first  day  of  the  Convo- 
cation. 

Comp.  WiiiiiiAM  Thomas  Bbynolds,  from  the  Committee  on  Pay. 
ment  of  Delegates,  presented  the  following  report : — 

To  the  M,\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

Tour  committee » to  whom  wan  referred  the  apportionment  of  the  Repre8entati?e 
Fund,  have  performed  the  daty  assigned  them  and  recommend  that  the  following 
amonnts  be  allowed  the  delegates  of  the  Chapters  represented  :— 


<i 


tt 


n 


c< 


<l 


<< 


San  Francisco,  No.  1 1  6  00 

Sonora, 

Sacramento, 

California, 

Nevada, 

Benicia, 

Shasta, 

Sutler, 

Washington, 

Howard, 

Cyrus, 

Saint  James, 

LiJbanus, 

Grass  VaUey, 

TrinUy, 

I^'anklin, 

Sierra, 

Fetaiuma, 

Oliver, 

La  Fayette, 

Georgetoum, 

Oaldand, 


2 27  00 

3 U  00 

6, 6  00 

6, 28  00 

7, 8  00 

9, 34  60 

11 24  00 

*'  18, 21  00 

"  14, 10  00 

"15, 68  00 

"  16,. 25  00 

••  17 26  00 

"18, 27  60 

"  19, 46  00 

"20 21  00 

"21, 66  00 

"22, 9  GO 

••23, 27  00 

•*24 36  00 

••25, 25  00 

••26, 6  80 


DeUa, 

Stockton, 

Mamanita, 

Napa, 

Los  Angeles, 

Aliuras, 

Naval) 

AU^meda, 

SUoam, 

Santa  Cruz, 

Donner, 

Bed  Blv^, 

Temple, 

Chico, 

Solano, 

Santa  Bosa, 

Woodland, 

Lassen, 

Modesto, 

Ventura, 

Corinthian, 


No.  27 20  00 

••28 13  00 

••29 35  00 

••  30 10  00 

•'33, 51  00 

'•34. 60  00 

"35 8  00 

••36 6  30 

••37, 21  50 

"  38. 18  00 

•'39 34  00 

"40, 27  00 

"41 16  00 

••42 23  00 

"43, 10  50 

"45 10  00 

"46 14  60 

"47, 67  00 

"49, 16  00 

•*50 42  00 

"61 42  00 


11096  10 

And  they  also  recommend  that  the  following  amonnts  be  allowed  to  the  Grand 
Officers  in  attendance,  tIz  :  to  the 


Orand  High  Priest I  6  00 

Depaty  Grand  High  Priest, 10  00 

Grand  King 8  00 

Grand  Scribe, 6  30 


Grand  Treasurer, 6  00 

Grand  Chaplain 6  00 

Grand  Lecturer, 28  00 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,  51  00 


Amount  allowed  to  Grand  Officers, $121  30 

Amount  allowed  to  delegates, 1096  10 


Total  amount  of  allowances, , 11217  40 

All  which  isi  respectfully  submitted  by 

William  T.  Rbynolds, 
•    Edward  Coleman, 
John  Swbany, 
Frank  D.  Mbad, 
Fbederick  Buttklman,  . 


Committee. 


Which  report  was  concurred  in. 
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Gomp.  WniiiiAM  Abraham  Dayies,  from  the  Committee  on  Jnris- 
prndence,  presented  the  following  report : — 

2b  t?ie  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  Calif omia  ;— 

Tonr  Committee  on  Jorispradence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  to  the 
Conatitation  proposed  by  Comp.  Jaicbs  Bell,  have  carefully  considered  the  same 
and  recommend  that  it  be  not  adopted,  for  the  reasons  that  the  appropriations  for  the 
ensuing  year  have  already  been  made,  and  that  the  estimates  indade  an  amount  of 
expenditure  which  will  exhaust  the  receipts  for  the  same  period ;  and  your  committee 
respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  always  be  better  to  present  a  proposition  involving 
a  reduction  of  the  revenue  of  the  Grand  Chapter  earlier  in  the  session,  or  at  least 
before  the  estimates  and  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  have  been  made. 


Your  committee,  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  question  of  Comp.  Willuh  B. 
Davis,  of  Sacramento  Chapter,  No.  3,  relative  to  the  standing  of  Comp.  Jacob 
Babnes,  respectfully  report  that  Comp.  Babioes  was  exalted  in  Sacramenlo  Chapter 
some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  contributed  to  a  Lodge  in  that  jurisdiction  wliile  able  so 
to  do ;  that  the  question  is  fully  answered  and  determined  by  the  law ;  and  that 
Companion  Jacob  Babnes  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of  Sacramiento 
Chapter,  No.  3.  as  appears  by  the  latest  returns  of  that  Chapter.  He  requires  the 
assistance  of  his  companions,  and  the  question  is  raised  as  to  his  standing  as  a  Master 
Mason.  The  admission  made  in  the  question  furnishes  the  answer.  In  the  language 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Comp.  Babhes  contributed  as  a  Master 
Mason  *'  while  able  so  to  do,"  and  for  that  excellent  reason  is  not  debarred  the  priv- 
ilege of  receiving  the  assistance  of  his  companions  of  Sacramento  Chapter. 


Tour  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  complaint  of  Woodland 
Chapter,  No.  46,  against  Dixon  Chapter,  No.  48,  in  regard  to  an  alleged  violation  of  its 
jurisdictional  rights,  as  determined  by  an  agreement  made  with  the  representatives 
of  the  then  proposed  Dixon  Chapter,  prior  to  the  grant  of  its  dispensation,  and  report 
as  follows  :— 

The  companions  located  at  or  near  Dixon  desired  to  organize  a  Chapter  in  1874. 
They  were  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  Woodland  Chapter,  No.  46,  and 
requested  the  recommendation  of  that  body,  which  was  refused,  for  the  alleged 
reason  that  the  establishment  of  the  new  Chapter,  with  the  usual  jurisdictional 
boundaries,  would  injuriously  limit  the  jurisdiction  of  Woodland  Chapter.  After 
some  negotiation,  it  was  agreed  finally  between  the  parties  that  Putah  Creek  should 
be  the  dividing  line  or  jurisdictional  boundary  between  the  Chapters,  and  upon  this 
condition  the  solicited  recommendation  was  granted.  The  case  seems  to  turn  entirely 
upon  the  validity  and  binding  force  of  the  agreement  thus  entered  into,  which  agree- 
ment appears  to  be  admitted  by  Dixon  Chapter. 

Your  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  in  the  language  of  another  commit- 
tee in  a  similar  case,  that  ''moral  obligations  are  sometimes  above  even  written 
agreements,  in  binding  force,"  and  this  case  seems  to  be  one  where  that  proposition 
may  well  be  invoked.  The  companions  of  Dixon  Chapter  having  covenanted  with 
Woodland  Chapter  to  recognize  and  accept  Putah  Creek  to  be  the  extent  of  their  bound- 
ary, as  a  condition  upon  which  their  petition  for  a  dispensation  should  be  recom- 
mended by  the  latter,  they  should  be  held  to  its  observance  in  all  good  faith ;  and 
your  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption :— 
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Beaolved,  Thai  Patah  Creek  be  and  hereby  is  recognized  by  this  Grand  Chapter 
as  the  boundary  line  governing  the  jurisdictions,  respectiTely ,  of  Woodland  and  Vixon 
Chapters. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 


WiLLiiLH  A.  Dayies, 
Oeobob  T.  Gbixes, 
Jacob  H.  Neff, 
Isaac  8.  Trrus, 
Leonidas  £.  Pbatt»  . 


CommiUee. 


Which  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  resolntion  accompanying 
it  was  adopted. 

Comp.  WniiiiAM  Abraham  •  Dayies  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution : — 

ReMlvedf  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  have  one  thousand  copies  of 
the  amended  Constitution  printed  for  the  use  of  the  subordinate  Chapters ;  and  that 
said  amended  Constitution  be  also  printed  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Convocation. 

Which  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  hour  for  the  special  order — being  the  election  of  Grand  Offi- 
cers— having  arrived,  the  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Comps.  LomB 
GoHN  and  John  Fbancis  Smow  to  act  as  tellers  ;  and  the  election  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  following  result : — 

The  M.',  E,\  Hemby  Hat  Enapp  was  elected  Grand[High  Priest ; 
"  R,'.  E.*.  JoHK  Mills  Bbowne  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest; 
"  R,\  E.\  Nathan  Weston  Hpauldino  was  elected  Grand  King; 
"  R.\  E,\  Wilet  James  Tinnin  was  elected  Grand  Scribe ; 

R,'.  E,\  HiBAM  Thboop  Gbaves  was  re-elected  Grand  Treasurer ; 

R.\  E,\  Chablbs  Louis  Wiooin  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 


(I 


The  Grand  High  Priest  elect  announced  the  following  appoint- 
ments for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.:  as 

Grand  Chaplain, Comp.  Samuel  Gbaves, of  California,     Ko.   6 ; 

'     6; 

•  33; 

*  6; 
6. 


Grand  Lecturer '*  Thomas  H.  Caswell,. .  .of  Nevada, 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host*.  "  Henbt  Saybb  Obme of  Los  Angeles, 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,.  "  Leonidas  E.  Pbatt of  California, 

Grand  Organist, '*  Samuel  David  Mateb,  .  of  California, 

Grand  Guard, "  Iba  Colbubn  Boot of  California, 


The  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers,  with  the  excep- 
tions below  named,  were  then  duly  installed  in  their  respective  stations 
and  places  by  the  If,*.  Er.  AijExandeb  Gubdon  Abkll,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  assisted  by  the  M,\  E.\  William  Abraham  Dayibs, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  as  Master  of  the  Ceremonies. 

The  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  and  Grand 
Chaplain  being  unavoidably  absent,  it  was  ordered  that  they  be 
hereafter  installed  in  their  respective  Chapters. 
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The  M,\  E,\  AiiEXAKDSB  Oubdon  AbeijIi,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
was  requested  to  sit  for  his  portrait,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  was 
instnicted  to  have  it  placed  in  the  portrait  gallery  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  appointment  of  the  follow- 
ing standing  committees  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 


On  Jurisprudence: 

Comp.  William  Abraham  DaTies, 
George  Tattle  Grimes, 
Jacob  Hart  Neff. 
William  Thomas  Reynolds, 
John  Kirkpatrick. 


<< 


«« 


(I 


On  Correspondence: 

Comp.  Charles  Lonis  Wiggin, 
"      William  Thompson  Lather, 
*'      James  Martin  Rogers, 
Samuel  Calvert  Foy, 
William  Joab  Shinn. 


(< 


(( 


The  business  of  the  Grand  Chapter  being  all  completed,  the  min- 
utes of  this  day  were  read  and  approved,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
California  was  closed  in  ^myU  4f onn« 

HENRY  HAT  KNAPP, 

Grand  High  Priest. 
Attesft: 

Charles  Louis  Wiooin, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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^b   »0tmihi0   §»0ei 


BT  ORDEB  OF  THE 

MOST  MJrCM£,£,BJm'  CTAaf  .¥0  CMi§9TEm 

OF  THJB  STjLTJB  OP  CAZXFOBNIA, 

IB  OIYEN  TO  THE 

Memory  of  our  lamented  Companion, 

€l)arle0  illarat); 

Who  was  bom  in  the  Town  of  HaUey,  State  of  Vermont, 

On  the  sixth  day  of  December,  1825, 

And  who  died  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California, 

On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  1876. 

HB  HAD  BERN 

Master  of  E.  K.  Kane  Lodge,  No.  72,  and  of  Nevada  Lodge,  No.  13, 
HIGH  PRIEST  OF  NEVADA  CHAPTER,  No.  6, 

AXn>,  DUBINO  TEN  TEAB8, 

COMMANDER  OF  NBVADA  GOMMANDBBY,  No.  6. 

HE  HAD  AI40  BEEN 

OBAND  MASTEB  OF  MASONS, 

GRAND  COMMANDER  OF  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 

GENERAL   GRAND    SCRIBE, 

AND 

GRAND   HIGH  PRIEST 

OF  THIS  QBAND  OHAFTBR. 


Faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  daty, 
He  died  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 


▼ 


1877.] 
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JL 


A, 


Si^b  M0ti]min0  V^j^t, 


BT  OBDEB  OF  THE 


MOST  MXCMZZMJfT  ettMJfO  CMittPTEm 

OF  THE  STATE  OJF  CAZirOMKIA, 

IB  GIYEN  TO  THE 

Memory  of  our  lamented  Companion, 

James  Caidleg; 


Who  was  bom  in  the  Town  of  A  jr,  Scotland, 

On  the  third  day  of  March,  1821, 

And  who  died  in  the  City  of  San  FranciBCO,  State  of  California, 

On  the  tenth  day  of  Deoember,  1876. 

HB  HAD  BERN 

MASTER  OF  OCCIDENTAL  LODGE,  No.  22, 

HIGH  PRIEST  OF  CALIFORNIA  CHAPTER,  No.  5, 

THRICE  ILLUSTRIOUS  MASTER  OF  CALIFORNIA  COUNCIL,  No.  2, 

Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Mastere, 

And,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  waa 

BBASII  TBSASVBin 

OF  THE  GRAND   LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA, 

Which  last  position  he  had  filled  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 


A  true  and  deyoted  friend— an  upright  and  zealous  Mason, 
His  loss  is  most  deeply  deplored. 


▼ 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF    THE 


J|.'.  J.-,  drill  gMpter  .0!  Joyil  jh^  Jf*^*"^ 


OF    THE 


STATE   OF  CALIFORNIA, 

As  Amended  April,  A.  L  2407. 


Of  the  Organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

ARTICLE  I. 

OF  ITS  TITLE  AND  SEAL. 

Section  1.  Thh  Grand  Chapter  shall  be  entitled  "  The  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Chapter  of  Rotal  Aboh  Masons  of  the  State  of  Califoknia,*'  and  shall  have  a 
Seal,  bearing  saitable  devices  and  inscriptions,  which  shall  be  affixed  to  all  instm- 
ments  issued  by  or  under  its  aathority. 

ARTICLE  n. 
of  its  mesibers  and  their  qualifications. 

Section  1.  This  (srand  Chapter  shall  be  composed  of  a  Grand  High  Priest,  a 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  a  Grand  King,  a  Grand  Scribe,  a  Grand  Treasurer,  a 
Grand  Secretary,  a  Grand  Chaplain,  a  Grand  Lecturer,  a  Grand  Captsin  of  the 
Host,  a  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,  a  Grand  Organist,  a  Grand  Guard,  and  such 
other  officers  as  it  may  hereafter  designate ;  together  with  all  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  Past  Grand  Kings,  Past  Grand  Scribes, 
and  Past  High  Priests,  by  service  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  High  Priests,  Kings, 
and  Scribes  of  the  several  chartered  and  duly  constituted  Chapters,  or  their  regularly 
appointed  proxies. 

Sec.  2.  Each  officer  and  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  must  be  a  member  of 
some  Chapter  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  with  the  cessation  of  suoh  membership 
8hall  cease  his  office  and  membership  in  the  Grand  Chapter. 

ARTICLE  III. 

OF  ITS  POWERS  AND  AUTHORITY. 

Section  1.  This  Grand  Chapter  has  the  sole  government  and  superintendence  of 
all  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  Lodges  of  the  intermediate  degrees,  in  the 
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State  of  California ;  with  aathority  to  settle  controyeraies  that  may  arise  between 
them  ;  to  assign  their  limits ;  to  prescribe  laws  and  regulations  for  their  government ; 
and  to  review,  confirm,  or  annnl  their  decisions. 

Sec.  2.  It  may  grant  dispensations  and  charters  for  holding  regnlar  Chapters  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  may  revoke,  suspend,  or  annnl  the  same  for  good  cause. 

Sec.  3.  It  may  assess  and  coilect,  from  the  several  Chapters  under  its  jurisdic* 
tion,  such  sums  of  money,  annually,  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  its  maintenance 
and  support. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

OP  ITS  CONVOCATIOIfS. 

Section  I.  The  Grand  Chapter  shall  holi  its  Annual  Convocations  for  the  tran* 
saction  of  its  regular  business,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
April  in  each  year,  commencing  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Sec.  2.  The  Grand  Bigli  Priest  may  call  special  Convocations  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter whenever  in  his  opinion  the  welfare  of  the  Order  shall  require  it. 

Sec.  8.  Special  Convocations  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  upon  an 
application  therefor  in  writing,  setting  forth  the  causes  which  demand  it,  and  signed 
by  the  High  Priests  of  at  least  five  chartered  Chapters. 

Sec.  4.  Every  order  for  a  special  Convocation  shall  designate  the  object  thereof, 
so  far  as  is  proper  to  be  written,  and  shall  be  issued  to  each  Chapter  and  Grand 
Officer  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  day  named  for  meeting ;  and  no  business  shall 
be  transacted  thereat  other  than  that  for  which  the  Grand  Chapter  was  convened. 

Sec.  5.  There  must  be  at  least  nine  chartered  Chapters  represented  in  order  to 
transact  any  business  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  either  at  an  annual  or  a  special  Convo- 
cation. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OF  ITS  ELECTIONS. 

Section  I.  The  elective  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  shall  consist  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe,  Grand  Treasurer, 
and  Grand  Secretary,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  each  Annual  Convocation, 
and,  if  in  attendance,  shall  be  installed  before  the  close  thereof;  if  not  present,  he  or 
they  may  be  installed  in  the  respective  Chapters  of  which  they  are  members.  They 
shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  installed.  A 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  for  a  choice,  and  blanks  shall  not  be 
counted  as  votes.  All  other  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest^ 
with  the  corisent  of  the  Grand  Council,  shall  be  installed  as  soon  as  practicable 
thereafter,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and 
installed. 

Sec.  2.  Any  vacancy  in  office  occurring  when  the  Grand  Chapter  is  not  in  session 
may  be  filled  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  officer  so  appointed  shall  possess  all 
the  powers  and  be  charged  with  all  the  duties  of  one  regularly  elected. 

ARTICr.B  VI. 

OP  ITS  TOTINO  AND  REPRESENTATION. 

Section  1.  All  questions  in  the  Grand  Chapter  (except  elections  of  officers)  shall 
be  decided  viva  voce,  or  by  a  show  of  hands,  unless,  before  the  announcement  of  the 
result  thereof,  three  members  demand  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  yeaa  and  nays,  in 
which  case  it  shall  thus  be  taken.  In  all  cases  of  a  tie  vote,  except  votes  by  ballot, 
the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  addition  to  his  proper  vote,  may  have  the  casting  vote. 

Sec.  2.  Each  Grand  Officer  present,  (except  the  Grand  Guard),  and  each  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Past  Grand  King,  and  Past 
Ghrand  Scribe  present  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote. 
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Sec.  3.  Each  Chapter  represented  shall  be  entitled  to  three  votes;  and  the  Past 
High  Priests  of  each  Chapter  shall,  collectively,  be  entitled  to  one  vote. 

Sec.  4.  No  Grand  Officer,  Past  Grand  Officer,  or  Past  High  Priest,  voting,  or 
participating  in  a  vote,  In  either  of  those  capacities,  shall  vote  or  participate  in  a 
vote  in  any  other  of  them ;  bnt  either  of  soch  members  may,  as  High  Priest,  King, 
Scribe,  or  as  the  proxy  of  either  or  all  of  them,  cast  also  the  vote  or  votes  to  which 
such  position  shall  entitle  him. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

OF  ITS  COMMITTEES. 

Section  1.  The  following  regular  committees,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  members  each,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  at 
each  Annual  Convocation,  viz.:  On  Credentials,  on  Grievances,  on  Finances,  on  New 
Chapters,  on  Returns,  on  By-Laws,  on  Jurisprudence,  and  on  Corrcspondehce.  The 
two  last  named  shall  be  standing  committees,  and  shall  serve  during  the  year. 

Sec.  2.  Special  committees  may  also  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
whenever  deemed  necessary  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

OF    ITS    BE  VENUES. 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  the  Grand  Chapter  shall  be  derived  from  fees  charged 
for  dispensations,  charters,  diplomas,  and  other  instruments  issued  under  its  author- 
ity, and  from  contributions  levied  upon  the  Chapters,  which  shall  always  be  equal 
and  uniform,  in  proportion  to  their  member8hip>nd  degrees  conferred,  as  follows : 

1st.  For  a  dispensation  to  open  a  new  Chapter,  ninety  dollars,  of  which  fifteen 
dollars  shall  be  the  fee  of  tlie  Grand  Secretary ; 

2d.  For  a  charter  to  perpetuate  a  Ohapter,  sixty  dollars,  of  which  ten  dollars 
shall  be  the  fee  of  the  Grand  Secretary ; 

3d.  For  a  dispensation  to  hold  an  election  for  an  officer  or  officers  at  a  time  other 
than  that  named  in  this  Constitution,  five  dollars ; 

4th.  For  a  dispensation  to  ballot  for  a  candidate  for  the  degrees,  without  refer- 
ence to  a  committee,  five  dollars ; 

5th.  For  a  diploma,  five  dollars,  of  which  three  dollars  shall  be  the  fee  of  the 
Grand  Secretary : 

And  m  no  case  shall  any  of  the  foregoing  documents  be  issued  until  the  fees  there- 
for shall  have  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Sec.  2.  The  following  contributions  shall  be  paid,  as  annual  dues,  by  each  of  the 
Chapters,  whether  chartered  or  under  dispensation : 

1st  For  each  Mark  Mai^ter's,  Past  Master's,  Most  Excellent  Master's,  and  Royal 
Arch  degree,  conferred  during  the  year,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

2d.  For  each  Royal  Arch  Mason  borne  upon  its  roll,  at  the  date  of  its  annual 
return,  the  sum  of  one  dollar ;  and  the  Grand  Chapter  may  levy,  in  addition  to  the 
above,  such  other  contributions  as,  in  its  judgment,  may  be  required. 

Of  the  Grand  Officers. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

OF  THE  GRAND  HIGH  PRIEST. 

Section  1.  The  Grand  High  Priest  shall,  at  each  Annual  Convocation,  present  a 
written  report  of  all  his  official  acts  during  the  year,  and  of  the  condition  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  within  his  Jurisdiction,  together  with  snch  recommendations  as  he 
shall  deem  conducive  ti  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  the  Order.  From  his 
decisions  there  shall  be  no  appeal. 
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Sec.  2.  He -shall  oarefally  Bnperyise  the  subordinate  Chapters  and  see  that  the 
Oonatitation  and  Regalations  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  as  well  as  those  of  thia 
Grand  Chapter,  are  faithfnllj  observed. 

Bec.  3.    He  shall  have  power,  when  the  Grand  Chapter  is  not  in  session — 

Ist.    To  issne  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters ; 

2d.  To  issue  dispensations  for  the  election  of  an  oflScer  or  officers  of  a  Chapter 
at  a  time  other  than  that  named  in  this  Constitution ; 

3d.  To  issne  dispensations  to  ballot  for  a  candidate  for  the  degrees  withoot 
reference  to  a  committee ; 

4th.  To  convene  any  Chapter  within  his  Jurisdiction,  preside  therein,  inspect  its 
proceedings,  and  give  sach  orders  and  instructions  as  he  may  deem  necessary  ; 

otfa.  To  arrest  the  charter  or  dispensation  of  any  Chapter,  for  good  reasons 
shown,  and,  for  proper  cause,  to  suspend  any  High  Priest  flrom  the  functions  of  hi# 
office  until  the  ensuing  Annual  Convocation. 

Sbc.  4.  He  shall  constitute,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  all  newly  chartered 
Chapters,  and  install  their  officers. 

ARTICLE  X. 

OF  THE  DEPUTY  GRAND  HXOH  PRIEST. 

Section  1.  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  or  of  Ms  absenoe 
from  the  State,  or  of  his  inability,  from  any  cause,  to  perform  the  functions  of  hia 
office,  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  shall  succeed  to  and  be  charged  with  all  his 
powers  and  duties. 

ARTICLE  XL 

OF  THE  GRAND  KING  AND  GRAND  SCRIBE. 

Section  1.  The  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe,  in  the  event  of  the  deaths  absence 
from  the  State,  or  inability,  as  before,  of  both  their  superiors,  shall,  in  the  order  of 
their  rank,  succeed  to  and  be  charged  with  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest. 

Sec.  2.  In  case  all  the  four  principal  Grand  Officers  shall  be  absent  from  any 
Convocation,  the  Past  Grand  Officers  of  like  rank  shall,  in  the  order  of  their  rank  and 
seniority,  be  empowered  to  preside ;  and  in  the  event  of  the  absence  of  all  the  Grand 
and  Past  Grand  Officers,  the  High  Priest  of  the  oldest  Chapter  represented  shall  take 
charge. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

OF*  THE  GRAND  TBEASITRBR. 

Section  1.  The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  from  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  shall  pay  the  same  out  under  such  regulations 
as  may  by  it  be  provided.  He  shall  keep  a  just  account  thereof  in  proper  books, 
and  at  each  Annual  Convocation  shall  present  a  detailed  statement  of  his  receipts  and 
disbursements,  together  with  proper  vouchers  for  the  latter  and  a  full  statement  of 
the  existing  condition  of  the  finances. 

Sec.  2.  He  shall  execute  and  file  with  the  Grand  High  Priest,  within  fifteen  days 
after  his  installation,  a  bond,  in  such  penal  sum,  and  with  such  sureties,  as  shall  be 
approved  by  that  officer,  conditioned  that  he  will  faithfully  discharge  his  duties,  and, 
at  the  end  of  his  term  of  office,  pay  over  and  transfer  to  his  successor  all  funds  or 
property  of  the  Grand  Chapter  which  shall  have  come  into  his  keeping. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

OF  THE  GRAND  SECRETARY.  ^ 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Secretary  to  record  all  the  transac- 
tions of  the  Grand  Chapter  which  it  is  proper  to  have  written,  and  to  superintend  the 
pablication  thereof  immediately  after  the  close  of  each  Annual  ConvocatioD.    He 
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shall  receive,  daly  file,  and  safely  keep  all  papers  and  documents  addressed  or 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  present  snch  as  may  require  its  action  at  each 
Convocation.  He  shall  keep  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  affix  the  same  with 
his  attestation  to  all  documenta  emanating  from  that  body.  He  shall  collect  the 
revenne  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  pay  it  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  present  a 
detailed  report  of  his  receipts  and  of  all  business  appertaining  to  his  office,  at  each 
Annual  Convocation.  He  shall  report  at  each  Annual  Conv<>cation  all  Chapters 
which  are  in  arrears  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  or  which  shall  have  neglected  or  refhsf d 
to  eomply  with  any  provision  of  its  Constitution  or 'Regulations.  He  shall  conduct 
the  correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  submit  copies  thereof  at  each  Annual 
Convocation.  He  shall  take  charge  of  the  jewels,  furniture,  clothing,  and  parapher- 
nalia of  the  Grand  Chapter  during  its  vacations.  He  shall  report  at  each  Annual 
•  Convocation  all  unfinished  business,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
assigned  him  by  the  Grand  Chapter  or  Grand  High  Priest. 

Sec.  2.  He  shall  receive  such  compensation  for  bis  services  as  the  Grand  Chapter 
may  direct,  and  shall  execute  and  file  with  the  Grand  High  Priest,  within  fifteen  days 
after  his  installation,  a  bond,  in  such  penal  sum,  and  with  such  sureties,  as  shall  be 
approved  by  that  officer,  conditioned  that  he  will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of 
bis  office,  as  prescribed  in  this  Constitution. 

Relative  to  Subordinate  Chapters, 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

OF  THBIB  FOBXATIOW. 

Section  1.  Upon  the  petition  of  nine  or  more  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good 
standing,  the  Grand  Chapter  or  Grand  High  Priest  may  issue  a  Letter  of  Dis- 
pensation authorizing  them  to  form  and  open  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
and  Lodges  of  the  intermediate  degrees,  with  power  to  confer  the  several  de* 
grees  thereof  and  receive  members  by  affiliation.  But  no  such  dispensation  shall 
issue,  unless  the  petition  be  accompanied  by  a  recommendation  from  the  chartered 
Chapter  nearest  the  location  of  the  proposed  new  one.  which  shall  certify  to  the  good 
standing  of  each  of  the  petitioners,  and  that  a  suitable  place  of  meeting  has  been 
provided;  and  by  a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Lecturer  (if  there  be  one),  or  from  a 
High  Priest  whom  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  satisfied  is  well  skilled  in  the  Royal  Art, 
declaring  that  the  High  Priest  proposed  in  such  petition  is  qualified  to  properly  con- 
fer all  the  Chapter  degrees  and  deliver  the  lectqres  thereunto  appertaining;  nor 
unless  the  petition  shall  also  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  withdrawal  of  each 
petitioner  from  the  Chapter  of  which  he  was  last  a  member.  Such  dispensation  shall 
terminate  on  the  first  day  of  the  month  in  which  the  next  succeeding  Annual  Convo- 
cation shall  be  holden,  and  then  shall  be  returned  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  together 
with  the  book  of  records,  by-laws,  and  returns  to  that  date,  when,  if  the  transactions 
of  the  new  Chapter  shall  appear  satisfactory  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  it  may,  upon 
petition  therefor,  receive  a  charter. 

Sec.  2.  A  Chapter  shall  consist  of  a  High  Priest,  a  King,  a  Scribe,  a  Treasurer, 
a  Secretary,  a  Captain  of  tbe  Host,  a  Principal  Sojourner,  a  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
three  Masters  of  the  Vails,  a  Guard,  and  such  other  officers  as  itb  by-laws  may 
provide,  together  with  as  many  members  as  it  may  find  convenient. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

OF  THEIR  DUTIES. 

Skction  1.  Each  Chapter  shall  have  a  stated  meeting  at  least  once  in  every 
month  for  the  transaction  of  its  regular  business.  Special  meetings  may  be  ordered 
by  the  Chapter,  or  by  the  High  Priest,  but  no  business  shall  be  done  thereat,  except 
collections  or  appropriations  for  charity,  or  conferring  of  degrees.  All  business, 
except  the  conferring  of  degrees,  shall  be  done  in  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 


OBAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA.  295 

8eo.  2.  Each  chartered  and  daly  consiitated  Chapter  shall  be  represented  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  at  every  Convocation,  by  one  or  more  of  its  proper  ofiQcers,  or  by  his 
or  their  proxies;  bnt  such  proxy  or  proxies  shali  be  members  of  snch  Chapter. 

Sec.  3.  Each  chart3red  Chapter  shall  transmit  to  the  Grand  Secretary  a  fall  and 
correct  retarn  of  its  transactions  for  the  twelve  months  next  preceding  the  first  day 
of  February  in  each  year,  within  fifteen  days  thereafter,  in  the  form  hereinafter  pro- 
vided ;  and  shall  accompany  such  retarn  with  pajrment  of  its  does  to  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

Sec.  4.  Each  Chapter  shall  transmit  to  the  Grand  Secretary  a  copy  of  its  by-laws, 
as  soon  as  adopted,  but  no  sach  by-laws,  nor  any  subsequent  amendment  thereunto, 
shall  be  deemed  valid  until  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  thoagh  they  may  be 
acted  under  until  the  next  Annual  Convocation,  if  approved  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Sec.  5.  Each  chartered  Chapter  shall,  within  three  months  f^om  the  date  of  its 
charter,  provide  a  suitable  seal,  bearing  such  devices  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  and 
having  inscribed  thereon  the  name  and  number  of  the  Chapter,  the  date  of  its  char- 
ter and  the  place  of  its  location  ;  and  all  documents  and  papers  emanating  from  such 
Chapter,  or  from  its  High  priest,  or  Secretary,  in  his  oflScial  capacity,  shall  bear  the 
impress  of  such  seal,  or  be  considered  noil  and  of  no  effect. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

OF  TBKIR  ELECTIONS. 

Section  1.  The  elective  officers  of  each  Chapter  shsll  consist  of  the  High  Priest, 
King,  Scribe,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  stated 
meeting  next  preceding  the  anniversary  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist ;  shall  be  in' 
stalled  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable  ;  and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  doly  elected  and  installed.  A  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  shall  be  necessary  for  a  choice.  AH  other  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  High 
Priest,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council,  shall  be  doly  installed,  and  shall  hold  their 
respective  offices  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  2  of  this  Article. 

Sec.  2.  Upon  the  death  or  disability  of  any  appointed  officer  of  the  Chapter,  or 
for  continued  absence  or  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  Cooncil  may 
declare  said  office  vacant,  and  the  High  Priest  shall  appoint  a  saccessor  thereto,  who 
shall  hold  office  daring  the  pleasure  of  the  Council. 

Sec.  3.  In  case  any  Chapter  shall  fail  to  hold  such  election  at  the  time  above 
specified,  upon  good  cause  being  shown  therefor,  the  Grand  High  Priest  may  issue  a 
dispensation  to  hold  such  election  at  another  time ;  and  in  case  a  vacancy  shall  at 
any  time  occur  in  either  of  the  offices  of  High  Priest,  King,  or  Scribe  in  any  Chapter, 
upon  proper  representation  of  the  necessity  therefor,  the  Grand  High  Priest  may 
issue  a  dispensation  to  hold  such  election  at  another  time ;  and  in  case  a  vacancy 
shall  at  any  time  occur  in  either  of  the  offices  of  High  Priest,  King,  or  Scribe,  in  any 
Chapter,  upon  proper  representation  of  the  necessity  therefor,  the  Grand  High  Pi  lest 
may  U»ae  a  dispensation  to  fill  sach  vacancy.  But  in  either  of  these  cases,  such  dis- 
pensation  shall  be  issued  only  upon  the  application  of  the  Chapter,  setting  forth  the 
reasons  therefor,  to  be  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  a  stated 
meeting,  and  to  be  properly  certified  by  the  Secretary ;  and,  of  the  special  election 
which  may  thus  be  ordered,  the  members  shall  have  due  notice. 

Seo.  4.  Every  member  in  good  standing,  and  whose  dues  are  paid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections ;  and  every  voter  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  the 
Chapter. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

OF  PBOHIBITIONS. 

Section  1.  No  Chapter  in  this  State  shall  receive  an  application  for  the  degrees 
unless  the  applicant  shall  have  resided  within  its  jurisdiction  daring  six  months  next 
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preceding  the  date  of  his  application,  except  hy  permission  of  the  Chapter  nearest 
his  place  of  residence ;  nor  shall  the  application  of  a  rejected  candidate  for  the 
degrees  fie  presented  to  any  Chapter  within  six  months  after  snch  rejection,  without 
the  nnanlmous  consent  of  the  Chapter  in  which  he  was  rejected.  All  snch  applica- 
tions, as  well  as  those  for  aflBliation,  shall  be  in  writing,  signed  by  the  applicant,  and 
recommended  by  at  least  two  members  of  the  Chapter. 

Sec.  2.  No  Chapter  shall  ballot  npon  such  application  (except  by  dispensation 
from  the  Grand  High  Priest)  until  it  shall  hare  been  referred  to  a  committee,  whose 
daty  it  shall  be  to  make  strict  examination  into  the  qnalifications  of  the  applicant, 
and  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  unless  further  time  be  granted.  No 
application  shall  be  withdrawn  after  reference  to  a  committee,  and  it  shall  require  a 
unanimous  ballot  to  elect.  But  if  one  black  ball  only  appear  in  the  ballot-box,  the 
High  Priest,  without  declaring  the  result,  may  order  a  second  ballot  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  a  possible  mistake,  when,  if  a  black  ball  again  be  cast,  the  applicant 
shall  be  declared  rejected. 

Sec.  S.  No  dispensation  shall  be  issued  to  a  Chapter  t^  ballot  for  a  candidate  for 
the  degrees  without  the  reference  of  his  petition  to  a  committee,  as  before,  unless 
application  therefor  be  made  by  a  majority  of  the  Council  thereof;  and  of  the  issue  of 
such  dispensation  and  its  purpose  the  members  of  the  Chapter  shall  have  due  notice. 

Sec.  4.  No  Chapter  shall  receive  a  petition  for  the  degrees,  or  for  memberi^ip, 
unless  the  applicant  therefor  is  a  Master  Mason,  in  good  standing;  nor  shall  an  ap- 
plication for  aflBliation  be  received  unless  it  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  dis- 
missal firom  the  Chapter  of  which  the  applicant  was  last  a  member,  or  a  satisfactory 
explanation,  in  writing,  of  the  inability  to  furnish  such  certificate. 

Sec.  5.  No  Chapter  shall  confer  the  degrees  for  a  less  sum  than  fifty  dollars,  and 
in  every  case  the  entire  fee  shall  accompany  the  application. 

Sec.  6.  No  Chapter  shall  expel  a  member  for  the  non-payment  of  his  dues,  but 
any  member  who  shall  be  six  months  in  arrears  therefor  shall  be  immediately  notified 
thereof  by  the  Secretary;  and,  if  the  said  dues  shall  not  be  paid  at  or  before  the  next 
stated  meeting,  or  some  sufficient  reason  be  presented  for  such  non-payment,  he  shall 
be  suspended  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Any  mem- 
ber thus  suspended,  who  shall  at  any  time  thereafter  pay  the  arrearages  doe  at  the 
time  of  his  suspension,  together  with  such  further  dues  as  would,  had  he  retained  his 
membership,  have  accrued  against  him  to  the  date  of  such  pajrment,  shall  by  that 
act  be  restored. 

Sec.  7.  No  Chapter  shall  receive  lectures  from  any  person  who  is  not  duly 
authorized  by  the  Grand  Chapter  or  Grand  High  Priest. 

Sec.  8.  No  Chapter  which  shall  have  failed  to  make  its  annual  retoms  shall  be 
entitled  to  representation  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Sec.  9.  No  person  shall  be  admitted,  either  as  a  member  or  a  visitor  in  any  Chap- 
ter, unless  he  shall  have  regularly  received  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice. 
Fellow  Craft,  Master  Mason,  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  Motft  Excellent  Master,  and 
the  Royal  Arch,  in  just  and  legally  constituted  bodies  of  sncli. 

Sec.  10.  No  Chapter,  until  chartered  and  duly  constituted,  shall  be  entitled  to 
representation  in  this  Grand  Chapter ;  but  a  Chapter  under  dispensation  may  send 
delegates  thereto,  who  may  be  admitted  to  seats  and  be  permitted  to  speak,  but 
shall  have  no  vote. 

Sec.  11.  No  Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch  Masons  within  this  jurisdiction  shall  be  con 
sidered  legal  without  a  dispensation  or  charter  trom  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  no 
Masonic  communication  shall  be  held  with  any  such  Chapter,  or  with  any  person 
who  is  a  member  thereof  or  has  received  the  degrees  therein. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

OF  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF  CHAPTERS. 

Section  1.  The  charter  of  a  Chapter  may  be  surrendered  if  notice  shall  be  given 
at  a  stated  meeting  that  a  resolution  to  that  eflTect  will  be  presented  at  the  next  8ue< 
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ceeding  one ;  and  if,  at  such  sacceeding  meeting,  there  shall  not  be  nine  membera 
present  who  oppose  snch  resolntion,  it  may  be  surrendered  if  it  shall  be  so  ordered 
by  a  majority  of  those  assembled,  but  no  snch  act  of  surrender  shall  be  considered 
final  nntil  it  shall  have  been  approved  and  accepted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
Skc.  2.    The  charter  of  a  Chapter  may  be  forfeited— 

1st.    By  disobedience  to  any  provision  of  the  Constitution  or  Regnlations  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  or  the  General  Grand  Chapter ; 

2d.    By  disregard  to  the  lawful  authority  of  the  Grand  High  Priest ; 

3d.    By  violation  or  negle,ct  of  the  ancient  and  recognized  usages  of  the  Craft ; 

4th.    By  failure  to  meet  during  a  period  of  six  successive  months;  or 

6th.  By  the  reduction  of  its  member^  to  a  less  number  than  nine. 
Bec.  3.  In  case  of  the  dissolution  of  a  Chapter,  the  Grand  Secretary,  or  some 
companion  by  him  duly  authorized,  shall  at  once  proceed  to  receive  its  funds  on 
hand,  collect  its  outstanding  dues,  and  dispose  of  its  Jewels,  furniture,  and  property 
of  every  kind,  io^such  manner  as  shall  seem  to  him  most  judicious ;  and  he  shall  place 
the  proceeds  thereof,  after  the  payment  of  necessary  expenses,  among  the  funds  of 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  CHAPTSB8. 

Section  1.  Each  High  Priest  has  it  in  special  charge  to  see  that  the  by-laws  of 
bis  Chapter,  and  the  Constitution  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  are  duly  observed ;  that  accurate  records  are 
kept,  and  just  accounts  and  proper  reports  rendered  by  his  officers ;  and  that  regular 
returns  are  annually  made  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  the  time  prescribed  therefor, 
with  prompt  payment  of  the  annual  dues.  From  his  decisions  there  shall  be  no 
appeal  to  the  Chapter,  but  any  five  members  thereof  may  complain  of  his  decisions 
or  conduct  to  the  Grand  Chapter  or  Grand  High  Priest.  In  all  cases  of  a  tie  vote, 
except  votes  by  ballot,  the  High  Priest,  in  addition  to  his  proper  vote,  may  have  the 
casting  vote. 

Seo.  2.  The  King  and  Scribe  shall  perform  the  duties  severally  assigned  them  by 
the  traditional  usages  of  the  Order;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  High  Priest,  shall,  in 
the  order  of  their  rank,  succeed  to  and  be  charged  with  all  his  powers  and  duties. 

Sec.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  from  the  Secretary  all  moneys  belonging  to 
the  Chapter  and  shall  pay  the  same  oat  under  such  regulations,  and  account  therefor 
at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  may  by  it  be  prescribed. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of  all  the  transactions  of  the 
Chapter,  which  should  be  written,  including  a  list  of  the  officers  and  members  present 
at  each  Assembly ;  shall  collect  the  revenue,  and  pay  it  over  to  the  Treasurer  ;  shall 
keep  correct  accounts  of  the  dues  of  members;  shall  prepare  and  transmit  the 
annaal  returns  to  the  Grand  Secretary ;  shall  keep  the  seal  of  the  Chapter,  and  affix 
it  to  all  documents  emanating  therefrom ;  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  required  of  him  by  the  Chapter  or  the  High  Priest. 

8bo.  6.  The  other  officers  shall  perform  such  duties  as  traditionally  appertain  to 
their  respective  stations,  or  as  may  be  assigned  them  by  the  Chapter  or  the  High 
Priest. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

OF    MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Membership  in  a  Chapter  may  be  acquired  by  having  regularly  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  therein ;  by  having  been  duly  elected  for 
affiliation  therewith ;  or,  by  having  been  named,  in  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter, 
as  one  of  the  petitioners  therefor. 

Seo.  *i.  No  Royal  Arch  Mason  shall  be  a  member  of  more  than  one  Chapter  at  a 
time. 
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Sxc.  3.  Membership  in  a  Chapter  can  only  be  terminated  by  yolnntary  with* 
drawal  thereft'om ;  by  the  dissolation  of  the  Chapter ;  or  by  death,  Bnspension,  or 
expulsion. 

3eo.  4.  A  member  of  a  Chapter  may  withdraw  therefrom,  nnless  charges  are 
pending  against  him,  by  paying  his  dues  and  notifying  the  Chapter  of  such  intention 
at  any  stated  meeting  ;  but  no  recommendatory  certificate  shall  be  issued  unless 
ordered  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

Sbc.  5.  No  member  of  a  Chapter  shall  be  required  to  divulge  his  vote  upon  a 
ballot  for  the^  degrees  or  for  affiliation,  nor  to  assign  reasons  for  snch  vote,  if  it  be 
known. 

Of  Trials,  Appeals,  and  Penalties. 

ARTICLE  XXL 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  GRAND  HIGH   PRIEST. 

Sect.on  1.  Charges  may  be  preferred  against  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  abuse  of 
his  power,  violation  of  the  Constitution  or  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  or  other 
nnmasonic  conduct,  by  any  five  High  Priests  of  Chapters;  which  charges  shall  be  in 
writing,  over  their  signatures,  and  shall  be  presented  to  the  last  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter  who  may  be  within  the  State,  and  who  is  a  member  of  a 
Chapter  within  its  jurisdiction.  - 

Sec.  2.  Upon  the  presentation  of  such  charges,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  to  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  accused,  if  within  the  State,  at 
least  thirty  days,  and  if  without  the  State,  at  leftst  ninety  days,  before  the  time  desig- 
nated for  the  trial,  together  with  a  notification  to  attend  at  such  time,  and  at  the 
place  be  may  therein  name,  which  shall  be  one  most  convenient  for  the  parties; 
and  he  shall  also  summon  four  or  more  other  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  this  State, 
who  shall  be  members  of  Chapters  therein,  to  assemble  with  him  at  the  time  and 
place  designated,  and  shall  notify  the  accused  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  The  tribunal  thus  assembled,  or  any  of  its  members,  shall  have  power  to 
snmmon  witnesses  at  the  request  of  either  party ;  it  shall  receive  such  testimony  as 
in  its  judgment  shall  be  proper,  and  shall  determine  finally  upon  the  guilt  or  inoo* 
cence  of  the  accused;  and  the  opinion  of  the  majority  shall  be  the  judgment  of  the 
tribunal,  and  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  4.  The  only  penalty  infiicted  shall  be  deprivation  of  office  ;  but,  when  thus 
deprived,  the  adjudged  may  be  amenable  to  his  Chapter  upon  a  charge  of  unmasonic 
conduct. 

Seo.  5.  The  Grand  Secretary  shall  attend  at  the  trial  to  keep  a  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  of  the  judgment,  which  shall  be  filed  in  his  office,  and  shall  be  presented 
at  the  next  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Sec.  6.  All  necessary  traveling  expenses  of  the  members  of  such  tribunal  shall 
be  paid  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

RELATIVE  TO  HIGH  PRIESTS  OF  CHAPTERS. 

Section  1.  Charges  may  be  preferred  against  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  for 
abuse  of  his  power,  violation  of  the  Constitution  or  Regulations,  or  for  unmasonic 
conduct  of  any  kind,  by  any  five  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing ;  which  charges 
shall  be  in  writing,  over  their  signatures,  and  shall  be  presented  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, if  in  session,  or  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  during  the  vacation. 

Sec.  2.  Upon  the  presentation  of  such  charges,  the  Grand  Chapter,  or  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  at  once  appoint  and  summon  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  seven  disinterested  High  Priests,  to  assemble  as  Commissioners 
to  hear  and  determine  thereupon;  and  shall  then  summon  the  accused  to  appear  and 
answer  thereunto,  at  snch  time  and  place  most  covenient  for  the  parties  as  shall  be 
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indicated  in  said  sammons ;  giving  him,  if  within  the  jarisdiotion  of  his  Chapter,  at 
least  ten  days ;  if  without  that  Jariadiction,  and  within  the  State,  at  least  thirty  days  ; 
and  if  without  the  State,  at  least  ninety  days,  to  answer  therennto ;  and  transmitting 
to  him  also  a  copy  of  the  charges. 

Sbc.  9.  The  Commissioners,  thus  assembled,  shall  choose  one  of  their  number  to 
preside,  and  they,  or  any  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  summon  witnesses, .  at  the 
request  of  either  party.  The  witnesses,  if  Masons,  shall  testify,  upon  their  honor,  as 
finch ;  if  not,  their  deposition  shall  be  taken,  in  writing,  before  an  officer  legally 
authorized  to  administer  oaths;  and,  in  such  case,  the  party  requiring  such  deposi- 
tions shall  notify  the  other  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  they  will  be  taken, 
that  he  may,  if  he  choose,  be  present  thereat. 

Sec.  4.  The  Commissioners  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  at  their  own  con- 
venience, or  for  good  cause  shown  by  either  party ;  provided,  that  the  period  within 
which  their  duties  shall  be  concluded  shall  not  exceed  t^n  days,  unless,  for  sufficient 
reasons,  the  Grand  High  Priest  shall  grant  them  further  time. 

Sbc.  5.  The  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  Commissioners  shall  be  deemed  the 
judgment  of  the  whole,  and  shall  be  conclusive,  unless  an  appeal  be  taken  at  the 
next  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Sqc.  6.  The  penalties  which  may  be  inflicted  by  such  Commissioners  may  be 
either  deprivation  of  office,  suspension,  or  expulsion,  as  in  their  judgment  ^hall  be 
deemed  proper. 

Sec.  7.  The  Commissioners  shall  keep  a  complete  record  of  their  proceedings 
and  of  their  judgment,  and  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  Grand  Secretary  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  trial ;  and  the  judgment  shall  at  once  be  carried  into  effect  by 
order  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

Sec.  8.  An  appeal  to  the  Grand  Chapter  may  be  taken  at  its  next  Annual  Convo- 
cation, by  either  party,  if  notice  thereof  be  given  to  the  Grand  Secretary  within 
thirty  days  after  the  conclusion  of  the  trial. 

ARTICLK  XXTII. 

RBLATIYS  TO  OHAPTEBS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  DIFFEBENT  CHAFTBB8. 

Section  1.  When  a  controversey  shall  arise  between  Chapters,  or  between  a 
Chapter  and  a  member  or  members  of  another  Chapter,  charges  may  be  preferred 
by  either  party,  if  in  good  standing;  which  charges  shall  be  in  writing  and  shall  be 
presented  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  or  Grand  High  Priest,  as  provided  in  Sec.  1,  Art. 
XXII. 

Sec.  2.  Upon  the  presentation  of  such  charges,  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
seven  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed  and  summoned,  as  provided  in  Sec.  2,  Art. 
XXII,  which  Commissioners  shall  be  High  Priests,  Kings,  or  Scribes,  and  shall  be 
selected  from  at  least  three  different  Chapters  not  interested  in  the  controversy,  and 
most  convenient  to  the  parties ;  and  the  accused  party  shall  be  summoned,  with  such 
time  to  answer  as  provided  in  the  section  and  article  last  quoted. 

Skc.  3.  The  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  proceed,  and  shall  keep  a  record 
of  their  proceedings  and  judgment  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  in  Sec.  7,  Art. 
XXII,  and  the  penalties  which  they  may  inflict  may  be  any  known  to  Masonic  usage  ; 
or,  if  the  case  be  not  one  involving  a  violation  of  Masonic  duty,  the  decision  may  be 
such  special  one  as  the  circumstanoes  shall,  in  their  judgment,  warrant. 

Sec.  4.  An  appeal  may  be  taken  by  either  party  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  pro- 
vided in  Sec.  8,  Art.  XXII. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

relative  to  rotal  arch  masons  individually. 

Section  1.  When  any  member  of  a  Chapter  (except  its  High  Priest  or  the  Grand 
High  Prieet),  or  any  Royal  Arch  Mason  residing  within  its  jurisdiction,  shall  be 
accused  of  unmasonic  conduct,  charges  to  that  effect  may  be  preferred  by  any  Royal 


300  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 

Arch  Mason  in  good  sUnding ;  which  charges  shall  be  in  writing,  over  his  signatare, 
and  shall  be  presented  to  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  having  Jnriadiction  thereof. 
Bbc.  2.  Upon  the  presentation  of  snch  charges  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  High 
Priest,  bj  dne  notification,  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  his  Chapter  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, and  there  caase  to  be  elected,  by  ballot,  and  by  a  mi^'ority  of  those  present, 
not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  nine  of  its  members,  who  shall  assemble  as  Com- 
missioners, to  hear  and  determine  thereupon,  at  snch  time  and  place,  convenient  to 
the  parties,  as  he  shall  indicate ;  and  he  shall  also  summon  the  accnsed  to  appear 
and  answer  therennto  at  snch  time  and  place ;  and  shall,  at  the  same  time,  canse  the 
Becretarv  to  ftimish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  to  notify  the  accuser  of  the 
said  time  and  place  of  trial. 

8eo.  3.  Tf  the  accused  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter,  the  summons  and 
copy  of  the  charges  shall  be  issued  at  least  ten  days  prior  to  the  day  appointed  for 
the  trial,  and  shall  be  served  personally  by  the  Guard,  or  shall  be  left  at  his  ordinary 
residence  or  place  of  business.  If  he  be  without  the  said  jurisdiction,  but  within  the 
State,  and  his  residence  be  known,  they  shall  be  issued  at  least  thirty  days  before 
the  day  of  trial,  and  shall  be  forwarded  to  his  address  by  the  Secretary,  by  mail  or 
other  usuel  mode  of  conveyance,  which  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  service.  If  he  be 
without  the  State  and  his  residence  be  known,  they  shall  be  issued  at  least  ninety 
days  before  the  trial,  and  shall  be  forwarded  to  his  address  by  the  Secretary,  as 
before  provided,  which  shall  be  sufficient  service.  If  his  address  is  unknown,  the 
High  Priest  shall  order  the  trial  to  proceed  at  once  upon  the  testimony,  ex  parte. 

Sec.  L  The  Commissioners  shall  assemble  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and 
shall  choose  one  of  their  number  to  preside  ;  and  the  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  High 
Priest,  shall  attend  them  to  keep  a  full  and  correct  record  of  the  proceedings  and  of 
the  judgment,  under  their  supervision. 

8ko.  5.  The  High  Priest  shall  summon  such  witnesses  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
his  Ciiapter,  as  may  be  desired  by  either  party,  and  the  accused  may  select  any 
brother  in  good  standing  to  assist  him  in  his  defense.  The  witnesses,  if  Masons, 
shall  testify  on  their  honor  as  such ;  if  not,  their  depositions  shall  be  taken  in  writing, 
before  an  officer  legally  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  and,  in  such  case,  the  party 
requiring  such  depositions  shall  notify  the  other  of  the  time  and  place  when  and 
where  they  will  be  taken,  that  he  may,  if  he  choose,  be  present  thereat. 

Bbc.  6.  Tlie  Commissioners  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  at  their  own  conven- 
ience, or  for  sufficient  canse  shown  by  either  party ;  provided  that  the  period  within 
which  their  duties  shall  be  concluded  shall  not  exceed  ten  days,  unless,  for  good  rea. 
sons  shown,  the  High  Priest  shall  grant  them  further  time. 

Sbc.  7.  After  all  the  testimony  shall  have  been  received,  the  Commissioners  shall 
proceed  to  deliberate  upon  their  verdict  and  sentence,  with  none  present  save  them- 
selves and  the  Secretary,  which  last  shall  have  no  voice  in  the  proceedings.  The 
Judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  Commissioners  shall  be  taken  as  the  decision  of  the 
whole ;  and  when  the  trial  is  concluded  the  Secretary  shall  make  a  fair  copy  of  the 
record  and  finding,  under  their  supervision,  which  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman 
of  such  Commission,  and  attested  by  the  Secretary,  and  shall  be  presented  to  the 
High  Priest,  who,  at  the  next  meeting  of  his  Chapter,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  its 
members  only,  announce  the  result,  and  direct  the  Secretary  to  record  the  same  as 
the  Judgment  of  the  Chapter,  and  file  the  record  for  safe  keeping  among  its  archives. 

Sbo.  8.  The  penalties  which  may  be  inflicted  are  reprimand  in  open  Chapter,  sus- 
pension, or  expulsion.  If  the  sentence  be  reprimand,  the  High  Priest  shall  summon 
the  adjudged  to  appear  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  when  it  shall  be  carried  into 
effect,  in  the  presence  only  of  the  members  of  the  Chapter.  If  it  be  suspension  or  ex' 
pulsion,  it  shall  at  once  go  into  effect,  and  the  Secretary  shall  immediately  notify  the 
Grand  Secretary  tiiereof ;  and  it  shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  unless  an  appeal  be 
taken  to  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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6kc.  9.  Ad  appeal  may  be  taken  to  the  Grand  Ohapter,  by  either  party,  at  its 
next  aucceeding  Annual  Convocation,  but  not  unless  a  notice  of  such  intended  appeal 
shall  be  given  to  the  High  Priest  within  thirty  days  after  his  announcement  of  the 
result  of  the  trial ;  and  in  all  oases  of  expulsion  or  suspension,  the  High  Priest  shall 
cause  the  Secretary  to  prepare  a  transcript  of  the  record  of  trial,  and  immediately 
transmit  it  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  together  vith  information  of  the  appeal  intended, 
if  any  there  be. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

OP  RBTIBI0N8  kSD  BE8TOBATION8. 

Section  1.  All  judgments  from  which  an  appeal  may  be  taken  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  shall  be  reviewed  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  or  before  a  committee  thereof, 
during  its  session,  upon  the  record  sent  op,  and  upon  such  other  proper  documents 
as  may  be  submitted ;  and  its  decision  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

Sxc.  2.  All  sentences  of  suspension  shall  be  for  an  indefinite  period ;  and  a 
Chapter  may,  at  any  stated  meeting,  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, annul  any  such  sentence  of  suspension  pronounced  by  itself,  and  restore  the 
Mason  thus  suspended  to  all  his  Masonic  rights ;  provided  that  notice  of  a  resolution 
for  such  restoration  shall  have  been  given  at  the  stated  meeting  next  preceding. 
And  in  case  of  such  restoration,  the  Secretary  shall  at  once  notify  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary thereof. 

Seo.  3.  The  Grand  Chapter  may,  at  any  Annual  Convocation,  if  good  cause  there, 
for  be  shown,  restore  a  Mason  who  has  been  suspended  or  expelled  within  its  juris- 
diction ;  but'such  restoration  shall  not  restore  him  to  membership  in  the  Chapter  by 
which  he  was  suspended  or  expelled. 

Seo.  4.  No  suspension,  expohion,  or  restoration  shall  be  published  otherwise 
than  as  hereinbefore  provided,  except  by  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter  or  by  order 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

Of  Amendments  and  Obligations  of  Office. 

ARTICLE  XXVI. 

OF    AMENDMENTS. 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  Annual  Convo- 
cation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present ;  but  no 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  be  acted  upon  until  after  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mitttee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  shall  report  thereon  as  soon  as  practicable. 

ARTICLE  XXVn. 

OF  OBLIGATIONS  OP  OFFICE. 

Section  I.  All  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  of  its  subordinates,  before  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations,  shall  take  a  solemn  obligation  that 
they  will  maintain  and  support  the  Coufititution  and  Regulations  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of 
California. 
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GENERAL  REGULATIONS 


OF   TUX 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


♦>» 

1.  The  Degree  of  Past  Master  must  be  conferred  upon  all  candidates,  notwith- 
standing that  they  may  have  previoof>ly  had  a  degree  of  that  name  conferred  upon 
them  in  a  convocation  of  Past  Masters,  by  virtue  of  an  election  to  preside  over  a 
Lodge  of  Fr  ;e  an  <  Accepted  Masons. 

2.  All  the  Chapters  under  this  jurisdiction  are  required,  in  the  conferring  of 
degrees,  to  conform  to  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  Special  Con- 
vocation, in  September,  1855. 

3.  Every  Mark  Master  attached  to  a  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  must,  within 
six  months  after  his  admission,  select  his  mark  and  record  the  same  in  a  Book  of 
Marks,  kept  by  the  Chapter  for  that  purpose  ;  and  it  is  made  the  special  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  each  Chapter  to  see  that  this  regulation  is  complied  with. 

4.  The  term  *'  nearest  Chapter,"  nsed  in  the  Constitution,  means  the  nearest  by 
geographical  measurement. 

5.  No  Masonic  communication  shall  be  held  with  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  who  stands 
suspended  as  a  Master'Mason,  for  any  cause. 

6.  Each  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  its  annnal  dues, 
the  sum  of  fifty  cents  for  each  Royal  Arch  Mason  borne  upon  its  roll  at  the  date  of 
its  annual  report;  which  additionsl  assessment  shall  be  used  as  a  fund  to  defray  the 
actual  expen-ses  of  one  delegate  from  each  Chapter  represented  at  the  Annnal  Convo- 
cations of  the  Grand  Chapter— the  same  to  be  apportioned  by  a  special  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 

7.  Whenever  two  or  more  Chapters  exist  in  any  city  or  town  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  such  Chapters  to  notify  the  other  or  others,  exist* 
ing  in  the  same  place,  of  all  applications  presented  to  it  for  the  degrees. 

8.  When,  after  an  election  of  an  applicant  to  receive  the  Chapter  degrees,  and  he 
has  received  the  Mark  Degree,  an  objection  to  his  advancement  is  made  at  any  time 
by  a  member,  such  objection  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee,  with  power  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  thereof,  who  shall  at  the  next  stated  meeting  (unless  further  time  be 
given)  report  thereon ;  and  upon  the  reception  of  such  report,  if  no  cause  for  the 
objection  has  been  assigned,  or  if  the  cause  assigned  be,  in  the  opinion  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present,  not  a  valid  and  Masonic  one,  the  Chapter  may  confer  the 
degree  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  objection  had  been  made. 

9.  No  petition  for  the  degrees,  or  application  for  membership,  shall  be  received 
by  any  Chapter  within  this  jurisdiction,  unless  it  be  signed  with  the  fhll  name  or 
names  of  the  petitioner  or  applicant ;  and,  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  subordinate 
Chapters,  the  given  name  or  names  of  every  member  or  others  upon  their  rolls,  shall 
be  given  in  full. 

10.  The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia shall  be,  in  all  essential  respects,  where  there  is  no  conflict  between  it  and  the 
Constitution  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  rules  and  regulations  by  which  the  action  of 
the  subordinate  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  shall  be  governed. 


SUhSa  OF  OSDJX- 


rules  of  ohi^er 
Grand  Chapter  ce  C^x:.- 


BOLB  1.    Whtn  lb*  Grand  Chifvr  aiJ  >««-  w« 
Bball  c«ll  Ih*  roU  of  if  i»"n<™-  -<  '  •  -*i«   too 

titer  itB  teport  ih«ll  hive  bwi  w™-* 

pTeceding  coDTocitton  rtill  W  r«t  ij  a,  '■■am*  -rrr--. 
ai»peii»a  f  Ith;  the  \ilmm<*-^^enm  lea  ?-«<.  » 
Grind  High  Prt*«».  0™"*  B«nt«T  ai  >»,  -..^^ 
»ppropri»WlJ  reterroi.  in  Iht  .rfcr  bm  awl  ■«  i 
,ppoiDt  IhB  regnlit  tommittts,  w  .v«  ul  m>i„  i^ 
SecreUfl-  reqniring  inch  ntcrw.  •»!  »  «  »,  ^ 
Correspandence  ilwll  lb»  ftnt>  u  am  -»v^. 

Bblb  3.    Aner  the  Ima™  t(  4«  Ovi„„a*B  ,  ^ 
for  ea«h  nession,  flnring  iu  (ii^»mi.».  tu.\  *.  ■  ^^^ 
1 .    Beading  of  Iht  nluia  «( fa  m  «h^ 
1.    Report  of  the  Cotoounn  m  c™i,iBtott. 
8,    Becap"""  "*'"«»■»*»■  w  oAbk,  y;  ,„B, 

4.  Reports  ol  regiilifu*^M^,„^jj,^'^^^ 

5,  lIoUoDS.  TCMlaGoot,  n 
BiTLX  1.    All  ttporli  lA 

and  »»  of^t".  Bwliou.  or  Tagwina.  .^  ^ 
Or&nd  SecreUry,  beltre  iq  Mm  u  wn  ft 
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RETURNS 


OF  THE 


SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS 

UNDER  THE  JURXBDIGrnOX  OF  THE 

(Qmmm  (SmMwrn  m  (BMnroium 

j&>    I.    24:07. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  CHAPTER,  No.  1. 

San  Francisco,  San  FrancUoo  Connty. 

Stated  Meetings,  jirst  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 

Alfred  Rising,  High  Priest,  Samuel  Swift,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Henry  Wangenheim,  King,  Isaac  Philanson  Kincaid,  Royal  Arch  Copt, 

Edward  Taylor  Anthony,  Scribe,  Michael  James  Keating,  Master  Zd  Vail, 

Joseph  Olement,  Treasurer,  Ohas.  Augustus  Hawley,  Mastered  VaU, 

Louis  Flatan.  Secretary,  Morris  Bernhard  Levy,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Wm.Armstrong  Phillips,  Capt  of  the  Sott,  Edward  Gilbert,  Guard, 

Past  Hlfplk  Prieata  i 

John  Dunbar  Greigh,  John  Rudolph  Jarboe,  Theodore  Edward  Smith, 

Adolphus  HoUub,  Milton  Hills  Myrick,  Samuel  Sternheim, 

Louis  Gohn,  Stewart  Menzies,  Alfred  Rising. 
Martin  John  Burke, 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS: 

Allenberg,  Charles  Bolander,  Henry  Nicholas    Chase,  Charles  Metaphor 

Anderson,  Thomas  Bosworth,  Henry  Mar tyn     Christy,  Robert  Francis 

Arnold,  Benjamin  Franklin  Bradbury,  Wm.  Blackstone  Clinch,  Charles  Godfrey 
Baldwin,  James  Waterman  Brandenstein,  Meyer  Coggswell,  Jas.  La  Fayette 

Baum,  Simon  Browell,  Jeremiah  Cohen,  Henry  Lyon 

Behrendt,  Herman  Bryan,  William  Cohen,  Martin 

Berggren,  August  Bryan,  Thomas  Cohen,  Simon 

Bergson,  Ole  Bullock,  Frank  Dyer,  Congdon,  Henry  Bliss 

Beyersdorf,  Louis  Burns,  Henry  Jameson         Cooper,  William 

Bilty,  Theodore  George        Caro,  Samuel  Craig,  James 

Black,  Henry  Melvin  Carson,  James  Gilmore        Craig,  Peter 

Blankenatein,  Henry  Carpenter,  Augustine  Dyer  Creasy,  Albert 
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Carry,  John 
Carry,  Nathaniel 
Carry,  Francis  James 
Daniel,  John 
Dayis,  Henry  Lamens 
Doane,  John  Osboume 
Doane,  Sharon  Pratt 
Douthitt,  David  William 
Dreyfoas,  Benjamin 
Drncker,  Angnst 
Dnsenberg,  Lonis 
Edwards,  Henry 
Einstein,  Morris 
Eisenberg,  Julias 
Elfelt,  4oseph 
Emannel,  Emanuel 
Esberg,  Mendel 
Ewing,  Charles  Grey 
Fisher,  Henry  James 
Fitah,  Charles  Wellington 
Foorman,  Samuel 
Frank,  Emanuel  Max 
Franz,  Bernhard 
Frapolli,  Battiste 
Fried,  Ignatius  S. 
Friedberg,  Morris  T. 
Friedlander,  Moritz 
Faller,  Andrew 
Gay,  John  Gilmore 
Gerhow,  Frederick 
Gerstenberg,  Henry  W. 
Getz,  Joseph 
Getz,  Louis 
Getz,  Solomon 
Ghirardelli,  Domingo,  Jr. 
Giacomini,  Giovanni  D. 
Giamboni,  Natale 
Goldberg,  Jacob 
Gordon,  James  Edward 
Greenberg,  Samuel  Henry 
Greenberg,  Henry  Sampson 
Gmenberg,  Max 
Haight,  Henry  Huntley 
Hanson,  Henry  Sorenson 
Haraxthy,  Arpad 
Harris,  Daniel 
Hawes,  Elisha 
Herz,  Cornelius 
Herzo,  John 

Huntoon,  Isaac  Davenport 
Jacoby,  Angnstos 


Johnson,  George  Henry 
Johnson, Henry 
Jordon,  Dennis 
Karm,  Henry 
Kelly,  Robert  Price 
Kenitzer,  Henry 
Kerr,  James  Patterson 
King,  Robert  Irvine 
Kittredge,  Jonathan 
Kline,  Henry 
Kohn,  Isaac 
Kohlman,  Solomon 
Lardner,  Henry  Francis 
Landen,  Martin  Kuttner 
Leviston,  George 
Levy,  Jacob 
Levy,  Julius 
Levinsky,  Mark 
Lewis,  William 
Lnchsioger,  Jacob 
Madison,  John  Henry 
Makins,  James  Nichols 
Manheim,  Isaac 
Manzur,  Lonson  Martin 
Mayer,  S.  Julius 
McAlester,  Wm.  Frederick 
McDonald,  Robert 
McKew,  John 
McLeod,  Andrew  Jackson 
McLeod,  James 
Mead,  Lewis  R. 
Meyer,  Charles 
Michaels,  Aaron  W. 
Mohrhardt,  Philip  Fred'k 
Moraghan,  Michael  Bolan 
Mosgrove,  Samuel 
Myers,  William 
Newbauer,  Herman  Wolf 
Newburger,  Gustavus 
Newfleld.  Marcus 
Newhall,  Henry  Mayo 
Newhall,  Henry  Clieever 
Newman,  Carlton 
Newman,  Isaac 
Nickel,  Lorenz 
Nicolaysen,  Frank 
Nutsen,  Charles  A. 
O'Neii,  Robert 
Ott,  Richard 
Parker,  John  H. 


MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTERS : 
Enricht,  T^ais  Gianettoni,  — 


—2. 


Pearson,  Henry  Haven 
Penhaliow,  DeBlois  Pearco 
Penlington,  George 
Pippey,  Robert  Norman 
Plummer,  Benjamin  Lncans 
Poly,  Louis 
Prag,  Martin 

Prescott,  Charles  Josephns 
Prince,  Henry  G. 
Rawson,  Julius  Addison 
Reinhart,  B. 

Richards,  Charles  Wesley 
Ritter,  Charles  August 
Robinson,  Corners  Preston 
Robitscheck,  Herman 
Rosenbaunr,  Joseph 
Rosenbaum,  Julius 
Rosenbaum,  Moses 
Ross,  Daniel  W. 
Saalburg,  William 
Samuels,  David 
Saulman,  August 
Sawyer,  Lorenzo 
Scharlin,  John  Aaron 
Schoenfeld,  Jacob 
Schweitzer,  Morris 
Schweitzer,  Jacob 
Seiler,  Paul 
Selleck,  Silas 
Smith,  Charles  Ward 
Solomon,  Albert 
Spaulding,  George 
Stelfani,  Camillo 
Stone,  Dudley  Columbus 
Stuart,  William  Adams 
Sweet,  Solomon 
Taubles,  Maximillian 
Todd,  David  Byron 
Treat,  George 
Triest,  Bernhard 
Yoight,  Chrtfitian 
Yon  Aspern,  John 
Waters,  Charles 
Wedekind,  George  Loais 
Weed,  Alexander 
Whiting,  Henry  Herpeine 
Williams,  Henry 
Wilsinski,  Marks  . 
Wormser,  Louis 
Workheim,  Morris— 208. 

PAST  MASTER  : 
Fox,  Andrew  Wood— 1. 
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RETURNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS 


MARK  MASTERS : 
Schoenfeld,  Louis  Simon  Van  Ylack,  Gilbert  JameB->2. 

WITHDRAWN :  EXCLUDED : 

FarqaharaoD,  David               Schmidt,  Aoton— 2.  Hajden,  Charles  B.— L 

DIED: 

Farran,  Charles  James           Loewe,  Morris  Herz  Schweitzer,  John — 4. 
Hartmeyer,  Louis  Sebastian 


SONORA  CHAPTER,  No.  2. 

Sonora,  Taolnmne  Connty. 

SicUed  Meetings^  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon, 

office:  RS: 


James  Bell,  High  Priest, 

Gideon  Wing,  King, 

Edwin  Aldrich  Rodgera,  Scribe^ 

Charles  Edward  Lang,  Ti^easurer, 

Edward  Kiel,  Secretary, 

Solomon  Benas,  Captain  qf  the  Host, 


Peter  Klein,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Wm.  Gustave  Rudorff,  Royal  Arch  CapCn, 

Alonzo  Colbj,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Joseph  Moore  Hampton,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Fred'k  Francis  Mitchell,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Francis  Anthony  Prassa,  Guard, 


Past  High.  Prtestai 

Francis  Anthony  Prassa,       Frederick  Faxon, 
AWin  Bacon  Preston,  William  Davis  Newton, 

Isaac  Newton  McCulloch,     Stephen  Wing, 


Andross,  Moses  Chamber'n 
Bach,  William  Francis 
Bacon,  Martin 
Barlow,  Abraham 
Bartlett,  Daniel  Francis 
Brown,  Gordon 
Booth,  James  Godfrey 
Bush,  George  Carroll 
Byrd,  Francis  Jahew 
Calhoun,  Henry  Clay 
Carter,  John  Beach 
Fosterling,  Loni<  Jr. 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Fuller,  James  Monroe 
Haslacher,  Jacob 
Klein,  Conrad 
Lampson,  Royal  Mills 
Mathews,  James 
Mann,  John  Christian 
Means,  Andrew  Jackson 
Mnndorf,  John 
Mayer,  Willis 
Oppenheimer,  Benjamin 
Parsons,  Edmond 
Patterson,  Archibald 

WITHDRAWN: 
Harris,  Charles  Parsons — 1. 


Edward  Skinner, 
William  Henry  Ryan, 
Edwin  Aldrich  Rodgers. 

Reed,  Abner 
Seveningj  Henry 
Sharrock,  Evrard 
Stinson,  James 
Thurman,  William  Henry 
Yalpey,  Abraham  Morton 
Wilson^  Richard  Montgom'y 
White,  Moses  Henry 
Winnie,  George 
Wade  Charles  Frederick 
Wykoff,  William— 66. 


fiUSPENDED  POR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUBS  : 
Dose,  Henry— 1. 


TO  THE  QBAND  CHAPTER  OF  CAUFOBNIA. 
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SACRAMENTO  CHAPTER,  No.  3. 

Sacramento,  Sacramento  Connty. 

Stated  Meetings f  Jirat  Tuesday  in  each  month. 


OFFICERS  t 


William  Buckley  Davifl,  High  Priest, 
GorneliDB^  Kellogg,  King^ 
Charles  Mortimer  Coglan,  Scribe, 

,  Treasurer, 

Alfred  Aog.  RedingtOD,  Secretary, 
Charles  Fox  Shields,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


Pred*k  Conrad  Stober,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Wm.  Rowl'd  Jones,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
George  Montgomery,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Samuel  Gerson,  Master  2d  VaU, 
George  Christian  Zeh,  Master  1st  VaU, 
Petragie  Zacbarias,  Guard. 


Past  Hlffh  Prleatai 

James  Lawrence  English,     Francis  Foster, 

William  Franklin  Knox,       George  Howard  Winterburn, 


Powell  .Samuel  Lawson, 
William  Monroe  Petrie. 


ROYAL  ABCH  MASONS: 


Adam^  Oliver  Miller 
Allen,  John  Francis 
Allen,  Robert 
Alexander,  BenJ.  Franklin 
Arrasmith ,  Vernon 
Barnes,  Jacob 
Bartels,  William 
Banqnier,  Joseph 
Bergevin,  Nelson  Langeyin 
Berkey,  Thomas  Henry 
Block,  Maurice 
Bragg,  Henry  William 
Bronner,  George  Frederick 
Brewingtgn,  Benj.  Smith 
Brougham,  Frederick  P. 
Bryding,  Peter 
Burnham,  James  Henry 
Bnrch*,  John  Chilton 
Bush,  George  Thompson 
Galderwood,  Job  F'rancis 
Oallahan,  Daniel  E. 
Carlson,  Edward 
Champlin,  Nelson 
Choquette,  Caliste 
Clark,  Thomas  William 
Clnness,  William  R. 
Conboie,  Joseph  Anthony 
Cooledge,  Isaac  Baldwin 
Cottingham,  Hilliard  P. 
Cook,  Hiram 
Crocker,  Henry  Smith 
Croly,  Edward  James 
Cunningham,  John  Austin 
Dale,  Richard 
Davis,  Jacob  Zeigler 
Davis,  William  Oliver 


Day,  James  Thompson  Hawk,  Elbridge  L. 

Dennery,  Bernard  Hawkins,  William 

Dennery,  Alphonse  Hevener.  William  Henry 

Denaon,  Samuel  Crawford  Hillier,  Theodore 

Domingos,  John  Hoag,  William  MofBt 

Drew,  Nathaniel  Lafayette  Hoehn,  Jacob 

Earl,  George  Holmes,  Henry  T. 

Ecklon,  Christian  Ludwig  Higgin,  Herman  Tyler 


Egl,  Anthony 
EickhofT,  John  Henry 
Feldheiro,  Nathan  G. 
Fillmore,  Jerome  Adolph 
Forbes,  Robert 
Foy,  Francis  Matthias 


HulU  Joseph 
Hunt,  William  Smith 
Hyman,  Jacob,  Sr. 
Hyman,  Jacob,  Jr. 
Inwalle,  John  Joseph 
Jagau,  Hans  BernbardWm. 


Foy,  Wm.  Robinson  Smith   Jackson,  William  Franklin 


Frost,  Amos  Locke 
Gallatin,  Albert 
Gates,  Justin 
Gillis,  Dongald 
Girand,  Eugene 
Glover,  Edwin 
Golden,  Thomas 
Goldberg,  Harris 
Gonnet,  Adrien 
Griffiths,  John  T. 
Haines,  Gabriel 


Jacobs,  Enoch 
Jenkins,  George  W. 
Johnson,  William 
Jones,  Edward  Augustas 
Jones,  Jeremiah  Solon 
Kay,  Samuel 
Keber,  Jacob 
Kercheval,  Reuben 
Kimball,  Gorham  Gates 
Krcbs,  Charles  Henry 
Lavenson,  Samuel 


Hamilton,  Chas.  Alexander  Leioy,  Louis 


Hammer,  Lather  Kent 
Harbison,  John  S. 
Harmon,  Rufus  Burnham 
Harper,  Thomas 
Harris,  EMias  Bramon 
Harris,  Thomas  Spencer 


Levison,  Jacob 
Levy,  Bernard 
Levy,  Edward  Roger 
Libby,  Warren  Thompson 
Locke,  George  Washington 


Lyon,  Edward 
Harrison,  Hamilton  Carter    Maier,  Jacob  Fred.  William 
Haskell,  Dudley  Haines        Marvin,  Frank  William 
Haymond,  Creed  Merrill,  John  F. 
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BETUBNS  OF  SUBOBDINATE  OHAPTEBS 


IfcConnell,  Thomas 
McCormack,  Charles 
McKane,  John  Hill 
McLaughlin,  William 
Miller,  Peter  Andrew 
Horse,  Stephen  Tamer 
Murphy,  liobert  Wilson 
Oakley,  Peter  Eager 
O'Neil,  James 
Oschner,  John 
Oughton,  Wm.  Edward 
Pacheco,  Romualdo 
Parsons,  Thomas  Joseph 
Peters,  Robert  James 
Phillips,  Louis 
Porter,  James  Nichols 
Patnam,  George  Alfred 
Rademacber,  Charles 


Rath,  Ellas 

Ressgenie,  James  Glason 
Robertson,  John 
Robinson,  Robert 
Rothfeld,  Sigmtmd 
Sawyer,  James  C. 
Scudder,  Charles  Lawrence 
Sims,  Samuel 
Smith,  John  Wm.  Martin 
Smith,  Joshua  Hughes 
Smith,  Mathew  J. 
Smith,  Thomas 
Spinks,  Alfred 
Starr,  Erwin  Piatt 
Steinman,  Bernhard  Ulmer 
Trope,  Peter 
Tubbs,  John  Charles 
Tufts,  Albert  Carrier 


Uli),  Alfred 
Waohhorst,  Herman 
Walker,  Myron  Philo 
Wallquist,  Carl  Johan 
Webster,  Joseph  Richard 
Webster,  Samuel  Excelsior 
Welch,  Benjamin 
Welch,  George  Drake 
Wells,  William  Henry 
White,  George  Amos 
Wick,  Robert  Kerr 
Wickstram,  Carl  Elias 
Wilcoxson,  Jefferson 
Wilson,  Jesse  Warren 
Willard,  David  Wright 
William,  Gilbert  Tapley 
Yoerk,  Augustus  Charles 
Zimmerman,  Christian — 179. 


RESTORED : 
English,  William  Garrison— 1. 

WITHDBA.WN : 

Dupey,  George  English,  William  Garrison  Frank,  Samael— 3. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON.PAYMEMT  OF  DUES : 

Uaholn,  James  Boland       Parnell,  John  Henry       Rothernel,  Charles  Nicholas — 3. 

DIED: 

Bachman,  Rudolph  Ross,  Charles  Henry  Yaillant,  Adam  Clark— 4. 

Nelson,  Alton  Titus 


CALIFORNIA  CHAPTER,  No.  6. 

San  FranoUeo^  San  Francisco  Gonnty. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Tuesdays  in  each  month, 

OI^FICEBS  I 

John  Elbridge  Purdy,  High  Priest, 
Jesse  Combs  Reed,  King, 
John  Werner  Shaeffer,  Scribet 


Samuel  Graves,  Treasurer, 
William  Edward  Moody,  Secretary, 


James  Knox  Polk  Wilson,  Pr,  Sojourner, 

Chds.  Lyman  Haskell,  JioycU  Arch  Oapt., 

Stephen  Henry  Smith,  Master  uf  3d  Vail, 

Hiram  Rosekrans,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

William  Findley  Smith,  Jlfa^tero/  1st  VaU, 


Abraham  Halsey,  Captain  of  the  Host,      Samuel  David  Meyer,  Organist, 

James  Oglesby,  Guard. 


Reuben  Edgar  Raimond, 
William  Henry  Lyon, 
Alexander  Gurdon  Abell, 
Charles  Louis  Wiggin, 
George  Tuttle  Grimes, 
William  Thomas  Reynolds, 
John  Francis  Snow, 
Hiram  Throop  Graves, 
Alfred  Cooledge  Waitt. 
Joseph  Miller  Litchfield, 


Past  Hlffb  Piieatai 

Leonidas^  Pratt, 

Samuel  Graves, 

William  Wilson  Traylor,  P.  G.  H.  P. 

John  Kirkpatrick,  P.  G.  H.  P. 

Thomas  Kyle, 

Charles  Morton  Radcliff,  P.  G,  H.  P. 

Albert  Frederick  Knorp, 

William  Abraham  Davies,  P.  G.  H  P. 

Isaac  Sutvene  Titus,  P.G^H,  P. 
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Angng,  John  Archibald 
Ashbnrjr,  Monroe 
Arrowsmith,  David  Bloomer 
Atkinson,  Thos.  Thompson 
Bateman,  Isaac  Christian 
Beadle,  Donald 
Bell,  John 
Best,  John  Tritten 
Benson,  John  Adelbert 
Berryman,  Henry  Bnrpee 
Blaser,  John  Christian 
Boswell,  Solomon  Bailej 
Bragg,  Robert 
Brannan,  Samuel 
Bridge,  William  Edward 
Brigharo,  Calvin  Oakes 
Brittan,  Nathaniel  Jones 
Bromley,  (George  Tisdale 
Brooks,  Thomas  Hubbard 
Brown,  Roland  Gair 
Browning,  Jeremiah 
Brnner,  Wm.  Happersatt 
Bryan,  Edward  Hord 
Bullis,  Omri 
Bargess,  Tristam 
Callaghan,  Charles 
Campbell,  Robert 
Oastle,  Stephen 
Cecil,  John 
Center,  John 
Ofaapin,  Dinsmore  Davis 
Chevers,  William  Henry 
Chittenden,  Chas.  Redfleld 
Chnrchill,  Clark 
Clary,  William  Henry 
Cockrill,  Theo.  Gaevara 
Coey,  James 
Cox,  Henry 
Cox,  Palmer 
Crawford,  John  Jones 
Crossman,  James  Haskell 
Onmmings,  Walter  Bailey 
Dalton,  Franklin 
Damon,  George  Dimick 
Davis  Edmund  S. 
Davis,  Isaac  Ephinatone 
Davis,  Solomon 
Day,  Franklin  Henry 
Dean,  Peter 
Denny,  Edward 
Dougherty,  Chas.  Medley 
Earl,  John  Ogden 

10 


BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Earl e,' Henry  Halford 
Eastman,  Frank 
Easton,  Wendell 
Edgar,  Dan.  Joseph 
Edwards,  Frank  George 
Elliot,  Gardner 
Elliot,  Charles  Emery 
Ellis,  Henry  Hiram 
Estee,  Morris  March 
Ewell,  Luther  Jerome 
Fake,  George  John 
Farnam,  Edward 
Parish,  Thomas  Edwin 
Farwell,  William  Havard 
Foot,  Henry  DuQuesnet 
Gabbs,  Albert  Steph.  Isaiah 
Garfield,  John  Qnincy 
Garratt,  Benj.  Franklin 
Garratt,  William  Thompson 
Gates,  Horatio  Sylvester 
Gilmore,  Archibald  Neill 
Grant,  Thomas  Chamberlin 
Gray,  William 
Graham,  John 
Graham,  Monkhouse 
Gunn,  William  John 
Hall,  Robert 
Hanscom,  John  Ostinelli 
Harney,  William 
Harrington,  John  Conly 
Hartshorne,  Benj.  Mintom 
Hildebrandt,  Carsten 
Hodge,  John  Graham 
Hotaling,  Anson  Parsons 
Hotchkiss,  Henry  Wells 
Howard,  George  Henry 
Howe,  George  Washington 
Horton,  Thomas  Rotch 
Hughes,  David 
Ingalls,  John  Newton 
Irwin,  James 
Jacobs,  Albert 
Jaynes,  Frank 
JeflTray,  William 
Johnson,  John  Monroe 
Johnson,  William  Gorrie 
Johnston,  Baptist 
Johnston,  William  David 
Jones,  Cyrus  Winship 
Jones,  William  Arthur 
Kelly,  Robert  Gabriel 
Kennedy,  Frank 


Kennedy,  John  Fitzmanrice 
Kimball,  Moses  Combe 
King,  Henry  Lewis 
King,  John 
King,  Joseph  Libbey 
KiDcaid,  John  Evans 
Kuh,  Leopold 
Kaeding,  Chas.  Van  Buren 
Laird,  David  White 
Landers,  John 
Lewis,  Edwin 
Leydecker,  Theo.  William 
Litchfield,  Watson  Dyer 
Lloyd,  Reuben  Hedley 
Louderback,  AndV  And'sn 
Luty,  John  Samuel 
Lyman,  Charles 
Maguire,  Joseph 
Maieas,  Christian  W. 
Maun,  Azro  Levi 
Mary e,  George  Thomas,  Jr. 
McComb,  John 
McCrindle,  William 
MoCuUough,  H.Van  Schaiek 
McLellan,  Donald 
McMath,  Joseph 
Middleton,  Frank 
Miles,  Edward  Mickle 
Miller,  Abram  Isaac 
Montague,  Wilford  Weed 
Moore,  Eliott  Josiah 
Moore,  Robert  Henry 
Morgan,  John  Stilwell 
Morse,  Ebenezer  Eaton 
Morton,  Charles  Gary 
Muller,  John 
Nagel,  William 
Nagle,  George  Dedrich 
Neal,  Charles  Sanders 
Neville,  Ernest  Harry 
Nickerson,  Charles 
Norcross,  Daniel 
O^Conner,  Thomas  Michael 
Osgood,  George 
Oterson,  Herman 
Otto,  Charles 
Parker,  George  Franklin 
Partridge,  Edward  Briggs 
Pendergast,  James  Albert 
Peterson,  Arthur  Simison 
Periam,  Charles  James 
Plum,  Charles  Mortimer 
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BETUBNS  OF  BUBOBDINATE  CHAFTEBS 


Plammer,  Harry  Wilkinson 
Powell,  Robert  Baldwin 
Price,  Thomas 
Prior,  John  Lewis 
Ramsdell,  Benjamin  Hatch 
Reavis,  William  Henry 
Reynolds,  Frank  Bailey 
Kchards,  William  Henry 
Root,  Ira  Colbnrn 
Rnndell,  William  Mason 
Russell,  John  Adam 
Seaton,  Horace  Henry 
Shattnck,  David  Dustin 
Shaw,  Oliver  Bradbury 
Short,  Peter 

Shrader,  Andrew  Jackson 
Skelly,  James  Henry 
Smith,  Adrian  Rassell 
Smith,  Edwin  Lawrence 
Smith,  Henry  Samner 
Smith,  Sydney  Mason 
Spratt,  George  Sterry 


Btadtfeld,  Jacob 
Stanley,  Samael  Lewis  . 
Starbird,  Albion  Wilson 
Stege,  John  Richard 
Steiger,  Charles  Radolphe 
Steiner,  Nicholas 
Stevens,  William  Emerson 
Stoatenboroogh,  J.  Henry 
Stringer,  William  James 
Sullivan,  Eugene  Lemdel 
Sumner,  Frank  William 
Sumner,  William  Brintnell 
Swift,  James  Flitcroft 
Thompson,  John  Henry 
Thompson,  Lucius 
Thomson,  Malcolm 
Thrall,  Henry  Homer 
Torrence,  John 
Trueworthy .Francis  Marion 
Tustin,  William  Isaac 
Tyrrell,  John  Hayden 
Urquhart,  James  Simonson 


Valentine.  John 
Van  Denbnrgh,  Allison 
Van  Dnzer,  Oliver 
Vaughn,  Alphonzo  Hyman 
Wade,  Albert  Patten 
Wadsworth,  James  C.  L. 
Warren,  Joseph  M. 
Waterhonse,  Fred  Adelbert 
Waters,  George  Latham 
Wells,  WiUiam 
Wetherbee,  Calvin  Hale 
Wheeler,  Jacob 
Wilde,  Francis  Brooke 
Willey,  Charles  Johnson 
Willey,  Otis  Freeman 
Williams,  Abraham  Pease 
Williflftns,  John  Henry 
Williamson,  Rob*t  Stockton 
Wilson,  Charles 
Winkle,  Henry 
Wooster,  John  Benjamin 

-253. 


PAST  MASTERS : 
Baker,  George  Frank  Center,  William'-2. 

WITHDRAWN : 
Goewey,  James  Monroe  Holcomb,  William  Austin  Bamlin,  George— 8. 

SUSPENDED  F09  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES  : 


Barth,  Charles  Hunter 
Beach,  Henry  Martin 
Harris,  James  Henry 


Johnson,  John  Charles 
Morgan,  David  Jr. 
Morse,  Amos  Clark 


Schneider,  Edward  William 
Stockman,  John  Milton 
Von  Jeinsen,  Ernest-^-d. 


Ashley,  Sidney  John 
Balch,  Stephen  Moore 
Brander,  John  Samuel 


EXCLUDED ! 
Hodgkins,  Alfred  Randall— 1. 

DIED: 

Craig,  William  Lane,  Edmund 

Freeman,  Benjamin  Horton    Montagnie,  Joseph  E.  de  la 

Laidley,  James  — 8. 


NEVADA  CHAPTER,  No.  6. 

Nerada,  Nevada  Coantjr. 

SicUed  Meetings,  first  Monday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSt 


Thomas  Mein,  High  Pri€St, 

Halsted  SUnsfield,  King, 

Jacob  La  Fayette  Holland,  Scribe, 

Martin  Luther  Marsh,  TYeasurer, 

George  Ransom  Davis,  Secretary, 

Francis  M'n  Hathaway,  Capt.  of  the  Host, 


Ian  thus  Jerome  Rolfe,  Prin,  Sojourner, 
Phillips  Richards,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Kaskill  Caspar,  Master  of^d  VaU, 
James  Donald,  Master  of  id  Vail, 
Daniel  Marsh,  Master  of  \st  Vail, 
William  Holmes,  Guard. 


Past  Ulgh,  Prlestai 

Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, 


Thomas  Mein. 


TO  THE  GRANI)   CHAPTER  OF  GALIFOBNU. 
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Barton,  William 
Boardman,  John  Herbert 
Buflington,  John  Maaon 
Brown,  John  Earle 
Chapin,  Samuel  Leonard 
Chapman,  Allen 
Crandall,  Orman 
Dickson,  John  Hatton 
Dill,  John 

Doryea,  William  Henry 
Ennis,  Franklin 
Fanll,  George 
Fleming  Jos.  Davenport 
Floyd.  William 
Gentry,  Richard  Benton 
Gilbert,  John  Richards 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Goldsmith ,  Abraham 
Hale,  Horace 
Hampton,  Elisha 
Lee,  Brnce  Benjamin 
Long,  William  David 
McBean,  John 
McElvy,  Charles 
McBrown,  John 
Montgomery,  John 
Nelson,  Ole  Amos 
Pease,  Sanford  Orrin 
Powers,  George  8 
Preston,  Edward  Myers 
Randolph,  William  Cooper 
Re  id,  James 
Rich,  Charles 


Roberts,  William  Anderson 

Rose,  David 

Rose,  James 

Sargent,  Aaron  Angnstas 

Sanders,  William  Henry 

Sanders,  Josiah 

Searls,  Niles 

Shaw,  George  Crawford 

Stowers,  Nathaniel  Henry 

Thom,  David  Jr. 

Tilley,  Edwin 

Wheeler,  Matthew  Mitchell 

Williamson,  Levi 

Wing,  Rodney 

Wirth,  James  Albert-60. 


Donald,  Thomas 

EXPELLED: 
Weeks,  William  Hamilton— L 


WITHDRAWN: 
Helm,  James  Harvey 


Marshall,  William  Allen— 3. 

DIED: 
Charles  Marsh,  P.  G.  H.  P.— 1. 


BENICIA  CHAPTER,  No.  7. 

BenlctA,  SoUtno  Ooiutty. 

Stated  Meetings,  Tuesday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon. 

OFFICBRSt 


Timothy  Sage,  High  Priest, 
John  Hoosely,  Kingt 
Edward  Horatio  von  Pfister,  iSori&e, 
John  Raeger,  Treasurer, 
Charles  Spalding,  Secretary, 
George  Poor,  Captain  of  the  Host, 

Past  mgh.  Priest  t 

Timothy  Sage. 

ROYAL  ARCH  MA0ON8 

Mathewson,  John 
McKenzie,  Allen 
Mizner,  Lansing  Bond 


William  R.  Campbell,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Thomas  McKay,  Royai  Arch  Captain, 
Murdoch  Mc  Arthur,  .Master  of  3d  Vaii, 
Joseph  Green  Johnson,  Master  of  2cZ  Vail, 
Archibald  McDonald,  Master  of  1st  Vail, 
Robert  Stewart,  Guard, 


Brownlee,  Thomas 
Danforth,  Edwin 
Grant,  John 
Long,  Michael  Henry 


Pollock,  Robert 
Poulson,  Peter  Wilhelm 
Smith,  William  Henry— 2S. 


WITHDRAWN : 
Woodbridge,  Sylvester — 1. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES: 
Holbrook,  Charles  Edward  Owen,  Jolin  Wren  Westlake,  John— 3. 
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SHASTA  CHAPTER,  No.  9. 

Sliasta,  SlutBt*  County. 

StcUed  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRSi 

Joseph  Weil,  Bigh  Priest,  Louis  Wellendorff,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

William  Ely  Hopping,  King,  Herman  Frederick  Ross,  BoyaJL  Arch  Capt. 

Hugh  Hall  Shnffleton,  Scribe,  John  William  Garden,  Master  3(2  FaiZ, 

Daniel  Porter  Bystle,  TreoMurer,  Ulysses  Richard  Lord,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Adolph  Dobrowski,  Secretary  Alex.  Robertson  Anderson,3faster  \st  VaU, 

EliUah  Mason  Dixon,  Capt,  of  the  Host,  Gunther  Fred.  Ghas.  Schroeter,  Guard. 

Past  Mlgtt  Prlesta  i 

Whiting  Griswold  West,  P.  a.  H,  P.,  Daniel  Porter  Bystle, 

Adolph  Dobrowsky,  Louis  Wellendorlf. 

George  Carruth  Farquhar, 

BOYAL  ABGH  MISONS : 

Allen,  Mortimer  Gherberry  Matlock,  David  B.  Swain,  Alex.  Gartwright 

Anderson,  Gharles  Mitchell,  Marshal  Alex*  Sweet,  Henry  Andrew 

Andrew,  William  Moore,  Joseph  Syme,  John 

Anklin,  Henry  Overmeyer,  Gharles  Edwin  Taggart,  Grant  Israel 

Ghandler,  Fred.  Brewster     Pryor,  Athanasius  Taylor,  Holloway 

Ghappell,  James  Nathan       Regan,  James  Watson,  William 

Goleman,  Adoram  Reinecke,  Christopher  Webb,  John  Paxton 

Qreene,  Thomas  Scammon,  James  Freeman  Weil,  David 

Gnptil,  William  Neal  Scott,  John  Yarner  Wheeler,  Frank 

Higginbotham,  Jno.  Baptist  Shurtleff,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Henry  Ellis 

Martin,  Rnfas  Franklin         Soater,  John  Wimmer,  James  Moses — 47. 

PAST  MASTER: 
Lodge,  Robert  James— 1. 


SUTTER  CHAPTER,  No.  11. 

Sutter  Creek,  Am*dor  Coanty. 

Stated  Meetings^  third  Friday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  t 

John  Whitten  Surface,  High  Priest,  John  Lithgon,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Thomas  Dunlap,  King,  Morris  Brinn,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

William  Sutherland,  Scribe,  David  Thomas  Davis,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Vincent  Lutnesky,  Treasurer,  John  R.  Kerr,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Alonzo  King  Dudley,  Secretary,  David  Anderson  Patterson,  Master  Ist  Vailt 

William  Smith,  Captain  of  the  Host,  John  Jelemina,  Guard. 

Past  Hlurl^  Priests  s 

Alvinza  Hay  ward,  Henry  Peck,  John  Whitten  Sorface. 


TO  THE  OBAKD  OHAPTEB  OF  OALIFOBNIA. 


313 


Adams,  James 
Adams,  John  Qaincy 
Aitkeo,  Robert 
Bailey,  William  Smith 
Bennett,  William 
Berrjman,  Andrew 
Briggs,  Samael  Green 
Bnrleson,  Charles  Drake 
Bary,  Daniel  William 
Callaway,  Abner  Edward 
Campbell,  John  Miss 
Clnte,  Peter  AIodzo 
Comstock,  Asa  Leland 
Cook,  Philemon 
Cosner,  Robert 
Ellis,  Volney  Eaton 
Pagan,  Peter 
Farley,  James  Thompson 


BOYAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Ford,  Henry  Darnell 
Hall,  Henry  Frank 
Henley,  Jonathan  Specker 
Hase,  Samuel  Emerson 
Isaacs,  Bernard 
Kelly,  John  Barnes 
McLean,  Laoghlin 
Mehrtens,  Daniel 
Milliken,  Jesse 
Marchant,  John 
Mazey,  Jesse  Blackburn 
McMarray,  James  William 
Miller,  John 
Newman,  George 
Quids,  John 

Palmer,  Eiiphalet  Charles 
Parkinson,  Manuel  Casado 
Post,  John  McDougal 


Poundstone,  Laurence  Byd 
Purrington,  Columbus  Allen 
Redpath,  Robert 
Reichling,  Peter 
Robinson,  John  Andrew 
Reardon,  John 
Russell,  John  Eiisha 
Spagnolia,  Sylv'r  Giovanni 
Spagnolia,  Benedito 
Steinberger,  John  Adam 
Stewart,  James  Franklin 
Stewart,  Samuel  Decount  R. 
Stevens,  James  Bounty 
Surface,  James  Philip 
Taber,  Frederick  Ketchum 
Walther,  Otto 
Whitlach,  Daniel  Henry 
Woolley,  Eliphus  Burt-  68. 


PAST  MASTERS: 
Robertson,  Peter  Stirling  Perkins,  John  Dabney— 2. 

WITHDRAWN  : 
Rose,  Albert  Henry  Stuart,  Horace  Moulton— 2. 

EXCLUDED  : 
Joy,  Alexander  Cartwright  Manon,  Samuel  Sanford^2. 


MERCED  CHAPTER.  No.  12.* 

Meroed,  Mereed  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  in  each  month. 

OFFICBBSt 


Mark  Howell,  Principal  Sojourner^ 
William  John  Hart,  Royal  Arch  CapiaiUt 
Anthony  James  Meany,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Emery  Wash'n  Chapman,  MaMer  Id  Vail^ 
William  Lewis  Silman,  Master  \st  Fai/, 


Charles  McMnrdo  Blair,  High  Priest^ 

John  Kirk  Barnard,  Kingt 

Charles  Chancellor  Livingston,  Scribe, 

Peter  Dinwiddle  Wigginton,  Treasurer, 

Samuel  Claghorn  Bates,  Secretary, 

Samuel  Mitchell  Brown,  Capt.  of  the  Host,    Samuel  Dickinson,  Guard, 

Past  ^igh.  Priests  I 

Peter  Dinwlddie  Wigginton,  Charles  McMurdo  Blair, 

BOYAL  ABCH  MASONS  : 

Breen,  Nicholas  Hardwick,  Wm.  Jefferson 

Delashmut,  Basil  Jacobs,  Isaac  Henry 

Dickinson,  James  Johnson  Kendrick,  John  Alex. 

Fuqua,  John  Woodson  Lebright,  Frederick 

Grade,  William  Adolph  March,  Silas 


Mark  Howell. 


Adams,  William 
Aiken,  John  McFee 
Becker,  Frederick 
Blackwell,  Henry 
Bradford,  Abram  Clark 


*A0  per  retains  of  last  year.  No  returns  this  year. 
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MortoQ,  James  Salter,  Norman  Franklfn      Wallace,  Erastus 

Meaas,  William  Leland  Scott,  Moses  Heaton  Weed,  William  Seaman 

Rector,  Eldridge  Gerrjr  Simon,  Adolt)h  Welch,  Peyton  Yonng 

Roes,  Henry  Christopher  Stoneroad,  George  Wash'n  Welch,  Lucillns  Arthur— S9. 

PAST  MASTERS  :  WnHDRAWN  : 

Barton,  Thomas  Newton,       Jacob,  Elias,— 2.  Eagleson.  Erastna— 1. 


WASHINGTON  CHAPTER,  No.  13. 

BImrjrsville,  Tuba  County-. 

Stated  Meetings^  second  and  fourth  Fridays  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRS I 

Frederick  Buttleman,  High  Priest,  Lemuel  Trescott  Crane,  Prin.  Sqjoumer, 

Thomas  Hngh  Steel,  King,  Edward  Spencer  Dopay,  R.  A,  Captain, 

Amasa  Willey  White,  Scribe,  Henry  Charles  Lott,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Joseph  Lask,  lyeastirer,  Adoniram  J.  Batchelder,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Thomas  Hngh  Kernan,  Secretary,  Jeremiah  Andrew  Saul,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Ebenezer  Jay  Lockwood,  CapL  of  Host,  Thomas  Weston  Kent,  Guard. 

Paat  Migh,  Prieatat 

William  Lee  Lawrence,        Edmund  Taylor  Wilkins,       William  Fletcher. 
Norman  Dunning  Rideont,    Charles  £.  Stone, 


Aaron,  Frank  Wm.  Howard 
Baird,  George  Hall 
Bams,  Avery  Powers 
Barrie,  John  Fergnson 
Barthe,  Eugene 
Belcher,  Edward  Augustus 
Belcher,  Isaac  Sawyer 
Belcher,  William  Caldwell 
Belding,  Lyman 
Bingham,  Atkins  Clark 
Bockius,  Charles  George 
Bometer,  Charles 
Bradley,  Samuel  Henry 
Burehard,  John  Luther 
Caldwell,  Arthur  Brooks 
Carpenter,  Geo.  Washington 
Chandler,  Melvin  Laveni 
Cheeney,  John 
Cook,  Herman  Albert 
Decker,  Peter 
Dickey,  James  Thomas 
Dobbins,  Thomas 
Dongall,  Thomas 
Eastman,  James  Fred. 
Ellis,  William  Turner 
Emshields,  Victor  Lewis 
Eklond,  John  Peter 


BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Falk,  Lewin 
Friend,  William 
Gerkin,  John  Henry 
Gibson,  Alexander 
Hamlin,  Norman  Scott 
Harvey,  William 
Harrington,  Chris.  Clark 
Harrold,  Ebenezer  Nelson 
Heath,  George 
Hochstadter,  Adolph 
Hochstadter,  Simon 
Hogle,  William  Henry 
Holland.  George 
HoUinshead,  Jos.  Easton 
Hudson,  Edward  Henry 
Hunter,  Enos  Clark 
Hutchinson,  Samuel 
Jones,  William  Price 
Jones,  James  Thaddeus 
Keser,  Louis 
Keyser,  Philip  Walter 
Knight,  David  E. 
Kopf,  Clans 

Lefavor,  William  Franklin 
Logan,  Anderson  Dabney 
Lohse,  Hermann 
Marcuse,  Meyer  A. 


Marcuse,  Marcus 
Marker,  Henry  Bowman 
Mayonx,  Antoine 
McKeehan,Iremona  Hlnkle 
McNutt,  John  Fleming 
McLean,  William  Taylor 
Meek,  Emerson  Emmett 
Millar,  Robert 
Millar,  Thomas  Boyd 
North,  George 
Oakiey,  Amasa  Wilder 
Parks,  William  Henry 
Parkhurst,  Lorenso  Dow 
Patterson,  Charles  Milton 
Reynolds,  John 
Reece,  Thomas  White 
Rogers,  SamU  Josiah  Smith 
Ross,  Samuel  Haws 
Schulenberg,  Adolph 
Slingsby,  William 
Sparks,  Martin  Van  Buren 
Spear,  Andrew  Potter 
Stanwood,  Richard  Gobs 
Stafford,  Joshua 
Stratton,  Cornelius  Allen 
Summerland,  Theodore 
Swain,  William  Caldwell 
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Teegarden,  Eli 
Tomb,  Jacob 
Traynor,  James 
Van  Fleet,  William 


Binney,  Andrew  Jackson 
Cohen,  William 


Walton,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Whitebread,  William  Cezer 
Wilcozon,  Caleb  Blisha 

MABK  MASTEB: 
Gienella,  Yincenzo — 1. 

WITHDBA.WN: 
Cohen, Jacob 


Willey,  Amasa  Parker 
Wilson,  Sanford  Ellis 
Woods,  Matthew^lOB. 


Davey,  John — 4. 


DBOPPED  FROM  THE  BOLL: 
Bassett,  Ira  (M.  If.)      Cady.  Martin  Kellog  (P.  M.)      Strohm,  Thomas  (P.  M.)— 3. 

DIED: 
Drake,  Arthnr  Oilman  Filkins,  Charles  Edward  Scott,  James  Millidge— 3. 


HOWARD  CHAPTER,  No.  14. 

San  Jose,  SanUt  Claim  Connty. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 


Henry  Howard  Cook,  High  Priest, 

Wm.  Osmon  Breyfogle,  King, 

Harry  Barling,  Scribe, 

Betarn  Roberts,  Treasurer, 

Sanfier  Brock  way  Anderson,  Secretary, 

Wilson  Hays,  Capt.  qfthe  Host, 


Wm.  Nicholas  Castle,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Wm.  Henry  Haydock,  Royal  Arch  Capt,, 
John  Christian  Gerdes,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Wm.  Wallace  Dougherty,  Master  2d  Vail, 
Charles  Wesley  Dix,  Master  1st  Vail, 
Jocob  Moser,  Guard. 


Jared  Tamer, 

Wm.  Alex.  January,  P.  G. 


Ackerly,  William  Oliver 
Allison,  William  DeWitt 
Andrews,  Hardage  Lane 
Arnold,  Anstin 
Arnold.  Charles  Henry 
Bennett,  George  Edmnnd 
Bishop,  Sampel  Addison 
Black,  James  Francis 
Blair,  Thomas  Henry 
Bodley,  Thomas 
Boring,  Samael  Watson 
Bradlee,  Ezra  Smith 
Bradlee,  Hngh  Johnson 
Brown,  James  Thomas 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Yancey 
Brown,  Jacob  Newton 
Brownell,  Lyman  Ackley 
Bnzza,  John  Trebilcock 


Past  Migh.  Priests  I 

George  May, 
HP. 

BOTAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Castle,  Alex.  Wilson 
Dunn,  Daniel  C 
Easterday.  Solomon  Warren 
Ellis,  William  Fred. 
Fallon,  Thomas 
Field,  Walter 
Foote,  George  William 
Gardner,  David  Boyd 
Garrand,  Lonis 
Gillooly,  Lawrence  Burke 
Hamilton,  Alonzo  Babbitt 
Headen,  Geo.  Thomas 
Hollenbeck,  Walter  Morr'n 
Holmes,  Parker  Butterfield 
Hopkins,  Isaiah  Litler 
Houhgton,  Henry  Albert 
Howard,  Volney 
Jackson,  William  Andrew 


Wilbnr  Justice  Wilcox. 


Johnson,  Samuel  William 
Jones,  Hugh  Stevenson 
Joyce,  William  Willis 
Keith,  John  Matthew 
Knight,  John 
Knpper,  Joseph  Benjamin 
Lenzen,  Theodore 
Lowrle,  John 
Marston,  Samuel  IngersoU 
May,  Orange  Scott 
Mayers,  Christian 
Menefee,  Joseph  Jefferson 
McClosky,  Thomas 
McDougsU,  Giles  Eggleston 
McKee,  Geo.  Butterfield 
McKenzie,  Donald 
McLucas,  Alexender 
McMurtry,  Willism  Sharpe 
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Middfeton,  Joseph  Traill  Racker,  Joseph  Edmundson  TuUy,  Pleasant  Briton 

Mildrnm,  Charles  R.  Sargent,  James  Pattee         Vandine,  Eben 

Morey,  Harvey  Chapin  Sexton,  William  Warthen,  Albert 

Mott,  John  Scott,  Alexander  Franklin    Watson,  James  Hodges 

Moyle,  Isaiah  Sim,  George  Weller,  Henry  Olp 

Ohnstein,  Oscar  Stephens,  Colambns  Cicil     Wells,  Proctor  R. 

Peacock,  Geo.  Washington  Stockton,  Nathaniel  Hiram  Weymonth,  James  Lambert 

Pritchard,  Edward  Spring,  Thaddeas  Warsaw   Whidden,  Greorge  Akerman 

Reither,  Jacob  Stnrges,  Mahl on  Beach         Woodrow,  Wm.  Lorkin 

Rice,  Harvey  Newton  Tobin,  Michael  Yates,  Lorenzo  Oordin— 103. 

Rowley,  Albanus  Beliger  Tally,  Edward  ChafBn 

WITHDRAWN : 
Dougherty,  Thomas  Cadwalleder         Hewson,  John  Bankson  Groat,  Silas— 3. 

EXOLUDED : 
Bohen,  Daniel— 1. 

DIED: 
Hoyt,  Amasa  James  Wahler,  Joseph  Daniel ~2. 


CYRUS  CHAPTER,  No.  15. 

Treka,  Slsklyon  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  Tuesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  t 

John  Morris  Walbridge,  High  Priest^  James  Vance,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

Wm.  Castleton  Eddy,  King,  Elijah  Carrick,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Abisha  Swain,  Scribe,  Andrew  EdwM  Schwatka,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Wm.  McConnell,  Dreasurer,  Samuel  White,  Master  2d  VaU, 

John  Wm.  Bird,  Secretary,  Francis  Dnmas,  Master  1st  Vail, 

Alonzo  Emery  Raynes,  Oapt.ofihe  Host, ,  Guard. 

Past  ^Igh.  Priests  I 

Daniel  Ream,  James  Vance,  John  Morris  Walbridge. 

Abisha  Swain,  Alonzo  Emery  Raynes, 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Amos,  Thomas  Jones,  John  Johnson  Owens,  Alexander 

Brown,  Alex.  Mitchell  Knights,  George  Horace  Pellet,  Samnel 

Crooks,  And'w  Donaldson    Lang,  Joseph  Jr.  Pyle,  Cartis  Hooper 

Diggles,  Henry  Jonas  Lytle,  James  Alexander  Riley,  Francis 

Doten,  Josiah  Wilson  McConaaghy,  James  Rogers,  Franklin  Angnstos 

Doney,  William  Kise  McCoy,  James  Harvey  Rostetter,  George 

Darand,  George  Monet,  Lonis  Schnackenberg,  Clans 

Fabricias,  And'w  Jackson    Newton,  Joel  Shaw,  Dayid  Henry 

Hessenaner.  John  Nicholls  Nichols,  Henry  Thompson,  John  Waldo 

Horn,  David  Osterman,  Jnrgen  Wadsworth,  Henry — 44. 

Hnseman,  Lonis 

WITHDBAWN  : 

Haserick,  Anton  Stewart,  Granville  Qnincy— 3. 

EXCLUDED: 
Vogan,  James  Harper^!. 
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ST.  JAMES  CHAPTER,  No.  16. 

PlaeerviUe,  E3l  Dorado  County. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 

George  Heirn  Gilbert,  High  Priest,  George  Bamham,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Thomas  Fraser,  King,  Chan.  H.  Weatherwax,  Royal  Arch  Capt, 

Samuel  Jemisen  Alden,  Scribe,  John  Wm.  Deach,  Master  qf  Sd  Vail, 

Gnisseppe  RoIIeri,  Treasurer,  Ohas.  John  Arvidsun,  Master  of  ^d  VaU, 

Frederick  Ferd.  Baras,  Secretary,  Alburn  Jack'n  Blakely,  Master  \st  Vail. 

Chaa.  Fitzgerald  Irwin,  Capt.  of  the  Host,  Carlo  G.  Celio,  Guard. 

Past  Mlgtk  Prieata  i 

Frederick  Ferdinand  Barss,       Robert  Chalmers, 
George  Heirn  Gilbert, 

BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS  ; 

Barlow,  Geo.  Washington     Dantz,  Paul 

Blanchard,  Geo.  Granville    Gel  wicks,  Daniel  William 

Bowe,  Edward  Tonng  Hamel,  Henry 

Broad,  Charles  Hume,  James  Bunyan 

Cajstile,  Thomas  John  Hunger,  Frederick 

Chalmers,  George  Kennedy,  Andrew  Jackson  Taghtmier,  Frederick 

Chalmers,  Robert  Lohry,  Adam  Verrozza,  Marco 

Christie,  Andrew  Jackson    Mack,  George  Franklin 

Crowder,  Jeremiah  Jackson  Murray,  Nelson  Heury 

Culbertson,  And.  Thompson 

DROPPED  FROM  THE  BOLL  : 
Phillips,  George  W.,  (P.  M.)— 1. 


Charles  Fitzgerald  Irwin. 


Miller,  Daniel  Rice 
Norton,  Daniel  E. 
Page,  Horace  Francis 
PeircO)  Charles  Caleb 
Plumado,  Frank  Hilair 


Van  Yoorhies,  Ralph  Jos'h 
Wonderlich,  John  Peter 

—40. 


WITHDRAWN : 
Tarman,  Byron  Isaac— 1. 


LIBANUS  CHAPTER,  No.  17. 

loifra  HtU,  Placer  County. 

Stctted  Meetings,  Saturday  of  or  next  succeeding  FuU  Moon. 

OFFICERSt 


James  Ross,  High  Priest, 

Edw'd  Geo.  Spencer,  King, 

Jonathan  Mitchell  Smith,  Scribe, 

John  Schmitt,  lYeasurer, 

John  Butler,  Secretary, 

John  GK)uld  Biabee,  Capt.  of  the  Host, 


John  Floyd  Van  Divier,  Frin.  Sojourner, 
Pet'r  Newlar  Juergenson,  Roy. Arch  Capt. 
James  Jasper  Rich,  Master  3d  VaU, 
Henry  Stemple,  Master  2d  Vail, 
WilUs  Fish  Gould,  Master  1st  VaU, 
Chester  Hackett,  Guard. 


William  Clinton  Rich, 

Barrett,  Adams 
Cameron,  William 
Chinn,  James  Weeks 
Christy,  William 
Coker,  Qould  Carlton 
Develey,  Henry  K. 

11 


Past  High,  PrIesU  i 

James  Ross, 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Hughs,  Richard  Rogers 
Ingersoll,  Darius 
Jacobs,  James  Monroe 
Jones,  Jehoaikim 
Just,  John  Peter 
Lewis,  Robert 


William  Whipple  Poole. 

Mill,  WilUam 
Mitchell,  Edward 
Mitchell,  John  Henry 
Smith,  William 
White,  William  K. -31. 


318 


BETDBNS  OF  STTBOBDINATE  CHAPTEB8 


G-RASS  VALLEY  CHAPTER.  No.  18. 

Graas  Valley,  Neirada  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  monlh. 

OFFICBRS  I 

Edwftrd  ColemaD,  High  Priest,  Thomas  John  Mitchell,  Prin,  Soj'oumer, 

Jonathan  Converse  Cloogh,  Kingt  Theodore  H.  Wilhelm,  Royal  Areh  Capt,, 

Alexander  Stoddard,  Scribe,  Alfonso  Morehoase,  Master  of  3d  Vail, 

John  Crisp  Coleman,  Treasurer,  John  Bnrnett,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

Chas.  Henry  Mitchell,  Seoreiary,  James  Champion,  Master  of  1st  VaU, 

Wm.  Gordon  Hudson,  Capt,  of  the  Host,  Edward  Houston  Whitney,  Guard, 

Past  Hlipli  Prl«sta  t 

Alfred  Barrett  Dibble,  Alex'r  Buchanan  Brady,  Reuben  Leech. 

William  McCormick,  Edward  Coleman, 


BOYAL  ABCH  MASONS 
Anderson,  AugHus  Peyton    Gad,  Bernard 


Anderson,  Robert 
AngoTe,  John 
Bann,  John  Frederick 
Berg,  Alfred 
Binkleman,  David 
Bonivert,  Paschal  Joseph 
Bryan,  John  Albion 
Bryan,  David 
Bryant,  William  Henry 
Bumie,  Alexander 
Caddy,  Richard 
Catron,  William 
Olift,  William 
Coomb,  William 
Coombe,  William 
Crocker,  John  Rosa 
Dorsey,  John  Jacob 
Douglas,  William 
Dunston,  William 


Gluyas,  James 
Goad,  John  Cornelius 
Granger,  Samuel 
Hand,  William  Dawson 
Hand,  William  H. 
Halleck,  Joseph 
Harris,  Stephen  Mitchell 
Hatch,  Martin  Payne 
Hill,  George  Washington 
Hooper,  James 
Husom,  Andrew 
Johnston,  Peter 
Jones,  William  C. 
Kendig,  Daniel 
Lawrence,  John 
Long,  Stephen 
Lowrey,  Richard  Daniel 
Major,  John  Newton 
Mitchell,  William  Henry 


Fairhnrst,  Geo.  Washington  Moore,  Stephen 
Findley,  Thomas  Noall,  James 

Fricot,  Jules 

WnHDBAWN : 
Lathrop,  Solomon 


Noel,  Richard 
Noel,  Jumes  Clymer 
Noonan,  Patrick 
Peers,  Joseph 
Polglase.  John 
Price,  Briscoe  Hugh 
Rhatigan,  John 
Rowland,  Louis  Jerome 
Sanders,  John 
Saxon,  Edward 
Saxon,  James 
Smith,  Charles  Woolson 
Spencer,  William  Kenyon 
Stephens,  Henry  Randall 
Stoddard,  Orlando 
Stoddard,  Walter  S. 
Stokes,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  John  Lyons 
Thompson,  John  Burns 
Vincent,  George 
Walker,  Thomas  RoUa 
Watt,  William— 83. 


Cross,  Thomas— 2. 


TRINITY  CHAPTER,  No.  19. 

Weaverrille,  Trinity  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each  nundh, 

OFFICERS  t 

Wiley  James  Tinnin,  High  Priest,     ,  John  Wm.  Philbrook,  Prtn.  Sojourner, 

John  McMorry,  S^ng,  Joel  Chilton  Wood,  Royal  Arch  Capt. 

James  Harvey,  -Scribe,  Champion  W.  Smith,  Master  qfZd  VaU, 

Otto  Ydmers,  Treasurer,  David  Warden,  Master  Id  Vail, 

Morris  Franklin  Griffin,  Secretary,  Peter  Paulsen,  Master  1st  Vail, 

James  Madison  Pickett,  Capt»  of  the  Host,  Charles  John  Aug.  Goering,  Ouard, 
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Wiley  JamoB  Tinnio, 

Black,  Peter  Patterson 
Deiner,  Gotleib  Fred 
Eastman » Charles 
Given,  William  Gashing 
Haas,  Gotlieb  Frederick 
Harvey,  Alflred 


Past  High.  Prlestai 

John  Clifton  Mason,  Olo  Christian  Christiansen. 
BOTAL  ABGH  MASONS : 

Irwin,  John  Gwin  Baab,  Lonis 

Lowden,  Marshall  Horace  Bowles,  James 

Lowden,  William  Spencer  Smiley,  John  Wesley 

Miller,  Thomas  Love  Van  Matre,  George 


Mosser,  John 
Paulsen,  Jacob 


PAST  MASTEB : 
Anderson,  Robert  Lawrence — 1. 

WITUDBAWN  : 
Ruch,  Michael— 1. 


Whitehead,  Adolph— 31. 

MARK  MASTEB: 
Mortimer,  George — 1. 


FRANKLIN  CHAPTER,  No.  20. 

OroTllle,  Butte  County. 

Stated  Meetings t  first  and  third  Thursdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSi 


Thomas  Callow,  High  Priest, 
David  King  Perkins,  King, 
Charles  Hart  Wilcox.  &Ti^«, 
Frederick  John  Becker,  Treasurer, 
Arthur  McDermott,  Secretary, 
Louis  Simons,  Captain  of  the  Host, 

Past  Hlflfb  Prlesta  t 


Wallace  Homer  Chappell, Priri.  Sojourner, 
William  Edmonds,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 
David  Bright  Hays,  Master  of  Zd  VaU, 
Floyd  Tabor,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 
Thibaud  Heintz,  Master  oflsi  VaU, 
John  Constantino  MitcheU,  Guard. 


Thomas  Callow, 
Charles  Fayette  Lott, 

Beall,  John 
Block,  Joseph 
Branscomb,  John 
Buchanan,  Philander 
Burroughs,  Charles 
Byler,  Eldridge  Mallard 
Davis,  Edward  Jennings 
Dyer,  Geo.  Washington 
Faulkner,  Thomas 
Gallinger,  Abraham  B. 
Glass,  Lonis 

Bean,  Jackson 
Kenney,  Leander 


George  Clement  Perkins, 
Arthur  McDermott, 


Thomas  Jarrett  Jenkins, 
George  Henry  Crossette. 


BOYAL  ABGH  MASONS  : 

Goodday,  Louis  Parkfer,  Ralzemond 

Grubbs,  Richard  Champion  Plum,  Nathaniel  Dunbar 


Hendricks,  Thomas 
Hewitt,  John  Boughton 
Hida, Jehu 

Hundley,  Patrick  Ogilsby 
JacksoD,  St.  John 
Lawson,  Andrew  Jackson 
Logan,  James  Columbus 
Meredith,  John  Robert 
Nelson,  John 


Powell,  David 
Ruggles,  Elijah  Starr 
Shear,  George 
Sparks,  Ebenezer  Morrison 
Stearns,  Amos  Kics 
Wagner,  Frank 
Wells,  Michael  Henry 
Young,  Henry  G 48. 


PAST  MASTERS: 

Gray,  John  Carleton— 2. 

MABKMA8TEBS: 

McDermott,  William  Patrick— 2. 

DIED: 
Rollins,  Daniel  Fletcher— 1. 
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SIERRA  CHAPTER,  No.  21. 

Do^rnleTille,  Sierra  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Saturday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon. 

OFFICERS  I 

William  Thompson  Lather,  High  Priest,  Alexander  Picken,  Principal  Sojourner » 

Benjamin  Paoly,  King,  Hiram  George  Weir,  Royal  Arch  Captain^ 

Lewis  Byington,  Scribe,  Joseph  Berg,  Master  of  3d  Vail, 

Henrj  Haddon  Purdy,  D-eaMirer,  George  C.  Martin,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

William  Ryan,  Secretary,  John  August  Blohm,  Master  of  1st  VaU, 

Henry  Strange,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Peter  Thatcher,  Guard. 

Past  Migtk  Prieatai 

Henry  Warner,  Washington  Cicero  Doud,  William  Thompson  Lnther. 

BOTAL  ABGH  MASONS : 

Abbey,  George  Henry  Eschbacker,  Franz  Antoine  Peacock,  James  Richard 

Anderson,  Andrew  Gale,  John  Ross,  John 

Asher,  Alexander  Branch     Gnnsolus,  William  Henry      Sbawness,  John 
Bernhardt,  Lewis  Hanley,  WiUiam  A.  Stewart,  Samuel  Curtis 

Bradbury,  John  T.  Hartliog,  Valentine  Thom,  Alexander 

Busch,  August  Christopher  Jones,  John  Oscar  Thomas,  Henry 

Clute,  John  Howard  Malone,  Rowland  Cusin        Wallace,  Hiram  Wilsey 

Creveling,  Elemuel  N.  L.      McGregor,  James  West,  John  Thorrensues 

Crooks,  James  Brown  McNanghton,  James  Wilkins,  William — 42. 

Ellery,  Henry,  Jr. 

DIED: 
Koutz,  John  Parsons,  Nathan— 2. 


PETALUMA  CHAPTER,  No.  22. 

Petalnma,  Sonoma  Coiutty. 

Stated  Meetings  J  first  and  third  Mortdays  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRS  : 

James  Singley,  High  Priest,  John  Wm.  McClymonds,  JPrin.  Sqjonmer, 

James  Huline  Knowles,  King,  Wm.  Hazen  Rugg,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Alexander  Lackey,  Scribe,  William  Emory  Cox,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Joseph  Martin  Bowles,  ITeasurer,  Herman  Albert  Heineken, Mastered  VaU, 

Josiah  Hor  Crane,  Seer^ary,  John  Baur,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Marcus  Dyatheka  Goshen,  Capt.  of  Host,    William  Samuel  Eeays,  Ouard. 

Past  Hinflft  Priests  I 

Jamea  Singley,  Benjamin  Franklin  Tuttle,     Oscar  Valentine  Walker. 

TbomtM  Jefferson  Graham, 
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Allen,  William  Thomas 

Anderson,  James  Wright 

Bean,  Ashael  Adams 

Biehler,  William 

Carpenter,  William 

Dreyfnss,  Edward 

Fairbanks,  Hiram  Tohbert    Pierce,  Abraham  Jewell 

Haskell,  William  Barnabas  Polk,  Charles  Ephraim 


BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Haabrick,  Leonard 
Kahn,  Achille 
Kuffel,  Isaac 
Maguire,  James  Foster 
Merritt,  John 
Moffit,  John 


Schroyer,  Aaron 
Bhone,  Thomas, 
Taft,  Hiram  Fayette 
Tempel,  Conrad 
Tomasini,  Louis 
Tomasini,  Jaliano 
Yoeman,  Charles 
Young,  Henry  Joseph— 89. 


WITHDBAWN : 

Carder,  Denison  Delos       Clouett,  Henry  Felix  Stockwell,  Murenos  Vincent.— 3. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES :  DIED  : 

Farley,  Francis  Hall— 1.  Hoffhian,  Adam  Joseph— 1. 


OLIVER  CHAPTER,  No.  23. 

Forest  Hill,  Placer  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Saturday  after  Full  Moon, 

OFFICBRS  I 


Ambrose  Hall  Cowden,  High  Priest^ 

Christian  VoUand,  King, 

Abner  W.  GofT,  Scribe, 

Martin  Bamum  Tubbs,  Dreasurer, 

Joel  Franklin  Smith,  Secretary, 

Erskine  Allen,  Captain  qfihe  Bost, 


Francis  Walker  Allen,  Prin.  Sojourner,    . 
Jacob  Lock  Welker,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Peyton  Powell,  Master  ofBd  Vail, 
James  Hodges,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 
Charles  Trafton,  Master  of  1st  VaU, 
,  Guard, 


Rossell  Parkhnrst, 


Past  Wkgh,  Priests  i 

James  Russell  Glover, 

BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 


Ambrose  Hall  Cowden« 


Allen,  John  E. 
Byrd,  Jacob  Warwick 
Blnmenthal,  Louis 
Breece,  Abram 
Carter,  John  Franklin 
Davis,  John  Floyd 


Jones,  John  D. 
Lynd,  Charles 


Dewey,  Chas.  Hitchcock 

Fast,  John  Henry  Adolph 

Hosmer,  Daniel  Mansfield  Tickle,  John 

Hosmer,  Thomas  Norwood  White,  Walter  Raleigh 

Huntley,  Asahel  Willard,  Simeon  Sylvester 

Johnson,  Magnies  Williams,  Richard— 81. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES  :  DIED  : 

Cravens,  Robert  Oscar— 1.  Penman,  William  Alexander— 1. 
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LA  FAYETTE  CHAPTER,  No.  24. 

OamptonTille,  Tuba  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  I\iU  Moon, 

OFFICERS  : 


Richard  Mont,  High  Priest^ 
William  Alexander  Meek,  King, 
Carlos  Frederick  Mansar,  Scribe, 
Josiah  Perkins  Brown,  TreaMurer, 
Stephen  Spencer,  Secretary, 
David  Henry  Landecker,  Capt,  of  Host, 


John  George  McLellan,  Prin,  Sojowmer, 
Valentine  Cook  McMurray,  R,  Arch  Capt 
Silas  Sherman  Baker,  Master  of  3d  VaU, 
David  Calvin,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 
Joseph  Henry  Fnller,  Master  of  1st  VaU, 
Peter  Russell,  Guard, 


Josiah  Perkins  Brown, 
Richard  Mont, 

Arnott,  James 
Baker,  Richard 
Beaman,  John  Henry 


PaatHlflflft  Prleatai 

Joshna  Hatchings  Variel, 
Valentine  Cook  McMnrray, 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Covey,  Eugene  Beauharnais 

Elias,  Isaac 

Gibson,  William  Walker 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES: 
Baxter,  John — 1. 


John  George  MoLellan. 


Morrow,  Otis  Nelson 
Nelson,  James 
O'Hara,  Charle8~22. 


G-EORG-ETOWN  CHAPTER,  No.  26. 

Georfl^etoi^ni,  El  Dorado  County. 

Stated  Meetingsy  Saturday  of  or  next  succeeding  Full  Moon, 

OFFICERS  I 


Ellison  Lassell  Crawford,  High  Priest, 

Solomon  Adam  Berry,  King, 

Edwin  R.  Pease,  Scribe, 

Elijah  Harper  Watson,  Treasurer, 

Isaac  Priestly  Jackson,  Secretary, 

Henry  Warren  Russell,  CapL  of  the  Host,  John  Paul  Jones  Davison,  Guard. 

Past  Hlflfb  Priests  t 

Henry  Warren  Russell, 
Geo.  Washington  Hunter, 


Samuel  Doncaster,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Thomas  Edward  Jones,  Royal  Arch  Capt,, 
Giosni  Bassi,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Tinsley  Burton  Epps,  Master  2d  Vail, 
Rinaldo  Fillipini,  Master  1st  VaU, 


William  Roush, 
John  Ernest  Kunkler, 
Samuel  Doncaster, 


John  Dodd  Skinner, 
James  Moon. 


BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Anderson,  William  Carey      Jillson,  Emmett 
Benjamin,  De  Witt  Clinton    Lagerson,  Frederick 
Garter,  John  Elliot  Lawyer,  John  Jay 

Downs,  John  L.  Maltby,  Henry  Grove 

Dnnahoo,  Wm.  Washington  Markle,  John  Alexander 
Fleishman,  Jacob 


McNevin,  Henry  Patrick 
Pedrini,  Cipriano 
Pedrini,  Massimino 
Spencer,  Willis  Eugene 
Wade,  John— 33. 
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Doncaster,  Richard  Jr. 


Armstrongt  Thomas  Z. 


WITHDBAWN: 

EXCLUDED : 

DIED  : 
LaDgley,  Charles— 1. 


Forbes,  Lorenzo  Dow — 2. 


Nye.  Samuel  Porter— 2. 


OAKLAND  CHAPTER,  No.  26. 

Oakland*  Alameda  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Jirst  and  third  Thursdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSt 


Thatcher  Peter  Wales,  High  Priest, 
Benjamin,  Akerly,  King, 
Jeremiah  Elkins  Wbitcher,  Scribe, 
Samuel  Hirshberg.  treasurer, 
James  Lentell,  Secretary, 
Wm.  Burt  Clayton,  Cdpt,  of  the  Uo»l, 


Wm.  Van  Voorhies,  PHnoijxiZ  Sojourner, 
John  Clark  Irwin,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Pat'k  James  Cnnningbara,  Master  3d  VaU, 
John  J.  Newson,  Master  2d  Vait, 
Frank  Howard  Brooks,  Master  1st  VaU, 
John  Ross,  Guard, 


Jeremiah  Elkins  Wbitcher, 
Bei^amln  Akerly, 

Ayres,  William  Henry 
Bagge^  Christian 
Block,  Emanuel  David 
Bolton,  William 
Carlton,  George  Henry 
Carrick,  John  Willard 
Chisbolm,  John 
Cooms,  Henry 
Conley,  Charles 
Cordes,  Paul  Henry 
Crane,  William  Watrons 
Cashing,  Clinton 
Delger,  Frederick 
Dieves,  Joseph 
Elliott,  Matthew 
Even,  John  Henry 
Francis,  Samuel 


Pratt,  Daniel  Webster 


Past  Hiflfb  Prlesta  i 

Thatcher  Peter  Wales, 


William  Burt  Clayton. 


B07AL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Gabb,  William  Moor 
Gemmell,  Alexander 
Greenwood,  Jacob 
Grosso,  Constantine 
Haelke,  Hellwig  Leopold 
Harwood,  Wm.  Douglass 
Henninger,  Frederick 
Hill,  William  Henry 
Hillebrand,  Henry 
Hitchcock,  Henry  Elisha 
Hobbs,  Levit  Moses 
Howe,  Micah  Mead 
Jansen,  Ernest  F.  George 
Kennedy,  William 
Luelling,  Oregon  C. 
Mann,  Bepjamin  Franklin 
Marsh,  Charles  Pan  tier 

MASK  MASTER : 
Gardiner,  James  Todd — 1. 


McCord,  William  P. 
McKeen,  Albert  At  water 
Milligan,  Henry  Gilbert 
Nolan,  Stephen 
Rasmussen,  Hans 
Reid,  Charles  Wood 
Ruth,  John 
Searing,  William 
Shattuck,  Francis  K. 
Shimon,  John  Lewis 
Smith,  Elzaphan  Ithamon 
Snyder,  Lyman  Nutt 
Trogden,  Willy  Henderson 
Warner,  Franklin 
Watson,  William  Callaghan 
Williams,  Mark  Anthony 
Zabol,  Julius— 63. 


WITHDRAWN : 
Rector,  Ludwell  James         Tirrill,  La  Fayette— 3. 
DIED: 
Becht,  Joseph— 1. 
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DELTA  CHAPTER,  No.  27. 

Anbnm,  Placer  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Thursday  qf  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon. 

OFFICBRSi 


John  Thompson  Kinkade,  Higk  Priest, 

Edward  Frederick  HoUey,  King, 

Orrin  Whitcomb  Holienbeck,  Scribe, 

Benjamin  Dalany  Dunham,  Treasurer, 

David  Wlademer  Lubeck,  Secretary, 

Charles  John  Hell  wig,  Capt,  of  the  Host,    John  Mc  Bride,  Guard. 


John  Matthias  Falweiler,  Prin.  Sojourner  , 
Adrian  Stone  Whittemore,  R.  A.  Oaptain, 
Geo.  Wash'n  Applegate,  Master  Zd  Vail 
Thomas  Dickinson,  Master  2<2  Vail, 
William  Barter,  Master  \st  Vail, 


John  Riggs  Grandall, 

Borland,  James 
Barchard,  James  Philo 
Coleman,  Timothy 
Connor,  John  Michael 
Cartis,  Henry  Chittenden 
Ertle,  John 
Green,  William  George 
Griffith,  Griffith 
Harper,  Thomas  Barrell 


Past  Hlflfb  Prleata  t 

Charles  John  Hellwig, 

ROTAL  ABGH  MASONS : 

Laven,  James  Andrew 
Levison,  Isidor 
Lindsey,  Joseph  Alex. 
Lux,  Francis  Antone 
Mullen,  William  Henry 
Pratt,  Jonathan  Davis 
Predmore,  Gera  Bretton 
Rasing,  Edward  8. 
Schuetze,  Albert  Henry 


John  Thompson  Einkade. 

Schuetze,  Wm.  Frederick 
Shepherd,  Michael  Harper 
Smith,  Edward  Guy 
Stone  cipher,  Isaac 
Taylor,  John  May 
Waldron,  Mahlon 
Ward  well,  Jarius  Vespasian 
Winders,  John  Robert— 39. 


STOCKTON  CHAPTER,  No.  28. 

Stockton,  San  Joaqnin  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  fourth  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRSi 


George  Alex.  McKenzie,  High  Priest, 

William  Graham,  King, 

Isaac  Lothrop,  Scribe, 

Edward  Richard  Hedges,  Treasurer, 

Lemuel  Elisha.Lyon,  Secretary, 

Doran  L.  Campbell,  Captain  of  the  Host,    Thomas  Driver,  Guard. 

Paat  Hiirlft  Priests  i 

Edward  Richard  Hedges, 
Thomas  Kent  Hook, 

BOTAL  ABCH  MASONS: 

Bailey,  Lamertine  Edward  Brown,  Philip  Thomas 

Bargion,  Peter  Brntschy,  Charles 

Belding,  Charles  Buckley,  Wm.  Samuel 

Beritzhoff,  Alex.  Charles  Caine,  John 


Royal  Bellows  Parker, 
Gilbert  Burnett  Claiborne, 


Edward  Scott,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Joseph  Fyfe,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Geo.  Faulkenb'h  Smith,  Master  Sd  Vail, 
Julius  Robert  Steiny,  Master  2d  VaU, 
James  Edgar  Requa,  Master  1st  VaU, 


Alexander  Chalmers. 


Choate,  Thomas  Baker 
Cooper,  Calvin  Savage 
Daniels,  James  Moore 
Dyke,  Ozro  D. 


Berry,  Frederic  T. 
Bertrand,  Louis 
Bond,  Morris  Hartwell 


Campbell, Wash. La  Fayette  Eldridge,  Edward  Doane 
Castle,  Christ'r  Champlin     Eldridge,  Samuel 
Cavis,  Joseph  Mills  Elliott,  Lyman  Weston 
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Evans,  Oeorge  Bpofford        Keeler,  William  Henry  ShartlelT,  George  AognBtQB 

Fanning,  Howard  Malcomb  Kirkland,  William  Smith,  James  Caldwell 

Fletcher,  Willard  Franklin    McCleary,  John  Stewart,  Frank 

Fraser,  Philip  Barry  Milco,  Nicola  Stockton,  Elias  Alonzo 

Foote,  Henry  Lewis  Misener,  Norman  Samner  Swain,  Cornelius 

Gardner,  Thomas  M.  Norton,  Edward  Taylor,  Hugh  WoodrnflT 

Harrold,  Nathaniel  Siggons  Orr,  Nelson  Mills  Taylor,  Ed.  H'y  Coortnay 

Hickman,  Edward  Peters,  Joseph  D.  Thresher,  Minord  Spragoe 

Hildreth,  George  Francis     Phelps,  Joseph  Larose  Tilghman,  George 

Hodgkins,  Henry  Ranney,  Sullivan  Thompson,  John  William 

Hosmer,  John  Allen  Roseman,  Ferdinand  Tucker,  Frederick  Man 

Hughes,  Henry  John  Seilnacht,  Frank  Vance,  John  Anderson 

Ireland,  Elias  Selden,  James  Richard  Waterman,  Sylv'r  Dexter 

Jackson,  John  Rob't  Scott  Shaw,  Henry  Coffin  Wright,  John  Bascomb~80. 
Jamieson,  Andrew  Richard 

MARK  MASTEB: 

Barnes,  Harvey  Stephen — 1. 

WITHDBAWN : 

Davies,  William  Abraham  Littlehale,  James  Titus,  Isaac  Sutvene-4. 

Jockers,  David 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES  : 
Kingsley,  James  Forman       Roberts,  John  Arthur       Stephens,  Eben  Shephard— 3. 

DIED: 
Hume,  James  Kelsey,  John  Milton— 2. 


MANZANITA  CHAPTER,  No.  29. 

Nortlfc  Son  Juan,  Nevada  County. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  Friday  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 

John  Storer  McBride,  High  Prieti,  Frank  Napoleon  Morris,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

Oeorge  Gummings  Spooner,  King^  Henry  Hudson  Rich,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 

Joseph  Gordon  Dickson,  Scribe,  Charles  Edw'd  Lancaster^  Muster  Sd  Vail, 

John  Ambrose  Seely,  lYeasurer,  Jacob  Jepsen,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Elon  White,  Secretary,  Thomas  Harris,  Master  let  VaU, 

John  McCoy,  Captain  of  the  Host,  William  Dunning,  Ouard, 

Past  High,  Prtestai 

John  Ambrose  Seely,  John  Benedick  Hunter,  John  Storer  McBride. 

BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 

Atwater,  Henry  Bremont,  Camille  Gustavo    Freeman,  Thomas 

Ayer,  Leonard  Barney  Cadwallader,  Niram  Furth,  Simon 

Bank,  Frederick  Chisholm,  James  German,  John 

Beard,  James  Edward  Cull,  Henry  Helwig,  John  Henry 

Bell,  Vincent  George  Cunard,  James  Henry  Hickman,  John  Claybome 

Buhring,  Louis  Davis,  William  Morgan  Huff,  William 

Butler,  Patrick  Henry  Fitter,  John  Inder,  Job  Staples 

12 
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Jepsen,  Otto  Christiaii 
McCallongh,  James 
McMurray,  Robert 
McNulty,  Henry 
Morgan,  John  Thomas 
Netter,  Nathan 
Noblet,  William  Berry 


Ovitt,  Alonzo  Willis 
Phillips,  Reuben 
Powell,  Reginald 
Reddington,  James 
Stone,  John 
Stokes,  David 


PAST  MASTER: 
Lewelyn,  Daniel— 1. 


Swan,  Anson,  Bnrlingame 
Thomas,.  Richard 
Treanor,  James  McWade 
Trood,  William 
Tacker,  Joseph  Bernard 
Westerfield,  Wm.  Jackson 

-^3. 


DIED  : 
EflSnger,  John  Henry — 1. 


NAPA  CHAPTER,  No.  30. 

Napa,  Napa  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Fridays  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRS  t 


William  Bradford,  High  Priest, 
Beeby  Robinson,  King, 
William  Henry  Holllday,  Scribe, 
Peter  Van  Bever,  Treasurer, 
Henry  Howard  Horstmeyer,  Secretary, 
Robert  Cronch,  Capt,  of  the  Host, 


Henry  Hay  Enapp, 

Armstutz,  Henry  Lonis 

Briggs,  Sebra 

Brown,  Jacob  Barry 

Carver,  Dnmsdill  Burr 

Clark,  Samnel  Gilman 

Corwin,  Louis  Marion 

Davis,  James  Richardson 

Drysdale,  Jas.  Summerfield  Hoover,  John 

Ellis,  Frederick  Plammer      Mecklenburg,  Joseph 

Everts,  Charles  Nicholas 

PAST  MASTER  : 
Hawkes,  John— I. 


Henry  Hay  Enapp,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Daniel  Bur  re  11  Parks,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 
William  Andrews,  Master  ofZd  VaU, 
Francis  Ashbury  Miller,  Master  of  2d  VaU, 
John  Ferdinand  Zollner,  Master  oflsiVail^ 
Amos  Smith  Enapp,  Guard, 

Past  Hlflflft  Priesta  i 

Robert  Crouch,  Ralph  Ellis. 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 
Fisher,  William  Frederick     Sampson,  Andrew 


Ford,  George  Wellman 
Getz,  Marcus 
Greer,  Thomas 
Haas,  David  Leopold 
Haas,  Martin  Luther 
Hart,  George 


Sayward,  James  Wheaton 
Schoenwald,  George 
Shaw,  Matthew 
Smith,  Wm.  Corbanns  S. 
Sterling,  Robert  Henry 
Tucker,  Nion  Robert 
Willoby,  John  Gilman 
Wines,  Charles  Buckley 

—41. 

WITHDRAWN  : 
Blake,  Charles  Mbrris— 1. 


MARTINEZ  CHAPTER.  No.  31. 

Martinez,  Contra  Costa  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Monday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon. 

OFFICBRS  I 


Thomas  Allen  Brown,  High  Priest, 
Lewis  Cass  Wittenmeyer,  King, 
Simon  Blnm,  Scribe, 
William  Morrill  Hale,  I^fio^urer, 
George  At  wood  Sherman,  Secretary, 
William  Henry  Buckley,  Oapt.  of  Host, 


L«?dior  Weiss,  Principal  Sojourner, 
William  Girvan,  RoyaX  Arch  Captain, 
Solomon  Newberger,  Master  of  3(2  VaU, 
Barry  Baldwin,  Master  of  2d  VaU, 
John  Tucker,  Master  of  1st  VaU, 
Daniel  Fraser,  Guard. 
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Warren  Brown, 
Thomas  Allen  Brown 


Bennett,  George  J 
Carter,  Thomas  Orlando 
Compton,  William 
Fernandez,  Bernardo 
Ghiilagher,  Henry  Clay 
Gray,  James 
Hard,  Roswell  Burt 
Lambert,  Hiram 


Paat  Hlfb  Priests  i 

Hiram  Mills, 
William  Morrill  Hale, 

BOTAL  ABGH  MASONS  : 

Mathews,  Felix  A. 
Moore,  John  Adams 
O'Brien,  John  Conlin 
Rankin,  James 
Buggies,  Charles  Augustus 
Shepard,  Mark 
Shreeve,  Benjamin 


Lewis  Cass  Wittenmeyer. 


MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER: 
Tours,  Jacobus — 1. 


Slitz,  John 
Troy,  John  Henry 
Turner,  Benjamin  Coffin 
Wall,  George 
Walker,  James  Toomay 
Wiggins,  George 
Wright,  George  Creighton 

—36. 

PAST  MASTER: 
Sharp,  Smith  Robinson— 1. 


LOS  ANGELES  CHAPTER,  No.  33. 

Los  Anifeles,  I<us  Ann^eles  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  Monday  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 


Samuel  Calvert  Foy,  Bigh  Priest, 

Anson  Brunson,  King, 

Solon  William  Craigue,  Scribe^ 

Samuel  Meyerv,  lYeasurer, 

Wm.  Henry  Archibald  Kidd,  Secretary, 


Thomas  Edwin  Rowan,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Moritz  Morris,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Peter  Thompson,  Master  3d  VaU, 
Gabriel  Allen,  Master  Id  Vail, 
Michael  Edward  Ryan,  Master  \st  Vail, 


Abraham  Wolf  Edelman,  Capt.  of  the  Host,    Herman  Neidecken,  Guard. 


Abraham  Wolf  Edelman, 

Barrows,  Hepry  Dwight 
Baruch,  Jacob 
Baasett,  James  Madison 
Bennett,  Silas 
Boffnm,  William  Mansfield 
Brnnning,  Henry  Nicholas 
Bums,  James  Franklin 
Butler,  George  Rawson 
Campbell,  A.  Melancthon 
Cohen,  Solomon 
Crawford,  James  Seth 
Downey,  John  Gately 
Ducommon,  Charles  Louis 
Fisher,  Edward  Emerson 
Grymes,  George  Anderson 


Past  Hlflfb  Priests  I 

Henry  Sayre  Orme, 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 

Hammel,  Henry 
Hewitt,  Elbridgc  Edward 
Hinds,  Georgo 
Jackson,  Robert  Everett 
Jacob,  Lewis 
Jacoby,  Nathan 
Jaeger,  Lewis  J.  F. 
Lambie,  William  Thomas 
Lambourne,  Frederick 
Lazzarovich,  John 
Lecouvreur,  Frank 
Levy,  Michel 
Loew,  Jacob 
Melton,  William  Jasper 


Francis  Pliny  Fiske  Temple. 

Meyerstein,  Herman 
Michaelis,  Marcus 
Narbonne,  Nath'l  Andrew 
Portugal,  Adolph 
Reynolds,  John  Jefferson 
Ryan,  Andrew  William 
Spence,  Edward  Fablis 
Spratt,  James  W. 
Salter,  Anton 
Stannard,  Benjamin  Asa 
Stanway,  Thomas  S. 
Temple,  Thomas  Workman 
Weston,  Benjamin  S. 
Yappi,  Frederick  George 

—68. 
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WITHDBAWN  ; 

Chapman,  William  Smyth     Holmes,  Arthur  Child        Reiser,  Theodore 

Davis,  Philip  Holmes,  James  Gilmore     Stanley,  John  Qaincy  Adams 

Glen,  James  Newton  Martin,  William  Thomas  —8. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES  : 

Higby,  Christopher  Columbas— 1. 

DIED: 

Allanson,  Horace  Story  Goldstein,  Simon  Workman,  William— 4. 

Bardick,  Thomas  Henry 


ALTURUS  CHAPTER,  No.  84. 

I«a  Porte,  Plmnaa  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Jirst  Saturday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 

• 

Maxwell  Gaddis  Hill,  High  Priest,  John  Wesley  Jenkins,  Prin.  Sojourner, 

Benjamin  Jacob  Sammons,  King,  Mark  Schofleld,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

John  Donglas,  Scribe,  Charles  Smith,  Master  of  3d  VaiL, 

Benjamin  Wilcox  Barnes,  Treasurer,  George  McCload,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

Dixon  Brabban,  Secretary,  Robert  Pagan  Patterson,  Ulaster  Ist  VaU, 

Roderick  Sutherland,  Capt.  of  the  Host,  Charles  William  Hendel,  Guard. 

Pn«t  Misflk  Priests  I 

Abel  McFarland,     Benj.  Wilcox  Barnes,     Ellas  Anderson,     John  Wesley  Jenkins. 

BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Boring,  Isaac  Campbell  Kling,  Francis  Joseph  Schaltz,  John  Frederick 

Chittenden,  Henry  Hatfield  Lloyd,  John  Preston  Small,  Jacob 

CloQgh,  Greenleaf  Greeley  McFarland,  John  Can*  Stone,  Edwin 

Cox,  George  Washington  McFarland,  Thos.  Alonzo  Thomas,  John  Hiram 

Dempster,  James  Robson,  August  Frederick  Thorn,  William  Daris 

Descombes,  Francis  Rnppert,  Charles  Yariel,  Robt.  H'y  Fanntleroy 

Dwinel,  Aaron  Lorenzo  Schofleld,  Miles  Ward,  William — 86. 
Edwards,  James  Edwin 


NAVAL  CHAPTER,  No.  36. 

Vallejo,  SolAno  ConiiLty. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 

Frank  Douglas  Mead,  High  Priest,  James  Roney,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Roland  Jackson  McDaniel,  King,  John  Abram  Spencer,  Roy€U  Arch  Capt,, 

John  Thomas  Darr,  Scribe,  Robert  Adrian  Williams,  Master  Zd  VaU, 

Edward  Thompson  Starr,  Treasurer,  Cyrenins  Blackman  Denio,  Master  2d  VaU, 

George  Fayette  Mallett,  Secretary,  Martin  Jeremiah  Wright,  Master  let  VaU, 

Jonathan  Bond,  Captain  of  the  Host,  John  Thompson,  Guard. 
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John  Mills  Browne » 
Mattison  Myers, 


Past  Higlk  Priests  t 

Osgood  Hilton, 

Alex.  Hopkins  Hichbom, 


Armstrong,  Ellis  Thompson 
Aden,  Bemmer  Johan 
Aden,  Remmer  Melchert 
Anderson,  Henry 
Benas,  Benjamin 
Brown,  Roswell  Homer 
Brown,  Frank  Ekiward 
Brownlie,  John 
Bruce,  Henry 
Batler,  Orrin  Hartwell 
BertoBcky,  Alex.  Bertosch 
Carter,  James 
Carter,  William 
Chandler,  Robert 
Crowley,  Thomas  Jefterson 
Clawson,  August  Ernst 
Clark,  William  Henry 
Drake,  Frank 
Drake,  Jeremiah 
Edgcombe,  Joseph  Collins 
Farley,  Dallas  Jones 
Fassett,  Thomas  Odion 
Ferrebee.Nel'n  McPherson 
Prey,  John 

Frisby,  William  Edward 
Garland,  Frank 
Gottschalk,  Charles 


BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Grove,  Charles 
Gunning,  Alfred  Henry 
Haas,  Solomon  Leon 
Hallin,  Christian  Theo.  B. 
Haskin,  Enoch  William 
Harrier,  Daniel  Webster 
Henderson,  Orington  Lunt 
Higson,  Frederick  Delmer 
Hilborn,  Samuel  Greely 
Hobbs,  Isaac 
Holmes  Ensign  Kimball, 
Irving,  Andrew  Kerr 
Jordan,  James  Howland 
Laviera,  Frank 
Little,  Samuel 
McCobb,  Abiel  Henry 
McLees,  Edmund 
HcPike,  Andrew  Jackson 
Miller,  Peter  Brewer 
Miller,  George  Harrison 
Morse,  Charles  Alonzo 
Perkins,  Alonzo 
Pettis,  William  Henry 
Phillips,  James 
Plaisted,  George  Pomroy 
Powell,  Abraham 
Robinson,  Jno.  Buckingham 

MARK  MASTER: 
Thomas,  John — 1. 


George  Fayette  Mallett, 
Charles  Daly. 

Rogers,  David  William 
Ross,  David  Campbell 
Rothenbosh,  Peter 
Rounds,  George 
Ruthe  rf or d ,  David 
Sailor,  John  Henry 
Savage,  Thomas 
Bhillingsburg,  William 
Sides,  George  Elvin 
Smith,  John  Daniel 
Snow,  Hiram  King 
Taylor,  Isaac  Byron 
Titcomb,  John  Locke 
Toothaker,  Harvey  Puringt^n 
Topley,  James 
Tripp,  William  Henry 
Voorhies,  Albert  Parsons 
Wall,  John  Charles 
West,  Daniel 
Whitman,  Russell. 
Wilson,  William  Cason 
Wilson,  Albion  Paris 
Wilson,  George  Wilkins 
WillatB,  Edward  Albert 
Williston,  John  Edward 
Wright,  Gilbert  LaFayette 

—88. 


Root,  William  Champion 


DIED: 
Stahl,  Henry 


Woods,  George  Washington— 3. 


ALAMEDA  CHAPTER,  No.  36. 

Oakland*  Alam«d«  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Wednesdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSt 

William  Addison  Walter,  High  Priestt  James  JohnsonlPorter,  Prin.  Sojourner^ 

Albert  William  Collins,  Ring,  Edw'd  Edmund  Potter,  Royal  Arch  Capt. 

Frank  Worthy  Gushing,  Scribe,  Elvin  Dunn  Farrington,  Master  ofZd  Vail, 

Charles  Henri  Fred'k  Braun,  TYeasurer,  Wm.  Morrow  Graham,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

James  Edward  Ingols,  Secretary,  Jos.  Francis  O'Beirne,  Master  of  Ist  Vail, 

Jesse  Walton,  Captain  of  the  Host,  James  Dods,  Guard. 
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Past  mglx  PriesUi 

Alpheas  Fuller  Williams,     James  Dods, 
Nathan  Weston  Spanlding,   Walter  Laidlaw, 


Allardt,  George  Frederick 
Antisell,  Thomas  Mnrphy 
Atchison,  Bezaleel  Merritt 
Baker,  Alfred  Septimus 
Ball,  Ambrose  Everett 
Bartlett,  Pliny 
Batchelder,  James 
Benton,  John  Elliot 
Boone,  William  Ely 
Bones,  Samuel  West 
Borland,  Archibald 
Bradley  John  Tilford 
Burleson,  Charles  Myron 
Bnrrell,  Alfred  William 
Case,  Isham 
Chappellot,  Felix 
Cunningham,  Parian  B 
Craib,  William 
Crawford,  John  William 
Cuahing,  John 
Cutting,  James  Ripley 
Davis,  Charles  Edmund 
Duncan,  James  Wesley 
Dusinbury,  Myr.  Thompson 
Dwinelle,  John  Whipple 
Elliot,  WaHhington 
Emery,  Joseph  Stickney 
Pairchild,  Os'r  Lew»n  Cr'd'l 
Felton,  John  Brook 
Foulkes,  James  Franklin 


BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Gaskill,  Rolin  Carolus 
Goodrich,  John  Van  Buren 
Gordon,  Jas.  Smith  Oilman 
Greenman,  Harmon 
Gurnett,  William  James 
Hamilton,  Laurentine 
Hardenbergh,  Isaac 
Harmon,  John  Brown 
Haven,  Charles  D wight 
Hazelhurst,  William 
Healy,  Jesse 
Irwin,  Harry  Frost 
Knickerbocker,  Niles 
Knowles,  Calvin  Call 
Kutz,  George  Fitzgerald 
Lagrange,  Oscar  Hugh 
Lamping,  Peter  A 
Lancaster,  Joseph 
Loring,  George  York 
Marston,  Benjamin  Sewall 
Mastic,  Joseph  Wood 
Mather,  Solon  Henry 
McGilivray,  Joseph 
McGuire,  Jessy  Milton 
Metcalf,  George  Dickson 
Miller,  Robert  Baird 
Miller,  William  Noble 
Miller,  Peter 
Moore,  Albert  Alphonso 
Palmer,  Charles  Theo.  Hart 


Thomas  Jefferson  Arnold, 
John  Barton  Harden. 


Palmer,  Cassins  Clay 
Pardee,  Enoch  Homer 
Phillips,  John  Waterman 
Pinkerton,  Thomas  Hamil 
Pinney,  George  M 
Banlett,  Horace  Dodge 
Beichling,  Francis 
Rodolph,  Frank  Beqnette 
Rutherford,  Chas.  Board'n 
Sessions,  Edward  Cathcart 
Shakespear,  David 
Sherman,  William 
Shorey,  Albert 
Skinner,  Isaac  Ash 
Smith,  James  Dale 
Tibbals,  John  Sherman 
Tubbs,  Hiram 
Van  Dyke,  Walter 
Walker,  George  Russell 
Ward,  Robert 
Watson,  John  Braddock 
Webber,  Mack 
Webster,  Edgar  Jerome 
Wescott,  Edward  Willson 
Williams,  Robert  Neal 
Willson  William 
Winchester,  John  Packer 
Younger,  William  John 
Yule,  John— 106. 


PAST  MASTERS: 
Craven,  Harry  Smith  Everson,  Wallace  Underwood,  Henry  Dayton — 3. 

RESTORED:  WITHDRAWN : 

Harden,  John  Barton — 1.  Matthews,  Henry  Edward — 1. 

EXCLUDED  : 

Bigelow,  Henry  Holmes     Warner,  Alex.  Lafayette     Daugherty,  Littleb'y  Napoleon 

—3. 
DIED: 

Wheeler,  Alanson— 1. 
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SILOAM  CHAPTER,  No.  37. 

CoUkz,  Placer  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 


Alexander  Gibson  Oliver,  High  PiHesi, 

William  Bainbridge  Storey,  King, 

Leopold  Lobner,  Scribet 

William  Barrows  Hayford,  Treasurer, 

Morris  Lobner,  Secretary, 

Manton  Alfred  Himes,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Leland  Cadjew,  Ouard, 

Pmat  mgh.  Prleatai 

Jacob  Hart  Neff,  P.  Q.  H.  P. 


George  Colburn  Cabot,  Prin,  Sojourner, 
James  Cook,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Thomas  Beden,  Master  of  Bd  Vail, 
Jas.  Barrows  Hayford,  Master qf  2dVail, 
William  Provan,  Master  qf  1st  Vail, 


Allen,  Lorenzo  Thomas 
Bradley,  Elisha  Lafayette 
Cloadman,  Octavias  King 
Coffin,  Isaac  Tibbitts 
Disqae,  Henry 
Eshback,  David  Meyer 
Graham,  Bobert  Hill 
Hodgdon,  James  Peverly 
Holmes,  James 


BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS 

King,  Thornton 

Kopp,  Charles  Mann 

Kruger,  William  Henry 

Lekamp,  John  Henry 

Making,  William  Swift 

Mnrphy,  Bernard 

Nichols,  Thomas  Jefferson    Tolman,  Rafns  Jenkins 


Melvin  Syms  Gardner. 

Parks,  James  Harvey 
Peden,  Albert  Oliver 
Rathbnrn,  John  Bell 
Rodgers,  Joseph 
T^iomas,  John  Tonng 
Thomas,  Ephraim  Mariner 


Osborn,  Robert  Smith 
Osborn,  Watson  Brown 


Johnson,  Gosta's  Adolphas  Oliver,  William  Gibson 
PAST  MASTER : 
Marx,  Charles— 1. 


Vincent.  Nicholas 
Yoss,  Louis — 43. 

WITHDRAWN: 
Endean,  William— 1. 


SANTA  CRUZ  CHAPTER,  No.  38. 

Santa  Orus,  Santa  Crns  Connty. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  Ihiesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSt 


Peter  Richmond  Hines,  High  Priest, 

Lewis  Schwartz,  King, 

Henry  Skinner,  Scribe, 

Samnel  Arnold  Bartlett,  ly-easurer, 

Frederick  Adams,  Secretary, 

George  Peter  Lake,  Captain  of  (he  Host,  Edmund  Wellington,  Guard. 


Barnhart  Wise,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Thomas  Amner,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Wm.  Nelson  Commings,  Master  3d  VaU, 
Richard  Thompson,  Master  2d  VaU, 
Charles  Henry  Lincoln,  Master  1st  VaU, 


Bias,  William  Henry 
Blackburn,  Daniel  Drew 
Chase,  John  Day 
Danbenbiss,  John 
Ely,  William 
Felker,  William 


Past  Hlgtk  Prlecti 

John  Murray  Brown. 

BOTAIi  ABOH  MASONS 

Fitch,  Edwin 
Fagan,  Pierce  Bye 
Hall,  Richard  Harrison 
Hinds,  David 
Kiiborn,  Fred.  Augustus 
Green,  Kaufman 


McKiernan,  Charles 
Perky,  Frederick  George 
Smith,  John  Morgan 
West,  Edward  Swift 
Williams,  Edward  Lawrence 

—30. 
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,  WITHDRAWN: 

Bender,  Edward  Simons,  Ephraim  Israel— 2. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES: 
Colling,  George  Ullmer        -  Jones,  Lorenzo  Allen— 2. 


DONNER  CHAPTER,  No.  39. 

Tmckee,  Nevada  County. 

Stated  Meetings  J  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  t 


William  Joab  Shinn,  High  Priest^ 

George  Shaeffer,  Kingy 

Giulio  Beanda,  Sori&f , 

Hiram  Whitehead  Roberts,  Treasurer^ 

Julias  Adolph,  Secretary^ 

Jehn  Davis  Park,  Coj^in  of  the  Host, 


Benj.  Franklin  Bacon,  Prin.  Sojourner^ 
Joseph  Dearborn  Hilton,  Royal  Arch  Oapt. 
David  Walter  Leach,  Master  of  3d  Vaii, 
Wilson  Shannon  Dixon,  Master  of  2d  Ya\l, 
Michael  Luzenbnrger,  Master  1st  Vail, 
Rassell  Hunter  Chandler,  Guard, 


Elle  Ellen, 


Bernard!,  Jnlins  De 

Bittencourt,  Thomas  Maria  Harris,  Jacob 


Past  Hiflrh  Prieatai 

Charles  Fayette  McGlashan. 
BOTAL  ABGH  MASONS : 
Hanton,  Daniel 


Brickell,  Edward  John 
Campbell,  William  Baker 
Davis,  Jonathan 
Doan,  I>a timer  Emery 
Douglas,  John 
Danster,  George  William 
Forsyth,  Thomas 
Frates,  Frank 


Hill,  William  Henry 
Hoag,  Jacob  YanDnzer 
Hoy,  James  Wellington 
Hutchinson,  John  T 
Hyslop,  Robert 
Jaquel,  Julian 
Jessett,  William 
Joesink,  Bern.  Hendricus 
Johnson,  Hogan 


Marzen,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Merrill,  Harvey 
Morrison,  William 
Nichols,  Albert  8 
Peck,  Nelson  Stanley 
Rabel,  Frank 
Royal,  George 
Richardson,  George  Wash. 
Richardson,  Warren 
Shields,  Michael 
Stirling,  James 
Wood,  George— 62. 


Gaylord,  Eben  Hills 

Graham,  Andrew  Jackson    Marzen,  Joseph 

Hamilton,  Edward 

WITHDBAWN : 

Whitmore,  James— 1. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES: 
Holt,  Andrew  Jackson  Hamilton,  Edward— 2. 


RED  BLUFF  CHAPTER,  No.  40. 

B«d  Blnli;  Tebama  Count  jr. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Saturdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSt 


John  Clements,  High  Priest, 
Adoniram  Judson  Loomis,  King, 
James  Bartle  Roberts,  Scribe, 
Charles  Abijah  Campbell,  JY'easurer, 
Horace  Allen  Mahew,  Secretary, 


Robert  Hurd  Blossom,  Prin,  Sojounier, 
Henry  Ohas. Richart,  Royjl  Arch  Captain, 
William  B.  Cahoone,  Master  of  Sd  VaU, 
Wm.  Clark  Campbell,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 
Hans  Hansen,  Master  of  1st  Vail, 


Herman  Henry  Wiendieck,  Capt.  of  Host,   Ellis  Reiser,  Guard, 
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Ballard,  Cartis  Darkee 
Banks,  Jerome 
Bettis,  Rawaon  Soatherland 
Boice,  Thomas  Cartmill 
Beecher,  Gastavas  Winfleld 
Cadwallader,  Charles 
CameroQ,  James  Strong 
Campbell,  Rembrt  Hughes 
Champlin,  George 
Collins,  Henry 
Cone,  Joseph  Spencer 
Copeland,  Hosmer  Curtis 
Elkins,  Henry  Marrett 
Galland,  Joseph  Barnett 
Gedney,  David  Wetmore 


Past  Uigtk  Priect  i 

Adoniram  Judnon  Loomis. 

ROTAL  ABGH  MASONS: 

Griggs,  Sidney  Allen 
Hale,  John  Steward 
Healy,  Lucien  Bonaparte 
Houghton,  Francis 
JeiTreys,  George  Woodson 
Kingsley,  George  Leeman 
Lewis,  Edward  Jefferson 
Merrill,  Nathaniel 
Miller,  Francis 
Misch,  Mayer 
Nagle,  Peter  Buck 
Parker,  William  Boyd 
Phillips,  John  Waterman 
Posner,  Max 
Puis,  George 


Rawson,  Hiram  Allen 
Ryan,  Thomas  R. 
Say  re,  Edwin  Weaver 
Schoenfeld,  Solomon  David 
Schoenfeld,  Jeremiah 
Schroeder,  Aug.  G.  Barnhart 
Stokes,  John  Gardner 
Swain,  Theodore  Steven 
Thomas,  Samuel  8. 
Vestal,  Frank  A. 
Wadsworth,  Silas  Marsden 
Welton,  Lamson  Scoville 
Williams,  Manly  Delos 
Wilson,  Henry  Clay— 56. 


MASK  MASTTEB  : 
Howard,  William  Henry— 1. 


TEMPLE  CHAPTER,  No.  41. 

Wataon-irille,  Santa  Oraa  Conmty. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRSi 

William  George  Hudson,  Bigh  Priest,  John  Nelson  Bease,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Alexander  Chalmers,  King,  Columbus  Chas.  Jones,  Royal  Arch  Capt., 

Michael  Gagnon,  ISoribe,  George  Arthur  Trafton,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Jeremiah  Sheldon  Chapman,  l^easurer,  James  Austin  Linscott,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Charles  Lewis  Thomas,  Secretary,  David  Medcalf  Aldrich,  Master  Ist  Vail, 

James  Martin  Rodgera,  Capt,  of  the  Host,  Lewis  Allen  See,  Guard, 


James  Martin  Bodgers, 
William  Wallace  Rosa, 

Abbott,  Carlisle  Stewart 
Andrews,  Bela  Sargent 
Ashley,  James  H. 
Blankenship,  James  Allen 
Brewington,  Geo.  HVimilton 
Brown,  James  Hiram 
Brownstone,  David 
Card,  George  Boardman 
Craig,  Andrew 
Flint,  Thomas 
Fowler,  Charles 
Friermuth,  Hervy  Weston 

Brown,  John  Bernard 

13 


Past  Hlnflft  Prleata  t 

James  Waters, 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Goldwater,  Julius  Abraham 
Greenbanm,  William 
Ingham,  James 
Landrum.  William  Merimon 
Martin,  Enos  James 
Mank,  Edwin  Franklin 
Mitchell,  Charles  Edward 
Moffatt,  Thomas 
Morris,  Moses 
Mynatt,  Elvin  Farrar 
Payne,  John  Sydney 


John  Nelson  Besse. 


Porter,  John  Thomas 
Phelan,  Martin 
Putnam,  Azro  Carlston 
Rea,  Jus  William 
Rea,  Samuel 
Reeves,  Henry  Francis 
Stroud,  Tracy 
Trafton,  John  Edmund 
Van  Doren,  William 
Warner,  Henry  Conrad 
Williamson,  William— 48. 


PAST  MASTERS: 

Halsted,  James  LaFayette— 2. 


384,  BETUBMS  OF   BUBOBDINATE  OHAPTEBS 

CHICO  CHAPTER,  No.  42. 

Cliloo,  Bntta  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Mondays  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRSt 

Robert  Emmett  Warren,  High  Friegt.  Garrett  Wells  Walraven,  Prin,  Sofoumer, 

Edward  Cayler  Nichols,  King,  Henry  Preston  Holmes,  Eoycd  Arch  CapL^ 

Frank  Mason  Jackson,  Scribet  William  Tomes  Tarner,  Master  of  3d  Vail, 

Alexander  Hill  Crew,  Treasurer,  Rochester  York  Rahdel,  Master  of  2d  Vaii, 

Oliver  H.  P.  Tanqnary,  Secretary,  Lauritz  Hansen,  MaMer  of  Ist  VaU, 

Chailes  Faalkner,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Jesse  Wood,  Chaplain, 

Ira  Alston  Wetherbee,  Guard, 

Past  HliTl^  Priests  t 

Charles  Lonis  Pond,  Rafos  Macagah  Cochran,  Garnot  Coartland  Mason* 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS  : 

Bailey,  Addis'n  Melancthon  Oifford,  Albert  Jadson  Morse,  Orson  Dajrton 

Batchelder,  Hiram  Treat      Oraye8,Foantain  Colambas  Nelson,  Charles  Anderson 

Bennett,  Isaac  Rngg  Gaynn,  Pleasant  Medrian      Noonan,  Jerry  Childs 

Bidwell,  John  Hamblin,  Geo.  Lawrence      Papst,  Albert 

Bfdwell,  Abram  B  Heath,  William  Daniel  Papst,  Charles  James 

Boucher,  Josiah  Haughton,  Jos.  Richardson  Robinson,  John  Rose 

Bradley,  William  Leroy        Hoole,  Edward  Sawyer,  Alexander 

Chapman^  Augustus  Harley  Hnbbs,  Benjamin  Albert      Springer,  Watson  King 

Colby,  Gilbert  Winslow        Hibbard,  Albert  A  Stevens,  Warren  Charles 

Daniels,  Samuel  L  Ketchum,  John  Addison       Stilsou,  Charles  Louis 

Davison,  James  King,  William  Duncan  Taylor ,  George  Matteson 

Decker,  James  Madison        Leininger,  Obadiah  Turner,  John  Calvin 

Dodson,  Thomas  Hulen         Mcintosh,  Lewis  Harrison    Turner,  John  Alphonso 

Durham,  Wm.  Wellington     Miller,  Charles  Alton  Warren,  Cyrus  Greenleaf 

Durham,  George  Wardell      Mitchell,  James  Ewing         Wayland,  Joseph  Franklin 

Elliot,  John  Patrick  Montgomery, J. W.Bradford  Young,  Alexander— 68. 

Gamer,  John  Mortimer 

MARK  MASTERS: 

Breed,  Levi  Newton  Jones,  Benjamin  Franklin  Yan  Woert,  William— 3. 

EXOLTTDED : 
Clark,  James  Bimey  Holbrook,  Charles  Henry  Murdoch,  William— 3. 

DIED  : 
Moore,  Thomas  Jefferson  Montgomery,  John  Newton— 2. 


SOLANO  CHAPTER,  No.  43. 

Salsnn,  Solano  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  ISdl  Moon, 

OFFICERS  t 

Jerome  Bonap'e  Richardson,  High  Priest,  Oscar  Rapier  Coghlan,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Jacob  Henry  Bauman,  King,  James  Monroe  Yance,  Royal  Arch  Oapt., 

Julian  Buel  Hoyt,  Scribe,  Adeline  L.  Chapman,  Master  of  3d  Vail, 

William  Kimball  Hoyt,  Treasurer,  Freeman  Hnnniwell,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

Columbus  Palestine  Reeves,  Secretary,      Sam'l  Anthony  Morris,  Master  cf  1st  VaU, 
Allen  Charles  Miller,  CapL  of  the  Host,       William  Gustavus  Davisson,  Guard, 
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William  Sewall  Wells, 

Capell,  James  Smith 
Cerkell.  Wolf 
CLarles,  Abner  Elias 
Dinkelspiel,  Adolph 
Emigh,  Thomas  Powell 
Gardner.  George  Gordon 
Hoyt,  George  Adolphus 
Jones,  Joseph  Pickle 
l^ithead,  William 


Wendell  Joseph  Fairbanks. 


Past  mgtk  PrimfU  i 

Stephen  Kirby  Nurse, 

BOYAL  ABOH  1£A80NS : 

Longmire,  Daniel  Reeves,  Duke  Davis 

Marston,  Jeremiah  Hobbs  Robbins,  Ruel  Drinkwater 

McCrary,  Daniel  Robinson,  John 

Bfiller,  Meredith  Rains  Smith,  Sampson 

Moore,  Arthur  Stamper,  Joseph  Wolf 

Perkins,  Eben  Dorman  Stewart,  Samuel 


Pietzockie,  Bfarsell 
Pine,  Oharles  Andrew 
Puole,  Josiah 


Stevens,  William  Bell 
Tyrrell,  John  Hayden-^9. 


WITHDBAWN: 
Knorp,  Albert  Frederick  Tyrrell,  John  Hayden— 2. 


VISALIA  CHAPTER,  No.  44. 

Tiaalla,  Tvlare  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Saturdays  in  each  month. 

OFFICEBSt 


Robert  Chidley  Broder,  High  Priest, 

William -Harland,  King, 

Oscar  Stephanus  Johnson,  Scribe, 

John  William  Crowley,  Treasurer, 

Julius  Jacob  Mack,  Secretary, 

Benj.  Lafay'e  Conyers,  CapLofthe  Host, 


RichM  Hubb'd  Stephens,  Priii.  Sojourner, 
John  Tuohy,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Theodore  Spencer,  Matter  of  3d  Vail. 
James  Edward  Denny,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 
Berry  Spencer  Kirkland,  Master  Ist  Vail, 
Alpha  Hayden  Glasscock,  Ouard. 


Past  HItfli  PrleaU  t 

Andrew  Henderson  Broder,  Robert  Chidley  Broder. 


Bacigalupi,  Theodore 
Baker,  Martin 
Branks,  Robert 
Brower,  Celsns 
Byrd,  Pleasant 
Chatten,  Richard 
Coleman,  John  Wiley 
Compton,  Warren 
Creigbton,  Samuel  Gray 
Crowley,  Benjamin  Green 
DavisBon,  Israel 
Eaton,  Mathew 

EXCLUDED: 
Nelson,  Swan  P.— 1. 


BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Elkins,  Abiel 
Esrey,  Justin 
Gilroy,  Launcelot 
Guggenheim.  Leon 
Barten,  Isaac  Monroe 
Hackett,  Henry 
Hockett,  John  Benjamin 
Henry,  Albert  Reece 
Jourdan,  Francin 
Kelly,  Thomas  Almareno 
Murray,  Abram  Hunter 
Nelson,  Edward  Peter 


Owen,  William  Rensallear 
Parker,  Basil  Gaither 
Parker,  Jeremiah 
Russell,  William  Alex. 
Smith,  George  Welworth 
Stoneman,  Finis  Ewing 
Tracy,  Perns  Sprague 
Ward,  Joseph  Clarence 
Wells,  Morgan  James 
Wells,  John  Thomas 
Wingfield,  Charles  Roiiseau 
Woods,  Edward  Powers— 49. 


EXPELLED: 
Lansing,  Samuel  Judson— 1. 


336  RETURNS   OF   SUBORDINATE   CHAPTERS 

SANTA  ROSA  CHAPTER,  No.  46. 

SantA  Rosa,  Sonoma  Cooitty. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Wednesdays  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  t 

Elijah  Thompson  Farmer,  ^gh  Priest,  Robert  Press  Smith,  Jr.,  Prin.  Sqfoumer, 

Edward  Neblett,  King,  Fran's  Marion  Caldwell,  Boynl  Arch  Cap(., 

Peter  A.  Hailman,  Saibe,  Robert  Kirtley  Hays.  Master  of  3d  Vail, 

John  McCuUoagh  White,  TYeasurer,  David  Cox  Nicoll.  Master  of  2d  Vail. 

William  Strom,  Secretary,  Henry  Davis  Rassell,  Master  of  1st  Vail, 

Aag.  Leaoder  Fisher,  Capi.  of  the  ffott,  Julias  Carrillo,  Ouard. 

Past  HliTl^  Priest  t 

Adolphus  Leigh  Fitzgerald. 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Achnff,  Jesse  Newton  Falkerson,  Theodoras  S.       Maddox,  Lorenzo  Dow 

Anderson,  Wm.  Lafayette  Gannon,  James  Mathews,  John 

Andrews,  Peter  Gordon,  James  Burns  McCowen,  George 

Baxter,  Thomas  P.  Glynn ,  Fran's  Jerome  Bon'e  Mcllmoil,  John 

Beam,  Jeremiah  Griggs,  Joseph  Henry  Overton,  Albert  Berry 

Bond,  William  Hammett  Hewlett,  Edmnnd  Palmer     Parks,  David  Harrison 

Brown,  Samael  Hoffer,  Charles  Aagastus      Percival,  Walter  V 

Brown,  John  Holmes,  Chas.  Hazelwood    Prindle,  William 

Caruthers,  Thomas  I^ngley  Holme8,Henderson  Phineas  Taylor,  John  Shackleford 

Daiton,  Thomas  Benton  Hoover,  Abram  Thompson,  Robt.  Augu's.  Jr. 

Davis,  Elisha  Lacy  Howell,  Frank  Newton         Wade,  John  Frederick 

Davis,  William  Wallace  Jackson.Ed. Newton  Barnes  Walker,  John 

Davisson,  Daniel  D.  JohuMon,  Melville  Wood,  Benjamin  Seawell 

Donohoe,  Jeremiah  Henry  Johnson,  James  George        Wright,  John  Ripley. 

Duncan,  Daniel  Johnson,  William  Thomas    Wright,  Joseph 

Dancan,  James  P  Knox.  John  Thompson  Wright,  James  Madison 

Estinghausen,  Wm.  Adams  Korbel,  Anton  Francis  Wright,  James  Calirornia 

Fickas,  Adam  Label,  Hermon  Toang,  Bird  Sidney— 67. 

Fortson,  John  Thomas 

MARK  MASTERS: 

Hughes,  John  Legg,  Amos — 2. 

WITHDRAWN  : 

Baker,  Henry  Piatt  Hoyt,  Austin  Witham  Thornton,  Geo.  Alexander 

Head,  Robinson  —4. 


WOODLAND  CHAPTER,  No.  46. 

Woodland,  Yolo  Conitty. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBBS  t 

Thomas  Cross  Pockman,  High  Priest,  John  Lowry  8impson.  Prin.  Sojourner, 

(veorge  Jermain  Cole,  King,  Temple  Perrin  Magee,  Royal  Arch  Capt. 

James  Viers,  Scribe,  Frederick  Miller,  Master  of  3d  Vail, 

John  Dixon  Stephens,  Treasurer,  Adam  J.  Steiner,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

James  Kerson  Smith,  Secretary,  James  Porter  Bnllock,  Master  of  1st  Vail, 

Thomas  Ross,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Benjamin  Franklin  Harlan,  Guard. 
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Past  Vigtk  Priests  < 

Thomas  Cross  Pockman,  ,  Charles  Henry  Davis. 


AroQBon,  Henry, 
Bailey,  Alex.  Aloiizo 
Bane,  Edward  Francis 
Banfield,  John  Addison 
Barney,  Carey 
Bray,  Edward  Gaines 
Burns.  Daniel  Monroe 
Davis,  Samael  Augustas 
Dexter,  Lorenzo 
Dresbach,  William 
Kly,  Isaac  Jefferson 
Eraser,  Donald 
Freeman,  Frank'n  Sylvester 
Frost,  Charles  Stincen 
Fnrst,  Leopold 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Gable,  Harvey  Clinton 
Garey,  George  James 
Gardner,  Matthew 
Goode,  Daniel  Boone 
Goodin,  Thomas  C. 
Griffith,  Abraham 
Grimes.  George  Clayton 
Guthrie,  Thomas  Walker 
Harling,  Micajah  Oglesby 
Harper,  Sterling  Gorman 
Hicks,  Humphrey 
Hill,  Henry  Abraham 
Hurlbut,  Daniel  Bradley 
Hutton,  James  Alexander 


Lowry,  John  William 
Maltby,  John  Edward 
Marden,  William  Harrison 
Megowan,  Robert  WickliflTe 
Miller,  Hezekiah  Monroe 
Parramore,  Edw'd  Littleton 
Prather,  John  Nathaniel 
Proctor,  Calderon  Weld 
Rudolph,  Godfrey 
Schindler,  David 
Snowball,  John  Wells 
Tebbs,  Ulbnrne  Edrlngton 
Vaughn, Cornelius  L.Neu  vail 
Wyckoff,  Nioholas— 58. 


LASSEN  CHAPTER,  No.  47. 

Sosanvllle,  Lassen  Coamty* 

Stated  Meetings,  Friday  of  or  next  succeeding  FuU  Moon  in  each  month. 

OFFICBBSt 


John  Chaney  Partridge,  High  Priest, 
John  Renshaw  Lockwood,  King, 
Zetus  Newell  Spalding,  Scribe, 
Davis  Knock,  I^easurer, 
John  Henry  Segraves,  Secretary^ 
William  Henry  Crane,  Captain  of  Host, 


Albert  Augustus  Smith,  Prir..  Sqfourtter, 
Abram  Giilott  Moon,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Philip  Jacob  Gonmaz,  Ma^er  of  3d  Vail, 
Saunders  Saunders,  Master  of  2d  Vail. 
Eber  Gaston  Bangham,  Master  of  \st  Vail, 
Allen  Wood,  Guard. 


Past  'Blgtk  Priests  t 


McKissick,  Jacob 
Minkler,  William 
Miller,  William  Henry 


Allen  Wood, 

Babcock,  Charles  Marsh 

Bereman,  Henry 

Brockman,  William 

Oahlan,  John 

Dili,  Andrew 

Duncan,  And.  Cunningham   Naileigb,  William  Hill 

Fitch,  John  Edward  Otto,  Anthony 

Hall,  Davis  C.  PuUen,  Granville 

Hathaway,  Hiram  Jackson   Sawyer,  John  James 

Kelley,  John  DaviM 

WITHDRAWN  : 
Bechtol,  Albert  George 

DIED: 
Smyth,  Robert  Debutts— 1. 


John  Chaney  Partridge. 


ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 

Kingsbury,  William  Charles  Sheldon, Benjamin  Franklin 
Leavett,  Benjamin  Hanson   Sloss,  Ferdinand  Americus 


Streshly,  Orlando 
Stiles,  Lyman  Collins 
Talbot,  Enoch  Stan  wood 
Tanner,  Dennis 
Tucker,  Duane  Harrisub 
Ward,  Trowbridge  Hyer 
Whitlock,  James  Henry 

—40. 

Masten,  William  Kimes— 2. 
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DIXON   CHAPTER,  No.  48. 

Dlxom,  Solano  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICEBSt 

Herman  Eppinger,  Eigh  Priest,  Amiel  Hockheimer,  PrincipeU  Sojourner, 

George  Churchill  McKinley,  £ing,  Orlando  Lask  Bishop,  Eoyal  Arch.  Gapt, 

Andrew  Good  Sammers,  Scribe,  Alexander  Eraser,  Master  of  3d  VaU, 

William  Redmond  Ferguson,  Treaswrer,  James  Charles  North,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

Bernhard  Ettlinger,  Secretary,  William  Killebrew,  Master  of  1st  Vail, 

Henry  Ackerson  Roas,  Copt,  of  the  Host,  Friedrich  Angast  Schnitzlien,  Guard. 

Past  Higlk  Priest! 

John  Sweany. 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Abbay,  John  Alexander       Ghites,  Thomas  Milton  Merryfleld,  Jnstns  Chandler 

Agee,  Christop*r  Columbus  Garnett,  James  St.  Clair  McGune,  Henry  Ewalt 

Baker,  Roland  Thomas         Goeffert,  Henry  McLean,  Fleming 

Blitch,  Joseph  Luke  Gregory,  Thomas  Meredith  Munsie,  John  David 

Brock,  Tilman  Howard         Hill,  William  Washington  Steele,  William 

Byrne,  Daniel  Dominic         Johnson,  James  Otis       *  Talbot,  John  Green 

Burke,  John  Johnson,  William  Tyler,  Elias  Mortimer 

Carlisle,  Chas.  Hambletou    Kirscb,  John  Philip  Wilcox,  Harvey 

Ourrey,  Montgomery  Scott  Longmire,  Daniel  Wolfskill,  Edward — iO. 

PAST  MASTER  :  MARK  MASTER: 

Gordon,  Melvin  Barnes — 1.  Craig,  Frederick— 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 
Blum,  Moses,  Jr.  Salle,  Joseph  Walter  Wilcox,  Harvey  Cheater— 3. 

DIED: 
Colburn,  Augustus  Franklin  Ellis,  James  Addison,  P.  E.  P.— 2. 


MODESTO  CHAPTER,  No.  49. 

Modesto,  Stanlslavs  County. 

Staled  Meetings,  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon. 

OFFICBRS: 

Septimus  Allen  Cleveland.  Eigh  Priest,  Chas.  Louis  Adolp's  Hewel,  Pr.  Scjoumer, 

George  Washington  Toombs,  King,  Patrick  Manning,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

Henry  Oeorge  James,  Scribe,  Isaac  Ripperdan,  Master  of  3d  Vail, 

Elihu  Burritt  Beard,  Treasurer,  John  Rodgers,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

Lawson  Burfoot  Walthal,  Secretary,  Michael  Braun,  Master  of  1st  Vail, 

Alex.  Burkett,  Captain  of  the  Eost,  Charles  Isaac  Carner,  Guard. 

Past  nigtk  Priest  I 

William  John  Houston. 
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B07AL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Badger,  John  Rodgere  Hewit,  Chas.  Loais  Adolph  Tombs,  Geo.  Washington 

Cookson,  Thomas  Jacobs,  Henry  Visher,  John 

Eagleson,  Erastos  Newsom,  John  Moore  Wilson,  Thomas  Andrew 

Dorsey,  Caleb  Stewart,  Alexander  Wardrobe,  Samael  V. 

Dowda,  Oeo.  Washington  Teeter,  John  Dallas  —24. 

PAST  MASTER : 
Horton,  Dickinson  Courtney— 1. 


VENTURA  CHAPTER,  No.  60. 

San  Bnenaventnra,  Tentoxm  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Tuesday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon  in  each  month, 

OFFICBK8 1 

Jonathan  Duan  Hines,  Bigh  Priest,  Marion  Cannon.  PHncipal  Sojourner, 

James  Allen  Day,  King,  Milns  Harvey  Gay,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 

Nehemiah,  Blackstock,  Scribe,  James  Marion  Brooks,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Volney  Alexander  Simpson,  TYPosurer,  William  Henry  Arandell,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Geo.Shoebridge  Gilbert,  Jr.,  Secretary,  Andrew  Clemmens,  Master  of  Isi  Vaii, 

LAFayette  Pindia  Eastin,  Oapt.  of  Host,  Henry  Spear.  Guard. 

Pmst  Hlffli  Priest  t 

Jonathan  Doan  Hines. 

BOYAL  ABCH  MASONS  : 

Blanchard,  Nathan  Weston  Finney,  Charles  Grandison  Sparks,  William  Ware 

Bard,  Thomas  Robert  Grimes,  Brice  Smith,  Alvin  Billing 

Blakeslee, George  Andrew  Gilbert,  Thomas  Stanchfleld,  Levi  Gonld 

Chaffee,  Walter  Scott  Kittridge,  William  Tilden  Surdam,  Royes  Gaylord 

Cox,  Richard  Knigh ten,  William  Ammon  Tompkins,  John  Givens — 29. 

Edwards,  Evan  Alfred  McKeeby,  Lemuel  Clarke 

PAST  MASTEB: 
Barrel!,  William  Henry— 1. 


CORINTHIAN   CHAPTER,  No.  61. 

Santa  Barbara,  Santa  Barl»ara  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBBSt 

Ge«rge  Edward  Childs,  High  Priett,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

John  Delos  Peer,  King,  Rollin  Dnnshee,  Roy  tl  Arch  Captain, 

George  Newton  Collins,  Scribe,  John  Clarence  Forbes,  Master  of  3d  Vail, 

George  F.  Trenwith,  Treaavrer,  Harvey  B.  Marcey,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 

Edgar  Luzerne  Paddock,  Secretary,  Elikim  T.  Gourley,  Master  of  1st  Vail, 

Chas.  Cronkx  Gratiot,  Capt.  of  the  Host,  Joseph  Meroux,  Guard. 
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Bates,  Thaddeus 
Bowers,  Stephen 
Damm,  Andrew 
Ealand,  Joseph 
Fawcett,  Engene 
Garreston,  Joseph  M. 
Hart,  Thomas 


Past  VSgh.  PriMtt 

John  Peck  Stearns. 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASOKS: 

Hart,  Joseph  V. 
Hayman,  Albert 
Hill,  Jesse 
Hunt,  Charles  C. 
Hunt,  Richard  O. 
Norway,  William  H. 
Olrastead,  Stephen  H. 


WITHDRAWN  : 


Parsons,  Jacob 
Rich,  Joseph  A. 
Tabor,  George 
Wilson,  Albert  C.  J. 
Woods,  Lyn.  P. 
Walker  Frank— 33. 


Bachanan,  Alfred  William 


Hathaway,  David  T.— 2. 


HUMBOLDT  CHAPTER,  U.  D. 

Bnrekm,  Homb^ldt  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second^  and  fourth  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRS  I 


John  Andrew  Watson,  High  Priest, 
Richard  Wilson  Brett,  King, 
Silas  Montgomery  Back,  iScribe., 

— ,  Treasurer t 

D.  Clinton  Scott,  Secretary, 
Charles  Becker,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


Abraham  Farr  Hitchcock,  Pr.  Sojourner, 
Plummer  Fred'k  Hart,  Royal  Arch  Capt, 
Horace  Smith  Case,  Master  of  Sd  Vail, 
Alvan  Samp'n  Orinnell,  Master  of  2d  Vail, 
Julias  Greenwald,  Master  1st  Vail, 
John  P.  Coates,  Guard. 


BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Carson,  George  Matran,  Benjamin  Franklin  Sevier,  Abner  Dill 

Chamberlin,  J.  Dibble  Hoyt  McCann,  Chas.  Frederick     Willey,  John  Bassett— 18. 
Hall.  Richard 
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GRAND    OFFICERS 


Elected  sinoe  the  Orsanlsatlon  of  the  Ghrand  Chapter,  July  28,  A.  I.  2384. 


1  85  4t. 

Charles  M.  Rado'LIFF,  Grand  High  PritaU    A.  B.  Hot, Grand  King, 

John  D.  CnmoR,. Dep,  Grand  High  Priest.    Hugh  G.  Platt, Grand  Scribe. 

18  5  5. 

John  D.  Cbeiqh,.   . . .  Grand  High  Priest.    William  W.  Tbaylor, Grand  Ktng. 

♦Isaac  Davis,.  . .  Dep.  Chrand  High  Priest.    Leverett  Bradley Grand  Scribe. 

18  5  6. 

♦Orange  H.  Dibble,    Grand  High  Priest.    Whiting  G.  West,  Grand  King. 

Wm.  W.Traylor,  Dep.  Grand  High  Priest.    *jAjfES  A.  Jackson, Grand  Scribe. 

185  7. 

William  W.  Traylob.  Grand  High  Priest.    Whiting  6.  West.. Ctrand  King. 

Thos.  H.Caswell,  Dep.Grtmd  High  Priest.    *James  A.  Jackson, Grand  Scribe. 

185  8. 

Thomas  H.  Caswell,  Grand  High  Priest.    *James  A.  Jackson Grand  King. 

Whiting G. West, Z>ep.  Grand  High  Priest.    ♦Henry  Hare  Hartley,.  . .  Grand  Scribe. 

185  9. 

Whiting  G.  West, Grand  High  Priest.    Aabon  D.  Park, Grand  Ktng, 

*H.  H.  Hartley,  .  Dep.  Grand  High  Priest.    ♦Lewis  Reynolds, Grand  Scribe. 

18  60. 

♦Hevry  n.  Hartley,    Grand  High  Priest.    James  W.  Bioknell, Grand  King. 

Adolphus  lloLL\JB,Dep.Grand  High  Priest.    Ezra  Howard  Van  Dboar,  Grand  Scribe. 

186  1. 

♦Henry  H.  Hartley,    Grand  High  Priest.    Ezra  Howard  Van  Deoar.  Grand  King. 
Xdolprvs  B.OLLUB  fDep.Grand  High  Priest.    John  Kirkpatrick, Grand  Scribe. 

1  86». 

Adolphus  Hollub,.  .Grand  High  Priest.    John  Kirkpatrick, Grand  King. 

♦Ezra  H.  Y asDec ab,,. Dep. Gr. High  Priest.    ♦Charles  Mabsh, Grand  Scribe. 

1863. 

♦Ezra  H.  Van  Dec ar,  .  Grand  High  Priest.    ♦Charles  Marsh, Grand  King. 

John  Kirkpatrick,  .  Dep.  Gr.High  Priest.    William  A.  Da  vies Grand  Scribe. 

1864. 

♦Isaac  Davis, Crrand  High  Priest.    ♦Charles' Marsh Grand  King. 

John  Kirkpatrick,  Dep.  Gr.  High  Priest.    William  A.  Da  vies, Grand  Scribe. 

18  6  5. 

John  Kirkpatrick,.  .  Grand  High  Priest.    William  A.  Davies, Grand  King. 

♦Chas.  Marsh,.  . Dep.  Grand  High  Priest.    Isaac  S.  Titus, ..Grand  Scribe. 

*  Deoeaned. 
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1866. 

*Chables  Mabsh,  . . .  Grand  High  PrietL    Isaac  S.  Titus, Gfond  Ktng. 

Wm.  a.  DAYiE8,.i>ep.  Grand  High  Priest.    *John  W.  Habville Grand  Scribe, 

1867. 

Isaac  S.  Titus, Chrmd  High  Priest,    ♦John  W.  Harvillb Grand  King. 

*Jas.  a.  Jackson,.  .Dep.  Gr.  High  Priest.    Oeoboe  T.  Grimes, Grand  Scribe. 

1868. 

♦John  W.  HABViLLE,Crraiu2  High  Priest.    Jas.  Lawrence  Enolish,  . . .  Grand  King, 
Gboroe  T.  Grimes,  Dep.  Gr,  High  Priest.    Jacob  H.  Neff, Grand  Scribe. 

1870. 

Georob  T.  Grimes,  . .  Grand  High  Priest,    Jacob  H.  Neff,  .  Grand  King. 

Jas.  Lawb.  English,  .  Dep,  Gr.  H,  Priest.    Stephen  Wing, Grand  Sci'ibe. 

1871. 

Jas.  L.  ENOLiiiifl,  —  Grand  Mgh  Priest    Stephen  Wing Grand  King. 

Jacob  H.  Neff, Dep,  Or,  H.  Priest.    ♦Joseph  Isaacs, Grand  Scribe. 

187a. 

Jacob  H.  Xeff, Grand  High  Priest,    Wm.  Thomas  Reynolds Grand  King, 

♦Joseph  Isaacs,^.  . .  Dep.  Gr.  H.  Priest    Wm.  Alexander  January..  Grand  Scribe, 

1873. 

Wm.  a.  DAViftj, Grand  High  Priest.    Wm.  Thomas  Reynolds,.  . .  Grand  King, 

♦Joseph  Isaacs, Dep.  Gr.  B  Prient.    Wm.  Alszandek  January,.  Grand  Scribe, 

1874. 

Wm.  Alex.  JANUARY,(rraiu<  High  Priest.    John  Mills  Browne, Grand  King. 

Wm.  T.  Reynolds,.  .Dep.  Gr,  H,  Priest,    Henry  Hay  Knapp, Grand  Scribe, 

1875. 

Wm.  T.  Reynolds,.  . .  Grand  High  Priest.    Henry  Hay  Kkapp, Grand  King, 

Alex.  G.  Abell,  Dep.  Grand  High  Priest.    Nathan  W.  Spaulding,  . .  Grand  Sci^e. 

1876. 

Alex.  G.  Abell,  ...Grand  High  Priest,    John  Mills  Browns, Grand  King, 

Henry  Hay  Knapp,  Dep.  Or,  High  Priest    Nathan  W.  Spaulding,  . .  Granti  Scribe. 

1877. 

Henry  Hay  Knapp,  Grand  High  Priest,    Nathan  W.  Spaulding,..  Grand  King. 
John  Mills  Browne,  Dep.  Gr.  H.  Priest     Wiley  James  Tinnin, Grand  Scribe. 

^Deceaaed. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 


Of  ott^ef  Jufi^didtion^  nekf  ii\Q  (^fki^d  dljkptef  of  Cklifofnik. 


Canada, Charles  Louis  Wigoin,  Grand  Secretary,. iSan  Francisco; 

District  of  Colaoibia,. . . .Alexander  Gurdon  Abecl.  P.  G,  H.  F....San  Francisco : 

Louisiana, Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  P.  G.  H.  P.,. .  Nevada ; 

New  Jeisey, William  Thomas  Reynolds,  P.  G.  H.  P.,..5a/4  Francisco ; 

Maine,  ...   Leonidas  E.  Pratt,  P.  H.  P., San  Franci»co ; 

Mississippi, Geokge  Tuttlk  Grimes,  Past  Grand  H.  P., .  San  Francisco  ; 

Missouri, William  Abraham  Da  vies  P.  G.  H.  P.,. . .  San  Francisco  ; 

Oregon, George  Clement  Perkins,  P.  H.  P., San  Francisco. 


REPRES  E  NT  ATI  VES 
OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA 

NEAR   OTHER   GRAND   CHAPTERS. 


Canada, Henry  McPherson, Owen  Sound,  Onto  ; 

Iowa, William  B.  Lanoridge, Muscatine ; 

Kansas, John   Brown Leavenworth ; 

Kentucky,  Henry  Bostwick, 

Louisiana J.  Q.  A.  Fellows, New  Orleans  ; 

Maine, Josiah  H.  Dbummond, Portland; 

Maryland Edward  T.  Shultz, Baltimore ; 

Massachusetts John  McClbllan, Boston  ; 

Minnesota, Silas  R.  Merrill St,  Paul ; 

Missouri,    William  Wfllmott, Hamilton  ; 

Nebraska, El.  A.  Allen,. Omaha; 

New  Jersey. Edward  Ooelleb,. . Trenton ; 

New  York, John  L.  Lewis New  York; 

South  Carolina, Auoustin  T.  Smythe Charleston ; 

Tennessee Townsend  A.  Thomas, Nashville ; 

West  Virginia Kephart  D.  Walker, Fairmount; 

Wisconsin DC.  M.  Cothren, Milwaukee. 
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GRAND   CHAPTERS 

IN  COMMUNICATION  WITH  THE 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA 

NA>IES  AND  ADDRESSES  OF  GRAND  SECRETARIES. 

Orand  Chapters.  (^rand  Secretarlea.  Beaidenoe. 

ALABAMA, Daniel  Sayke, Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS, Lukk  E.  Barber Little  Rock. 

CANADA Daniel  Spry, Toronto,  Ont. 

COLORADO, Ed.  C.  Parmelbe, .     .  Georgetown. 

CONNECTICUT, Joseph  K.  Wheeler, Hartford. 

DELAWARE, J.  P.  Allmond, Wilmington. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA,. . .  .Charles  W.  Hancock Washington. 

ENGLAND  and  WALES, John  Harvey, London. 

FLORIDA, De  Witt  C.  Dawkins, Jacksonville. 

GEORGIA, J.  E.HMETT  Blackshear,. Macon. 

ILLINOIS James  H.   Miles, Chicago. 

INDIANA, John  M.  Bbamwell,. Indianapolis. 

IOWA, William  B»  Langridoe, Muscatine. 

KANSAS,  Erasmus  T.  Cabb, Leavenworth 

KENTUCKY, Joseph  H.  Branham, Louisville. 

LOUISIANA, James  C.  Batchelor, New  Orleans. 

MAINE Ira  Berry, Portland. 

MARYLAND William  A.  Wentz, Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS, Z.  R.  Thomas,  Jr., Boston. 

MICHIGAN, W.  P.  Innks, Grand  Rapids. 

MINNESOTA, A.  T.  C.  Piersov St.  Paul. 

MISSISSIPPI,    J.  I^  Power, Jackson. 

MISSOURI, Geo.  Frank  Goulky,*  St.  Lonis. 

NEBRASKA, William  R  Bowkn, Omaha. 

NEVADA Sami  EL  W.  CiiL-BBrcK Gold  Hill. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE, John  A.  Harkib Concord. 

NEW  JEItSEY Thomas  J.  Corson, Trenton. 

NEW  YORK Christopher  G.  Fox, Buffalo 

NORTH  CAROLINA, Donald  W.  Baine Raleigh. 

NOVA  SCOTIA James  Gossip Halifax. 

OHIO, James  Nesbit, Troy. 

OREGON R.  P.  Eauhart, Portland. 

PENNSYLVANIA, John  Thomson Philadelphia. 

RHODE  ISLAND George  H.  Burniiam Providence. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA, J.  E.  Bukke Charleston. 

TENNESSEE, John  Frtzell, Nashville. 

TEXAS, Robert  Brewster, Houston. 

VERMONT, W.  H.  S.   Whitcomb, Burlington. 

VIRGINIA W.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

WEST  VIRGINIA Odell  S.  Long Wheeling. 

WISCONSIN John  W.  Woodhtll, Milwaukee. 

GEN.  GR.  CHAPTER  of  U.  S.,. Christopher  G.  Pox Buffalo. 


*  Deceased. 
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GRAND    CONVENTION 


OF    THB 


®^&s  «>9  W^h  @>53®s^ 


OF   TUB 


STATE   OF   CALIFORNIA. 


Eighteenth  Annual  Convention. 


Tho  eighteenth  Annnal  Grand  Oonvention  of  the  Order  of  High 
Priests  of  the  State  of  California  assembled  at  the  Masonic  Temple, 
in  the  oitj  of  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday,  the  tenth  day  of  April, 
1877,  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

There  were  present  the  following 


Their. 

••  B. 

"  R, 

*•  R. 

••  R. 

*•  R. 

«•  R. 


OFFIOBRS  : 

.  E,\  WILLIAM  WII.80N  TRAYLOR, fresideni  ; 

.  E.'.  Wiley  Jambs  Tinnin, Ftcc  President ; 

.  E.\  Thbodorr  Edward  Smith, Recorder ; 

.  E.\  William  Monrob  Petrib, Master  of  Ceremonies  ; 

.  E.\  William  Abraham  Davibs, Conductor ; 

.  K\  John  Francis  Snow, Herald ; 

.  E.\  Alkxander  Gurdon  Abbll, Steward: 


Also  CompaQions  Daniel  Porter  Bystlb,  Loms  Cohn,  Adolphus  Leioh  Fitzgerald, 
Gboroe  Tdttlb  Grimes,  Henry  Hay  Knapp,  Thomas  Kylb,  VVilliam  Thompson 
Luther,  Gboroe  Alexander  McKbnzib,  Jacob  Hart  Neff,  Henry  Sayre  Orme, 
James  Martin  Rodoers,  James  Sinoley,  Stephen  Wing,  Thomas  Allen  Brown. 

The  Mr.  E,\  President  made  the  following  appointments,  pro  tem- 
pore : 

Comp.  EDWin  Aldrich  Rodoebs Chaplain; 

'  *     George  Tuttlb  Qrimbs, Master  of  Ceremoniee: 

And  the  Convention  was  opened  in  ^ne  jf^nn. 
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The  reading  of  the  minntes  of  the  proceedings  had  at  the  laat  An- 
nnal  Convention  was  dispensed  with,  the  members  being  furnished 
with  printed  copies  thereof. 

Petitions  were  received  from  the  following  named  Companions : — 

Jakes  Bbll High  Priest  of  Sonora  Chapter,  No.    % 

William  Buckley  Davis, •  Sacramento  ••  No.    3 

LiONiDAs  B.  Pratt P.  H.  Priest  of  California  "  No.   6 

John  Elbridoe  Purdy, High  Priest  of  California  "  No.    6 

Frederick  BuTTELMAN ••        "       "    Washington        **  No.  13 

John  Morris  Walbridoe, P.  H.  Priest  of  Cyrus  "  No.  16 

Ellison  Lassbll  Crawford High  Priest  of  Georgetown  **  No.  25 

William  Bradford *«       "      •«  Napa  ••  No.  30 

Samuel  Calvert  Foy, "        •'      '*  Loa  Angelee  "  No.  33 

Mattison  Myers P.  H.  Priest  of  JVdoo^  «•  No.  36 

Frank  Douglas  Mead High  Priest  of  Naval  "  No.  36 

William  Addison  Walter •*        "       **  Alameda  "  No.  36 

Alexander  Gibson  Oliver, "        •*       "   Siloam  "  No.  37 

Peter  Richmond  Hinds "       "       "  Santa  Cruz  '*  No.  38 

William  Joab  Shinn, "        •*      ••   Donner  «*  No.  39 

John  Clkments ••        "       "  lied  Bluff  "  No.  40 

Jerome  Bonaparte  Richardson, "       "       "   Sui»un  .  "  No.  43 

Elijah  Thompson  Farmer, "        "      "   Santa  Rosa  "  No.  45 

SxPTiMus  Allen  Cleveland, "        **      "   Modesto  '*  No.  49 

Gborqe  Edward  Childs, *'        *•      "   Corintfiian  "  No.  51 

Who  were  severally  elected  to  receive  the  Order  of  High  Priest. 

Companions  William  Buckley  Davis,  Gboboe  Edward  Childs, 
Samuel  Calvert  Foy,  Jerome  Bonaparte  Bichardson,  James  Bell, 
Eluah  Thompson  Farmer,  Frank  Douglas  Mead,  Fred.  Buttel- 
mak,  Alexander  Gibson  Oliver,  William  Addison  Walter,  and 
William  Bradford,  were  then  introduced,  and  received  the  Order  of 
High  Priest. 

Grand  Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 


Wednesday  Evening,  April  11,  1877. 

The  Grand  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock. 

Petitions  were  received  from  the  following  named  Companions  : — 

Hermann  ErnNOSR, High  Priest  of  Dixon  Chapter,  No.  48 

William  John  HouaTON, P.  H.  Priest  of  Modesto       •*      No.  49 

Who  were  severally  balloted  for  and  elected  to  receive  the  Order  of 
High  Priest. 

16 
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Companion  John  Ghaney  Pabtbidge,  who  was  elected  at  the  An- 
nnal  Convention,  held  in  April,  1876,  together  with  CompanionB 
Leonidas  E.  Pbatt,  John  Elbbidge  Pubdy,  John  Clements,  Sep- 
timus AiiLEN  Cleveland,  Peteb  Kichmond  Hinds,  John  Mobbib 
Walbbidoe,  William  John  Houston,  Hermann  Eppingeb,  and 
Ellison  Lasssll  Cbawfobd,  were  then  introduced  and  received  the 
Order  of  High  Priest. 

The  following  named  companions  were  then  elected  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year : 

The  M.\  JB'.-.  WILLIAM  WILSON  TRAYLOR, President ; 

"  R.'.  E.'.  Wiley  James  Tinnin,. Vice  President  ; 

•*  R.'.  E.\  Leonidas  E.  Pratt, Chaplain  ; 

•*  R.'.  E.-.  HiBAM  Thboop  Graves Treasurer  ; 

"  R.\  E.'.  Theodore  Edward  Smith, Recorder ; 

"  R.'.  E.'.  Geouoe  Tdttle  Grimes, Master  of  Ceremonies  ; 

"  R.\  E.'.  William  Abraham  Davies, Conductor; 

•*  R.'.  E-.  John  Francis  Snow, Herald ; 

"  R.'.  E.'.  Alexander  Gurdon  Abbll, SlevHird. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  minutes  of  this  Grand  Con- 
yention  were  read  and  approved.  The  Grand  Convention  was  then 
closed. 

Attest  : 

Theodobb  Edward  Smith,  Recorder. 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS 


OF   THE 
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OFFICERS  I 

William  Wilson  Traylor,  FresiderUy  Theodore  Edward  Smith,  Recorder^ 

Wiley  James  Tinnin,  Vice  President,         George  Tattle  Grimes,  Master  Ceremonies^ 
Leonidas  E.  Pratt,  Chaplain,  William  Abraham  Davies,  Conductor, 

Hiram  Throop  Graves,  Treasurer,  John  Francis  Snow,  Eeraid, 

Alexander  Gordon  Abell.  Sietrard, 

MEMBERS : 

Akerly,  Benjamin  Crandall,  John  Rigfrs  Hilton,  Osgood 

Anderson,  Elias  Crawford,  Ellison  Lassell  Hinds,  Peter  Richmond 

Arnold,  Thomas  Jefferson  Greigh,  John  Dunbar  Hollub,  Adolphas 

Bacon,  Ely  Grilfith  Cohn,  Louis  Hoadley,  James  Henry 

Barsa,  Frederick  Ferdinand  Coleman,  Edward  Houston,  William  John 

Barnes,  Benjamin  Wilcox  Crouch,  Robert  Hichborn,  Alex.  Hopkins 

Barnard,  John  Kirk  Clements,  John  Hunter,  Geo.  Washington 

Bell,  James  Davis,  Edwin  Ransom  Irwin,  Charles  Fitzgerald 

Bicknell,  Jas.  Witherspoon  Davis,  Charles  Henry  January,  Wm.  Alexander 

Binney,  Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  William  Buckley  Joy,  Alexander  Cartwright 

Blair,  Charles  Macmurdo  Dobrowsky,  Adolph  Jump,  Alemby 

Bond.  Joshna  Lester  Dods,  James  Kingsley,  James  Forman 

Brady,  Alex.  Buchanan  Doncaster,  Richard  Jr.  Kirkpatrick,  John 

Bradford,  William  Doncaster,  Samuel  Knapp,  Henry  Hay 

Brown,  Josiah  Perkins  Ellis,  Ralph  Knox,  William  Franklin 

Brown,  Thomas  Allen  Ellen,  Elle  Knorp,  Albert  Frederick 

Browne,  John  Mills  Kppinger,  Hermann  Kunckler  John  Ernest 

Broder,  Andrew  Henderson  English,  James  Lawrence  Kyle,  Thomas 

Broder,  Robert  Chidley  Farmer,  Elijah  Thompson  Kincade,  John  Thompson 

Barke,  John  Martin  Fitzgerald,  Adolphus  Leigh  Lanphier,  Gilbert 

Bnrch,  John  Chilton  Foster,  Francis  Lawrence,  William  Lee 

Bnttelman,  Frederick  Foy,  Samuel  Calvert  Lawson,  Samuel  Powell 

Bystle,  Daniel  Porter  Gardner,  Melvin  Syms  Lott,  Charles  Fayette 

Besse,  John  Kelson  Gilbert,  George  Heirn  Luther,  Wm.  Thompson 

Blake,  George  Mansfield  Glover,  James  Russell  Lyon,  William  Henry 

Callow,  Thomas  Goss,  Leonard  Leech,  Reuben 

Caswell,  Thomas  Hubbard  Graves,  Samuel  Loomis,  Adoniram  Judson 

Chalmers,  Alexander  Graham,  Thomas  Jefferson  Litchfield,  Joseph  Miller 

Childs,  George  Edward  Harden,  John  B.  May,  George 

Clayton,  William  Burt  Hayes,  Russell  Thayer  Mason,  John  Clifton 

Claiborne,  Gilbert  Burnett  Hayward,  Alvinza  Mason,  Carnot  Courtland 

Cleveland,  Septimus  Allen     Hedges,  Edward  Richard  Mead,  Frank  Douglas 

Christiansen,  Olo  Christian   Hewson,  John  Bankson  McCormick,  William 
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McFarlan,  Abel 
McMarry,  Valentine 
McKenzie,  George  Alex. 
Menzies,  Stewart 
Meikle,  Peter  R. 
Millington,  John 
Myres,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Myrick,  Milton  Hills 
Mnnt,  Richard 
McBride,  John  Storer 
McClelland,  John  George 
McGlashan,  Chas.  Fayette 
Moon,  James 
Neff,  Jacob  Hart 
Neville,  John  M. 
Newton,  William  Davis 
Nnrse,  Stephen  Kirby 
Oliver,  Alexander  Gibson 
O'Rear,  Benjamin  Threlkeld 
Orme,  Henry  Sayre 
Parkhnrat,  Russell 
Park,  Aaron  Davis 
Peck,  Henry 

Perkins,  Geo.  Washington 
Petrie,  William  Monroe 
Pond,  Charles  Lewis 


Pockman,  Thomas  Cross 
Pratt,  Daniel  Webster 
Pratt,  Leonidas  E. 
Prestou,  Alvin  Bacon 
Pardy,  John  Elbridge 
Raynes,  Alonzo  Emery 
Ream,  Daniel 

Reynolds,  William  Thomas 
Rich,  William  Clifton 
Richardson,  Jerome  Bonap'e 
Rolfe,  Tallman  Hathaway 
Rodgers,  James  Martin 
Rodgers,  Edwin  Aldrich 
Ross,  James 
Roath,  William 
Russell,  Henry  Warren 
Ryan,  William  Henry 
Sage  Timothy 
Seely,  John  Ambrose 
"Siesbuttel,  Alexander 
Singley,  James 
Spaulding,  Nathan  Weston 
Stanley,  John  Quincy  Ada's 
Sternheim,  Samuel 
Stone,  C'harles  E. 
Stone,  Nathan  Honmer 


Skinner,  John  Dodd 
Spear,  Willard  Smith 
Surface,  John  Whitten 
6  we  any,  John 
Titus,  Isaac  Sutvene 
Turner,  Jared 
Tnttle,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Waite,  AlfiredCoolidge 
Walbridge,  John  Morris 
Walker,  George  Rnsaell 
Wales,  Thatcher  Peter 
Walter,  William  Addison 
Warner,  Henry 
Waters,  James 
Wells.  William  Sewall 
Weymouth,  James  Lambert 
Wellendorff,  Louis 
Wilcox,  Wilbur  Justin 
Williams,  Alpheus  Fuller 
Wing,  Stephen 
Winterburn,  Geo.  Howard 
Wiggin,  Charles  Louis 
Walker,  Oscar  Valentine 
Wendell,  Joseph  Fairbanks 
Whitcher,  Jeremiah  Elkins 


*  DeoeaMd. 
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Address  of  the  Grand  High  furies t: 
HENRY  HAY  KNAPP.  N^pa. 

jiddress  of  the  Grand  Secretary: 
CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN,  San  Francisco. 

jLddress  of  the  Grand  lecturer: 
THOMAS  HUBBARD  CASWELL,  Nevada. 

Address  of  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Correspondence : 
CHARLES   LOUIS   WIQGIN,  San  Francisco. 


NOTICE. 

The'  twenty^fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 

California  will  be  holden  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  San 

Francisco,  commencing  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April,  A.  I.  2408, 

A.  D.  1878. 

CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

Grand  Secretary, 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


I,  Tboxis  B.  Caswell.  Qrand  Secretarj  of  tbc  Grand  Chapter  of  Rojal  Areh 
Umods  or  (he  Slate  of  Caliromia,  do  herab;  cerlif;  that  the  foLloviog  pages  con- 
tain a  troe  and  faithral  traoacript  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Body,  at  iti  Twentf-fonrth 
Aannal  Comocatian,  commenced  at  the  city  of  9aa  Franciaco  on  TnBsdajr,  the 
ninth  da;  at  April,  A.  D.  18IS,  A.  I.  2WB,  and  of  tite  relarna  of  the  gabordlnate 
Chaptera  and  other  maltera  anthorized  to  be  pabUahed. 


sgn  S^tstinnmii  Wtunnt, 

I  have  bereanto  appended  m;  offlclal 
algnatare,  and  ha>e  affixed  the  Seal  of 
ttae  Grand  Cliapter  of  the  Slate  of  Cali- 
fornia, at  the  Oitf  at  San  Francisco,  thia 
thirlielh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1878,  A.  1. 

sue. 


TKomcLS  H.    CciSTvell, 

Grand  Seeretary. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


GRAND  CHAPTER 


OP 


ROYAL  Arch  Masons 


OF    THE 


STATE   OF   CALIFORNIA, 


AT  ITS 


TWEJJTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  CONVOCATION, 


HELD  AT    THE 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  IN  THE  CITY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO ; 

COMMENCED  ON 

TUESDAY,   APRIL  9,   A.  D.    1878,  A.  I.   2408, 

AND  TEBMINATED  ON 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  10,  A.  D.  1878,  A.  L  2406. 


SAN   FRANCISCO: 

FRANK  EASTMAN,   PRINTER,   509  CLAY    STREET. 

1878. 


GRAND    OFFICERS 


OF    THE 


\mnd  f  ijajgt^f  of  §c^ai  grelf  ^a^oni 


OF    THE 


STATE    OF    CALIFORNIA, 

For  the  year  commencing  April,  A.  I,  2408,  and  ending 

April,  A.  I.  2409. 


M.\  £.\  JOHN  MILLS  BROWNE Grand  High  Pbiest, Vall^o  ; 

jR.-.  £'.-.  NATHAN  W.  8PAULDING,. Deputy Grakd  High  PBiEST.Oafctond  ; 

R.\  E.\  WILEY  JAMES   TINNIN,.  .Gband  Kino WavervilU  ; 

JR.',  K\  HENRY  SAYRE  ORME,  ...  Gband  Scribe, Los  Angeles  ; 

J2.-.  E,'.  HIRAM  THROOP  GRAVES, . Gband  Treabureb, San  Francisco  ; 

R,\  E.\  THOS.  HUBBARD  CASWELL.Gband  Secbetabt, Neisada ; 

K\  SAMUEL  GRAVES,. Gband  Chaplain, San  Francisco  ; 

E,\  THOMAS  H.  CASWELL, . .  .Gband  Lectubeb, Nevada; 

E,\  LEONID  AS  E.  PRATT Gband  Capt.  of  the  Host,.  San  Francisco  ; 

E.'.  WM.  MONROE  PETRIE,. . .  .Grand  Rotal  Abch Captain, 5acrani«nto ; 
Oomp.  SAMUEL  DAVID  MAYER, . . .  Grand  Oboanibt, San  Francisco  ; 

**     IRA  COLBURN  BOOT, Gband  Guabd San  Francisco. 


GRAND   CHAPTER 


OF 


ROYAL    ARCH     MASONS 


OF    THE 


STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


Twenty-fourth  Annual  Conuocation. 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia commenced  its  Twenty-fonrth  Annual  Convocation  at  the  Masonio 
Temple,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday,  the  ninth  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1878,  A.  I.  2408,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Upon  calling  the  roll  of  members  there  were  found  present  the 
following — 

QBAND  officers: 

The  Jf.'.  E.',  HENRY  HAY  KNAPP, Grand  High  Priest  ; 

B.',  E.'.  John  Mills  Browne, Dep,  Grand  High  Priest; 

i?.'.  E.'.  Nathan  Weston  Spauldino, Grand  King  ; 

R.',  E,',  Wiley  James  Tinnik, Grand  Scribe; 

Rr.  E.',  HiRAif  Tbroop  Graves, Grand  Treasurer  ; 

a,*.  E.\  Charles  I^ouis  Wiqoin, Grand  Secretary  ; 

E,\  Samuel  Graves Grand  Chajkain  ; 

E,'.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, Grand  Lecturer  ; 

E.\  Henry  Sayrb  Obmb, Grand  Capt.  of  the  Host ; 

E.\  Leonidab  E.  Pratt Grand  Royal  Arch  Capt.; 

Comp,  Samuel  David  Mayer, Grand  Organist ; 

"       Ira  Colburn  Root Grand  Guard : 

PAST  GRAND  OPFIOEBS  : 

The  M.\  E.\  John  Dunbar  Creiqh, Past  Grand  High  Priest ; 

"    Jf.'.-E".  William  Wilson  Traylor "       "         »•  •• 

"    3f.'.  j^.'.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, "        "         '•  •« 

"      Jf.'.  i?.*.  ADOLPHUS  HOLLUB, «  **  "  •• 

Mr.  E.\  Isaac  Sittvene  Titus •* 

M,\  E,\  George  Tuttle  Grimes •« 

M.\  E.\  William  Abraham  Davies, ** 

M,\  E.\  William  Thomas  Reynolds " 

Jf.*.  JE*.*.  Alexander  Gurdon  Abell, « 
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[April  9. 


San  Francisco, .No.    1 , . . . . 

Sonora, No.   2, — 

Sacrametito, . . .  .No.   3,. . . . 


And  the  representatives  of  forty-three  chartered  Chapters,  together 
with  a  number  of  Past  High  Priests  by  service  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion, entitled  to  seats. 

There  being  more  than  a  sufficient  representation  present,  the 
Qrand  Chapter  of  California  was  opened  in  ^mple  ^otm,  with  music 
by  the  choir  and  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation  was  dis- 
pensed with,  the  members  being  furnished  with  printed  copies  thereof. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  following  committees — 

f  Comp.  George  Heim  Gilbert, 
On  Oredeniials: J       i«      john  Morris  Walbridge, 

(      "      Thomas  Callow. 

After  a  brief  recess,  the  committee  presented  the  following  report 
of  officers  of  the  chartered  Chapters,  or  their  duly  appointed  proxies, 
and  Past  High  Priests,  by  service  within  this  jurisdiction,  as  being 
present  and  entitled  to  seats,  viz.,  from — 

Henbt  Wanoenheim,  High  Priest; 
Edward  Taylob  Anthony,  King; 
John  Dunbar  Creioh,  ) 
Adolphus  Holltjb,       j-  Past  High  Priests. 

Louis  Cohn,  )* 

Gideon  Wing,  High  Priest; 

Edwin  Aldbich  Rodoebs,  Past  High  Priest. 

William  Buckley  Davis,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P.; 
William  Monbob  Petbie,  Past  High  Priest. 

James  Knox  Wilson,  Scribe  ; 
Alexandeb  Gubdon  Abell, 
CBABLE4  Louis  Wigoin, 
Geobge  Tuttle  Gbimes, 
John  Fbancib  Snow, 
HiBAM  Thboop  Gbayes, 
Leonidas  E.  Pbatt, 
William  Wilson  Traylob, 
Thomas  Kyle, 
Albebt  Fbedebick  Knorp, 
William  Abraham  Davies, 
Isaac  Sutvene  Titus, 

Nevada, No.    6, Thomas  Hubbabd  Caswell,  Past  High  Priest. 

Benicia No.    7, Timothy  Sage,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Shasta, No.   9, Joseph  Weil,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Sutler, .No.  11 Robebt  Aitkin,  High  Priest. 

Merced No.  12, Hiram  Newton  Buckeb,  King. 

Washington, ...  .No.  13, Fbedbbick  Buttelman,  Pa>t  High  Priest  and  Rep. 

V     ii         5  Wm.  OsMAN  Bbeyfoole,  High  Priest; 
^0^^^'^ ^o--^* I  Wilbur  Justus  Wilcox,  Past  High  Priest. 

Cyrus No.  15, John  Mobbis  Walbbidob,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 


California No.    5 


.  Past  High  Priests. 


Georgetown^, No.  25, ... .  \  John  Ebnest  Kunkleb, 
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St.  JameSt No.  16, Geoboe  Heibn  Gilbebt,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Libamts, N  o.  1 7, Edwabd  Geobge  Spenoeb,  King. 

Grass  VaUey, . .  .No.  18, Reuben  Leach,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

IHnity No.  19, Wiley  James  Tiknin,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Franklin, No.  20, Thomas  Calix)W,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Sierra, No.  21 William  Thompson  Lutheb,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Fetaluma, No.  22, James  Sikolet,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

Oliver No.  23, Ambbose  HallCowdek,  P.  H. P.  «k  proxy  for  H.  P.&K. 

La  Fayette, No.  24, Ricbabd  Munt,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest. 

(  Samttsl  Doncasteb,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest; 

\  John  Ebnest  Eunkleb,  > 

(  Ellison  Lassell  Cbawfobd.  f  P"*  ^^^  ^"e^**- 

Delta, No.  27 Edwabd  Fbedebick  Holtjs,  King. 

Stockton No.  28, Gkobge  Alkxahdeb  McKenzie,  H.  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

AT  V     qn         J  ^"-  Bbadfobd,  High  Priest  and  Past  High  Priest ; 

-^"^'^ iNo.io,....  J  henby  Hat  Knapp,  Past  High  Priest 

I^ariinez, No.  31 , Thomas  Allen  Bbowk,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  Priest. 

r«.  j-«-/-.         ii«  Q^         5  Samuel  Caltebt  Foy,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P ; 
Los  Angeles,.... -So^^Z |  henby  8  aybe  Obme,  Past  High  Priest. 

AUuras, No.  34, Thomas  Alonzo  McFabland,  High  Priest. 

I  Benjamin  Benas,  proxy  for  High  Priest ; 

Naval, No.  35,. .. .  \  John  Mills  Bbowne,  Past  High  Priest ; 

(  Fbank  Douglass  Mead,  P.  H.  P.  and  proxy  for  King. 

i7^«.^^^  v«  Q«         S  ^^^^^  WoBTHY  CusHiNQ,  High  Pricst ; 

Alameda, Mo.  oo,....  {  .  ,_  _  _,, 

I  Albebt  William  Collins,  King. 

Santa  Cruz, No.  38, Peteb  Richmond  Hinds,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Hed  Bluff, No.  40 Adonibam  Judson  Loomis,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Temple, No.  41, William  Geobge  Hudson,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P« 

Chico, No.  42 j  ^°»""  ^"^  WABKEN.H^h  Priest  and  P.  H.  P; 

\  Gabnot  Coubtland  Mason,  Past  High  Priest. 

Q^i»^^  -M^  iQ         i  Adeline  L.  Chapman,  Scribe: 

Soiano,, No.43,....^_  _  '  ' 

(  Joseph  Faibbanes  Wendell,  Past  High  Priest. 
Visalia, No.  44, Andbew  Hendebson  Bbodeb,  H.  P.  and  P.  H.  P. 

SantaIU>,a No.  46.....  \  «°"™'  P""  Skth.  Jr..  High  Priest ; 

I  Adolphus  Leigh  Fitzobbald,  Past  High  Priest. 

Woodland^i No.  46 Nicholas  Wyckoff,  High  Priest. 

Lassen  No  47         \  '^°°^  Renshaw  Lockwood,  High  Priest ; 

' "    j  John  Chaney  Pabtridge,  Past  High  Priest. 

SHebman  Eppinger,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P ; 
Andrew  Good  Bummers,  King ; 
John  Sweany,  Past  High  Pricst. 

itfod«to. No.  49 !  f^""  »".■«"  «^"''  ^^^  ?."«»'  i 

{  Septimus  Allen  Cleveland,  Past  High  Priest. 

Corinihian, No.  61, George  Edwabd  Childs,  High  Priest  and  P.  H.  P. 

Humboldt No.  62 Silas  Montgomery  Buoe,  Sciibe. 

Which  report  was  coQcnrred  in  and  the  companions  therein  named 
were  admitted  to  seats. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  Annual  Address  to  the 
Grand  Chapter,  as  follows  : — 

COMPAVIONS  OF  THE  GBAND  CHAPTBB  : — 

Another  page  has  been  written  in  the  history  of  time.  Another  year  has  been 
added  to  the  records  of  the  past,  and  we  are  again  x>ermitted  to  assemble  in  Annual 
Convocation. 

Scarcely  twenty-fonr  years  have  elapsed  since  the  representatives  of  the  thr^e 
chartered  Chapters  then  existing  on  the  Pacific  Coast  assembled  in  this  city,  andi 
with  the  consent  and  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  formed  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California.  And  as  evidence  that  the  foundation 
of  the  mystic  temple  then  laid  was  well  done,  we  have  only  to  point  to  the  uninter- 
rupted prosperity  of  the  Craft  during  that  period,  and  to  the  forty-nine  chartered 
Chapters  now  borne  upon  our  roll,  containiog  a  membership  of  nearly  three  thou- 
sand Royal  Arch  Masons. 

To-day  we  have  come  from  the  snow-clad  mountains  and  the  green  fertile  valleys, 
from  the  mining  camp  and  the  work-shop,  from  the  busy,  thronging  city  and  the 
peaceful,  quiet  village,  here  to  meet  upon  common  level,  grasp  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship in  hearty  congratulation,  pledge  anew  to  each  other  our  Masonic  faith,  discuss 
the  various  subjects  which  may  be  presented,  and  to  enact  such  laws  as  will,  in  our 
judgment,  conduce  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Boyal  Craft  in  our  Grand  Juris- 
diction. 

Permit  me,  at  this  time,  to  express  my  gratification  at  meeting  so  many  compan- 
ions with  whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  meet,  upon  occasions  of  this  kind,  year 
after  year,  and  to  extend  a  cordial  and  fraternal  welcome  to  those  who  are  here 
to-day  for  the  first  time  to  aid  and  assist  in  the  perpetuation  of  our  noble  institution, 
founded  as  it  is  upon  the  immutable  principles  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  nurtured 
by  the  benign  influences  of  brotherly  love,  relief,  and  truth,  devoted  to  humanity,  and 
dedicated  to  the  Most  High  God.  And  before  engaging  in  this  important  undertaking  it 
is  fit  that  we  humble  ourselves  before  Him  whose  mercy  endureth  forever,  and  render 
grateful  thanks  for  his  watohful  care  over  us  through  another  year,  and  to  invoke 
his  blessing  upon  this  assemblage  aud  so  purify  our  minds  that  the  transactions  of 
this  Convocation  will  redound  to  the  welfare  of  the  Royal  Craft  and  to  the  glory  of 
His  great  and  holy  name. 

Twelve  months  ago,  when  we  assembled  in  this  hall  for  similar  purposes  as  those 
for  which  we  have  come  together  to-day,  we.  as  a  State,  were  alarmed  at  the  approach 
of  a  drought,  which  threatened  seriously  her  most  important  industries ;  and  time  has 
proven  that  those  apprehensions  were  well  founded,  as  the  many  empty  granaries, 
barren  fields,  and  starving  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep  have  plainly  testified.  And  in 
these  times  of  general  depression  of  business,  in  consequence  of  which  many  have 
sought  employment  in  vain,  while  others  have  engaged  in  strikes,  agitation,  and  even 
riot  and  bloodshed,  it  behooves  us,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  to  look  well  to  the  duty  we 
owe  to  our  fellow  men. 

If  there  is  one  time  more  than  another  in  which  the  pure  principles  of  Masonry 
shine  forth  with  brighter  luster  and  command  the  respect  and  admiration  of  a  com- 
munity, it  is  during  the  time  of  adversity ;  if  there  is  one  time  more  than  another 
when  the  opportunity  is  presented  for  Masonry  to  perform  her  noble  mission,  it  la 
the  time  of  sorrow  and  suffering ;  if  there  is  one  time  more  than  another  when  the 
institution  of  Masonry  merits  the  approbation  of  Heaven,  it  is  while  engaged  in  the 
laudable  act  of  relieving  the  distressed ;  but,  thanks  be  to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  we 
have  a  brighter  future  before  us  to-day.  Although  the  scene  in  some  portions  of  oar 
country  has  been  changed  from  drouth  to  deluge,  and  beautiful  homes  have  been 
made  desolate  by  the  maddened  torrento  in  their  rapid  flight  from  the  mountains  to 
the  sea,  yet  this  damage,  though  large,  sinks  into  insignificance  when  compared  with 


1878.]  OBAND  CHAPTER  OP  CALIFORNIA.  361 

the  great  benefit  which  other  portions  of  our  State  derives  from  the  bountifnl  supply 
of  water  for  mining,  agricnltural,  and  other  purposes ;  and  we  may  now  look  forward 
with  a  reasonable  hope  to  another  season  of  prosperity. 

Notwithstanding  the  paralyzed  condition  of  business  through  which  we  have  been 
struggling,  I  am  led  to  beliere  the  .prosperity  of  our  beloved  Order  has  not  been 
seriously  impaired.  Nothing  has  transpired  within  the  past  year  to  mar  the  univer- 
sal harmony  which  has  so  long  prevailed  in  our  jurisdiction,  and  from  every  section 
comes  the  welcome  words,  "  peace  be  within  thy  walls." 

I  regret  to  say  that  private  business  has  prevented  me  from  visiting  as  many 
Chapters  as  it  was  my  desire  to  have  done ;  but  in  all  those  with  which  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  I  have  been  most  cordially  received  and  in  each  have  witnessed 
the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  a  manner  worthy  of  much  commenda- 
tion. 

The  ability  and  zeal  with  which  the  afibirs  of  this  Grand  Chapter  have  hitherto 
been  managed,  the  plain  and  unmistakable  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  Reg- 
ulations, the  due  attention  paid  thereto  by  subordinate  Chapters,  have  rendered  the 
duties  of  the  executive  officer  alike  easy  and  agreeable.  Rut  few  questions  have 
been  submitted  for  my  decision,  and  those  of  minor  importance.  The  High  Priest 
of  Santa  Bosa  Chapter,  No.  45,  submits  the  following : — 

"  When  an  applicant  has  been  elected  to  the  degrees  in  a  Chapter,  and  before  he 
has  received  the  first,  can  a  companion  object  to  his  being  advanced  without  assign^ 
ing  a  reason  therefor?  " 

Answer.  An  objection  before  the  applicant  has  received  the  first,  or  Mark  degree, 
has  the  effect  of  a  black  ball,  and  cannot  be  questioned ;  but  if  one  or  more  degrees 
have  been  conferred  before  the  objection  is  interposed,  it  then  becomes  the  subject 
of  investigation. 

The  High  Priest  of  Alameda  Chapter,  No.  36,  submits  this  question  : — 

"  Oil  the  twentieth  of  February  a  resolution  is  adopted,  amending  the  By-Laws, 
and  is  forwarded  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  approval,  but  fails  to  reach  iU  destL 
nation  until  the  nineteenth  of  the  following  month,  and  is  then  approved.  When 
does  the  amendment  go  into  effect?  " 

Answer.    From  and  after  the  date  of  such  approval. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation,  it  not  being  convenient  for 
myself,  and  the  R.'.  JS.\  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  John  Mills  Browns, 
having  occasion  to  visit  Humboldt  County,  I  issued  letters  of  authorization  to  him 
to  constitute  Humboldt  Chapter,  No.  52,  and  install  the  officers  thereof.  It  is  unnec- 
essary for  me  to  add  that  the  duty  was  performed,  and  prox>er  retnms  made  to  the 
Grand  Secretary. 

On  the  nineteenth  day  of  July  last  I  received  a  communication  from  Woodland 
Chapter,  No.  46,  complaining  of  an  invasion  of  their  jurisdictional  rights  by  JHxon 
Chapter,  No.  4S,  in  conferring  the  degrees  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  upon  one  William 
SIMMS,  whose  residence  was  within  the  juri^^diction  of  the  first  named  Chapter,  and 
who  had  demanded  of  the  latter  the  fee  collected  in  the  case,  and  had  received  a  neg- 
ative reply.  Thereupon  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  High  Priest  of  Dixon 
Chapter,  requesting  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  which  were  furnished  in  due 
time,  being  substantially  the  same  aa  those  given  by  Woodland  Chapter,  adding,  also, 
that  it  was  the  same  case  presented  to  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  last  Convocation ; 
but  that,  as  they  had  not  an  opportunity  to  make  a  proper  defense,  and  believing  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  have  been  hasty,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
stitution, they  had  refused  to  refund  the  fee  unless  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest 

To  which  I  replied,  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  conclusive  and  could  not 
be  reviewed  by  the  executive  officers ;  and  therefore  ordered  the  fee  in  the  Simms  case 
to  be  refunded  to  Woodland  Chapter ;  which  order  was  promptly  complied  with. 
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Dispensations. 

It  appearing  that  the  High  Priest  elect  of  SiUter  Chapteri  No.  II,  declined  to  seire 
in  that  capacity,  on  the  fifteenth  dayfof  April  I  issaed  a  special  dispensation,  at  the 
request  of  said  Chapter,  to  hold  an  election  to  fill  that  office  at  a  time  other  than  that 
named  in  the  Constitution. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  I  issued  a  special  dispensation  to  Navcd  Chapter,  No. 
35,  to  receive  the  petition  of  a  brother  who  had  not  resided  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
tliat  Chapter  the  time  required  by  our  Constitution.  In  this  instance,  the  applicant 
being  engaged  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  consequently  liable  to  be 
changed  from  place  to  place  without  gaining  the  required  residence  in  either, 
being  a  person  well  known  to  the  companions  of  that  Chapter,  and  believing  the 
interests  of  the  Craft  would  not  be  jeopardized  thereby,  I  pursued  the  course  adopted 
by  the  Qrand  Lodge  of  California  in  such  cases. 

I  granted  a  dispensation  under  date  of  March  twentieth,  1878,  to  companions 
Fbakk  D.  Tunis,  Wiujam  W.  Jones,  Lindbet  Cabson,  and  others  at  Lakeport,  in 
Lake  County,  to  open  a  new  Chapter  at  that  place  to  be  called  Lakeport  Chapter* 
The  pax>ers  upon  which  dispensation  was  issued,  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  Grand 
Secretary.  I  have  approved  of  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  the  following  Chap- 
ters, viz.:  Caiifoimia,  No.  5,  Grass  VaUey^  No.  18,  Sierra,  No.  21,  Alameda^  No.  36 
Dixoix,  No.  48,  and  CorinOdan,  No.  51. 

Believing  that  much  good  may  result  from  the  representative  system,  and  as  this 
Grand  Body  has  heretofore  indorsed  such  action,  I  have  appointed  as  the  Representative 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont,  Comp.  Thsodobe  8.  Pece 
of  Burlington  ;  and  as  such  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado, 
Comp.  Ibvino  W.  Stanton,  of  Pueblo ;  and  that  of  Mississippi,  Comp.  Habvet  VV. 
Walteb,  of  Holly ;  and  of  New  Hampshire,  Comp.  John  J.  Bei^l,  of  Exeter ;  and  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  Comp.  Fbank  Edoab,  of  Montreal. 

At  our  last  Annual  Convocation  the  question  of  issuing  special  diplomas  to  Past 
High  Priests  was  referred  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  elect ; 
but  as  there  have  been  no  calls  for  such  diplomas  within  the  past  year,  nothing  has 
been  done  in  the  premises. 

I  attended  the  twenty- third  triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  United  States,  which  assembled  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  State  of  New  York,  on 
the  twenty -first  of  August  last.  Tliirty-two  State  Grand  Chapters  were  represented, 
being  all  who  now  acknowledge  allegiance  to  that  General  Grand  Body,  save  three — 
Bhode  Island,  Oregon,  and  Nevada.  Texas  has  not  yet  seen  fit  to  rescind  her  resolu- 
tion of  secession,  while  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia  have  never  been 
under  her  protecting  care.  Cordial  and  fraternal  invitations  were  extended  to  those 
Grand  Chapters  to  seats  of  honor  in  our  temple,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  before  another 
triennial  Convocation  will  have  assembled,  the  kind  invitation  may  be  accepted,  and 
tlie  great  family  of  American  Boyal  Arch  Masons  be  united,  once  and  forever.  The 
utmost  harmony  and  good-fellowship  prevailed  during  the  entire  deliberations.  The 
officers  and  members  were  entertained  in  princely  manner  by  the  Masons  of  Buffalo 
and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  with  an  excursion  to  Niagra  Falls,  a  banquet 
at  the  Tift  House,  a  carriage  drive  around  the  city,  etc. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  declaring  nine  members  of  a  Chapter  necessary  to  con- 
stitute a  quorum,  for  all  purposes  except  opening,  closing,  and  conferring  degrees. 

The  question  of  uniting  the  Council  degrees  with  those  of  the  Chapter,  as  dis- 
cussed in  this  Grand  Body  twelve  months  ago,  was  considered,  but  final  action 
thereon  postponed  until  the  next  triennial  Convocation.  Nevertheless,  the  subject  is 
still  under  discussion  in  various  Grand  Chapters,  and  two,  at  least,  have  succeeded  in 
perfecting  the  union,  and  their  subordinates  are  now  conferring  the  Cryptic  degrees. 
I  recommend  farther  investigation  of  this  sabject,  with  a  view  to  a  similar  consoli* 
dation. 


1878.]  GRAND  CHAPTER  OP  CALIFORNIA.  363 

The  whole  namber  of  subordinate  Chapters  nnder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  is  now  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-fire,  with  a  member- 
ship of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  companions. 

My  attention  has  frequently  been  called  to  the  want  of  a  proper  monitor,  or  text- 
book, for  the  use  of  subordinate  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction.  To  confer  the  degrees 
in  accordance  with  the  ritual  adopted  by  this  Grand  Body,  and  taught  by  our  Grand 
Lecturer,  requires  the  use  of  three  such  books  as  are  now  in  use,  which  is  a  source 
of  much  inconvenience,  and  not  unfrequently  gives  rise  to  confusion.  A  book  sim- 
ilar in  character  to  that  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  (while  the  expense 
would  be  nominal,)  would  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  Craft.  I  therefore  submit  the 
subject  for  your  consideration. 

Again  have  we  cause  for  feelings  of  gratitude  toward  Him  in  whom  we  place  our 
trust.  The  Angel  of  Death  has  passed  us  by,  and  our  proceedings  will  go  forth  with 
no  mourning-page  to  bring  to  mind  cherished  memories  of  the  departed ;  yet  we 
mourn,  we  deeply  and  sincerdy  moura,  with  Virginia,  the  loss  of  John  Dove,  and 
with  Missouri,  that  of  Gkobqe  Frank  Goulet,  whose  names  are  as  familiar  as  house- 
hold words  to  every  Mason.  They  need  no  eulogy  from  us.  Their  zeal  and  devotion 
to  Masonry,  and  their  noble  deeds  will  remain  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  Craft 
when  the  marble  shaft  erected  over  their  graves  will  have  crumbled  to  dust. 

And  now,  companions,  I  surrender  to  you  the  trust  which  twelve  months  ago  you 
placed  in  my  charge.  In  so  doing,  permit  me  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  this 
distinguished  honor,  and  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  during  this  term. 
Especially  am  I  under  obligations  to  your  Grand  Secretary  for  his  ever  ready  uid 
valuable  assistance  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  Craft  And  may  the  God  of  our 
fathers  delight  to  dwell  with  and  bless  you  forevermore. 

HENRY  HAY  KNAPP, 

Grand  High  FriesL 

Which  Address  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  three. 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  named  as  such  committee — 

{  Comp.  William  Abraham  Davies, 
On  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest: ..  }      •*      John  Renshaw  Lock  wood, 

(      "      William  George  Hudson. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  his  Annual  Beport,  as  follows  : — 

To  the  M.\  E.'.  Grand  Chapter  of  California:^ 

The  undersigned  respectfully  presents  the  following  report  of  the  transactions  of 
his  office  for  the  current  year ; — 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  close  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation,  the  proceedings 
thereat  were  printed,  and  the  usual  number  of  copies  were  at  once  forwarded  to  the 
subordinate  Chapters,  to  the  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  to  all  the  Grand 
Chapters  with  which  we  are  in  communication. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  1877,  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  High  Priest  issued  his  authori- 
zation to  R.'.  E.'.  Comp.  John  Mills  Bbownb,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  to  con- 
stitute Humboldt  Chapter,  No.  62,  and  to  install  its  officers.  The  duty  was  performed 
by  Comp.  Browne,  and  proper  return  was  made  to  this  office. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  1877,  by  order  of  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  High  Priest,  a 
special  dispensation  was  issued  to  Sutter  f Chapter,  No.  11,  to  elect  a  High  Priest— the 
High  Priest  elect  having  positively  declined  to  serve  ;  and  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
July,  1877,  a  special  dispensation  was  issued  to  Naval  Chapter,  No.  35,  to  receive  the 
petition  of  an  officer  in  the  Navy,  who  had  not  resided  within  its  jurisdiction  for  thft 
constitutional  period. 
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Bnndry  amendments  to  fhe  by-l&WB  of  sabordinate  Chapters,  all  relating  to  changes 
in  the  amount  of  fees  and  daes  and  in  the  time  of  holding  the  stated  meetings,  have 
been  approved  by  the  M.\  K\  Grand  High  Priest,  and  are  herewith  submitted  for 
reference  to  the  proper  committees. 

The  past  year  has  been  particularly  inauspicious  for  the  subordinate  Chapters, 
many  of  whom  have  done  no  work  at  i^,  while  others  have  conferred  but  one  or  two 
degrees  during  the  year.  This  inactivity  may  be  attributed  to  the  drought,  and  con- 
sequent partial  failure  of  the  crops,  and  to  financial  depression,  which  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  this  jurisdiction.  The  abundant  rains,  however,  with  which  we 
have  been  blessed  during  the  past  Winter  and  Spring,  give  abundant  promise  of  bet- 
ter times,  and  will  doubtless  have  a  revivifying  effect  upon  Masonic  bodies,  as  well 
as  upon  all  branches  of  business. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Grand  Secretary's 
office  for  the  past  year : — 

The  Grand  SecrOary  in  account  toUh  the  Grand  Ohapter  of  California,  for  the 

year  ending  January  3Is^  1878. 

RECEIPTS. 

Scan  Francisco  Chapter,  No.  1,  daes  in  fall  to  January  3(8t,  1878 $414  00 

Sonora  **  "    2,  "  **  "  "  76  60 

Sacramento  "  **    3,  "  "  "  "  306  00 

California  '*  "    6,  "  *'  «*  "  618  00 

Nevada  "  *'    6,  *'  "  "  ** 100  50 

Benieia,  "  "    7.  "  "  "  *'  28  50 

Shasta,  *'  ••    9,  "  •*  "  •«  64  60 

SuUer  "  "11,  **  "  "  "  97  00 

Merced  "  *'  12,  •*  "  "  *'  63  00 

Washington  "  "13,  "  "  "  "  20150 

St.  James  "  "16,  *'  *«  "  "  67  00 

Libanus  **  "17,  •«  "  "  "  46  60 

li^ity  "  "19,  *'  *«  "  "  46  60 

Franklin  "  "20,  "  '*  ««  *•  97  00 

Sierra  "  "21,  "  "  "  *«  58  50 

Fetaluma  "  "22,  "  "  "  ••  89  50 

Oliver  "  "23,  ♦'  "  "  "  46  50 

La  Fayette  •*  "24,  "  "  "  «  3150 

Georgetown  "  '*  25,  "  "  "  «  4950 

Oakland  "  "26,  "  "  "  *« 188  00 

Stockton  "  "28,  «  "  "  "  135  60 

Manzanita  "  "29,  "  "  "  "  109  00 

Napa  '*  ••30,  "  "  "  "  63  50 

Los  Angeles  "  •*  33,  "  "  "  "  118  50 

AUuras  "  ••34,  •«  "  "  ««  67  50 

Naval  ••  ••36,  ••  "  •«  "  156  60 

Alameda  •'  "36,  "  "  "  «  173  50 

Siloam  "  •'37,  *•  "  "  "  82  00 

BedBlvff  •'  ••40,  "  "  "  "  84  60 

Temple  •'  "41,  "  "  "  "  76  00 

Chico  "  ••42,  "  "  "  ««  102  00 

Solano  **  "43,  "  "  "  '*  75  oo 

Santa  Bosa^  "  ••45,  "  "  "  " 253  50 

Woodland  "  "46,  ••  "  "  "  9900 

Lassen  ••  ••47,  •*  "  •*  ««  ...  119  00 

Diaum  ••  *«  48,  "  "  •'  "  103  00 
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Ventura  ChA^iar,  No.  50»  daes  in  ML  to  January  Slat,  1878 $64  00 

Corinthian            **           "61,        "           **           •*            "        63  00 

Lakeport               '*          U.D.    Fee  for  Diapenaation 75  00 

Bpeoial  Dispensationa  (2) 10  00 

Diplomas  (10) 20  00 

Dividends  on  Masonic  Hall  Stock. 676  00 


Making  a  total  received  during  the  year,  df 15306  00 

The  dividends  upon  the  stock  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Association  for  the  ensuing  year 
-will  amount  to  nine  hundred  dollars,  and  with  this  addition  to  the  revenue,  and  with 
the  prospects  of  a  more  prosperous  year  for  the  subordinate  Chapters,  I  think  a 
reduction  might  be  made  in  the  dues  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  Grand 
Ohapter.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  the  Committee  on  Finances  be  requested  to 
consider  the  matter  and  suggest  such  reduction  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  expedient. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Which  report  was  referred  to  the  Cozninittee  on  Fmances. 

The  Qrand  Treasnrer  presented  his  Annual  Beport,  as  follows : — 

To  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  Galifomia:— 

The  undersigned  respectfully  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
receipts  and  disbursementB  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  since  the  last  Annual  Convoca- 
tion:— 

H.  T.  Graves,  Grand  Treasurer,  in  aocotmt  toiih  the  Grand  Chester 

<\f  California. 
1877.  DR. 

April  10.    To  balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report $8651  01 

Oct.    15.    To  cash  received  from  Grand  Secretary. 226  00 

1878. 

Jan.    14.    To  cash  received  from  Grand  Secretary .      226  00 

April   6.         "        •*  ••        '*         "  225  00 

••       8.         «•        i«  ii       «  it  4680  00 

$8850  01 

1877.  CR. 

April  10.    Paid  delegates  in  attendance  at  Annual  Convocation,  as 

per  payroll $1096  10 

«    10.       "    Grand  Officers,  as  per  pay  roll 12130 

"     19.       "    Grand  Guard,  voucher  No.  1 26  00 

April  26  to  Aug.  24.    Paid  C.  L.  Wiggin,  expenses  Grand  Secre- 
tary's office,  vouchers  Nos.  2, 5, 15, 18 185  00 

April  80, 1877,  to  April  8,  1878.    Paid  C.  L.Wiggin, salary  as  Grand 

Secretary,  vouchers  Nos.  3,  7, 11, 16, 19, 22, 
28,  25,  26,  27,  29 1200  00 

May  1, 1877,  to  April  8, 1878.    Paid  T.  H.  Caswell,  salary  as  (jrand 

Lecturer,  vouchers  Nos.  4,  8, 18,  20,  21,  24. 
28 1000  00 

Aug.    7.    Paid  C.  L.  Wiggin,  cabinet  for  Grand  Chapter  papers, 

voucher  No.  17 25  00 

May  29.       *'    S.  W.  Shaw,  portrait  P.  G.  H.  P.  Abell,  voucher 

No.6 75  00 
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June  22.    Paid  dues  to  General  Grand  Chapter,  voucher  No.  9. .  .$S856  01         28  83 
"     25.        **    rent   of  Grand   Secretary's   office,   12   months, 

voucher  No.  10 300  00 

«     29.        "    F.  Eastman,  printing  proceedings  Grand  Chapter, 

voucher  No.l2 831  72 

July  17.       "    Grand  Organist,  voucher  No.  14 26  00 

Total  expenses  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year $4862  95 

Balance  cash  on  hand 3993  06 


$8856  01   $8856  01 

The  four  hundred  and  fifty  shares  of  stock  in  the  Masonic  Hall  ABsociation  as 
reported  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation,  have 
since  been  surrendered  and  a  new  issue  for  nine  hundred  shares  received  instead. 
The  par  value  of  the  stock  now  held  is  $9000,  on  which  three  quarterly  dividends 
have  been  received,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  amounting  to  $775. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

HIRAM  T.  GRAVES, 

Grand  Treasurer. 

Which  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finances, 
The  Qrand  Lecturer  presented  the  following  report : — 

To  the  Mr.  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

During  the  past  year,  I  have  visited  and  instructed  the  officers  of  the  following 
Chapters,  viz.:  Nos.  1,  6,  11,  14,  23,  27,  30,  37,  38,  41,  52,  and  LakepoH,  U.  D.  Many 
others  would  have  been  visited  had  not  the  excessive  rains  rendered  the  roads  almost 
impassable,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  prevented  the  officers  and  companions  of 
Chapters  from  reaching  their  halls  for  any  purpose.  The  consequence  is,  there  are 
now  thirteen  appointments  and  one  call  to  organize  a  new  Chapter,  with  which  to 
commence  the  duties  of  the  new  year. 

I  have  also,  on  different  occasions,  given  instruction  to  officers  of  several  Chapters 
not  visited  ;  and  in  every  instance,  by  bodies  and  individuals,  the  same  commendable 
zeal,  as  heretofore  reported,  has  been  manifested  in  the  acquiring  of  the  work. 

The  action  of  the  last  Grand  Chapter  prohibiting  improper  indulgence  in  the  cere- 
mony of  the  Royal  Arch,  has  been  productive  of  great  good.  The  efforts  of  the  High 
Priests,  in  that  direction,  have  been  seconded  by  the  appreciative  and  intelligent 
of  the  Craft  everywhere,  and,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  a  due  decorum  and 
solemnity  are  observed  in  all  the  Chapters.  Persistence  on  their  part  will  effectually 
destroy,  and  forever,  I  trust,  the  pernicious  custom  that  has  so  marred  our  ceremo- 
nies in  the  past. 

The  recommendation  made  in  my  last  report,  that  the  Grand  Lecturer  be  imme- 
diately Informed  of  the  names  of  the  High  Priests  elect,  has  been  generally  complied 
with ;  and  as  a  consequence,  the  High  Priests  of  aU  the  Chapters  in  the  State  were 
promptly  furnished  with  certificates  of  qualification  as  required  by  the  regulation. 
In  most  cases  they  were  issued  upon  personal  knowledge  of  their  proficiency  in  the 
work,  while  in  some,  suitable  companions  were  designated  and  authorized  to  instruct 
and  qualify.    The  result  establishes  beyond  question  the  fact,  that  with  proper  at* 
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tention  on  the  part  of  Babordinates,  the  rule  works  no  injury,  but  a  lasting  benefit 
instead,  to  the  Boyal  Craft,  and  needs  only  to  be  understood  to  accomplish  the  good 
its  framers  contemplated. 

Again,  companions,  my  labors  for  the  year  are  submitted  for  your  approval,  and 
with  thanks  for  the  generous  and  fraternal  courtesies  I  hare  erer  receired  at  your 
hands,  the  foregoing  is 

BfCspectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  H.  CASWELL, 

Grand  Lecturer. 

Which  report  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  special  committee 
on  the  Address  of  the  Qrand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  CHABiiES  Louis  WioaiN,  from  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence, presented  the  following  report,  the  reading  of  which  was 
dispensed  with,  the  members  being  furnished  with  printed  copies : — 


2b  (he  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

Tour  Committee  on  Correspondence  have  again  completed  the  task  assigned 
them,  and  herewith  present  the  result  of  their  labors.  The  proceedings  of  forty 
Orand  Bodies  have  been  receired  and  reviewed,  as  follows : 


for. 
If 


Alabama, 

Arkansas, 

Canada, " 

colobado " 

Connecticut *' 

Delawabb " 

DisTBicT  OF  Columbia,...  " 

Flobida, ** 

Qeoboia, ** 

Illinois, " 

Indiana, " 

Iowa '* 

Kansas, " 

Louisiana " 

Maine " 

Mabtland " 

Massachusetts, " 

Michigan '* 

Minnesota, '* 

Mississippi, 


(1 


.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1876 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 


MissouBi, for 1877 

Nebbaska, " 1877 

Nevada, " 1877 

New  Hampshibe, "  1876&  1877 


New  Jebsey, "  . . 

New  Yobk, "  . . 

NOBTH  CABOLINA, "  . . 

Nova  Scotia **  . . 

Ohio "  .. 

Obeoon "  .. 

Quebec, "  .. 

Bhode  Island *'  . . 

South  Carolina, *•  . . 

Tennessee, •'  .. 

Texas «•  .. 

Vermont "  . . 

West  Yiboinia •*  . . 

Wisconsin, '«  . . 

Gb.  M'k  L.  Eno.  &  Wales,  "  . . 
Genebal  Gband  Chapteb,  " 1877 


.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
.1877 
,  .1877 
.1876 
.1877 
.1876 
,.1877 
.1876 


Only  Kentucky,  Pennsylyania,  and  Virginia  are  wanting  to  make  our  report  com- 
plete. We  tried  hard  to  obtain  them,  but  without  success.  We  regret  this  failure, 
not  alone  that  it  renders  our  report  incomplete,  but  for  the  more  important  reason 
that  the  proceedings  of  those  Grand  Chapters  are  always  especially  interesting,  and 
their  Reports  on  Correspondence  are  filled  with  important  and  useful  information  to 
the  craft  in  general.  We  present  our  compliments  to  Comps.  Hendebson,  Meteb, 
and  Isaacs,  and  indulge  the  hope  that  they  will  not  again  be  missed  from  our  family 
circle. 
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First  upon  our  list,  ae  usual,  never  failing  to  answer  at  roll-call,  comes  our  ever 
welcome  sister, 

ALABAMA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama  held  its  seroi-centeDDial  Convocation  in  the  citj 
of  Montgomery  on  the  fifth  day  of  December,  1876,— the  R.'.  R\  Jakes  E.  Cobb,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  E,\  Daniel  Saybe  being  Grand  Secretary.  Thirty-two 
subordinate  Chapters  were  represented,  the  number  borne  upon  the  registry  being 
forty-four. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  an  able  Address,  speaks  somewhat  gloomily  of  the  con- 
dition of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  that  jarisdiction.  He  says  that  "depressing  influ- 
ences, in  shapes  and  power  almost  protean ''  have  visited  them,  and  that  Masonry  has 
not  escaped  these  balefnl  inflaences.  He  complains  of  a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  that  the  love  of  many  has  waxed  cold,  as  evidenced  by 
the  long  list  of  suspensions.  He  even  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  many  of  the  Chapters 
wonid  find  it  unsafe  to  submit  their  records  to  a  close  scrutinv  to  determine  whether 
they  had  not  forfeited  their  charters  Ihroagh  failure  to  meet  as  required  by  the  Con- 
stitution. He  earnestly  exhorts  his  companions  to  a  more  panctual  attendence  upon 
the  Convocations  of  their  Chapters,  and  to  awaken  and  stimulate  zeal  in  this  regard. 
One  cause  of  the  existing  apathy  he  ascribes  to  a  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
the  ofBcers  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  of  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  degp'ees,  and 
he  expresses  the  opinion  that,  if  the  Grand  Chapter  coald  devise  some  practical 
ni^thod  of  disseminating  a  knowledge  of  the  work,  it  would  tend  greatly  to  a  revival 
of  interest. 

Try  California's  plan,  companions,— appoint  a  competent  Grand  Lecturer,  with  an 
adequate  salary,  and  let  him  visit  each  Chapter  in  the  jarisdiciion  where  his  services 
are  required,  and  you  will  soon  see  a  decided  improvement  in  the  zeal  of  the  compan- 
ions and  a  manifest  renewal  of  their  flagging  interest.  Let  the  Grand  Officers  visit 
occasionally  the  weak  and  moriband  Ch.ipters  and  by  encouragement  and  advice  stim- 
ulate to  renewed  exertions,  to  throw  off  their  apathy,  and,  once  more  entering  the  vine- 
yard, work  manfnily  for  the  wages  to  which  the  faithful  workman  is  entitled,  and 
which  will  not  be  withheld. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  says  he  does  not  speak  to  discourage,  but  can  even  con- 
gratalate  them  that,  all  things  considered,  it  is  as  well  with  them  as  it  is,  and  that 
there  are  well  grounded  hopes  of  better  days.  That  tiiey  may  speedily  come  is  our 
most  earnest  wish. 

He  decided  that  the  restoration  of  the  charter  to  a  Chapter,  after  forfeiture  or 
arrest,  placed  the  Chapter  in  the  same  condition  held  by  it  at  the  time  of  forfeiture, 
and  that  every  companion  who  was  a  member  at  the  date  of  forfeiture  or  arrest  regains 
his  membership,  unless  in  the  meantime  he  may  have  united  with  some  other  Chapter. 
Also  that,  after  an  unfavorable  ballot  has  been  had,  and  the  candidate  declared 
rejccied,  if  the  member  who  cast  the  black  ball— one  only  having  appeared— declares 
that  he  cast  the  negative  ballot  under  a  misapprehension,  the  ballot  may  again  be 
spread  and  the  candidate  elected,  provided  no  member  wno  was  present  at  the  first 
balloting  has  left  the  hall  in  the  meantime.  Also  that  any  member  of  a  Chapter  haa 
the  right  to  interpose  an  objection  to  the  reception  of  a  candidate  after  his  election 
without  giving  his  reasons  therefor,  and  if  such  objection  is  made  the  candidate  can- 
not receive  the  degrees  until  the  objection  is  withdrawn ;  bat  if  the  objecting  com- 
panion is  present  at  the  balloting,  and  after  a  favorable  result  is  annonnced,  states  his 
objection  in  open  Chapter,  and  gives  his  reasons  for  so  doing,  it  is  the  province  of  the 
Chapter  to  determine  upon  the  snfficiency  of  the  reasons  given,  and  decide  upon  their 
validity :  all  which  we  believe  to  be  good  law  and  in  accordance  with  the  general 
practice  in  this  and  other  jurisdictions. 
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Snndry  dispensations  were  granted  for  special  purposes,  bnt  none  were  Issued 
for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters.  The  Grand  High  Priest  says— and  we  entirely 
agree  with  htm--"  the  dispensing  power  should  be  exercised  with  great  caution.^' 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Green  was  presented  with  a  serrice  of  silver.  He  was 
not  green  enough  to  refuse  it,  bnt  ''talked  back"  to  the  committee,  and  we  doubt 
not  they  had  a  good  time. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : — 

BeMohed.  Thatw.Uie  representative  of  this  Grand  Chapter  In  the  next  triennial 
Conclave  of  tlie  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
instructed  to  oppose  any  and  all  efforts  that  may  be  made  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  or  otherwise  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
over  the  State  Grand  Chapters. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again'from  the  genial  pen  of  Comp.  Palmer  J. 
PiLLAKS,  who  pays  his  respects  to  thirty-four  Grand  Chapters,  California  for  1876 
being  among  the  number.  He  calls  us  the  "Sunset  State.''  Possibly  we  are  cor- 
rectly named,  but  we  assure  Comp.  Pillans  that,  although  we  may  be  the  Sunset 
State,  we  show  no  symptoms  of  declining. 

He  quotes  a  paragraph  ft'om  the  Address  of  Comp.  Reynolds,  relative  to  the 
cause  of  the  easy  and  pleasant  character  of  his  duties  as  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
says:  " It  is  the  highest  compliment  he  could  have  paid  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
High  Priests  and  the  harmony  of  the  Craft."  He  quotes  approvingly  from  our  report 
of  that  year,  and  refrains  from  rapping  us  over  the  knuckles  for  differing  with  his 
Grand  High  Priest  upon  the  by-law  question.  Perhaps  he  agrees  with  us,  but  didn't 
like  to  say  so. 

The  report  is  written  in  Comp.  Pillans'  usual  courteous  style,  and  contains  much 
that  is  both  interesting  and  instructive,  but  we  have  not  space  to  introduce  half  the 
good  things  he  says,  and  time  presses,  for  the  stack  of  Masonic  literature  before  us, 
yet  to  be  reviewed,  is  truly  formidable. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.  Address :  Mont- 
gomery. 

ABKANSAS. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas  held  its  twent-eighth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Little  Rock  on  Thursday,  the  fourth  day  of  October,  1877, — the  R.'.  E.\  John 
W.  RisoN,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  £.*.  Luke  E.  Barber  being  Grand 
Secretary.  Forty-one  subordinate  Chapters  made  returns,  and  twenty-four  were 
represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  Jf.*.  E,\  Comp.  £.  R.  Du  Val,  being  a  physician,  was  pre- 
vented by  professional  duties  from  attending  the  Annual  Convocation,  and  his  address* 
(a  well  prepared  paper),  was  read  by  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.    He  says: — 

In  pride,  with  gratitude,  we  have-heard  from  the  veterdn  workers  of  the  North, 
The  South,  the  East,  the  West,  these  words  of  cheer :  The  night  has  passed  away,  the 
sun  has  risen,  and  the  clouds  have  drifted  afar ;  gloom  has  ended  in  sunlight.  The 
royal  craft  are  reanimated ;  their  banners  are  raised  aloft,  and  never  iM^ain  will  they 
droop,  or  their  zealous  defenders  grow  cold  or  iudifferent  to  friendahipt  union,  fer^ 
veney,  and  purity. 

These  are  words  of  good  cheer,  and  we  rejoice  to  hear  them  from  a  jurisdiction 
which  has  suffered  much  from  adverse  circumstances,  and  upon  whose  altars  the  fires 
had  somewhat  languished.  We  congratulate  our  companions  of  Arkansas  upon  this 
evidence  uf  renewed  prosperity,  and  they  have  our  most  earnest  wishes  for  their 
future  welfare  and  success. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  misfortune  has  again  fallen  upon  this  Grand  Chapter  through 
the  instrumentility  of  flre,  which  destroyed  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  with  all  the 
records  and  archives  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  together  with  a  valuable  library.  This 
second  disaster  by  flre  is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  for  doubtless  many  of  the  volumes 
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destroyed  will  be  difflcalt  to  replace,  to  say  nothiog  of  the  loss  of  records  and  ▼ala- 
able  manascriptfl.  Oar  companions  have  oar  warmest  sympathy  in  their  loss,  and  if 
Bro.  LuKB  will  send  as  a  list  of  his  wants,  we  will  do  our  best  to  snpply  them  so  far 
as  the  proceedings  of  oar  own  and  other  Grand  Bodies  are  concerned. 

One  dispensation  was  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  annonnoed  the  death  of  the  venerable  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  Comp.  E.  H.  WsiTFiSLn,  who,  he  stated,  had  been  an  active  and  enthnsiastic 
Mason  for  more  than  fifty  years.  ▲  moamlng  page  in  the  proceedings  is  inscribed  to 
his  memory. 

▲  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Comp.  Jobn  R.  Eakin,  which, 
although  brief,  contains  muUum  in  parvo.  He  apologizes  for  its  meagreness.  and  for 
cause  states,  that  Comp.  John  W.  Rison  was  prevented  by  Illness  flrom  attending  to 
the  work,  and  the  other  members  of  the  committee  had  been  pre-occnpied  by  arduous 
cares  and  labors  in  pablic  offices  which  demanded  all  their  time  not  required  in  the 
disQharge  of  domestic  duties ;  still  the  committee  have  managed  to  condense,  in  a 
report  of  sixteen  pages,  much  that  is  interresting  and  instructive,  and  the  document 
bears  upon  its  face  the  evidence  that  it  was  written  by  no  tyro  in  the  art  of  ink  sling- 
ing. 

Upon  the  sobject  of  *'  Cryptic  Degrees,"  we  qoote  his  remarks  at  length,  as  being 
of  especial  interest  to  the  companions  of  this  jurisdiction.    Comp.  Eakin  says: — 

The  sentiment  is  becoming  prevalent,  and  is  still  fast  spreading,  that  we  have  too 
many  Grand  Bodies,  into  which  Masonry  is  divided,  especially  that  there  is  not 
enough  in  the  Council  degrees  to  Justify,  or  keep  ap  an  interest  in,  a  separate 
organization  and  jurisdiction.    We  are  sure,  at  least,  that  it  is  so  in  Arkansas. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Marvland,  in  his  address  (1876)  alludes  to  the  fact  that 
"  a  few  years  ago,  for  the  sake  of  being  in  accord  with  a  great  majority  of  our  sister 
Grand  Chapters,  this  Grand  Chapter  relinquished,  for  the  time  being,  whatever  con- 
trol it  had  over  the  Cryptic  degrees.''  lie  says,  "  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to 
acknowledge  that  this  action  has  renUted  disastrously  to  the  interests  of  Cryptic 
Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction.' '  He  calls  upon  every  companion  to  give  this  matter 
his  serious  attention,  and  be  prepared  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation  to  suggest 
methods  for  a  revival  of  .interest  m  these  instructive  degrees. 

The  State  of  Mississippi  seems  to  have  taken  the  lead  in  this  movement  to  reinfnse 
life  into  the  Chapters,  by  the  readjustment  of  the  degrees  on  a  more  rational  model, 
and  one  more  in  accordance  with  ancient  practice,  and  it  emanated,  as  was  most 
decorous,  from  the  General  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  at  their  Annual 
Convocation.  At  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  February,  1877, 
the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  address,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand 
Council  bad  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Grand  Chapter  for  a  surrender 
to  the  latter  of  its  degrees.  He  recommended  their  acceptance  as  *'  a  consumma- 
tion devoutly  to  be  wished,"  and  proposed,  as  a  matter  of  respect  to  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  that  its  sanction  be  solicited  to  the  measure.  A 
joint  special  committee  was  raised  from  the  two  Grand  bodies,  which  presented  a 
report  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  after  a  full  discussion,  wUkout  a 
single  dissenting  voice.  Such  unanimity  on  so  important  a  subject  is  remarkable. 
The  report  presented  the  following  arrangement  by  which  the  degrees  are  to  be 
transferred  :— 

j^irs^That  each  Royal  Arch  Chapter  shall  hereafter  open  within  its  bosom,  under 
its  charter,  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  confer  the  degrees,  the  cor- 
responding officers  of  the  Chapter  to  be  officers  of  the  Council. 

Sscond— That  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  not  received  the  degrees  of  Roval 
and  Select  Master  shall  be  entitled  to  have  them  conferred  without  char^^e,  and  tnat 
candidates  who  shall  hereafter  receive  the  Royal  Arch  degree  shall  immediately 
receive  the  Council  degrees,  without  charge. 

T/iird— That  the  present  and  past  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Council,  and  all 
present  and  past  Thrice  Illustrious  Masters  of  subordinate  Councils  be  entitled  to 
participate  in  all  the  procedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  without  voting,  till  the  Consti- 
tution can  be  amended. 

Fourth— Ths,t  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  is  most  earnestly,  bat 
respectfully,  petitioned  to  permit  the  decrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  to 
be  conferred  as  a  part  of  tne  Royal  Arch  degree,  the  former  before  the  Royal  Arch 
and  the  latter  after. 
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Bach  is  the  sabstance  of  the  scheme.  The  permfssion  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  seems  to  ha^e  been  asked  only  as  a  matter  of  respect.  Instructions 
were  issued  in  detail  to  the  subordinate  Councils  and  Chapters  for  oarrving  the  plan 
into  effect,  commencing  as  follows :  "AH  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  cease 
to  exist.'' 

A  similar  joint  committee  was  raised  in  the  btate  of  California,  whioli,  on  the  11th 
of  May,  1877,  addressed  a  circular  to  all  the  subordinate  Chapters  and  Councils  in  the 
State,  and  to  all  the  Grnnd  Chapters  and  Grand  Councils  everywhere,  containing  the 
memorial  on  this  subject  which  they  had  prepared  for  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to 
be  held  at  Buffalo.  This  memorial  presents  the  resolutions  of  the  Galifomia  Orand 
Chapter  at  the  Convocation  of  April  Uth,  approving  of  the  plan  adopted  in  Missis- 
sippi for  the  transfer  of  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees  to  the  Chapters,andfraternallv 
represents  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  that  **  the  separation  of  the  two  systems" 
*  *  *' is  entirely  unnecessary ;  that  such  separation  operates  to  the  detriment 
of  the  whole  body  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,"  and  they  say  "  they  but  give  utterance  to 
the  opinion  of  every  intelligent  Mason  in  our  midst  when  they  declare  the  multiplica- 
tion of  Orand  Bodies  to  be  an  unmixed  evil." 

These  proceedings  of  Mississippi  and  of  California  were  laid  before  the  Grand 
Chapter  or  Oregon  at  the  Annual  Convocation  held  on  June  8th,  and  were  referred  to 
a  committee.  They  reported  at  once,  a  resolution  which  was  adopted,  "That  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  is  renpectfuily  petitioned  to  permit  the 
degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  to  be  conferred  as  a  part  of  the  Royal  Arch 
degree." 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada,  at  its  Annual  Convocation,  on  the  Uth  of  Jane, 
1877,  had  the  California  circular  laid  before  it.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
which  recommended  that  the  memorial  and  petition  set  forth  in  the  circular  be 
indorsed  by  tliat  Grand  Cliapter.    This  resolution  also  was  adopted  uMMtiimoudy. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  ^orth  Carolina  has  also  responded  promptly  to  the  Cali- 
fornia circular,  and  appointed  a  committee  of  tliree  to  act  with  a  similar  committee 
of  the  Grand  Council  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  the 
same  object. 

This  exhibits  something  of  the  width  and  unanimity  of  the  movement,  and  shows 
the  dcap  seated  conviction  which  has  taken  possession  of  Chapters  and  Councils  that 
their  separation  is  forced  and  unnatural,  and  the  confident  expectation  that  a  reunion 
of  them  would  infuse  new  life  and  vigor  into  both.  We  hope  we  do  not  transcend 
our  province  in  recommending  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas  a  movement  in  the 
same  direction.  Every  member  of  our  committee  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  con- 
viction of  its  propriety.  The  Council  degrees  lie  neglected  and  almost  forgotten  in 
Oouncils  which  seldom  meet,  and  the  Grand  Council  itself  drags  on  with  scarcely  a 
show  of  vitality.  Before  it  "  dies  and  makes  no  sign,''  it  oaght  to  be  taken  into  the 
bosom  of  the  Chapter,  where  its  beautiful  and  impressive  degrees  would  impart  new 
interest  and  fresh  charms  to  Capitular  Masonry.  The  attendance  upon  the  subordi- 
nate Chapters  would  be  largely  increased,  and  that,  reacting  upon  the  Blue  Lodges, 
would  attract  crowds 'of  applicants,  seeking  admission.  After  all,  increase  of  mem- 
bership amonff  Chapters  deeply  in  earnest,  and  fond  of  Masonry,  is  the  truest  test  of 
prosperity.  The  growth  maj^  be  sttmetimes  unhealty,  bat  that  may  be  controlled. 
Where  there  is  no  growth,  it  is  vain  to  seek  consolation  in  any  supposed  progress  of 
purification.    We  may  rattier  fear  mortification  and  decay. 

We  find  some  indications  of  a  disposition  to  he  rid  of  the  Past  Master's  degree  as 

Bart  of  Capitular  Masonry.  See  especially  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
[ississippl.  Really  it  belongs  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Blue  Lodges,  and  should  be 
for  the  practical  une  of  actual  Past  Masters.  Its  meaning  is  not  easily  understood, 
where  it  stands  in  the  Chapter.  It  seems  apropos  of  nothing  before  it  or  that  comes 
after.  Where  seriously  conferred  it  has  but  little  interest — ^generallv  it  is  much 
abused  and  becomes  a  nuisance  to  the  earnest  companion  seeking,  in  all  ceremonies, 
the  high  symbolism  of  the  Craft  If  it  should  be  that  the  two  Council  degrees  are 
added  to  the  Chapter,  it  may  be  worth  consideration  whether  the  Past  Master's  may 
not  be  well  eliminated,  and  left  where  it  properly  belongs ;  and  where,  being  earnest 
and  praetieal,  and  having  its  due  Masonic  effect,  It  is  sure  to  be  more  decently  treated 
than  it  often  is  in' oar  Chapters,  where  it  means  nothing,  and  confers  no  privileges 
amongst  Masons.  It  is  part  of  a  play,  which,  if  the  drama  be  lengthened  by  more 
interesting  acta,  may  well  be  cut  out. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  :— 

Beaolvedt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  act  in  coi^unetion  with  a 
like  committee  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Arkansas,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propri«*tv  of  requesting  permission  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  this  jurisdiction 
to  transfer  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Crvptic  degrees  from  the  Councils  to  the  Chapters 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  that  said  committee  report  at  the  next  general  Convoca- 
tion, BO  that  such  action  may  then  be  had  as  will  fnlly  advise  the  General  Grand 
Cnapter  of  our  wishes  in  that  regard. 
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It  will  thoB  be  seen  that  California  and  Miasisaippi  are  by  no  means  alone  in  their 
desire  to  unite  the  two  branches  of  Masonry. 

80  far  as  California  is  concerned,  we  fear  that,  aniess  the  Junction  is  elTected, 
Cryptic  Masonry  in  this  State  will  die  of  inanition.  We  sincerely  hope  that,  before 
another  triennial  Conclave  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is  held,  a  snfflcient  number 
of  the  advocates  of  this  measure  will  so  forcibly  express  their  views  as  to  induce  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  to  take  favorable  action  in  the  premises. 

Following  is  the  synopsis  of  returns  of  Chapters : — 

Number  of  chartered  Chapters,  60;  number  of  Chapters  under  dispensation,  4 ; 
number  of  chartered  Chapters  making  returns,  37 ;  number  of  Chapters  under  dis- 
pensation making  returns,  3 ;  number  represented,  19 ;  number  exalted,  67 ;  number 
admitted,  12 ;  number  dimitted,  45  ;  number  died,  28  ;  number  suspended  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  13 ;  number  suspended  for  unmasonic  conduct,  2 ;  number  expelled, 
1 ;  number  reinstated,  4.    Number  of  alBliated  Royal  Arch  Masons,  1453. 

This  is  considerable  improvement  upon  the  showing  of  last  year,  and  we  trust 
that  in  the  near  future  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  number  of  chartered 
Chapters  and  the  number  of  Chapters  making  returns  represented  by  the  same 
figures. 

The  M.\  E,\  Jonathan  W.  Jordan  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  i2.*. 
E,\  Luke  E.  Barber  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Little  Rock. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  October,  1878. 

CANADA. 

An  Emergent  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Toronto  on  the  second  day  of  February,  1877,  to  take  into  consideration  the  organiza- 
t  on  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec.  All  the  correspondence  and  documents  relating 
thereto  were  presented,  and,  after  considerable  discussion  of  the  question,  fraternal 
recognition  was  extended  to  the  new  Grand  Chapter  and  she  was  cordially  welcomed 
as  a  sister  among  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  world. 


The  twentieth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  London  on  the  eighth 
day  of  August,  1877,— the  M,\  E.\  L.  H.  Hbkderson,  Grand  Z ,  presiding,  the  Itr.E.-, 
Damiel  Spry  being  Grand  Scribe  E.  Fifty-four  subordinate  Chapters  were  repre- 
sented, eighty-one  being  borne  upon  the  registry. 

The  Grand  Z.,  in  his  Address,  briefly  reviews  the  history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  the  Dominion  of  Csnada  for  the  past  twenty  years ;  and  the  progress  made  by  our 
companions  of  the  north  in  this  comparatively  brief  period  is  indeed  gratifying  and 
most  encouraging. 

In  January,  1857,  three  Chapters  assembled  and  formed  the  Grand  Chspter  of 
Canada ;  since  which  time  it  has  given  birth  to  two  Grand  Chapters —  Nova  Scotia 
and  Quebec — and,  after  deducting  the  number  withdrawn  to  form  these  Grand  Chap- 
ters, hss  still  upon  its  roll  secenty  prosperous  subordinates.  Well  may  the  Grand  Z. 
congratulate  his  companions  upon  this  evidence  of  prosperity,  and  point  to  it  as  an 
"  indication  of  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the  companions  who  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  in  this  Dominion." 

The  Grand  Z.  pays  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  lamented  companion 
George  Fbank  Gouley,  who  y|as  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

A  friendly  correspondence  between  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  the  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  relative  to  the  vexed  question  of 
revoking  the  commission  of  Comp.  John  Edwin  Mason,  representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  near  that  Grand  Body,  was  submitted,  and  we  are  happy  to  learn 
that  this  matter,  which  at  one  time  threatened  an  interruption  of  harmony  between 
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these  Grand  Chapters,  has  been  finally  and  amicably  settled.  Comp.  Mason  ten- 
dered his  resignation  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  which  was  accepted,  but 
before  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  had  been  notified  of  the  resignation,  Comp. 
Mason  was  striclcen  from  the  roll  of  Grand  Representatives  by  that  body. 

Poor  Mason  appears  to  be  a  sort  of  Masonic  Ishmaelite,  whose  hand  is  against 
every  man  and  every  man's  hand  against  him.  As  a  correspondent  his  ability  was 
recognized,  albeit  his  pen  was  dipped  oftener  in  gall  than  in  honey.  We  understand 
he  has  left  the  jurisdiction  of  the  District,  and  in  some  new  field  of  labor  he  may  yet 
shine  forth  a  brilliant  light. 

Four  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  were  granted.  One  Chapter 
which  had  been  working  under  a  warrant  from  England  surrendered  its  charter  and 
received  a  dispensation  to  continue  its  work  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Canada.  Under 
the  head  of  "  finance ''  the  Grand  Z.  states  that  the  Grand  Chapter  has  now  an 
invested  fund  of  $4500 ;  another  and  material  evidence  of  prosperity. 

The  reports  of  the  various  District  Superintendents,  show  the  subordinates  to  be 
generally  in  a  fiourishing  and  satisfactory  condition.  Charters  were  granted  to  four 
Chapters  under  dispensation. 

Comp.  Daniel  Spry  was  received  and  accredited  as  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec. 

The  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  borne  upon  the  rolls  is  3116. 

Comp.  Hbnky  Robertson  submitted  a  well  prepared  and  interesting  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence, in  which  the  transactions  of  twenty-four  Grand  Chapters  are  carefully 
and  intelligently  reviewed.  We  regret  to  find  that  our  proceedings  for  two  years 
past  have  failed  to  reach  him.  We  cannot  account  for  this  failure,  as  we  have  regu- 
larly mailed  them  to  his  address,  and  we  feel  greatly  annoyed  at  their  non-reception, 
as  we  are  always  pleased  to  know  what  our  Canadian  Companions  think  of  as,  and 
we  have  hitherto  received  nothing  but  kind  and  cordial  greetings  from  that  quarter ; 
nothing  discouraged,  however,  we  will  adopt  as  our  motto :  "  Try,  try  again.'' 

Under  the  head  of  Arkansas,  Comp.  Robbktmn  dissents  from  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  who  say,  with  reference  to  the  Past  Master's 
degree :  "  We  know  of  nothing  in  this  degree,  as  conferred  in  the  Chapter,  which 
would  prevent  a  virtual  Past  Master  from  being  present  in  a  Convocation  on  such  an 
occasion,  if  the  actual  Past  Masters  permit." 

This,  Comp.  Robertson  says  is  wrong  according  to  their  practice.  "  The  degrees 
are  totally  distinct,  and  the  possessor  of  either  has  no  right  to  be  present  at  the 
meetings  of  the  other."    We  concur. 

Upon  the  question  of  re-instatement  after  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  his 
argument  is  sound,  and  in  accordance  with  the  practice  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Under  the  head  of  Indiana,  he  quotes  the  following  rule  :— 

"Rule  204.  A  companion  who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  shal', 
upon  the  payment  of  Much  dues,  and  a  majority  vote  of  his  Chapter,  at  any  stated 
Convocation,  be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  membership  in  his  Chap- 
ter.*' 

Upon  which  he  comments  as  follows  :— 

Why  a  majority  vote  should  be  required  we  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  It  looks  as 
if  they  wanted  to  take  advantage  of  the  pecuniary  necessities  of  a  companion  to  keep 
him  out  of  the  Chapter.  If  there  is  notning  else  against  him  but  the  non-payment  of 
dues,  he  should  be  re-admitted  at  once  on  paying  up.  If  there  is  any  thing  else 
against  him,  the  more  manly  and  straight-foward  course  would  be  to  prefer  charges 
against  him.  With  us  the  payment  of  the  arrears,  ipso  fado,  restores  the  companion 
to  good  standing  without  any  vote  of  the  Chapter.  We  object,  decidedly,  to  the  idea 
that  non-payment  of  dues  is  a  Masonic  crirnet  and  it  shofuld  not  be  treated  with  the 
same  seventy  as  unmasonic  conduct 

In  his  closing  remarks,  Comp.  Robsrtjon  says  :— 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  brought  into  contact  with  the  many  zealous  Masonic  writers 
who  are  so  ably  furthering  the  objects  of  our  Institution.    From  them  we  can  gather 
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words  of  wisdom  and  brij^Iit  thoughts  clothed  in  happy  language.  And  it  is  still 
more  pleasant  to  be  able  to  watch  and  note  the  many  Deiieflcent  effects  of  the  teach- 
ings received  in  the  Masonic  Brotherhood.  How  the  poor  and  distressed  are  relieved 
and  assisted ;  how  the  erring  brother  is  kind  I  v  and  fraternally  reclaimed  ;  how  the 
whole  standard  of  human  morality  U  raised  by  the  united  action  of  men  banded 
together  to  do  good.  All  these,  snd  many  other  deeds  of  mercy  and  charity  iu  its 
broadest  sense,  cause  the  heart  of  the  faithful  to  leap  with  joy  and  glow  with  fervor, 
and  rejoice  at  belonging  to  an  institution  capable  of  such  excellent  results. 

The  M.\  E,\  Fred.  J.  Henet  was  elected  Grand  Z.,  and  the  22*. E.;  Daniel  Spry 
was  re-elected  Grand  Scribe  E.    Address :  Toronto. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Hamilton,  Ontario.^on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  August,  1878. 

COLORADO. 

The  third  Annual  Convocati6n  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Denyer  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  1877,— the  M.:  E.'.  Irviko  W. 
Stanton,  Qrand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.'.  E,\  Ed.  C.  Parmelbb  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Seven  chartered  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  confined  to  matters  of  local  interest.  No 
death  had  occurred  among  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  death  of  only 
one  member  of  a  subordinate  Chapter  was  reported.  Truly,  our  companions  of  Colo  • 
rado  have  good  cause  for  gratitude  to  the  Beneficent  Ruler  of  events,  **  for  He  is 
good,  for  His  mercy  endureth  forever.*' 

Of  the  General  Qrand  Chapter,  he  speaks  as  follows  :— 

I  am  compelled  to  reverse  my  opinion  of  the  usefulnes;*  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter.  Heretofore  I  have  considered  it  a  somewhat  uselesH  appendage,  and  of  but 
little  practical  benefit.  Hereafter  I  rhall  not  so  regard  it.  From  henceforth  1  am  an 
advocate  of  the  GeneraHyrand  Chapter,  and  for  several  reatsoni*,  but  one  in  partic- 
ular, which  would  suffice  if  there  were  no  other ;  that  is  the  opport unity  afforded  once 
in  three  years  for  the  Representatives  of  the  State  Grand  Chapters  to  meet  each 
other  in  friendly  intercourse,  and.  as  companions  and  brothers  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  words,  interchange  friendly  greetings  and  opinions.  Coming  from  all  portions 
of  our  common  country,  learning  to  know  and  appreciate  each  other,  recognizing 
true  merit,  from  whatever  point  of  the  compass  it  may  come,  the  influence  exerted 
by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America  tor  "  peace  and  har- 
mony *'  and  "good  will  toward  men"  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  overestimated. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  received  cordial  recognition. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  apologized  for  not  presenting 
a  report,  and  off'ered  to  prepare  one  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  if  desired^ 
but  a  resolution  was  adopted  accepting  hi?  apology  and  dispensing  with  a  report  for 
this  year. 

The  M,',  E.\  Obkn  H.  Hknrt  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  R,\  K\  Ed. 
C.  Parmelbb  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Georgetown. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Denver  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  September,  1878. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  held  its  seventy-ninth  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  city  of  New  Haven  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  1877,— the  M,\  E.\  Henrt  W. 
Cote,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  £L*.  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Thirty-five  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  contains  little  of  interest  to  the  general 
reader.  Re  announces  the  gratifying  fact  that  the  Grand  Chapter  meets  with 
unbroken  ranks ;  Death,  the  fell  destroyer,  who  has  stricken  down  so  many  good  and 
true  companions  in  other  jurisdictions,  having  passed  them  by.  He  alludes  in  feel- 
ing terms  to  the  untimely  death  of  our  lamented  companion,  (Seorge  Frank  Goulet, 
and  a  mourning  page  is  inscribed  to  his  memory  in  the  printed  proceedings. 

But  one  decision  is  reported,  and  that  was  rendered  in  accordance  with  local 
regulations. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  of  Qaebeo  was  doly  recognised  and  a  fraternal  welcome 
extended  to  her. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted ,  and  laid  upon  the  table  until  the  next 
Annual  Convocation : — 

Rerolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  thin  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  no  candidate 
for  exaltation  to  the  Capitular  degrees  of  Masonry  should  be  subjected  to  a  second 
ballot,  after  a  ballot  has  once  been  declared  clear  and  the  candidate  declared 
elected,  and  so  recorded  in  the  records  of  any  subordinate  Chapter,  unless  the  com- 
panion who  may  object  to  the  advancement  of  any  candidate  to  any  of  the  degrees 
of  Capitular  Masonry  shall  do  so  on  the  ground  of  newly  discovered  evidence  against 
the  Masonic  character  of  the  candidate  since  the  ballot  which  elected  him  was  taken. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secsetary  were  re-elected.  Address :  Hartford. 

DELAWARE. 

The  ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Wilmington  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  January,  1877,— the  Jf.*.  £.'.  Willis 
HoLDEN,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  B.:  E.\  J.  P.  Allxond  being  Grand  Sec- 
retary. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  very  brief,  and  his  oflBcial'  acta  were 
summed  op  in  two  paragraphs.  In  one  he  states  that  he  had  visited  all  the  Chapten 
in  the  State  save  two,  who  were  unable  to  obtain  a  quorum  on  the  occasion  of  his 
visit.  He  had  also  appointed  a  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Vir- 
ginia ;  "  only  this  and  nothing  more.'*  He  reports  all  the  Chapters  visited  by  him  to  • 
be  in  good  working  order,  though  not  making  many  memben,  owing  to  the  depres- 
sion in  business. 

A  companion,  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  asked  leave  to  have  the 
report  printed  when  completed,  which  request  was  granted.  We  are  not  surprised 
that  the  committee  desired  time  to  prepare  a  report  so  elaborate  as  that  submitted 
for  our  inspection.  It  consists  of  twenty-one  lines,  simply  enumerating  the  proceed- 
ings received,  and  apologizing  for  thd  absence  of  a  report  on  account  of  lack  of  time 
to  prepare  one.    We  hope  the  committee  will  have  more  time  next  year. 

The  most  of  the  regular  committees  reported  nothing  to  do,  and  the  proceedings 
are  wonderfully  barren  of  interest. 

The  Jf.'.  S,\  J.  F.  Mtnich  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  72.*.  E.\ 
J.  P.  Allxovd  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Wilmington. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

We  find  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District,  the  record  of  the 
transactions  at  the  semi-annual,  two  special,  and  the  Annual  Convocations. 

At  the  semi-annual  Convocation,  held  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  1877,  the 
circular  from  this  jurisdiction,  recommending  the  union  of  the  Cryptic  with  the  Chap- 
ter degrees,  was  received  and  the  following  action  was  taken  thereon :~ 

On  motion,  the  Grand  Chapter  concurred  in  the  subject  matter  of  the  circular! 
and  our  Grand  Representatives  were  requested  to  support  the  recommendations  at 
the  next  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  was  recognized. 


A  special  Convocation  was  held  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  June,  as  a  Chapter  of 
Sorrow,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  J.  E.  F.  Holmbad,  wnen 
an  impressive  eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased  was  delivered  by 
Comp.  William  R.  SiNOLiroir,  Past  High  Priest  of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  7. 

^e  other  special  was  called  for  an  exemplification  of  the  work. 


The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Decmber,  1877,~the  M,\ 
K\  L  L.  JoBKBOK,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  A',  E,\  C.  W.  Hakoock  being 
Grand  Secretary.    Eight  subordinate  Chaptera  were  rapresented. 
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The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  well  prepared  paper  and  shows  a  grat- 
ifying cooditioQ  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  that  jarisdiction.  Death  had  made  no  inroad  in 
their  ranks,  and  peace  and  prosperity  prevailed.  The  companions  of  the  sabordi' 
nate  Chapters  had  exhibited  a  zeal  for  the  institution  which  had  produced  its  legiti' 
mate  results,  harmony  and  prosperity. 

The  oflBcers  selected  to  superintend  the  work,  he  says,  *'  had  been  faithfbl  and 
eflScient,  and  justly  merited  the  confidence  and  co-operation  of  their  companions." 

As  a  consequence,  he  had  not  been  called  upon  to  decide  any  questions  of  Juris- 
prudence, or  perform  any  duties  beyond  those  of  a  routine  nature. 

The  Grand  OflBcers  made  their  annual  visitations  to  the  several  subordinate  Chap- 
ters when  the  work  for  the  past  year  was  carefully  reviewed,  the  records  and  finan- 
cial condition  closely  examined,  and  a  lecture  delivered  before  each.  Buch  a  system 
as  this,  faithfully  carried  out,  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  most  satisfactory  results ; 
and  if  every  Jurisdiction  would  adopt  a  similar  course,  we  should  have  fewer  weak 
and  inert  Chapters,  and  the  labor  of  the  various  committees  on  Grievances  would  be 
materially  lessened.  The  amicable  settlement  of  the  Canada  Representative  embrog- 
lio  is  announced  ;  In  devout  thanks  for  which,  we  shall  gladly  Join  in  a  general  Te 
Deum  Laudamus. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  was  recognized. 

The  Finance  Committee  report  a  balance  due  the  Grand  Treasurer,  of  $491  67. 
A  per  capita  tax  of  thirty  cents  was  levied  upon  the  subordinate  Chapters  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

A  request  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  that  a  certain  record -book,  which 
establishes  the  date  of  the  original  organization  of  that  Grand  Chapter,  be  presented 
to  them,  was  granted.  A  graceful  act  of  fraternal  courtesy  which  our  companions  of 
Maryland  will,  doubtless,  fully  appreciate. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  watt  presented  by  Comp.  Noble  D.  Labkeb,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  which  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  its  excellence. 

Thirty-two  Grand  Chapters,  including  tlie  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  receive  his  courteous  attention.  California  for  1877  receives  fraternal  and 
kindly  notice.  Comp.  Labnbb,  as  a  reporter,  is  no  stranger  to  us,  and  wo  are  happy 
to  welcome  him  once  more  to  the  ranks  of  the  M.  A.  S.  Ue  quotes  approvingly  from 
the  Address  of  Comp.  Abbll,  and  says,  '*  If  the  suggestions  made  by  him  were 
enforced  by  all  the  Chapters,  a  change  for  good  would  soon  be  observed  among  our 
companions.*' 

Of  our  report  he  very  kindly  says : — 

There  are  many  good  things  in  this  report,  but  we  are  not  permitted  to  give  them 
for  want  of  space.  Before  leaving  it.  however,  we  must  remark  that  it  seems  to  us 
that  Comp.  W  iogzn  has  a  good  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble  about  his  position  on  the 
'*  Dues  question,"  and  webave  sought  in  vain  to  find  anything  in  his  position  on  this 

?[oestion  that  is  objectionable,  or  in  any  manner  contrary  to  the  usages  of  the  Craft, 
f  we  understand  his  position,  it  is  this :  Every  companion,  if  able,  should  be  required, 
under  the  By-Laws,  to  pav  dues  to  his  Chapter,  and  in  case  of  wilfully  neglecting  to 
comply  with  the  law  he  should  be  suspended  from  his  Chapter  and  deprived  of  all  its 
privileges.  If  he  is  not  aUe  to  comply,  and  makes  known  his  inability,  remit  his  dues, 
and  let  the  companion  who  Is  not  blessed  with  an  abundance  of  this  world's  goods 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  that  are  incident  to  being  an  affiliated  Royal  Arch  Mason.  Is 
this  your  position,  Comp.  Wiooin?  If  it  is,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  see  why  so  much 
**  fuss  '*  should  be  made  about  it  bv  others.  Where  does  the  objectionable  feature 
come  In  ?  Is  there  a  companion  in  tne  country  who  is  willing  to  undertake  the  task 
of  proving  the  position  here  assumed  erroneous?  If  so,  trot  him  out  and  let  us  see 
what  he  is  made  of,  tfnd  what  be  has  to  say  about  it.  In  the  meantime,  Comp.  Wio 
oiN,  push  your  warfare  on  this  question  until  all  of  our  Chapters  are  rid  of  the  drooea 
and  tnoso  who  are  willing  to  take  all  and  give  nothing. 

This  is  our  position,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  our  views  sustained  by  one  of  Comp. 
Larner's  knowledge  and  experience. 

Under  the  head  of  Colorado,  we  find  the  following,  relative  to  the  report  of  Comp. 
Parmelrb.    He  says  *— 
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He  does  not  agree  with  oar  rale  which  prohibits  a  compaaioD  l^ing  elected  High 
Priest  who  has  not  served  either  as  King  or  Scribe.  Of  coarse  Comp.  P.  has  a  right 
to  dissent ;  but  we  thiolc  that  if  he  woald  recon:<ider  the  qnestion  and  look  at  it  from 
our  standpoint,  which  we  tliink  is  the  right  one,  he  woaid  agree  with  us  on  the  ques- 
tion. We  hold  that  diligence  and  attention  to  dut}'  on  the  part  of  a  companion  who 
has  been  promoted  to  tne  responsible  position  of  King  or  Scribe,  should  be  reward- 
ed, and  that  he  should  not  be  *' jumped  "  by  one  who  has  never  given  any  attention 
to  the  duties  of  the  chair.  Allow  Cump.  Pakmblee's  views  to  prevail,  and  you  leave 
no  incentive  to  the  companions  to  worK  and  prepare  themselves  in  the  various  duties 
that  devolve  upon  a  High  Priest  before  reacning  that  position.  Let  the  other  rule 
prevail,  and  our  companions,  when  -placed  in  position,  will  feel  as  if  they  bad 
soraebhing  to  work  for,  and  in  this  way  our  Chapter  can  alwsys  have  good  officers. 
This  is  our  rule,  and  the  results  have  been  all  we  could  wish  for.  We  have  eood 
officers  and  good  work,  while  with  the  oppoaite  course  we  would  be  likely  to  nave 
bad  officers  and  bad  work.  Let  our  3'oung  sister  try  this  rale  for  a  short  time  and 
see  what  good  effect  it  will  have  in  her  Chapters. 

With  due  deference  to  Comp.  Lakner^s  opinion,  we  feel  compelled  to  take  Corop. 
Pabmelee's  side  of  the  question. 

We  agree  with  Comp.  Larneb  in  so  far  that  "  diligence  and  attention  to  duty  on 
the  part  of  a  companion  who  has  been  promoted  to  the  responsible  position  of  King 
or  Scribe,  should  be  rewarded,  and  that  he  should  not  be  ^'jumped"  by  one  who  ha9 
never  given  any  attention  to  the  duties  of  the  Chair.  Bat  it  sometimes  happens  that 
these  officers  have  been  neither  diligent  or  attentive,  and  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter 
imperatively  demands  their  retirement  to  the  ranks ;  while  upon  the  floor  are  com- 
panions who  are  thoroughly  competent,  zealous,  and  capsble  of  discharging  the  dntie^ 
appertaining  to  the  Chair  with  credit  to  themselves  and  honor  and  profit  to  the  Chap- 
ter. Shall,  then,  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Chapter  be  Jeopardized,  its  pro- 
gress hampered,  and  its  members  diitpirited  and  discoaraged  by  the  election  of  an 
incompetent  High  Priest  simply  because  he  is  in  the  line  of  promotion  ?  We  say  no. 
We  believe  in  the  docrine  of  the  ''survival  of  the  fittest,"  and  we  say  put  into  the 
High  Priest's  Chair  the  ablest  and  most  competent  companion  in  the  Chapter,  withoat 
regard  to  any  previous  official  standing. 

Under  the  head  of  Kansas,  he  says : — 

Comp.  Carb  is  still  in  for  the  introduction,  into  our  branch  of  Masonry,  of  a  rule 
known  only  to  another  body  with  which  we  have  no  connection,  viz.:  That  of  allow- 
ing visitors  to  vote  on  applications  for  the  degrees.  We  submit  to  Comp.  Cabr 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  let  this  matter  rest,  and  let  each  branch  stand  on 
its  own  rules  and  regulations,  as  no  good  can  come  from  the  effort  now  being  made 
by  a  few  to  change  the  rule. 

We  think,  with  Comp.  Larner,  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  matter  rest,  as 
those  who  advocate  the  custom  are  in  a  very  small  minority. 
Under  the  head  of  Maryland,  we  find  the  following : — 

We  fblly  agree  with  Comp.  Emmons  in  his  views  on  this  subject  Our  Grand  Chap- 
ter took  the  same  action,  in  relation  to  these  degrees,  soon  after  its  formation,  and 
such  action  has  been  with  us  as  it  has  been  with  Maryland—'*  disastrous  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Cyptic  Masonry."  As  the  mover  of  the  resolution  in^our  Grand  Chapter  for  a 
severance  of  the  Cyptic  degrees  from  the  Chapter,  we  are  free  to  confess  that  it  was 
one  of  the  lopreatest  mistakes  of  our  Masonic  life,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  the  day 
is  not  far  distant  when  we  will  see  our  way  clear  to  place  these  degrees  where  they 
formerly  belonged. 

Bo  mote  it  be. 

Under  the  head  of  Massachusetts,  he  reviews  the  report  of  Comp.  Dadmun,  and 
upon  which  he  makes  the  following  sensible  comments  : — 

We  will  not  attempt  to  quote  from  this  report  for  the  reason  that  should  we  com- 
mence we  would  not  know  where  to  stop ;  but  we  must  be  permitted  to  express  onr 
regrets  at  the  position  Comp.  Dadmun  takes  upon  the  non-affiliate  question.  If  we 
understand  his  views  correctly,  he  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  old  law  of  Massachusetts 
which  does  not  compel  a  companion  to  be  a  member  of  the  Chapter  wherein  be 
petitions  for  and  receives  the  degrees,  but  at  the  same  time  he  thinks  every  Mason 
ahonid  be  affiliated.  Now,  we  submit  to  Comp.  D.  whether  or  not  his  advocacy  of 
sach  a  law  is  not  calculated  to  prevent  affiliation.    Will  not  the  doctrine  he  advocates, 
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if  the  law  shoald  become  aniversal,  be  the  means  of  Increasing,  to  a  ^ery  great  extent, 
the  drones  in  the  Oraft  ?  Is  it  right  that  a  person  should  be  permitted  to  receive  the 
degrees  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  and  then  fold  his  arms  and  say, "  I  have  received  all 
I  want ;  I  am  a  Mason,  entitled  to  all  its  benefits,  bat  It  is  inconvenient  for  me  to 
attend  to  the  active  duties  of  the  f^odge  or  Chapter,  either  by  attending  its  meetings 
or  contributing  to  its  support."  If  it  is,  what  will  become  of  our  organiaatlon  ?  Who 
will  furniith  the  means  to  carry  on  the  noble  works  which  have  been  intrusted  to  the 
Craft  ?  The  views  advanced  by  Comp.  Moorb  and  quoted  by  Comp.  Dadm UN  might 
have  answered  in  olden  times  when  there  were  no  separate  organizations,  and  the 
institution  was  limited  in  its  field  of  action,  but  will  not  answer  now  when  there  is  no 
limit  to  its  boundaries,  when  its  infinence  is  ferlt  in  the  remotest  corners  of  the  world, 
and  when  its  various  missions  of  love  and  mercy  must  be  carried  out  in  a  systematic 
way.  Comp.  Dadmun,  let  as  beseech  you  to  forsake  this,  to  oar  mind,  injurioas.doc- 
trine. 

We  concur  in  every  word  of  the  above.  The  practice  of  making  If  asons  and  tam- 
ing them  loose  upon  the  world  is  a  vicious  one,  and  should  be  discouraged  by  ail 
good  Masons.  As  Comp  Larner  truly  says,  It  discourages  affiliation,  and  establishes 
a  horde  of  Masonic  leeches  who  draw  from  the  Order  their  Masonic  sustenance  with- 
out contributing  anything  to  its  support.  , 

We  would  gladly  follow  Comp.  Larmek  further  in  his  excellent  report,  but  time 
presses  and  we  must  on  to  the  next. 

The  Af.*.  E.:  Joseph  S.  McCor  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R\  E,;  C. 
W.  Hancock  was  re-elected  (^rand  Secretary.    Address :  Washington. 

FLOBIDA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  held  its  thirty-first  Annaal  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  Jacksonville  on  the  ninth  day  of  January,  1877, — the  If.*.  R-.  John  8.  Dbigob, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  R\  DbWitt  C.  Dawkins  being  Grand 
Secretary. 

According  to  a  tabular  report  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  returns  were 
made  by  seven  subordinate  Chapters,  while  but  four  of  them  were  represented.  The 
names  of  sixteen  subordinates  appear  in  the  report,  and  the  aggregate  membership 
of  eight  of  them  is  two  hundred  and  eighty. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  gives  anything  bat  a  cheering  account  of 
the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  In  the  fiowery  State.    He  says  :— 

I  can  offer  you  no  assarance  of  the  present  or  immediate  prospective  prosperity 
of  the  Royal  Art  In  this  inrisdiction,  out  will  say  the  cause  is  not  in  the  apathv, 
indifference,  or  lack  of  zeal  or  ability  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  several  sub- 
ordinate Chapters,  as  I  can  learn,  but  is  the  result  of  the  general  stagnation  in  the 
various  branches  of  industry,  the  great  scarcity  of  money,  the  increasing  demand 
made  upon  the  time,  talents,  and  ability  of  every  one  to  provide  for  the  caose  and 
sustenance  of  those  around  and  dependent  upon  him.  This  want  of  means,  I  appre- 
hend, will  operate  to  prevent  a  general  representation  of  the  subordinate  Chapters 
at  this  Annual  Convocation,  as  well  as  delay  in  payment  of  their  dues  to  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

This  prediction  was  verified  by  the  fact  that  one-half  of  the  Chapters  were  unrep- 
resented, made  no  returns,  and  paid  no  dues.  We  sincerely  hope  that  this  state  of 
affiiirs  will  be  speedily  changed  for  the  better,  and  that  more  prosperous  days  will 
soon, dawn  upon  our  companions  of  the  far  south.  Florida  has  many  good  and  seal- 
ous  workers  in  the  Masonic  field,  and,  although  at  present  they  are  crippled  and 
partially  paralyzed  by  the  infiuence  of  adverse  circumstances,  yet  we  have  faith  to 
believe  they  will  ere  long  shake  off  the  lethargy  born  of  despondency,  and  again 
resume  their  ante  helium  energy  and  zeal. 

R,:  E.',  Comp.  Pasco  propounded  the  following  question :  "  A  companion  who 
is  in  arrears  signs  a  petition  for  a  new  Chapter.  The  new  Chapter  receives  the  char- 
ter. The  companion  fails  to  make  a  settlement  with  his  former  Chapter.  What  is 
the  status  of  the  deliaquent  companion?  Is  he  a  regular  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  newly  chartered  Chapter  TV 

The  Committee  on  Jarispradence,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  reported  aa 
follows :— 
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This  is  an  awkward  case  and  sbonld  never  have  occarred,  bat  as  it  Is,  he  cannot 
be  permitted  to  injare  or  ignore  his  old  Chapter,  which  has  a  right  to  snspend  him, 
and  the  action  woald  take  effect  in  the  new  Chapter,  terminating  his  membership 
therein.  But  we  think  that  said  Chapter  shonld  only  charge  him  does  np  to  the  date 
of  charter  of  new  Chapter,  if  the  companion  has  acted  in  good  faith,  and  under  a  mis- 
taken  view  of  the  law. 

In  California  such  a  case  conld  not  have  occnrred ;  as  onr  law  requires  the  dimit 
of  every  petitioner  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new  Chapter  to  accompany  the  peti- 
tion, which  we  think  is  the  best  coarse  in  such  cases ;  bnt,  as  the  law  of  Florida  does 
not  contain  this  provision,  we  concor  in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.  Address :  Jack- 
sonville. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  January,  1878. 

QEORaiA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia  held  its  fifty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Macon  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April.  1877,— the  M.:  K'.  Luthbb  J.  Glenn,  Crand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  K.'.  E.\  J.  Emmktt  Blacksbkab  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Thirty-six  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented ;  forty-fonr  being  borne  upon  the 
roll,  and  the  total  membership  1724. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  an  able  and  interesting  Address,  briefly  reviews  the  early 
history  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  was  organized  on  the  fourth  day  of  February, 
1822 ;  six  subordinate  Chapters  being  represented.    He  says : — 

In  the  review  of  this  period,  while  the  profane  world  presents  many  changes  and 
improvements  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  discoveries  and  inventions,  calculated  to  amel- 
iorate the  condition  of  the  family  of  man,  yet  I  am  compelled  to  add  that,  in  these 
latter  years,  the  fiends  of  evil,  unbound  and  let  loose  in  the  name  of"  progress,"  have 
laid  violent  hands,  at  home  and  abroad,  on  things  held  sacred,  until  the  Integrity  and 
old  fsshioned  honesty  of  our  fathers  have  given  way  to  fraud  and  peculation,  and 
are  sneeringly  characterized  as  "  old  fogylsm."  I  have  warned  you  before  against 
the  modern  idea  of  '*  progress  *'  in  your  legislative  deliberations.  I  repeat  the  warn- 
ing, and  woald  that  my  voice  could  reach  and  have  influence  In  some  other  Jurisdic- 
tions in  which  there  appears  a  disposition  to  obliterate  some  of  the  original  and  most 
valued  "landmarks  of  the  Order." 

Among  the  few  entrenchments  left,  behind  which,  the  nobler  virtues  may  hope  to 
find  shelter  and  security,  until  the  storm  be  overpast,  our  institution  stands  promi- 
nent, and  hitherto  has  been  stable.  With  its  landmarks  unchanged,  and  pursuing  the 
even  tenor  of  its  way,  turning  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  we  have  reason  to 
hope  it  may  continue  to  present,  in  the  future,  as  In  the  past,  a  formidable  barrier  to 
the  isms  and  evils  of  the  dsy. 

As  Royal  Arch  Masons,  we  are  pledged  to  resist  any  and  all  encroachment  on  bur 
ramparts.  Let  us  remember  this,  companions,  and  set  our  faces  steml  v  against  every 
al  urement  of  vice,  temptation,  or  innovation.  We  cannot  undo  the  devastation  and 
injury  already  experienced  In  society,  bnt  we  may,  in  some  degree,  meliorate  the 
misery  wrought,  and  perhaps  stay  further  progress  in  the  downward  road. 

He  decided  that  a  companion  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  is  not  liable  for 
dues  during  the  time  ot  his  suspension.  In  our  Jurisdiction  the  opposite  Is  the  case, 
and  we  think  rightly  so,  as  there  is  a  greater  Incentive  to  prompt  payment  and  conse- 
quent reinstatement 

The  following  question  was  submitted  for  his  decision  ;— 

6th.  Augtuta  Chapter,  No.  2,  has  the  following  by-law :  "  No  member  in  arrears 
for  twelve  months  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  voting  at  the  annual  election  of 
officers,  or  npon  the  admission  of  any  candidate."  A  candidate  for  the  degrees  received 
one  black  ball.  The  High  Priest  declared  him  rejected.  Subsequently,  and  before 
the  Chapter  closed.  It  was  discovered  that  three  companions  haa  voted  who  were 
disquslitsed  under  the  above  by-law.  A  motion  was  made  to  declare  the  ballot  void, 
and  proceed  to  a  new  election.  'Pendluff  this  motion,  the  question  was  submitted  for 
my  decision.  I  held  that  the  ballot  was  final,  and  could  not,  under  the  circumstances, 
be  re-opened. 

We  think  if  the  discovery  was  made  before  any  companion  left  the  Chapter,  a 
re-ballot  might  properly  have  been  in  order. 
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We  give  bis  olosiog  remarks,  as  an  example  of  the  hopefal  feeling  pre^aling  among 
the  majority  of  oar  soatbern  compaoions,  and  their  firm  belief  in  a  speedy  renewal 
of  their  former  prosperity  and  saccess.  May  God  grant  them  the  fullest  realization 
of  their  hopes. 

White  onr  returns  do  not  show  so  great  an  increase  of  membership  as  in  years  gone 
by,  and  may  exhibit  in  some  of  the  subordinate  Ohaptftrs,  languor  and  even  torpor, 
they  are,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory ;  and  the  work  done  will  stand  the  test  of  the 
overseer*s  square. 

In  this,  and  other  southern  jurisdictions,  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  for  years  past,  in 
common  with  sister  instiintions,  could  but  feel,  and  has  felt,  the  disastrous  influences 
attending  the  footrsteps  of  war,  our  loss  of  capital,  the  disorganization  of  labor,  and 
the  paralysis  of  trade  and  enterprise  consequent  upon  an  uncertain  political  future. 

These  things  considered,  we  have,  I  think,  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that 
we  have  been  able  to  hold  onr  own  so  well ;  and  to  feel  unabated  if  not  greater  confi- 
dence in  the  eternal  principles  that  underlie  onr  institution. 

We  have  now  entered  upon  the  first  year  of  the  second  century  of  our  coontry*8 
existence.  With  it,  thank  God,  comes  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  dav.  The  clouds  and 
gloom  o'ercast  the  setting  of  onr  first  centennial  sun  have  been  dissipated  and  scat- 
tered. Our  own  loved  and  lovely  Sooth,  relieved  from  the  rule  of  the  bayonet,  is 
again  clothed  in  the  habiliments  of  local  self-Kovernment.  The  bow  of  peace,  and 
union,  and  fraternity  again  arches  onr  national  sky.  Hope,  long  deferred,  resumes  her 
sway,  and  bids  us  press  forward  in  the  paths  of  peace  and  industry  to  the  relief  of  onr 
own  stricken  section,  and  through  it  to  the  relief  of  the  whole  country.  The  whole 
has  suffered  through  its  parts,  and  the  nation  has  just  awakened  to  the  pregnant  truth 
that  it  requires  the  health  of  all  its  parts  to  make  a  perfect  whole. 

Welcome !  three  times  three,  welcome !  the  day  when,  among  a  once  more  united, 
prosperous,  and  happy  people,  the  Royal  Arch  banner  will  be  seen  floating  in  the 
breeze ;  and  the  Royal  Cr.irt,  under  the  blessings  of  Heaven,  dispensing  light  and 
knowledge  throughout  the  restored  union  of  our  Fathers. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  was  duly  recognized  and  a  cordial  welcome 
extended  to  her. 

The  remainder  of  the  proceedings  are  local  in  their  character  and  possess  little 
Interest  to  the  Order  generally. 

Comp.  Samctbl  VjAWRbncb  again  comes  to  the  front  with  a  flrst-rate  Report  on 
Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty-one  Grand  Chapters  are  ably 
and  courteously  reviewed.  California  for  1876  is  honored  with  a  somewhat  extended 
notice,  four  pages  being  devoted  to  a  review  of  our  report  for  that  year.  As  Comp. 
Lawbknoe  takes  issue  with  us  upon  sundry  questions  treated  of  in  that  report,  and 
as  we  propose  to  *'  talk  back  "  in  defense  of  our  position,  in  order  that  our  readers 
may  understand  the  points  at  issue  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  quote  his  remarks 
at  length.    He  says : — 

With  Comp.  SonTHOATB,  of  North  Carolina,  he  condemns  the  Texas  practice  of 
allowing  visiting  companions  to  vote  on  petitions  for  the  Royal  Arch  degrees,  and 
declares  himself  a  "  close  communion  Mason.**  "  LiOt  outsiders  have  no  part  or  lot 
in  the  business  transactions  of  the  Chapter.'*  What  **  outsider"  ever  claimed  to 
have?  "  But  a  close  communion  Mason !  '*  We  raise  our  hands  in  holy  horror,  and 
breathlessly  ask,  what  next  ?  We  thought  we  were  prepared  to  hear  of  any  heresy 
whatever.  '*  To  the  mind  that  is  itself,  no  changes  bring  surprise.*'  But  this  "  close 
communion  "  doctrine  is  too  bad. 

We  have  always  inclined  to  favor  the  Texas  practice.  We  believe  Companion 
WiooiN  will  too  on  further  reflection.  We  would  not  interfere  with,  or  deny,  the 
right  of  the  "  private  family  **  to  choose  its  own  membership  and  transact  its  own 
business.  But  the  right  of  a  visiting  companion  or  brother  to  vote  on  the  making  or 
exalting  a  candidate  u  one  which,  as  companion  Cabr  says,  '*  comprehends  far  more 
than  mere  membership  in  a  particular  Lodge  or  Chapter.**  The  question  of  affilia- 
tion with  the  "  private  family**  is  the  last  thing  involved.  It  is  that  of  membership 
in  the  great  universal  family  of  Masons,  in  which  every  Mason,  from  the  humblest 
Entered  Apprentice  to  the  Royal  Arch  Mason,  is  interested.  We  do  not  believe,  if 
the  right  were  generallv  conceded,  that  one  out  of  a  thousand  would  wish  or  care  to 
use  it  without  cause.  With  cause,  its  exercise,  both  in  Lodge  and  Chapter,  would  in 
results  prove  conservative.  Besides,  while  more  consonant  with  Masonic  principlei, 
it  violates  no  landmark.  But,  so  far  as  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  concerned,  we  wonid 
seriously  ask,  with  Brother  Mitcubll,  (deceased)  has  Royal  Arch  Masonry  any 
landmarka  f 
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Where  Matonie  rights  and  privileges  are  concerned,  we  protest  againgt  the  idea 
that  every  Lodge  or  Chapter  is  a  "private  family/'  Bach  a  doctrine  isincompati* 
ble  with  the  universality  of  Masonry.  In  aaestions  of  affiliation,  the  management 
and  direction  of  their  own  fiscal  concerns,  within  the  scope  of  Masonic  ends,  we  yield 
to  each  the  most  perfect  private  discretion.  Bot  where  the  great  Interests  of  the 
Universal  Family  are  concerned,  **  private  family ,*'  indeed !  There  are  not,  nor  ever 
can  be,  any  private  families  as  to  these.  The  distinction  is  clear.  We  trace  it  in 
nnmistakable  lines  through  all  Masonic  legislation.  Thns  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter affirms  the  tme  law,  "That  no  Chapter  ander  this  jarisdiction  shall  confer  the 
Capitular  desrees  on  any  candidate  previously  regularly  rejected  by  any  other 
Chapter,  without  first  procuring  the  consent  of  such  rejecting  Chapter,  pro- 
vided that  such  Chapter  be  in  existence."  This,  as  it  conflicts  with  the  pri- 
vate family  view,  companion  Wiggin  of  course  does  not  approve.  But  an  applicant 
for  affiliation,  though  rejected  by  one  Lodge  or  Chapter,  may  apply,  without  limita- 
tion of  time,  to  another,  and  another,  until  he  finds  the  private  family  that  suits  him, 
and  which  he  suits.  The  distinction  is  a  vital  one,  and  is  recognized  again  in  the 
right  of  objection  to  a  visiting  brother  or  companion ;  which  is  not  the  right  of  the 
private  family,  but  of  the  individual  Mason.  The  whole  private  family  may  be  willing 
to  receive  him,  but  that  one  objection  must  prevail  to  keep  the  visiting  brother  or 
companion  ont.  Private  families,  or  Lodges,  or  Chapters  have  no  separate  Masonio 
rights  or  privileges,  as  such,  whatever.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  Masonic  principles, 
nor  of  things  Masonic  that  thev  should  have.  Corporate  rights  they  have,  common  to 
all  corporate  bodies  or  societies — such  as  the  right  to  define  their  own  membership, 
fheir  dues,  etc..  but  these  are  not  exclusively,  or  in  any  special  or  proper  sense 
whatever,  MoMonic  rights. 

But  says  Companion  Wiggtn:  *'  The  theory  is  that  no  Mason  will  reject  an  appli- 
cant from  personal  pique  or  prejudice,  but,  unfortunately,  the  theory  is  not  sustained 
by  the  practice.  If  the  custom  advocated  by  Companion  Carr  were  to  obtain,  an 
unscrupulous  man,  having  a  prejudice  of  a  purely  personal  nature  against  another, 
might  follow  him  into  any  Chapter  into  which  he  might  apply,  and  prevent  his 
admission."    But  this  has  no  bearing  on  this  question  that  it  has  not  on  any  other. 

"An  unscrupulous  man'*  may  be  found  in,  indeed,  must  belong  to  a  private 
family,  and  may,  and  probably  would,  vent  his  prejudice  against  another  there  as 
well  as  by  following  him  to  another  Chapter.  The  argument  proves  too  much.  That 
the  theory  and  practice  of  Masonry  do  not  agree  is  a  too  general  complaint,  founded 
In  truth.  We  meet  examples  every  day,  in  the  private  families  ana  in  the  broad 
.  Brotherhood.  But  that  does  not  invalidate  the  theory.  The  Church  itself  is  filled 
with  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing,  but  you  would  not  thence  repudiate  the  Gospel. 
The  examples  of  disagreement  are  only  the  fungous  outcrop  of  a  generous  soil— para- 
rite  suckers  of  a  vigorous  tree,  destined  to  becut  ofl",  spewed  forth  and  cast  into  the 
fire. 

Comp.  Wiggin  is  Inveterate  in  his  belief  that  Masonrv  should  resolve  Itself  into  a 
Good  Templar  Society.  Then  some  sectary  would  have  it  made  the  camping  ground 
of  this  or  that  religious  denomination,  and  the  complete  disintegration  of  the  institu- 
tion would  soon  follow.  It  is  because  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  these  that  Masonry 
is,  and  continues  to  be  Masonry.  Like  the  great  luminary  of  the  day,  it  dispenses  its 
light  equally  on  all.  Its  great  characteristic  would  be  lost  were  it  to  cease  this  gen- 
eral dinosion  of  its  rays  and  concentrate  them  in  the  focus  of  this  or  that  special  cam- 
era. Because  Comp.  Pibrson  would  have  it  shine  as  it  has  always  shone,  Comp. 
WiGGiM  says,  "  on  ihe  subject  of  temperance,  he  is  not  sound."  He  says:  "  We 
regard  the  introduction  of  Intoxicating  drinks  into  our  Masonic  asserobfages  as  a 
monstrous  wrong."  We  would  vote  with  Comp.  Wiggin  to  keep  them  out.  We  have 
more  confidence  in  the  virtue  which  has  been  tried  and  not  found  wanting.  Yet  we 
are  willing  to  remove  the  occasion  of  trial  from  the  weak.  We  believe  in  the  original 
»  plan  of  refreshment ;  but  "  intoxicating  drinks "  are  not  a  necessary  adjunct  to 
refreshment.  Bot  this  is  a  very  different  thing  from  converting  Masonic  Lodges  into 
Good  Templar  Halls.  To  resign  the  E2ast  of  our  Lodges  and  Chapters  into  so-called 
Temperance  Lectures— and  to  this  extent  we  understand  Comp.  Wiggin  to  be  willing 
to  gn— would  be  to  cramp  and  dwarf  the  grand  virtue  of  Masonic  temperance,  of 
which  we  regard  Comp.  Wiggin  a  fair  example,  into  a  very  small  specialty.  In  this 
we  would  not  be  misunderstood.  We  do  not  oppose  temperance  societies.  We  wish 
them  alt  succetss  in  their  efforts  to  banish  from  our  land  tne  great  national  vice  they 
battle  against.  Bot  let  them  confine  themselves  to  their  proper  sphere ;  nor  seek  to 
draw  Masonry  and  the  Church,  whose  countenance  and  support  they  have,  from  their 
proud  height  to  enter' the  lists  in  their  narrow  arena.  Vice,  in  all  its  shapes,  is  con- 
demned by  both.  To  confine  either  to  denouncing  it  only  as  it  appears  in  one,  would 
be  to  destroy  its  character  and  its  influence. 

We  always  enioy  Comp.  Wiggings  reports,  and  would  fain  linger  longer  over  this  • 
but  he  is  one  of  the  first  to  have  audience  at  the  feast,  and  there  are  many  waitins  to 
be  heard. 
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• 

Comp.  Lawrbkob  first  elevates  his  hands  in  "  holy  horror  *'  at  the  idea  of  "  close 
commanion  "  in  Masonry.  Now  we  deny— First,  that  the  idea  of  close  eommanion 
can  be  legitimately  deduced  from  any  remark  of  onrs  upon  the  subject  in  question. 
We  simply  assert  that  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  in  all  that  pertains  to  its  particular  welfare 
or  interests,  partakes  of  the  nature  of  the  family,  and  also  that  it  has  the  right,  in 
common  with  all  other  deliberative  bodies,  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  own 
members.  This  right  is  a  well  settled  principle  of  law,  policy,  and  justice,  and  with- 
out it  harmony  would  be  impossible.  The  Lodge  or  Otiapter,  like  the  family,  is  sub- 
ject to  certain  general  laws  which  are  enacted  for  the  general  good ;  but  all  matters 
of  internal  economy,  so  long  as  the  general  law  is  not  transgressed,  they  are  allowed 
to  regulate  for  themselves.  Hence,  Lodges  and  Chapters  have  by-laws  for  their 
government,  which  by-laws  must  of  course  be  in  consonance  with  the  general  law,  or 
Grand  Lodge  Constitution ;  to  these  by-laws  none  but  members  have  Subscribed,  and 
of  course  none  but  members  are  bound  by  them,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  allow  one 
who  is  not  a  member— who  is  not  a  party  to  this  compact — to  exercise  one  of  the 
most  zealously  guarded  rights  of  members,  the  right  to  ballot 

But  Comp.  Lawbbmob  says :  **  The  question  of  affiliation  with  the  private  family 
is  the  last  thing  involved.  It  is  that  of  membership  in  the  great  universal  family  of 
Masons,  in  which  every  Mason,  from  the  humblest  Entered  Apprentice  to  the  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  is  interested."  Such  being  the  case,  in  order  to  invest  Comp.  Law- 
rencb's  argument  with  consistency,  every  Mason,  from  the  humblest  Entered 
Apprentice  to  the  Royal  Arch  Mason,  should  have  a  voice  in  the  election  of  a  candi- 
date for  Masonic  honors. 

Comp.  Lawbbmcb  further  says:  "We  do  not  believe,  if  the  right  were  generally 
conceded,  that  one  out  of  a  thousand  would  wish  or  care  to  use  it,  without  cause." 

Well,  suppose  even  one  out  of  a  thousand  should  exercise  the  right  without 
cause,  would  it  not  be  a  fruitful  source  of  discord  and  dissension  ?  The  members  of 
a  Chapter  in  which  this  rule  prevailed,  would,  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of  a  candi- 
date, when  a  visitor  was  present  and  voting,  naturally  look  upon  Comp.  Visitor  with 
suspicion,  as  being  the  objector  ;  for,  not  being  a  member,  what  inducement  could 
he  have  to  vote,  except  to  reject  the  candidate  ?  The  friends  of  the  candidate  would 
of  course  f^el  more  deeply  chagrined  at  his  rejection  by  a  non-member  than  by  one 
of  themselves,  and  thus  not  only  would  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  t>e  violated,  but  the 
seeds  of  discord  and  ill  feeling  would  be  sown  and  their  early  fruits  would  be  beyond 
a  perad venture. 

No  candidate  is  received  into  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  until  ample  time  has  been  given 
to  inquire  into  his  moral,  physical,  and  intellectual  fitness  ;  and  should  a  visitor  know 
anything  to  the  detriment  of  a  candidate,  it  is  his  duty  to  make  the  fact  known  to  the 
Master  or  High  Priest,  or  to  some  member  of  the  investigating  committee,  and,  if  his 
objection  proves  to  be  a  valid  one,  all  that  is  desired  to  be  accomplished  by  the  argu- 
ment of  Comp.  Lawrbncb  will  have  been  attained.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  find  a  prece- 
dent for  the  Texas  practice  ;  certainly  it  was  not  one  of  the  ancient  usages  of  Masonry, 
for  in  the  ancient  regulations,  we  find  the  following :  "  But  no  man  can  be  entered  a 
brother  in  any  particular  Lodge,  or  admitted  a  member  thereof,  without  the  unani' 
mous  consent  of  all  the  merriberM  of  that  Lodge  then  present  when  the  candidate  is 
proposed,  and  their  consent  is  formally  asked  by  the  Master ;  and  they  are  to  signify 
their  consent  or  dissent  in  their  own  prudent  way,  either  virtually  or  in  form,  but  with 
unanimity.  Nor  is  this  inherent  privilege  subject  to  a  dispensiition ;  because  the  mem- 
hers  of  a  partioular  Lodge  are  the  beat  judges  qf  t<,"  etc. 

Again,  relative  to  the  communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  say  the  ancient  regn. 
lations :  It  shall  assemble  "  in  some  convenient  place,  as  the  Grand  Master  shall 
appoint,  where  no  brother  shall  be  present  who  is  not  at  that  time  a  member  thereof, 
without  a  dispensation ;  and  while  he  stays,  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote,  nor  even 
give  his  opinion,  without  leave  of  the  Grand  Lodge  asked  and  given,  or  unless  he  be 
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duly  asked  by  the  said  Lodge/'  The  same  rule  naturally  applies  to  the  gubordinate 
Lodges  as  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  from  the  laws  and  usages  of  ancient  Graft 
Masonry,  are  modeled  our  laws  and  regulstions  for  the  government  of  Chapters. 
To  talk  about  the  landmarks  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  simply  absurd.        -^ 

As  an  argument  against  the  family  idea,  Comp.  Lawrkncb  cites  the  law  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter :  **  That  no  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  confer  the 
Capitular  degrees  on  any  candidate  previously  rejected  by  any  other  Chapter,  with- 
out first  procuring  the  consent  of  the  rejecting  Chapter,  provided  that  such  Chapter 
be  in  existence/'  We  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  this  one  of  the  most  ridiculous 
and  absurd  regulations  ever  promulgated  by  a  deliberative  body  ;  but  as  we  have,  in 
a  previous  report,  fully  ventilated  our  opinions  with  reference  to  it,  we  will  not 
repeat  the  arguments  there  adduced.  But  absurd  though  it  be,  we  cannot  see  how  it 
in  any  manner  aiTects  our  position.  But,  so  far  as  the  consistency  of  Comp.  Law- 
rbnce's  srgument  is  concerned,  **  out  of  his  own  mouth ''  we  will  convict  him.  He 
says  :  "  Private  families,  or  Lodges,  or  Chapters  have  no  separate  Matonic  rights  or 
privileges  as  such  whatever.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  Masonic  principles,  nor  things 
Masonic  that  they  should  have  ;  corporate  rights  they  have,  common  to  all  corporate 
bodies  or  societies — such  as  the  right  to  d^ne  (heir  oum  membership,  their  dues, 
etc.;  but  these  are  not  exclusively,  or  in  any  special  or  proper  sense  whatever, 
Masonie  rights." 

We  care  not  whether  they  are  Masonic,  corporate,  or  civil  rights;  so  long  as  they 
are  rights  they  should  be  maintained,  and  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  violate  them. 
The  point  being  conceded,  that  Lodges  and  Chapters  have  the  right  to  "  define  their 
own  membership,'*  we  drop  the  subject 

Again,  Comp.  Lawrence  says :  **  Comp.  Wigoin  is  inveterate  in  his  belief  that 
Masonry  should  resolve  itself  into  a  Good  Templar  Society." 

We  challenge  Comp.  Lawrekcb  U.t  produce  any  writing  of  otrs  which  justifies 
such  an  assertion.  We  should  be  glad  if  all  Masons  were  "Good  Templars" — they 
would  become  better  Masons  thereby.  We  are  not  a  member  of  that  excellent 
order,  nor  are  we  a  member  of  any  temperance  organization  ;  but  we  do  know  that 
intemperance  brings  more  reproach  upon  Masonry  than  all  other  causes  combined, 
and  90  long  as  temperance  is  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues,  the  practice  of  which  is  so 
strongly  inculcated  upon  the  very  threshold  of  the  Lodge,  we  do  not  believe  in  plac* 
ing  temptation  in  the  way  of  those  upon  whose  minds  we  have  endeavored  to  impress 
the  idea  of  the  importance  of  practicing  this  virtue,  by  placing  to  their  lips  the 
inebriating  draught,  or  by  tolerating  its  presence  in  our  Lodge -rooms,  our  Ohapter- 
halls,  or  the  asylums  of  our  Command eries. 

If  Masons  must  drink,  let  them  divest  themselves  of  every  outward  sign  of  the 
Order,  and  then  repair  to  some  rum  mill  and  indulge  their  craving  appetite  ;  but  do 
not  bring  the  accursed  stuff  within  the  precincis  of  the  Lodge,  Chspter,  or  Command- 
ory. 

We  would  be  glad  to  follow  Comp.  Lawrence  further  In  his  interesting  report, 
but  we  have  consumed  so  much  space  in  refuting  his  heresies,  that  we  are  constrained 
to  omit  many  good  things  that  we  would  gladly  notice.  The  report  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  that  has  come  before  us,  and,  although  we  cannot  always  agree  with 
Comp.  Lawrence  in  the  opinions  he  advances,  yet  he  gives  us  something  to  write 
about,  and  that  covers  a  multitude  of  sins. 

The  distinguished  companion  treats  us,  in  his  report,  to  three  pieces  of  originaj 
poetry,  one  of  which  we  give  as  a  specimen  brick.  Corson,  look  to  your  laurels  ; 
**  another  Bichmond  is  in  the  field,"  and  verily  threateneth  to  bear  off  the  palm. 
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To  the  absent  ones,  i.  e.,  those  not  incladed  in  his  report,  he  proposes  the  follow- 
ing toast : — 

Here's  a  health  to  the  absent  faces. 

Our  slaters  who  fail  to  appear  ; 
There  are  none  can  supply  their  places 

At  our  fesdve  gathering  here. 

We  rejoice  with  those  whom  Pleasure 

From  our  Annual  Feast  detains  ; 
And,  to  the  fullness  of  their  meaaure, 

Send  greeting  in  our  blithest  strains. 

To  those  who  are  drooping  In  sadneas. 

Away  from  our  Festival  here. 
We  give  of  the  cup  of  our  gladness. 

Their  hearts  in  their  sorrow  to  cheer. 

Companions,  come  fill,  altogether. 

To  the  health  of  our  sisters  dear  ; 
At  the  next  Feast,  who  can  tell  whether 

Any  of  us  here  will  be  there  ? 

Here's  the  berry  Arabs  delight  In, 

And  lager  to  Teuton  a  treat ; 
The  leaf  to  Celestials  iUTlting, 

And  wine  aU  hearts  to  recreate. 

Give  CoBSov,  the  genial,  hilarious. 

Of  sp.irkling  Clicquot  a  full  glass  ; 
PisBS  V  and  us— you  may  therry  us. 

And  with  water  let  Wiooim  pass. 

Each  to  his  taste — ^no  one  abusing 

The  bounties  our  good  Ood  bestows  : 
The  joy  o'  His  gifta  is  in  using. 

To  reject,  is  the  blessing  to  lose. 

This  "  lays  over^'  anything  Corson  ever  wrote,  and,  we  think,  fully  entilles  Comp. 
Lawrencb  to  the  position  of  "  Poet  Laureate  '^  of  the  mutuals. 

We  will  simply  add  one  verse  which  saggcsts  itself  to  our  mind  from  onr  knowl- 
edge of  the  men : — 

Don't  think  to  fool  Cobsoh  on  *<  Clicquot," 
Nor  will  PucRSON  with  *'  Sherry  "  be  found  ; 

Nor  yourself— three  old  fogies  together- 
While  Jolly  old  Bourlwn'M  around. 

Au  revoir  sans  adieu,  Comp.  Lawrence  ;  we  await  with  pleasurable  anticipation 
the  good  things  in  your  next  report 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.    Address :  Macon. 

The  next  AnnuarConvocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Macon  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  April,  1878. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  on  the  twenty-fifih  day  of  October,  1877,— the  Mr.  E,\  Arthur 
It.  H.  Atkins,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  22.*.  E.\  Jambs  Hogs  Milks  being 
Grand  Secretary. 

Several  Chapters,  if  not  more,  were  represented ;  how  many  we  don't  know,  and 
we  are  not  going  to  spend  the  time  to  connt  them.  Why  cannot  Grand  Secretaries 
ctate  the  number  of  Chapters  represented,  and  thus  save  the  reporters  the  trouble  of 
of  counting  them  ?  In  Illinois  there  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  active  Chapters, 
with  an  aggregate  membership  of  over  11,000. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  says :  "  One  might  naturally  expect,  with 
even  the  restraining  influence  of  Capitular  Masonry,  troubles  and  dissensions  would 
arise  among  so  great  a  number/'  But  he  gives  us  gratifying  asanrance  that,  with 
bat  two  exceptions,  peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed. 
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The  decease  of  Compa.  Levi  Lusk,  Past  Qrand  High  Priest,  and  Giorob  Frank 
GouLBY,  Representative  of  Illinois  to  Missouri,  was  announced,  and  mourning  pages 
ini^cribed  to  the  memory  of  these  lamented  and  distinguished  companions. 

The  charters  of  five  Chapters  were  arrested  for  failure  to  make  returns  and  pay 
dues,  but  one,  on  promise  to  do  better  in  future,  was  allowed  to  retain  its  charter 
until  the  Annual  Convocation. 

No  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  were  granted,  but  twenty- 
three  special  dii^pensations  were  issued,  in  most  cases  to  elect  olflcers  oat  of  tim?. 
W  e  respectfully  refer  these  cases  to  Comp  Hacker,  of  Indiana,  as  each  case  involves 
a  virtual  suspension  of  the  by-laws. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  deeming  its  jurisdiction  violated  by  a  subordinate 
Chapter  of  Illinois,  in  conferring  the  degrees  upon  a  candidate,  declared  said  candi* 
date  a  clandestine  Royal  Arch  Mason,  whereupon  the  Illinois  Chapter  elevated  its 
vertebra,  and  referred  the  matter  to  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  who  decided  in 
favor  of  Illinois,  and  metaphorically  rapped  Wisconsin  over  the  knuckles.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  August  last,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  also  reported  in  favor  of  Illinois,  and  it  is  now  in 
order  for  Wisconsin  to  take  the  back  track,  apologise,  and  promise  not  to  do  so 
again.    We  note  the  following  decisions :— • 

Lena  Chapter,  No.  105. — A  companion  is  noised  to  be  present  at  a  certain  regu- 
lar Convocation  and  pay  dues ;  a  notice  is  sent  by  mail  to  the  companion's  last 
address  and  not  returned ;  at  the  specified  Convocation  the  Secretary  makes  a  verbal 
statement  of  above  facts ;  a  companion  moves  the  delinquent  companion  be  sus- 
pended ;  it  is  put  to  Tote  and  declared  carried  by  a  show  of  hands. 

Decision. — No  written  charges  having  been  preferred,  the  action  of  the  Chapter 
was  void.    The  companion  is  not  legally  suspended. 

No.  2. — Can  a  High  Priest,  after  his  retirement  from  the  chair,  be  tried  by  his 
Chapter  for  any  oflBcial  aci  of  his  when  he  was  High  Priest? 

Decision.— No  ;  he  can  only  be  tried  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

No.  i.—VtMmpnign  Chaptf^r,  No.  50,  at  the  request  of  ML  Carmel  Chapter,  No. 
159,  gives  permisrtion  to  s<aid  Chapter  to  confer  the  M.  E.  and  R.  A.  degrees  upon  a 
Past  Master  of  Champaign  Chapter,  without  reservation  ;  where  is  his  membership, 
and  to  which  Chapter  does  the  fee  belong? 

Decision.— On  signing  the  by-laws  of  ML  Carmel  Chapter  he  becomes  a  member 
of  it,  and  said  Chapter  is  alone  entitled  to  the  fee. 

No.  4.— Can  an  honorary  member  be  legally  elected  to  an  office  of  a  Chapter  of 
which  he  is  such  a  member? 

Decision.— No;  an  honorary  membership  entitles  him  to  a  seat  in  the  Chapter, 
but  with  no  further  rights. 

No.  5.— Cau  a  companion  vote  when  in  arrears  for  dues  over  one  year,  the  by-laws 
of  his  Chapter  specifying  such  arrearage  of  dues  as  depriving  him  of  '.hat  right? 

Decision.— Yes ;  no  companion  can  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote  until  charges 
are  preferred  against  him.    Such  a  by-law,  being  unconstitutional,  is  void. 

No.  6  —Can  a  ballot  on  a  petition  be  withheld  after  it  is  received  by  a  Chapter,  a 
compuniun  liaving  objected  to  the  ballot  being  taken? 

Decision.— No;  the  petition  being  in  the  possession  of  the  Chapter,  a  ballot  must 
be  taken  and  the  candidate  elected,  before  objections  can  be  made  and  entertained 
by  the  High  Priest. 

No.  7.— A  Cha))ter  member  is  suspended  by  his  Lodge.  He  appeals  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  is  reinstated.  Is  he  liable  to  the  Chapter  for  dues  during  the  time  of  his 
suspension  by  his  Lodge  ? 

Decision.— No;  he  is  not  liable  for  dues  from  the  date  of  his  suspension  by  his 
Lodge  to  the  time  of  his  reinstatement  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  (See  Sec.  48  Grand 
Chapter  By-Laws.) 

We  concur  in  all  these  decisions,  with  the  exception  of  No.  5.  We  believe  it  to 
be  competent  for  any  Chapter  to  enact  such  a  ^y•law  and  enforce  it  When  a  com. 
panion  signs  the  by-laws  he  subscribes  and  coi  lents  to  all  their  provisions  ;  and,  if 
these  by-laws  are,  as  they  shonld  be,  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter  or  Grand  High 
Priest,  they  acquire  the  force  of  a  constitutional  provision. 

The  following,  relative  to  uniting  the  Council  degrees  with  the  Chapter's,  meet^ 
our  hearty  concurrence : — 

8 
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I  shall  now  ask  your  earnest  attention  to  a  matter  which  I  consider  of  vital 
interest  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Many  who  are  present  know  the  importance  of  the 
Cryptic  degrees,  and  that  without  them  the  Royal  Arch  degree  is  shorn  of  much  of  its 
beauty ;  that,  in  fact,  the  Royal  and  Select  lif asters'  degrees  are  the  key  to  and 
explanation  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  The  Cryptic  degrees  originally  belonged  to 
and  were  conferred  in  the  Chapter,  and  up  to  1829  the  General  Qrand  Chapter 
claimed  jurisdiction  over  these  degrees.  Finally,  in  1853,  the  General  Grand  Onap-. 
ter,  by  its  action,  surrendered  its  claim  to  the  Grand  Councils  of  the  different  States. 
Since  that  time  these  beautiful  degrees  have  lost  ground,  and  are  now  in  a  languish- 
ing condition,  except  in  those  States  that  have  them  under  the  control  of  the  Grand 
Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapters  of  Mississippi  and  North  Carolina  have  already  consolidated 
with  the  Grand  Councils  of  those  States,  and  Texas  is  moving  towards  the  same  end. 
It  has  become  a  matter  of  life  or  death  with  Cryptic  Masonry  throughout  the  country, 
and  now  the  Qrand  Council  of  Illinois  asks  this  Grand  Chapter  to  take  charge  of 
these  beautiful  degrees,  and  confer  them  in  our  Chapters.  M.\  E.\  Comp.  H.  W. 
Walteb,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Mississippi,  informed  me  that  Crvptic  and  Capitalar 
Masonry  in  his  State  has  the  same  membership.  In  this  State,  where  there  are  over 
11,000  Masons  who  have  taken  the  Capitular  aegrees,  there  are  less  than  3.000  who 
have  taken  the  Cryptic.  By  taking  charge  of  tnese  degrees,  and  conferring  them 
upon  all  Royal  Arch  Masons,  we  only  take  back  what  was  our  own,  and  belonged  to 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  up  to  1829,  (see  report  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  that 
year),  and  which  was  taken  from  Capitular  Masonry  to  increase  the  number  of  Qrand 
Bodies,  giving  honors  and  titles  to  a  favored  few.  I  heartily  agree  with  Grand  Mas- 
ter Waltkb,  of  Mississippi,  and  say  with  him,  that,  "  In  my  opinion,  the  crying  evil 
in  our  Order  is  the  splitting  of  degrees  and  the  multiplication  of  Grand  Bodies.  Had 
I  the  power,  I  would  blot  out  every  Council  and  Grand  Council  in  existence,  as  inde- 
pendent organizations.  I  would  yield  the  Past  Masters'  degree  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
where  it  properly  belongs,  as  an  honorary  degree,  and  would  blend  the  Most  Excel- 
lent Master  with  the  Mark  Master's,  and  the  Royal  and  Select  Master  with  the  Royal 
Arch,  making  it  the  Royal  degree  it  should  be,  and  giving  to  it  its  ancient  form  and 
beauty.  1  would  create  Giand  Chapters  that  would  work  this  and  the  Mark  degree 
alone." 

I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  a  committee  of  conference,  consisting  of  five 
members  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  be  appointed  to  meet  a  similar  committee  n-om  the 
Grand  Council,  with  power  to  draft  articles  of  consolidation  between  the  two  Qrand 
Bodies. 

The  following  memorial  upon  the  subject  was  received  from  the  Grand  Council : — 

To  the  M.\  E.',  Grand  High  Priesi  of  the  Grand  Chapter  oftfte  State  of  Illinois  .•— 

M.',  E.\  Sir. — The  undersigned  committ-*e,  appointed  by  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  memoralize  the  Grand  Chapter 
over  which  you  preside,  on  the  matter  of  jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  Council 
degrees,  respectfully  represent  that,  in  order  to  avoid  the  labor  incident  to  two 
separate  organizations,  and  at  the  same  time  to  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  and 
proper  dissemination  of  the  degrees  now  conferred  in  the  Council,  in  their  opinion 
a  plan  of  consolidation  is  practicable  whereby  these  objects  can  be  accomplished. 
We  therefore,  in  accordance  with  our  instructions,  respectfully  ask,  through  you, 
that  the  Grand  Chapter,  if  in  its  wisdom  it  seem  best,  appoint  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence to  act  with  us  in  an  endeavor  to  perfect  such  a  plan,  and  submit  the  same  for 
the  approval  of  both  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Council. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

John  M.  Pearboh, 

Hiram  W.  Hubbard, 

Archibald  A.  Glenn, 

Thkodore  T   Gurnet, 

Philander  W.  Barclay; 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  strongly  indorsed  the  recommendation 
of  the  Qrand  High  Priest,  and  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
similar  committee  from  the  Grand  Council,  which  committee  reported  as  follows : — 

Your  special  committee  to  consider  the  memorial  from  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  woold 
respectfully  report,  that  at  a  joint  meeting  of  your  committee  and  a  similar  committee 
from  the  Grana  Council  of  this  State,  held  last  evening,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  joint  committee  that  there  was  no  constitutional  obiection  to  a  union  of  the 
Royal  and  Select  Master's  degrees,  with  those  conferred  in  the  Roval  Arch  Chapters, 
and  that  such  a  union  is  practicable  ;  and  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  should  take  the  preparatory  steps  to 


Commiitee. 


CommUtee. 
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bring  about  said  nnfon,  and  would  farther  recommend  that  if  said  Grand  Conncil 
shall  80  amend  their  Constitution,  at  their  present  Grand  Assembly,  as  to  be  enabled 
to  agree  to  said  anion,  that  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be, 
and  neis  hereby,  aathorized  and  requested  to  appoint  a  commission,  whose  dut;^  it 
shall  be  to  prepare  and  submit  to  him  a  full  and  detailed  plan  for  the  consummation 
of  such  union,  and  to  put  the  same  in  full  operation. 

We  had  supposed  that  the  consent  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  Would  be  neces- 
sary before  the  union  could  be  consummated.  The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  matter  was  referred  in  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  is  as  follows: — 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Mississippi,  asking  that  it  may  be  authorized  to  take  jurisdiction  of  the 
degrees  of  Roysl  and  Select  Master,  and  permit  the  same  to  be  conferred  b;^  iu  sub- 
ordinates, beg  leave  to  report  that,  having  carefally  examined  the  said  petition  and 
accompanying  papers,  and  duly  considered  the  subjec^matter  referred,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  no  jurisdiction  over  said  degrees;  but, 
on  the  contrarv,  it  is  restricted  in  its  recognition  of  degrees  to  those  of  Mark  Master, 
Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master,  and  Royal  Arch  Mason,  as  specified  in  section 
9,  article  1,  of  the  constitution.  For  these  reasons  we  recommend  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  be  not  granted. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

HcoH  McCuBDT, 
Gakrktt  D.  Bucknbb, 
John  R.  Holbrook, 
Charles  F.  Acbky, 
James  D.  POllard, 
Charles  W.  Romnet,  . 

Add,  on  motion  of  the  General  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  matter  was  postponed  until  the  next  Triennial  Convocation. 

Notwithstanding  this  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  Mississippi  has  pub  • 
lished  the  banns  and  the  wedding  has  been  celebrated,  and  now  Illinois  proposes  to 
follow  salt.  We  hope  California  will  take  the  same  course,  for  unless  this  Is  done, 
<7ryptic  Masonry,  so  far  as  this  jurisdiction  is  concerned,  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in  rather  a  shaky  condition,  there  being  a 
balance  of  $1500  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  author- 
Uing  the  Grand  Treasurer  to  borrow  that  sum  for  the  term  of  oue  year,  at  the  best 
rate  of  interest  possible. 

A  resolution,  requiring  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  present  an  amendment 
to  the  laws  and  ritual  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  permitting  subordinate  Chapters  the  use 
of  substitutes  in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  was  presented,  voted  upon,  and 
lost. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  again  presented  by  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Comp.  Jamks  H.  Miles,  who  reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty  Grand  Chapters— also 
those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and 
Wales.  California  for  1877  receives  a  fair  share  of  his  attention.  Comp.  Miles  con- 
lines  himself  to  the  proceedings  before  him,  seldom  venturing  upon  a  comment  or 
criticism;  thus,  although  bis  reports  are  valuable  as  sources  of  information,  he  gives 
his  brother  reporters  no  show  to  scarify  him  on  points  of  law,  ancient  landmarks, 
Masonic  usage,  etc.,  which  is  deemed  by  some  of  us  a  great  privation.  Comp.  Miles, 
we  regret  to  say,  has  tired  of  the  labor  Involved  in  preparing  these  reports,  and  has 
resolved  to  write  no  more.    Here  is  his  valedictory  :-:- 

And  here  ends  our  labors  as  a  reporter.  We  never  wrote  a  satisfactory  report,  and 
this  is  the  worst  attempt  of  all;  but  such  as  it  is  we  give  it  to  you.  When  another 
twelve  months  shall  bring  to  you  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Body,  another  name 
will  be  affixed  to  the  Report  on  Correspondence.  We  freely  and  willingly  give  place 
to  one  rully  competent  to  the  task,  and  who  loves  it  well.  He  is  one  of  the  Old 
Gqard ;  treat  him  well,  and  you  will  learn  to  love  him. 

From  the  fore(|^oing  reports  it  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  Royal  Craft  is  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  No  differences 
exist,  and  no  questions  of  vital  importance  are  now  agitating  the  Craft 
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To  my  companioDs  of  the  reportorial  gaild,  I  now  return  my  thanks  for  the  many 
kind  expressions  of  regard  yon  nave  bad  for  my  feeble  efforts  as  a  reporter,  and  witA 
the  hope  that  we  may  all  meet  in  the  Good  By-and-By,  I  bid  you  all  a  fraternal  fare- 
well. 

JAMES  H.  MILES,  Committee, 

Good-bye,  Comp.  Miles  ;  if  you  succeed  in  obtaining  one-half  the  good  fortune 
we  wish  you,  there  will  be  little  left  for  you  to  desire. 

From  the  following  correspondence,  which  we  disooTer  near  the  end  of  the 
Annual,  we  conclude  that  the  union  of  the  Council  degrees  with  the  Chapters  is  un 
fait  acompH  ;— 

CX>NSOLn>ATION  OF  THE  GBAIO)  CX>UNOIL  ROTAL  AND  SBLECTT  MASTERS  WITH 

THE  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

Gband  Chapter  of  Illinois,  Rotal  Abch  Masoks.        ) 
Office  of  the  Gband  Secbbtahy,  Chicago,  December  1, 1877. ) 

To  all  Oomp.  Itoyal  Arch  Masons  and  Royal  and  Select  Masters  to  xjofunn  these  pres- 
ents may  come — Greeting  : 

At  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  held  in 
the  city  of  Chicago  the  25th  day  of  October,  a.  d,  1877,  the  following  memorial  from 
the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  Masons  was  presented,  and  the  sub- 
sequent action  had  thereon : — 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  if.-.  E,\  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  lUinois:-^ 

jif.*.  £1'.  Sib:— The  undersigned  committee,  appointed  by  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  memorialize  the  Grand  Chapter 
over  which  you  preside,  on  the  matter  of  Jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  Council 
degrees,  resuectfuliy  represent  that,  in  order  to  avoid  the  labor  incident  to  two  sep- 
arate organizations,  and  at  the  same  time  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  and  proper 
dissemination  of  the  degrees  now  conferred  in  the  Council,  in  their  opinion  a  plan  of 
consolidation  is  practicable  whereby  these  objects  can  be  accomplished.  We  there- 
fore, in  accordance  with  our  instructions,  respectfully  ask,  through  you,  that  the 
Grand  Chapter,  if  in  iu  wisdom  it  seem  best,  appoint  a  committee  of  conference  to 
act  with  us  in  an  endeavor  to  perfect  such  a  plan,  and  submit  the  same  for  the 
approval  of  both  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Council. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

John  M.  Pearson, 

Hiram  W.  Hubbard, 

Abchibald  a.  Glenn, 

Theodore  T.  Gurney, 

Philander  W.  Barclay, 

Report  of  the  Committee. 
To  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  lUincds:— 

Tour  Special  Committee  ti  consider  the  Memorial  from  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  would 
respectfullv  report  that  at  a  joint  meeting  of  your  committee,  and  a  similar  commit- 
tee from  the  Grand  Couucil  of  this  State,  held  last  evening,  it  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  joint  committee  that  there  was  no  constitutional  objection  to  a  union 
of  the  Royal  and  Select  Masters'  degrees  with  those  conferred  in  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapters,  and  that  such  a  union  is  practicable ;  and  your  committee  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  should  take  the  preparatory 
steps  to  bring  about  said  union,  and  would  further  recommend  that  if  said  Grand 
Council  shall  so  amend  their  Constitution,  at  their  present  Grand  Assembly,  as  to  be 
enabled  to  agree  to  said  union,  that  the  M,\  £.*.  Grand  Hiffh  Priest  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  appomt  a  commission  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  and  submit  to  him  a  full  and  detailed  plan  for  the  consum- 
mation of  such  union,  and  to  put  the  same  in  full  operation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Wiley  M.  Eoan, 

Augustus  A.  Murbay, 

Loyal  L.  Munn,  \  Committee, 

Haswrll  C.  Clarke,       | 

John  C.  Smith,  J 

'Chicago,  November  23, 1877. 


Committee. 
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To  the  Most  ExoeUerU  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Areh  Chapter  of  lUi- 
nois,  and  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master  of  Vie  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Illinois  :— 

Whereas,  The  Grand  Conocil  of  Roval  and  Select  Mastera  of  the  State  Illinois,  at 
its  Grand  Annual  Assembly  held  at  Chicago,  Friday,  October  26,  1877,  unanimously 
adopted  the  following,  to  wit  :— 

"  Jiesolved,  That  this  Grand  Council  surrender  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  all  constitutional  right  to  confer,  or  authorize  the  conferring,  the  degrees  of 
Royal  Master  and  Select  M aster.'' 

Therefore  the  undersigned,  committees  appointed  by  authority  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  respectively,  to  prepare  a  detailed  plan  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  degrees 
of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  by  and  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
submit  the  following : — 

I.  That  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  be  accepted  bv  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, and  shall  hereafter  be  conferred  as  follows:  Each  Uoyal  Arch  (Chapter  shall  open 
a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  and  confer  the  deirrees  of  Royal  Master  and 
Select  Master  subsequent  to  the  decree  oC  Royal  Arch  Mason.  The  officers  of  the 
Chapter  to  hold  corresponding  rank  in  the  Council. 

IT.  All  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  the  date  of  the  consummation  of  this  plan,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  without  fee. 

III.  All  permanent  members  and  present  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Council,  ' 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  Grand  Chapter  as  honorary  members. 

IV.  That  the  officers  of  all  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  qualify  themselves 
in  the  work  of  conferring  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  as  soon  as 
possible. 

v.  That  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  being  custodian  of  the  work  and 
ritual  of  all  decrees  conferred  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  take  the  necessary  steps  to  carry 
out  the  foregoing  plan. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

John  M.  Pearson, 
Theodore  T.  Gurnet, 
Henkt  G.  Perry. 

Committee  of  Grand  CouncU, 

Wiley  M.  Eoan, 
Arthur  R.  H.  Atkins, 
Hiram  W.  Hubbard, 

Oommtttee  of  Grand  Chapter, 

To  all  Royal  Aroh  Masons  and  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Illinois  .*— 

The  foregoing  report  of  a  Joint  committee  of  the  Grand"  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  and  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  is  communicated  for  the 
information  and  government  of  the  several  subordinate  Chapters  and  Councils  of  the 
SUte  of  Illinois. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  We  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  caused 
[seal]       the  seals  of  the  Grand  Council  and  Grand  Chapter  to  be  affixed  this  24th 
day  of  November,  a.  d.  1877. 

JAS.  C.  McMURTRT, 

M.  JS.  Grand  High  Priest, 

Attest :  JAMES  H.  MILES. 

Grand  Secretary. 

[SEAL]  JONATHAN  J.  FRENCH, 

M.  P,  Grand  Master, 

AUest :  GiL.  W.  BERNARD, 

Grand  Recorder, 

Here,  then,  are  two  Grand  Jurisdictions  who  have  taken  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and 
despite  the  quasi  refusal  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to  give  its  assent  to  the  nnp- 
tials,  have  "  been  and  gone  and  got  married."  Others  will  doubtless  follow  their 
example,  and  we  hope  California  will  be  one  of  the  first. 

The  M,\  E.\  Jambs  C.  McMurtry  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,\  E,* 
James  Hooe  Miles  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Chicago 
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INDIANA. 

The  thirty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Indianapolis  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  October  1877,— the  M,\  E,'. 
Rbubbn  Pendkit,  Orand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R,\  E.\  John  M.  Bramwbll 
being  Grand  Secretary.  All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  and  seventy-eight  oat 
of  ninety-one  chartered  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  confined  to  matters  of  local  interest. 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  learn  that  the  Grand  Chapter  has 
loaned,  from  its  snrplns  funds,  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  to  individuals,  the  aum  of 
$d373  34,  which,  added  to  the  balance  now  in  the  treasury,  $2263  17,  foots  up  the 
respectable  total  of,  $3136  48. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  was  duly  recognized,  and  an  exchange  of  Repre- 
sentatives recommended. 

In  examining  the  statistical  table. pur  attention  is  at  once  attrscted  to  the  marked 
decrease  in  the  work  done  this  year  as  compared  with  that  of  1876.  The  decrease  in 
exaltations  is  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  ;  in  admissions,  twenty-two,  while  there 
is  an  increase  in  deaths  of  thirteen,  and  in  suspension  for  non  payment  of  dues,  of 
twenty-four,  the  total  membership  being  decreased  by  fort3*-three. 

We  can  account  for  this  falling  off,  only  by  attributing  it  to  the  general  financial 
depression  which  hangs  over  the  country  like,  a  pall,  paralyzing  every  branch  of 
industry,  and  affecting  even  the  welfare  of  our  Masonic  Bodies. 

The  proceedings  are  fearfully  and  wonderfully  barren  of  interest,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence  by  Comp.  Wiliam  Hacker,  the  fact 
that  they  met,  elected  officers,  and  closed,  would  be  about  all  we  could  find  to  record 
of  interest  to  the  general  Craft.  In  this  report,  however,  we  have  struck  a  lead,  a 
perfect  ''bonanza,''  and  we  propose  to  work  it  to  the  extent  of  the  space  at  our  dis- 
posal. 

First,  we  have  to  regret  that  the  proceedings  of  California  did  not  reach  Comp. 
Haokkk,  and  we  are  thus  deprived  of  his  intelligent  criticism  and  comment  upon  our 
own  doings.    Of  California  he  says :  — 

We  have  no  tidings  from  this  jurisdiction  the  past  year.  For  why,  we  cannot  say. 
Our  Pacific  sister  has  heretofore  been  usually  prompt  with  us,  but  for  some  cause 
she  seems  just  now  to  be  in  a  sullen  mood.  We  have,  in  order  to  show  our  fraternal 
regard  for  her,  sent  a  special  request  that  she  would  be  pleased  to  smile  upon  us 
once  more,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 

As  we  see  by  an  advance  copy  of  the  Report  on  Correspondence  from  Missouri, 
received  some  ten  days  since,  that  a  copy  of  California  proceedings,  April  10, 1877, 
had  been  reviewed  by  the  committee,  we  are  led  to  infer  that  our  sister  has  got  as 
far  east  on  the  round  of  visits  as  the  great  Mississippi  river,  and  in  attempting  to 
cross  that  turbulent  stream  she  had  got  her  "silver  slippers"  a  little  soiled,  and  not 
wishing  to  appear  in  that  condition  among  her  eastern  relations,  she  has  letnmed  to 
her  Pacific  home  to  brush  up  a  little.  If  so,  all  right ;  she  will  then  be  along  in  due 
time,  bright  and  cheery. 

We  can  only  say,  that  the  usual  number  of  copies  of  our  proceedings  were  duly 
mailed  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  Indiana,  but  whether  they  got  even  as  far  aa  the 
great  Mississipi  river,  or  not,  we  cannot  say.  Other  copies  will  be  forwarded,  and 
we  hope  Comp.  Hacker  will  yet  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  us  what  he  thinks  of  our 
transactions. 

We  cannot,  of  course,  give  a  tithe  of  the  good  things  with  which  this  excellent 
report  abounds,  but  we  have  selected  a  few  which  must  stand  as  specimens  of  the 
whole. 

Under  the  head  of  Connecticut,  he  says  :— 

We  do  not  know  that  we  understand  what  this  striking  from  the  roll  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues  implies.  We  don*t  l.ke  it,  however.  It  is  not  Masonic,  but  comes  from 
some  one  of  the  modern  institutions  of  the  day,  and  as  Masons  we  should  let  St 
remain  with  those  with  whom  it  originated. 
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We  got  rid  of  that  nonsense  in  California  years  ago,  and.  althongh  our  iron-clad 
law  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  does  has  proToked  mnch  adverse  criticism,  yet 
its  operation  has  proved  so  effectnal  in  weeding  out  the  drones  and  non-p rod u cent, 
and  securing  an  active,  zealous  membership,  that  we  have  seen  no  caase  to  regret  its 
establishment. 

Under  the  head  of  Delaware,  he  qootes  from  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
as  follows : — 

"  On  December  the  eighteenth,  I  suspended  the  by-laws  of  WaaJiinglon  and  La/ay- 
eUe  Chapters  to  enable  them  to  elect  trustees  out  of  time.*' 

Upon  which  he  comments  as  follows  : — 

This  suspending  the  provisions  of  by-laws  we  have  heard  of  before,  but  never  did 
believe  in  it.  We  have  not  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  this  Grand  Chapter  at  hand,  and 
can  not.  therefore,  say  whether  the  Grand  High  Priest  possesses  the  right  to  do  so  or 
not ;  but  we  will  venture  the  largest  and  sweetest  peach  that  grows  in  Delaware  this 
year  that  he  don't.  We  never  yet  saw  one  who  did  possess  the  right  to  suspend,  or 
render  for  a  time  null  and  void,  any  provision  of  law,  and  we  very  much  doubt  if  that 
election  for  trustees,  thus  held  after  the  suspension  of  the  law  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  was  any  more  legal  than  if  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  had  suspended  it 
himself,  or  the  Chapter  had  held  the  election  without  regard  to  the  law  at  all.  But, 
then,  if  our  companions  of  Delaware  are  satisfied  with  it,  of  course  we  shall  not  raise 
an  objection  to  the  legality  of  those  trustees.  In  Indiana  their  election  would  not  be 
worth  a  snap,  and  would  not  stand  a  moment  in  any  court  in  the  State.  We  look  at 
it  in  this  way  :  If  a  Grand  High  Priest  has  the  right  to  suspend  the  by-laws  of  a  Chap- 
ter, then,  during  the  suspension  of  the  law,  the  Chapter  has  no  law  on  the  subject, 
and  of  course  the  election  must  be  void. 

We  are  a  little  in  doubt  as  to  what  is  meant  by  *'  suspending  the  by-laws  "  of  a 
Chapter ;  we  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  before  in  Masonry,  and,  with  Comp. 
Hacker,  we  doubt  if  any  Grand  High  Priest  possesses  snch  power.  If  it  simply 
means  that  a  special  dispensation  was  issued  to  enable  the  above  mentioned  Chapters 
to  elect  officers  at  a  time  other  than  that  provided  in  their  by-laws,  then  it  is  an  every 
day  occurrence,  and  most,  if  not  all  the  Constitutions  of  Grand  Chapters,  give  the 
Grand  High  Priest  the  power  to  issue  such  dispensations  in  certain  cases.  It  is  a 
power,  however,  which  should  be  exercised  with  great  care  and  discrimination,  for 
its  liberal  use  is  liable  to  encourage  a  loose  and  careless  method  of  doing  business  in 
the  subordinate  Chapters,  which  cannot  fail  to  prove  detrimental  to  their  welfare  and 
prosperity. 

In  his  review  of  Iowa,  he  hits  the  nail  on  the  head  and  drives  it  home,  on  the 
colored  Masonry  question.  The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Iowa,  in  his  address,  alluded 
to  the  fact  that  a  Chapter  of  colored  Royal  Arch  Masons  had  been  organized  within 
that  Jurisdiction,  and  that  others  would  soon  follow.  The  committee  to  whom  that 
portion  of  the  address  was  referred,  in  their  report,  used  the  following  language  :— 

As  "  in  every  nation  they  that  fear  God  and  work  righteousness  are  accepted  of 
him,"  so  in  every  Lodge  and  Chapter  they  that  do  square  work  and  are  true  to  the 
everlasting  principles  of  the  Order  must  be  accepted  of  us. 

In  accoraance  with  these  views,  *  *  *  it  is  suggested  that  the  several  Grand 
Lodges  in  the  United  States,  by  delegates,  shall  convene  at  some  suitable  time  and 
place  and  deliberate  upon  this  subject  alone,  and  reach  some  conclusion  tbat  may 
prove  a  solution  of  the  question. 

Upon  this.  Comp.  Hacker  says : — 

Now,  we  would  like  to  offer  a  few  thoughts  of  our  own  upon  this  subject,  but  are 
a  little  afraid  to  do  so.  as  we  are  not  sore  just  what  the  committee  intended  should 
be  understood  by  "  the  everlasting  principles  of  the  Order."  Consequently,  should 
we  do  so  we  might  miss  it,  and  be  laoghea  at.  But  we  will  venture  that  if  the  ques- 
tion is  not  settled  until  that  convention  of  the  several  Orand  Lodges  in  the  United 
States  meet  to  deliberate  upon  that  subject,  it  will  be  several  centuries  yet  before 
the  question  is  finally  brought  to  a  close.  And  we  much  fear  that  the  colored  gen- 
tleman will  get  awfully  tired  waiting  in  the  *<  wood-pile '/  for  the  result  of  that  con- 
vention. 

Now,  according  to  oar  view— and  we  think  it  also  strictly  according  to  the  *'  ever- 
lasting principles  of  the  Order ''->-we  say,  let  the  colored  gentleman  get  out  of  the 
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"  wood-pile,"  abandon  hie  clandestine  organization,  then  apply  for  admiasion  to  the 
Order  at  the  same  door  that  the  white  man  ha»  to,  and  we'll  venture  that  the  qaeation 
will  be  Rettled  at  once,  the  color  line  destroyed,  and  the  wood  pile  so  obliterated 
that  the  colored  gentleman  will  never  find  it  again  to  hide  himself  in. 

We  agree  entirely  with  Comp.  Hacker,  and  believe  that  his  "  view/'as  expressed 
in  the  last  paragraph,  contains  the  only  trae  and  practicable  solotion  of  the  colored 
problem.  We  have  in  California,  Lodges,  Chapters,  and  Commaoderies  of  colored 
Masons,  many  of  them  we  personally  know  to  be  good  and  exemplary  citizens,  men 
of  intelligence  and  education,  with  whom  we  woold  not  hesitate  to  sit  in  any  Masonic 
body  in  the  world,  provided  they  were  legally  admitted ;  yet  we  have  not,  nor  do  we 
propose  to  recognize  them  as  Masons,  so  long  as  they  preserve  an  organization 
which  onr  Grand  Lodge  denounces  as  clandestine,  or,  as  Comp.  Hackeb  says,  they 
apply  for  admission  at  the  same  door,  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  does  the 
white  man. 

Under  the  head  of  Kentucky,' he  takes  a  bold  and  decided  stand  npon  the  question 
of  the  connection  of  the  Royal  Arch  with  the  Master's  degree. 

Comp.  Henderson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  of  Kentucky  t 
says:— 

It  is  universally  conceded  that  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  originally  consisted  of  three 
degrees,  and  the  teachinga  of  what  now  is  known  as  the  Royal  Art  was  formerly  a 
section  of  the  Master's  degree. 

Upon  which  Comp.  Hacker  remarks :  — 

This  is  not  the  time  or  place,  we  are  well  aware,  to  discuss  this  matter.  But  we 
here  take  occasion  to  say  that  so  far  from  its  being  "universally  conceded,*'  there  is 
not  one  line,  word,  syllable,  letter,  or  character  essential  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  that 
ever  was  any  part  of  the  Ma!«ter'8  degree,  and  we  challenge  'proof  to  the  con- 
trary. And  we  further  assert  that  the  Master's  degree  stands  to-day  complete  and 
perfect,  without  any  loss  or  dismemberment  whatever,  as  it  did  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  June,  1717,  when  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  formed.  We  fur- 
ther say,  that  we  do  not  care  to  take  as  evidence  what  Dr.  A  or  Dr.  B  has  to  say  in 
his  or  their  speculations  on  the  snbject.  We  demand  facts  that  are  reliable.  Give 
us  Uieae  and  we  can  draw  our  own  conclusions  and  make  our  own  speculations. 

We  have  great  respect  for  the  opinions  of  Comp.  Henderson  as  a  "wise  and 
accomplished  Freemaaon,"  but,  in  this  instance,  we  are  constrained  to  stand  side  by 
side  with  Comp.  Hacker,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  admonition  of  the  old  lawyer 
to  the  young  practitioner,  when  advising  him  as  to  the  secret  of  success  in  his  pro- 
fession, we  "deny  everything  and  call  for  the  proof.'* 

The  following,  under  the  head  of  Minnesota,  so  thoroughly  expresses  our  views, 
that  we  cannot  refrain  from  inserting  it  here.  We  have,  on  previous  occasions, 
pretty  decidedly  expressed  our  opinion  relative  to  the  abominable  doctrine  of  eternal 
jurisdiction,  and  we  are  pleased  to  know  that  we  are  not  alone  in  our  views  upon 
this  question. 

The  (Srand  High  Priest  of  Minnesota  made  the  following  decision,  which  waa  not 
concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Chapter  :— 

A  brother  petitions  to  the  Chapter  and  is  rejected.  Six  months  after,  the  three 
principal  officers  give  him  permission  to  petition  the  nearest  Chapter.  Waa  the 
action  of  the  officers  right? 

He  answers— it  waa.    The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in  their  report,  say : — 


In  this  dec 


ision  we  cannot  concur,  believing  it  to  be  a  departure  fi'om  the  univer- 


the  "  eternal 
dinate  body, 


sally  accepted  law  of  Masonry,  in  the  matter  of  jurisdiction.    We  do  not  believe  in 


urisdiction  "  law  which  some  Grand  Bodies  have  enacted,  that  a  subor* 
laving  once  rejected  a  candidate,  has  forever  afterwards  and  every- 
where a  claim  on  the  rejected  material,  which  no  one  must  question  or  meddle  with; 
but  we  do  believe  that  a  rejected  candidate,  so  long  as  he  remains  within  the  local 
jurisdiction  of  the  body,  is  unquestionably  held  to  be  **  material "  belonging  to  the 
body  that  rejected  him,  and,  where  there  is  no  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  two  or 
more  bodies,  he  must  ever  remain  so. 

Comp.  Hacker  thereupon  says :— 


1878.]  GRAND  CHAPTER  OP   CALIFORNIA.  393 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  this  report  of  the  committee,  so  ably  presented,  was 
concarred  in  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  This  modern  doctrine  coming  into  vogue,  and 
so  energetically  seized  upon  and  promulgated  as  the  true  rule  of  government  by 
several  of  our  Grand  Masonic  Bodies,  and  thereby  cutting  off  all  means  or  room  for 
repentance,  ont-Calvins  old  John  Calvin  him^elr  for  we  believe  that  that  good  old 
samt  did  admit,  under  the  system  of  his  eternal  decrees,  there  was  still  left  a  little 
room  for  repentance.  Now,  we  hold  this  to  be  the  only  safe  and  judicious  rule  to 
adopt  on  the  subject  of  jurisdiction.  A  person  residing  within  the  local  jurisdiction 
of  a  Masonic  body  must  necessHrily  apply  to  that  body  for  admission  to  the  Order. 
Ue  does  so  and  is  rejected.  Now,  while  he  may  renew  his  application  to  that  body 
as  often  as  he  may  see  proper,  he  cannot  apply  to  any  other  body,  without  the  nnan- 
imons  consent  of  the  first,  while  he  continues  to  reside  within  its  local  jurisdiction. 
Of  course  not ;  and  no  officer  or  set  of  officers  can  take  the  right  of  determining  that 
question  from  the  body  itself.  We  care  not  what  law  or  role  to  the  contrary  may  be 
enacted  by  the  Grand  Body.  This  we  hold  to  be  one  of  the  inalienable  rights  that 
never  has  been  and  never  can  be  delegated  away.  Now,  the  applicant  changes  his 
residence  to  some  other  part  of  the  country,  where,  after  residing  a  reasonable  time— 
we  say  one  year — he  gains  a  residenco.  He  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Masonic  body  nearest  his  residence.  The  first  has  lost  all  juli^diction  over  him ;  the 
second  has  gained  it,  and  has  the  sole  and  entire  juritidiction  of  his  case,  without  any 
regard  whatever  to  what  may  have  been  the  result  of  his  application  Jn  the  first 
inatance.    Such  is  our  rule  on  the  subject,  and  we  hold  it  to  be  right. 

With  the  views  expressed  by  the  committee  and  by  Comp.  Hacker,  relative  to 
the  Justice  or  propriety  of  such  a  law,  we  are  in  full  sympathy;  and  when  the  law 
was  promulgated  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  IST-i,  we  denounced  it  as  a 
''crowning  absurdity,"  and  so  we  still  consider  it;  nevertheless,  it  is  the  law,  pro- 
molgated  by  the  highest  autliority  in  the  land,  and,  until  modified  or  repealed,  we 
are  bound  to  obey  it  Therefore,  we  say,  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  Ti%ht  in  his 
decision,  and  the  committee  and  Grand  Chapter  were  wrong ;  they  should  have  sus- 
tained the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  deciding  as  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  do  under  the 
law,  and  then  denounced  the  law  as  mOust,  impracticable,  and  absurd — in  which 
opinion  we  believe  they  wonld  have  been  upheld  by  a  majority  of  their  companions. 
We  smcerely  hope  this  question  will  be  agitated  ontil  this  disgrace  to  our  etitute 
book  is  removed. 

We  are  exceedingly  loath  to  leave  this  admirable  report,  for  it  ia  one  of  the  best 
we  have  ever  read.  Comp.  Haokbr  says  it  is  his  last,  bnt  we  hope  he  may  be 
induced  to  withdraw  that  laU  remark,  and  still  continue  to  do  credit  to  himself  and 
honor  to  his  Grand  Chapter,  by  continuing  in  the  reportorial  harness. 

The  M.\  £.',  Simeon  S.  Johnson  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R,:  E,\ 
John  M.  Bbamwell  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Indianapolis. 

IOWA. 

The  twenty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Davenport  on  the  second  day  of  October,  1877,— the  Mr.  E.\  Horace  8. 
WuiBLow,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R,\  K\  William  B.  Lanqridob  being 
Grand  Secretary.  Forty-three  of  the  eighty-one  chartered  Chapters,  and  two  under 
dispensations,  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  announces  the  death  of  the  venerable 
companion,  William  Lefpinowell,  Past  Grand  Scribe,  and  pays  an  eloquent  tribute 
to  hia  memory.    Ho  reports  the  issue  of  three  dispensationa  to  form  new  Ohapters. 

Representatives  were  appointed  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Weat  Virginia 
Canada,  and  Colorado. 

In  making  these  appointments,  the  Grand  High  Priest  says :  "  I  trust  that  through 
thia  channel,  we  may  be  united  in  closer  fraternal  relations  with  these  Grand  Bodies; 
sQch  may  and  should  be  the  case.  If,  howeveri  these  appointments  are  to  be  used  aa 
merely  honorary  marka  of  distinction,  they  will  certainly  prove  useless  appendages. 
The  custom  of  making  auch  appointments,  if  it  may  have  reached  that  point,  is  so 
comparatively  recent,  that  it  ia  hardly  time  yet  to  determine  what  fruit,  if  any,  it  shall 
bear,  and  it  ii,  at  least,  worthy  of  a  fair  trial." 
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The  castom  has  had  at  least  ten  yean  trial,  and,  in  some  instances,  has  been  pro- 
dnctive  of  good  resalts ;  and,  even  if  the  appointments  are  made  only  as  a  mark  o  f 
hoborary  distinction,  wc  do  not  see  how  any  harm  can  resnit. 

The  custom  has  now  become  aniversal,  and  if  the  honors  were  more  equally 
divided,  we  think  the  system  wonld  be  improved.  As  it  ip,  it  frequently  happens 
that  one  companion,  by  reason  of  his  piominence  in  the  Order,  holds  credentials  as 
Representative  from  a  dozen  different  States.  This,  we  think,  ought  not  to  be,  for  it 
might  happen  that  some  controversy  might  arise  where  conflicting  interests  would 
be  involved,  and  thus  a  companion,  holding  a  mnltplicity  of  appointments,  might  find 
himself  in  the  embarrassing  situation  of  being  called  upon  to  represent  both  sides  of 
a  question.  No  companion  should  represent  more  than  one  jurisdiction,  and  in  that 
jurisdiction  and  all  that  pertains  to  it  he  should  take  a  warm  interest,  and  strive  to 
promote  those  fraternal  relations  between  it  and  his  own  which  is  the  aim  and  object 
of  the  representative  system. 

We  note  the  following  decisions,  in  which  we  concur : — 

First.  Held,  that  if  a  companion  voluntarilv  states  the  reasoM  for  an  objection 
to  the  exaltation  of  a  brother  who  has  been  balloted  for  and  received  ail  the  degrees 
but  the  Iloyal  Arch,  and  this  whether  done  at  the  time  objection  was  made  or  sub- 
sequently, the  objection  and  reason  then  become  the  property  of  the  Chapter,  and 
proceedings  must  be  had  as  provided  in  Section  XV.  of  the  Constitatiun. 

Second.  The  Chapter  cannot,  by  vote,  make  the  objection  and  reason  therefor  its 
propertv,  nor  require  the  High  Priest  to  state  the  same.  It  becomes  the  property 
of  the  Chapter  only  wlien,  and  solely  because  the  voluntary  statement  is  made  by 
the  objector. 

Third.  A  High  Priest  has  no  authority  to  declare  the  office  of  Secretary  vacant 
because  of  non-attendance  on  the  part  of  such  officer. 

Upon  the  subject  of  colored  Masonry  he  discoarses  as  follows :— 

At  our  last  Convocation  I  took  occasion  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of 
colored  Masonry.  This  has  been  noticed  to  some  extent,  and  especially  by  the 
various  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  the  different  sister  Grand  jurisdic- 
tions, and  has  elicited  comment,  both  friendly  and  otherwise.  1  refer  to  it  again  at 
this  time,  believing  it  to  be  a  matter  worthy  of  the  serious  attention  of  the  Craft : 
and  also  believing  that  it  is  only  by  and  through  constant  agitation  and  repeatea 
effort  that  sufficient  interest  may  be  awakened  to  induce  its  proper  consideration  and 
just  action.  Companion  Ogdrn,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence of  New  York,  in  reviewing  the  q^uestion,  with  words  happily  chosen,  says: 
**  The  race  question  is  a  very  interestmg  one  in  this  country,  and  it  will  touch 
Masonry  in  its  outreaching,  and  Masonry  must  touch  it,  and  touch  it.  too,  so  as  to 
cover  it  with  its  broad  mantle  of  charity  and  its  sweet  spirit  of  brotherhood,  and  thns 
do  good  to  alt  classes,  races,  and  conditions,  and  mould  them  all  into  a  truer  and 
broader  brotherhood."  This,  in  brief,  includes,  in  my  judgment,  the  entire  argument. 
This  "race  question"  is  already  touching  our  institution  and  crowding  hard  against 
it.  Shall  we  longer  refbse  to  touch  it?  Is  it  right  that  we  longer  continue  to  turn 
by  on  the  other  side,  or  pretend  that  we  do  not  hear  the  call?  I  trust  that  the  time 
is  near  at  hand  when  the  sweet  voice  of  Masonry  shall  summon  her  children  from 
all  quarters  of  the  globe,  unfettered  by  caste,  race,  or  color.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
shall  we  be  in  very  truUi  what  we  profess  to  be. 

Our  views  upon  this  question  may  be  found  under  the  head  of  Indiana.  We  may, 
however,  remark,  en  passant,  that  we  cannot  see  where  the  question  of  race  is 
crowding  our  institution  more  closely  now  than  at  any  previous  period.  Of  those  who 
seek  its  privileges  and  honors,  Masonry  prescribes  only  these  conditions:  that  he  shall 
be  a  man,  free-born,  of  good  report,  and  ooming  well  recommended.  To  these  are 
added  certain  mental  and  physical  qualificationB,  and  beyond  these,  no  further  require- 
ment is  made.  There  is  no  discrimination  between  race  or  color,  country  or  condition 
in  life.  The  colored  man  is  as  free  to  alarm  the  outer  door  as  the  white  man,  bnt  he 
must  come,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and  requirements.  No  clandestine  Lodge 
of  white  men  would  be  recognized, —  then  why  should  we  remove  the  ancient  land- 
marks in  favor  of  the  colored  man?  We  have  no  prejudice  againB^  the  colored  man, 
and  we  have  frequently  sat  side  by  side  with  him  in  the  Lodge,  but  these  brethren 
were  made  in  just  and  legally  constituted  Lodges,  recognized  and  acknowledged  a> 
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SQch  throaghoQt  the  world,  and  no  objection  was  made  to  them  on  accoant  of  their 
color.  In  our  opinion,  the  solution  of  this  vexed  question  lies  in  a  nut-shell ;  let  the 
colored  men  renounce  their  clandestine  organizations,  comply  with  the  laws  of  the 
several  Grand  Lodges  under  whose  Jurisdiction  they  live,  and  the  problem  is  solved. 
The  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Lanobidob.  submitted  an  interesting  report,  from 
which  we  extract  the  following  :— 

I  have  to  return  thanks  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  to  Comp.  Jobh  C. 
Baker,  of  Waukegan,  Illinois — chief  of  the  Baker  family  of  vocalists — for  a  gift  of  a 
two  hundred  and  forty  pound  box  of  valuable  printed  proceedings  of  early  years ; 
among  which  were  some  of  great  value  to  ourselves,  and  others  which  will  "  make 
glad  the  hearts  "  of  other  collectors,  some  of  whom  are  already  rejoicing  in  them. 
I  know  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  mention  this,  ss  I  expect  to  have  calls  from  all  who 
hear  of  our  good  fortune ;  they  would  be  less  than  human — and  collectors— if  they 
did  not  "go  for"  me:  but  even  this  danger  does  not  deter  me  from  this  public 
expression  of  thanks  to  Comp.  Baker. 

We  know  of  one  indefatigable  collector,  the  first  letter  of  whose  name  is  A  bell, 
to  whose  attention  we  shall  immediately  call  this  portion  of  Comp.  Lakobiooe's 
report. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Chapters,  Comp.  Langridob  says :~ 

Up  to  the  last  day  of  September,  (the  time  of  printing  this  report)  some  twenty- 
four  Chapters  have  failed  to  send  in  their  reports,  and,  f^om  those  which  have  come 
to  hand.  I  find  a  larger  number  than  usual  who  report  no  work.  The  hard  times,  scr 
universally  felt,  have  effected  them  as  well  as  other  interests  of  society,  and  thev  will, 
I  think,  show  a  shrinkage  of  the  usual  increase,  in  the  way  of  ascessions,  with  an 
increased  number  of  dimissions.  If  the  returns  had  come  in  more  nearly  at  the  time 
required  by  the  constitutions,  I  could  give  you  a  more  complete  and  exact  statement 
of  the  increase  and  decrease,  and  of  the  income  for  the  ensuing  year,  than  I  can  with 
one-fourth  of  the  Chapters  in  default  as  to  reports. 

The  hard  times  have  also  been  severely  felt  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  last  year, 
owing  to  the  dry  season  and  general  financial  depression,  considerable  falling  off  in 
the  work  of  the  Chapters  was  experienced ;  but— and  we  take  this  occassion  to  com- 
pliment the  Secretaries  of  oar  subordinate  Chapters  upon  their  promptitude  and  zeal 
— with  one  exception,  the  returns  were  promply  sent  in  and  the  dues  paid.  We  have 
A-equently  noticed,  in  examining  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chapters,  that  the 
reports  of  Grand  Secretaries  often  show  a  long  list  of  Chapters  which  have  failed  to 
make  their  returns.  This  would  not  be  tolerated  in  California.  A  Chapter  may  be 
so  embarrassed,  financially,  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  its  dues,  but  there  is  no  excuse  for 
neglecting  to  make  its  returns. 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  upon  the  subject  of  a  cession  of  the 
Council  degrees  to  the  control  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  is  a  handsome  vonlme  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-one  pages,  splendidly  printed,  and  adorned  with  fine  steel  engraved  por- 
traits of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Winslow,  Parvin,  and  Eastman,  with  brief  bio- 
graphical sketches  of  each. 

To  Comp.  Eastman,  the  waggish  biographer  pays  the  following  somewhat  dubi- 
ous compliment : — 

Those  who  knew  Comp.  Eastman  when  he  was  young,  say  he  was  full  of  mirth, 
always  social  and  companionable,  was  everybody's  friend,  and  was  ^uj/  tike  himself. 
It  may  seem  a  little  incredible,  but  they  do  say  that  before  he  suffered  from  the 
small-pox  he  was  actually  handsome— XhAi  he  had  regular  features,  a  remarkably 
fair  countenance,  and  a  luxuriant  head  of  hair.  The  writer  of  this  believes,  that  if, 
in  the  resurrection,  our  companion  comes  up  in  his  youthful  beauty,  none  of  his  Iowa 
friends  will  recognize  him. 

That  sounds  very  much  like  Lanoridoi,  and,  were  we  in  Comp.  Eastman's  place, 
we  would  "  go  for  him ''  with  a  remarkably  warm  application. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Comp.  J.  M.  Shaffer,  is  a  well  prepared 
document  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  pages,  and  had  California  been  included  there 
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would  have  been  several  pages  more.  Why  we  were  left  out  in  the  cold  we  are  at  a 
loss  to  determine.  We  know  that  our  proceedings  were  mailed  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, and  we  think  he  must  have  received  them,  otherwise  he  would  have  *'  gone  for 
us"  ere  this,  for  Langbidob  is  in  no  wise  bashful  about  asking  for  what  he  wants. 

Comp.  Sqapfkb  reviews  in  an  able  manner  the  transactions  of  thirty-nine  Grand 
Chapters,  pitching  in,  with  a  looseness  that  is  perfectly  astounding,  to  all  theories 
and  practices  that  do  not  square  with  his  own  ideas.  It  is  one  of  the  richest  reports 
that  has  come  to  our  notice,  and  we  get  mad  and  madder,  as  we  peruse  it,  to  think 
we  have  missed  the  opportunity  of  being  criticised  by  so  charming  a  reviewer.  We 
make  a  few  extracts  as  specimens  of  his  style,  and  regret  that  we  have  not  room  lor 
more. 

With  Carson,  of  Ohio,  he  is  in  favor  of  conferring  the  degrees  upon  dismembered 
candidates,  and  under  the  head  of  Colorado,  he  quotes  the  following  resolution  :— 

Reaolced,  That  it  is  the  sense  9f  the  Grand  Chapter  that  it  is  not  lawful  to  confer 
the  Chapter  degrees  upon  a  one-armed  Mason. 

Upon  this  he  comments  as  follows : — 

Will  these  worthy  companions  please  give  us  a  reason  ?  We  can  readily  under* 
stand  how  a  *' one-armed  man*'  could  not  be  made  a  Mason  ;  but  when  a  man,  with 
all  his  bodily  parts  perfect,  has  been  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master,  and 
then,  by  some  fortuituous  chance,  loses  that  physical  perfection  demanded  by  the 
ancient  constitutions,  and  after  such  accident  demands  more  light,  we  do  not  know 
of  any  rule  which  should  exclude  him.  If  he  be  a  Master  in  faith— in  unity — and  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  has  lost  an  arm,  he  should  be  permitted  to  work  in  the 
quarries — bring  up  his  work  for  inspection ;  he  should  be  allowed  to  preside  over  the 
sons  of  light ;  lie  should  be  permitted  to  see  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  finished, 
completed,  as  God  commanded  Solomon,  and  as  Adoniram  received  it  from  him;  and 
he  should  go  up  from  Bahvlon  to  Jerusalem,  to  aid  in  rebuilding  the  house,  even  if  he 
had  lost  both  his  arms.  We  regard  this  decision  as  wrong  in  the  concrete,  and  wrong 
in  the  abstract.  It  won't  do.  And  it  never  will  do  so  long  as  it  is  true  that  oar 
ancient  brethren  worked  in  both  operative  and  speculative  Masonry,  while  we  work 
in  speculative  only. 

The  only  reason  necessary  to  be  given  in  support  of  this  very  proper  resolution  of 
our  Colorado  companion  is,  that  a  one-armed  man  cannot  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  several  degrees ;  he  can  neither  receive  nor  impart  instruction,  and  is 
therefore  disqualified. 

Connecticut  adopted  the  following  resolution  : — 

JReaolved,  Tbat  in  future  the  names  of  the  members  of  subordinate  Chapters  be 
published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  once  in  five  years,  commencing 
with  the  year  1880. 

Upon  which  Comp.  Shaffer  very  properly  says  :— 

This  is  not  wise.  Why  not  print  your  members'  names  every  year?  If  you  have 
not  enough  space,  condense  the  small  capitals  that  record  the  officers,  present  and 
permanent,  of  the  Grand  Chapter— put  them  in  nonpareil ;  abolish  your  (and  our) 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  for  "  there 's  a  deal  of  ink  i'  the  horn  that  had  better 
never  been  spilled ; "  but  by  all  means  let  the  workingmen  of  the  subordinates  have 
their  names  printed  every  year,  as  a  memorial  throughout  their  generations. 

We  think  the  publication  of  the  names  of  members  of  subordinate  Chapters  is  of 
great  importance  as  a  means  of  reference  and  information.  If  the  returns  are  cor- 
rectly made  and  published,  any  companion  may  be  traced  from  the  time  ho  Joins  the 
Chapter  until  he  withdraws,  dies,  is  suspended  or  expelled,  and  by  this  means  we 
are  frequently  enabled  to  obtain  information  of  great  importance,  when,  without  this 
convenient  guide,  we  should  be  completely  at  fault. 

In  speaking  of  some  ludicrous  typographical  errors  in  the  address  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Delaware,  he  says  :— 

The  devil  became  compositor  and  the  proof-reader  was  drunk.  Don't  be  disoour* 
aged.  Companion  Holdbn.  There  was  once  a  man  who  wrote  a  poem  and  indited  it, 
''No  cross,  no  crown."    The  types  made  it,  <*No  cows,  no  cream," — which  is  rela- 
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tively  a  fact,  even  if  it  be  not  good  poesy.    Once  more :  Smith  became  enamored 
and  wrote  poetry  thns : — 

■ 

'*  Where  nhall  I  meet  a  leaf  eo  fair 
In  Kature'a  open  page  T 
With  thee  the  beanteona  flower  compare. 
And  e'en  my  grief  assange?" 

The  devil  and  proof-reader  made  it— 

**  Where  could  I  meet  a  lump  so  fkir 
In  Nature's  OTpen  passage  T 
With  thee  the  tiarbarons  flower  compsre,' 
And  own  my  grief  a  saussgeT  " 

Under  the  head  of  Kansas,  he  quotes  the  following  resolution  :— 

Beaolved,  That  a  petition  for  the  Capitular  degrees  or  for  membership  must  be 
presented  at  a  regular  Convocation,  and  must  not  be  balloted  for  on  the  same  eve- 
ning it  is  presented ;  and  no  candidate  shall  be  advanced  until  his  proficiency  in  the 
S receding  degree  has  been  established  by  ezsmination  in  open  Chapter,  at  a  regular 
onvooation :  Provified,  This  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  conferring 
of  two  degrees  on  the  same  evening. 

Upon  this  he  makes  the  following  comments : — 

That  is  right ;  ever^  point  well  taken.  But  we  have  to  say,  with  .regret,  that  an 
examination  of  a  candidate,  with  a  view  to  his  proficiency  in  this  part  of  the  work, 
would  be  a  spectacle  of  marvellous  interest.  But  it  ought  to  be  done.  No  man  has 
a  right  to  the  degree  of  virtual  Past  Master  until  he  can  recite  all  the  grand  and 
beautiful  lectures  of  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree,  and  so  of  the  rest.  The  instan- 
ces of  a  well  posted  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  the  several  degrees  are  far  too  rare. 
What  is  one  of  tne  bad  results?  Only  this :  that  numbers  of  Chapters  are  absolutely 
dependent  upon  one,  two,  or  at  most  three,  persons  who  can  confer  the  degrees  of 
the  Order  in  a  creditable  manner.  "  Brethren,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  be.'^ 
Let  us  emerge  from  it.  Let  us  have  examinations  in  open  Chapter,  and  let  us 
advance  no  man  until  he  shall  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  preceding  degrees. 

The  substance  of  the  above  resolution  was  recommended  by  Grand  High  Priest 
Abill,  in  his  address  last  year;  but  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in  view  of  the 
novelty  of  the  proposition,  (that  a  candidate  for  advancement  should  know  some- 
thing of  the  preceding  degrees),  recommended  that  action  upon  it  be  deferred  until 
the  next  Annual  Convocation. 

Under  the  head  of  Louisiana,  he  quotes  the  following  from  the  address  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  :— 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  abundant  cause  for  thankfulness  and  congratu- 
lation. Peace  and  quiet,  for  the  most  part,  have  prevailed.  Financial  fluctuations 
have  been  less  embarrassing.  ♦♦♦••♦♦ 

The  political  condition  of  our  State  Is  not  such  as  we  could  desire.  Dark  shadows 
still  intercept  between  us  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  equal  rights  and  privileges,  which 
are  the  lawful  heritage  of  this  free  and  enlightened  people.  We  believe,  however, 
that  there  is  yet  a  future  for  our  beloved  State.  Our  nopes  in  this  direction,  so  often 
disappointed,  again  revive,  and  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  day  of  our 
deliverance  is  not  fsr  distant 

Upon  this  he  remarks :  — 

We  beg  to  suggest  that  the  body  of  Masonry  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
"  political  condition.*'  Y  on  might  as  well  record  a  patent  back-action  religious  revival 
by  Moody  and  Sankey,  or  other  religions  mountebanks,  as  affecting  the  condition  of 
the  Order.  If  the  sublime  and  ineffable  mysteries  of  Masonry  are  to  be  mixed  up  and 
confounded  with, or  compromised  by,  political  or  religious  revulsions,  or  other  ''con- 
ditions," we  had  better  shut  up  our  temples,  and  let  political  cheats  and  charlatans 
and  religious  demagogues  and  quacks  take  the  business  we  have  in  hand  out  of  our 
authority. 

We  confess  that  we  cannot  see  any  particular  impropriety  in  the  remarks  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  any  more  than  if  he  had  casually  alluded  to  the  condition  of  the 
crops  or  the  state  of  the  money  market.  The  *'  body  of  Masonry  "  has  nothing  to  do 
with  either;  but  they  have  much  to  do  with  the  prosperity  and  well  being  of  Maf>onry. 

The  whole  report  sparkles  and  scintillates  with  good  things,  and  we  regret  that 
we  have  no  room  for  more. 
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We  also  regret  that  Comp.  Shafpbr  is  no  longer  at  the  bead  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence ;  like  a  meteor  in  space,  he  flashed  upon  our  vision  and  as  aaddenly 
disappeared.  But,  as  loira  is  famous  for  the  ability  of  iu  reporters,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  his  place  will  be  ably  filled  by  Comp.  T.  R.  Ebcanbrack,  his  successor. 

The  Jf.*.  JS,'.  Abel  W.  Dadhbbty  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  K.-.  E.\ 
William  B.  Lahobidob  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Addreu :    Muscatine. 


The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  village  of  Marshalltown,  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  October,  1878. 

KANSAS. 

The  thirteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas  waa  held  in 
the  city  of  Topeka  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  October,  1877,— the  Jf.*.  E.\  Dwight 
Btinqton,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  JR.*.  E.'.  Ebasmus  T.  Cabb  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Twenty-three  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

From  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  "  peace, 
harmony,  and  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity  prevail  among  the  Chapters  throogbout  the 
State ;  - '  also,  that  death  has  not  invaded  their  ranks  during  the  past  year,  and  that, 
in  an  unbroken  chain,  they  were  permitted  to  clasp  hands  around  the  sacred  altar, 
and  render  thanks  to  the  Great  I  Am  for  all  his  mercies.  He  feelingly  alludes  to  the 
tragical  death  of  Comp.  Obobob  Fbank  Goulby  at  St  Louis,  and  pays  a  fraternal  and 
well  merited  tribute  to  his  memory. 

One  dispensation  had  been  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter.  But  few 
special  dispensations  were  granted  during  the  jiear,  as  the  Grand  High  Priest  says 
it  has  been  his  aim  to  discourage  as  much  as  possible  all  irregular  work. 

He  had  not  been  called  upon  to  hear  and  determine  upon  any  matter  of  grievance 
and  no  question  had  been  presented  for  his  decision  of  sufficient  importance  to  report. 
He  reports  several  of  the  Chapters  in  a  languishing  condition,  and  thinks  if  a  system 
of  visitation  could  be  inaugurated,  by  which  all  the  subordinate  Chapters  could 
receive  the  attention  of  some  of  the  Grand  Officers,  it  would  be  productive  of  much 
good. 

We  are  certain  that  if  this  expedient  is  tried,  the  prediction  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  will  be  more  than  verified.  He  reports  the  appointment  of  Representatives 
near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Alabama,  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  and  West  Virginia. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  loose  manner  in  which  many  of  the  Secretaries  of  snbor. 
dinate  Chapters  make  up  their  returns,  and  recommends  that  the  question  of  exemp- 
tion from  dues  be  definitely  settled  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

This  recommendation  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  chartered  Chapters,  but 
no  action  was  taken  upon  it. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $548. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : — 

Jiesolved,  That  the  exercise  of  any  power  or  authority  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  or 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  looking  to  the  introduction  of  other 
degrees  in  the  Chapter  work,  is  hereby  disapproved. 

B^tolved,  That  the  action  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  as  found  on  page  29,  of  the  report 
of  the  Proceedings  of  1875,  as  follows : — 

**IieMlved,  That  to  constitute  a  quorum  or  open  a  Chapter,  there  must  be  present 
nine  regular  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  that  number  must  continue  present  in  order  to 
lawfully  work  or  transact  any  business,  five  of  the  number  must  be  members  of  the 
Chapter.'^  Be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded  and  the  following  adopted  in  lieu 
thereof,  viz.: — 

Besolved,  That  for  all  purposes,  except  opening  and  closing  a  Chapter  and  con- 
ferring degrees,  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  are  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution,  Kansas  places  herself  upon  the  record 
against  the  union  of  the  Council  degrees  with  those  of  the  Chapter.  We  think  she 
will  yet  see  good  reasons  for  rescinding  her  action. 
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The  last  resolotion  is  in  accordance  with  the  raling  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
declaring  that  nine  numbera  of  the  Chapter  are  requisite  to  constitute  a  qnorum  to 
do  boFluess. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada  was  daly  recognized,  bat  no  notice  was  taken  of 
Quebec  ;  the  reasons  for  which  omission  are  not  apparent,  as  the  GrancT  High  Priest 
in  his  Address  strongly  recommended  its  recognition.  Perhaps  Comp.  Cakr  has  made 
a  mistake,  and  that  for  Nevada  we  should  read  Quebec. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  reflects  credit  upon  our  companions  o'^ 
Kansas,  and  shows  that  they  are  not  unmindful  of  faithful  services  rendered,  even 
when  the  grave  has  closed  over  the  form  of  him  who,  in  life,  was  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  and  true  to  his  trust : — 

Whereas,  Our  first  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Richard  R.  Rees, 
whose  memory  we  cherish,  served  the  Royal  Craft  in  Kansas  long  and  faithfully  in 
his  life-time ;  deserving  well  of  us  then,  it  is  meet  and  proper  that  the  Craft  of  this 
State  should  honor  his  grave  with  Rome  substantial  token  of  their  esteem,  and  thus 
more  effectuallv  perpetuate  his  memory  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Retfolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  High 
Priest,  to  act  with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  with  a  view 
to  devising  means  to  erect  a  suitable  monument  to  mark  the  last  resting  place  of  our 
dearly  beloved  companion. 

A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  prepare  a  suitable  testimonial  for  Comp. 
Christian  Bbck,  Grand  Treasurer,  for  long  and  faithful  services. 

The  Committee  on  Charity  made  the  gratifying  report  that  no  companion,  entitled 
to  assistance  from  the  Grand  Chapter,  was  in  need  of  it. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  nsual,  submitted  by  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Comp.  E.  T.  Carr,  who  briefly  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty*nine  Grand  Chap- 
ters ;  also  those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land.   California  fur  1877  is  noticed  briefly  but  kindly.    He  says  of  our  report  :— 

He  makes  a  note  of  what  we  had  to  say  on  the  Texas  practice  of  allowing  visitors 
to  vote,  but  opposes  the  practice.  Very  well,  we  will  hAve  the  satisfaction  of  hav- 
ing had  our  say.  The  seed  is  planted  and  is  taking  root.  Let  us  see  if  it  does  not 
take  root  in  California. 

No  fear  of  that  seed  ever  taking  root  in  California,  Comp.  Carr;  the  soil  is  not 
favorable  to  the  propagation  of  noxious  weeds. 

The  Jf.'.  E,\  Moses  S.  Adams  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  JR.*.  E,\ 
Erasmus  T.  Cark  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Leavenworth. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  thirtieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana  was  held  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  February,  1877.— the  M,\  E,\ 
Samuel  J.  Powell,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E,\  James  C.  Batohelor» 
M.  D.,  being  Grand  Secretary.    Twenty-six  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commences  his  Address  with  feeling  and  fraternal  notices 
of  those  who,  during  the  year,  bad  ended  life's  pilgrimage  and  carried  up  their  work 
for  inspection. 

No  questions  of  Masonic  law  of  any  importance  had  been  submitted  for  his  decis- 
ion ;  and  this  he  attributes  to  a  more  general  examination  and  study  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  Masonic  law,  and  to  a  higher  order  of  intelligence  in  the  subordinate 
officers. 

The  following  extract  accounts  for  the  non-appearance  of  the  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence :— 

On  the  29th  of  July  Comp.  C.  B.  Wheeler  tendered  me  his  resignation  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  I  accepted  his  resignation,  and 
appointed  B.',  E.\  Comp.  W.  R.  Whitaker  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  committee  failed  to  make  a  report  last  year,  which  was  deeply  regretted,  as 
well  by  the  companions  of  other  Jurisdictions  as  our  own.  In  almost  every  Report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  other  Jurisdictions  received  by  me  during  the  year 
reference  is  made  to  the  non-appearance  of  this  report,  accompanied  with  such 
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remarks  aajastify  the  conclasion  that  marked  ability  had  characterized  former  reports 
of  our  committee,  and  that  they  were  held  id  high  estimatioD  by  the  corps  of  report- 
ers. 

While  I  share  the  general  regret  that  M,\  E,*.  Gomp.  Hobnob  decliues  to  act  fur- 
ther as  chairman  of  this  committee,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  annoancing  the  appoint- 
ment of  S.*.  'E.\  Corap.  Whitakek.  whom  I  regard  as  eminently  fitted  to  succeed 
him  in  that  responsible  position.  His  ability  as  a  writer,  and  his  familiarity  with 
Masonic  law  and  usage,  will  place  him  high  in  the  rank  of  Masonic  critics  and  review- 
ers.   1  look  to  him,  with  confidence,  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  this  important  trust. 

Relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Order,  he  says  :— 

I  am  gratified  to  have  it  to  say  that  not  a  single  charge  has  been  preferred,  or 
complaint  made  during  the  year.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  entire 
jurisdiction,  and  Capitular  Masonry  is  still  in  a  prosperous  condition.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  sayin^^  that  this  prosperity  conMsts  in  accessions  to  our  numbers, 
for,  in  my  judgment,  an  increase  of  membership  is  not.  of  itself,  an  indicatiou  of 
prosperity.  On  the  contrary,  the  process  of  separating  the  sheep  from  the  goats  still 
continues,  and  many  of  the  careless  and  worthless  are  dropped  from  our  rolls ;  and 
the  same  monetary  depression,  that  has  heretofore  kept  so  many  f^om  our  doors,  still 
eziiits.  What  I  do  mean  to  say  is,  that  there  is  an  element  in  every  Chapter  whose 
sails  are  not  set  to  catch  the  popular  breeze,  but  love  the  Order  for  its  own  sake, 
with  intelligence  to  appreciate  their  high  privileges  and  responsibilities — with  zeal 
to  bear  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day — they  hold  fast  to  the  faith  of  th<^ir  fathers, 
and  maintain  the  Order  in  its  dignity  aud  usefulness. 

The  Committee  on  Finances  report  that  the  present  revenues  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter are  inadequate  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  by  which  the  revenues  will  be  increased ;  which 
recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  if.'.  E.\  Joseph  H.  DeGrakge  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  i?.*. 
K\  James  C.  Bachelob,  M.  D.,  was  re-elected  Grand  Secn'tary.  Address :  New 
Orleans. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans  ou  the 
twelfth  day  of  February,  1878. 

MAINE. 

The  fifty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Portland  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1877,— the  M,',  E.\  Henby  L.  Paine, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  JS.*.  Er,  Iba  Bebbt  being  Grand  Secretary.  Forty- 
two  subordinate  Chapters  are  borne  upon  the  registry,  and  forty  of  these  were  rep- 
resented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  alludes  to  the  destructive  fire  which  for  the 
second  time  in  ten  years  had  left  them  homeless  and  destroyed  their  fornitnre  and 
property.  He  reports  the  Craft  within  his  jurisdiction  to  be  generally  in  a  good  con- 
dition, '* Harmony  and  peace  prevail,-'  "the  working  abilities  of  the  Chapters  were 
never  greater,  ahd  a  degree  of  proficiency  and  uniformity  exists  In  ritual,  which  is  to 
be  commended." 

He  announces  the  death  of  the  venerable  Companion  Amos  NonKSB,  Past  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  who  died  at  Bath  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  1877,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-two  years,  k  brief  biographical  sketch  of  this  Father  in  Masonry  \n 
given,  and  a  fraternal  tribute  is  paid  to  his  memory.  ^ 

The  following,  upon  the  importance  of  visitations  by  Grand  Officers,  expresses  our 

views  exactly: — 

From  an  experience  of  six  years  as  a  visiting  oflicer  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  I  am 
folly  convinced  that  the  system  of  visitation  to  subordinate  Chapters  now  prescribed 
as  the  duty  of  Grand  Officers,  is  productive  of  salutary  resultt.  In  no  other  way  can 
the  vital  interests  of  our  Chapters  be  so  well  guarded  as  by  these  annual  vi-'itations 
with  their  attendant  interchange  of  civilities,  affording  an  opportunity  for  a  more  inti- 
mate acquaintance,  and  encouragement  to  a  higher  .'Standard  of  excellence  in  work. 
They  also  give  expression  to  the  interest  which  thij  Grand  Chapter  feels  for  all  its 
subordinates,  thereby  inciting  them  to  renewed  zeal,  and  often  to  a  higher  apprecia- 
tion of  their  own  labors  for  the  good  of  the  Craft. 
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The  Cirand  High  Priest  appeara  to  have  done  his  duty  faithfully  and  flrraly,  even 
when  the  discharge  of  that  duty  involved  unpleasant  measures.    He  very  justly  says  : 

Tlie  path  of  duty  is  not  always  bestrewn  with  flowers.  Official  rank,  with  all  the 
honors  it  may  confer,  at  timet*,  hardly  compensates  for  the  exercise  of  that  inflexible 
sense  of  duty  which  binds  one  to  the  strict  performance  of  the  trusts  placed  in  our 
hands. 

It  opponrs  that  information  was  given  him,  that  a  member  of  a  subordinate  Chap* 
ter  had  committed  a  flagrant  wrong  against  the  body  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  This 
be  felt  it  his  duty  to  invei^tlgate,  and  finding  the  information  fully  corroborated,  he 
consulted  with  the  High  Priest  and  some  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Chapter  to 
which  the  guilty  partj  belonged,  informing  them  thut  they  possessed  the  right  to 
dii^cipiinc  their  members,  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  act  upon  the  information  pre* 
sented,  and  purify  themselves  from  any  and  all  unworthy  membership,  quietly  hint- 
ing thut,  nnless  this  were  done,  more  summary  measures  would  be  taken  to  right  the 
wrong  and  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  insiitntion.  The  hint  was  sufficient  and  the 
dignity  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  vindicated. 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  Scribe,  and  the  various 
District  Deputies,  exhibit  a  laudable  zeal  on  the  part  of  those  officers  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  fully  demonstrate  the  importance  of  the  system  of  visitations. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  states  that,  in  the  fire  which  destroyed  the 
Masonic  Halls  on  the  night  of  December  22d,  most  of  the  regalia  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter wns  consumed.  ••  The  Grand  High  Priest's  breast-plate  and  chain,  three  jewels, 
three  velvet  collars,  and  four  aprons  were  in  the  bands  of  the  visiting  Grand  Officers, 
and  so  escaped.'* 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  records 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  saved  in  good  order,  and  that  no  important  papers  were 
destroyed. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  facile  pen  of  Comp.  Jobtah  H. 
Drummond,  and  is  a  clear,  comprehensive,  and  valuable  review  of  the  transactions  of 
forty-seven  Grand  Rodies,  including  the  (irand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Ireland,  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  (Jnited  States. 

Four  pages  are  devoted  to  California  for  1877.  He  quotes  largely  from  our  report 
of  that  year,  and,  as  he  does  not  dissent  from  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  extract », 
we  take  it  for  granted  that  he  concurs  in  the  views  therein  set  forth.  Upon  the  sub- 
ject of  temperance,  he  comes  out  flat-footed,  and  unequivocally  sustains  our  position. 
He  quotes  our  remarks  in  answer  to  Comp.  Piekson  of  Minnesota,  upon  which  he 
comments  as  follows  : — 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  question  involved  is  a  very  simple  one,  and  we  fear  that 
some  of  our  companions  have  had  their  judgments  biased  by  their  views  of  the  meth- 
ods of  action  outside  of  our  Order.  To  none  of  these  would  any  of  us  commit 
Masonry.  If  temperance  is  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues  of  Masonry,  the  intemperate 
Mason  violate.<4  his  obligations,  and  he  should  be  reasoned  with  and  exhorted  both  in 
and  out  of  the  Lodge,  and,  if  he  will  nut  reform,  he  should  be  disciplined.  Masonry 
does  not  directly  teach  total  abstinence,  but  it  insists  that  If  a  man  csnuot  be  temper- 
ate without  wholly  abstaining,  (as  we  know  is  the  case  with  many),  he  is  bound  to 
abstain  wholly.  The  use  of  wines  and  stimulants  at  banquets  is  not  unmasonic,  but, 
as  experience  shows,  that  if  they  are  used  on  such  occasions,  they  will  be  abused  by 
some,  (weak  brethren,  it  may  be)  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  forego  our  own  indulgence 
for  the  sake  of  preventing  others  from  violating  their  obligations,  ^e  should  not 
forget  that  some  brethren  are  so  constituted  that  they  enjoy  social  occasions  with  n 
zest  that  makes  them  careless,  and  they  indulge  to  a  degree  that  colder  blooded 
men,  whose  impulses  never  make  them  forget  their  self-command  and  self-possession, 
can  scarcely  understand.  But  intemperance  does  prevail  to  a  confessedly  alarming 
degree  among  Masons,  and  some,  too,  have  held  high  positions;  and  we  regret 
exceedingly  iliat  any  writers  are  found  who  really  encourage  the  evil  by  claiming 
that  wc.  as' Masons,  cannot  do  anything  to  repreiis  it;  and  we  repeat  that  their  views 
in  relation  to  the  methods  zealous  reformers  would.have  employed,  have  blinded 
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their  eyes  to  the  position  which  liasons  should  occapy,  and  to  the  methods  which 
Masons  shoald  ase  in  dealing  with  this  subject. 

In  reviewing  the  report  of  Comp.  Pillans,  of  Alabama,  he  says  :— 

He  sn^gestfl,  that  in  our  reply  to  Comp.  Wigoin's  remarks  about  the  "  right 
bower,*'  &c.,  we  show  a  "  desire  to  seem  innocent  .of  all  devilish  knowledge,  as  is 
alluded  to  in  it."  Wiggin  does  not  seem  to  think  so,  for  he  also  recommends  *'  Hoyle.'* 
We  nre  afraid  we  have  been  mixing  in  things  we  "  did  not  understand,"  and  we  are 
tempted  to  seek  "  the  almost  undecipherable  chirography  of  the  inimitable  Thomas 
J.  Corson  "  (as  Comp.  Pillans  has  it),  to  "  rise  and  explain." 

We  have  no  doubt,  if  Comp.  Dkummond  would  apply  to  Corson  for  an  explanation, 
he  would  produce  a  volume  o^  fifty-two  pages,  and  furnish  a  microscope  which  would 
enable  Dbummond  to  ftee  the  blind  and  perhaps  gu  several  better. 

Under  the  head  of  Canada,  in  reply  to  Comp.  Henry  Robertson,  he  concurs  in  our 
oft-expressed  views  relative  to  the  effect  of  suspension  by  a  Lodge,  upon  the  stand- 
ing of  a  member  of  a  Chapter.    Upon  this  question  Comp.  Drummond  says : — 

We  are  surprised  to  find  that  he  agrees  with  Comp.  Gossip,  of  Nova  Scotia,  that 
suspension  or  expulsion  by  a  Bine  Lodge  does  not  necessarily  carry  the  same  result 
in  the  Chapter.  We  desire  to  ask  Comp.  R.  if  a  person  whai^  not  a  Master  Mason 
can  be  a  Uoyal  Arch  Mason.  A  person  suspended  from  all  his  Masonic  rights,  is  not, 
during  bis  suspension,  and  one  expelled  is  not  in  any  sense,  a  Master  Mason  ;  how, 
then,  can  he  be  a  Hoyal  Arch  Mason?  It  seems  to  us  that  the  second  or  higher  story 
of  a  house  can  stand  in  its  place  after  the  first  story  has  been  taken  away  fi  om  under 
it,  as  well  as  a  man  can  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  after  he  has  ceased  to  be  a  Master 
Mason. 

Again,  on  the  same  subject,  under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  says:  — 

He  holds  that  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  in  the  Lodge,  does  not  alTect 
one's  standing  in  the  Chapter.  That  depends  on  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The 
status  of  a  Master  Mason  is  flxed  by  the  laws  of  his  (irand  Lodge,  and  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it,  and  can  do  nothing  with  it.  The  Royal  Arch  Ma^on  must  be  a  Mas- 
ter Mason  ;  and  if,  for  any  cause,  he  ceases  to  be,  permanently  or  for  the  time  being, 
a  Master  Mason  under  the  law  of  his  Grand  Lodge,  he  ceases  to  be  a  Roval  Arch 
Mason ;  if,  therefore,  under  the  laws  of  his  Grand  Ludge,  a  Mason,  suspended  for  non* 
payment  of  dues,  is  suspended  from  all  his  Masonic  rights,  he  is  also  suspended  as  a 
Koyal  Arch  Mason.  A  Grand  Lodge  may  make  any  act  or  omission  a  cause  of  expul- 
sion even,  and  the  Chapter  cannot  reverse  or  overrule  its  action. 

We  think  Comp.  Drummokd's  ideas  are  sound  upon  this  question  and  cannot  be  sue 
cessfully  controverted. 

In  commenting  upon  the  report  of  Comp.  James  Gossip,  of  Nova  Scotia,  he  says:— 

In  reply  to  our  question  whether  he,  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  would  hold  Masonic 
intercourse  with  a  man  whom  he  could  not  recognize  as  a  Master  Mason,  he  says  he 
would  not  scruple  to  associate  Masonically  with  a  Master  Mason  *'  unjustly  convicted 
by  his  Lodge."  This  is  "getting  out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire  ;"  for,  if  it  mean 
anything,  it  means  that  he  would  set  up  his  own  opinion  as  superior  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Lodge,  a  propo<^ition  so  absurd  that  it  needs  only  to  be  stated  to  show  that  it 
is  utterly  untenable.  Unless  we  "submit  to  the  awards  of  the  brethren,"  "confusion 
worse  confounded"  would  be  the  result.  But  we  will  add  that  when  a  Mason  is 
expelled  by  his  Lodge,  and  his  expulsion  is  confirmed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  does 
not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  any  man  or  body  of  men  in  the  world  to  say  that  the  convic- 
tion is  unjust.  He  is  no  longer  a  Master  Mason,  nor  anything  else  that  involves  the 
necessity  of  being  a  Master  Mason.  Now,  if  Comp.  Gossip  can  show  that  a  man  can 
be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  wilkotU  being  a  Master  Mason,  he  can  sustain  his  views,  other- 
wise he  cannot. 

With  regard  to  the  right  of  objection  after  ballot  and  election, —  a  question  which 
has  been  considerably  agitated  of  late— under  the  head  of  New  York,  we  find  the 
following,  which  meets  our  entire  concurrence : — 

Quoting  from  our  former  report,  our  denial  that  there  is  any  law  limiting  the  right 
of  objection  after  election,  to  companions  who  were  not  present,  unless  the  objector 
will  state  that  his  objections  have  been  discovered  since  the  election,  he  says: — 

"  With  all  due  respect  to  the  opinion  of  the  learned  and  distinguished  companion, 
we  see  no  reason  to  change  our  views.  The  companion  who  was  present  and  voted 
for  a  candidate,  after  fall  inquiry,  is  foreclosed  from  objection  thereafter,  unless 
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upon  new  matter ;  and  the  circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed  imposes  npon  him 
the  statement  of  his  reasons,  etc.,  while  the  absent  companion,  not  having  exercised 
or  exhausted  his  right  of  objection  or  ballot,  may,  wllhout  question,  insist  npon  its 
exercise.  There  must  be  a  limit  somewhere  to  the  right  of  objection.  When  it 
comes  down  to  mere  captionsnesa,  or  is  the  offspring  of  spite  or  passion,  it  ceases  to 
be  a  Masonic  privilege,  and  becomes  an  unmaaonic  action.  We  know  it  is  di£5cult 
to  6x  exactly  the  limit;  yet  there  must  be  a  limit,  and  we  think  the  proper  one  is, 
that  once  having  exercised  the  high  prerogative  there  the  matter  ends,  and  satis- 
ifactory  explanation  must  be  given  for  its  further  exercise.'* 

There  is  no  authority  for  this  limitation,  and,  to  our  mind,  it  destroys  the  funda- 
mental principle  on  which  the  right  of  objection  rests.  The  objection,  like  the 
adverse  oallot.  is  left  to  the  conscience  of  each  brother,  and  both  are  rights  which 
he  can  exercise  without  challenge.  In  reply  to  Comp.  Corson,  Comp.  Ooden  well 
»ays,  that  a  lawyer  or  physician  cannot  say  to  his  Chapter,  I  object  for  reasons 
which  have  become  known  to  me  professionally  and  which  I  cannot  give  ;  because 
that  would  be  equally  in  violation  of  his  professional  dutv  as  if  he  gave  the  reasons 
and  revealed  secrets  entrusted  to  him  in  his  professional  capacity.  No  honorable 
man,  as  Comp.  Oodrn  well  says,  could  make  such  a  statement.  But  a  statement 
that  the  reasons  had  come  to  his  knowledge  since  the  election  of  the  candidate, 
would  often  be  to  say,  in  another  form,  tliat  they  came  to  him  in  his  professional 
capacity.  The  whole  argument  for  this  limitation,  and  in  fact  against  the  right  of 
objection,  is  found  in  what  Comp.  0.  says  about  "  captiousness"  and  "spite  or 
passion.''  He  and  the  objectors  assume  that  the  right  of  objection  will  be  exercised 
from  unmasonic  or  unworthy  motives.  This  assumption  is  entirely  contrary  to  the 
principles  by  which  the  admission  of  new  members  is  regulated.  These  piinciples 
presume  that  in  balloting  and  objecting  every  Mason  acts  conscientiously,  and  they 
do  not  admit  any  exception  to  that  presumption ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  most  hein- 
ous offense  to  attempt  to  discover  by  whom,  or  for  what  reason,  any  candidate,  how- 
ever worthy,  was  rejected.  The  moment  we  take  away  the  absolute  right  and  power 
of  a  Mason  to  prevent  the  admission  of  one  whom  he  deems  unworthy,  we  condemn 
our  system  of  the  secret  ballot  as  wrong  and  unmasonic  ;  and  we  have  heard  the 
taking  of  a  ballot  at  an  earlier  hour  than  usual,  to  prevent  a  member's  voting,  justi- 
fied by  the  argument  that  such  a  member  would  have  rejected  the  candidate  from 
*'  captiocisneBH."  or  "  spite,"  or  "  passion ;" — a  proceeding  utterly  unmasonic,  and  a 
deciKion.  in  respect  to  the  members  motives,  that  no  one  in  the  world  had  a  right  to 
make ;  and  yet,  the  argument  in  principle  is  precisely  the  same  as  is  used  by  the 
opponents  to  the  unrestricted  right  of  objection. 

Again,  under  tb«  head  of  New  Jersey,  he  completely  takes  the  wind  out  of  Cor- 
80M*s  flails  in  tlie  following : — 

We  see  Comp.  Corson  feels  driven  to  use  tke  argument  that  the  right  of  objection 
to  an  elected  candidate  gives  the  power  to  any  member,  "no  matter  how  unworthy 
that  member  may  be.'^  to  stop  the  candidate;  and  as  we  confessedly  have  unworthy 
members,  no  member  should  have  such  a  right  of  objection.  His  argument  proves 
too  much,  if  it  proves  anything;  for  that  very  *'  unworthy  member  '*  may,  when  the 
ballot  is  spread,  reject  the  most  worthy  candidate,  against  the  wislies  of  every  other 
member  of  the  Lodge  ;  therefore  a  unanimous  ballot  should  not  be  required.  And 
we  find  that  a  change  in  this  rule  has  also  been  advocated  by  some,  who  have  been 
led  thereto  by  this  very  argument  against  the  right  of  objection.  * 

Assuming  that  tiie  acceptance  of  a  candidate  is  the  making  of  "  a  solemn  promise, 
ft  formal  agreement,  a  deliberate  covenant'^  with  him,  he  denounces  lustily  the 
breaking  of  this  promise.  But  fthe  trouble  is  that  the  acceptance  of  a  candidate 
basnet  the  first  element  of  a  contract  about  it,  and  hence  all  his  argument,  that  we 
must  not "  do  evil  that  good  may  come,"  has  no  support,  and  falls  to  the  ground. 

We  said  last  year  that  tf  in  New  Jersey  they  do  make  a  contract  with  trie  candi- 
date, his  claim  is  right  Upon  this  he  says :  "  Companion  D.  acknowledges  that,  with 
the  form  of  application  used  in  New  Jersey— which  is  to  receive  the  degrees  and 
become  a  member,  if  found  worthy— we  are  righti "  Isn't  this  an  inference  with  a 
vengeance?  We  don't  acknowledge  any  such  thing,  and  never  did;  on  the  con- 
trary, from  what  he  says  of  the  manner  of  proceeding  in  New  Jersey,  we  see  that 
our  "  if"  was  well  put,  and  that  they  do  not  make  any  such  contract.  "  If  found 
worthy"  is  in  the  application.  He  is  to  be  found  worthy  by  every  member  of  the 
Chapter,  and  if  one  member  does  not  find  him  worthy  he  cannot  be  admitted.  Noth- 
ing is  said  about  being  '*  elected  ;"  not  a  word  that  if  he  receives  a  clear  ballot  he 
shall  be  initiated ;  but  he  is  to  be  "  found  worthy,"  and  if  a  member  finds  him  not 
**  worthy^  he  votes  against  him,  or,  if  the  vote  has  been  taken,  he  objects  to  him, 
and  excludes  him. 

There  is  so  much  valuable  information,  sound  argument,  and  lucid  interpretation 
of  Masonic  law  contained  in  thia  excellent  report,  that  we  feel  exceeding  reluctant 
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to  leave! ( ,  and  we  sincerely  wish  that  all  onr  companions  enjoyed  the  privilege,  with 
us,  of  reading  it  entire,  for  there  is  food  for  the  mind  of  the  intelligent  Mason  in  every 
page.  Comp.  Drummund  has  devoted  mnch  time  to  the  study  of  the  histor}'  of 
Masonry  and  its  jurisprudence  ;  and,  if  anything  would  induce  us  to  "go  back  "  on 
onr  own  opinions  upon  these  subjects,  it  wonid  be  the  knowledge  that  Josiau 
thought  differently.  The  following  table  of  statistics,  copied  from  Comp.  DRru- 
mond's  report,  gives  a  clear  idea  of  the  status  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters : — 
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Iowa 
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Mississippi, 

Missouri, 

Nebraska, 
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New  Jersey,. 
New  York,. .. 
North  Carolina,. 
Nova  Ucotia, . . 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. 
Rhode*  Island,, 
South  Carolina,, 

Tennessee, 

Texas, 

Vermont, 

Virginia 

"West  Virginia,. 
Wiscouhiu , 


21  HI  2036 


134.825  W59  1644  .30351 


*  Including  suspensions  for  unmasonic  conduct    t  Same  as  last  year. 

Comparing  with  last  year,  the  number  of  Chapters  has  increased  15 ;  the  number 
making  returns,  38  ;  the  membership,  2402  ;  the  suspensinns,  17  ;  Ruspen.^ions  for  non- 
payment of  dues.  110:  the  exaltations  have  decreased  1256:  the  'restoration^*,  456; 
the  dimissions,  183  ;  the  expulsions,  6 ;  and  the  deaths,  65.    The  reported  member- 
Bhip  in  fifteen  Grand  Chapters  has  actually  decreased. 
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We  doabt  if  tlie  tide  has  yet  fally  ebbed  ;  we  shall  not  hn  disappointed  if  the  statis- 
tics for  next  jear  f^how  an  actoal  decrease  in  the  aggregate  membership.  Bat  we 
regret  to  notice  a  falling  off  in  the  interest  of  members  as  the  work  falls  off';  and  we 
fear  that  the  unprecedented  prevalence  of  peace  and  harmony  reported,  is,  in  some 
degree,  the  qaiet  of  stagnation. 

The  M,'.  E.\  Arlington  B,  Makston  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
R.\  E.'.  Ik4  Bebhy  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Portland. 

The  next  Annnal  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Portland  on  the  seventh 
day  of  May,  1878. 

MARYLAND. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  assembled  in  Annnal  Convocation  in  th&  city  of 
Baltimore  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  1877,— the  3/.*.  E.'.  Cbarles  F.  Aohey, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  J?.'.  E,-.  William  A.  Wintz  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Eleven  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  as  is  the  case,  alas !  too  often,  commences  his  address  by 
announcing  the  death  of  a  beloved  companion,  in  this  case  the  Grand  Treasurer. 
Comp.  Frederick  Woodworth,  who,  after  many  years  of  active  service  in  the  Chap" 
ter,  carried  up  his  work  for  inspection  by  the  Great  Overseer,  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  1877.  A  mourning  page  is  inscribed  to  his  memory.  Mourning  pages  are 
also  set  apart  to  the  memory  of  Companions  John  Dove,  of  Virginia,  and  Georgb 
Frank  Goulet,  of  Missouri. 

All  the  Chapters  in  the  jnrisdiction,  with  one  exception,  had  been  visited  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest  or  some  other  Grand  Officer,  and  all,  with  one  exception,  were 
enjoying  an  average  degree  of  prosperity.  Of  the  exception  noted,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  says,  the  circumstances  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  cause  grave  fears  for  ite 
future  nsefulness.  "  Although  possessed  of  a  full  treasury,  and  having  a  membership 
second  to  none  in  point  of  intelligence,  there  is  a  total  want  of  interest,  an  apathy 
which  deadens  all  hope  for  the  future." 

It  appears  that  our  Maryland  companions  have  adopted  the  regulation  suggested 
by  Comp.  Abell  in  his  Annual  Address  last  year  ;  as  the  Grand  High  Priest  says : — 

My  first  official  act  was  to  enforce  more  fully  the  standing  resolution  of  1857, 
requiring  candidates  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  preceding  degrees 
before  exaltation  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  The  difficulties  at  first  existing  have 
been  in  a  great  measure  removed,  and  my  efforts  having  been  seconded  by  those  of 
the  High  Priests  of  the  tieveral  Chapters,  the  regulation  is  now  well  enforced,  and 
fully  proves  the  wisdom  of  its  originators.  If  it  shall  continue  to  be  observed,  the 
result  will  be  to  make  Royal  Arch  Masons  have  a  more  general  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  beautiful  lessuns*taught  in  our  ritual. 

We  hope  our  next  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  will  ignore  the  novelty  of  the 
proposition,  and  recommend  its  adoption. 

He  had  arrested  the  charter  of  one  of  the  subordinate  Chapters,  it  having  failed 
to  make  returns  for  three  successive  years.  He  very  proper4y  decided  that  a  subor- 
dinate Chapter  of  another  jurisdiction  should  not  bold  official  communication  with  a 
subordinate  Chapter  of  his  jurisdiction,  upon  a  matter  touching  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  except  through  the  respective  Grand  High  Priests. 

Maryland  formerly  conferred  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  the  Chap  • 
ter,  and  upon  this  subject  he  says  :— 

At  the  last  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  many  of  its  members  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  surrender  of  the  Cryptic  degrees  had  proved  a  blunder,  and  no 
doubt  it  is  the  desire  of  some  that  tho.se  degrees  should  be  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Chapter.  While  fully  recognizing  their  importance,  and  wilhng  to  aid  in 
placing  them  on  a  firm  and  substantial  basis,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  not  within  Ibe 
province  of  this  Grand  Body  to  legistate  on  the  subject  It  has  surrendered  what* 
ever  right  it  had  to  the  degrees,  and  actually  abandoned  them  ;  and  Councils  have 
been  formed  and  a  Grand  Council  instituted,  which  has  been  recognized  by  similar 
Grand  Councils,  and  is  sovereign  within  its  sphere.  In  m^  opinion  it  would  be  an 
interference  with  established  rights,  to  legislate  on  the  subject.    It  ^^«.^\^  v^  \sv^  >^v'(^x. 
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we  mast  at  least  wait  until  overtores  shall  be  made  by  the  Grand  Coancil  to  this 
Grand  Body,  before  we  can,  with  propriety,  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Qnebec  was  dniy  recognized. 
The  following  preamble  and  resolntion  were  adopted  :— 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Grand  Chapter  that  there  has 
recently  been  discovered  among  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  original  record-book  of  a  Royal  Arch  Encampment  held  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  the  year  1795  to  1799,  which  establishes  toe  date  of  the  original 
organization  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  which  is  the  only  evidence  of  that  fact 
known  to  this  Grand  Chapter ;  and  having  full  confidence  in  the  generosity  of  oar 
companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia— therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  solicit  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  presentation  of  the  above  mentioned  record-book  to  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

Another  first-rate  Report  on  Correspondence  greets  us  from  the  pen  of  Comp. 
Edward  T.  Scuultz,  covering  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  pages  of  the  Annual. 
Long  as  it  is,  it  i^  at  no  point  lacking  in  interest,  and  we  have  perused  it  from  Alpha 
to  Omega.  We  commenced  it  with  our  post  prandial  cigar,  and  now,  as  the  hands 
of  our  chronometer  point  to  3:30  A.M.,  and  the  melodious  voice  of  the  Shanghai  in 
our  back  yard  admonishes  as  of  approaching  dawn,  and  the  necessity  of  brief  repose 
before  commencing  the  active  labors  of  the  day,  we  have  arrived  at  "  conclusion," 
and,  with  a  sigh 'of  regret  that  there  is  no  more,  we  place  ourself  between  the  sheets 
to  dream  of  Masonic  heresies,  ancient  landmarks,  ditto  regulations,  etc.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  thirty-eight  Grand  Chapters,  together  with  those  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  are  carefully  and  ably  reviewed.  Cali- 
fornia, for  1877,  receives  a  large  share  of  his  attention.  He  says  the  address  of  Comp. 
Abbll  is  a  brief  but  well  prepared  paper,  and  quotes  approvingly  from  it 

He  speaks  of  our  report  of  that  year  as  an  "able  and  interesting  one,'^  which 
compliment  we  appreciate ;  but  he  pitches  into  us  with  a  perfect  looseness,  with 
regard  to  certain  heresies  to  which  he  says  we  give  utterance. 

Relative  to  the  question  of  a  brother  serving  as  Master  who  had  not  previously 
served  as  a  Warden,  he  says : — 

We  would  be  sorry  indeed  to  believe  *<  that  many  of  the  Ancient  Regulations  are 
not  now  in  force,"  or  *'  that  in  many  jurisdictions  in  this  country  this  particular 
'ancient*  is  ignored."  Should  the  "landmarks  and  ancient  regulations"  unfortu- 
nately become  generally  so,  Masonry  will  have  no  charms  for  us.  We  are  really  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  even  one  jurisdiction  permits  so  flagrant  an  innovation.  We 
doubt  much  whether  Comp.  Wioqin  can  name  another  in  the  United  States  which 
does. 

We  do  not  propose  to  spend  much  time  in  arguing  this  matter,  as  we  cannot  name 
at  present,  with  positive  certainty,  any  other  jurisdiction  where  so  "  flagrant  an  inno- 
vation is  allowed  ;  "  but  we  will  call  upon  our  brother  reporters  throughout  the  land 
to  speak  for  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  let  us  see  in  how  many  it  is  now 
allowable  to  elect  a  Master  from  the  floor  of  the  Lodge. 

Comp.  ScHULTZ  says  he  should  be  sorry  to  believe  that "  many  of  the  ancient  reg- 
ulations are  not  now  in  force,"  yet  it  is  only  necessary  for  us  to  refer  him  to  the 
ancient  regulations,  as  laid  down  by  Dr.  Anderson  in  his  "  Constitutions.  History, 
Charges,  Regulations,  &c.."— a  copy  of  which,  in  all  its  quaint  old  type  and  phrase- 
ology, is  now  before  us— to  convince  him  that  not  many  of  these  regulations  are  now 
in  force  in  this  or  any  other  jurisdiction.  The  '^Ancient  Landmarks  of  Masonry."  as 
defined  by  Mackey  to  be  the  '* unijiersal  Zan^rtki^e,"  and  the  ^^unvoer.ai  laws  of 
Masonry,  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  designate  our  inheritance  as  the  sons  of 
light,*'  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  change  ;  but  the  "  local 
ceremonies,  laws,  and  usages,  which  vary  in  different  countries,"  are  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  regulations  of  the  various  Grand  Bodies  having  jurisdiction  over  them. 

Again  Comp.  Scuultz  says: — 
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He  believes  actual  Past  Masters  should  have  the  degree  ,reconferred  in  the  Chap* 
ter.    Wrong  again,  Comp.  WiooiN.  ' 

We  may  be  wrong,  and,  if  so,  we  would  be  glad  to  be  set  right;  but  we  venture 
the  assertion  that  a  large  majority  of  Masonic  writers  will  agree  with  us  in  this  mat- 
ter. The  degrees  of  virtual  and  actual  Past  Master  are  entirely  distinct,  and  should 
remain  so. 

Upon  the  question — Can  an  installed  ofhcer  resign?  he  quotes  our  remarks  under 
the  head  of  Iowa,  where  the  Grand  High  Priest  decided  that  an  installed  officer 
could,  under  certain  circumstances,  resign,  but  whose  decision  was  reversed  by  the 
Grand  Chapter— and  goes  for  our  scalp  like  a  genuine  Modoc.    Hear  him  :— 

We  do  not  wonder  that  the  "  Ancient  Landmarks  were  thrown  at  him  wilh  such 
perfect  looseness.^^  For  the  heresies  he  utters  here  and  elsewhere  in  his  report,  and 
for  the  disregard  he  appears  to  have  for  things  that  we  were  taught  to  regard  almost 
sacred,  we  hope  the  landmarks  will  be  continued  "  tfirown,"  yea  *'  showered  "  at  him, 
not  ••  loosely, ^^  but  with  telling  effect. 

We  can  stand  the  shower,  for  we  are  not  alone  in  our  opinion,  and  shelter  ourselves 
beneath  the  protecting  umbrella  of  common  sense. 

Again  he  trains  his  artillery  upon  us,  in  the  following : — 

He  still  contends  that  Chapters  under  dispensation  should  have  all  the  powers  and 
privileges  of  chartered,  bodies,  except  the  right  to  elect  its  officers  and  to  represen- 
tation in  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  says  the  General  Grand  Chapter  so  decided  at  the 
last  triennial,  (1874).  We  are  aware  of  that  fact ;  but  in  all  the  discussions  upon  these 
mooted  points  it  is  not  we  opine  so  much  to  find  out  what  legislation  such  and  such 
bodies  may  have  made  on  any  particular  subject,  but  rather  to  inquire  if  such  legis- 
lation  is  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  regulations  or  usages  of  the  Craft.  It  seems 
to  us  that  this  is  the  primary  object  of  all  such  discussions.  We  have  the  greatest 
respect  for  the  two  General  Grand  Bodies  in  this  country,  but  we  think  there  tire  few 
intelligent  Masons  who  can  approve  all  the  laws  or  regulations  on  their  statute  books. 

We  submit  that  this  is  rather  a  diminutive  hole  to  crawl  out  of.  Does  Comp. 
ScHULTZ  have  the  hardihood  to  place  his  individual  opinion  against  the  concentrated 
wisdom  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter?  This  would  be  rank  heresy,  and  if  we  could 
lay  hold  of  an  ancient  landmark,  we  would  shower  it  upon  his  devoted  head. 

When  it  was  decided  by  a  General  Grand  High  Priest,  some  six  years  since,  that 
a  Chapter  under  dispensation  had  no  power  to  discipline  an  unworthy  member,  we 
did  not  dispute  the  legality  of  the  decision,  but  we  attacked  the  theory  with  such 
force  of  argument  as  we  were  capable  of,  and  the  question  was  taken  up  by  other 
reporters,  and  the  discussion  thus  evoked  has  had  the  good  effect  to  remove  one 
absurd  regulation  from  the  statute  book  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Comp.  ScuuLTZ  again  pays  us  a  delicate  compliment  in  the  following,  for  which 
we  make  our  lowest  salaam  : — 

We  had  marked  much  more  to  notice  in  this  admirable  report,  but  we  can  dwell 
no  louflcer.  Companion  Wiooin  is  a  very  pleasing  as  well  as  forcible  writer,  but  we 
regret  he  is  »o  wrong  headed  as  to  differ  with  us  on  so  many  points.  We  will  be 
patient,  however,  and  trust  that  time,  which  works  wonders,  will  show  him  the  error 
of  his  ways. 

We  cordially  reciprocate.    Comp.  Schultz,  you're  another. 

Under  the  head  of  Canada,  upon  the  question  of  visitors  voting,  he  says  :— 

We  would  ask  Companion  Robbrtson— Is  it  not  possible  that  a  visitor  might  know 
a  candidate  better  than  any  member?  We  could  tell  of  a  recent  case  in  this  juris- 
diction when  the  interests  of  the  Fraternity  really  demanded  that  visitors  should 
have  had  the  privilege  of  voting.  A  candidate  was  elected  in  a  Lodge;  (six  mem- 
bers only  present;)  a  number  of  visitors  who  were  present  would  have  used  the 
black  ball  nad  the  opportunity  been  given  them,  and  with  great  propriety. 

In  such  a  case  we  would  say  that  a  visitor,  knowing  the  candidate  to  be  an 
unworthy  man,  does  not  do  his  duty  as  a  Mason  if  he  does  not  inform  the  Master,  or 
some  member  of  the  Lodge,  of  the  fact. 

Under  the  head  of  Illinois,  he  raises  this  question :— 
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Can  a  member  of  the  GrAnd  Council  open  a  regalar  chartered  Chapter  for  the 
transaction  of  the  regular  business,  in  the  absence  of  the  High  Priest,  King.  anJ 
Scribe  ? 

Our  opinion  is,  he  cannot 

The  same  question  arose  here  a  few  months  pince,  in  another  department  of 
Masonry,  of  which  the  writer  is  the  oflScial  head.  We  decided  we  could  not.  in  the 
absence  of  llie  first  three  officers,  open  and  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  a  sub- 
ordinate bod}'.  Some  very  intelligent  brethren  here  differ  with  us,  and  we  should 
very  mnch  like  to  have  the  views  of  the  corps  opon  the  question. 

In  onr  humble  opinion,  no  subordinate  Masonic  body  can  be  legally  opened  unless 
one  of  its  three  principal  officers  is  present;  such,  however,  was  not  the  ancient  Reg- 
ulation. Comp.  SCHULTZ. 

With  reference  to  incorporating  the  Council  degrees  into  the  Chapter  scries,  he 
says : — 

We  think  the  mistake  made  by  the^-e  Grand  Bodies,  was  in  asking  nt  this  time  the 
incorporation  of  the  Council  degrees  into  the  Chapter  series,  for  so  long  as  there  are 
Grand  Councils  in  existence,  it  would  not  perhaps  be  proper  for  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  to  do  so ;  but  we  think  the  matter  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  each  jurisdic- 
tion— wherever  a  (irand  Conncil  is  willing  to  surrender  the  control  of  the  degrees, 
any  Chapter  under  the  jurisdiction  can  take  charge  of  them,  not  to  confer  iheni  as 
Chapter  degrees,  but  to  organize  an  occasional  Council  and  to  confer  or  communicnte 
them  as  side  degrees,  in  which  character  only  were  they  formerly  regarded.  The 
following  jurisdictions  now  confer  them  in  this  manner,  (whicli  is  the  same  as  prac- 
ticed here  previous  to  1672) :  Texas.  Virginia.  West  Virginia^  MissisMppi,  and  we 
think  Florida  also  ;  whilst  California,  Oregon,  I)  strict  of  Columbia,  Nevada,  Tennes- 
see, and  North  Carolina,  have  taken  action  looking  to  the  same  end.  We  trust  this 
jurisdiction,  as  well  as  others,  will  follow  the  pxaniple  of  the  above,  and  at  the  next 
Triennial  Cnnv'  cation,  all  the  various  jurisdictions  may  agree  to  the  transfer,  or  at 
least  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  will  sanction  their  being  conferred  as  ^ide 
degrees,  so  that  hereafter  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  may  have  imparted  to  him  all  the 
information  pertaining  to  that  degree,  without  the  necessity  of  applying  to  another 
body  for  what  he  has  already  paid  for.  For  we  hold  that  it  would  be  equally  a.s 
unjust  to  eliminate  the  second  section  of  the  third  degree,  and  to  impart  it  to  Master 
Masons  only,  upon  payment  of  an  additional  fee,  as  it  is  to  charge  Itoyal  Arch 
Masons  for  the  information  containad  in  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees. 

We  would  be  glad  to  follow  Comp.  ^^chcltz  further  in  his  really  able  and  interest- 
ing report;  but  the  printer*!)  demon  calls  **time,"  and  *'  needs  must  when  the  devil 
drives."  We  metaphorically  shake  hands  with  you  across  the  continent,  Comp. 
ScHULTZ,  and  hope  to  have  another  bout  with  you  next  year. 

The  JV/.-.  jfcV.  John  S.  Tyson  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  Jl.-,  E.'. 
William  A.  Wentz  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:   Baltimore. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  I2th 

day  of  November,  1878. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  usual  number  of  Quarterly  and  Special  Convocations  were  held  during  the 
year,  but  no  business  of  general  interest  was  transacted. 

The  Annnal  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Boston  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
December,  1876,— the  3f/.  E,',  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding, 
the  K\  E.-.  Z.  H.  Thomas,  Jr.,  being  Grand  Secretary.  Sixty-two  subordinate 
Chapters  were  represented. 

At  the  morning  session,  the  work  in  the  several  degrees  was  exemplified  by  the 
Grand  Lecturers  and  their  assistants.  The  following  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  was  laid  over  until  the  next  Quarterly  Convocation  : — 

No  candidate  shall  be  exalted  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  any  Chapter 
in  thi-*  jurisdiction,  for  a  less  sum  than  twenty  five  dollars,  which  shall  be  paid  before 
a  ballot  U  taken  ;  or  which  may  be  apportioned  to  the  several  degrees,  and  when 
apportioned,  said  fee  shall  be  prepaid  as  follows  :  for  the  Degree  of  Mark  Master, 
ten  dollars,  which  shall  be  paid  before  the  candidate  is  balloted  for  :  fiivc  dollars  for 
the  de?ree  of  Past  Master;  five  dollars  for  the  degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master,  and 
the  balance  for  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason ;  and  no  note  of  hand  shall  be 
taken  by  any  Chapter  for  the  tees,  or  any  part  of  the  fees,  due  on  the  exaltation  or 
advancement  of  any  candidate. 
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In  California,  we  require  the  whole  fee  to  be  paid  before  the  petition  is  received, 
winch  obviates  all  subsequent  complications.  The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
is  an  able  and  woli  prepared  paper,  giving  a  clear  account  of  his  official  acts,  and 
making  such  suggestions  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft,  as  he  deemed  expedient.  Rela- 
tive to  the  general  condition  of  Roj'al  Arch  Masonry  witltin  that  jurisdiction,  he 
gays  :— 

The  general  condition  of  the  several  subordinate  Chapters  is  good.  Quite  aa 
much  work  has  been  done  during  the  year,  as  could  have  been  expected,  end  though 
the  general  bu«inesH  depression  has  necessarily  checked  the  number  of  candidates 
seeking  admission,  yet  peace  and  harmony  so  completely  prevail,  as.  to  beget  that 
more  subst^mtial  pro-perity,  which  arises  from  a  determination  to  protect  and  sup- 
port the  institution,  rather  than  from  the  less  certain,  begotten  by  a  curiosity  to 
embrace  it.  ' 

He  very  properly  suggests  that  all  knowledge  is  not  contained  even  in  a  perfect 
ritual,  and  that  all  the  Masonic  periodicals,  heretofore  published  in  Mas^sachusetts, 
having  died  out.  they  should  patronize  some  Masonic  paper  from  another  State.  Ho 
instances  as  the  only  two  Masonic  periodicals  published  in  New  England,  the  "  Ma* 
sonic  To!  en,'*  published  at  Portland,  Maine,  and  the  **  Freemason's  Repository,^'  pub- 
lished at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  which  latter  he  strongly  recommends. 

He  says  :  "  The  policy  practiced  in  this  jurisdiction  of  making  Masons  and  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  who  may,  or  may  not  affiliate,  has  been  more  severely  commented  upon 
than  any  other  evil,  incident  to  the  Institution." 

He  did  not  feel  like  making  any  recommendation  in  regard  to  it,  but  suggested  tliat 
every  companion  ought  to  be  a  member  of  some  Chapter,  "  and  thus  assist  in  main- 
taining funds,  whose  usefulneisa  he  may  be  the  first  to  experieixce."  We  are  glad  in 
the  first  that  Comp.  Chapman  acknowledges  the  practice  to  be  an  evil,  and  secondly 
that  he  believes  with  us  that  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  ought  to  be  a  member  of  some 
Chapter,  and  bear  his  proportion  of  the  burdens  entailed  upon  faithful  members  of 
the  Order,  as  well  as  to  participate  in  its  privileges.  Having  acknowledged  the 
practice  to  be  an  evil,  we  hope  Comp.  Chapman  will  take  some  means  to  suppress  it, 
for  it  should  exist  no  longer.  It  discourages  affih'ation,  and  turns  loose  upon  the  world 
a  tribe,  of  what  we,  in  California,  call  **  Masonic  Bummers,"  that  is,  those  who  sponge 
their  living  out  of  others  without  returning  an  equivalent.  We  do  not  assert  that  all 
who  are  thus  made  are  of  this  class,  but  we  do  insist  that  the  practice  tends  to 
encourage  Masonic  vagrancy,  and  should  be  stopped.  If  a  man  is  not  good  enough 
to  join  your  Lodges  or  Chapters,  he  is  not  good  enough  to  be  made  a  Mason  at  all, 
and  we  sincerely  hope  that  our  Massachusetts  brethren  will  take  some  definite  action 
with  reference  to  the  reform  of  this  unmitigated  evil. 

Upon  the  subject  of  naming  Masonic  Bodies  after  living  men,  Comp.  Chapman 
expresses  our  views  precisely  in  the  following : — 

The  practice  of  giving  the  nameif  of  living  men  to  Masonic  Bodies,  I  have  steadily 
discouraged  ;  it  is  a  flattering  compliment,  too  seductive  to  be  always  successfully 
ret'i'^ted,  hence  one  can  readily  be  excused  for  consenting  to  it:  but  my  reason  and 
my  judgment  confirm  what  experience  teaches,— "that  man  in  his  best  estate  is  sub- 
ject to  frailty  and  error" — and  this  should  be  sufficient  reason  to  negative  the  prac- 
tice ;  it  appeals  to  a  man's  vanity,  but  it  weakens  his  independence,  it  renders  his 
name  conspicuous,  but  it  closes  his  eyes  when  he.  perchance,  ought  to  see  most  clearly 
—its  influence  is  sufficiently  powerful  to  prompt  him  to  be  the  "friend  at  court,"  to 
protect  or  defend  the  Body  which  bears  his  name,  when  such  possible  relations  may 
exist,  that  he  should  be  the  friend  of  the  Craft  universal.  It  begets  bodies  whose 
time  of  birth  has  not  yet  come  ;  it  invites  criticism,  comparison  and  argument,  all  of 
which  can  fairly  array  themselves  against  the  practice,  and  being  thus  arrayed,  will 
bring  no  good  to  the  Institution. 

There  are  many  good  and  noble  men  in  onr  Order,  whom  we  would  all  delight  to 
honor,  to  the  extent  even  of  calling  our  Lodges  and  Chapters  by  their  names,  but  we 
would  prefer  to  wait  until  their  record  is  made  up,  and  their  work  carried  ap  for 
inspection,  before  we  take  the  chances  of  doing  that,  which  may  bring  the  blush  of 
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shame  to  our  cheeks  at  some  fatare  time,  for  it  is  possible  for  a  man  to  live,  honored 
and  respected  by  his  fellows  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  yet  become  president  of 
a  savings  bank  before  he  dies.  Human  nature  is  very  shaky  in  this  nineteenth  cent- 
ury, and  it  won't  do  to  trust  it  loo  far. 

The  Grand  Treasurer,  having  retired  from  oflSce  after  long  and  faithful  service,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  was  voted  him  in  consideration  thereof. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  genial  pen  of  Comp.  John  W. 
Daomun,  who  announces  his  return  to  the  reportorial  corps  in  the  following  esor' 
dium : — 

Companions  of  the  reportorial  corps,  one  and  all,  we  again  most  cordially  and 
fraternally  greet  you.  We  have  served  with  you  long  enough  to  be  "  reckoned  in 
good  and  regular  standing,''  if  we  may  judge  by  the  many  kind  regrets  expressed  at 
our  departure,  and  the  congratulations  offered  at  our  exaltation.  We  have  had  a 
delightful  vacation,  have  been  treated  grandly  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Masssachu- 
setts,  but  business  engagements,  and  the  command  of  our  predecessor  and  successor, 
bring  us  back  into  our  old  position  as  reporter.  We  have  had  no  anxiety  about  the 
Massachusetts  correspondence  during  the  past  year,  for  we  knew  that  Comp.  Cbap- 
MAN  would  guard  well  the  entrance  to  our  sacred  tabernacle,  and  see  that  none  were 
allowed  to  pass  except  such  as  were  well  qualified. 

He  reviews,  in  his  usual  pleasant  style,  the  proceedings  of  thirty-five  Grand  Chap- 
ters, California  for  1876  receiving  a  most  kind  and  fraternal  notice. 

He  says  the  address  of  Comp.  Reynolds,  though  brief,  is  full  of  good  cheer  to  the 
Royal  Craft ;  also  that  the  appointment  of  Comp.  John  McClkllan,  as  Representa- 
tive near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  was  one,  than  which  none  could 
please  Massachusetts  better.    We  are  glad  Massachusetts  is  pleased. 

Of  our  report  for  that  year,  he  speaks  in  terms  of  high  compliment,  as  follows: — 

The  next  business  in  order,  after  the  address,  is  the  Report  on  Correspondence! 
which  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Chaklks  Louis  Wiooin,  and  it  is  Arouser. 
He  must  have  devoted  weeks,  if  not  months,  to  its  preparation.  We  think  it  is  the 
best  that  ever  sparkled  and  dropped  from  his  pen. 

Three  weeks,  Comp.  Dadmun,  and  only  at  night  did  we' wrestle  with  that  report, 
and  we  were  far  froih  satisfied  with  it,  but,  as  it  meets  your  approbation,  we  are  con- 
tent He  quotes  our  argument  upon  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters, 
and  fully  concurs  in  the  same.  He  does  not  agree  with  us  upon  the  question  of  sus- 
pension for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  touches  us  up  as  follows: — 

He  advocates  ••  suspension  from  all  the  righU  and  privileges  of  Masonry,^*  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  without  trial.  0  Louis,  you  wicked  man .'  You  mast  repent  of 
this,  or  we  shsll  preach  you  a  sermon  from  the  text,  *'And  the  wild  ass  snuffeth  up 
the  east  wind."  In  the  first  place,  we  should  compare  such  doctrine  to  the  "east 
wind,"  which,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  "  Hub,"  is  terribly  chilling ;  and  secondly,  if  we 
*'  snuflTit  up,"  every  drop  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness  within  us  will  be  frozen  over, 
even  when  the  mercury  stands  at  ninety-six  above  zero,  in  Hie  sfiade.  Further 
"deponent  saith  not,"  just  now.    T.  J.  C.  is  forbidden  to  exhort  after  sermon— 0.  S. 

The  doctrine  we  enunciate  being  likened  to  the  "east  wind,"  which  our  good 
companion  snuffeth  from  afar,  although  it  causes  his  nostrils  to  tingle,  where,  oh  i 
where  does  the  "wild  ass"  come  in?  T.  J.  C.  will  please  answer,  and  then  pass 
around  the  plate. 

He  agrees  with  us  that  the  best  man  should  be  selected  for  High  Priest,  withont 
regard  to  his  previous  position  in  the  Chapter.  He  is  also  with  ns  npon  the  temper- 
ance question ;  and,  to  crown  all,  he  asks  us,  what  would  the  proceedings  of  Call, 
fornia  be  worth  without  the  Report  on  Correopondeuce  ? 

Shall  we  answer  this  question  ?    *'Xot  much! " 

Under  the  head  of  Louisiana,  he  quotes  the  following  decision  :— 

"On  the  23d  December  the  Excellent  High  Priest  of  Xicin^  5tonc  Chapter,  No. 
16,  submitted  the  following  to  me  for  my  deciiiion  :  'A  dimitted  Master  Mason  applies 
every  six  months  to  the  Lodge  for  affiliation,  and  is  rejected.  Said  Mason,  under 
the  rulings  in  the  Lodge,  is  in  good  standing,  has  the  right  of  visitation,  etc.  He 
desires  to  join  a  Chapter.    Can  he  be  admitted  ? ' 
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"  I  decided  that  the  preserving  of  his  '  good  standing  *  as  a  Master  Mason,  in  the 
manner  indicated,  was  not  sufficient,  and  that  actnal  membership  of  some  Lodge  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  membership  in  a  Chapter,  and  that  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  that  fact  should  accompany  his  application.    Const.,  Art.  V.,  Sec.  24. 

Upon  this  he  comments  as  follows : — 

Here  is  a  Master  Mason  on  whose  Masonic  character  there  is  not  a  blemish  ;  who 
is,  •'  by  the  rulings  ot  the  Lodge,"  in  "  good  standing"—*'  has  the  right  of  visitation  " 
— "  applies  every  f|)x  mouths  to  the  Lodge  for  affiliation  and  is  rejected ;"  and  yet 
the  simple  fact  that  he  is  not  a  member  of  some  Lodge  deprives  him  from  even 
applying  to  the  Chapter  for  the  degrees.  His  parchment,  with  all  that  is  written  on 
it,  becomes  trash  when  he  wishes  to  apply  for  advancement.  His  honesty,  integrity 
and  philanthropy;  his  character  ns  a  Christian,  it  may  be,  and  his  upright  Masonic 
standing  are  of  no  avail  in  those  Grand  Chapters  fettered  by  such  a  law.  From  all 
such  legislation,  good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

We  are  ready  to  join  Comp.  Dadvun  in  the  prayer,  "From  all  such  legislation, 
good  Lord,  deliver  us."  Even  in  California  we  do  not  go  so  far  as  this ;  we  require, 
only,  that  the  applicant  shall  be  a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing,  no  matter  how 
that  good  standing  was  acquired.  If  he  applies  to  the  Lodge  and  is  rejected,  the  fact 
of  his  having  made  application  places  him  in  good  standing  for  six  months,  and  he 
may  apply  for  and  receive  the  Capitular  degrees. 

Upon  the  question  of  allowing  visitors  to  vote,  he  says : — 

It  must  be  conceded  that  If  visitors  were  allowed  to  vote  on  applications  for  the 
degrees,  it  would  be  likely  to  introduce  discord  and  strife  among  the  Craftsmen ; 
and  yet  visitors  can  take  a  direct  interest  in  the  admission  of  candidates,  by  giving 
all  needed  information  in  their  possession  in  regard  to  the  standing  of  applicants. 
Comp.  DKrMMOND's  ttitement  of  the  ancient  custom  is  correct,  but  Lodges  and  Chap- 
ters are  now  more  independent  of  each  other  in  their  organlEations. 

Nevada  comes  in  for  the  following  : — 

We  hear  that  a  sister  was  born  in  Nevada,  November  18, 1873,  but  not  having 
received  any  notice  of  it,  concluded  that  she  must  have  been  8^-born.  In  olden 
times  it  used  to  be  customary  for  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  to  give  public  notice  of 
Kuch  an  important  event,  and  return  thanks  if  the  child  and  its  mother  were  doing 
well,  or  ask  prayers  if  either  were  dangerouslv  sick.  As  this  is  a  family  a£fair,  we 
claim  the  right  to  enter  our  protest  against  such  utter  neglect  of  the  legitimate  mem- 
bers of  the  household. 

Under  the  head  of  New  Jersey,  he  thus  defends  himself  from  Corson's  attacks  on 
the  matter  of  Chapter  burial  service  : — 

We  want  to  say  to  our  Comp.  Reporters,  however,  do  not  waste  too  much  pow- 
der on  thi4  subject,  for  Massachusetts  will  not  use  the  Chapter  Burial  Service  or  the 
Knights  Templar  Burial  Service,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  humblest  member  of  the  fra- 
ternity. But  if  special  request  should  be  made  by  a  dying  companion  to  have  the 
Chapter  Burial  Service  read  at  his  funeral,  we  should  certamly  grant  it,  on  the  same 
principle  that  we  would  read  the  15th  Chapter  of  1st  Corinthians,  if  so  requested. 
VVe  happen  to  differ  from  Companions  Corson  and  Goflby  on  a  matter  of  taste.  We 
think  the  Knights  Templar  Burial  Service  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  sublime 
services  we  ever  read  or  heard,  and  we  prefer  it  to  any  service  that  ever  emanated 
from  human  minds.  It  is  pre-eminently  a  Oiristian  service,  and  as  easily  understood 
as  the  New  Testament,  on  which  it  is  founded.  We  would  not  only  have  our  breth- 
ren come  "  with  larob-ckin  apron  and  white  gloves."  but  with  "  Triple  Tan  and  feath- 
ered chapeau,"  and  with  Boyal  Bobes  if  they  choose,  or  leave  them  oil  behind,  only 
remembering  that, 

**The  tall,  the  wise,  the  reverend  head. 
Must  lie  as  low  as  ours." 

Comp.  Dadmun  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  and  most  genial  of  reporters,  and  we 
regret  to  part  with  him,  but  we  must  on  to  the  next,  as  only  about  half  onr  list  is 
completed  and  time  presses. 

The  M.\  Er.  Smith  B.  Harrington  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  i?.'. 
Er.  Zeph.  H.  Thomas,  Jr.,  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Boston. 

MICHIQAN. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  held  its  twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Detroit  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January,  1877,— the  M»\  E,\  William  Brown* 


412  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [April  9, 

firand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  B.\  K\  William  P.  Inses  being  Grand  Secretary. 
The  Committee  on  Credentials  doeH  not  report  the  namber  of  subordinate  Chapters 
represented,  nor  can  we  ascertain  the  number  from  anything  that  appears  upon  the 
record. 

The  Cirand  High  Priest  commences  his  Address  with  solemn  and  serious  reflections 
upon  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  the  near  approach  to  the  limits  of  our  earthly  pil- 
grimage. He  announces  the  death  of  Comp.  John  Clark,  who  I'lad  labored  in  the 
Masonic  vineyard  for  a  period  of  fifty-six  years ;  and  briefly  recapitulates  his  services 
to  the  State  and  to  Masonry.    Of  the  condition  of  the  Order,  he  says  :— 

The  past  Masonic  year,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  been  one  of  comparative  quiet 
among  the  Royal  Craft.  No  intruder  with  mistaken  zeal  has  created  discord  or  con- 
fusion in  our  ranks ;  nor  has  the  fanatic's  angry  touch  despoiled  the  work  of  those 
whose  knowledge  of  architecture  and  the  different  arts  or  sciences,  have  eutitled  them 
to  prominent  distinction  and  faithful  remembrance  among  us. 

Two  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  were  granted  during  the 
year. 

The  following  decisions  wore  rendered  :— 

Isl  Question.  The  By-Laws  of  our  Chapter  provide  that  a  member  in  arrears  for 
dues  shiill  not  be  eutitled  to  vote,  or  have  any  voice  in  the  Chapter.  Is  such  a  law 
valid? 

Answer.  Such  a  law  is  invalid,  and  until  charges  are  preferred  and  a  legal  trial 
had  thereon,  and  judgment  and  sentence,  the  companion  has  a  right  to  take  part  in 
the  work  and  business  of  the  Chapter. 

2d  Question.  A  companion  petitions  for  membership,  when  a  member  of  the 
Chapter  objects  to  the  application  being  received,  and  gives  his  reason  therefor — 
what  ought  the  High  Priest  to  do? 

Ansicer.  Direct  the  Secretary  to  note  the  fact  and  return  the  companion  his  peti- 
tion and  dimit. 

3d  Question.  A  brother  who  has  tsken  the  Mark  and  Past  Master  Degrees  in  my 
Chapter,  h  is  removed  to  Missouri,  and  petitioned  a  Chapter  there  for  the  remaining 
Degrees,  which  Chapter  requests  this  Chapter  to  waive  jurisdiction  of  the  brother 
—can  we  do  it? 

Answer.  No.  A  subordinate  Chapter  here  has  no  power  to  transact  such  busi- 
ness with  a  subordinate  Chapter  in  Missouri.  The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Misisouri 
should  request  this  Crand  Jurisdiction  to  waive  its  jurisdiction  over  the  brother,  and. 
upon  the  request  of  the  High  Priest  of  your  Chapter  to  do  so,  and  that  consent  being 
obtained,  the  Grand  Hi^h  Priest  would,  without  doubt,  waive  jurisdiction  and 
notify  the  (vrand  High  Priest  of  Missouri  accordingly. 

ith  Question.  A  brother  petitions  for  the  Chapter  degrees ;  the  petition  is 
received,  favorably  reported  upon,  and  the  candidate  duly  elected  ;  but,  before  con- 
ferring the  first  degree,  we  find  the  brother  to  be  a  non-affiliated  Master  Mason. 
What  shall  we  do? 

Answer.  Do  nothing  but  inform  the  brother  as  to  the  law  touching  the  case  ; — 
which  is,  that  the  petition  of  a  non-affiliated  Master  Mason  shall  not  be  received  by 
any  Chapter  working  under  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Should  the  brother  see  fit  to 
comply  with  this  law,  and  still  insist  on  advancement,  he  must  again  petition  and  be 
balloted  for  as  before. 

From  the  first  decision  we  must  dissent,  for  we  believe  a  Chapter  has  the  right  to 
make  and  enforce  such  a  by-law.  In  this  jurisdiction  all  by-laws  of  subordinate 
Chapters  must  be  approved  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  and  if  the  same  rule  prevails  in  Michigan,  the  by-law  in  question  bad 
probably  been  thus  approved,  and,  consequently,  had  received  the  sanction  of  tlie 
Grand  Chapter.  If  this  is  not  the  rale  in  our  sister  jurisdiction,  we  can  only  say,  it 
ought  to  be. 

The  last  question,  we  presume,  was  decided  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  Michi- 
gan, and  shows  a  lack  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  investigating  committee  ;  but 
we  think  a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing  should  always  be  eligible  to  the  Chapter 
degrees,  whether  affiliated  or  not.  A  Mason  may  apply  repeatedly  to  a  Lodge  for 
affiliation,  and  as  often  be  rejected,  and  yet  be  a  worthy  man  and  brother.  Personal 
prejudice  is  sometimes  too  strong  to  be  overcome,  even  by  the  influence  of  Masonic 
teachings  and  principles,  and  where  a  brother  applies  for  affiliation,  and  is  rejected, 
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be  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  shoald  not,  therefore,  be 
debarred  from  advancement. 

He  closes  with  the  following  eloquent  peroration,  to  which  we  say  amen  :— 

The  f^acred  institution  of  Masonrj'  will  survive  and  prosper  while  nations  fall  and 
crumble  into  dust ;  for  an  eternal  principle  df  right  exints  in  Ha  organization  and  mni«t 
prevail  for  all  time  to  come.  Its  course  is  onward,  and  its  aims  are  pure  and  upward. 
While  religious  tenets  clash,  its  principles  never  change.  Faith  in  God,  Hope  in  Im- 
mortality, and  Charity  towards  all  mankind  came  from  on  high.  Let  ns  ever  remem- 
ber and  practice  them.  May  the  blessings  of  Heaven  prevail  and  evtry  moral  and 
social  virtue  cement  us. 

The  Finance  Committee  report  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $1  013.50. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  were  cheated  out  of  a  job,  by  the  parties  at  issue 
coming  to  an  amicable  understanding,  which— as  it  was  the  only  chance  the  Commit- 
tee had — we  consider  an  unkind  act  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid  parties. 

The  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  tendered  to  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest, 
for  thecfScicnt  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  that  responsible  posi- 
tion ;  and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  instructed  to  procure  and  present  to  him  a  suitable 
testimonial  and  draw  upon  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  payment  for  the  same. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Comp.  William  P.  Innes,  and  is  an  interresting  and  readable  paper.  Comp.  In.np:s 
deals  somewhat  largely  in  extracts,  and  is  correspondingly  chary  of  his  comments, 
but  his  selections  are  judiciously  made,  and  alwa3*s  with  an  eye  to  matters  of  general 
interest.  California  for  1876,  receives  kindly  and  fraternal  notice  at  his  hands.  He 
quotes  liberally  and  approvingly  from  the  Address  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Rey- 
KOLDS,  and  considers  bis  reasons  for  desiring  a  revision  of  the  Constitution  "  eminently 
proper." 

He  speaks  of  our  report  for  that  year  in  highly  complimentary  terms,  and  quotes 
our  concluding  remarks,  which,  be  says,  "  are  good  enough  for  anybody.'' 

Under  the  head  of  Maine,  he  replies  to  Comp.  Drummono,  who  speaks  of  bis  desire 
to  avoid  discussion  : — 

We  can  ohly  say,  we  shall  in  future  talk  back,  particularly  when  discussing  the 
"Maine  question,*'  provided  we  have  anything  to  "cuss  and  discuss,"  but  when 
everything  said  and  done  by  Comp.  Dkummond  is  so  much  to  the  point,  be  leaves  no 
room  for  a  "  row." 

The  following  is  redolent  of  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  :— 

To  (fie  M.\  E.'.  Grand  Hirfh  Priest,  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  State  of  Michigan:— 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Companions  Past  High 
Priests  Putnam,  Stboud,  Hooaboom,  and  Suanafelt,  and  H.  P.  Osbobn  of  the  lute 
Hudson  Chapter,  No.  28,  in  reference  to  the  restoration  of  Bro.  Enos  Cakiff,  would 
most  respectfully  report  that  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  after 
a  careful  examination  of  all  the  papers  and  reports  in  the  case,  see  no  reason  to 
regret  the  former  action  of  the  committee,  but  see  in  it  a  cause  for  rejoicing  in  so  far 
that  they  have  put  themselves  and  this  Grand  Chapter  on  record  as  condemning  the 
greatest  of  all  evils,  not  only  to  Masonry  but  to  the  world,  intemperance.  And  now, 
while  your  committee  would  defend  the  justice  of  their  former  action,  they  would 
also  recommend  mercy,  and  extend  to  our  falling  brother,  Enos  Caniff,  a  helping 
baud,  and  aid  him  in  the  reformation  which  he  has  commenced.    Therefore 

liesolced,  That  Bro.  Ends  Caniff,  a  member  of  Warren  Lodge,  of  Hudson,  who 
was  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  by  this  Grand 
Chapter  for  drunkenness  and  other  unmasonic  conduct,  be  and  it  hereby  reinstated 
to  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  that  we  recommend  bim  to 
the  confidence  of  the  Royal  Craft,  and  pray  tliat  Him,  in  whom  we  all  put  our  trust, 
may  direct  his  steps  in  the  paths  of  temperance  and  truth. 

We  hope  this  act  of  grace  may  be  instrumental  in  saving  one  human  soul  from  the 
drunkard's  doom.  It  is  such  deeds  as  this  that  render  Masonry  sublime.  Such  is  true 
charity,  the  most  God-like  of  the  virtues. 

There  are  ninety-eight  chartered  Chapters,  and  three  under  dispensation  borno 
npou  the  registry,  having  an  aggregate  membership  of  7310.  The  exaltations  diicv\\^ 
the  year  numbered  35t>. 
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The  M.'.  E.',  Oliver  L.  Spauldino  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  /?.*. 
E.'.  William  P.  Innes  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Grand  Rapids. 

The  next  Annaal  Commai^ication  will  be  held  at  Detroit,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
January,  1878. 

MINNESOTA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota  held  its  .sixteenth  Annaal  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  St.  Paul  on  the  ninth  day  of  October,  1877,— the  M.'.  E.\  Richard  J.  Maktis, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  K.'.  E.\  A.  T.  C.  Piebson  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Eighteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  a  well  prepared  Address,  contrasts  the  present  year 
with  the  past,  and  draws  from  the  comparison  abundant  reason  for  gratitude  to  tlie 
Giver  of  all  Good  for  His  manirdd  blessings.  He  announces  the  death  of  Comp.  Ahiza 
RiCDARDSOX,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-two.  This  aged  companion  had  been  Grand 
Sentinel  of  the  Grand  Chapter  from  its  organization,  and  occupied  a  like  position  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Commandery.  No  higher  eulogy  could  be  pronounced 
upon  him  than  that  contained  in  the  words  of  the  Grand  High  Priest.  **  Although  he 
moved  in  the  humblest  walks  ef  life,  yet  he  endeavored  to  do  his  duty,  and  fill  the 
place  he  stood  in,  in  society  and  elsewnere,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  with  credit 
to  himself."  What  man,  whaiever  may  be  his  position  in  life,  could  do  more?  He 
also  announces  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Robert  S.  Aloen,  and  pays  a  fit- 
ting tribute  to  his  memory. 

Two  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  were  granted. 

He  decided  that  a  one-armed  man  could  not  receive  the  degrees  in  the  Chapter,  aa 
he  could  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  any  of  the  degrees,  much  less  with  those 
of  the  Royal  Arch.  Right.  Also  that  companions  receiving  the  degrees  in  Chapters 
under  dittpeusation  are  entitled  to  aU  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Reyal  Arch  Masons. 
Right  again. 

He  also  decided,  in  a  case  where  a  candidate  was  elected,  but  before  any  of  the 
degrees  were  conferred  upon  him,  a  companion  objected  to  his  advancement,  that 
the  objector  must  state  the  grounds  of  his  objection  to  the  High  Priest,  to  be  kept 
strictly  private,  if  required,  in  order  that  the  High  Priest  might  judge  of  their  valid- 
ity, etc. 

From  this  ruling  we  must  dissent  We  believe  that  when  a  candidate  is  elected, 
but  before  any  degree  is  conferred  upon  him,  any  companion  of  the  Chapter  has  the 
right  to  object  to  his  advancement,  without  giving  any  reason  for  his  objection ;  and 
said  objection  should  have  the  force  and  effect  of  a  black  ball,  and  no  more.  When 
one  degree  has  been  conferred  upon  him,  he  has  acquired  certain  rights,  which 
cannot  justly  be  taken  from  him  by  the  unexplained  objection  of  any  companion, 
but  the  grounds  of  objection  must  be  stated,  and  of  their  validity  the  Chapter,  not 
the  High  Priest,  must  be  the  judge. 

He  makes  the  following  recommendations:— 

That  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  Chapters  under  dispensation  be  more  clearly 
defined,  as  regards  their  members  and  acts.  The  adoption  of  a  regulation  which 
shall  limit  the  time  within  which  an  elected  candidate  must  present  himself  for  initia- 
tion or  forfeit  his  rights.  That,  in  case  the  state  of  the  finances  permits,  a  set  of 
jewels  be  procured  for  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  not  to  exceed  in  cost  two 
hundred  dollars ;  and  that,  also,  finances  permitting,  the  per  capita  tax  of  one  cent, 
levied  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  be  paid. 

He  enunciates  some  sound  views  on  the  necessity  of  prompt  payment  of  dues  by 
members  of  the  subordinate  Chapters,  and  very  truly  says :  "  If  the  principles  which 
govern  a  sound  and  successful  private  business  were  applied  by  the  Chapters  to  this 
question,  much  of  the  evil  complained  of  would  be  removed." 

He  is  convinced  that  something  of  reform  has  been  accomplished  in  the  manner 
of  conferring  the  degrees  by  the  various  Cnapters  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  that  they 
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are  now  worked  with  more  dignity  and  solemnity  than  formerly.  This,  he  says,  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  he  enjoins  upon  all  the  importance  of  "so  conduct- 
ing the  ceremonies  of  each  degree,  that  the  candidate  will  be  duly  impressed  with 
the  teachings  of  each  step  which  he  may  take,  and  the  symbolism  of  the  ceremonies 
in  witich  he  participates,  keeping  the  end  in  view."  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  is  in  very  good  condition  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  great  financial  depression  of  the  past  year,  the  Chapters  have  held  their  own. 

He  warns  all,  that,  as  they  are  entering  upon  an  era  of  prosperity,  many  will  seelc 
admission  to  the  Order,  and  he  cautions  them  to  beware  that  none  but ''good  men 
and  true  "  are  admitted. 

He  clones  with  some  sound,  practical  advice,  as  to  the  influence  which  we,  aa 
Masons,  ought  to  exert  on  the  world  at  large,  and  exhorts  his  companions  to  use  that 
influence  in  the  right  direction  ;  all  which  should  be  noted  and  heeded. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $403  40.  The  special 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest^s  Address, 
relative  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : — 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's 
Address  as  refers  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  would  report  that :  In  the  matter  of 
the  decision  of  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  regarding  the  necessity  of  a  quorum 
of  actual  members  in  transacting  the  necessary  routine  business  of  a  subordinate 
Chapter,  your  committee  coincide  with  the  M.\  K\  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  views 
relating  to  the  inconvenience  attending  a  full  compliance  thuieto,  but  deem  it  our 
duty,  notwithstanding  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  may  be  subjected,  to  render 
due  allegiance  to  the  edicts  therein  promulgated,  and  would  therelore  otTer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : — 

Jiesolved,  That  no  business  other  than  opening,  closing,  or  conferring  of  degrees 
shall  be  tran^iacted  in  any  subordinate  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction,  unless  there  shall 
be  present  nine  actual  members  of  such  Chapter. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  was 
adopted : — 

B  'soloed,  That  in  case  a  candidate  neglects  or  refuses  to  present  himself  to  receive 
the  degrees  conferred  in  the  Chapter  within  six  months  after  he  is  notilied  ot  election, 
his  right  to  receive  the  same  shall  be  deemed  to  be  forfeited. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  no  business.    A  good  sign. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  fr*m  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Comp. 
A.  T.  C.  PiRKSON,  and  is  written  in  his  usual  thorough  and  forcible  style.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters  are  reviewed,  among  the  number  being 
California  for  1877.  The  proceedings  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Florida,  and  Mississippi  failed  to  come  to  hand,  otherwise  the  report  would  have 
been  a  complete  review  of  the  transactions  of  all  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
United  States. 

He  gives  us  the  following  complimentary  notice,  for  which  we  raise  our  beaver : — 

It  is  no  use  undertaking  to  "  mince  "  the  matter.  Some  of  the  reports  that  come 
under  our  notice  we  merely  run  over,  others  we  read  with  a  "hop,  skip  and  a  jump," 
and  others  we  read  all  through.  Comp.  Wiogin's  report  is  one  of  the  latter— we  like 
independence — we  like  to  sec  men,  when  tbey  think  that  they  are  right,  stand  up 
straight  and  continue  the  advocacy  of  their  opmions  regardless  of  opposition;  the 
opinions  of  such  parties  compel  attention. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  talks  sound  common  sense  upon  the  "colored 
Masonry  '*  question.  The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Iowa  calls  the  colored  Masons  "  the 
subject  of  an  unjust  and  indefensible  rule."    Comp.  Pibrson  says : — 

We  cannot  see  where  "  the  subjects  of  an  unjust  and  indefensible  rule  "  come  in. 
They  may  have  one  in  Iowa,  but  we  suppose  that  all,  or  nearly  all  the  Grand  Lodges 
are  agreed  upon  the  rule  that  any  subordinate  Lodge  has  the  right  to  accept  any 
applicant  that  u  a  man,  free  born,  of  lawful  age,  tcell  recominetitled,  and  of  good 
repute.  We  can  see  nothing  that  is  cither  **  unjust  or  indefensible ''  in  that  rule,  and 
we  know  of  no  rule  that  debars  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  exalting  any  Master 
Mason  In  good  and  regular  standing. 
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The  committee  propose  a  convention  of  delccntes  from  each  Grand  Lod^e  '*  to 
deliberate  upon  this  subject  nlone,"— wl»at  Hiibject?— "  and  reach  tome  conclusion 
that  ma}'  prove  a  solntion  of  the  question."  What  qiief'tinn  ?  If  tlie  object  is  to  pie- 
scribe  some  other  qiialincation  than  that  which  has  existed  from  time  immeinorial, 
then  \ve  most  emphatically  protest  against  any  such  convention. 

It  is  8trani?e  that  men  will  permit  ihe  pursuit  of  a  chimera  to  rnn  away  with  their 
brains.  The  <loor8  of  Masonry  are  open  wide  enon;j)j,  and  the  avenues  leadinf<;  thereto 
are  broad  enough  to  admit  all  that  are  worthy.     Let  us  rest  there. 

The  report  is  full  of  good  things,  but  we  can  find  room  for  no  more.  We  cannot 
agree  with  Comp.  Pierson  in  all  things,  but  generhlly  his  head  is  pretty  nearly  level. 

The  J/.-.  E.'.  R.  J.  Marvin  was  elected  drand  High  Priest,  and  the  li.-.  E.-.  A.  T. 
C.  PiERSON  was  re-elected  Grand  Seeretary.     Address  :  St.  Paul. 

The  ni'Xt  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul  on  the  eighth 
day  of  October,  187'. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  twenty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  (Jrand  Chapter  of  Mississippi  was 
lield  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg  on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  1877,— the  M.'  L\:  Hakvky 
W.  Walkek,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  /»*.-.  E.\  J.  L.  Powkii  being  Graud 
S-'cretary.    Fifty-four  subortliuite  Chipter.^  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  speaks  cncourgingly  of  the  present  condi- 
tion and  future  prospects  of  the  order  in  that  jurisdiction.    He  says : — 

Our  Heavenly  Father  has  been  very  kind  to  the  people  of  our  State  during  the 
past  year.  Tlie  labor  of  the  husbandman  has  been  generously  rewarded,  health  h&a 
been  enjoyed  by  all,  self-reliance  has  been  learned,  economy  practiced,  the  laws 
observed  and  obeyed,  and  our  chosen  rulers  respected  and  honored. 

As  Masons,  we  have  enjoyed  many  blessmgs  :  our  Order  has  grown,  if  not  in  mem- 
bers, in  temperance  and  virtue  ;  the  spirituale  of  our  ritual  has  been  more  highly 
appreciated;  bickerings  arc  unknown,  and,  finally,  no  "Memorial  Tablet'*  will 
claim  a  plice  in  this  year's  published  proceedings. 

Not  a  complaint  has  been  made  to  me,  not  a  charge  preferred,  and  not  a  legal 
question  propounded  during  the  pa.st  year. 

I  believe  it  to  be  also  a  matter  of  gratulation  that  but  one  dispensation  has  been 
issued  for  a  new  Chapter,  whilst  the  charters  of  four  have  been  forfeited  and  recalled 
for  failure  to  pay  dues  to  this  Grand  Body. 

The  strength  of  our  Order  consists  not  in  the  number  of  our  Chapters,  but  in  their 
eflBciency,  and  the  purity,  intelligence,  and  morality  of  their  members. 

This  is  indeed  a  gratifying  state  of  affliirs.  In  how  many  of  the  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions can  it  be  said,  "Our  Order  has  grown  in  temperance  and  virtue *'*  Of  how 
many  can  it  be  said  that  bickerings  are  unknown?  And,  alas!  how  few  there  are 
who  can  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  fact  that  "  no  Memoria!  Tablet  will  claim 
a  place  "  in  their  proceedings. 

Upon  the  subject  of  '* Grand  Bodies  and  Degrees,*'  he  says: — 

Whilst  the  number  of  our  Chapters  has  decreased,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves 
on  the  prospect  of  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  (vrand  Bodies  in  the  Slate.  At  its  Inst 
Annual  Citivocation,  the  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
of  Mississippi  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  this  Grand  Chapter  for  a  por- 
render  to  this  Grand  Chapter  of  its  degrees.  Their  acceptance  is  a  consummation 
devoutly  to  be  wished.  The  "Most  Exalted"  degree  has  been  emasculated  in 
Rtrengt  1  and  denuded  of  its  beauty  by  its  separation  from  the  degrees  of  the  Coun- 
cil. Tlieir  ritual  and  lectures  are  denied,  and  the  recipient  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
frequently  turns  from  it  dissatisfied  and  disappointed,  and  nepl?cting  the  Council, 
passes  at  once  to  the  attractive  and  beautiful  deirrecs  of  the  Encampment,  and 
whilst  becoming  perfect  in  the  degrees  of  Modern  Masonry,  he  neglects  or  forgets* 
the  highest,  but  by  no  means  the  most  perfect,  degree  of  our  Order.  The  Grand 
Chapter  and  the  Grand  Council  alike  languish. 

The  (veneral  (irand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  meets  in  August  next.  Its  sanc- 
tion to  the  reception  by  this  Grand  Chapter  of  the  degrees  of  Cryptic  Masonry,  I  do 
not  think  is  necessary,  but  as  a  mark  of  our  respect  for  that  augu.*it  and  able" bod}', 
that  sanction  may  be  (solicited. 

It  is  further  earn<»8lly  hoped  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  will  adopt  a  decree 
bv  which  the  (Jrand  Chapters  of  the  respective  States  may  transfer  to  Grand  Lodges 
all  jurisdiction  over  the  **  Past  Master's  Degree"  and  surrender  it  simply  as  a  chair 
degree.    In  no  portion  of  the  Masonic  world  is  this  degree  recognized  as  a  pait  of 
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Capitolar  Masonry,  save  in  the  United  States.  The  same  thing  may  be  said  of  the 
Host  Excellent  master's  Degree.  Should  both  these  be  remitted  to  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  our  country,  and  the  latter  made  the  cap-stone  of  the  Master's  degree,  and  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  be  elevated,  expanded  and  beautified  by  the  Royal  and  Select 
Degrees,  the  Masonry  pf  our  land  would  be  the  Masonry  of  the  world,  and  our  brother- 
hood would  work  the  same  Masonic  work  and  speak  the  same  Masonic  language  of  all 
lands. 

We  heartily  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  although  the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  delayed  action  upon  the  question, 
we  are  satisfied,  that  an  interest  in  the  matter  has  been  awakened,  which  is  constantly 
gathering  strength  and  force,  and  before  the  next  triennial  Convocation  of  the  Central 
Grand  Body  shall  have  convened,  so  loud  will  be  the  voice  in  favor  of  the  measure, 
that  it  will  compel  attention  and  favorable  action  by  those  in  authority. 

While  we  agree  with  the  M.'.  E.'.  Comp.  Walter,  that  the  sanction  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  to  a  union  of  the  Capitular  and  Cryptic  Degrees  is  not  necessary  tO' 
its  consummation,  yet  we  think  it  would  be  better  and  more  satisfactory  to  obtain 
such  sanction.  Certainly,  no  constitutional  provision  would  be  violated  by  the  amal- 
gamation. The  Constitution  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  recognizes  certain  degrees,, 
but  does  not  prohibit  the  conferring  of  others,  and  should  that  Grand  Body  refuse  to 
recognize  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master,  as  conferred  in  the  Chapters,  we 
opine  that  no  great  harm  will  be  done,  and  that  the  Royal  and  Select  Master,  thua 
created,  will  suffer  no  inconvenience  from  the  witholding  of  such  recognition. 

'  The  charters  of  two  Chapters  were  arrested  fur  failure  to  pay  dues,  and  one  Chap- 
ter voluntarily  surrendered  iU  charter.  He  presented  the  case  of  a  companion,  who, 
upon  the  extinction  of  his  Chapter,  found  himself  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues 
through  no  fault  of  his,  and  recommended  that  some  provision  be  made  for  cases  of 
this  chaiacter. 

We  would  suggest  the  rule  as  practiced  in  California,  viz. :  When  a  Chapter 
becomes  extinct  from  any  cause,  any  of  its  members  may,  (where  no  question  of 
unmasonic  conduct  is  involved),  by  payment  of  his  dues  up  to  the  time  of  the  sur- 
render of  its  charter,  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  receive  from  that  officer  a  certificate, 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  dimit,  and  which  enables  him  to  affiliate  with  some  other 
Chapter. 

We  find  in  Mississippi  another  convert  to  the  doctrine  of  suspension  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  adopted : — 

Your  Committee  on  Mason'c  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  that 
part  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  report  relating  to  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
section  18  of  the  by-laws,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  as  explanatory  of  section  18  of  the  by- 
laws :— 

Mesolted,  That  the  dues  of  each  and  every  member  of  the  Chapter  are  due  and 
payable  on,  or  before,  tlie  day  of  the  annual  election  in  each  year,  from  and  after 
1876. 

Should  the  dues  remain  unpaid  on  said  day,  the  Secretary  shall  notify  the  delin- 
quent member  to  come  forward  at  the  regular  meeting  in  March,  and  on  his  failure 
or  neglect  to  pay  said  dues  he  shall  then  be  liable  to  suspension  until  arrearages  are 
paid. 

We  are  ready  to  welcome  the  next 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  congratulates  the  Grand  Chapter  upon  the  fact 
that  they  had  not  had  the  shadow  of  a  chance  to  distinguish  themselves. 

The  following  report  of  a  joint  special  committee  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  and  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  presented,  and,  after  full  dis- 
cussion, was  unanimously  adopted : — 

lo  the  M.'.  E.',  Grand  Boydl  Arch  Chapter  ;— 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  the  State  of  Mii^sissippi  and  a  committee  of  the  Most  Faineant  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  appointed  by  these 
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Grand  Bodies  respectively,  to  present  an  arrangement  by  which  the  degrees  of  the 
Grand  Council  are  to  be  transferred  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  beg  leave  to  report  ^at 
the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  trana* 
ferred  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  shall  hereafter  be  conferred  as  follows : — 

1.  Each  Royal  Arch  Chapter  shall  hereafter  open  witbii\  its  bosom,  under  ita 
charter  as  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  a  Coancil  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
and  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master ;  the  officers  of  the  Chap- 
ter, corresponding  in  rank  to  those  of  the  Coancil,  to  be  tlie  officers  of  the  Coancil. 

2.  All  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  not  yet  received  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master 
and  Select  Master  shall  be  entitled  to  have  we  same  conferred,  or  communicated,  on 
their  request,  and  without  charge,  but  candidates  who  shall  hereafter  receive  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  shall  immediately  thereafter,  and  in  connection  with  the  Royal 
Arch  degree,  receive  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master,  without  addi- 
tional charge. 

3.  All  present  and  past  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Council,  and  all  present  and 
past  Thrice  Illustrious  Masters  of  subordinate  Councils  shall  be  entitled  to  partici- 
pate in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  without  a  vote  therein  until  the 
Constitution  can  be  so  amended  as  to  permit  them  to  vote  as  other  Past  Grand  Offi- 
cers, and  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

4.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  is  most  earnestly,  but  respectfully, 
petitioned  to  permit  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  to  be  conferred 
as  a  part  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  the  former  before  the  Royal  Arch  and  the  latter 
after. 

6.  The  officers  of  the  Grand  Council  shall  be  elected,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
organization,  pending  the  approval  of  the  action  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States. 

Respectfully  and  ft-aternally  submitted, 

J.  M.  HowRT,  Chairman, 
H.  W.  Walter, 
E.  Geo.  DkLap, 

OommUtee  of  the  Grand  OounciL 

Frederick  Speed,  Chairman, 
R.  P.  Bowen, 
John  A.  Dicks, 

CommiUee  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 

In  accordance  with  this  report  the  following  circular  of  instructions  was  issued  :— 

Instructions  for  the  Transfer  of  Council  Degrees  to  the  Chaptbr. 

To  ail  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  Royal  and  Select  Matters  in  the  State  of  Mtstxt- 
sippi: — 

The  following  report  of  a  Joint  committee  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  adopted  bv  these  Grand  Bodies  at  their  recent  Convocation  and  Assembly 
in  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  February  6th  and  6th,  1877,  is  communicated  for  the  infor- 
mation and  government  of  the  several  subordinate  Chapters  and  Councils  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi, 

By  this  action — 

1.  All  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  cease  to  exist 

2.  The  degrees  of  *'  Royal  Master  "  and  "  Select  Master  "  will  hereafter  be  con- 
ferred, or  communicated,  in  the  several  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  and  upon  Royal  Ardi 
Masons  only,  and  as  follows :  The  Chapter  being  opened  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree, 
a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  will  then  be  opened  in  these  degrees,  respect- 
ively. After  completing  its  work  the  Council  will  be  closed  with  all  due  forms  and 
ceremonies,  and  tne  business  of  the  Chapter  resumed,  or  closed,  as  occasion  may 
require,  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

3.  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  not  received  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master  may  have  them  conferred,  or  communicated,  without  fee,  in  open  Council. 
But  in  all  cases  the  Chapter  must  be  regularly  convened  and  a  Council  formally 
opened. 

4.  Companions  hereafter  receiving  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  degree  will  be 
advanced  to  the  Royal  Master's,  and  afterwards  to  the  Select  Master's  degree— the 
Chapter  being  first  opened,  and  then  the  Council,  as  before  directed. 

6.  In  Chapters  where  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters, and  when  a  sufficient  number  cannot  conveniently  be  assembled  fk-om  neigh- 
boring Chapters  to  complete  the  Council,  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master 
may  be  communicated  bv  any  competent  companion,  to*a  sufficient  number  of  the 
companions  of  the  Royal  Arch  to  open  a  Council,  preferable  to  the  officers  of  the 
Chapter,  if  there  be  any  such  who  have  not  received  these  degrees.  The  intention 
being  to  communicate  the  degrees  only  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  it  being  ex- 
pected that  the  officers  of  eacn  Chapter  wiU|  at  the  earliest  practicable  datei  qualify 
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themselves  to  work  the  Conrcil  degrees  the  same  as  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter  are 
reqaired  to  be  worked  ;  and  after  they  have  so  qaalified  themselves,  in  no  case  will 
the  Council  degrees  be  communicated. 

6.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Thrice  Ulustrions  Master  of  each  Conncil  canse  its 
members  to. assemble  at  the  earliest  convenient  day,  and  provide  for  the  disposition 
of  its  property  and  effects,  by  transferring  the  same  to  the  Chapter  within  whose 
Jurisdiction  the  Conncil  has  hitherto  been  held,  and  where  a  preponderance  of  its 
members  hold  their  membership.  In  cases  where  the  membership  is  divided  between 
two  or  more  Chapters,  it  is  suggested  that  the  property  be  divided  between  them  or 
donated  to  the  Chapter  having  the  least  ability  to  provide  itself  with  the  necessary 
paraphernalia  of  the  Council  degrees.  In  cases  where  Councils  are  in  debt,  the  assets 
should  be  sold  to  some  Chapter,  and  proceeds  applied  to  settlement  of  outstand' 
ing  obligations.  It  is  particularly  to  be  hoped  that  the  canse  of  Masonry  will  not  be 
disgraced  by  the  neglect  or  failure  of  any  Council  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  its 
debts.  A  small  contribution  from  its  members  will  generally  suffice  to  enable  the 
poorest  Council  to  dissolve  honorably,  and  without  leaving  a  stain  upon  the  Masonic 
name  and  character.  The  surplus  funds  of  Councils  may  be  disposed  of  at  their 
pleasure,  but  dues  to  the  Grand  Council  must,  in  all  cases,  be  paid,  when  the  Ounn- 
oils  have  the  ability  to  do  so. 

7.  The  charters  of  all  subordinate  Councils  will  be  returned  to  the  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  records  and  seals  of  each  Council  be  depos- 
ited  with  that  officer  for  preservation. 

8.  Presiding  officers  of  Councils  will,  in  all  cases,  report  their  action  to  the 
Orand  Recorder. 

9.  A  copv  of  this  edict  will  be  duly  certified  to  each  Chapter  by  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary, and  the  same  will  be  a  sufficient  warrant  as  a  Conncil  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  until  the  Grand  Chapter  shall  otherwise  provide. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  nave  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  caused  the  seals  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Conncil  to  be  affixed, 
this  24th  day  of  February,  1877. 

r„.,  1  H.  W.  WALTER. 

i^^^l  Grand  High  Priesl. 

[SEAL.]  W.  O.  PAXTOJJ, 

Grand  Masier. 
Attest :       J.  L.  Power, 

Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Reoorder. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Gomp.  Oliyeb  CuFTONr,  and  is 
an  able  review  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty-five  Grand  Chapters.  California  for  1876 
is  briefly  noticed.  He  thinks  our  rule,  relative  to  physical  qualifications,  a  safe  one, 
in  which  opinion  we  concur. 

Under  the  head  of  Delaware,  and  upon  the  sabject  of  faspension  for  non-payment 
of  dues,  he  says : — 

There  is  by  far  too  much  sentiment,  which  is  not  of  a  very  healthful  character 
either,  on  this  subject.  A  companion  who  does  not  pay  his  dues  or  make  some  satis- 
factory excuse  therefor,  should  be  suspended,  and  that,  too,  without  ceremony. 
Such  suspension,  however,  should  not  last  longer  than  the  indebtedness  to  the  Chap- 
ter,  and  should  depend  entirely  upon  the  will  of  the  debtor ;  tbat  is  to  say,  the  sim- 
ple payment  of  the  dues  should  restore  to  good  standing,  without  ballot  or  other 
lormal  proceedings. 

*'  Them's  our  sentiments  exactly.'' 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  quotes  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  colored 
Masonry  qnestion,  upon  which  he  remarks  :^ 

Which,  in  simple  English,  means  that  Masonry  will  be  a  good  thing  if  negroes  are 
allowed  the  sweet  communion  of  the  ''five  points"  and  the  like,  and,  unless  such 

Erivileges  are  accorded  to  them,  the  pillars  of  "  strength  and  («tablishment "  should 
e  torn  down,  and  the  "  celestial  and  terrestrial  bodies  delineated  thereon  "  blotted 
out 

We  think  the  companions  of  Iowa  have  a  bad  case,  which  time  alone  can  heal. 
We  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  "  coming  question  "  with  them  until  it  be  actually 
come;  but  we  do  regret  to  see  that  any  Gtand  jurisdiction  has  endorsed  the  idea 
that  Masonry  is  not  a  good  thing  without  the  negroes.  We  also  regret  to  see  that 
Comp.  Pakvin  moved  the'adoption  of  the  report  from  which  the  last  extract  was 
taken.    Eiiu,  BrtUe. 

We  fully  concur  in  the  following,  which  was  called  fortli  by  the  remarks  of  Comp. 
Hbndxbson,  of  Kentucky,  upon  the  action  taken  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia, 
in  attending  the  services  at  the  cemetery  on  Memorial  Day. 
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This  is  the  old  fight  of  Sentiment  vs.  Principle.  The  sentiment  which  prompts  the 
desire  to  decorate  the  graves  of  the  dead  soldiers  of  the  Lost  Cause  is  most  noble, 
and  we  can  well  anderutand  bow,  when  once  the  qaestion  is  asked,  *' Will  the  Grand 
Chapter  take  part  in  the  ceremonies?^'  it  becomes  a  very  difficnlt  thing  to  answer 
"  No/'  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  grand  principle,  as  we  understand  it,  involved. 
Masonry  knows  no  sect,  no  religion,  no  party.  It  is  contrary  to  its  teachings  and  its 
policy  to  show  Masonic  honors  to  any  but  Masons  and  Masonic  occasions,  and  no  one 
will  contend  that  in  participating  in  the  services  incident  to  the  celebration  of  Memo- 
rial Day,  we  do  so  to  show  Masonic  honors  to  Masons,  or  because  it  is  a  Masonic  occa- 
sion. The  same  question  comes  up  for  decision  every  year  in  some  one  or  more  of  the 
Grand  Bodies  of  Masons.    In  the  North  the  question  is :  "  Can — — — Commandery,  or 

Chapter,  or  Lodge,  turn  out  as  escort  to Post,  on  Decoration  Day?*'    In  the 

South  the  question  is :  "  Can Commandery,  Chanter,  or  Lodge  participate  in  the 

services  to  be  held  in  memory  of  the  dead  of  the  Lost  Cause  on  Memorial  Day."  In  the 
North  the  question  asked  there  has  been  answered  in  the  affirmative  and  the  negative. 
We  donbt  not  that  the  same  thing  has  occurred  in  the  South.  We  hold  to  the  opinion 
that  such  displays  and  parades  by  Masonic  bodies,  no  matter  where  they  occur,  are 
unmasonic  and  should  be  stopped.  Masonic  parades  are  getting  too  cheap  and  too 
common,  anyhow,  the  result  of  an  unwise  influx  of  members,  who  would  have  found 
many  more  suitable  occasions  for  displav  and  parade  if  they  had  joined  military  or 
fire  companies ;  and  when  we  hear  and  read  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  a 
great  State  like  that  of  New  York,  parading  as  one  of  a  delegation  of  Freemasons,  in 
we  funeral  train  of  an  open  aad  avowed  enemy  of  Freemasonry,  we  do  think  that  it 
is  time  to  create  in  the  Masonic  brotherhood  a  sentiment  averse  to  Masonic  parades, 
except  on  Masonic  occasions.  This  is  the  only  wise  and  safe  rule,  and  any  other 
will  lead  us  to  venture  in  any  and  all  popular  civic  displays. 

The  views  of  Comp.  Clifton,  upon  most  subjects,  are  so  much  in  accord  with 
our  own,  that  we  are  pleased  to  see  he  was  again  appointed  Chairman  ol  the  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence,  so  that  we  may  hear  more  from  him,  and,  if  he  should 
stretch  his  notice  of  California  just  a  little  in  his  next,  we  shall  not  object. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.    Address:  Jackson. 

The  next  Annnal  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Grenada,  on  the  fifth  day 
of  February,  1878. 

MISSOUBL 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri  held  its  thirty -first  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city 
of  St.  Louis  on  the  fourth  day  of  October,  1877,~the  M.\  E.\  Joseph  S.  Brownp, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  B.\  E.\  John  W.  Luke  being  Grand  Secretary. 
Sixty-five  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  death  of  the  lamented  Grand  Secretary  is  thus  annonnced  in  the  Address  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest  :— 

Since  our  last  Annual  Convocation,  our  Grand  Chapter  has  met  with  an  irreparable 
loss  in  the  death  of  our  well  beloved  Companion,  George  Frank  G.uley,  late  Grand 
Secretary  and  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  who  was  killed  at  the  destruc- 
tion by  nre  of  the  Southern  Hotel,  in  this  city,  April  Uth,  18*^7.  He  was,  in  every 
sense,  a  good  and  true  man  and  Mason.  "  None  knew  him  but  to  love  him."  In  the 
hearts  of  his  companions,  his  many  virtues  will  truly  be  on  pei'petual  record. 

B,'.  E.'.  Comp.  John  W.  Luke  was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term. 
Three  dispensations  to  form  new  Chapters  were  granted.    He  eulogizes  the  Grand 
Lecturer,  as  follows  :— 

The  Report  of  Right  Excellent  Companion  Allan  McDowell,  Grand  Lecturer  for 
the  past  year,  is  herewith  submitted.  I  would  recommend  that  it  be  printed  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  A  fervent  and  zealous  worker,  a  faithful  and  effi- 
cient teacher,  and  withal  a  pleasant  genial  companion,  to  him  is  mostly  due  the  uni- 
formity in  working  the  ritual  in  the  Capitular  degrees  throughout  this  grand  jurisdic- 
tion. 

He  decided  that  "It  is  not  necessary  to  have  a  dispensation  for  a  Chapter  to 
appear  in  a  public  procession  (U  mcht  or  to  hold  public  installation  of  its  officers." 
In  the  first  part  of  this  decision  we  cannot  concur.  We  think  a  wholesome  restraint 
should  be  placed  upon  the  tendency  to  public  parades,  and  frequent  exhibitions  of 
showy  regalias  npon  the  streets,  which  is  becoming  altogether  too  decided  ia  the 
Order,  • 
A  cordial  recognition  w&a  extended  to  \^«  Qii^iACiVv^XAx  ^1  (Vi<ibec, 
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The  Grand  Treasarer  reports  the  comfortable  balance  of  $4495  36  on  the  right 
side  of  the  ledger. 

A  resolation,  having  for  its  object  a  change  in  the  time  of  holding  the  Annaal 
Convocations,  from  October  to  May,  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  forty  to  twenty-one. 

A  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars  was  made  to  a  companion  in  need,  which  act 
of  charity  is  to  be  commended.  The  annual  is  adorned  with  a  fine  steel  engraved 
portrait  of  the  late  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Georob  Frank  Goulet,  whose  melan- 
choly and  tragical  end  has  caused  a  thrill  of  sympathy  and  sorrow  throughout  the 
Masonic  world. 

An  intetesting  account  is  also  given  of  the  funeral  ceremonies,  addresses,  reports, 
-etc.,  incident  to  the  sad  event. 

The  following  biographical  sketch  will  be  interesting  to  all  who  ever  knew  or 
have  heard  of  its  distinguished  subject : — 

At  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Missouri,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  memorial  being  prepared  for  presentation  to  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  be  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  published  with  the 
proceedings  in  honor  of  the  memory  o(  E.'.  E,\  Comp.  George  Frank  Gouley. 


MEMORIAL  SEBYICB. 

During  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  on  the  11th 
dflry  of  October,  1877.  at  the  hour  specially  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  the  Committee 
on  Memorial,  through  M.'.  W.\  Bro.  Thomas  E.  Garrett,  presented,  as  their  report, 
the  following  touching  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Ji,;  W.'.  Bro.  George  Frank 
Gouley  :— 

biographical. 

Bro.  George  Frank  Gouley  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  capacity  and  attain- 
ment. He  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  February  15, 1832,  and  was  forty-five 
5 ears  of  age.  He  received  a  good  academic  education,  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
AMES  A.  Bayard,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Soon  after  he  went  to  Washington 
and  filled  a  position  in  the  land  department  from  1858  to  I860.  He  was  for  a  time 
private  secretary  to  Stephen  A.  Douglas  (who  was  a  Mason),  and  became  well 
acquainted  with  the  public  men  of  the  country  and  national  politics.  About  1861  he 
came  West,  and  was  a  short  time  in  Nebraska  on  business  connected  with  public 
lands.  Returning  thence  to  St.  Louis,  he  engaged  in  the  commission  business  for  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  entered  the  service  of  Messrs.  Berthold,  Smith,  &  Co.,  as 
book-keeper. 

Bro.  Gouley  was  a  very  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and, 
through  his  zeal  and  activity  as  a  Mason,  a  new  career  soon  opened  to  him  in  St. 
Louis.  He  was  made  a  Mason  during  his  residence  in  Washington.  Soon  after 
settling  in  St.  Louis,  he  became  a  member  of  Missouri  Lodge,  No.  1,  St.  Louis  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  8,  and  St.  Louis  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights  Templars.  In  1864 
he  became  the  assistant  of  Bro.  Anthony  O'Sullivan,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Masonic  Bodies  of  Missouri,  and  immediately  after  Bro.  0'Sullivan*s  death,  in  1866, 
Bro.  Gouley  was  choften  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Ancient,  Free,  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Missouri,  to  wtiich  position  he  has  been  annually  elected  ever 
since.  He  also  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary  and  Recorder  of  all  the 
other  Masonic  Bodies  of  the  York  Rite,  and  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  various 
Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  year  after  year,  for  eleven  successive  years. 
Bro.  Gouley  was  Past  Master  of  his  Lodge,  Past  Commander  of  his  Commandery, 
and  also  a  Past  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  of  Mis- 
souri. He  filled  all  of  his  Masonic  offices  with  marked  ability  and  honor,  and  per- 
formed all  his  Masonic  duties  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  He  was  an  acknowledged  power 
in  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  Missouri,  and  won  a  national  reputation  as  a  Masonic 
writer.  For  several  years  he  edited  and  published,  in  St.  Louis,  Tfie  Freemason^  a 
Masonic  journal,  which  gained  a  wide  circulation  and  influence  among  the  Craft. 
This  magazine  was  recently  merged  into  the  Voice  of  Masonry,  of  which  Bro.  Gouley 
become  a  regular  contributor.  Last  fall  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  illness,  and  for  a 
time  his  life  hung  in  the  balance,  but  he  had  fully  recovered  from  this,  and  was  again 
enjoying  robust  health.  Bro.  Goulky  had  a  very  original  and  active  mind — was  a 
master  of  Masonic  law,  a  fluent  speaker,  and  a  strong  writer.  He  was  of  an  essen- 
tially charitable  nature,  and  no  appeal  for  aid  was  ever  made  to  him  in  vain.  Figura- 
tively speaking,  his  heart  was  bigger  than  his  body.  Bro.  Gkobge  Frank  Goulby 
was  in  the  prime  of  life  and  usefulness,  and  his  tragic  death  will  be  widely  mourned 
by  the  Masonic  Fraternity  thoughout  the  land. 
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The  name  is  amon^  the  most  familiar  in  Masonic  records  during  the  last  ten  years. 
In  its  very  characters  there  is  a  kind  of  sunshine,  typical  of  the  man  who  bore  it.  >It 
is  a  trinity  of  good  fellowship,  standing  for  a  strong  social,  mental,  charitable  person- 
ality. 

Gborob  Frank  Goulet  is  Dead. 

Bat  what  beantifnl,  fadeless  memories  cling  to  his  name,  like  garlands  of  ever- 
green, and  how  many  good,  brave  deeds  stand  to  its  credit  in  the  pages  of  his  life 
and  labors ! 

The  newspapers  have  given  the  details  of  his  death  and  bnrial,  and  these  have 
gone  to  the  remotest  confines  of  civilization,  but  there  is  still  an  intimate  heart  history 
to  be  written,  to  satisfy  the  hunger  of  long-time  friends,  who  knew,  admired,  and 
loved  the  man.  His  friends  called  him  Frank,  and  this  familiar,  brotherly  name  was 
also  the  key  of  his  character.  Transparent  frankness  was  the  touchstone  of  his 
nature,  which  invited  intimacy,  and  encouraged  free  interchange  of  thought  between 
himself  and  all  who  approached  him  as  friends.  He  revealed  himself  at  once,  and 
fully,  and  his  hearty,  uonest  words  paved  the  way  to  safe  companionship  and  com* 
munication. 

Frank  Goulby*8  face  was  the  reflex  of  his  soul.  It  radiated  sunlight,  and  illumi- 
nated the  whole  circle  of  his  presence  with  a  most  charming  cheerfolncFs.  It  was 
never  shaded  with  a  sombre  cloud,  and  always  shown  with  its  richest  lustre  where 
such  influences  were  needed  to  light  the  depths  of  sorrow  and  distress.  At  the  sick- 
bed, in  the  chamber  of  death,  his  air  was  tenderly  sympathetic,  while  his  presence 
was  a  beacon  light  in  the  gloom.  And  yet.  sunny  as  it  shown,  his  whole  counte- 
nance was  a  type  of  decision  and  firmness.  While  it  was  beaming  tenderness,  it  was 
pictured  power.  While  it  was  a  dial  of  good  humor  at  all  points  of  the  compasi>,  the 
index  of  an  iron  will  was  fixed,  and  pointed  as  inflexibly  to  the  integrity  of  principle, 
as  the  needle  points  to  the  North  Star.  Such  qualities  of  heart  and  brain  constituted 
a  many  sided  character,  and  a  unit  of  commanding  personality. 

Geokoe  Frank  Gouley  was  a  safe  counselor  and  a  ti  ue  friend.  In  his  heart,  friend- 
ship was  the  crystallization  of  all  the  moral  virtues,  and  he  wore  it  as  a  priceless  jewel. 
He  unconsciously  gave  the  impression  that  each  of  his  chosen  companions  was  his 
most  intimate  friend,  and  this  was  strictly  true,  for  his  open  nature  concealed  no 
secrets  from  any  of  them.  The^  all  knew  him  in  the  same  way  and  in  the  same  degree. 
They  read  the  open  book  of  his  life,  thought  by  thought,  act  by  act,  page  by  page. 
It  was  manly,  clear  and  consistent,  and  no  passage  is  left,  to  be  explained  by  any  com- 
mentator. It  is  compact  of  earnest,  effective,  ftolid  work,  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
many  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Masonic  brotherhood.  His  own  work  is  his  own  monu- 
ment, and  nothing  that  any  friend  can  write  can  add  to  it  a  single  needed  embellish- 
ment.   The  best  that  can  be  done  is  to  point  out  its  harmonious  proportions. 

George  Frank  Gouley  had  ambition.  It  was  to  be  instrumental  in  doing  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number.  In  him  this  quality  had  no  trace  of  selfishness, 
except  the  gratification  of  self-approval.  He  had  the  mental  force  and  the  culture  to 
recommend  him  to  positions  whicn  offered  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  dearest  aspira- 
tions. He  held  many  responsible  Masonic  offices,  which  sought  him,  and  which  he 
filled  with  honor.  He  was  finally  installed  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri,  and  took  the  corresponding  position  in  all  the  other  Masonic  Grand  Bodies; 
and  the  records  of  these  for  ten  years  are  the  evidences  of  his  character  and  stand- 
ing in  his  Masonic  home. 

His  work  in  the  department  of  Foreign  Correspondence  gave  him  and  the  Grand 
Bodies  a  national  reputation,  of  which  Missouri  Masons  are  proud. 

The  Secretary  was  a  man  of  broad  views  ;  tied  to  no  creed,  he  respected  all.  He 
had  a  truly  catholic  mind.  He  recognized  the  universal  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the 
universal  brotherhood  of  man.  He  was  at  the  same  time  speculative  and  practicaL 
His  dream  was  of  human  progress  and  the  final  emancipation  of  man  from  Error. 
His  work- days  were  spent  in  the  search  for  truth,  and  the  recognition  of  its  majesty 
employed  his  tongue  and  pen.  In  him  the  Masonic  Fraternity  lost  one  of  its  moat 
enlightened  members,  one  of  its  strongest  pillars,  and  one  of  its  most  zealous  workers. 
The  Masons  of  Missouri  feel  that  they  have  been  instructed  by  his  wisdom,  supported 
by  his  strength,  and  embellished  by  the  beauty  of  his  work.  The  principles  of  Free- 
masonry had  so  thoroughly  permeated  his  mind  and  heart  and  being,  that  charity  was 
the  essential  product  of  his  nature.  He  did  nothing  from  a  cold  sense  of  duty ;  every- 
thing for  love.  His  heart  was  in  all  his  work,  and  he  did  it  well.  Charity  was  the 
lever  by  which  he  raised  a  crushing  weight  from  many  a  spirit  which  lives  to  mourn 
his  loss.  He  gave  of  his  means  to  the  very  extent  of  his  ability,  to  exercise  the  divinest 
attribute  of  his  nature.  In  his  death  the'poor  lost  a  friend  ;  humanity,  an  ornament; 
the  community  which  he  adorned,  a  valuable  citizen;  his  personal  friends,  a  golden 
heart ;  and  the  Fraternity  of  Freemasons,  an  example  of  the  best  fruits  of  the  great 
Masonic  brotherhood. 

George  Frank  Gouley  treated  the  natural  change  of  death  in  a  philosophical  spirit, 
and  he  often  conversed  cheerfully  with  his  friends  of  his  own  life's  end.  Whi.e  con- 
templating the  dark  shadow  which  must  finally  envelope  all,  he  was  radiant  with  hia 
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own  eseential  SDnshine.  Death  had  no  terrors  for  him,  bnt  a  long,  helpless  illness  had , 
and  he  hoped  he  would  be  spared  soch  an  ordeal.  He  wanted  his  cliange  to  be  sud- 
den, and  he  had  an  abiding  premonition  that  it  would  be.  So  it  came.  He  leaped  the 
bounds  of  time  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health,  and  solved  the  enigma  of  eternity 
in  an  instant.  His  manhood  was  at  once  in  its  bloom,  and  fruit,  and  prime.  There 
were  many  years  of  valuable  work  in  him,  and  we  compute  these  years,  and  the  asso- 
ciations they  would  have  yielded,  in  our  loss.  "  Frank^'  is  gone,  but  his  life-work  and 
memory  will  live  with  us,  crowned  with  his  own  perpetual  sunshine.  It  was  his  often 
expressed  desire  that  his  friends  should  remember  him,  not  mourn  for  him ;  but  how 
can  human  nature,  brought  to  the  test,  practice  such  cool  and  pure  philosophv.  Thou- 
sands of  his  brethren,  who  came  annually  to  St.  Louis,  and  sought  the  cordial  grasp 
of  his  hand  first,  will  come  again  and  look  for  him  in  his  accustomed  place  in  vain. 
Thev  will  feel  an  aching  sense  of  desolation  that  Frank  Ooulry  is  not  of  the  living 
world.  No  other  hand-clasp  can  ever  replace  his.  No  other  smile  can  ever  light  up 
a  mutual  friendship  like  his.  No  other  tongue  can  ever  utter  the  cheery  music  of  his 
voice.    He  is  sunshine  in  memory  alone. 

Bro.  Georoe  Frank  Gouley's  funeral  ceremonies  were  most  solemn  and  imposing. 
It  was  on  a  Sunday  evening  we  laid  him  away  to  rest.  The  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
officiated  in  the  hall  and  at  the  tomb.  The  body  had  been  lying  in  state  for  two  days, 
and  a  constant  stream  of  visitors  poured  into  the  hall  and  around  the  casket.  The 
dead  face  wore  much  of  its  natural  expresj<ion.  His  picture,  in  which  the  artist  had 
caught  his  accustomed  smile,  was  near.  It  was  a  juxtaposition  of  life  and  death  in 
effect.  Simple  and  stirring  words  were  pronounced  to  the  densely  packed  mass  of 
people,  and  the  still  air  carried  the  sounds  through  the  open  windows  to  the  more 
densely  packed  masses  in  the  streets.  At  length  the  great  procession  moved,  and  all 
along  the  line  of  march^nearly  two  miles — to  the  carriages  in  waiting,  the  silent 
throngs  stood  with  uncovered  heads.  The  doors,  windows  and  house-tops  were  fnll 
of  interested  faces,  and  manv  were  the  tearful  eyes.  There  was  just  room,  and  no 
more,  for  the  hearse  to  pass  through  the  lines  of  the  populace,  and  the  whole  city  may 
be  said  to  have  attended  George  Frank  Gouley's  rnneral.  The  train  moved  slowly 
to  Bellefontaine.  The  cemeterv  was  transformed  into  a  city  of  the  living.  The  receiv- 
ing tomb,  where  the  body  was  to  be  deposited,  is  on  a  northern  hill-side,  covered  with 
budding  trees.  The  shadows  of  evening  were  creeping  up  the  hill  as  the  procession 
wound  around  its  base,  and  ascended  by  a  circuitous  roadway.  The  hill  was  already 
crowded  with  people  waiting  to  witness  the  last  rites.  A  dark  cloud,  which  had  hid- 
den the  sun's  face,  moved  away,  and  the  scene  on  the  hill  side  was  gloriously  illum- 
inated by  the  evening's  richest  golden  rays.  It  was  a  quiet  interview  with  Nature,  in 
her  moat  majestic  mood.  As  the  train  tramped  slowly  up,  the  band  of  the  Knights 
Templars  toned  a  funeral  dirge,  and  the  silence  of  solitude  was  broken. 

we  laid  the  body  awav  in  the  tomb,  and  left  all  that  remains  of  our  friend  and 
Brother,  Gbobge  Frank  Gouley,  in  the  hill-side,  the  sunset  beams  gilding  his  tomb. 
The  last  scene  called  to  mind  the  sunshine  of  Frank's  life. 

The  addresses  delivered  upon  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  this  distinguished  Ma- 
aon  were  full  of  eloquence  and  true  fraternal  sentiment,  and  show  the  loving  estima- 
tion in  which  he  was  held  by  his  brethren.  We  can  only  offer  our  heart-felt  sympathy 
with  our  Companions  of  Missouri  in  the  great  loss  they  have  sustained,  which  loss  is 
shared  by  the  whole  Masonic  Fraternity.    May  our  loss  be  his  eternal  gain. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  the  Grand  Seretary,  Comp, 
John  W.  Lukx,  although  the  greater  portion  of  it  was  prepared  by  Comp.  Gouley 
before  his  death.    We  extract  the  following  touching  introductory  : — 

When  we  last  assembled  in  Grand  Convocation,  how  impossible  it  seemed  that  the 
one  of  all  others  whom  we  expected  always  to  meet  with  his  cheerful  Broile  and 
pleasant  greeting,  would,  when  we  again  met  together,  be  absent.  Ala^t.  death,  lov- 
ing a  sbiniug  mark,  hath  taken  him  away,  not  through  the  wasting  process  of  disease, 
not  in  the  presence  of  friends  waiting  with  bated  breath,  as  life  ebbed  slowly  away, 
bat,  roused  from  his  midnight  {^lumbers,  appalled  and  bewildered  during  the  few 
moments  which  were  to  be  his  last  on  earth,  isolated,  but  in  the  sight  of  an  agonized 
multitude  of  friends,  with  the  fierce  flames  crackling  above,  beneath  and  behind,  and 
casting  a  lurid  glare  upon  the  faces  of  thousands  of  men  powerless  to  Fave,  such  was 
the  terrible  scene  in  which  closed  the  life  of  our  Companion  George  Frank  Gouley, 
Grand  Secretary,  and  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

As  the  curtain  falls  upon  this  mournful  tragedy,  let  us  at  least  be  thankful  that  for 
him,  his  sufferings  were  but  of  short  duration,  and  let  us  believe  that  before  the  day- 
light dawned  upon  the  desolated  spot  which  bad  been  his  death  bed.  he  had  passed 
from  his  labors  on  earth  into  the  unclouded  light  of  a  glorious  eternity. 

Let  us  consign  to  the  past  all  recollection  of  pain,  sorrow,  faults,  or  foibles,  and 
let  us  hang  upon  memory  s  walls  only  pictures  of  him  in  the  heyday  of  his  manhood 
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showing  forth  hfs  kindness,  generosity,  faithful  labors,  and  devotion  to  the  principles 
of  Rojal  Arch  Masonry,  brought  into  stronger  relief  by  the  usual  imperfections  of 
human  nature. 

The  record  of  proceedings  of  this  Convocation  will  show  the  estimation  in  which 
our  companion,  as  Grand  Becretary,  was  held,  and  how  much  his  loss  is  felt  by  each 
and  ail  of  us.  not  in  this  jurisdiction  only,  but  throughout  the  land. 

Those  who  looked  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  Reports  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence furnished  by  him,  will  indeed  rejoice  that  the  report  which  is  now  submitted, 
was  chiefly  prepared  by  him,  and  the  writer,  in  undertaking  to  complete  the  report, 
considered  himself,  as  well  as  the  readers  of  it,  fortunate  in  having  so  much  manu- 
script already  prepared. 

Called  upon  suddenly  to  assume  this  duly,  with  other  work  requiring  close  and 
constant  attention,  the  writer  only  asks  for  impartial  judgment  upon  his  portion  of 
this  work,  and  some  allowance  for  its  being  necessarily  in  juxtaposition  wiih  the 
labors  of  him  who  was  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  par  excdlence,  our 
deceased  companion  and  friend,  Geoboe  Frank  GociJEr. 

The  proceedings  of  forty-siz  Grand  Bodies  are  reviewed,  including  those  of  Ireland 
and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England.  Brief  notices  are  also  given  of  Scotland, 
Italy,  Brazil,  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  Continent  of  Europe.  California,  for  1876  and  1877, 
receives  fraternal  notice.  The  notice  of  1876,  was  written  by  Comp.  Gouley  himself, 
while  that  for  1877,  is  from  the  pen  of  Oomp.  Luke  ;  and  from  the  specimens  of  his 
work  presented,  we  conclude  that  the  mantle  of  Comp.  Goclet  has  fallen  upon  no 
unworthy  shoulders. 

He  quotes  from  Oomp.  Abell's  address  that  portion  relative  to  the  necessity  of 
proficiency  in  the  preceding  degrees  before  advancement,  and  says  "  the  suggestions 
are  well  timed,'*  and  he  hopes  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  at  the  next  Annual 
Convocation,  will  report  in  such  a  way  as  will  carry  them  into  effect,  although  he 
thinks  the  suggestions  somewhat  radical  in  their  requirements. 

He  also  quotes  from  our  Grand  Lecturer's  report,  the  paragraph  relative  to  the 
levity  sometimes  displayed  in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  commends  it  to 
the  consideration  of  all  the  Chapters. 

The  following,  which  is  good  enough  to  be  ours,  but  which  don't  belong  to  ns,  we 
are  credited  with  : — 

During  my  administration  as  your  presiding  officer,  I  ha^'e  endeavored  (and  I 
believe  with  some  degree  of  success)  to  eliminate  those  parasites  of  mirth  and  levity, 
which,  in  some  of  our  Chapters,  are  suffered  to  mar  the  beauty  and  sublimity  of  two 
important  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry.  Indeed,  I  find  some  companions  who 
believe  that  these  excrescences  are  a  part  of  the  work  and  ritual  which  the  candidate 
must  necessarily  endure  before  he  can  be  permitted  to  see  the  glories  of  the  inner 
sanctuary.  I  wish  I  could  impress  my  companions  with  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  true  work  that  would  detract  in  the  least  from  the  character  of  those  confer- 
ring the  degrees,  or  give  offense  to  the  most  sensitive  and  refined  mind  in  the  person 
of  a  canfFidate.  Every  step  taken  in  the  ladder  of  Masonry,  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest  degree,  is  intended  to  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  candidate  an  important  les- 
son in  the  most  impressive  manner;  anything  contrary  to  this  principle  will  be 
found,  upon  investigation,  to  have  no  part  or  place  in  the  work  or  ritual  of  any  of  the 
degrees.  Yon  would  not  deem  it  necessary,  when  showing  your  farm  to  a  friend  or 
companion,  to  lead  him  throagb  bogs  or  ditches,  or  over  rough  and  stony  ground,  to 
convince  him  that  such  places  exist  upon  your  premise<i.  These  you  could  describe 
as  you  pass  along,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  your  oral  description  would  have  a  bet- 
ter, if  nut  more  abiding,  influence  upon  his  mind  than  it  would  if  you  had  persisted  in 
taking  him  through  aad  over  them.  At  least  he  would  leave  your  farm  with  a  better 
idea  of  its  value,  and  a  mure  exalted  opinion  of  you  as  a  companion  and  gentleman. 
This  simile  may  not  be  applicable  to  many  of  the  Chapters  represented  here  to-day, 
but  if  there  are  those  to  whom  it  does  apply,  I  trust  that  due  reflection  on  the  part  of 
the  companions,  and  the  good  sense  and  firmness  of  the  High  Priests,  will  remove 
the  blemish  from  our  works. 

He  concludes  by  exhibiting  a  commendable  spirit  of  concession,  and  we  recom- 
mend him  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  "  Mutuals."    He  says : — 

With  all  due  deference  to  the  opinions  of  those  who  may  disagree  with  us,  we  are 
ready  and  willing,  for  good  reasons  and  sound  arguments,  whenever  presented,  to 
modify  or  change  any  views  heretofore  expressed,  if  convinced  that  the  principles 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  will  not  be  prejudiced  thereby. 
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The  M.:  E.:  William  R.  Stubblbfikld  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
R,\  E.\  John  W.  Luks  was  elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  St.  Loaia. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Lonis,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  October,  1878. 

NEBRASKA. 

The  tenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Tecamseh  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  1876,— the  M.;  E.\  Charles  F. 
Goodman,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E.\  William  R.  Bowcn  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Thirteen  sabordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

In  his  Address  the  Grand  High  Priest  congratulates  his  companions  upon  the 
harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  Royal  Craft  throughout  that  jurisdiction,  and,  as  an 
evidence  of  that  prosperity,  he  instances  the  erection  of  a  fine  Masonic  Hall  at 
Omaha,  and  indulges  the  hope  that  the  future  has  even  brighter  prospects  in  store 
for  them. 

"So  mote  it  be." 

He  announced  the  death  of  Comp.  John  Blake,  Past  High  Priest  of  BroimviUe 
Chapter,  No.  4,  and  recommended  that  a  monrning  page  be  inscribed  to  his  memory, 
which  suggestion  was  adopted. 

Two  dispensations  were  issued  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters. 

He  reports  that  his  labors  as  Grand  High  Priest  had  been  light,  and  that,  although 
many  questions  of  law  and  usage  had  been  submitted  to  him,  they  were  all  so  clearly 
answered  by  the  written  law  as  to  render  reference  to  them  unnecessary. 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  whose  intelligent  physiognomy  forma 
the  frontispiece  to  the  Annual,  we  extract  the  following : — 

The  Grand  Lodge  and  Commandery  of  Nebraska  have  adopted  a  system  of  making 
up  a  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  from  reports  obtained  from  the  Representa- 
tives to  and  from  those  bodies.  Believing  such  system  will  result  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  your  Secretary  issued  the  following  circular,  in  response  to 
which  a  number  of  Representatives  to  and  from  the  Grand  Chapter  have  responded  ; 
and  it  is  recommended  that  these  reports  be  printed  with  the  proceedings  of  this 
session.    Next  year  the  system  will  be  more  fully  adopted : — 

Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 

Grand  Secretary's  Office, 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Oct.  15,  A.  D.  1876,  A.  I.  2406. 

Companion  :~You  are  requested  to  transmit  to  this  office,  before  November  loth 
next,  a  synopsis  or  digest  of  the  proceedings  and  leading  decisions  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  which  you  are  the  Representative. 

This  course  is  in  pursuance  of  the  Nebraska  system  already  adopted  in  its  Grand 
Lodge  and  Grand  Commandery,  and  which  I  shall  recommend  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
for  adoption  at  its  next  session.  These  reports  will  be  consolidated  and  arranged  as 
the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  ;  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  thus  to  secure  a 
full,  interesting,  and  useful  review  of  the  doings  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  America. 

Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  tins  communication,  and  advise  me  of  your 
proposed  action. 

Cordially  yours, 

William  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  congratulate  our  companions  of  Nebraska  upon  their  ingenuity  in  devising 
this  novel  method  of  utilizing  these  illustrious  sinecurists.  Who  now  will  say  that  the 
Representative  system  is  useless  and  of  no  practical  benefit?  Who  now  will  begrudge 
the  noble  army  of  Representatives  the  "empty  honors"  conferred  upon  them.  Let 
Michigan  and  others  who  have  denounced  and  rejected  the  Representative  system 
"  hide  their  diminished  heads." 

We  cudgeled  our  brains  for  a  long  time  to  find  a  reasonable  argument  in  favor  of 
the  system,  and  we  thought  we  had  succeeded,  as  the  one  we  adduced  converted 
even  old  Massachusetts  to  the  faith  ;  but  we  surrender;  we  take  a  back  seat.  It  was 
left  for  Nebraska  to  cap  the  climax,  to  put  a  clincher  upon  the  success  of  the  system, 
and  our  brief  honors  fade  from  us  like  the  "  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,"  or  a  dream, 
or  anything  else  that  is  volatile  and  evanescent. 
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The  plan,  however,  Beems  to  have  been  only  parUally  sacceasfal,  for  the  Orand 
Secretary  says  :— 

Although  all  the  Representativen  have  not  made  the  desired  reports,  a  better 
result  is  anticipated  for  each  sacceeding  year ;  and  as  the  main  object  is  to  instraci 
and  benefit  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nebraska,  these  few  reports  are  submitted  with 
the  hope  that  a  small  loaf  will  be  found  better  than  no  bread. 

Reports  were  received  from  nine  States ;  in  some  instances  for  two  years,  and  we 
notice  that  where  this  occurs,  each  year  is  written  by  a  different  Representative.  Does 
Nebraska  change  her  Representatives  annually  ? 

Seriously,  we  do  not  think  this  plan  will  prove  successful.  Such  reports  mast 
necessarily  be  incomplete,  because  tidings  will  be  received  only  from  those  jurisdio- 
tions  in  which  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska  is  represented.  Secondly,  because 
the  reports  of  Representatives,  judging  from  those  we  have  before  us,  will  simply 
consist  of  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Body  to  which  they  are 
accredited,  without  note  or  comment  And  lastly,  should  the  Representatives  be  dis- 
posed to  indulge  in  the  expression  of  their  opinion  upon  questions  at  issue,  they 
would,  in  many  instances,  be  criticising  their  own  acts,  and  would,  therefore,  be  dis- 
qualified from  giving  an  impartial  decision.  What  is  wanted  in  Reports  on 
Correspondence,  is  a  clear  statement  of  such  transactions  of  the  various  Grand 
Bodies  as  is  of  general  interest,  with  intelligent,  impartial,  and  courteous  comments 
thereon,  stated  from  a  disinterested  stand-point,  and  divested  of  local  views  and 
prejudices.  This  cannot  be  accomplished  by  such  reports  as  Nebraska  proposes  to 
adopt.  Expenses  may  be  reduced  thereby,  but  the  craving  appetite  for  light  and 
knowledge  will  not  be  satisfied  with  such  weak  nourishment. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  was 
adopted : — 

Jiesolved,  That  as  a  standing  regulation  b^  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  for  the  govern- 
ment of  constituent  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  that  when  a  companion  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  hailing  from  another  Grand  Jurisdiction,  affiliates  with  a  constituent  Chapter 
in  this  State, lie  brings  with  him,  as  of  right,  all  the  official  honors,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges to  which  he  would  be  entitled,  had  the  same  been  conferred  upon  him  in  this 
i'urisdiction ;  and  that  such  official  honors,  rights,  and  privileges  be,  and  are 
lereby  fully  acknowledged,  and  recognized,  and  respected  by  both  the  con- 
stituent Chapters  in  this  State,  and  by  this  Grand  Body.  Provided :  The  honors 
involved  are  of  a  generally  acknowledged  Masonic  character,  and  are  officially  certi- 
fied by  the  sister  Body  conferring  the  same. 

The  sum  of  sixty  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  snitable 
testimonial  for  the  Grand  Secretary.  Good :  it  is  an  honor  well  deserved ;  may  other 
jvriadictUms  profit  by  so  commendable  an  example.  We  donH  mean  California — of 
c  ourse  not. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  report  that  peace  and  harmony  prevaO  throughout 
the  jurisdiction. 

In  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  under  the  head  of  Ohio,  we  find  the  following 
on  the  subject  of  uniformity  of  work,  in  which  we  fully  concur.  It  is  from  the  pen 
of  Comp.  RoBEBT  W.  FuBNAS,  Grand  Representative,  who  says : — 

We  agree  with  Companion  Bubchker,  with  all  our  heart,  in  his  agreement  with 
Companion  Corson,  of  New  Jersey,  in  his  review  of  Florida,  on  the  subject  of  "  Uni- 
formity of  Work."  We  do  not  believe  that  **  Uniformity  of  Work  "  consists  in  dotting 
every"!"  and  crossing  every  '*t"  in  matter  of  phraseology.  Companion  Corson 
speaks  so  nearly  the  words  we  would  use,  that  we  quote  them,  as  follows: — 

"  In  the  first  place  absolute  uniformity  in  language  is  utterly  unattainable.  No  two 
men  can  tell  the  same  story  in  the  same  words.  Matthew,  Mark.  Luke,  and  Johk, 
all  give  the  same  history  of  the  Master's  life,  but  they  do  not  use  the  same  langnai^e. 
For  twenty  years  we  have  heard  enthusiasts,  honest  but  crazy,  advocate  the  necessity 
of  absolute  uniformity  of  work';  we  have  heard  it  repeated  over  and  over  again  that 
uniformity  was  the  vital  essence  which  alone  can  give  life,  health  and  strength  to 
Masonry ;  we  have  known  Grand  Lecturers  who  have  been  almost  paralyzed  with 
horror,  if  they  heard  an  *  if,*  *  and,'  *  but,'  *  to,'  or  '  or,'  misplaced,  as  if  the  whole  fab- 
ric of  Masonry  would  be  shattered  thereby.    We  have  some  knowledge  of  *  Mnemoa* 
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icB/  *  Castodians  of  the  Work,'  •  Keys,'  'Cipherg/  etc.,  and  yet  we  never  knew,  we 
never  heard  of,  any  jurisdiction  where  this  will-o'-the-wisp  was  secured.  It  is  right 
and  proper  that  a  certain  amount  of  uniformity  should  be  observed ;  but  when  you 
insist  that  absolutely  the  same  words,  the  same  phrases,  the  same  gesticulations,  the 
same  modulations  of  voice  should  be  used  everywhere  and  by  every  one  who  does  the 
work,  you  make  mere  automatons,  chattering  poll-parrots  of  the  officers,  and  crush 
the  very  life  out  of  Masonry.  In  presenting  our  tithes  of  mint,  anise,  and  cummin  in 
such  minor  and  nnimporttint  matters,  we  neglect  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law. 
In  wasting  our  energies  in  studying  words,  words,  words,  we  have  no  time  to  devote 
to  the  history,  symbolism  and  real  signification  of  Masonry." 

We  will  add.  that  we  have  been  a  Mason  now  near  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Have 
taken  all  the  Degrees,  and  seen  all  the  work  known  in  Masonry  in  this  country,  and 
have  never  yet  seen  a  No.  1  Ritualist,  or  presiding  officer,  confer  the  same  degree 
twice,  using  precisely  the  same  language.  Aside  from  certain  esoteric  portions,  we 
hold  that  precise  language  is  not  essential  in  the  "  work.''  Let  the  ideas  be  given, 
and  the  lessons  taught. 

The  question  of  Temperance  is  dealt  with  quite  at  length  by  Companion  Bubch- 
KER,  as  well  as  in  all  other  jurisdictions  just  now.  Companion  Burohner  sums  the 
whole  matter  up  and  very  nicely  and  sensiblv  "  agrees  with  Nebraska. '  that  Masonry 
is  not  a  school  for  Religion  or  Temperance,  but  at  the  same  time  we  think  she  should, 
on  all  suitable  occasions,  inculcate  oy  precept,  temperance  and  morality  in  their  high- 
est sense.' " 

The  M.\  E.\  Enwnf  F.  Warrxm  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  i2.\  £.', 
William  R.  Bowen  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Omaha. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Omaha  on  the  third  Wed- 
nesday in  December,  1877. 

NEVADA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada  commenced  its  fourth  Annnal  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Virginia  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1877,— the  Mr,  E.\  DeWitt  C. 
McKenney,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  B,\  jEI '.Samuel  W.  CHUBBnoK  being 
Grand  Secretary.  Six  chartered  Chapters  and  one  ander  dispensation  were  repre- 
sented at  the  opening. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  brief  bat  comprehensive  paper.  He 
says  :— 

Peace  and  harmony  prevail  among  the  companions  throughout  onr  jurisdiction, 
and  nothing  has  occurred  to  mar  the  fraternal  feeling  which  should  ever  exist  amonir 
ns,  but  all  seem  actuated  by  that  noble  Masonic  feeling  of  emulation  as  to  who  shall 
best  work  and  best  agree. 

One  dispensation  for  the  .formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  granted. 

Substitutes,  he  says,  should  only  be  used  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  recommends 
that,  when  a  Chapter  deems  it  necessary  to  use  a  snbstitute,  a  dispensation  be 
obtained  for  that  purpose.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  however,  reported 
that,  in  their  opim'on,  no  new  regulations  were  necessary  npon  the  subject,  and  it  was 
BO  ordered. 

He  suggested  a  change  in  their  Constitution,  allowing  the  Council  or  High  Priest 
to  appoint  the  Captain  of  the  Host,  Principal  Sojourner,  Royal  Arch  Captain,  and 
Masters  of  the  Vails,  as  is  done  in  California,  and  this  suggestion  was  adopted.  He 
also  recommended  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  required  to  obtain  from  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  list  of  persons  suspended,  expelled,  and  restored  by 
the  various  subordinate  Lodges,  as  often  as  once  in  each  quarter,  and  communicate 
the  same  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  subordinate  Chapters — stating  that  he  had  received 
information  from  reliable  sources,  that  quite  a  number  of  persons  are  borne  npon  the 
rolls  who  have  been  suspended  by  their  Lodges  for  years. 

In  conclusion,  he  thus  exhorts  his  companions : — 

Let  us  show  our  appreciation  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  by  laboring  to  perpetuate 
them  ;  and  how  can  we  do  this  better  than  by  the  dissemination  of  the  principles  of 
onr  ancient  and  beloved  order? 

Let  us  go  forward  with  renewed  energy,  and  work  hand  to  hand  with  religion,  for 
the  good  ot  our  fellow-men.    When  all  men  shall  be  brought  to  practice  the  precepts 
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of  oar  noble  Order,  love  God  and  their  neip^hbor,  war  will  be  do  longer  thought  of  as 
a  means  of  settling  difficulties,  but  the  blessings  of  peace  will  spread  over  all  the 
earth. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1395  56. 

Gold  mil  Chapter,  under  dispensation,  received  a  charter,  and  was  numbered 
eight  on  the  registry. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  question : 
**  Can  a  companion  exchange  his  mark  for  that  of  a  deceased  companion?  "  reported 
that  it  could  not  be  done.  In  our  opinion,  if  the  mark  was  bequeathed  to  the  com- 
panion by  the  deceased,  he  may  make  the  exchange. 

The  following  iron-clad  amendment  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jarispm- 
dence,  and  although  we  cannot  discover  that  they  made  any  report  upon  it,  we  find 
it  incorporated  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  copied  from  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California : — 

Add  to  Article  XX.  the  following  additional  section : — 

Sec.  7.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  be  a  member  of  some 
Chapter,  and  every  one  who,  having  resided  six  months  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
Chapter,  shiill  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  application  so  to  be,  or  who  shall  not  have 
regularly  contributed  to  such  Chapter  an  amount  equivalent  to  its  regular  dues,  while 
able  so  to  do,  shall  be  deemed  unworthy  of  Masonic-  consideration,  and  not  be 
entitled  to  nor  be  the  recipient  of  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason. 

What  will  some  of  our  eastern  companions  say  to  that? 

The  following  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  the  action 
thereon,  opens  up  some  points  of  interest  to  the  craft  which  will  doubtless  provoke 
considerable  discussion.  The  reports  do  not  exhibit  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  nor  are 
we  cognizant  of  them,  but  it  appears  that  Comp.  DeBbll  iras.  for  some  reason, 
expelled  by  Virginia  Lodge,  No.  8,  and  of  course  his  expulsion  excluded  him  from 
companionship  with  his  Chapter.  He  was  subsequently  restored  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  and'  the  question  appears  to  be — 
what  is  his  status  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  ? 

Majority  and  minority  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  were  pre- 
sented as  follows : — 

Comp.  Jonas  Seelt,  from  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  presented  the  follow- 
ing majority  report: — 

Tothe  M.\  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  JR.  A,  M.  of  Nevada  :— 

The  undersigned,  of  your  Cammittee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Address  of  the  M.:  E.\  Grand  High  Priest  as  refers  to  the  communica- 
tion of  Comp.  Joseph  DeBell  and  the  said  communication,  report  in  respect  to  the 
three  several  inquiries  contained  in  said  communication,  as  follows  :  — 

To  the  first  inquiry,  "Is  the  document  a  certified  copy,  of  which  is  indorsed  a 
dimit,  a  certificate  of  withdrawal,  or  not."  we  answer— it  is  not  a  dimit  or  certificate 
of  withdrawal,  nor  in  the  nature  thereof,  but  is  a  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  Ftr- 
ainia  Chapter,  No.  2,  to  the  effect  that  said  companion,  Joseph  DbBell,  is  a  mem- 
oer  of  said  Chapter. 

To  the  second  inquiry,  "Can  Virginia  Chapter  claim  me  as  a  member  after  hav- 
ing issued  to  Reno  Chapter,  No.  7,  the  indorsed  certificate,'*  we  answer  yes. 

To  the  third  inquiry,  "Am  I  amenable  to  Virginia  Chapter,  No.  2,  for  dues  during 
the  years  above  stated,  or  not,"  we  answer  yes,  after  November  20.  1873— and  this, 
because  le^^ally,  Comp.  Joseph  DeBrll  was  never  expelled  from  Virginia  Chapter, 
No.  2,  except  by  the  action  of  Virginia  Lodge,  No.  3;  and  bv  the  action  of  the 
Grand  l^odge  he  was  restored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Afasonry  on  said  last 
named  day,  and  thereby,  by  operation  of  law,  he  was  restored  to  membership  in 
Virginia  Chapter,  No.  2,  on  said  date ;  but  in  view  of  the  embarrassing  circum- 
stances surrounding  this  case,  we  recommend  that  Virginia  Chapter,  No.  2,  remit  all 
dues  falling  due  from  Comp.  DeBell  prior  to  May  16th.  1876. 


John  D.  HAmcoNO.  [  n^^^n,^ 
James  Seely.         f  <Jo^^^i^^ 


R.\  E.\  David  E.  Baily,  from  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  presented  the 
following  minority  report :— 


1878.] 


GRAND  CHAPTEB  OF  CAUFOBNIA.  429 


2b  the  M.\  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A,  M,  of  Nevada  .•— 

The  anderfligned,  a  minority  of  yoar  Committee  on  Jarisprudence,  begB  leave  to 
report : — 

That  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  said  committee  he  concurs  so  far  as  the  con- 
elusions  arrived  at  by  said  majority  in  the  first  and  second  portions  or  conclusions, 
as  therein  contained.  As  to  the  third  portion  or  conclusion,  and  as  to  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  said  report,  he  begs  leave  respectfully  to  differ. 

He  believes  that  the  action  of  Virginia  Chapter,  No.  2',  in  expelling  Comp. 
DeBell  by  resolution,  and  not  by  trial,  was,  as  it  has  been  pronounced  by  this  Grand 
Body,  a  grave  error.  Nevertheless,  such  action  by  Virginia  Chapter,  although  erro- 
neous, had  the  operation  of  debarring  Comp.  DeBell  from  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  so  debarred  him  for  a  long  time  after  his  restor- 
ation by  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Nevada  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  a  Master  Mason. 

The  undersigned  therefore  believes  that  during  the  time  Comp.  DeBell  was  thus 
debarred  from  the  rij^hts  and  benefits  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  he  should  not  be  held 
accountable  to  Virginia  Chapter,  nor  to  any  other  Chapter,  for  dues,  nor  should  Vir- 
ginia  Chapter  ask  that  such  dues  be  paid. 

If  these  views  be  right,  then  the  recommendation  should  not  be  incorporated  in 
said  majority  report;  nor  should  Comp.  DkBell  be  placed  in  the  attitude  of  a  sup- 
plicant, by  having  his  dues  remitted,  when  we  believe  Virginia  Chapter  had  no 
right  to  charge  those  dues  to  him. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

David  E.  Bailt, 

Of  CommiUee  on  Jurisprudence. 

The  first  and  second  subdivisions  of  the  majority  report  were  adopted ;  but  the 
third  hung  fire  under  debate  until  the  afternoon  session,  when,  a  vote  being  taken 
upon  a  motion  to  adopt,  it  was  lost  by  a  vote  of— ayes,  eleven,  nays,  twelve.  Comp. 
Baily,  author  of  the  minority  report,  then  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  tor 
the  rejected  subdivision,  which  was  adopted : — 

That  daring  the  time  said  Comp.  Joseph  DEBsLLwas  debarred  from  all  the  rights 
and  benetits  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  Virginia  Chapter,  No.  2,  should  not  charge  to 
nor  hold  him  accountable  for  dues,  but  that  such  dues  should  cease  when  his  dis- 
ability occurred,  and  only  commence  again  when  such  disability  was  removed  by 
Virginia  Chapter,  No.  2,  to  wit :  on  May  16,  1876. 

We  concur  in  the  minority  report,  with  such  light  as  we  have  before  us.  Comp. 
DzBell,  having  been  expelled,  was  Masonically  dead,  and  although  the  Grand  Lodge 
might  resusciate  the  corpse,  and  restore  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Mason  at  large, 
it  could  not  restore  him  to  membership  in  his  Lodge  or  Chapter ;  membership  in 
those  bodies,  after  expulsion  and  restoration,  could,  in  our  opinion,  be  legally 
attained  only  by  petition,  and  the  regular  course  of  reference  to  a  committee  and  the 
ordeal  of  the  ballot.  Let  us  hear  from  Piebson,  Lawrence,  Lewis,  Corson,  and 
others  upon  the  subject. 

The  circular  sent  out  by  the  committees  from  our  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand 
Council  relative  to  the  transfer  of  the  Council  degrees  to  the  Chapters,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  reported  that  they  had  considered  the 
same,  and  recommended  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  in  said  circular  be  indorsed 
by  the  Grand  Chapter.  Which  report  was  received,  and  the  recommendation  unani- 
mously concurred  in. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  also  presented  the  following  report,  in  which 
we  fully  concur  :— 

Tour  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  inquiry 
by  Comp.  Bell,  viz.:  "  Can  a  subordinate  Chapter  receive  a  petition  for  degrees 
f^om  a  non-affiliated  Master  Mason,  paying  dues  to  the  Grand  or  a  constituent 
Lodge  ?"be^  leave  to  report  that  we  have  considered  the  same,  and  our  reply  to 
said  inquiry  is,  •*  Yes."  ^ 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  send  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  from  its  organization,  to  all  the  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  request  their  fraterna*  recognition. 
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There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  but  we  notice  with  pleasure  that  a  com- 
mittee  was  appointed,  with  Comp.  John  D.  Hammokd  as  chairman,  and  we  hope  to 
hear  good  tidings  from  oar  yonng  sister  next  year. 

The  M.\  E,\  DeWitt  C.  McKennet  was  re-elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
JR.*.  E,\  Samuel  W.  Chubbuck  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Gold  Hill. 

The  fifth  Annnal  Convocation  will  be  holden  in  the  city  of  Virginia  on  the  tenth 
day  of  Jane,  1878. 

Namber  of  Chapters,  8 ;  Royal  Arch  Masons,  402. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Last  year  we  missed  the  proceedings  of  New  Hampshire  f^om  oar  collection,  bat 
this  year  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  proceedings  of  both  1(  76  and  1877. 

The  Grand  Chapter  assembled  in  Annual  Convocation,  in  the  city  of  Concord,  on 
the  sixteenth  day  of  May,  1876,— the  M,\  ^.'.  John  D.  Patterson,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding,  the  R,\  E.'.  John  A.  Harris  being  Grand  Secretary.  Sixteen  subordinate 
Chapters  were  represented.    The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  says  :— 

The  pa.«s  year  has  witnessed  no  decrease  of  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of 
Chapter  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction.  No  elements  of  discord  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of  our  subordinate  Chapters.  Gar 
increase  nas  been  steady  and  healthy.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  insti- 
tution of  Mosonry  enjoys,  in  so  large  a  degree,  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity. I^et  us  strive  that  the  fraternal  and  benevolent  principles  of  Chapter 
Masonry  may  have  a  powerful  and  happy  influence  in  removing  all  prejudice  wnich 
may  remain  in  any  mind  against  our  beloved  Order. 

He  announces  the  decease,  during  the  year,  of  four  of  the  life-members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter— veterans  in  the  service,  who  had  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day,  and  gone  to  receive  the  wages  accorded  to  the  faithful  workman. 

The  following  case  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  our  law,  in  demanding  that  the 
dimits  of  each  petitioner  shall  accompany  the  petition  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a 
new  Chapter  :— 

Columbian  Chapter,  No.  18,  has  about  thirty  charter  members,  and  fourteen  of 
those  who  were  petitioners  for  the  charter,  and  to  whom  it  was  granted,  have  not 
B'gned  the  By-LAws.  They  have  not,  at  any  time,  presented  any  dimits  from  any 
ouer  Chapter. 

Question.  Does  their  petition  for  a  Charter,  the  granting  and  constituting  the 
same  (whether  they  were  present  or  not,  as  several  have  never  even  visited  from  first 
to  last),  discharge  them  f^om  membership  in  Belknap  Chapter,  and  constitute  them 
members  of  Columbian  Chapter ;  and  if  so,  to  complete  the  same,  must  they  sign 
the  By-I-.aw8  ? 

Columbian  Chapter  also  has  eight  members  who  have  been  exalted  in  said  Chap- 
ter, and  have  not  signed  the  By-Laws. 

Question.    Are  they  members. 

^y  decision  was  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  granting  a  charter  to  cer- 
tain persons,  forming  them  into  a  Chapter,  makes  them  members  of  the  new  Chapter 
when  constituted,  and  their  membership  anywhere  else  ceases  at  that  time. 

As  to  the  eight  who  have  been  exalted  in  Columbian  ChApier,  and  have  not  signed 
the  By-Laws,  they  are  not  members,  because  the  By-Laws  require  them  to  sign  the 
By-Laws  before  they  can  claim  membership. 

We  concur  in  the  decision,  bnt  we  prefer  a  law  which  renders  such  decisions 
unnecessary. 

Every  Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction  was  visited  and  inspected  by  one  of  the  Grand 
Officers,  and,  in  most  instances,  were  found  in  good  working  condition.' 

The  transactions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  of  local  interest  only.  There  are 
nineteen  chartered  Chapters  borne  upon  the  registry,  having  an  aggregate  member- 
ship of  2115. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Nathan  P.  Hunt,  is  a 
well  prepared  paper,  and  the  proceedings  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters  are  briefly 
reviewed.    California  receives  fraternal  notice. 
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The  fiflj'nintb  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  same  place  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  May,  1877,—the  M.\  E.\  Andbcw  J.  Thompson,  Grand  High  Priest  presiding, 
the  B.\  E.'.  John  A.  Habbis,  Grand  Secretary.  Eighteen  subordinate  Chapters  were 
represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  commencing  his  Address,  recognizes  the  beneficence  of 
the  Great  Architect,  in  that  so  few  of  the  workmen  have  been  removed ,  stating  that, 
during  no  year  since  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  has  greater  favor  been 
shown  them  in  this  respect.  Bat  one  life  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  had  been 
called  f^om  labor  since  the  last  Annual  Convocation.  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Edward  W.  HABRiNOToy  died  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July, 
1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years ;  and  a  mourning  page  is  inscribed  to  his  memory. 

Host  of  the  Chapters  have  had  a  steady  and  healthy  growth,  althongh  a  large 
increase  in  membership  has  not  been  realized.  Tet  the  Grand  High  Priest  truly  says, 
"  the  character  of  the  material  wrought  upon  has  necessarily  been  more  valuable,  as 
those  who  seek  advancement  in  times  of  comparative  quiet,  do  so  from  love  of  the 
innate  principles  of  our  Order,  and  always  make  reliable  and  steadfast  members." 

The  different  Chapters  were  visited  by  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council,  with  the 
usual  good  result. 

Reciprocal  appointments  of  Representatives  were  made  with  the  Grand  Chapters 
of  West  Virginia  and  Mississippi. 

From  among  the  good  things  in  this  excellent  address,  we  select  the  following  :— 

A  general  view  of  the  present  of  Capitular  Masonrv  in  this  State,  furnishes  the 

f (leasing  picture  of  a  sufficiently  large  membership,  selected  from  among  the  most 
ntelligent  and  worthy  of  our  citizens,  bound  by  the  closest  ties  and  fraternal  sympa- 
thies, in  promoting  the  advancement  of  the  principles  of  Masonry.  Those  principles 
need  no  explanation  or  defence.  They  challenge  the  admiration  of  the  world.  They 
embody  the  cardinal  virtues  from  which  have  been  elaborated  every  system  of 
morals  taught  by  any  religion  or  philosophy  which  has  ever  gained  Xhe  respect  of  or 
benefited  mankind.  To  be  good  men  and  true  is  the  first  lesson  taught  in  Masonry. 
Every  succeeding  step  but  elaborates  and  defines  this  command.  Taking  man  as  he 
enters  life,  with  infinite  capabilities  for  good  or  evil,  the  principles  of  Masonry,  with 
unerring  accuracv,  lead  him  toward  his  highest  development  in  good.  Step  by  step 
as  he  advances,  the  lessons  and  symbols  used  unfuld  perfect  models  of  excellence  for 
his  rule  of  life,  and  those  rules,  thus  symbolized,  constitute  the  readiest  and  surest 
means  of  afiecting  his  intelligence.  It  is  object  teaching  applied  to  ethics ;  it  is  the 
kindergarten  of  the  moral  world.  Every  subject  in  the  world  of  matter  has  its  ana- 
logue in  the  world  of  mind.  The  symbols  used  to  teach  the  principles  of  Masonry 
seem  to  have  been  selected  with  more  than  human  reason.  As  they  constitute  the 
fhndamental  agencies  in  art  and  science,  so  their  moral  application  constitutes  the 
highest  principles  of  rectitude  and  justice.  Their  daily  use  in  the  ordinary  avocations 
of  life,  places  before  the  initiate  a  constant  reminder  of  the  great  lessons  of  rectitude 
taught  in  the  various  degrees  he  has  passed.  By  no  other  means  could  these  princi- 
ples be  better  taught  to  all ;  to  some  in  no  other  way. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Albebt  S.  Wait,  and, 
althongh  the  reviews  are,  in  most  instances,  somewhat  brief,  yet  his  views  are 
generally  sound  and  well  expressed. 

He  thus  apologizes  for  the  brevity  of  his  report  :— 

We  feel  it  necessary  to  crave  the  indulgence,  not  so  much  of  our  companions  of 
New  Hampshire,  as  of  those  of  our  sister  jurisdictions,  for  the  hasty  and  imperfect 
manner  in  which,  it  can  but  be  apparant,  the  work  has  been  executed.  At  the  time 
of  our  Grand  Convocation  in  May  last,  the  Foreign  Correspondence  was  a  full  year 
behind.  We  were  called  upon  not  only  to  brin^  up  the  past  year,  but  also  to  under- 
take that  of  the  present  j  and,  in  addition  to  this,  our  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
have  required  our  services  in  the  Foreign  Correspondence  of  that  branch  of  our 
Order,  inexperienced  as  we  are  in  this  department  of  Masonic  work,  we  have  felt 
that  under  other  circumstances  we  should  be  illy  able  to  acquit  ourselves  to  the  sat- 
faction  of  our  brethren ;  and  with  the  haste  with  which  we  have  been  obliged  to 
prosecute  the  work  in  the  midst  of  professional  labors,  and  in  order  to  be  in  readi- 
ness for  the  forthcoming  proceedings  of  Grand  Chapters  and  Grand  Lodges,  we  are 
far  from  insensible  that  the  review  now  submitted  falls  short  of  what  such  work 
should  be.  Again,  we  have  been  reminded  by  our  Grand  Secretary,  that  the  finances 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  not  such  as  to  meet  the  expense  of  printing  an  extended 
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• 

Report  on  Correspondence  without  Inconvenience.  We  have  hence  felt  constrained 
to  omit  much  that  we  desired  to  mention  ;  to  bestow  bat  a  passing  glance  upon  raanv 
things  which  we  felt  deserved  extended  notice,  and  to  refrain  from  discussions  which 
under  other  circumstances  w^  might  have  undertaken.  « 

The  proceedings  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters  are  reviewed,  among  them  Cali- 
fornia for  1876. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  makes  the  following  sensible  remarks  upon  the  "  col- 
ored Masonry"  question,  which,  as  they  accord  exactly  with  our  own,  we  extract: — 

As  this  question  will  probably  never  become  one  of  practical  moment  in  our  own 
jurisdiction,  perhaps  we  ought  to  content  ourselves  with  a  mere  reference  to  it  as 
one  likely  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  Order  in  other  States  of  our  Union.  We  can- 
not refrain  from  suggesting,  however,  that  the  solution  of  the  question  seems  to  us, 
on  true  Masonic  principles,  a  very  easy  one.  It  i^,  for  every  Masonic  jurisdiction,  if 
there  are  such  who  have  departed  from  it,  to  return  at  once  to  the  true  Masonic  the- 
ory, that  Freemasonry  is  universal,  and  that  every  man,  regardless  of  nationality  or 
color,  who  is  freeborn,  of  good  report,  and  well  recommended,  may  knock  at  our 
portals  and  ask  for  Masonic  light.  The  question,  however,  becomes  a  very  different 
one,  when  a  class  of  men,  whether  colored  or  otherwise,  assume  to  establish  Lodges 
and  Chapters,  Grand  and  subordinate,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  regular  Grand 
Masonic  Bodies,  without  their  sanction,  and  not  submitting  to  their  jurisdiction,  and 
those  Lodges  and  Chapters  based  on  a  distinctive  rule,  itself  only  applying  to  men  of 
a  certain  class  or  color,  and  thus  itself  not  universal.  We  feel  free  to  say  that  in  our 
view  such  bodies  can  never  be  recognized  unless  upon  surrendering  their  distinct 
organizations  and  giving  in  their  unqualified  adhesion  to  the  regularly  constituted  rul- 
ing bodies  of  the  respective  jurisdictions.  It  strikes  us  as  more  than  doubtful  whether 
any  convention  of  delegates  from  the  several  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  will 
ever  prove  of  any  avail  in  the  settlement  of  this  vexed  question.  There  has,  thus  far, 
appeared  very  little  disposition  in  this  country  to  establish  anything  equivalent  to  a 
General  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States,  and  we  do  not  believe  there  would  be  any 

greater  inclination  to  accept  as  binding  the  conclusions  of  a  Masonic  Congress  of 
delegates  upon  a  question  which  each  jurisdiction  is  competent  to  settle  for  itself. 
To  our  mind  nothing  could  be  more  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  Free- 
masonry than  the*recognition  of  colored  Lodges  or  Chapters  as  such.  This  would  be 
at  once  to  introduce  into  our  Order  the  very  distinction  which  many  have  long,  and  all 
ought,  to  deprecate.  Neither  color  nor  race  should  ever  be  recognized  as  Masoni- 
cally  distinctive,  and  Lodges  or  Chapters  can  never  consistently  be  organized  with  a 
view  to  any  such.  As  all  must  profess  a  belief  in  the  same  God,  so  should  all  enter 
by  the  same  portal,  kneel  at  the  same  altar,  and  acknowledge  allegiance  to  the  same 
ruling  power. 

Again,  under  the  head  of  Michigan,  we  find  him  in  full  accord  with  us  upon  the 

vexed  question  of  objection  to  a  candidate  after  election.    He  says  :— 

In  the  diversity  of  opinion  which  exists  upon  this  subject  among  eminent  Masons 
in  this  country,  we  should  feel  far  from  confident  in  the  expression  of  any  opinion  of 
our  own.  We  understand  it,  however,  to  be  the  practice  iu  our  own  jurisdiction,  and 
received  as  the  law,  that  after  election  and  before  advancement,  an  objection  by  a 
companion,  without  giving  his  reasons,  conclusively  prevents  the  advancement  of  the 
candidate— that  the  objection,  though  not  the  same  in  form,  is  equivalent  in  its  effect 
upon  the  candidate,  to  a  black  ball.  And  it  is  our  impression  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
better  Masonic  reason  is  in  favor  of  this  rule. 

The  second  decision  alluded  to  is  to  the  effect  that  after  one  degreee  has  been  con- 
ferred, objection  to  further  advancement  must  come  in  the  form  of  specific  charges, 
and  not  otherwise. 

We  can  give  a  more  ready  assent  to  this  decision  than  to  the  former  one.  After  a 
candidate  has  actually  received  a  portion  of  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter,  it  seems  to 
us  that  he  may  very  reasonably  be  held  to  have  gained  a  status  in  relation  to  the 
Chapter  which  gives  him  rights  whieh  he  did  not  possess  by  virtue  of  a  favorable  bal- 
lot merely.  Before  a  brother  has  received  any  portion  of  ihe  Chapter  degrees,  we  do 
not  readily  see  how  charges  can  be  preferred  against  him  in  the  Chapter  at  all. 

Under  the  head  of  Nebraska,  he  expresses  his  views  upon  the  new  system, 
adopted  in  that  jurisdidtion,  of  getting  up  Reports  on  Correspondence,  as  follows: — 

A  plan  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is  adopted  by  this  jurisdiction,  which,  so  far  as 
we  are  informed,  is  as  new  as  the  above.  This  is  to  require  each  representative  of 
the  Grand  Body  near  other  Grand  Chapters  "to  transmit  to  the  Grand  Secretary  a 
synopsis  or  digest  of  the  proceedings  and  leading  decisions  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
near  or  of  which  he  is  the  representative."  These  reports  of  Grand  Representatives 
are  "  consolidated  and  arranged  as  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence."    This  is 
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in  pursaance  of  the  Nebraska  Bystem  already  adopted  by  its  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Oommandery.  This  is  the  first  year  of  the  adoption  of  this  plan  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, and  there  are  reports  accordingly  from  thirteen  (imnd  Jurisdictions.  Sliould  tiiis 
plan  of  Foreign  Correspondence  be  general. y  adopted,  it  will  at  once  give  practi- 
cable ^iguificiince  to  the  representative  system,  which  has  always  heretofore  appeared 
to  us  to  possess  more  of  sound  than  real  substance  or  meaning.  The  sj'steni  would, 
however,  deprive  the  order  of  the  benefit  of  those  extended  discussion?*  of  Mtisonic 
law  and  usage  with  which  our  Reports  on  Correspondence  have  heretofore  been  so 
replete,  and  which,  although  ofton  containing  much  that  might  better  be  h.ft  out,  yet 
on  the  whole  are  of  much  value  to  the  craft.  VV'e  should  be  sorry  to  miss  the  kind 
words  and  fraternal  greetings,  often  so  full  of  humor  which  makes  us  laugh,  then  of 
pathos  which  makes  us  cry,  and  again  of  sound  and  able  discussions  which  enlaige 
our  views,  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  see  published  with  the  proceedings  of 
our  companions  of  other  jurisdictions.     We  are  inclined  to  the  old  way. 

We  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  "the  good  old  way  is  the  hesi.^^ 

There  are  many  good  things  in  this  report  that  we  would  gladly  notice  did  time 
and  space  permit,  but  the  familiar  spirit  of  the  printer,  with  his  inexorable  demand 
for  "  copy,"  admonishes  us  to  cut  it  short. 

New  Hampshire  has  evidently  got  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  she  will 
wait  a  long  time  before  she  finds  his  superior  in  the  reportorial  line. 

The  M.\  E.'.  John  J.  Bell  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  Ii.\  E.\  Joun 
A.  Hakkis  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Concord. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey  held  its  tweniy  first  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Trenton  on  the  twelfth  day  of  September,  1877,— the  M.\  E.-.  Kdward 
GoELLER,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  7^.-.  E',  Thomas  J.  Corson  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Twenty-eight  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  an  able  and  scholarly  address,  pays  an  eloquent  and 
touching  tribute  to  the  memory  of  those  deeply  lamented  companions,  John  Dove, 
of  Virginia,  and  George  Frank  Goi'let,  of  Missouri.  He  also  announces  the  death 
of  Comp.  David  L.  Garkigus,  Past  High  Priest  of  Union  Chapter,  No.  7,  of  that  ju- 
risdiction. 

He  reports  the  general  condition  of  the  subordinatA  Chapters  as  good,  that  peace 
and  harmony  prevail,  and  that  fervency  and  zeal  stimulate  the  companions  through- 
out  the  jurisdiction,  so  that,  even  in  these  times  of  general  depression,  their  labors 
have  not  ceanied,  but  the  progress  they  have  made  will  compare  favorably  with  that 
of  former  years.  His  official  acta  arc  clearly  set  forth,  embracing,  however,  but  little 
of  general  interest  to  the  Craft. 

The  following  meets  our  full  concurrence,  and  if  more  care  and  discrimination 
were  exercised  in  the  grantmg  of  special  dispensations,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Order.  An  application  was  m  ide  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  a  di'^pensation  to  hold 
an  election  of  officers  at  a  time  other  than  that  prescribed  by  the  By-Laws,  the  reason 
given,  t)eing  that  many  of  the  ofTlcers  and  members  could  not  be  present  on  the  reg* 
nlar  night.  The  dispensation  was  very  properly  refused,  and,  in  this  connection,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  says:  "  The  dispensing  power  invested  in  the  Grand  Hi;»h  Priest 
Hhould  be  exercised  with  great  caution  and  discretion,  and  only  when  it  is  apparent 
that  a  great  good  is  to  be  gained  or  a  positive  evil  or  injustice  averted  by  its  use* 
The  (leneral  Regulations,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  be  set  aside  e.\ce]»t  in  cases  of 
great  emergency,  involvin.;  not  the  convenience  of  some  of  the  ofllcers  and  members, 
but  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter." 

No  dispenaation-i  were  issued  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  : — 

1.  A  Chapter  cannot  strike  its  High  Prie<t,  King,  or  Scribe  from  tlie  roll  for  non- 
payment ot  dues,  nor  try  them  for  any  otIVnse  during  their  term  of  oftii'<'.  Aftor  the 
expiration  of  their  term,  they  maiy  be  tried  for  any  otfense  other  than  official  miscon- 
duct ;  fur  the  latter  they  are  amenable  onl3'  to  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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2.  A  companion  stricken  from  the  roll  for  non-pavment  of  dues  may  visit  sobor- 
dinate  Chapters,  provided  no  objectionB  are  made  to  Lis  admission. 

3.  Applications  for  initiation  or  affiliation  must  be  by  petition,  over  the  sig^natare 
of  the  applicant. 

Comp.  William  Thomas  RbtnoldS;  Past  Grand  High  Priestf  was  appointed  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

He  speaks  in  glowing  terms  of  his  visit  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  says : 
<<the  entire  proceedings  were  condacted  with  dignity,  decornm,  and  wisdom,  and  in 
a  spirit  looking  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Order  in  all  sections  of  onr  country." 

He  cautions  his  companions  against  the  practice  of  soliciting  candidates,  or  recom- 
mending Master  Masons,  simply  because  they  are  such,  to  become  members  of  the 
Order,  which  practice,  he  is  informed,  has  prevailed  to  some  extent  in  that  jnriadic- 
tion. 

There  are  other  jurisdictions,  beside  New  Jersey,  where  this  practice  is  prevalent, 
and  where  the  above  caution  might  well  be  received  and  heeded. 

We  are  in  full  accord  with  him  in  the  following  :— 

Another  subject  to  which  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  companions, 
is  the  great  haste  in  which  candidates  are  rushed  through  the  several  degrees  in  spme 
of  the  Chapters,  and  which  practice  should  be  abolished  at  once,  or  only  indulged  in 
in  very  extreme  cases,  as  no  good  can  be  derived  from  it.  A  candidate  thus  hurried 
through  will  gain  nothing  more  than  a  superficial  knowledge  of  the  Ritual,  his  ideas 
of  all  the  degrees  will  be  confused  and  indistinct,  his  impressions  of  the  symbolic 
illustrations  will  be  vague  and  unimpressive,  and  we  assist  in  placing  in  the  great 
Masonic  Temple  a  rough  ashlar,  yet  to  be  hewn,  squared  and  numbered,  and  which 
does  not  harmonize  with  the  beautiful  proportions  of  the  surrounding  strncture. 

The  following  suggestion,  relative  to  Chapters  of  Instruction,  is  a  good  one  and 
should  be  carried  out  in  every  jurisdiction  :— 

In  my  official  visits  I  have  also  noticed  Chapters  which,  in  the  absence  of  the  reg- 
ular officers,  are  almost  unable  to  work,  for  want  of  having  members  sufficiently 
posted  to  fill  their  stations.  Every  Chapter  should  perceive  this  evil  and  apply  its 
energies  to  effect  a  cure,  by  striving  to  instruct  its  members  in  the  work,  lectures, 
and  duties  of  the  several  officers.  T  would  therefore  urge  upon  the  High  Priests, 
when  time  and  opportunity  offer,  to  hold  Chapters  of  Instruction,  for  the  purpose  of 
instructing  its  members,  it  may  be  objected  that  the  attendance  on  sucn  meetings 
would  be  small,  and  therefore  no  good  would  result;  but  I  think  it  will  be  found  that 
these  meetings,  if  once  commenced,  will  be  more  largely  attended,  perhaps,  than 
any  other,  and  the  benefit  adduced  will  amply  repay  the  exertion,  as  through  such 
instruction  we  will  not  only  greatly  benefit  the  Ritual  work  of  the  Chapters,  but  aUo 
reduce  the  number  ot  Royal  Arch  Masons  already  within  onr  jurisdiction  who  have 
so  little  knowledge  of  the  Ritual,  so  little,  indeed,  that  they  cannot  prove  their 
claims  or  make  themselves  known,  should  they  be  placed  in  a  situation  where  they 
felt  desirous  to  do  so,  and  where  their  attempt  would  be  more  likely  to  result  in 
their  being  treated  as  impostors  than  as  worthy  companions. 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  and  Grand  Scribe 
show  that  those  officers  have  been  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  and  that 
they  are  not  merely  ornamental  appendages,  of  no  practical  use,  as  is  too  frequently 
the  case. 

The  Grand  Chapters  of  Nevada  and  Quebec  were  duly  recognized,  and  warmly 
welcomed  into  the  great  family  of  Grand  Chapters. 

The  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  voted  to  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Gobllsb 
for  hifl  urbane  and  courteous  deportment  and  for  his  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  his  da- 
ties  as  Grand  High  Priest  A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  procure  and  present 
to  him  a  suitable  testimonial  of  their  appreciation,  and  the  said  committee  were 
very  sensibly  instructed  to  confer  with  the  if.'.  K'.  Companion  before  selecting  the 
proposed  testimonial.  This  was  a  sensible  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  will  doubtless  render  the  gift  doubly  acceptable,  as  coming  In  anch  a 
form  as  will  suit  the  desires  of  the  recipient  It  too  frequently  happens  that  Grand 
Bodies,  desiring  to  compliment  some  faithful  and  deserving  officer,  appoint  a  com- 
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mittee  to  procure  and  present  to  him  a  testimonial  of  fraternal  regard.  The  com* 
mittee,  through  motives  of  delicacy,  perhaps,  do  not  consult  the  wishes  of  the  do- 
nee, but  proceed  to  make  their  own  selection,  and  the  consequence  is,  the  person 
desired  to  be  complimented  gets,  perhaps,  a  hay-fork,  which  is  of  no  earthly  use  to 
him,  when,  if  he  had  been  consulted  in  the  matter,  he  would  have  chosen  a  bam- 
8ho?el,  which  would  have  cost  no  more,  and  which  would  haye  been  of  real  benefit 
to  him. 

The  pamphlet  is  embellished  with  a  fine  steel  engraved  portrait  of  our  old  friend, 
Comp.  William  Wallace  Goodwin,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Past  Grand  Command- 
er, etc.  The  likeness  is  perfect ;  and,  while  contemplating  the  genial  lineaments  of 
that  well-remembered  face,  we  are  reminded  of  many  pleasant  hours  spent  in  his 
company  dnring  his  visit  to  our  Pacific  shores  some  years  since.  Come  again,  Comp. 
Goodwin  ;  the  latch-string  is  always  out. 

We  commenced  to  write  this  review  of  New  Jersey  three  weeks  ago,  when  we 
were  stricken  down  with  a  virulent  attack  of  intermittent  fever,  which  very  promptly 
called  us  from  labor,  but  not  to  refreshment.  We  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  the  fe- 
ver was  the  result  of  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  New  Jersey,  for  we  had  not  yet 
reached  Corson's  Report  on  Correspondence  when  we  were  attacked.  This  morn- 
ing, however,  the  physician  who  engineers  our  little  ailments  informed  us  that  we 
required  a  tonic.  We  called  for  the  proceedings  of  New  Jersey,  and  commenced 
the  Report  on  Correspondence,— -Thomas  J.Corson,  Esq.,  H.D.,0.8.,  etc.,  chair- 
man. Talk  of  tonics!  Why,  it  operated  as  a  diatonic,  and  restored  us  to  a  state  of 
tonicity  at  once.  We  arose  from  that  fever-scorched  couch,  gathered  our  gray 
goose-quill,  and  here  goes  for  Corson,  if  it  takes  another  fever. 

After  ciphering  over  half  a  sheet  of  foolscap,  we  find  that  this  old  veteran  has 
raked  together  the  proceeding's  of  forty-three  Grand  Bodies,  upon  which  he  expati- 
ates in  his  usual  racy  and  original  style.  He  apologizes  for  the  brevity  of  his  re- 
port—the 0-  S. —  it  only  occupies  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pages  of  the  annual, 
while  the  proceedings  proper  are  comprised  in  thirty-five, — and  says  that  he  erased 
thirty-three  percent,  of  what  he  originally  wrote.  Yet  he  is  not  happy,  but  wants 
the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts  to  draw  upon  to  enable  him  to 
comment  ad  libitum.  Well,  we  wish  he  had  it,  for  we  are  never  tired  of  reading  his 
reports,  and  the  longer  they  are  the  better  we  like  them.  He  says  this  ia  the  poor- 
est review  he  has  ever  written,  and  in  some  respects  we  agree  with  him,  especially 
in  so  far  as  he  takes  issue  with  us  in  certain  matters  hereafter  to  be  noticed.  He 
pleads,  in  extenuation,  his  "  physical  disabilities,"  and  we  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend him  to  apply  to  Congress  and  have  those  disabilities  removed,  as  that  body  ia 
extensively  engaged  in  the  removal  of  disabilities,  and  perhaps  might  benefit  him. 
Seriously,  we  sympathize  most  deeply  with  Comp.  Corsok  in  his  affliction  and  hope 
that  ere  long  he  may  be  restored  to  perfect  health. 

When  we  first  took  up  the  proceedings  we  were  sadly  disappointed.  We  thought 
Oomp.  Corson  had  overlooked  us ;  but  it  appears  that  our  proceedings  did  not  ar- 
rive in  time  to  take  their  place  in  alphabetical  order,  and  so  we  were  put,  with  sun- 
dry other  delinquents,  at  the  foot  of  the  class.  Better  there,  however,  than  to  be 
left  out  altogether,  and,  notwithstanding  the  *'  brevity '^  of  his  report,  he  finds  time 
and  space  to  give  nsa^kindly  notice,  which  shows  that  his  "  physical  disabilities" 
have  in  no  wise  affectsd  the  well-springs  of  fraternal  love,  kindness,  and  good-will 
which  bubble  and  fiow  from  his  warm,  true  heart.  He  speaks  in  terms  of  praise  of 
the  Address  of  Comp.  Abell,  and  recommends  that  portion  which  alludes  to  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  candidates  are  advanced  from  one  degree  to  another,  to  the  atten- 
tion of  all  who  have  the  interests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  at  heart. 

He  goes  for  as  after  the  following  fashion  : — 

And  now  comes  to  the  front  Companion  Charlbs  Louis  Wiooin,  with  a  Report 
on  Correspondence  covering  nearlv  one  hundred  printed  pages.  We  have  neither 
time  nor  space  to  give  this  report  the  attention  which  it  deserves.    We  must  be  con- 
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tent  to  pluck,  bere  and  there,  a  gem  from  the  wealth  of  beauties  which  therein 
abound.  We  have  to  be  very  careful  how  we  trifle  with  the  valiant  Chakles  when 
he  is  panoplied  in  full  armor  ;  for,  although  he  has  all  the  wit,  wibdora,  humor,  tollj, 
and  spnghtliueBS  of  a  Panukge,  6till  he  ^  handles  the  mijjhty  spear  of  a  (jakgantua, 
as  some  of  us  unfortunate  wights  who  have  felt  its  weight  can  sorrowfully  le^itify. 

Under  the  head  of  Arkansas,  Companion  Wiogin,  forgetting  that  '*  a  little  learn- 
ing is  a  dangerous  thing,"  speaks  of  **  the  proper  nutriment  for  the  Masonic  epigas- 
trium.'' My  dear  boy,  *' epigastrium"  means  the  outside  of  the  stomach.  As  our 
printer  has  no  types  m  the  Ureek  language,  we  refer  you  to  Dr.  Gtilbert,  of  Iowa, 
for  further  information.    Don't  use  medical  words,  unless  you  know  what  they  mean. 

Now  we  don't  wish  to  load  up  a  Columbiad  to  shoot  a  mosquito,  or  wield  the 
"  mighty  spear  of  Gabgantua  "  to  impale  a  butterfly;  bat  we  icould  Wke  to  give 
CoBSON  one  for  daring  to  insinuate  that  we  don't  know  Greek,  and  that  medical  terms 
are  a  sealed  book  to  us.  Just  as  if  we  did  not  know  that  "  epigas'rium ''  means  the 
outside,  or  rather  the  upper  exterior  portion  of  the  stomach;  and  don't  you  know, 
doctor,  that  these  tissues  require  nourishment  just  as  much  as  those  of  the  interior 
or  endogastrium  ?  Now  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  Masonic  cudogastrium  is 
exceedingly  delicate  and  sensitive,  and  many  of  the  articles  prepared  as  Masonic 
food  are  in  no  wise  fitted  for  its  nourishment.  For  instance,  one  of  Corson'S  re- 
ports, incautiously  taken,  might  create  such  an  irritation  as  to  cause  the  whole  gas- 
tric structure  to  fall  through  the  pericardium  into  the  diaphragm,  thereby  causing  a 

case  of  acute  Prolapsus  U know  what,  doctor,  and  what  would  be  the  result. 

Now  please  don't  accuse  us  again  of  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  medical  words  or  their 
application;  and  above  all  don't  refer  us  to  Guilbert  for  information  relative  to  the 
Greek,  for  we  are  vain  enough  to  believe  we  could  teach  him  some  Greek  roots  of 
which  he  never  dreamed. 

He  is  jubilant  over  oar  opinion  relative  to  the  effect  of  an  objection  after  election, 
and  talks  as  if  we  were  a  late  convert  to  his  side  of  the  question,  and  he  wants 
Drummond,  Lewis,  Buecunek  &  Co.  "  to  come  into  the  ark  before  tliey  get  caught  in 
the  shower."  Now  we  beg  to  assure  Comp.  Couson  that  our  ideas,  as  expressed  in 
that  report,  are  by  no  means  new  to  us,  but  ail  we  have  ever  written  upon  the  sub> 
ject  has  been  to  the  same  effect. 

He  objects  to  our  blessing  his  "  old  heart,"  and  says  that  whatever  his  legs  may 
be,  his  heart  is  not  old,  and  we  believe  him.  Well,  Coivson,  we  will  bless  your 
young  heart  and  your  old  legs,  and  we  sincerely  hope  the  time  may  soon  come  when 
the  fourth  perftct  point  of  your  entrance  may  be  as  strong  and  reliable  as  your 
second. 

Under  the  head  of  District  of  Columbia,  he  quotes  that  portion  of  oar  report  rel- 
ative to  electing  Masters  who  have  not  served  as  Wardens,  and  also  gives  Comp. 
McGbottv's  reply,  taking  issue  with  us  upon  the  question.  He  desires  to  be  counted 
upon  Comp.  McGrotfy's  side.  Well,  every  man  has  a  right  to  his  own  opinion,  and 
we  do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  Comp.  Corson's.  We  desire,  however,  to  name 
one  other  jurisdiction  where  the  same  practice  prevails  as  in  California,  and  that  is 
old  Massachusetts.  There,  as  in  California,  merit  alone  is  the  prerequisite  to  prefer- 
ment, and  this  we  hold  to  be  a  good  common-sense  rule. 

Under  the  head  of  Connecticut,  he  says  :— 

We  entirely  agree  with  Comp.  Lewis  that  a  companion  who  is  in  good  standing, 
with  no  charges  against  him,  has  the  right — an  absolute,  undeniable  right — to  diuut 
from  the  Chapter  when  he  pleases,  and  no  man  or  set  of  men  can  require  him  to  as- 
sign any  reusun  for  his  withdrawal.  On  this  subject,  as  well  as  punishment  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  we  adopt  entirely  the  following  from  the  close  of  his  report 

He  then  quotes  Comp.  Lewis's  answer  to  some  remarks  of  ours  upon  the  non- 
payment of  dues,  as  follows  : — 

On  the  subject  of  discipline  for  non-payment  of  dues,  we  wonld  say  to  Comp. 
WiGGiN,  of  Caliloruia,  that  the  mere  naked  fact  of  tbeir  non-payment  does  not  imply 
moral  turpitude ;  which  element  is  essential  to  a  Masonic  crime  and  the  right  to 
inflict  Masonic  punishment.  We  have  never  taken  the  ground  that  a  companion  who 
was  able  to  pay  dues,  had  the  right  to  insist  on  the  privileges  of  Chapter  member- 
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ship,  while  refusing  to  pay  them.  We  claim  that  he  has  the  right  to  relinquish  those 
privileges  nt  pieasnre,  freely  and  without  question.  The  case  of  a  Chapter  mem- 
her  who  is  able  to  pay  and  won't  either  do  so  or  dimit,  brings  up  quite  a  different 
point  from  the*  one  we  have  been  dincnssing.  We  don't  think  there  would  be  ranch 
variance  in  his  and  our  methods  of  dealing  with  each  cases.  In  answer  to  his  remarks, 
which  we  have  quoted  on  page  60  of  this  report,  we  say  that  whether  the  companion 
has  more  or  less  of  the  spirit  of  Masonry  in  his  heart  than  a  chimpanzee  or  a  mud- 
turtle,  has  nothing  to  do  with  hisi-igfU  to  become  non-affiliate  at  choice.  Concerning 
this  right,  we  have  not  yet  seen  an  answer  to  the  arguments  we  have  heretofore  ad- 
vanced, either  from  Companion  Wigoin's  pen,  or  that  of  any  other  reporter. 

Now  this  appears  to  us  very  much  like  setting  up  men  of  straw,  merely  for  the 
pleasure  of  knocking  them  over.  We  defy  Comp.  Lewis  or  Comp.  Corson  to  pro- 
duce one  single  line  of  ours  which  implies  that  the  "  naked  fact"  of  non-payment  of 
dues  implies  moral  turpitude  or  should  subject  a  man  to  Masonic  punishment.  All 
we  have  contended  for  is  simply  this:  that,  when  a  member  has  been  notified  by  the 
Secretary  that  he  is  in  arrears  for  dues,  and  then  persistently  neglects  or  refuses  to 
pay,  or  to  give  any  satisfactory  reason  why  he  does  not  pay,  he  should  be  suspended 
for  such  non-payment,  as,  knowing  the  law,  he  not  only  violates  it,  but  holds  the 
Lodge  or  Chapter  in  contempt  through  his  failure  to  answer.  What  folly  to  go 
through  all  the  formalities  of  a  regular  trial  in  anch  cases!  That  the  offense  has 
been  committed  is  patent  to  all,  and  summary  punishment  should  follow.  To  prefer 
charges,  summon  witnesses,  and  go  through  a  regular  form  of  trial  in  all  such  cases, 
would  necessitate  a  standing  committee  on  trials,  and  consume  all  the  funds  of  the 
body  pursuing  such  a  course. 

The  right  of  a  companion  to  dimit  is  another  man  of  straw.  We  never  have  de- 
nied, do  not  now,  and  never  propose  to  deny,  the  right  of  any  companion  to  dimit 
from  his  Chapter  and  remain  non-affiliate,  if  he  so  elects,  for  all  time;  but  we  insist 
that,  while  he  thus  severs  his  connection  with  his  companions,  bears  no  part  in  their 
labors,  and  contributes  nothing  to  their  charities,  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  en- 
joy all  the  rights  and  privileges  accorded  to  the  faithful  workman. 

We  define  our  position  thus  :  Fir»t — We  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  Mason 
to  be  a  member  of  some  Lodge.  Second— That  he  should  regularly  pay  his  dues  to 
said  Lodge,  while  able  so  to  do;  and,  if  not  able  to  pay,  no  Lodge  in  the  world  would 
refuse  to  grant  him  further  time  or  remit  his  dues  altogether.  Third— We  believe  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  be  a  member  of  some  Chapter,  and  to 
pay  hi-^  dues  to  that  Chapter,  regularly,  if  able  so  to  do.  If  not  able  to  retain  his 
membership  in  both  bodies,  let  him  dimit  from  the  Chapter  and  cleave  unto  the 
Lodge,  where  all  the  real  work  of  Masonry  is  done.  Let  him  secure  the  necessaries 
of  life  before  indulging  in  its  luxuries.  Lastly — If,  after  due  notification,  he  persist- 
ently neglects  or  refuses  to  pay  his  dues,  or  to  give  some  good  and  sufficient  reason 
for  their  non-payment,  we  insist  that  the  Lodge  or  Chapter  has  the  right  to  suspend 
him  nolens  volenSy  neck  and  crop,  and  without  benefit  of  clergy.    Upon  this  broad 

foundation  we  take  our  stand,  and  defy  Lewis,  Corson,  or  the  D apmun  himself 

to  move  us  one  jot  or  tittle. 

C0R.SOS  delights  to  pick  us  up  on  quotations,  medical  technicalities,  etc.,  and 
when  he  can  catch  u>4  tripping  on  one  of  these,  he  **  rolls  it  as  a  sweet  morsel  under 
his  tongue."  It  is  nuts  for  us  when  we  can  come  back  at  him,  and,  under  the  head 
of  Wisconsin,  he  gives  us  an  opportunity  not  to  be  neglected.    He  says  :— 

A  resolution  was  adopted  to  ''sell  the  robes,  caps,  and  wardrobe  belonging  to 
the  Grand  Chapter."  What  will  they  wear,  or  wherewithal  will  they  be  clothed? 
We  hope  that  our  companions  of  Wisconsm  will  not  be  like  the  naughty  girl,  Miss 
Margary  Daw,  of  whom  we  used  to  sing  in  our  very  juvenile  days,  who  "  sold  her 
clothes  and  laid  in  the  dirt." 

Now,  for  one  who,  like  Cohson,  professes  to  be  a  poet,  to  thus  mutilate  and  gar- 
ble the  lines  of  a  favorite  poet^«s— the  late  lamented  Mother  Goosk— is  inexcusable. 
The  lines,  as  written  by  the  talented  anthoresja,  were  as  follows  :— 

"See-saw,  Makoary  Daw, 
Sold  her  bed  and  laid  in  the  straw." 
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Now  there  is  no  stretch  of  poetical  license  which  will  anthorize  "  dirt "  as  a  rhvme 
for  "  Daw/'  and,  beside  the  sin  of  misqaoting  from  a  standard  work,  Corson  is  gailty 
of  a  libel  on  Hiss  Daw,  who,  he  asserts,  "sold  her  clothes  and  laid  in  the  dirt,** 
which  assertion  is  not  borne  ont  by  the  facts,  as  the  tradition  says  she  only  "  sold 
her  bed,''  not  her  clothes ;  and  that  she  *'  laid  in  the  straw,"  which  might  have  been 
nice,  clean,  sweet  straw  for  all  Cokson  knows  to  the  contrary,  and  he,  as  a  learned 
M.  D.,  ought  to  know  that,  in  those  days,  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  persons  of 
the  female  persuasion  to  lie  in  the  straw  and  think  nothing  of  it,  so  that,  after  all, 
there  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  course  pursued  by  Miss  Daw,  any  more  than  in 
that  taken  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  who  had  a  perfect  right  to  sell  their 
old  clothes  to  the  soap-fat  man  if  they  desired  to  do  so. 

What  is  the  state  of  your  epigastrium  about  this  time,  doctor? 

We  wonid  be  glad  to  follow  Comp.  Cokson  farther  in  his  excellent  report,  but  our 
illness  has  lost  us  much  valuable  time  and  many  others  yet  claim  our  attention.  So 
good-bye,  old  friend,  for  another  year. 

The  M.',  E.\  Mabtin  H.  Dksban  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  R,\E,\ 
Thomas  J,  Corson  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Trenton. 

The  twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Trenton  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  September,  1878. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  eighteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Albany,  commencing  on  the  sixth  day  of  February,  1877,— the  Mr.  E.' 
Joseph  B.  Chaffee,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  Br.  E.'.  Christopher  G.  Pox 
being  Grand  Secretary.  One  hundred  and  eighty-six  subordinate  Chapters  were  rep- 
resented, and  this  piece  of  information  is  furnished  us  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  as  it 
should  be,  without  putting  us  to  the  trouble  of  wading  through  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials,  and  counting  up  the  number  of  Chapters  represented. 
We  wish  all  Grand  Secretaries  would  follow  the  example  of  Comp.  Fox,  as  it  would 
save  the  reporters  much  trouble  and  many  evil  thoughts  and  detached  quotations 
from  the  Holy  Writings,  not  altogether  appropriate  for  a  well  conducted  Sunday 
school. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  a  well  prepared  and  comprehensive  address,  in 
which  we  find  the  following  touching  allusion  to  the  death  of  our  late  lamented  com- 
panion, Charles  Marsh  : — 

In  this  connection.  I  have  the  sad  duty  of  announcing  to  you  the  death  of  Af.*. 
E.'.  Comp.  Charles  Marsh,  Representative  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  near  that  of  Cal- 
ifornia. Though  my  acquaintance  with  Comp.  Marsh  was  but  slight,  I  have  several 
times  met  him  at  the  sessions  of  the  National  Bodies,  and  was  impressed  with  his 
courteous  bearing  and  his  great  devotion  to  the  Craft.  I  am  indebted  to  M.\  E.'. 
Comp.  Alexander  O.  A  bell,  (vrand  High  Priest  of  California,  for  the  following  par- 
ticulars, and  take  a  melancholy  pleasure  in  placing  them  upon  our  record  as  emi- 
nently due  to  one  whose  Ufe  was  an  exemplification  of  the  best  teachings  of  the 
Craft. 

Comp.  Marsh  was  born  in  Vermont,  December  6, 182.5,  and  was  one  of  the  early 
emigrants  to  California,  reaching  that  country  in  1849  from  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  He 
settled  in  the  place  now  known  aa  Nevada  City,  and  engaged  in  enterprises  con- 
nected with  the  mining  interest,  from  which  he  realized  a  large  fortune.  His  death, 
resulting  from  an  accident,  occurred  April  28,  1876,  and  his  funeral,  under  direction 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  was  one  of  the  largest  ever  had  in  the  State.  He  had  been 
Master  of  a  Lodge  at  Nevada  City,  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  and  Commander  of  a 
Commandery,  at  the  same  pi  ice.  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  Past  (trand  Master 
of  Masons,  Past  Gnind  High  Priest,  and  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar 
in  California;  a  zealous,  active  Mason,  a  kind-hearted,  liberal,  charitable  gentleman, 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  When  such  men  die,  the  community  at  large,  as  well 
as  the  Craft  and  their  immediate  friends,  are  aflSicted  ;  and  while  the  sad  event  brings 
home  to  us  the  remembrance  of  our  own  uncertain  tenure  of  life,  it  reminds  us  of  the 
duty  we  owe  the  faithrul  and  true,  of  keeping  green  the  memory  of  their  well  spent 
lives.  Yon  will,  therefore,  see  to  it  that  suitable  record  is  made,  in  honor  of  our 
departed  companion  and  representative. 
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The  special  committee,  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  was  referred i  reported  as  follows  :— 

2b  ihe  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  York:— 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Address  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  as  refers  to  the  death  of  If.*.  E.\  Comp.  Charles  Marsh,  ReprescQla- 
tive  of  this  Grand  Chapter  near  that  of  California,  respectfally  report : 

That  there  is  scarcely  need  that  we  shoald  attempt  to  add  to  the  terse  bat  elo- 
qaent  tribate  of  the  Grand  High  Priest.  Your  committee  were  personally  acquainted 
with  Comp.  Marsh,  and  know  that  by  his  life  he  merited  the  kindly  remembrance  of 
his  brethren.  We  therefore  recommend  that  a  memorial  page  be  inscribed  to  his 
memory  in  oar  printed  transactions. 

Which  report  was  adopted ,  and  the  memorial  page  appears  in  the  proceedings. 
One  mistake,  however,  occurs  therein ;  Comp.  Marsh  died  in  San  Francisco,  and  not 
in  Nevada  City,  as  stated  in  the  memorial  page. 

The  following  extract  from  the  address,  shows  a  true  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
Reports  on  Correspondence  : — 

Our  relations  with  all  corresponding  Bodies  continue  to  be  of  the  most  satisfactory 
and  fraternal  character,  as  will  be  found  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  on  Foreign 
Corre-ipondence.  I  embrace  this  occasion  to  impress  upon  you  all  the  great  value  of 
this  annual  contribution  to  the  literature  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  involving  as  it  does 
great  labor  on  the  part  of  its  author,  and  affording  not  only  a  history  of  the  Craft  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  but  giving  the  views  of  able  minds  upon  a  variety  of  topics  of  great 
interest  to  every  Royal  Arch  Mason.  No  better  preparation  for  the  discharge  of 
your  duty  as  representatives  of  your  respective  Chapters  and  as  guardians  of  the 
institution  can  be  found,  than  is  contained  in  the  careful  study  of  this  annual  review 
of  the  doings  of  our  sister  jurisdictions;  nor  can  I  give  you  any  better  advice,  th^n 
that  you  should  avail  yourselves  of  the  means  placed  ready  to  your  hands  by  an  effi- 
cient and  energetic  committee. 

He  justly  attributes  much  of  their  success  and  prosperity,  aa  a  Grand  Chapter,  to 
the  presence  and  counsel  of  these  veterans  in  Masonry,  who  have  grown  gray  in  the 
service,  but  who  still  labor  *'  with  the  same  zeal  and  industry  they  displayed  when 
for  them  the  world  was  young."    He  says : — 

This  is  indeed  a  great  privilege  for  us ;  and  while  I  urge  you  to  continue  your  re- 
spectful consideration  for  those  aged  companions  whose  life-long  services  are  sealed 
and  glorified  in  their  whitened  locks,  I  congratulate  myself  that  I  am  now  to  pass 
into  their  ranks,  and  trust  that  it  may  be  given  me  with  them 

"  Bhoulder  to  shoulder  to  stand 
Till  side  by  side  we  lie." 

From  the  Grand  Secretary's  report,  we  extract  the  following,  as  showing  the  nn- 
merical  condition  of  the  Order  in  that  Grand  Jurisdiction  :— 

Number  exalted  daring  the  year,  971  ;  affiliated,  110;  Restored,  86.  Total  in- 
crease. 1167.  Number  dimitted,  316  ;  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  925  ;  sus- 
pended for  unmasonic  conduct,  4  ;  expelled,  11 ;  died,  235.  Total  decrease,  1491 ; 
net  decrease.  324— which  number,  deducted  from  the  registered  membership  here- 
tofore reported,  and  adding  167  companions  registered  during  the  year  in  the  adjust- 
ment  of  several  Chapter  Registries,  gives  18,539  as  the  number  of  affiliated  Royal 
Arch  Masons  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter  on  the  27th  day  of  Decem- 
ber. 1876. 

Taking  into  account  the  general  financial  depression  prevailing,  and  the  intense 
excitement  and  all-absorbing  interest  attending  the  political  contest  of  the  past  year, 
causes  which  naturally  tend  to  retard  the  growth  and  impair  the  usefulness  of  all 
Masonic  bodies  for  the  time  being,  the  returns  of  the  Chapters  generally  indicate  a 
much  better  condition  of  finances  and  membership,  and  show  that  they  have  accom- 
plished a  greater  amount  of  work  than  was  to  have  been  expected. 

The  unusually  large  loss  of  membership,  through  diraission  and  suspension  for  the 
Qon-payment  of  dues,  is  reasonably  accounted  for  by  the  inability  of  many  compan- 
fon^  to  pay  their  dues,  because  of  the  protracted  and  general  depre^^sion  of  business. 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  many  of  those  companions  will  seek  affiliation  or  resto- 
ration as  business  revives. 

The  Chapters  having  done  so  well  daring  the  past  year,  under  most  unfavorable 
conditions,  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  with  an  early  and  decisive  settlement 
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of  the  quefitions  now  pending,  and  an  increased  confidence  in  basiness  and  financial 
circles,  the  reports  of  the  present  year  will  present  a  very  decided  improvement  aa 
compared  willi  those  of  lS7(i. 

One  gratifying  feature  indicated  by  the  returns  of  the  past  year  is  the  fact  that 
quite  a  num1)er  of  Cliapters,  whose  reports  for  several  years  have  shown  them  al- 
moiit  dorniuut,  have  increased  their  meniberHhip  to  such  a  degree  as  to  warrant  the 
belief  that  their  stability  is  now  assured  beyond  a  doubt 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest^  in  concluding  their  report,  pay  that  officer  the  following  well -merited  com- 
pliment : — 

And  here,  perhaps,  our  duties  might  be  considered  as  ended.  But  we  can  not 
take  leave  of  nu  ofificer  whose  address  clothed  in  such  beautiful  and  well  chosen 
words,  words  which  come  home  to  all  our  hearts,  thus  unceremoniously.  If  his  du- 
ties should  close  with  this  Annual  Convocation,  he  may  be  dismissed  with  the  ordi- 
nary resolution  of  thanks —  a  kind  of  customary  funeral  benediction,  serving  as  a 
text  for  an  embellished  certificate.  He  tolls  the  story  in  his  own  simple  way:  for 
fourteen  years  he  has  served  this  Grand  Chapter.  But  when  his  successor  shall  have 
been  installed  he  will  have  ceased  to  be  our  servant.  And  we  ought  to  say  to  him. 
as  this  committee,  the  organ  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  do  say,  how  much  we  owe  to 
him  for  that  long  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty  ;  for  the  unwearied  zeal  and  dili- 
gence he  has  dis}»l»yed  ;  for  the  talent  and  ability  he  has  exhibited,  and,  above  all, 
for  that  bold  fidelity  and  attachment  to  his  own  (jlrand  Chapter  which  he,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  like  honored  colleagues,  had  opportuuity  to  display  upon  at  least  two 
memorable  occasions  among  their  peers  of  the  nation. 

Fewe.'-t  words  are  the  best,  and  our  expression  of  commeodafion  is  best  made  in 
two  little  words  :  *'  Well  done  !  " 

The  following  interesting  incident  occurred  : — 

Comp.  John  C.  Colb,  Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand  Chapter  from  1826  to  1^67.  a 

Ijeriod  of  forty-two  years,  visited  the  Grand  Chapter,  was  presented  to  the  Grand 
ligh  Prie>t,  and  by  him  introduced  to  the  companions  with  appropriate  remarks, 
which  were  suitably  and  feelingly  responded  to  by  the  venerable  companion. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  had  no  opportunity  to  distinguish 
themselves,  whereupon  they  extend  their  congratulations  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and 
hope  their  successors  may  be  equally  fortunate. 

The  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  prove  that  merit  does  not  alwaj's  go 
unrewarded,  and  that  Grand  Bodies  are  not  always  unmindful  of  long  services  faith- 
fully rendered  : — 

liesolued.  That  the  long  and  meritorious  services  of  our  retiring  Grand  High 
Priest,  ^f.•.  E.'.  Com}).  Joskph  B.  Cuaffek,  demands  at  our  hands  an  expre.-sion  of 
approval  of  his  official  career  and  our  fraternal  regard  for  him  as  a  man  and  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason. 

Besoirid,  That  we  tlierefore  record  our  great  satisfaction  with  the  zealous  efforts 
of  M.'.  K.-.  Comp.  CnAKFKK  to  promote  the  interests  of  this  Grand  Chapter  and  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  general,  and,  as  a  tangible  evidence  thereof,  direct  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  three  with  power  to  procure  and  present  to  him  a  suit- 
able testimonial  of  our  regard.     • 

The  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Comp.  James  Byron  Mi'uray,  delivered  an  able,  inter- 
esting, and  scliolaily  address  upon  the  subject  of  "  The  effects  of  the  captivity,  and 
the  Second  Temple."  No  desultory  extracts  can  do  it  justice  ;  it  must  be  read  in 
exteuHO  to  be  appreciated,  and  it  will  well  repay  perusal. 

Comp.  Dakil's  a.  Ogdkn  presents  a  most  admirable  Report  on  Correspondence, 
characterized  by  that  genial  courtesy,  and  fraternal  forbearance,  and  respect  for  the 
opinions  of  otiiers,  which  distinguish  the  papers  of  this  affable  and  pleasing  writer. 
The  proceedings  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters  are  carefully  reviewed,  California  for 
187G  beitjg  of  the  number.    Here  is  his  eloquent  exordium  : — 

Amid  the  turmoil  of  business  and  the  excitement  of  politics,  it  is  refreshing  and 
pleasant  to  turn  aside  to  contemplate  calmly  and  study  thoughtfully  the  great  prin- 
ciples which  underlie  and  pertain  to  F>ee  and  Accepted  Masonry.  Before  the  maj- 
esty ol  Fraternity  and  the  elevating  doctiine  of  brotherly  love,  the  more  selfish,  not 
to  say  ba^er.  feelings  and  passions  subside,  and  we  grow  wiser,  stronger,  better,  as 
we  yield  ourselves  to  the  gentle  mastery  of  love,  good  will,  and  fraternal  regard. 
Why  should  man  "always  strive  with  man"  for  the  sake  of  worldly  honor  and 
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worldly  wealth,  while  there  Ik  within  as  a  higher  nature  to  cultivate,  and  a  nobler  end 
to  atttiiu?  To  be  diligent  in  husinesH  and  indu»triou.s  in  the  pursuit  of  honest  gain, 
are  (-hiiHtiiin  as  well  ns  manly  virtues  ;  but,  with  the  full  exercise  of  these,  we  are 
not  to  forget  or  overlook  the  social,  intellectual,  and  moral  characteristics  which -dis- 
tinguish us  as  above  the  mere  animal,  and  st^nip  us  with  a  nature  wliich  lifts  us  up 
above  the  earth,  and  which  partakes  of  the  divine.  Masonry  is  one  of  the  outcrop- 
puigs  of  this  higher  nature,  and  is  the  practical  development  of  the  better  side  of  our 
humanity  ;  as  such  we  love  to  study  and  oViserve  it ;  as  such  we  love  to  dive  into  its 
hidden  lore,  its  strange  history  and  wonderful  ritual,  its  symbolic  language  and 
charming  mysteries. 

The  century  is  passed.  One  hundred  years  ago,  Wasuingtox,  "the  Father  of  his 
Country,"  and  a  prince  among  men  and  statesman,  quietly,  and  with  his  great  but 
gentle  spirit,  ministered  at  the  altar,  and  participated  in  the  higher  offices  of  his 
Lodge.  ^lasonry  was  good  then,  or  he  would  not  have  bowed  at  its  altar;  and 
Masonry  is  the  same  to  day, — pure,  simple,  elevated,  and  grand— and  so  we  accept  it. 

His  notice  of  California  is  very  complimentary,  and  he  says  many  kind  things  of  us, 
for  which  he  has  our  thanks. 

Fnder  the  head  of  Kansas,  he  quotes  the  following  from  the  report  of  Comp.  Carb 
upon  the  objection  question  : — 

We  have  had  our  say  on  this  subject,  and  still  say  we  can  see  no  difference, 
Miisonicully,  in  the  effect  of  an  objection,  whether  it  comes  from  a  member  of  the 
particular  Chapter  or  not,  or  whether  privately  to  the  High  Priest,  or  in  writing  to 
the  Chapter. 

From  this  Comp.  Ogdsn  very  properly  dissents.    He  says  :— 

We  think  it  does  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  whether  an  objection  comes 
from  one  not  a  member  of  the  Chapter,  or  in  a  private,  clandestine  way.  What  right 
has  a  person  not  a  member  to  ot>ject?  Could  he  vote,  if  present,  when  a  ballot  was 
taken,  and  if  not  could  he  object?  And  again,  could  a  High  Priest  act  upon  an  ob- 
jection verbally  given  outride  the  Chapter,  in  his  discretion?  Perhaps  he  might,  but 
we  seriously  question  whether  he  would  be  obliged  to  do  so. 

Comp  OoDBN  asks.  "  what  right  has  a  person,  not  a  member,  to  object?  Could 
he  vote,  if  present  when  a  ballot  was  taken,  and  if  not,  could  he  object?  " 

In  reply,  we  would  ask  Comp.  OoDBNif  he  is  not  aware  that  Comp.  Carr  is  a 
warm  advocate  of  the  doctrine  of  universal  suffrage  ?— that  is,  that  any  Royal  Arch 
Mason  has  a  right  to  vote  on  the  application  of  a  candidate,  whether  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Chapter  or  not.  Entertaining  these  ideas,  Comp.  Carr  is  perfectly  consistent 
in  his  opinion  ;  for,  if  any  visitor  has  the  right  to  black-ball  a  candidate,  of  course 
he  would  have  an  equal  right  to  object  to  his  advancement.  Now,  to  illustrate  this 
delectable  doctrine,  which  is  advocated  not  only  by  Comp.  Carr,  but  by  others  who 
ought  to  know  better,  let  us  suppose  a  case,  a  little  strained  perhaps,  but  perfectly 
within  the  bounds  of  possibility  :  Suppose,  Comp.  Oudkn,  that  in  the  little  village  in 
which  you  reside  there  dwells  a  worthy  Master  Mason,  born  and  bred  in  your  midst, 
known  to  every  member  of  your  Chapter  as  well  as  his  own  father  or  brother  ;  this 
brother  desires  to  petition  your  Chapter  for  the  degrees,  and  of  course  all  your  mem- 
bers are  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  obtaining  such  an  acquisition  to  their  numbers  ; 
his  petition  is  received,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  as  a  mere  matter  of  form  which 
the  law  requires;  the  committee  report,  of  course,  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
applicant;  the  ballot  is  taken,  when,behoid!  a  blackball  appears.  Everybody  is 
astonished ;  it  must  be  a  mistake.  Again  the  ballot  is  had,  with  the  same  result. 
The  High  Priest  has  no  alternative  —  he  declares  the  candidate  rejected. 

Now  who  has  done  this  great  wrong  ?  Some  visitor  from  Texas,  or  Kansas,  or 
Oregon,  or  somewhere  else,  upon  whose  toes  the  candidate  may  have  unwittingly 
trod,  and  thereby  inspired  a  prejudice  which  found  its  vent  in  this  malicious  act,  and 
thus  the  wishes  of  a  whole  Chapter  have  been  disregarded  and  set  at  nought  to  grat. 
*fy  the  spite  of  one  who  is  not  a  member  of  their  body,  and  who,  perhaps,  may  never 
/isit  them  again.  And,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  Comp.  Carr,  should  the  candi- 
date be  elected,  it  would  only  be  necessary  for  some  companion  from  Australia,  or 
New(  Jersey,  or  any  other  foreign  country,  to  whisper  in  the  ear  of  the  High  Priest 
tl  J  magical  words  "  I  object !  "  and  the  progress  of  the  work  is  stayed. 
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But,  yoQ  will  perhaps  say,  aach  a  case  is  not  likely  to  occar.  Granted.  Bat  it 
might  occar.  Human  nature  is  fallible  and  prone  to  err ;  and  we  know  there  are 
men,  and  Masons,  too,  who  allow  their  personal  prejudices  to  override  every 
restraining  influence,  and  who  will  perpetrate  the  grossest  acts  of  injastice  to  grat- 
ify a  personal  spite.  Therefore  we  say,  to  the  d ogs  with  a  doctrine  which  ren- 
ders such  a  contingency  as  we  have  pictured,  possible,  and  let  each  Chapter  manage 
its  own  family  affairs  according  to  its  own  ideas,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  general 
laws  of  the  Order.  T.  J.  C.  is  not  forbidden  to  exhort  after  sermon,  O.  S.  Dapmun  to 
the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Under  the  head  of  Maryland,  we  And  the  following  :— 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  comes  again  from  the  pen  and  scissors  of 
Comp.  Herman  L.  Emmons,  Jr..  and  on  the  whole  is  an  improvement  on  that  of  last 
year  ;  it  has  more  original  matter  in  it.  He  has  quite  a  tilt  with  Comp.  Wiooin,  of 
California,  in  regard  to  the  rule  of  Maryland,  that  no  one  could  be  elected  High 
Priest  who  had  not  served  as  King  or  Scribe.  While  Comp.  Emmons  reasons  with 
much  earnestness  and  with  some  force,  yet  we  are  not  convinced,  and  think  that 
Comp.  WiGOiN  has  the  best  of  the  argument.  We  do  not  believe  there  is  any  royal 
road  to  oifice  in  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.  The  honors  are  open  to  all,  and 
the  only  qualifying  rule  or  question  is  **  who  best  can  work,  and  who  best  serve.*' 
The  duties  of  King  or  Scribe  per  se  are  so  unimportant  that  they  form  no  lesson  of 
instruction,  and  give  no  special  fltness  for  the  duties  of  High  Priest ;  and  generally, 
we  think,  these  honorable  positions  are  filled  simply  as  a  mark  of  honor,  and  with  no 
reference  to  qualifications  for  work.  Good  men,  but  unskilled  for  labor  in  the  Chap- 
ter, are  put  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  High  Prie&t,  and  thus  satisfied  and  pa«ised  out 
into  honorable  past  officers,  there  to  rusticate  and  enjoy  their  otium  cum  dignitate 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  No  restriction  on  the  choice  of  the  head  man,  we  say, 
in  a  Chapter  ;  give  us  the  whole  field,  and  take  the  best  man  for  the  place,  without 
regard  to  the  titles  he  has  borne  or  the  positions  held  ;  it  is  the  workman  as  well  as 
the  officer  which  is  now  demanded,  and  the  workman  is  essential  to  prosperity  and 
success. 

Tour  hand  on  that,  Comp.  Ogden. 

As  a  spcimen  of  his  fairness  and  willingness  to  be  convinced  by  sound  argument, 
we  give  the  following.    Under  the  head  of  North  Carolina,  he  says : — 

New  York  has  fair  and  honorable  mention,  and,  while  he  speaks  kindly  and  flat- 
teringly of  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Report,  he  disagrees  with  it  in  one  partic- 
ular, as  will  be  seen  by  the  following : 

"  But  the  wisest  sometimes  err,  and  we  think  Comp.  Ogdrn  does  not  promulgate 
sound  law  when  he  says,  as  under  the  head  of  Iowa,  in  reviewing  some  of  the 
decisions  in  that  jurisdiction  :  '  that  there  must  be  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons  present  to 
open  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  but  they  need  not  all  he  members  of  the  Chapter  in 
session.' " 

The  following  is  the  reasoning  of  our  learned  contemporary : — 

**  We  must  dissent  from  this  statement  of  what  seems  a  plain  case.  We  admit  all 
nine  muflt  be  Royal  Arch  Masons,  for  we  could  hardly  imagine  Mark  Masters  would 
be  admitted  when  a  Chapter  is  opened  usually  on  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  as  the  Blue 
Lodge  is  on  the  Master's  Degree,  and  no  Fellow  Craft  or  Entered  Apprentice  could  be 
present.  All  are  agreed  on  this  point,  no  doubt,  but  we  think  that  the  nine  should  also 
be  members.  If  not,  why  require  nine  dimitted  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  sign  a  petition 
for  a  Dispensation  ?  Formerly  Entered  Apprentices  could  petition  for  a  warrant  to 
form  a  new  Lodge,  and  a  Fellow  Craft  could  be  the  Master ;  but  now,  at  lea-t,  seven 
Master  Masons  are  necessary  to  coostitnte  a  Lodge.  It  is  understood  when  the  new 
Lodge  is  constituted  that  the  seven  are  Master  Masons  and  members  when  chartered, 
so  we  conceive  must  it  be  with  the  Chapter.  If  it  requires  nine  to  form  themselves 
into  a  brotherhood,  as  it  were,  and  that  brotherhood  be  legally  constituted,  that 
brotherhood  must  be  intact  and  allow  no  extraneous  forces  to  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  any  of  its  business  transactions.  The  nine  must  vote  on  the  advancement  of 
the  candidate  even  ;  then,  companion,  according  to  your  ruling,  a  visitor  can  vote  ; 
and  if  the  nine  members  be  broKen  as  to  one  member,  the  same  rule  would  allow  two 
or  three  or  more  to  be  visitors,  and  we  would  have  the  work  and  business  of  our 
Chapters  done  by  a  majority  of  outsiders.  By  no  means.  There  should  be  nine 
members  present  at  all  openings  of  the  Chapter,  or  the  opening  is  not  legal ;  there 
must  be  nine  members  present  at  all  meetings,  or  the  proceedings  are  not  legal. 
When  degrees  are  being  conferred,  there  might  be  exceptions  to  this  rule,  but  it  is 
better  even  then  that  the  members  should  be  there  to  see  that  the  work  is  properly 
done,  and  be  ready  to  ballot  if  necessary." 
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Comp.  OoDBN,  after  digesting  this  clear,  and  we  thing  unansfrerable  argument  by 
Comp.  SouTHOATE,  gracefallj  comes  into  the  traces  as  follows : — 

We  are  more  than  half  inclined  to  think  Comp.  SonTHGATs  is  right.  A  Chapter  is 
a  legally  organized  body,  and  its  organization  as  sach  only  has  vitality  and  force  by 
reason  of  its  membership  thns  organized  ;  for  it  will  not  be  contended  that  nine  or 
more  regular  Royal  Arch  Masons  promiscaonsly  gathered  from  about  the  country,  in 
any  room,  or  in  a  place  "  representing,  &c,"  would  be  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  To  constitute  a  Chapter  there  must  be  prior  organism  from  competent 
authority,  and  in  a  regular  way.  And  it  would  seem,  by  strict  logic,  that  to  make  a 
legal  Chapter,  to  open  in  proper  form  and  do  business  in  a  legal  manner,  there  must 
be  nine  who  belong  to  and  who  constitute  and  help  to  make  the  organism  called  a 
Chapter,  holding  with  them  a  legal  charter,  and  being  recorded  and  in  good  standing 
as  members  of  the  body.  Being  vouched  for  an  outsider  may  visit,  but  he  is  not  a 
member  and  forms  no  part  of  the  organization,  and  really  may  not  participate  in  any 
of  the  business  or  proceedings  pertaining  thereto.  Convenience  may  call  for  this  to 
form  quorums  at  times,  but  law  cannot  bow  to  convenience  without  serious  risks, 
and  it  is  better  to  suffer  occasional  inconvenience  than  break  over  wholesome  rules, 
which  stand  at  all  times  a  bulwark  against  abuses.  We  are  satisfied  the  safer  rule  is 
to  require  the  presence  of  nine  members.  We  have  no  pride  of  opinion  to  gratify  in 
this  matter,  nor  do  we  think  the  rule  well  settled,  for  the  wisest  differ  upon  the 
question. 

We  have  always  contended  for  the  principle  as  laid  down  by  Comp.  Southoatb, 
and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  now  settled  the  question  definitely  by  declaring 
that  in  order  to  legally  open  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  nine  of  its  members 
must  be  present. 

Under  the  same  head,  he  quotes  Comp.  Southoate's  views  upon  the  powers, 
duties,  and  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters,  upon  which  subject  we  broke  a  lance 
with  our  "  old  fogy  "  friend  Comp.  Pierson,  of  Minnesota.    He  says : — 

In  the  following  tilt  with  Comp.  Pikrson,  of  Minnesota,  we  think  he  has  the  best 
of  it  :— 

Under  the  head  of  California,  Comp.  Wiogin's  views  of  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  (>rand  Master  are  dissented  from  in  these  words : — 

"  '  From  which  we  beg  leave  to  dissent.  It  is  only  within,  comparatively,  a  few 
years  that  written  constitutions  have  pretended  to  define  the  ** powers  and  duties'^ 
of  a  Grand  Master.  We  claim  that  a  Grand  Master  has  powers  and  prerogatives 
over  which  Grand  Lodges  have  no  authority,  and  with  which  they  have  no  right  to 
meddle— but  we  cannot  discuss  the  question  here.' " 

"We  must  dissent  from  your  view,  Comp.  Pierson.  There  are  good  authorities 
against  you  on  this  matter  touching  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master.  We  would 
be  glad 'for  you  to  show  us  what  are  the  prerogatives  over  which  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  no  authority.  We  know  the  doctrine  you  promulgate  in  the  few  words  we  quote 
is  maintained  by  some,  but  we  think  it  rather  out  of  date  in  these  latter  days,  and  it 
will  take  strong  reasoning  on  your  part  to  upset  Mackbt  and  Mitchell  on  this  *  one 
man  power.'  We  won't  discuss  the  subiect  here,  but  will  leave  it  by  asking  one 
question  :  Has  the  Grand  Lodge  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
Master?  If  you  answer  yes,  then  the  rest  follows.  If  no,  then  you  make  the  crea* 
ture  mightier  than  the  power  which  created,  and  that  is  an  absurdity.  Give  us  your 
views  in  full,  companion,  the  '  reason  of  the  faith  that  is  within  you,'  and  let  us  get  at 
you  fairly.'* 

We  regret  that,  owing  to  lack  of  time,  we  must  bere  close  our  review  of  one  of 
the  best  reports  that  has  come  to  our  notice.  To  read  Comp.  Ooden's  report  is  a 
real  pleasure,  and  we  trust  he  will  long  remain  in  the  position  he  so  ably  fills,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  with  honor  to  the  distinguished  body  he  represents. 

The  M.'.  E.\  Oeoroe  Van  Yliet  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  i?.'.  E»\ 
Christopher  G.  Fox  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Buffalo. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina  held  its  twenty-ninth  Annual  Convocation 
in  the  city  of  Newburn  on  the  fourth  day  of  June,  1877,— the  M.\  E.',  Thomas  S. 
Kenan,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R,'.  E.\  Donald  W.  Baim  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Fourteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  very  brief  and  confined  to  matters  of 
local  interest.    He  announces  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  William  G. 
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Hill,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  pays  an  eloquent  tribute  to  his 
memory. 

He  appeals  strongly  to  his  companions  to  sustain,  with  material  aid,  the  Orphan 
Asylum,  an  institution  founded  by  Masonic  charity  for  the  education  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  orphans  of  Masons. 

The  committee  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  address  was  referred,  cordially  con- 
curred in  the  views  expressed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  but  owing  to  the  condition 
of  the  finances,  no  special  donation  could  at  this  time  be  made.  They  therefore 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  :— 

Besolced,  That  the  High  Priest  of  every  Cliapter  shall  annually  appoint  a  standing 
committee  for  raising  funds  for  the  Orphan  Asylum,  and  require  said  committee  to 
report  in  writing  at  every , monthly  Convocation,  copies  of  which  reports,  with  the 
funds  received,  shall  be  transmitted  monthly  to  the  superintendent  of  the  asylum. 
The  support  of  the  asylum  shall  be  a  regular  order  of  business  in  every  Chapter  at 
each  regular  Convocation. 

When  we  seo  companions,  in  the  mid^t  of  financial  depression  and  business  stag- 
nation, struggling  to  cherish  and  maintain  a  noble  charity,  we  know  that  the  true 
spirit  of  Mason.ry  abides  in  their  hearts.  All  honor  to  our  companions  of  North  Car- 
olina, say  we,  and  may  success  attend  their  enterprise. 

Camp.  James  Southoate,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
informed  the  Grand  Chapter  that  the  report  of  the  committee  had  not  been  com- 
pleted, and  asked  for  thirty  days  further  time  in  which  to  prepare  the  report  for  pub- 
lication with  the  proceedings,  which  request  was  granted.  But  we  look  in  vain  for 
the  report,  which  does  not  appear  in  the  proceedings,  nor  is  any  reason  given  for  its 
absence.  This  is  a^reat  disappointment,  for  we  can  ill  afford  to  lose  such  reports  as 
Comp.  SorTHUATE  prepares.  Doubtless  he  has  some  good  and  sufficient  reason  for 
his  failure  this  year,  but  we  beg  that  he  will  not  again  disappoint  us.  We  call  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  another  distinguished  brother  once  attempted  to  slip  out  at 
the  SoiUhgate,  but  speedily  came  to  grief  in  consequence.  "A  word  to  the  wise," 
etc. 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  the  members  of  a  defunct  Chapter,  and  the 
spirit  of  charity  still  pervading  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  coveted  charter  was  restored 
and  the  arrearages  of  dues  remitted. 

We  regret  to  notice  that  six  Chapters  were  delinquent  in  the  payment  of  their 
annual  dues,  and  their  charters  were,  by  constitutional  provision,  thereby  forfeited. 

The  Grand  Secretary  in  his  report  makes  the  following  charitable  recommenda- 
tion, which  was  acted  upon  by  the  Grand  Chapter  : — 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  condition  of  these  Chapters  be  considered  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  with  a  view  to  some  action  to  relieve  them  of  their  embarrass- 
ment, and  restore  them  to  their  former  standing.  I  am  aware  that  tlie  resuscitation 
of  some  of  these  Chapters  is  hopeless.  If  conditioned  upon  the  payment  of  their 
entire  indebtedness,  and  I  have  cause  for  believing  that  if  relieved  of  the  present 
unfortunate  position,  some,  if  not  all  of  lliem,  will  resume  work.  The  growing  pros- 
perity of  this  Grand  body  is  attributable  in  a  great  measure  to  its  liberal  action 
towards  many  of  its  subordinates  that  had  succumbed  to  embarrassments  similar  to 
those  hereinbefore  alluded  to. 

The  decease  of  Comps.  Dovk  and  Qouley  was  feelingly  announced  by  the  Grand 
Secretary,  and  referred  to  Special  Committees,  who  made  appropriate  and  eloquent 
reports  in  eulogy  of  the  lamented  and  honored  dead. 

The  circular  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  relative  to  the  Council  degrees, 
was  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
act  with  a  similar  committee  appointed  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  looking  to  the  change 
of  the  Constitution  of  that  Grand  body  as  contemplated  in  the  circular. 

After  the  close  of. the  Grand  Chapter  the  members  thereof,  by  invitation  of  the 
companions  of  the  City  of  Newbern  and  the  Newbern  Grays,  enjoyed  a  grand  excur- 
sJoD  on  Nease  River  to  Pamlico  Sound.    Music  and  ladies  fair  lent  their  aid  to  the 
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enjoyment  of  the  occasion,  and,  of  coarse,  a  good  time  waa  the  result.    "  So  mote  it 
be  "  always.  Selah. 

The  3f.\  E.\  Charles  W.  Alexander  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
R.\  K'.  Donald  W.  Bain  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Raleigh. 

NOVA    SCOTIA. 

The  seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  wss  held  in 
the  city  of  Halifax  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  187G,— the  M.\  E.\  S.  R.  Sikcom,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.-.  E.\  Jame^  Gossip  being  (vrand  Secretary.  Eight  sub- 
ordinate Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announces  in  his  address  that  Union  Chapter,  No.  108,  and 
St.  John's  Chapter,  No,  130,  formerly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland,  had  both  declared  their  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  that  now  all  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  the  jurindictipn  were 
working  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter.    He  also  states  that  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  has  at  last  extended  to  them  a  full  and  cordial  recogni- 
tion, and  that  Representatives  had  been  appointed  by  the  respective  Grand  Bodies. 
The  Grand  High  Priest  further  says :  *'  It  is  a  source  of  infinite  satisfaction  for  me  to 
be  able  to  acquaint  you  that  the  differences  heretofore  existing  between  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  and  this  Grand  Chapter  are  thus  terminated,  and  that,  too, 
without  the  dignity  of  this  Grand  Chapter  being  in  any  way  compromised,  or  the 
wisdom  or  the  attitude  assumed  by  it  in  the  past,  being  in  the  slightest  degree  ques- 
tioned." 

He  announces  the  death  of  Comp.  Jackson  H.  Chase,  their  Grand  Representative 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  and  a  memorial  page  is  inscribed  in  his  honor. 

The  following  questions  were  submitted  to  him  by  the  Chairman  of  a  Committee 
on  the  Revision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  and  his 
answers  are  appended. 

l»t— "  When  does  a  companion  become  a  member  of  the  Chapter  ?  when  taking 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  or  after  signing  the  constitution  and  bylaws." 

Ana. — •'  When  he  has  received  the  Koyal  Arch  degree.'" 

2nd — "'Should  an  objection  prevail  and  be  equivalent  to  a  '  black  ball,'  or  should 
the  objector  be  required  to  prefer  charges  after  the  candidate  has  taken  one  or  more 
degrees,  when  we  are  required  to  ballot  but  once  for  all  the  degrees  .'"•' 

Ans. — "  An  objection  after  the  ballot,  but  previous  to  conferring  any  degree,  if 
valid,  is  equivalent  to  a  '  black  ball.' " 

*•  It  the  objection  takes  place  after  one  or  more  degrees  are  conferred,  where  the 
ballot  is  taken  but  once  for  all  the  degrees,  a  charge  should  be  preferred.  No  other 
mode  would  be  doing  justice  to 'the  candidate." 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Comp%  James  Gossip,  presents  a  brief  but  well  prepared 
Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  ot  thirty-five  Grand  Chapters  are 
courteously  reviewed.  California  for  1875  and  187G  is  fraternally  noticed.  He  takes 
issue  with  us  upon  the  effect  of  suspension  or  expulsion  by  the  Lodge  upon  Chapter 
membership,  and  in  order  that  our  companions  may  fully  comprehend  his  ideas,  we 
give  his  argument  in  full.  He  robs  as  of  one-third  of  oar  name,  bat  that  we  can 
forgive  him.    He  says : — 

Companion  Louis  WiaoiH  presents  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  an 
excellent  production  it  is  as  a  whole.  He  gives  us  a  wigging  in  reference  to  some 
remarks  of  ours,  wherein  we  express  our  opinion  that  the  action  of  a  Lodge  in  sus- 
pending or  expelling  a  member  does  not  take  like  effect  in  the  Chapter  without  con- 
viction in  the  latter  body.    We  still  adhere  to  our  peculiar  notions. 

Comp.  WiQGiN  says  that: — 

"  When  a  member  of  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  is  suspended  or  expelled 
bv  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  no  charges  preferred  agiiinst  him  in  the 
Chapter,  he  is  marked  on  the  roll  as  excluded,  lie  is  not  declared  to  be  su.<peuded  or 
expelled,  but  he  is  simply  excluded  Jroin  aparlicipatiori  in  our  rights  and  priciltges.^^ 
(The  italics  are  ours.) 

Now  it  is  evident  that  no  charge  having  been  preferred  in  the  Chapter  against  the 
brother  suspended  or  expelled  from  his  Lodge^  a  doubt  exists  as  to  any  grounds  for 
a  charge,  and  does  not  the  fact  of  the  simple  exclaavou  aa  «XiaX^vi  «Xk<:»s<^^\\sx^^  ^ 
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doabt  as  to  the  honesty  of  the  Lodge  action.  Why  not  act  in  a  straightforward  and 
constitational  manner,  and  give  to  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  that  fair  trial  to  which  he  is 
entitled?  If  he  has  committed  any  wron^  which  entitles  him  to  be  suspended  from 
his  privileges  as  a  Master  Mason,  surely  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  investigate  the  case 
in  the  Chapter,  and  deal  with  it  as  its  merits  deserve— certain  it  mnst  be  that  if  the 
crime  is  deserving  of  severe  punishment,  it  will  receive  equally  as  consistent  consid- 
eration in  the  Chapter  as  in  the  Lodge. 

Is  it  not  possible  that  a  Lodge  may  convict  a  brother  unjustly  f  Would  a  Chapter 
be  equally  bound  to  perpetuate  the  injustice  ?    We  think  not. 

Again  Comp.  Wiqoin  says :  **  If  the  Lodge  takes  a  notion  to  expel  one  of  us,  and 
the  Chapter  objects,  the  former  Body  would  say  to  the  latter  "  what  are  you  going  to 
do  about  it  ?  *' 

We  consider  that  for  a  Lodge  to  take  notions  on  such  a  serious  subject  as  suspen- 
sion or  expulsion  of  a  Mason,  lacks  the  element  of  common  honesty — and  is  an 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  subject,  and  it  is  partly  against  these  notians  that 
we  wish  to  guard  Capitular  Masonry. 

The  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  brother  from  the  fraternity  is  a  matter  of  no  slight 
importance,  and  we  do  but  claim  for  the  Chapter  the  right  to  prove  the  justness  or 
not  of  charges  made  against  its  members. 

In  reply  to  these  arguments,  we  would  simply  ask  Comp.  Gossip  if  he  could  con- 
scientiously hold  Masonic  communication  with  a  suspended  or  expelled  Mason?  Ex- 
pulsion is  Masonic  death  ;  and,  when  inflicted  by  a  Lodge,  it  is  a  matter  with  which 
a  Chapter  has  nothing  to  do,  and  in  which  it  can  exercise  no  control.  Suppose  a 
companion  is  lawfully  tried  in  his  Lodge  on  charges  regularly  preferred,  is  convicted 
and  expelled  ;  then  suppose  he  Is  tried  in  his  Chapter  on  the  same  charges  and  ac- 
quitted ;  what  effect  would  such  acquittal  have  upon  his  Masonic  standing  ?  None 
whatever.  The  Chapter  can  not  reverse  or  set  aside  the  action  of  the  Lodge,  which, 
when  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  flnal.  No  action  of  the  Chapter  can  have 
any  effect  upon  the  sentence  ;  they  may  go  through  the  form  of  trial  if  they  please, 
but  it  will  be  only  a  form,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  we  declare  a  companion,  who 
is  suspended  or  expelled  by  his  Lodge,  exdudedy  and  this  implies  no  doubt  as  to  any 
ground  for  a  charge,  but  simply  saves  the  Chapter  the  trouble  and  expense  of  a 
formal  trial,  the  result  of  which  could  in  no  possible  manner  affect  the  standing  of 
the  accused.  Comp.  Gossip  asks  :  "Is  it  not  possible  that  a  Lodge  may  convict  a 
brother  unjustly?  Would  a  Chapter  be  equally  bound  to  perpetuate  the  injustice  ?  " 
We  answer  that,  for  a  brother  to  be  upjustly  convicted  by  his  Lodge  is  within  the 
bounds  of  possibility ;  but  suppose,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chapter,  such  should  be 
the  case  ;  we  ask  again,  **  What  axe  you  going  to  do  about  it  T  "  The  most  that  yon 
could  do  would  be,  as  Master  Masons^  to  petition  the  Grand  Lodge  for  his  restora- 
tion or  a  reversal  of  his  sentence.  And  suppose  that  Comp.  Gossip,  knowing  the 
accused  party  to  be  expelled  by  his  Lodge,  should  receive  him  in  the  Chapter  and 
sit  with  him  as  a  Boyal  Arch  Mason,  would  he  not  render  himself  obnoxious  to 
charges  of  unmasonic  conduct  for  holding  Masonic  communication  with  one  who  was 
not  a  Mason? 

Under  the  head  of  Maine,  Comp.  Gossip  quotes  the  following : — 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  beg  leave  to  report :  that  in  case  of  Piscataquis  R.  A.  Chapter  vs.  Edwin 
U.  Nasom,  the  action  of  the  Chapter  in  filing  charges  and  trying  him  was  unnecessa- 
ry, as  he  had  been  tried  and  expelled  bv  Compose  Lodge,  and  the  general  rules 
define  that  a  brother  who  has  been  expelled  from  the  Lodge  is  also  expelled  from 
other  Masonic  bodies. 

Upon  which  he  comments  as  follows  :— 

We  do  not  know  what  the  "  general  rules"  are,  but  really  think  that  the  Chapter 
took  a  more  consistent  view  of  the  matter  than  that  propounded  by  the  above  com- 
mittee, and  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  although  there  might  be  no  doubt 
of  the  guilt  of  the  companion  in  question,  still,  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  the  Chapter 
were  undoubtedly  bound  to  give  him  a  fair  trial,  to  the  contrary  of  the  Lodge  action 
notwithstanding. 

Our  esteemed  Companion  Drumhond,  in  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
asks  us  bow  it  is  possible  that  we  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  could  hold  Masonic  inter- 
course with  a  man  whom  we  could  not  recognize  as  a  Master  Mason. 
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As  a  part  answer  thereto,  we  say  tbat  with  a  Master  Mason  unjostly  convicted  by 
his  Lodge,  we  would  nut  scruple  to  associate  masonically. 

Should  the  Fates  be  propitious  to  the  funds  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  we  promise  at 
a  future  day  to  go  into  tnis  and  other  subjects  which  appear  to  us  to  be  inconsist- 
ently viewed  by  some  of  our  sister  Grand  Chapters. 

If  Comp.  Gossip  assumes  the  right  to  array  his  individual  opinion  against  the 
Judgment  of  the  Lodge,  we  have  no  more  to  say ;  argument,  in  such  a  case,  is  use- 
less ;  but  we  do  most  earnestly  hope  that  the  Fates  will  be  propitious  to  the  funds  of 
bis  Grand  Chapter,  for  we  are  realty  anxious  to  know  what  arguments  can  be  ad- 
duced in  support  of  a  position  which  seems  to  us  utterly  untenable. 

The  M.\  E,-.  Charlbs  J.  Magdosald  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  the 
B,\  E.\  Jambs  Gossip  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Halifax. 

OHIO. 

The  sixty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio.was  holden  in 
the  city  of  Cleveland  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  August,  1877,— the  M,'.  E.\  Reu- 
ben C.  Lemmon,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  B,\  £.\  James  Nesbit  being 
Grand  Secretary.  Several  subordinate  Chapters,  if  not  more,  were  represented ; 
life  is  too  short  and  time  too  precious  to  count  them. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  chiefly  devoted  to  matters  of  local  in- 
terest. From  it  we  gather  that  the  Royal  Craft  in  Ohio  are  prosperous  and  harmo- 
nious. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  : — 

1.  September  24th.  Decided  that  Jefferson  Chapter,  under  dispensation,  could 
not,  after  the  annual  meeting  at  which  a  charter  was  granted  to  said  Chapter,  pro- 
ceed to  confer  degrees  until  the  Chapter  was  constituted  and  its  officers  installed. 
Section  2  of  Article  XI.  of  your  Constitution,  limits  the  authority  contained  in  such 
dispensation  to  the  conferring  of  degrees  "  until  the  next  annual  communication  ; '' 
ano  Section  3  of  Article  IV.  provides  that  "  each  Chapter  shall,  previous  to  its  com- 
mencing work  under  its  charter,  be  duly  constituted  and  its  officers  installed." 

2.  Nov.  25,  1876.    Held  that  Rule  14,  prescribed  by  this  Grand  Chapter  for  the 

government  of  its  subordinates,  annulled  tne  by-laws  of  Catnbridge  Chapter,  which 
xed  another  time  for  its  annual  election,    (bee  Proceedings,  lb74.  page  98 ;  Pro- 
ceedings, 1875,  pages  13  and  19.) 

3.  December  25, 1876.  Decided  that  any  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  standing  is 
eligible  to  any  office  in  his  Chapter  to  which  iiis  companions  may  elect  him.  (See 
Rule  2,  Proceedings  of  1874,  page  96.) 

4.  December  26, 1876.  Instructed  Circleville  and  New  Carlisle  Chapters  that 
they  had  a  right  to  install  their  officers  in  public,  if  they  desired  so  to  do.  (See  Pro- 
ceedings of  1861,  page  83.) 

5.  February  13,  1877.  Held  that  it  was  improper  for  a  Chapter  to  receive  a  peti- 
tion for  degrees  from  a  Master  Mason  who  was  not  then  a  member  of  a  Lodge.  (See 
Proceedings  of  1861,  page  81.) 

6.  Februarv  26,  1877.  Held  that  a  member  of  a  Chapter— not  recommending— 
who  petitions  xor  a  new  Chapter,  retains  membership  in  the  old  Chapter,  and  also, 
by  his  own  act,  becomes  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  new  Chapter.  To  avoid 
this,  he  should  obtain  a  dimit  from  the  old  when  he  petitions  for  the  new  Chapter. 

7.  Also,  that  a  Chapter  should  not  have  a  joint  occupancy  of  a  hall,  or  rooms 
connected  therewith,  with  any  society  not  Masonic. 

8.  March  17, 1877.  Decided  that  the  word  "  emergency,''  as  used  in  Rule  21, 
signifies  something  more  than  a  want  which  might,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
or  common  prudence,  have  been  foreseen  and  provided  for  ;  that  it  signifies  an  un- 
expected event — an  event  or  occasional  combination  which  calls  for  immediate  ac- 
tion or  remedy,  a  pressing,  unforeseen  necessity ;  and  that  the  desire  to  obtain  the 
degrees  of  the  Chapter  for  Uie  ulterior  purpose  of  getting  into  the  Commandery  in 
time  to  participate  in  the  march,  display,  ur  pageant  of  the  Knights  Templar  at  this 
their  Triennial  Encampment,  did  not  present  a  case  of  emergency  within  the  mean- 
ing of  said  rule  ;  and  that  the  members  of  a  Chapter  should  not  so  far  forget  the 
dignity  of  the  Chapter  as  to  yield  to  such  request.  In  conformity  with  this  opinion, 
on  the  30ih  of  June  I  refused  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  PainsviUe  Chapter,  relieving 
it  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  from  the  force  of  Rule  21  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

9.  April  21, 1877.  Decided  that  a  resolution  of  Bamilton  Chapter,  requiring  its 
Treasurer  to  pay  interest  on  balances  in  his  hands  as  Treasurer,  to  be  a  permission 
to  such  Treasurer  to  use  the  funds  of  such  Chapter  in  his  private  business.  JIam- 
iUon  Chapter  could  not  desire  its  Treasurer  to  pay  interest  onless  its  members  con- 
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templated  that  he  should  make  personal  gain  by  the  use  of  its  mone3-8,  and  in  8och 
case  the  mere  omission  of  the  Treasnrer  lo  refund  or  pay  over  when  required,  would 
not  constitute  a  Masonic  offense.  He  should  be  regarded  as  a  borrower,  and  the 
integrity  of  his  conduct  as  a  debtor  would  furnish  the  measure  of  his  liability  to  Ma- 
sonic discipline. 

In  these  decisions  we  fully  concur,  and  especially  do  we  indorse  No.  3,  and  re- 
commend it  to  the  attention  of  several  of  our  brother  reporters  who  have  "hauled 
us  over  the  coals  ''  for  advocating  the  same  doctrine. 

He  announces  the  death  of  C  >mp.  Kent  Jarvis,  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  pays  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory. 

During  the  Convocation,  the  General  Grand  OflBcers  of  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter, and  other  distinguished  visitors,  were  received  and  welcomed. 

Comp.  William  L.  Bukchneii  presents  an  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence, 
albeit  he  sees  tit  to  apologize  for  its  shortcomings  on  account  of  lack  of  time  to  pre- 
pare it.  No  apology  was  necessary,  companion  ;  the  report  does  you  credit,  and  we 
regret  that  the  pressure  of  other  avocations  necessitates  your  retirement  from  the 
reportorial  corps.  The  proceedings  of  thirty-three  (2rand  Chapters  are  reviewed, 
briefly  but  ably  ;  but  we  should  have  been  better  pleased  with  the  report  had  Cali- 
fornia found  a  place  therein.  For  thi:*  omission,  however,  we  do  not  blame  Comp. 
BuECHNER,  for  we  presume  by  some  accident  we  failed  to  connect  with  the  (^rand 
Secretary. 

Comp.  BuKCHNKR  does  not  always  concur  in  our  views,  but  we  can  afford  to  differ, 
and  a  difference  of  opinion,  honestly  and  courteously  expressed,  is  entitled  to.  and 
will  always  receive,  our  respect. 

Under  the  head  of  Georgia,  he  places  himself  on  the  record  as  opposed  to  the 
doctrine  of  universal  suffrage  and  perpetual  jurisdiction.  On  the  temperance  que«-  . 
tion  he  is  somewhat  shaky,  but  he  got  his  impression  of  our  views  from  Comp. 
Law^rence,  of  Georgia,  who  says  we  are  *'  inveterate  in  our  belief  that  Masonry 
should  resolve  itselJ  into  a  Good  Templar  society,"'  which  is  altogether  a  niisUike. 
"We  have  never  advocated  any  such  thing.  Our  views  upon  this  question  have  been 
often  expressed  and  arc  well  known. 

Under  the  head  of  Wisconsin,  he  quotes  the  following  from  the  report  of  Comp. 
CoTTRiLL,  in  which  he  concurs  : — 

Comp.  C.VRR  advocates  the  allowance  of  votes  by  visitors  for  the  Chapter  degree*  ; 
but  the  p-Hitioii  seeing  to  us  entirely  indefensible,  ami  as  tending  to  obliterate  all  the 
standing  rules  of  jurisdiction  over  the  candidntes.  If  the  vi.nitor  can  vote,  as  being  a 
member  generally  of  the  Craft,  why  not  then  let  the  applicant  go  anywhere  and  every- 
where for  hia  degrees,  till  he  can  iirid  some  Chapter  thul  will  take  him.  The  right  of  visi- 
tation we  hold  to  be  a  mere  light  of  visitation— a  riglit  to  look  on  and  be  comfortable 
among  one's  brethren — to  learn,  mayhap,  as  to  work  and  lectures— to  become  bet- 
ter versed  thereby  iu  all  matters  pertaining  to  Capituhir  Masonry.  But  all  this  does 
Dot  vest  the  visitor  with  the  transaction  of  the  buhiness  proper  of  the  Chapter  which 
he  vihits. 

"Them's  onr  sentiments,"  exactly. 

The  M.'.  E.'.  James  W.  Undeuiiill  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
J2.'.  E.'.  James  Nesbit  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address:  Troy. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  holden  at  the  city  of  Columbus  on  the 
tenth  day  of  October,  1S78. 

OREQON. 

The  seventeenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Portland  on  the  eighth  day  of  June,  1877,— the  M.',  E.\  J.  B.  Lee,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  the  li.'.  E.'.  R.  P.  Earuart  being  Grand  Secretary'.  Eleven 
subordinate  Chapters  were  represented.  The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  a  good 
address,  in  which  he  exhorts  his  companions  as  follows  : — 

Companions,  we  are  here  at  this  time  in  the  capacity  of  laborers,  and  not  ak>oe 
for  the  pleasure  of  meeting  one  another,  but  as  the  representatives  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  iu  Oregon  ;  the  companions  not  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  us  are  look- 
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iog  on  and  expecting  from  us  a  good  report;  let  them  not  be  disappointed,  and  let  as 
Dot  forget  that  in  our  labors  here  we  are  working  not  alone  for  the  present  bat  for 
the  fature ;  let  us  endeavor  to  shed  from  this  sacred  Temple  a  ray  of  holy  light 
whose  brilliant  effulgence  may  illnroinate  the  pathway  of  every  companion  that  owes 
a  just  allegiance  to  our  authority,  that  will  enable  them  to  look  with  a  clearer  per- 
ception beyond  the  tolls  and  troubles  of  this  world  into  the  future  with  a  faith  that 
when  the  present  shall  be  dissolved,  when  the  portentous  clouds  that  have  separated 
ua  from  the  world  to  come  shall  be  rolled  away  as  a  scroll,  when  we  have  crossed 
that  dark  and  turbid  river,  whose  dashing  waves  have  so  long  filled  our  minds  with 
a  timidity  that  cannot  be  driven  away,  that  death  fhall  be  swallowed  op  in  victory, 
that  we  may  gain  an  admission  into  that  Temple,  not  made  with  hands,  within  whose 
sactnm  sanctorum,  inlaid  with  gold  and  beset  with  sparkling  gems,  shall  be  written 
in  ever  living  characters,  *'  Hohness  to  the  Lord/' 

He  reports  that  the  year  has  been  one  of  peace  and  harmony.  No  complaints 
had  reached  him,  and  he  had  been  called  upon  to  render  no  decisions.  Three  dis- 
pensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters  had  been  granted  during  the  year. 

The  tragical  death  of  Comp.  Geo.  Frank  Gouley  is  feelingly  announced,  and  a 
fraternal  tribute  was  paid  to  his  memory. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  $711  84. 

The  circulars  from  the  Grand  Chapters  and  Grand  Councils  of  Mississippi  and  Cal- 
ifornia were  read  and  referred  to  a  special  committee,  which  committee  reported  as 
follows  :— 

To  the  M.'.  E.'.  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon  :-- 

The  undersigned,  your  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communica- 
tions from  the  iirand  Chapters  of  California  and  Mississippi,  announcing  their  joint 
action  with  authorized  Representatives  of  the  if.'.  P.'.  Grand  Council  of  Uoyal  and 
Select  Masters  of  their  relative  jurisdictions,  concerning  the  transfer  of  the  degrees 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  to  the  Chapter,  fraternally  report  that  they  fully  concur 
•  in  the  recommendations  of  said  Joint  Committees,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  (general  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  is  respectfully 
petitioned  to  permit  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  to  be  conferred  as  a 
part  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

Jas.  R.  Batley,  ) 

F.  J.  Babcock,  V  Committee, 

E.  I.  Bailey,      ) 

Thus  we  score  another  ally  in  the  cause,  and  the  proposition  seems  to  meet  with 
general  favor. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail ;  and  if 
they  were  to  prospect  for  grievances  they  would  not  raise  the  color.  "  Behold  !  how 
good  and  how  pleasant  it  is,''  &c. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  was  duly  recognized. 

The  following  resolution,  much  to  our  surprise,  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Chapters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  shall 
not  grant  a  dimit  to  any  companion,  a  member  of  their  renpective  Chapters,  unless 
such  applicant  desires  to  remove  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter  to  which  he 
applies  for  a  dimit,  or  wishes  to  become  a  member  of  another  Chapter. 

We  believe  any  companion  whose  dues  are  paid,  and  against  whom  no  charges 

are  pending,  has  a  right  to  withdraw  from  member-thip  whenever  he  may  so  elect, 

without  assigning  any  reason  for  such  withdrawal,  and  without  being  hampered  with 

any  conditions  whatever.    As  he  came  into  the  Order  freely  and  voluntarily,  so 

should  he  be  allowed  to  retire  if  he  feeU  so  di!3posed.    We  want  no  forced  member- 

ahip ;  it  is  worse  than  no  membership  at  all,  for  it  breeds  dissensions  and  stirs  up 

strife. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  see  that  Comp.  T.  McF.  Patton  has  again  resumed  the  head 

of  the  Department  of  Correspondence,  and  we  extend  to  him  a  most  hearty  welcome 

back  to  the  bosom  of  the  M.  A.  S.    He  greets  us  with  a  report  covering  one  hundred 

and  seventy  pages,  and  embracing  reviews  of  the  transactions  of  thirty-nine  Grand 

Chapters,  many  of  them  for  two  years. 
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We  cannot  complain  that  California  is  left  oat  in  the  cold  this  time,  for  onr  pro- 
ceedings for  1875  and  1876  are  thoroughly  and  fraternally  reviewed,  and  many  kind 
words  are  said  of  as  which  cause  the  milk  of  human  kindness  to  well  up  in  onr 
bosom,  neutralising  the  natural  acidity  of  our  disposition,  softening  and  toning 
down  the  belligerent  tendencies  of  onr  Indian  nature,  and  lessening  our  desire  for 
scalps. 

From  the  following  we  infer  that  the  mails  between  here  and  Oregon  are  some- 
what uncertain  and  not  always  to  be  depended  upon : — 

It  seems  yery  strange  indeed  that  printed  matter  cannot  be  transmitted  from  San 
Francisco  with  regularity.  We  are  willing  to  exercise  patience  for  a  month,  two 
months,  or  even  six  months,  (when  the  schedule  time  is  four  days,)  but  when  it  is 
extended  to  one  and  two  years  we  become  disgusted.  The  fault  is  not  with  the 
Grand  Secretary,  bat  with  those  donH-care-a-oerU  contractors  and  negligent  route 
agents,  who  throw  away  every  document  which  by  chance  becomes  injured  so  as  to 
deface  the  address.  They  ought  to  have  sufficient  intelligence  to  discern  right  from 
wrong,  and  not  destroy  or  lose  any  publication  of  Masonic  character.  We  hope 
hereafter  that  such  documents  may  be  forwarded  to  Grand  Secretary  for  inspection 
at  least. 

No  doubt  our  companions  in  California,  especially  Companion  Wiogin,  will  think 
that  we  are  standing  on  our  dignity,  and  refuse  recognition.  Such  is  not  the  case : 
we  simply  wanted  some  word  from  them  for  consideration  and  reflection :  then  and 
only  then  could  they  hear  onr  horn  toot.  To-day  we  are  surfeited  with  information 
from  this  prosperous  Jurisdiction.  The  proceedings  of  1876  and  1876  are  before  us 
for  exammation.  We  would  have  preferred  to  make  the  examination  of  these  pro- 
ceedings separately,  so  that  our  companions  should  not  gorge  themselves  at  one 
good  meal,  then  starve  for  an  indefinite  period  ;  but  we  have  firmly  resolved  to  clear 
our  table,  and  trust  to  Providence  for  a  feast  or  a  famine  on  our  next  annual  tour. 

We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  Comp.  Patton  has  the  material  to  serve  up  a  square 
meal,  so  far  as  California  is  concerned,  annually  hereafter,  providing  the  mails  do 
not  fail  us.    Commenting  upon  onr  report,  he  says : — 

We  had  the  hardihood  three  years  since  to  comment  upon  what  we  thought 
rather  tough,  in  regard  to  suspension  in  a  Chapter  because  the  companion  did  not 
affiliate  within  twelve  months;  while  at  the  same  time  he  (Wiooin)  contended  that 
if  a  companion  was  not  able  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a  Chapter  and  Lodge,  that  he 
^ould  give  the  Lodge  the  preference. 

Whife  we  agree  with  Companion  WiooiH  that  a  Mason's  first  duty  is  to  his  Lodge, 
and  that  if  financially  unable  to  meet  the  demands  of  both,  that  he  should  not  con- 
tract any  liability  which  he  could  not  meet,  by  affiliating  with  a  Chapter :  yet  when 
Companion  Wioow,  as  we  understood  him,  advocated  the  suspension  of  snch,  and 
even  without  trial,  by  mere  operation  of  a  By-Law,  we  entered  our  protesL 

The  following,  in  explanation  of  his  position,  is  satisfactory,  and  he  can  connt  on 
08  as  a  faithful  ally,  in  all  his  fature  battles. 

We  are  glad  that  our  explanation  was  satisfactory  and  that  we  may  count  on  so 
staunch  an  ally  in  the  ftitnre. 

In  reviewing  onr  proceedings  for  1876,  he  says: — 

Eighty-six  solid  pages  are  devoted  exclusively  to  Comp.  Wiooin  for  his  valuable 
report.  There  is  less  waste  paper  in  this  report  than  any  one  on  our  table.  The 
proceedings  of  thirty -foar  Grand  Chapters  are  critically  examined,  onr  own  for  1875 
oeing  of  tne  number. 

He  says  of  onr  Grand  High  Priest,  that  he  is  afflicted  with  eaeo€lhe$  scribendi^  as 
he  never  knew  one  of  his  addresses  to  occupy  more  than  one  page  before.  Now  if 
Companion  Wigoin  had  nsed  his  native  Modoc  tongue,  and  aaia  that  onr  Grand  High 
Priest  was  afflicted  with  *'Bm  closh  tocnoa,''  we  would  have  considered  it  compli- 
mentary, but  to  openly  accuse  him  with  being  affected  with  a  contagious  disease  such 
as  eacoetheB,  we  are  inclined  to  deny  it,  and  assure  our  companion  that  our  G.  H.  P. 
never  had  one  in  his  life. 

Possibly  not;  bat  '*  TTote  nika  cum-tuz,"  at  any  rate  he  is  a  "  Bjfos  tioA 
(Ultcum. 

Comp.  Patton,  when  he  desires  to  be  particularly  polite  and  conciliatory,  addrenes 
as  by  our  aboriginal  cognomen.  Having  complained  once  on  a  time  of  neglect  on 
the  part  of  Comp.  Pattov  to  notice  ns,  he  responds  as  follows : — 
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No,  we  don't  think  yon  anworthv  of  notice,  on  the  contrary,  "Setionohin,^^  we  love 
yon  dearly ;  not  only  becaase  yon  nave  spoken  of  as  in  kind  terms,  but  for  your  gen* 
eral  "  gel  up  and  get"  You  have  such  magnetism  about  yon,*hat  we  long  for  a  more 
intimate  acquaintance — for  the  time  when  we  can  put  our  number  eleven  brogans  on 
your  office  table  and  patronizingly  inquire  for  that  deposit  of  wampum. 

We  shall  welcome  the  time  when  those  number  elevens  occupy  our  office  table  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  other  matter,  and  the  wampum  belt  shall  be  opened,  yea  verily, 
the  calumet  shall  be  smoked,  and  over  a  steaming  decoction  of  hot  t— ea,  we  will 
take  counsel  together  as  to  how  we  shall  discomfit  and  bring  to  repentance  those  old 
ainnera,  Coimon,  PiEKflON  k  Co.,  who  love  their  toddies,  and  ''  will  not  listen  to  the 
voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  never  so  wisely." 

We  find  an  able  coadjutor  on  the  temperance  question  in  the  person  of  Comp. 
Patton,  who,  in  the  following  sad  instance,  presents  an  argument  which  speaks  as 
with  a  thousand  tongnes  in  favor  of  the  position  we  have  taken.  How  many  instances 
we  have  known  of  the  kind,  where  the  poor  victims  might  with  truth  have  uttered 
the  same  words  as  did  the  unfortunate,  instanced  by  Comp.  Patton.    He  says : — 

Masons  are  Just  as  liable  to  violate  recognized  law  in  this  particular,  as  in  any 
other :  and  we  cannot  see  any  impropriety  in  diHcussiog  the  question  in  Lodges  or 
out  oi  them,  when  the  happiness  and  well  being  of  so  many  of  our  companions 
depends  npon  the  due  restraint  which  renders  the  body  tame  and  governable.  It  is 
an  undeniable  fact  that  we,  as  Masons,  are  derelict  in  our  dutv,  in  watching  over 
those  who  think  they  are  capable  of  governing  themselves,  and  yet  need  constant 
admonition.  There  is  a  mistaken  notion  prevailing  in  the  minds  of  some  that  Ma- 
sonry is  80  free  in  all  its  requirements  and  teachings,  that  ite  votaries  can  do  just  as 
they  please,  regardless  of  law  or  usage — that  it  is  a  delicate  matter  to  remind  a  com- 
panion of  his  faults.  Is  it  not  our  duty?  Will  any  one  deny  it?  Then  if  it  is  our 
duty  why  should  it  be  considered  indelicate  to  remind  our  brother  of  his  errors  or  to 
endeavor  to  reclaim  him  ? 

A  few  days  ago  many  of  us  were  called  upon  to  pay  the  last  sad  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  memory  of  one,  respected  and  honored  by  us  all. 

Twenty  years  before,  the  writer  of  this  report,  with  him,  received  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree— the  first  that  ever  received  the  degree  in  Oregon.  He  is  gone ;  and  this  is 
the  record  which  he  bequeaths  to  those  who  survive  him : — 

"  Whisky y  (ke  demons  has  mattered  ms  ae  it  wUl  others.  False  to  my  family, 
fcdse  to  my  friends.^ 

We  ask  our  companions  to  reflect  a  moment  ere  it  is  too  late.  We  say  that  Com- 
panion WiGOiN  is  riffht  in  presenting  the  matter  as  he  has.  We  commend  him  for  it, 
and  pledge  him  our  nearty  co-operation.  Other  matters  deserve  notice  but  space  will 
not  permit. 

Again,  under  the  head  of  District  of  Columbia,  he  expresses  himself  as  follows  :^ 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  our  Lodges,  Chapters  and  Reports  on  Corres- 
pondence, are  proper  places  to  discuss  any  question  affecting  the  moral  or  physical 
well  being  of  our  companions.  We  have  a  right,  nay,  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  the 
character  and  reputation  of  our  Institution.  It  is  human  to  err,  and  Masons  are  but 
men.    The  best  of  men  have  been  known  to  err — to  fall. 

The  Masonic  fraternity,  with  all  its  guards,  its  well  defined  principles,  and  beau- 
tiful teachings,  cherishes  within  her  folds  to-day,  those  who,  in  the  exercise  of  that 
freedom  of  which  some  of  our  companions  lave  to  speak,  seem  determined  to  bring 
ahame  and  disgrace  upon  the  whole  fraternity. 

Intemperance  is  regarded  as  an  offense  against  Masonry.  It  cannot  be  considered 
otherwise,  when  we  proclaim  to  the  world  that  Temperance  is  a  Cardinal  Virtue. 
Hence  we  claim  that  we  have  an  unquestionable  right  to  talk  and  write  against  any- 
thing which  constitutes  an  offense  against  Masonry.  If  we,  as  Masons,  woald  live 
consistent  with  our  profession,  there  would  be  no  necessity  of  discussion  in  or  out  of 
Chapters.  But  when  we  see  scores  of  our  companions  on  the  down  grade,  and  fail 
to  admonish  or  even  discipline  them,  we  simply  fail  to  do  our  duty. 

No,  companions,  don't  give  your  aid  and  comfort  to  an  enemy;  especially  snch  a 
one  as  the  demon  of  intemperance.  Let  us  administer  words  of  kindness;  let  ua 
discharge  our  whole  duty,  then  we  have  nothing  to  fear. 

The  report  is  a  splendid  one,  and  worthy  the  pen  of  Comp.  Patton.  There  are 
many  good  things  in  it  which  we  are  obliged  to  omit  for  want  of  time. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.  Address :  Port- 
land. 
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QUEBEC. 

With  pleasare  we  welcome  one  more  to  oar  family  circle  and  extend  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  to  our  yonngest  sister,  Quebec. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  December,  1876,  the  Representatives  of  seyen  chartered 
Chapters  assembled  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  pursuant  to  a  circular  issued  by  a  large 
number  of  Royal  Arch  Kasons,and  in  peace  and  harmony  formed  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Quebec. 

The  M.'.  K\  JoHH  Hamilton  Graham  was  elected  Grand  Z.,  and  the  Rr.  £.-• 
James  T.  McMinn  was  elected  Grand  Scribe  E. 

The  first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Montreal  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  September,  1877,->the  M.\  E,\  John  Hamilton  Graham,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  E,'.  James  T.  McMinn  being  Grand  Scribe  E.  The  Grand 
Z.  delivered  a  well  written  address,  in  which  he  congratulates  his  companions  upon 
the  auspicious  organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  fraternal  welcome  already 
extended  to  it  by  sister  Grand  Bodies  in  the  Dominion  and  elsewhere  in  the  Masonic 
world.  He  recommends  the  establishment  of  the  Representative  system,  and  also 
that  an  address  be  prepared  and  presented  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  expressive  of  their  devoted  attachment  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  to  Hia 
Royal  Highness  the  Heir  apparent,  and  their  nnswerving  loyalty,  affection  for  and 
love  to  the  Parent  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  and  to  the  mother  land.  He  announces 
that  the  destroyer,  death,  has  already  been  in  their  midst  and  removed  the  first  Prin- 
cipal Sojourner,  Comp.  James  Gibson,  and  recommends  that  a  memorial  page  be 
inscribed  to  his  memory. 

A  delegation  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont  was  present,  and  R.\  E.\  Comp. 
Whitcomb,  Grand  Secretary  of  that  Grand  Body,  in  a  few  graceful  words,  conveyed 
to  the  Convocation  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  at  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont,  held  on  the  day  previous,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
extending  cordial  and  fraternal  recognition  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec ;  for 
which  act  of  courtesy  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  tendered  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Vermont. 

A  brief,  but  good  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, who  thus  modestly  introduces  himself: — 

We  approach  the  duty  imposed  on  us  by  the  generous  kindness  and  confidence  of 
our  Jlf.'.  E\  Grand  Z.  with  much  fear  and  trembling.  We  trust  that  our  youth  and 
inexperience  will  plead,  trumpet-tongued,  against  any  very  severe  criticism,  and  ti.at 
all  crudeness  observable  in  the  arrangement  and  getting  up  of  the  diflferent  reports 
will  be  excused  on  these  grounds.    We  have  only  to  express  the  hope  that  the  com- 

f)anions  of  our  jurisdiction  may  experience  as  much  pleasure  from  the  results  of  our 
abor,aB  we  have  ourselves  found  in  the  work,  and  that  they  may  thereby  be  induced 
to  search  for  further  light  regarding  the  important  questions  so  ably  discussed  by  the 
master  minds  of  the  Order  in  the  various  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Bodies  under 
review. 

His  report  deals  with  the  transactions  of  only  fifteen  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  "  one 
of  whom  California  is  not  which.''  This  will  do,  however,  for  a  beginning,  and  we 
see  signs  of  the  '*  coming  man  "  in  this  initiatory  effort. 

We  shall  take  measures  to  establish  communication  with  our  Quebec  companions, 
which  we  hope  will  be  hereafter  uninterrupted. 

Under  the  head  of  Arkansas,  Comp.  McMinn  gets  in  the  following  good  shot, 
which  we  hope  will  have  its  effect. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Arkansas  complains  of  a  lack  of  Interest  on  the  part  of 
the  great  body  of  the  fraternity  in  Masonic  literature.  Whereupon  Comp.  McMinn 
gives  him  the  following  gentle  hint : — 

Now,  dear  and  respected  Grand  High  Priest  of  Arkansas,  as  example  is  in  all 
cases  better  than  precept,  when  jon  are  so  strongly  impressed  with  the  value  of  Ma- 
sonic literature  and  its  influence  for  good  on  the  companions,  why  don't  yon  insist  on 
some  of  your  experienced  companions  (for  doubtless  yon  have  many  of  them  in  your 
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jorisdiction)  prodacing  a  well  digested  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  We 
might  fill  our  pages  to  overflowing  with  the  valuable  recommendations  given  to  this 
department  of  Masonic  labor  by  the  best  minds  we  boast  of  as  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Craft.  Please  think  of  this  in  future,  and  don't  deny  the  companions  of  your  juris- 
diction the  best  possible  Masonic  literature  you  can  lay  before  them.  From  the  im- 
mortal apology  once  given  by  Comp.  Van  Hoosb,  instead  of  a  report,  we  know  what 
you  can  do  if  you  try.  We  are  glad  to  notice  a  committee  on  this  subject  has  been 
appointed. 

Under  the  head  of  Georgia,  he  quotes  the  following  decisions  :— 

"  A  companion  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  not  liable  for  them  during 
the  time  of  his  suspension/' 

*'  A  companion  suspended  for  non-payment  of  Lodge  dues  cannot  sit  in  a  Chap- 
ter." 

Upon  which  he  says : — 

The  above  decisions  are  both  contrary  to  the  rulings  in  our  jurisdiction.  While 
laying  no  responsibility  on  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  for  the  opinions  here 
expressed,  we  must  say  for  ourselves  that  we  are  disposed  to  agree  with  the  latter 
decision.  This  knotty  question  has  always  presented  itself  to  our  minds  thus :  the 
constitutional  foundation  on  which  the  exaltation  of  a  Master  Mason  is  erected,  is 
with  us  '*hi9  good  standing"  as  such;  if  by  the  action  of  his  Lodge,  the  foundation 
be  impaired  or  destroyed,  the  entire  structure  seems  to  us  to  become  weakened  and 
in  danger  of  destruction.  We  dare  not  knowingly  exalt  a  suspended  Mason  ;  why 
then  continue  to  employ  irapeifect  material  in  the  building  of  the  temple. 

Comp.  McMiNN  has  evidently  got  the  right  idea,  although  he  is  a  little  backward 
in  expressing  it,  being  contrary  to  the  practice  of  his  Grand  Chapter,  But  he  is  per- 
fectly correct,  all  the  Grand  Chapters  in  the  world  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
The  idea  is  simply  this :  take  away  the  foundation  and  down  comes  the  house. 

We  also  dissent  from  the  first  decision.  We  hold  that  a  companion,  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  is  liable  for  them  during  the  time  of  his  suspension. 

Under  the  same  head,  he  says : — 

The  M,\  E.\  Grand  High  Priest  also  decides,  and  in  this  decision  we  most  cordi- 
ally agree,  that  all  By  laws  in  subordinate  Chapter  of  this  nature,  "  that  no  member 
in  arrears  of  does  for  twelve  months  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  voting,"  are 
illegal  and  unconstitutional. .  If  Georgia  will  excuse  us  we  should  like  to  refer  to  a  case 
occurring  in  another  iurisdiction,  which  bears  strongly  upon  this  point.  It  occurs 
in  the  proceedings  of  WiscouMin  for  187G,  and  for  a  clear  and  distinct  statement  of  it 
we  are  indebted  to  the  proceedings  of  Colorado ;  our  acknowledgments  are  tendered 
accordingly.  A  protest  was  entered  against  the  installation  of  a  Secretary  elect,  on 
the  strength  of  a  section  of  one  of  the  Chapter  By-laws  reading  thus  :  "  No  member 
shall  be  eligible  for  office  who  is  in  arrears  for  dues  exceeding  one  year."  The  elec- 
tion was  suspended  ;  the  question  was  referred  to  the  Grand  High  Priest,  whose 
decision  was  in  favor  of  enforcing  the  By-law,  on  the  grounds  that  the  companion 
was  fully  aware  of  its  provisions  and  should  have  complied  with  them.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Jurisprudence  reported  on  this  decision,  and  tnus,  we  are  glad  to  say,  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  light  out  of  darkness,  by  presenting  the  following  resolution,  which 
the  Grand  Chapter  adopted,  and  which  has  our  entire  approval : — 

"  Benolted,  That  all  By-laws  adopted  by  any  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction,  dis- 
franchising any  member  thereof,  without  due  notice  and  trial,  are  hereby  declared 
by  this  Grand  (chapter  to  be  unmasonic  and  of  no  force." 

This  we  commend  to  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  all  Masonic  Bodies,  as  in 
our  opinion  strictly  sound  and  constitutional.  We  trust  the  importance  of  the  mat. 
ter  will  sufficiently  excuse  us  intruding  this  Wisconsin  case  under  the  head  of  Georgia. 

We  must  dissent  ft'om  the  opinion  expressed  by  Comp.  McMinn  upon  this  ques- 
tion.  We  bold  that  a  companion  who  neglects  or  refuses  to  pay  his  dues,  when  able  so 
to  do,  commits  a  Masonic  offense,  for  which  he  is  amenable  to  the  law.  The  By-laws 
of  the  Chapter  to  which  he  has  subscribed,  and  which  By-laws  have,  or  should  have 
had,  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  prescribe  the  punishment  for  such  offense. 
It  is  not  necessary  that  charges  should  be  preferred  and  the  useless  formality  of  a 
trial  proceeded  with;  the  fact  is  patent;  the  companion  has  not  complied  with  the 
law,  therefore  he  is  debarred  from  the  privilege  of  voting  and  is  ineligible  to  office. 
The  decision  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Wisconsin  was  therefore  correct,  and  the 
resolution  presented  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  was  clearly  wrong. 
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Under  the  heftd  of  Yermont,  be  places  himself  squarely  upon  the  record  against 
the  pestiferous  doctrine  of  "  aDiversal  snffrage.'^    Upon  this  qnestion  he  says : — 

We  have  but  limited  opportunities  of  reyiewing  the  very  masterly  report  on  For- 
ign  Correspondence,  and  can  but  glance  at  one  question,  we  find,  amongst  many  of 
t£e  Grand  Chapters  whose  proceedings  have  come  under  our  eye,  opinions  expressed 
in  favor  of  permitting  "  visitors  "  to  ballot  for  candidates,  vote  on  questions  raised, 
and  otherwise  take  part,  with  the  actual  members  thereof,  in  the  business  and  work 
of  any  Chapter  they  may  happen  to  visit.  In  Canadian  Jurisdictions,  such  a  practice, 
so  far  as  we  are  aware,  is  entirely  and  utterly  unknown,  and  we  hope  it  nay  long 
remain  so.  In  Comp.  Poland's  review  of  North  Carolina,  we  find  quoted,  what  the 
companion  justly  says  is  the  unanswerable  criticism  of  the  committee.  The  North 
Carolina  reporter  takes  Comp.  Carr,  of  Kansas,  to  task  for  favoring  the  Texas  rule  of 
allowing  visiting  members  to  vote  on  petitions  for  degrees,  and  thus  addresses  him  :— 

"  We  will  divide  on  that,  companion.  If  we  visit  vour  family,  although  intimately 
connected,  an  old  friend,  member  of  the  same  church,  and  all  that,  will  you  allow  us 
to  say  how  your  family  should  be  governed,  who  should  be  in  your  household  ?  Ac, 
Ac,  Methinks  were  such  liberties  taken,  Comp.  Carr  would  show  us  the  door,  and 
rightly  too.  Let  every  household,  Masonic  as  well,  manage  its  own  aifairs,  and  then 
no  one  can  complain." 

Amen,  so  mote  it  be,  most  heartily  we  respond. 

And  we,  as  heartily,  echo  the  response. 

Under  the  head  of  Wisconsin,  in  reviewing  the  excellent  report  of  Comp.  Gottbill, 
he  says  :— 

We  have  only  room  for  his  remarks  on  one  subject,  that  of  Lodge  suspension  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  which  come  better  up  to  our  ideas  than  the  rulings  we  are  aware 
prevail  in  Canada.    Speaking  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Arkansas,  he  says  :— 

'*  He  decided  that  Lodge  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  would  not  work 
suspension  in  the  Chapter.  The  Grand  Chapter  sustained  the  decision,  although  a 
majority  of  the  committee  reported  to  the  contrary.  We  think  the  majority  took  the 
right  view.  We  cannot  in  the  Lodge  hold  intercourse  with  a  suspended  Mason ;  if 
we  cannot  in  the  Lodge,  we  cannot  elsewhere.  If  we  cannot  do  it  in  the  basement, 
we  cannot  in  the  parlor  or  chamber  above." 

Precisely  our  own  view,  though  we  might  have  subjected  our  brains  to  a  good 
deal  of  "  boiling  down ''  before  we  could  have  expressed  it  so  tersely  and  neatly. 

The  report  of  Comp.  McMinh  convinces  us  that  his  head  is  level  on  most  of  the 
questions  he  so  ably^discusses,  and  we  extend  to  him  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  report- 
orial  corps. 

The  Mr,  E.'.  John  Hamilton  Graham  was  re-elected  Grand  Z.  and  the  R.\  E,\ 
Jambs  T.  MoMinh  was  re-elected  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  re-appointed  as  Committee  on 
Correspondence.    Address :  Montreal. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

For  some  reason  the  proceedings  of  Rhode  Island  have  failed  to  reach  qs  for  two 
years,  until  now,  when  we  have  two  pamphlets,  one  containing  the  proceedings  for 
1875-6,  the  other  those  for  1877. 

The  seventy-seventh  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Providence  on 
the  ninth  day  of  March,  1875,— the  jlf.*.  J?.*.  Franckllo  G.  Jillbon,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding,  the  J2.*.  J^.*.  Gbobox  H.  Burnham  being  Grand  Secretary.  Ten 
subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  eminently  practical,  bat  containa  nothing 
of  general  interest.    No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  re-elected. 


The  seventy-eighth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Providence  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  1876,  the  Grand  High  Priest  presiding.  Ten  subordi- 
nate Chapters  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  brief,  and  principally  cpnflned  to  local 
matters.    Of  the  state  of  the  Order,  he  says :— 
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The  past  year  has  been,  like  iU  immediate  predecessor,  one  of  baslness  stagnation 
and  financial  difficnlties ;  conseqnently ,  like  everything  else,  our  Institntion  has  rested, 
so  to  speak,  nntil  the  tide  of  basinees  activity  and  financial  prosperity  shall  retnm, 
and  with  it  plenty,  peace  and  blessings. 

The  retarns  to  the  Grand  Secretary  show  that  one-half  of  the  Chapters  have  been 
idle  so  far  as  relates  to  "  work,''  and  that  bnt  three  of  the  Bodies  have  really  been 
actively  engaged.  Yet  there  continues  the  goodly  feeling  and  spirit  of  "  harmony 
and  good  fellowship  "  throaghoat  the  jarisdiction,  withoat  which  our  Institution 
would  be  like  a  rudderless  ship  at  sea,  blown  and  tossed  about  by  every  wind  and 
wave,  and  soon  be  dashed  in  pieces  upon  rocks  or  amid  breakers. 

The  Grand  Stewards  of  this  Grand  Chapter  are  not  merely  ornamental  append- 
ages, bnt  the  duties  assigned  them  are  important,  and  very  nourishing  withal,  as  the 
record  states  that  those  officers  announced  that  a  dinner  had  been  prepared  and  was 
in  waiting,  which  announcement  resulted  in  the  speedy  calling  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
from  labor  to  refreshment,  when  the  work  of  the  Grand  Stewards  was  inspected,  and 
pronounced  good  work  and  square  work,  just  such  work  as  the  hungry  and  thirsty 
members  were  authorized  and  delighted  to  recieve. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Geobge  H.  Bubnhax, 
who  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-five  Grand  Chapters  in  his  usual  genial  man- 
ner, bnt  California  is  not  of  the  number. 

The  Jf.'.  E,\  William  T.  C.  Wardell  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
B,\  E,\  William  B.  Gbbbnb  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 


The  seventy-ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Providence  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  March,  1877,— the  If.-.  B.\  William  T.  C.  Wardell,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding,  the  R,\  E.\  Willlam  R.  Gbbsne  being  Grand  Secretary.  All  the 
subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commences  his  Address  with  the  announcement  of  the 
death  of  Comp.  Gilbert  Chase,  Past  Grand  King,  who  died  the  second  day  of  Octo- 
ber, aged  seventy-three  years.  A  mourning  page  is  inscribed  to  his  memory.  The 
remainder  of  the  address  is  simply  a  recital  of  his  official  acts. 

llie  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  the  assets  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  be 
inyested,  funds  and  cash  on  hand,  $1,681  98. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  report,  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  Representa* 
tive  system,  and  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted :~ 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  approves  of  the  interchange  of  Representar 
lives  between  the  Grand  Chapters  of  diflferent  jurisdictions,  and  that  the  3f.*.  E.\ 
Grand  High  Priest  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  Representatives  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  near  other  Grand  Chapters  as  he  shall  deem  expedient 

The  Grand  Stewards  again  provided  the  Grand  Chapter  with  a  dinner,  which  gave 
snch  complete  satisfaction,  that  they  were  directed  to  provide  another  at  the  next 
Annoal  Convocation. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  appears  to  be  the  Joint  eflbrt  of  Comps.  George  H. 
BuRMBAM  and  George  M.  Carpenter,  and  is  a  very  creditable  paper,  though  hardly 
equal  to  some  of  Burith  am^s  earlier  prodnctions.  The  scissors  are  very  sparingly  used, 
and  the  opinions  of  the  writers  on  questions  at  issue  are  plainly  and  courteously 
expressed.  The  proceedings  of  thirty-fonr  Grand  Chapters  are  reviewed,  among 
them  California  for  1876.    In  speaking  of  our  report,  the  committee  say : — 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  prepared  by  Comp.  Charles  Louis 
WiOGiN.  In  this  report  we  regret  to  observe  the  opinion,  enforced  at  some  len|^th, 
that  the  power  of  the  Grand  Master  to  issue  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  is  derived 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  and  is  not  part  of  his  prerogative.  It  is  no  matter  of  surprise 
that  this  doctrine  should  be  approved  by  the  "  General  Grand  Chapter,"  but  we  trust 
it  will  never  obtain  countenance  among  ns.  We  also  regret  to  read  a  discn^Bion  on 
the  subject  of  temperance.  Matters  of  this  kind  seem  inappropriate  to  Masonic 
aasemblies.  •  ' 
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We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  differ  with  our  companions  on  the  subject  of  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Grand  Master.  There  was  a  time,  before  the  days  of  written  Con- 
stitntions,  when  Grand  Masters  were  endowed  with  certain  prerogatives  which  were 
considered  inalienable,  but,  in  these  degenerate  days,  the  written  law  is  as  binding 
upon  the  Grand  Master  as  upon  his  subordinates  or  the  Craft  in  general ;  that  is  to 
say,  in  plain  Saxon,  the  Grand  Master  has  no  prerogatives  which  are  not  conferred 
upon  him  directly  by  the  Constitution  of  his  Grand  Lodge — and  to  that  he  is  amena- 
ble even  as  much  aa  the  lowliest  Craftsman. 

As  to  the  subject  of  temperance,  we  hold  that  any  question  which  affects  the 
interests  of  the  Order  is  a  proper  subject  for  discussion,  either  in  Masonic  assemblies 
or  in  Masonic  writings.  Temperance  is  one  of  the  first  lessons  we  are  taught  upon 
entering  the  Lodge,  and  the  necessity  of  practicing  this  first  of  the  cardinal  virtues 
is  strongly  impressed  upon  our  minds — therefore,  when  we  see  these  lessons  being 
disregarded,  and  Masonry  brought  into  disrepute  by  the  persistant  disregard  of  these 
beneficent  teachings,  we  say  it  is  right  for  us  to  sound  the  alarm,  to  "  cry  aloud  and 
spare  not,"  until  the  evil  is  remedied.  We  are  not  alone  in  this  fight  against  Ma- 
sonry's worst  enemy,  and  we  will  never  cease  our  aggressive  warfare,  so  long  as  we 
have  a  tongue  to  speak  or  a  pen  to  write. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  the  following  sensible  view  is  taken  of  the  colored  ques- 
tion.   It  expresses  our  ideas  to  the  letter : — 

He  had  been  informed  that  a  Chapter  of  colored  Royal  Arch  Masons  had  been  organ- 
ized in  the  jurisdiction  and  that  others  were  soon  to  follow,  and  thinks  that  it  "suggests 
the  coming  question,'*  "  one  that  ought  to  be  met  at  once,  fairly,  divested  of  all 
prejudice  and  in  that  spirit  of  fraternity  which  recognizes  the  brotherhood  of  roan, 
the  world  over."  He  thinks  it  "  almost  criminal  to  delay  much  longer  the  recogni- 
tion and  refuse  the  brotherly  grip  accorded  to  all  other  nations  and  peoples."  He 
don't  tell  us  that  they  were  Royal  Arch  Masons  or  that  they  wished  to  be  "  recog- 
nized" or  wished  to  have  the  *' brotherly  grip"  extended.  Before  recognizing.it 
would  seem  to  be  well  enough  to  wait  until  it  was  atsked  for.  It  don't  appear  to  be 
a  good  reaiion  for  hante  in  the  matter,  simply  because  it  is  a  society  of  colored  men 
called  Masons  by  a  newspaper.  Would  he  wish  to  recognize  a  society  of  white  men 
calling  themselves  Masons  with  no  legal  authority  to  do  so?  guess  not.  Why  then 
trouble  himself  about  the  other?  If  colored  men  want  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  there 
could  probably  be  found  a  legal  manner  for  them  to  get  it,  but  it  would  seem  to  be 
an  ill-advised  action  which  should  take  any  steps  towards  recognizing  an  illegally 
established  body,  whether  black  or  white. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  both  re-elected.    Address: 

Providence. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  sixty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Charleston  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  February,  1^77— the  M.\ E.'. 
William  K.  Blakk,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  Ii.\  E.'.  J.  E.  Bctrke  being 
Grand  Secretary.    Twenty-six  subordiuate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commences  an  exceptionally  good  Address,  as  follows : — 

We  meet  to-day  at  an  eventful  period  in  Masonic,  as  well  as  political,  hi^^tory. 
During  the  year  upon  Ahich  we  have  entered,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina 
will  celebrate  its  hundredth  anniversary,  while  the  year  just  closed  has  been  made 
memorial  also,  by  marking  for  us,  as  a  nation,  the  growth  of  a  century. 

To  the  toiling  millions  who  have  participated  in  its  stirring  events,  the  past 
has  been  a  year  freighted  with  joy  to  some,  with  sorrow  to  others,  and  with  the  stern 
demands  of  duty  to  all.  Happy  for  each  of  us  will  it  be  if,  with  the  fruitful  instruc- 
tions of  the  century  to  assist  us,  we  recognize  the  full  measure  of  our  individual 
responsibilitj'.  If,  amid  the  active  employments  and  constantly  recurring  struggles 
and  temptations  of  life,  we  have  been  temperate,  prudent,  faithful,  and  juat;  if  our 
hands  have  ever  been  ready  to  assist  the  unfortunate,  and  our  voices  ever  prompt  to 
encourage  the  weak,  to  cheer  .the  alBlcted.  and  save  the  fallen ;  if,  in  these  things, 
conscience  witnesses  to  our  ijdelity,  be  assured  that  every  act  of  doty,  thus  per- 
formed, will  make  its  impress  for  good  upon  our  live:*,  while  every  instance  of  failure 
will  leave  a  scar  which  no  healing  art  nor  power  of  man  can  remove.    Surely 

"  Meditation  here 
^    May  think  down  hours  to  momentsi.    Here  the  heart 
May  give  a  useAil  leason  to  the  head, 
And  learning  wiser  grow  without  hit  books.*' 

With  reference  to  the  state  of  the  Order,  he  says : — 
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I  caDDOt  coQgratalate  you  apon  any  increase  in  the  nnmber  of  subordinate  Chap- 
ters daring  the  past  year  ;  and,  in  my  jndgment,  it  is  wiser  for  the  present  to  revive 
and  strengthen  the  Chapters  on  our  roll,  than,  by  increasing  the  number  in  excess, 
to  weaken  and  cripple  those  already  existing. 

An  enlatged  survey  of  the  history  of  Masonry  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  convic- 
tion, that  the  multiplication  of  Lodges  and  Chapters  is  frequently  a  delusive  prosper- 
ity, and  is  too  often  followed  by  disease  and  death.  It  is  hoped  that  a  prudent  nire- 
sight  on  our  part  will  save  us  from  such  misfortune.  While  some  Chapters,  during 
the  year,  have  failed,  or  been  prevented  by  adverse  circumstances  from  performing 
the  full  measure  of  their  duty,  others  have  been  quietly  and  faithfully  working  in  the 
quarries,  and  the  fruit  of  their  labors  will'  be  gathered  in  the  coming  years.  It 
affords  me  special  gratification  to  report,  from  assurances  I  have  received,  that  the 
moral  landmarks  of  our  Order,  wherein  are  embodied  its  life-giving  principles,  are 
receiving  increased  attention  from  .the  Chapters  in  different  sections  of  the  State, 
and  I  trust  the  day  is  not  remote  when  their  rightful  supremacy  shall  be  universally 
acknowledged,  and  when  to  be  known  as  a  Mason  shall  become,  in  every  locality,  a 
passport  to  respectability  and  character. 

We  commend  the  following  to  the  attention  of  Comp.  Cakson,  of  Ohio  : — 

An  application  was  made  to  authorize  a  subordinate  Chapter  to  confer  the 
Capitular  degrees  upon  a  candidate  who  had  lost  an  arm  at  the  shoulder.  On  this 
subject  a  resolution  was  adopted,  some  years  ago,  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
as  follows :  "  That  it  is  incompetent  for  any  Royal  Arch  Chapter  to  confer  the  Capit- 
nlar  degrees  upon  candidates  whose  physical  aefects  are  such  as  to  prevent  them 
from  conforming,  literallv,  to  all  the  requirements  of  those  degrees."  My  construc- 
tion of  Chap.  XIX.  Sec.  i,  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  is  in  accord 
with  the  purport  of  this  resolution,  and  however  worthy,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  I 
knew  the  applicant  to  be,  I  felt  constrained  to  decide  that  the  degree  of  injury, 
reported  in  this  case,  did  *'  essentially  disqualify  the  applicant  from  conforming  to 
thj  ceremonies  and  requirements  of  the  Chapter." 

The  address  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  many  good  ones  which  have  come  to  onr 
notice,  and  we  regret  that  we  have  not  space  to  quote  from  it  more  fully. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  that  universal  harmony  and  good  will  pre* 
vailed  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  J.  E.  Burke,  submitted  a  very  full  and  able  Report 
on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  thirty-six  Grand  Chapters  are  cour- 
teously reviewed.    California  for  1876  receives  fraternal  notice. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.    Address :  Charleston. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Charleston  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  February,  1878. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  forty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Nashville^on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  1877,— the  Mr.  E.-.  John 
8.  Pbidb,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  22.*.  E.',  John  Frizzell  being 
Grand  Secretary.  Seventy-three  of  the  ninety-three  subordinate  Chapters  were  rep- 
resented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  being  absent  on  account  of  sickness,  his  address  was  read 
by  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.    Of  their  local  affairs  he  says  :— 

So  far  as  the  affairs  of  our  own  immediate  jurisdiction  are  concerned,  the  last 
twelve  months  have  passed  so  quietly  and  harmoniously  that  but  little  of  official  duty 
has  devolved  upon  your  presiding  officer,  and  his  annual  report  will,  therefore,  be 
embraced  in  brief  compass. 

No  application  has  been  received  during  the  year  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new 
Chapter. 

No  perplexing  questions  of  law  have  been  propounded,  nor  has  any  matter  pre- 
sented itself  that  has  been  the  cause  of  the  least  anxiety  or  concern.  Upon  the  con- 
trary, we  have  enjoyed  a  year  peculiarly  free  from  disquieting  or  disturbing  influ- 
ences: and  although  the  detailed  reports  are  not  before  me,  I  am  satisfied,  from 
what  I  have  learned,  that  this  spirit  of  fraternity  and  good  will  has  been  attended— 
as  it  ever  must  be— by  a  gratifying  and  encouraging  degree  of  prosperity.  In  our 
Masonic  Bodies,  as  in  the  other  relations  of  life,  it  is  well  for  us  to  remember  that 
'*  prosperity  hath  its  perils  no  less  than  adversity."  Let  us  not  then  become  discour- 
aged simply  because  our  members  may  not  have  increased  to  an  extent  known  in  for- 
mer years.    Rather  let  us  regard  it  as  a  matter  for  congratulation,  and  scan  only  the 
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more  closelj  the  chtracter  of  those  who  shall  in  the  future  spply  for  admission  into 
oar  Ohapters. 

He  congratulates  his  companions  apon  the  election,  by  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter, of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Oomp.  John  Fbizzbll,  as  General  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  waxes  enthnsiaatic  over  the  hospitalities  of  the  companions  at  Bnfflslo  daring  the 
late  triennial  Convocation  of  that  aagnst  Grand  Body. 

A  resolation  of  condolence  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  affliction  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Jarlsprndence  presented  the  following  report,  upon  the  status 
of  a  member  who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  in  which  we  con- 
cur: — 

In  answer  to  the  question  submitted  by  Companion  B.  Edmukdson  at  the  last 
Annual  Convocation,  as  to  whether  members  of  a  Chapter  whose  names  have  been 
erased  ftrom  the  list  of  membership  for  non  payment  of  dues,  are  still  liable  for  dues 
to  their  Chapter,  your  committee  would  report  that,  while  the  erasure  of  the  name 
does  not,  in  their  opinion,  constitute  such  a  companion  a  non-al&Iiate  in  the  generat 
acceptation  of  the  term,  it  does  debar  him  ft-om  all  rights  and  privileges  as  a  mem- 
ber of  his  Chapter.  He  is  ineligible  to  office,  has  no  right  to  vote,  and  no  voice  in 
the  Chapter ;  neither  can  he  visit,  except  through  sufferance  of  the  other  members  ; 
furthermore,  he  is  not  at  liberty,  as  a  non-affiliate  would  be,  to  apply  for  member- 
ship elsewhere,  but,  in  order  to  regain  his  standing,  (masonicaliy,)  he  most  first 
reinstate  himself  in  his  own  Chapter,  bypaymeat  of  all  arrearages,  which  being 
done,  a  majority  vote  will  reinstate  him.  The  erasure  of  the  name  certainly  does  not 
abrogate  or  annul  the  claims  of  the  Chapter  for  unpaid  dues,  and  these  must  be  paid 
in  full  before  he  can  in  his  own  Chapter,  or  elsewhere,  be  considered  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  good  standing.  Every  Chapter,  however,  possesses  the  right  to  remit  the 
dues  of  any  member. 

A  special  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  incorporating  into  Capitular  Masonry  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master. 

In  order  to  stimulate  delinquent  Chapters  to  renewed  energy  and  seal,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted  :>- 

Wherkas,  a  number  of  Chapters  are  in  arrears  to  the  Grand  Chapter ;  therefore. 
Resolved^  that  the  If.*.  K\  Grand  High  Priest  be  instructed  to  appoint  a  well- 
informed  companion  or  companions  to  visit  said  Chapters,  instruct  them  in  the  work 
and  lectures,  and  urge  them  to  promptness  in  settling  their  arrearages;  also,  to 
visit  such  Chapters  as  may  apply  for  instruction— the  expenses  of  such  visitations  to 
be  arranged  by  the  M.\  Er.  Grand  High  Priest  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  to  him 
moHt  appropriate. 

Resolved,  That  the  M,\  K\  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  be  instmcted 
to  compromise  with  Chapters  in  arrears  to  the  best  advantage,  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  resume  work. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  $7  85. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

The  If.*.  E.',  John  8.  Pbidb  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\  S.: 
John  Fbizzbll  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address :  Nashville. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  November,  1878.  We  notice,  in  the  list  of  representatives,  that  Ten- 
nessee is  reported  to  be  represented  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  by  a  com- 
panion who  has  been  dead  for  several  years. 

TEXAS. 

The  twenty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Houston  on  the  seventh  day  of  July,  1876,— the  M.\  JEL*.  W.  F. 
Swain,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  J?.*.  E,\  Robebt  Brbwstxb  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Eighty  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  busineas-like  and  eminently  practical 
paper.  He  reports  that  he  had  visited  and  instructed  twenty-nine  Chapters,  remain- 
ing with  each  from  one  to  six  days ;  conferring  degrees,  exemplifying  the  work,  and 
endeavoring,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  *'  rekindle  those  fires,  which,  in  many  instances, 
liad  well  nigh  gone  out."    He  says  that,  **  clerically  speaking,"  wherever  he  has  held 
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a  protracted  meetiDg,  he  has  not  failed  to  get  op  a  revival.  That  he  has  foond  the 
oompanionB  generally  zealons  to  learn  the  work,  and  Invariably,  thoee  who  were  the 
brightest  were  most  anxious  for  farther  instraction. 

Six  Chapters  had  forfeited  their  charters  by  failnre  to  meet  for  three  snccessive 
months ;  and  to  five  of  them  authority  was  given  to  oontinne  work  nntil  the  present 
Convocation,  bnt  the  sixth  seems  to  have  been  a  hard  case,  for  the  Grand  High  Priest 
declined  to  reinstate  them,  bnt  referred  them  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  recom- 
mended that,  unless  some  palliation  for  past  remissness  be  shown,  with  a  reasonable 
prospect  for  its  future  vitality,  its  charter  be  permanently  arrested.    He  farther  says : 

These  failures  to  meet  at  stated  periods  result,  almost  invariably,  from  a  lack  of 
interest ;  and  this  lack  of  interest  results  from  a  lack  of  intelligence  among  officers 
and  members;  and  this,  again  results,  in  most  cases,  from  lack  of  pecuniary  ability 
to  secure  the  requisite  instruction.  Many  of  our  Chapters  are  lanffuishing  from  this 
cause.  Wherever  the  officers  and  companions  are  bright  in  the  woric.  there  is  no  Isck 
of  a  quorum,  no  failures  of  meetings,  no  forfeitures  of  charters.  In  shorty  intelli- 
gence is  followed  by  prosperity— the  lack  of  it,  by  failure  and  forfeiture. 

The  truth  of  this,  we  think,  none  will  dispute. 

Three  dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  new  Chapters. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  :— 

I. 

When  the  charter  of  a  Chapter  Is  arrested,  what  is  the  ttahu  of  its  members  who 
are  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  the  arrest? 

Answer. — They  occupy  the  same  position  as  dimitted  or  non-affiliated  Roval  Arch 
Masons,  and  are  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  their  standing,  at  the  time  of  said  arrest, 
upon  application  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

.  n. 

Can  an  installed  officer  of  the  Chapter  dimit  before  his  term  of  office  expires  ? 

Answer.— According  to  the  decisions  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  he  cannot.  It  is  the 
installation,  and  not  the  election  or  appointment,  that  makes  the  officer ;  and  when  so 
insf ailed,  he  thereby  assnmes  an  obligation  which  he  cannot,  of  his  own  free  will, 
set  aside. 

ID. 

Certain  members  of  a  Chapter  petition  for,  and  become  charter  members  of  a 
new  Chapter ;  do  they,  by  virtue  of  that  act,  without  applying  for  a  dimit,  sever 
their  connection  from  the  original  Chapter  ? 

Answer.— They  do  not  The  Grand  Chanter  of  Texas  recognizes  dual  membership, 
and  It  recognizes  no  method  of  dissolving  tnat  membership  but  by  dlmission,  expul- 
sion or  death.  Until  said  companions  apply  for  a  dimit,  they  are  members  of,  and 
owe  dues  to,  two  Chapters. 

IV. 

After  a  brother  has  received  the  Mark  and  Past  degrees,  can  a  prot-est  against 
his  advancement  be  entertained  ? 

Answer.— It  is  competent  for  a  companion  to  enter  a  protest  at  any  stage  of  ad- 
vancement. The  High  Priest  should  then  order  an  investigation,  and  the  further 
action  of  the  Chapter  be  governed  bv  the  result  of  the  same.  If  the  protest  is  sus- 
tained, the  degrees  should  be  withheld ;  if  not  sustained,  the  remainder  of  the 
degrees  may  be  conferred,  the  objecting  companion  having  the  right  to  appeal  to  the 
Grand  Chapter,  which  appeal,  with  due  notice,  will  operate  as  a  suspension  of  all 
further  proceedings,  until  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Chapter  can  be  obtained.  (See 
proceedings  of  1856,  page  41.) 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Officers'  reports  unanimously  concurred  in  the  above 
decisions,  except  the  fourth,  which  they  also  concede  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
former  practice  in  that  Jurisdiction,  but  about  which,  they  say,  there  is  some  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  to  settle  which,  they  submitted  the  following  resolution  :— 

Besoloed,  That  an  election  to  receive  the  degrees  can  be  set  aside  by  a  notice  or 

Srotest  of  any  objecting  companion,  at  any  time  previous  to  receiving  any  or  all  the 
egrees,  and  has  the  same  effect  as  a  black  ball.    Any  contributing  member  of  a 
Chapter  in  this  State,  can  make  such  objection,  and  the  notice  need  not  be  in  writing. 

We  are  not  surprised,  knowing  that  the  system  of  universal  snfl'rage  prevails  in 
Texas,  that  such  a  resolntion  ihould  be  adopted  *,  tot,  Vt  %  com:^iA\Q>Tii«\i^\^T&WB^^«)^i^ 


460  PROCEEDINOS  OP  THE  [April  9, 

of  the  Chapter,  has  the  right  to  vote  therein,  he  certainly  has  the  eame  right  to  inter- 
pose his  objection  to^the  advancement  of  a  candidate  ;  bat  deliver  oa  from  anch 
regulation,  say  we. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gives  us  the  following  gratifying  acconnt  of  the  state  of  the 
Order  in  that  jarisdiction,  with  some  timely  suggestions,  which  shoold  be  heeded : — 

I  am  pleaded  to  extend  to  yon  thensnal  congratnlations  upon  the  condition  of  oar 
Order  throaghout  this  jarisdiction.  Never  perhaps  has  it  been  so  prosperona.  The 
popalarity  of  oar  institution  has  kept  pace  with  the  rapid  increase  of  the  State  in 
wealth  and  population,  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  our  Masonic  organiza- 
tions will  be  the  largest  in  the  United  States.  We  shonid  watch  with  jealous  eye  this 
growing  popularity,  for  therein  lies  our  danger.  Let  the  square  be  rigidly  applied 
to  the  masses  of  material  now  crowding  our  portals.  Let  none  be  advanced  but 
such  as  will  faithfully  earn  the  wages  they  receive  ;  none  grace  the  Oriental  chair 
but  fit  receptacles  of  those  rights  and  prerogatives  which  it  invests ;  none  received 
and  acknowledged  but  such  as  will  qualify  themselves  to  become  true  dispensers  of 
light ;  and  let  none  pass  the  white  veil  into  the  sanctuary  but  such  as  will  accept  as 
their  guide  the  sacred  Book  of  Law.  Then  we  need  have  no  fears  for  the  safety  of 
our  institution  ;  no  fears  of  another  crusade  upon  Masonry,  or  of  another  fiery  ordeal 
of  persecution  ;  no  fears  that  our  altars  may  be  deserted,  or  that  desolation  shall 
again  dwell  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  "  Sons  of  Light." 

Sundry  companions  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  desiring  to  form  a  Chapter, 
applied  to  a  subordinate  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas,  to  recommend  an  applica- 
tion made  by  them  to  the  General  Grand  Hi?h  Priest,  for  a  dispensation  to  open 
and  hold  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Silver  City,  New  Mexico.  In  this  con- 
nection the  Grand  High  Priest  says : — 

Burleson  Chapter  very  properly  asked  for  instructions  as  to  its  legal  doty  by  oar 
laws  upon  the  subject. 

The  General  Grand  Body,  Jiy  Article  I,  Section  2d,  and  Article  III,  Section  1st,  of 
its  Constitution,  asserts  its  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  unoccupied  terri- 
tory in  the  United  States.  The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Texas  does  not  admit 
this  doctrine,  but  asserts  that,  on  application,  it  has  the  same  right.  See  Article  I, 
Section  Uth  of  its  Constitution.  To  argue  the  question  of  abstract  right  woald 
result  in  no  practical  good  in  this  case,  because  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons,  resident 
in  a  Territory,  desiring  to  be  congregated  into  a  regular  Chapter,  undoubtedly  have 
the  right  to  decide  to  what  jurisdiction  they  wish  to  attach  themselves. 

Tn  this  case  the  petitioners  elected  the  Masonic  Body  to  which  they  wished  to 
render  obedience.  A  subordinate  Chapter  of  this  jurisdiction  cannot  officially  com- 
municate with  any  Masonic  Grand  Body,  except  through  this  Grand  Chapter.  Sec- 
tion 12,  Article  I,  of  our  Constitution,  relates  only  to  petitions  made  to  our  Grand 
Chapter,  or  its  proper  officers.  Burleson  Chapter,  No.  21,  therefore,  had  no  right 
to  take  action  upon,  or  recommend  a  petition  addressed  to  another  Masonic  Grand 
Body.  I  so  informed  them,  directinir  them  to  decline  acting  thereon,  and  fraternally 
suggest  to  our  companions  in  New  Mexico,  that  the  nearest  Chapter  required  npon 
their  petition  must  be  one  acknowledging  allegiance  to  the  Masonic  Body  to  whose 
officer  the  petition  is  addressed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  having  been  created  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
and  never,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  having  been  absolved  from  its  vaws  of  allegiance 
to  that  Grand  Body,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  discover  by  what  system  of  ethics  it  now 
declares  itself  independent.    Will  Texas  explain  ? 

A  resolotion  was  adopted,  authorizing  any  Chapter  under  that  Jurisdiction  bear- 
ing the  name  of  a  living  person  to  change  the  same  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  provided 
that  due  notice  of  the  change  be  given.    A  sensible  move. 

All  the  revenues  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  except  a  sufficient  sum  to  cover  current 
expenses,  were  appropriated  towards  paying  off  the  indebtedness  of  the  Masonic 

Temple. 

We  find  that  the  law  of  Texas,  relative  to  non-payment  of  dues,  is  even  more  strin- 
gent than  ours.    Among  the  standing  resolutions,  we  find  the  following :~ 

Resolved,  That  sospension  for  non-payment  of  dues  has  the  same  effect  as  suspen- 
sion for  unmasonic  conduct,  except  that  on  payment  of  all  dues  by  the  suspended 
companion,  he  becomes  thereby  reinstated  without  any  vote  of  the  Chapter. 

Aesolned,  That  should  a  companion,  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  faU  to 
pay  the  same  during  the  farther  space  of  twelve  months  after  his  sospension,  he  may 
be  expelled  by  the  Ohapter  by  regular  proceedings  and  trial. 
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In  this  JarisdlctioD  no  companion  can  be  expelled  for  the  non-payment  of  his  daes, 
and  we  trust  that  those  of  the  reportorial  fraternity,  who  have  fought  as  so  strenu- 
onsly  on  this  sabject,  will  now  "  give  us  a  rest/'  and  pitch  into  Texas.  Comp.  Dai>- 
XUN  can  here  mount  the  "  wild  ass  which  snuffeth  up  the  east  wind,"  and  ride  him, 
until,  like  Balaam's  old  Jack,  he  speaks  in  his  own  behalf.  Corson  can  exhort 
before  or  after  sermon,  as  to  him  shall  seem  fit. 

Comp.  Robert  M.  Elgin  again  presents  an  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence, 
in  which  he  ably  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-two  Grand  Chapters,  California 
for  1876  being  of  the  number.  He  says  Texas  was  not  included  in  our  report  for  that 
year.    We  were  very  sorry  to  omit  Texas,  but  the  proceedings  failed  to  reach  us. 

He  considers  us  sound  on  the  question  of  restoration  after  suspension  by  the 
Lodge,  aud  quotes  our  argument  in  answer  to  Comp.  Kelly,  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
proof  of  our  orthodoxy. 

Under  the  head  of  District  of  Columbia,  he  gives  his  views  upon  this  question,  as 

t 

follows  :— 

A  standing  resolution  was  adopted  providing  that  when  a  companion  is  expelled, 
or  indefinitely  suspended  iu  consequence  of  having  been  expelled  or  indefinitely 
suspended  in  the  Lodge,  after  his  reinstatement  in  the  Lodge  the  Chapter  may  take 
sucn  action  as  its  By-Laws  or  the  Constitution  may  prescribe.  But  if  suspended 
definitely,  he  is  reinstated  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  without  any  action  of  the 
Chapter. 

We  are  not  certain  that  this  was  intended  to  meet  the  much-mooted  question  as 
to  what  is  the  status  of  a  companion  suspended  or  expelled  and  subsequently  rein- 
stated or  restored  by  the  Lodge  without  any  action  being  had  on  the  case  by  the 
Chapter.  We  infer,  however,  that  it  is,  but  must  confess  our  inability  to  see  why 
the  distinction  should  be  made.  We  do  not  remember  of  any  authoritative  decision 
on  this  point  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  can  only  give  our  individual  views  on 
the  question. 

As  a  Chapter  cannot  exist  without  the  members  holding  masonic  communication 
one  with  another,  it  follows  that  a  Master  Mason  who  is  under  the  ban  ot  suspension 
or  expulsion,  cannot  be  admitted  into  it.  So  a  companion  who  is  suspendi'd  or 
expelled  from  his  Lodge  is  virtually  suspended  or  expelled  from  the  Chapter.  It 
matters  not  whether  the  sentence  is  just  or  unjust.  The  Chapter  can  neither  inquire 
into  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  or  the  correctness  of  the  sentence,  titill  the 
Chapter  is  not  estopped  from  preferring  charges  and  punishing  for  the  same  offense. 
If  the  Chapter  tries  and  acquits,  and  the  Lodge  suspends,  it  acts  as  suspension  in  the 
Chapter  still.  But  if  the  Lodge  acquits  and  the  Chapter  suspends,  he  is  excluded 
from  the  Chapter,  while  his  standing  in  the  Lodge  is  not  affected. 

It  seems  to  us  then  that  when  there  is  only  a  virtual  suspension,  the  reinstatement 
or  restoration  by  the  Lodge  works  a  like  restoration  in  the  Chapter.  The  whole  case 
is  remitted  to  the  Lodge.  It  takes  the  responsibility  of  convicting,  and  also  of 
reinstatement.  If  the  Chapter  trusts  entirely  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
Lodge  in  one  case,  it  should  in  the  other.  Otherwise  the  Chapter  presumes  to  pun- 
ish a  member  for  an  offense  of  which  it  haa  never  charged  or  convicted  him. 

Much  more  would  we  like  to  quote,  but  Time,  who  waits  for  no  man,  shakes  his 
honr-glass  in  our  face  and  warns  us  to  call  the  next  in  order. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.   Address :  Houston. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Houston  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  December,  1877. 

VEBMONT. 

The  sixty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Yermont  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Burlington  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  September,  1877,— the  A[.\  E.\ 
Edward  S.  Dana,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  Ii.\  E.\  William  U.  S.  Whit- 
comb  being  Grand  Secretary.    Twenty  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  hia  Address,  gives  a  glowing  description  of  the  Tri- 
ennial Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  Buffalo,  and  says  :— 

I  should  be  false  to  myself,  and  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont,  whom  I  felt  so 
much  honor  in  representing  at  Buffalo,  did  I  fail  to  acknowledge,  in  this  public  man- 
ner, the  untiring  efforts  and  unceasing  kindness  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Buffalo, 
and  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  providing  for  our  comfort,  entertainment,  and  hap- 
piness while  in  that  beauiiful  city,  which  sits  enthroned  like  a  sentinel  at  the  gateway 
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of  the  great  lakes.  From  the  moment  of  oar  entrance  to  the  cHt  nntit  our  departore, 
every  wish  and  want  was  more  than  anticipated  and  tboaghtfnlly  provMed  for,  while 
onr  leisure  hours  were  beguiled  and  charmed  by  those  social  amenities  and  cour- 
tesies which  rendered  our  sojourn  a  perpetual  delight.  The  social  element  in  these 
tnennial  meetings  has  done  and  will  oo  much  to  restore  and  maintain  that  era  of  good 
feeling,  and  that  cloaeneas  of  fraternal  ties,  so  essential  to  our  brotherhood,  and  to 
the  perpetuity  of  our  nation. 

Each  representative  craftsmen,  whether  from  the  sunny  Sonth,  or  the  stem  hills 
of  New  England,  or  the  wide  and  boundless  prairie  of  the  West,  will  return  to  his 
roof-tree  from  these  gatherings  and  their  grateful  associations  with  broader  views, 
and  with  fond  recollections,  which  will  tend  to  unite  the  craft  more  closely  into  that 
family  which  cannot  be  broken,  until  the  last  act  in  life's  great  drama,  when  tho  car- 
tain  shall  close  from  onr  sight  these  earthly  scenes  of  life  forever. 

But  few  questions,  he  says,  had  arisen  during  the  year  requiring  his  decision.  A 
newly  elected  Master  of  a  Lodge  applied  to  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  to  confer 
the  Past  Master^s  degree  upon  him ;  the  High  Priest  wrote  to  the  Grand  High  Priest 
for  instmction,  and  received  in  reply  that  which  he  ought  to  have  known  before— 
that  he  had  no  right  to  confer  the  Past  Master's  degree  upon  any  one  who  had  not 
regularly  received  the  degree  of  Mark  Master.  It  would  seem  that,  after  so  much 
has  been  written  upon  the  subject,  the  distinction  between  actual  and  virtual  Past 
Masters  ought  to  be  thorougly  nnderstood.    He  further  says : — 

The  question  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  has  arisen  in  several  cases, 
and  the  question  been  asked  as  to  the  effect  of  suspension  in  the  Lodge  upon  mem- 
bership in  the  Chapter. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  decided,  in  1874,  approving  the  decision  of  Jf.*.  E,', 
JosiAH  H.  Drcmmond,  that:  "The  effect  of  the  suspension  of  a  member  of  a  Chap- 
ter by  his  Lodge  for  non-payment  of  dues  must  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  his 
Grand  Lodge.  If  the  suspension  (as  in  other  States)  is  from  membership  only,  his 
standing  in  the  Chapter  is  not  affected,  in  the  absence  of  regulations  b^  his  Grand 
Chapter ;  but,  if  the  suspension  (as  in  some  States)  is  from  alibis  Masonic  rights,  he 
at  once  loses  his  standing  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  whatever  <may  be  the  regulations 
of  his  Grand  Chapter/-  In  Vermont  suspension  for  non-payment  of  does  works  a 
forfeiture  of  all  Masonic  rights;  and,  therefore,  a  member  suspended  from  his  Lodge, 
loses  with  it  his  standing  in  the  Chapter. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  onr  California  rule. 

A  fitting  and  fraternal  notice  is  given  to  those  whose  life-work  has  ended  during 
the  year,  twenty-one  having  carried  up  their  work  for  inspection  by  the  Great  Over- 
seer above. 

Representatives  were  accredited  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  West  Virginia, 
Maine,  Georgia,  and  Massachusetts.  He  recommended  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec,  and  the  recommendation  was  adopted. 

A  donation  of  fifty  dollars  was  made  to  the  Past  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  John  B. 
HoLLENBBCK,  uow  eighty-fivo  years  of  age,  in  consideration  of  his  services  to  Royal 
Arch  Masonry. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  appoint  a  commit- 
tee of  three,  to  collect  and  prepare  the  material  for  the  re-publication  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Grand  Chapter  from  its  organization  down  to  1850,  inclusive. 

Comp.  J.  M.  Poland,  Chairman  ot  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  being 

unable,  through  severe  illness,  to  prepare  the  report,  the  Grand  High  Priest,  at  a  late 

hour,  undertook  the  task,  and  the  result  is  highly  creditable  to  him  as  a  reporter. 

He  reviews,  briefiy  but  intelligently,  the  proceedings  of  forty-three  Grand  Bodies, 

including  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  and  Wales,  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

The  proceedings  of  California  for  1877  receive  fraternal  and  flattering  notice.    He 

says: — 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  action  of  Mississippi,  on  the  Cryptic 
Rite,  approved  of  the  plan  in  a  report  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  and 
a  committee  ordered  to  be  raised  to  memorialize  the  General  Grand  Chapter  on  the 
subject.    We  do  not  see  that  any  committee,  however,  was  appointed. 

We  think  that  Comp.  Glinn  must  have  mislaid  his  spectacles  abont  that  time,  for 
had  he  glanced  at  page  273,  he  would  have  discovered  that  a  committee,  eondstlng 
of  three  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  was  appointed  on  that  subject. 
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Under  the  head  of  Alabama,  he  states  his  Tiews  clearly  upon  the  "  objection  '* 
qnestion,  as  follows : — 

Companion  Cobb*s  notions  on  the  "  objection  "  question  are  pecnliar,  for,  while 
he  holds  that  an  objection,  after  a  clear  ballot,  shonld  prevent  a  candidate  from  re- 
ceiving the  degrees  until  the  objection  is  witlidrawn,  he  also  states  that  "  if  the 
objecting  member  is  present  at  the  balloting,  and  after  a  favorable  result  announced, 
states  his  objection  in  open  Chapter,  and  gives  his  reason  for  objecting,  it  Is  the 
province  of  the  Chapter  to  determine  upon  Uie  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  given." 

There  is  much  diversity  of  opinion  on  this  question  of  objection,  after  ballot. 
After  much  study  on  the  subject,  we  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  a  verbal  objec- 
tion should  have  the  same  force  as  that  of  a  black  ball.  We  can  see  no  equitable 
reason  why  it  should  have  any  more. 

Neither  can  we. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  quotes  from  the  address  of  Grand  High  Priest  Wms- 

LOW,  as  follows  :— 

Through  the  public  press  we  are  informed  that  quite  recently  a  Chapter  of  colored 
Royal  Arch  Masons  has  been  organized  within  this  grand  jurisdiction  ;  and  it  is  said 
that  others  are  soon  to  follow.  This,  as  it  seems  to  me,  suggests  the  "  coming  '* 
question— one  of  practical  moment— one  that  ought  to  be  met  at  once,  fairly,  divested 
of  all  prejudice,  and  in  that  spirit  of  Masonic  fraternity  which  recognizes  the  brother- 
hood of  man  the  world  over.  While  the  initiatory  move  in  this  direction  must  come 
from  the  Blue  Lodge,  for  myself  I  can  see  no  good  reason,  indeed,  it  is  almost  criminal 
to  delay  much  longer  the  recognition,  and  refuse  the  brotherly  grip  accorded  to  all 
other  nations  and  people.  Without  an  attempt  to  Uy  down  any  plan,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  would  solve  the  difficulties  which  surround  the  matter,  i  earnestly  urge  upon 
you  that  you  give  the  subject  vour  careful  thought,  trusting  that  it  will  speedily  lead 
to  such  conclusions  and  the  adoption  of  such  a  line  of  action  as  shall  render  justice 
to  those  who  are  now  the  subjects  of  an  unjust  and  indefensible  rule. 

Upon  which  he  makes  the  following  sensible  remarks,  in  which  we  fully  concur : — 

We  do  not  at  all  agree  with  our  friend.  Judge  Winslow,  upon  this  point.  We  do  not 
agree  that  the  so-called  '*  Colored  Masons  "  of  the  country  are  the  *'  subjects  of  an 
unjust  and  indefensible  rule/*  The  same  rule  applies  in  Masonry  to  white  and  black, 
to  the  king  and  the  peasant.  The  point,  and  tlie  only  one  in  the  case,  is  this  :  Are 
these  "Lodges"  ana  *< Chapters"  of  '*  colored  Masons "  legitimate— formed  and 
constituted  by  proper  and  rightful  authority  ?  or  have  they  been  formed  without  the 
permission  and  consent  of  any  recognized  and  legal  Masonic  Body,  holding  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  case  ? 

We  understand  and  believe  that  no  so-called  **  Lodge  "  or"  Chapter  **  of  colored 
Masons  has  ever  been  established  in  this  country  under  the  authority  of  any  Grand 
Body  which  had  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  occupied.  We  would  deny  them  rec- 
ognition, therefore,  not  because  their  members  are  black,  but  for  the  same  reason 
that  we  would  not  recognize  a  spurious  "  Lodge  *'  of  white  men  ;  simply  and  for  the 

f potent  reason  that  we  ought  not  and  cannot  consent  to  recognize  any  Masonic  Body 
mproperly  and  clandestinely  organised. 

The  report,  although  short  time  was  allowed  for  its  preparation,  is  creditable  to 
its  author,  and  if  Comp.  Dana  would  only  let  go  his  hold  upon  the  office  of  Grand 
High  Priest  and  enlist  in  the  reportorial  ranks,  he  would  soon  attain  high  rank  in  the 
mutuals. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.  Address:  Bur. 
lington. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  September,  1878. 

WS8T  VIBQIiriA. 

The  sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Wheeling  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  1876,— the  Jf.'.  E.',  H.  McS. 
Gamble,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  JS.*.  JS.'.  Odsll  S.  Lonq  being  Grand 
Secretary.    Fourteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  presents  the  following  gratifying  state  of 
aflTairi :— 
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I  congratulate  the  Grand  Chapter  apon  the  nniversal  harmony  that  has  reigned 
throughout  the  State  during  the  past  rear.  Not  a  ripple  upon  the  surface  has  been 
visible  anywhere  ;  not  a  question  has  been  submitted  for  decision,  or  a  case  of  appeal 
brought  to  my  notice. 

If  offenses  have  occurred  at  all,  they  have  been  settled  in  the  Chapters  to  which 
the  offending  companions  belonged. 

His  oflflcial  acta  were  limited  to  the  issuing  of  a  few  special  dispensations,  and  the 
appointment  of  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Chapters. 

The  Committee  on  Proceedings  of  Grand  Officers  congratulate  the  Grand  Chapter 
upon  the  establishment  of  fraternal  relations  with  so  many  of  their  sister  Grand 
Chapters,  nine  Representatives  having  been  appointed,  and  a  like  number  accredited. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  purchase  a  set  of  jewels  for  the  Grand  Chapter, 
at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  bne  hundred  dollars. 

A  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  adopted  and  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

The  proceedings  contain  nothing  of  general  interest. 

The  M.',  E.',  Kkphabt  D.  Walker  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  R.\  E.- 
Odell  S.  Long  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.    Address  :  Wheeling. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  at  Martinsburg,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
November,  1877. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  twenty -seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  1877, — the  AT.*.  jEI*. 
William  C.  Swain,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  JR.*.  E.\  John  W.  Woodhull 
being  Grand  Secretary.    Fifty-one  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  says  :— 

While  the  year  which  has  gone  by  us  forever,  has  been  marked  by  an  unusually 
prolonged  and  embittered  political  contest  around  our  altars,  peace  and  quietness 
have  remained  unbroken,  and  from  them  an  influence  has  radiated,  which  has  not 
been  without  its  effect  in  softening  asperities,  and  binding,  with  the  ties  of  friendship, 
those  who  would  have  otherwise  been  enemies. 

In  his  notice  of  those  who  "  have  gone  before,"  we  find  the  following  : — 

I  also  chronicle  the  death  of  Chaules  Marsh,  of  California.  Past  Grand  Master, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Past  Grand  Commander  of  that  jurisdiction,  and,  from 
1871  to  1H74.  Grand  Scribe  of  the  (leneral  Grand  Chapter.  Comp.  Maksh  was 
formerly  a  resident  of  this  Stale,  and  has  many  relatives  and  friends  still  living  here. 
He  removed  to  California  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  that  State,  and  was  a 
pioneer  both  in  citizennhip  and  in  Masonry,  and  noted  for  his  zeal  and  devotion  to 
the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  Craft. 

One  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  was  issued.  He  granted  a 
special  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  to  take  part  in  a  parade  on  the  Fourth  of 
July,  but  refused  to  grant  one  for  a  Chapter  to  use  a  substitute. 

We  think,  as  the  use  of  substitutes  is  allowed  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  if  he 
had  denied  the  first  and  granted  the  last,  his  action  would  have  been  more  consistent 
with  Masonic  usage. 

We  note  the  following  decisions:— 

Ist.  A  companion,  excluded  in  his  Lodge  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  is  not 
thereby  Buspended  in  bis  Chapter. 

This  in  in  accordance  with  the  lollowing  decision  of  the  General  (irand  High  Priest, 
confirmed  at  the  last  session  of  the<»eneral  Grand  Chapter :  '*The  effect  of  su^penf^ion 
of  a  member  of  a  Chapter,  by  his  Lodge,  for  nonpayment  of  dues,  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  laws  of  his  Grand  Lodge.  If  tlie  suspension,  as  in  some  St^ites,  in  from 
membership  only,  his  standing  in  the  Chapter  is  not  affected,  in  the  absence  of  any 
regulations  of  his  Grand  Chapter  ;  but  if  the  sui^pensiun,  as  in  other  States,  is  from 
all  his  Masonic  rights,  he  at  once  loses  his  standing  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  whatever 
may  be  the  regulations  of  his  Grand  Chapter." 

In  this  jurisdiction,  a  companion  excluded  in  his  Lodge,  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
is  simply  placed  in  the  position  of  a  non-affiliated  Mason  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
provision  of  this  (irand  Chapter,  his  standing  in  his  Chapter  is  not  affected. 

2d.  A  clear  ballot  is  necessary  for  relinquishment  of  jurisdiction  over  a  candi- 
date desirous  of  receiving  his  degrees  in  another  Chapter. 
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3d.  A  Chapter  cannot  elect  and  retain  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate,  and  reqaeat 
another  to  confer  tlie  degrees.  The  only  method  of  delegating  to  another  its  rights, 
in  this  respect,  is  by  relinqaishment  of  jurisdiction,  by  a  clear  ballot,  in  which  case 
the  candidate  becomes  the  property  of  the  Chapter  which  confers  the  degree.  A 
companion  is,  ij7«o/acto,  a  member  of  the  Chapter  which  confers  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  upon  him,  until  he  dimits,  or  is  suspended  or  expelled. 

4th.  A  brother  received  the  Mark,  Past,  and  M.\  K\  M,\  degrees,  and  after- 
ward, on  relinquishment  of  jurisdiction,  he  applied  to  another  for  the  Royal  Arch 
degree.  Meanwhile,  his  application  for  affiliation  in  a  Blue  Lodge  was  relected. 
Held,  that  the  Chapter  cannot  entertain  his  application.  The  Constitution  is  very 
explicit  upon  this  point,  and  makes  no  allowance  for  the  brother  having  done  what 
he  could  to  become  affiliated  in  a  Lodge. 

5th.  Where  the  By-Laws  of  a  Chapter  make  no  provision  as  to  how  its  officers, 
other  than  the  first  five,  shall  be  chosen,  it  is  within  the  province  of  the  High  Priest, 
with  the  consent  of  his  Chapter,  to  appoint  and  install  them,  without  reference  to 
the  previous  custom  of  the  Chapter. 

6th.  A  Chapter  has  no  right  to  take  charge  of  the  funeral  of  a  companion ;  as  it 
has  no  burial  service  of  its  own,  and  cannot,  as  a  Chapter,  use  that  of  either  Lodge 
or  Commandery. 

7th.  A  companion  was  elected  High  Priest,  and  served  one  year  as  such,  without 
ever  having  been  King  or  Scribe.  Question.— Is  he  eligible  for  re-election? 
Answer. — Yes.  Having  been  installed  and  recognized  as  High  Priest  for  one  vear, 
both  by  bis  own  and  the  Grand  Chapter,  it  is  too  late  to  raise  the  question  of  ille- 
gality.   That  should  have  been  done  previous  to  his  installation. 

8th.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  High  Priest  to  summon  companions  to  appear  and 
show  cause  for  non-payment  of  dues,  without  waiting  for  the  action  of  his  Chapter. 

With  reference  to  No.  1  of  these  decisions,  we  concur,  provided  said  exclusion  in 
not  interpreted  to  mean  suspension.  In  California  we  have  no  partial  or  limited  sus- 
pension. We  have  only  the  "simon  pure"  article,  and  when  a  companion  or 
brother  is  suspended,  whether  it  be  for  non-payment  of  dues,  or  for  nnmasonio  con- 
duct, his  masonic  head  is  off  until  such  suspension  is  removed.  No.  2.  We  concur. 
No.  3.  We  dissent.  We  hold  that  a  Chapter  may  elect  and  retain  jurisdiction  over 
a  candidate,  and  request  another  to  confer  the  degrees.  Instances  may,  and  often  do 
occur,  where  a  companion,  having  been  duly  elected  to  receive  the  degrees,  is  sud- 
denly obliged  to  remove  to  another  jurisdiction  ;  in  which  case  it  is  perfectly  compe- 
tent for  the  Chapter  which  elected  him,  to  request  some  Chapter  near  his  newly 
adopted  residence  to  confer  the  degrees,  as  a  favor — the  candidate  retaining  his 
membership  in  the  Chapter  where  he  was  elected.  As  for  No.  4,  we  think  the  law 
governing  the  decision  ought  to  be  modified  or  repealed  as  soon  as  possible.  No.  6 
would  not  hold  good  in  Massachusetts  ;  they  have  a  burial  service  there,  and  are  in- 
dependent of  Lodge  or  Commandery  in  that  respect.  No.  7  is  sound,  as  is  also  No. 
8.  A  case  of  alleged  violation  of  jurisdictional  rights,  by  a  Chapter  of  Uiinois,  is 
reported,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  amicably  settled. 

His  remarks  relative  to  the  general  condition  of  the  Order  are  too  good  to  be 
lost,  and  we  quote  them  entire  : — 

Reports  from  Chapters  throughout  the  iurisdiction,  while  indicating  a  general 
state  of  prosperity,  show  some  of  them  to  be  in  a  rather  sleepy  condition.  These 
latter  are  those  which,  having  exhausted  most  of  the  material  within  their  limits, 
their  stepmothers,  the  Lodges,  furnishing  no  further  means  of  sustenance,  are  obliged 
to  live  without  work. 

One  or  two  of  tiieae  Bodies  have  consulted  with  me,  in  regard  to  the  expediency 
of  surrendering  their  charters.  1  have  advii^ed  them  that,  so  long  as  they  were  able 
to  meet  their  current  expenses,  there  was  sufficent  vitality  left  in  them  upon  which  to 
build  anew ;  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  they  should  board  and  sleep  at  their 
Lodge  roomi*,  in  order  to  convince  the  world  that  they  had  an  existence  ;  and  that 
there  were  other  reanons  for  a  Ctiapter  to  be,  besides  the  conferring  of  degrees. 

The  idea  seems  to  generally  prevail,  that  the  sole  object  of  our  Masonic  Bodies 
is  to  make  Masons.  We  theoretically  deny  this,  but  practically  admit  it,  by  calling 
those  bodies  dead,  wliich  have  no  candidates.  When  we  disabuse  our  minds  of  this 
impression,  and  adopt  other  means  uf  making  our  Convocations  interesting,  we  shall 
hear  no  more  complaintn  of  lack  of  attendance,  or  of  indifference,  and  shall  have  no 
dead  bodies  clinging  to  our  skirts. 

One  ot  the  resulus  of  tlii;*  prevailing  impression  is,  that  comparatively  few  Masons 
have  any  idea  that  there  is  any  practical  meaning  attached  to  our  ritual,  and,  while 
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seeing  onr  eymbols,  have  little  knowledge  of  what  is  symbolized ;  and  it  is  to  this 
that  we  owe,  in  a  great  measure,  the  levity  and  innovation  which  have  been  intro- 
daced  into  our  work,  and  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  owing  to  the  wise  counsels  and 
exertions  of  my  predecessors,  is  being  rapidly  done  away. 

As  one  method  of  awakening  the  interest  of  companions,  and  of  diffusing  Masonic 
light  and  information,  I  suggest  that  the  proceedings,  constitution,  edicts,  &c.,  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  should  be  read  aloud  in  the  Convocations  of  subordinates.  At  pres- 
ent, the  knowledge  of  our  deliberations  and  laws  is  confined  to  very  few  members  of 
the  Royal  Craft.  To  the  great  maiis  of  companions  they  are  a  sealed  book.  Onr 
Foreign  Correspondence,  upon  which  so  mnch  labor  is  expended,  and  which  gives  us 
an  epitome  of  what  is  being  transacted  throughout  the  Masonic  world,  is  written  for 
very  few  besides  reporters.  Give  all  the  companions  the  benefit  of  these  proceed- 
ings, and  soon  discussions  will  arise  upon  qnestions  involved,  which  will  lead  to  fur- 
ther search  for  light,  and  the  introduction  of  candidates  will  come  to  be  looked  upon 
aa  an  interrnption. 

While  upon  this  subject,  I  call  your  attention  to  the  desirability  of  allowing  a 
Master  Mason  time  to  digest  the  Masonic  food  he  has  already  received,  before  rushmg 
him  to  a  new  feast,  and  gorging  him  with  the  Capitular  degrees  when  he  is  already 
loaded  to  repletion.  To  do  this,  it  is  necessary  to  choke  off  the  recruiting  officers 
from  the  Blue  Lodges,  and  allow  the  candidate  to  go  higher  "  of  his  own  free  will 
and  accord."  I  consider  it  fully  as  unmasonic  to  solicit  a  Master  Kason  to  advance 
into  the  Chapter,  as  to  urge  a  profane  to  apply  for  initiation.  A  Master  Mason  should 
be  discouraged  from  applying  to  the  Chapter,  until  he  has  advanced  far  enough  into 
the  S.'.  S.*.  to  comprehend  the  designs  upon  the  Trestle  Board. 

We  cannot  agree  with  him,  that  it  is  "  fully  as  unmasonic  to  solicit  a  Master  Mason 
to  advance  into  the  Chapter,  as  to  urge  a  profane  to  apply  for  initiation."  We  can 
see  no  impropriety  in  suggesting  to  a  Master  Kason  that  his  Masonic  education 
had  better  be  completed,  and  we  do  not  think  the  two  cases  are  at  all  parallel. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  made  a  lengthy  and  elaborate  report,  in  which  he  states  the 
number  and  condition  of  the  Chapters  visited  by  him. 

The  following  remarks  are  applicable  to  other  jurisdictions  than  Vermont,  and 
our  own  Grand  Lecturer,  in  his  report  last  year,  pointedly  alluded  to  the  same  sub- 
ject :— 

There  are  some  practices  in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  for  which,  no 
doubt,  many  of  the  older  members  are  somewhat  responsible,  that  are  contrary  to 
the  genius  and  spirit  of  Masonry,  and  which  are  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  and  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  as  I  understand  them,  which  are 
still  practiced  bv  many.  There  is  nothing  in  any  of  the  ceremonies  of  Masonry  of  a 
light  or  trivial  character,  nothing  that  lowers  the  dignity  or  manhood  of  the  candi- 
date, but  everything  done,  every  form  and  ceremony  practiced,  have  their  symbolic 
teachings,  and  are  intended  to  increase  one's  self-respect,  and  elevate  his  moral 
character.  When  these  ceremonies  are  done  in  such  a  manner  that  their  teachings 
and  moral  lessons  are  lost  sight  of,  and  are  only  looked  upon  as  a  mere  show,  for  the 
gratification  of  the  members  and  the  amusement  of  the  spectators,  that  we  lose  sight 
of  their  significance  and  fail  of  the  object  intended,  and  in  very  many  instances  so 
disappoints  and  disgusts  the  candidates  as  to  entirely  alienate  them  from  the  frater- 
nity. Many  a  good  and  worthy  brother  has  been  driven  from  us  in  this  manner.  In 
my  visitations  I  have  called  the  attention  of  Chapters  to  this  subject,  and  have  recom- 
mended that  the  reception  should  be  as  dignified  and  impressive  and  as  fully  conform 
to  the  lectures  as  in  any  other  degree ;  and  that  the  various  representations  intro- 
duced be  just  sufficient  to  symbolize  and  bring  out  the  teaching  intended  ;  and  in 
every  instance  this  has  met  their  approbation  and  promises  of  a  compliance  with  my 
suggestions  given. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  as  one  of  the  standing  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  :— 

JResolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  High  Priest  of  every  Chapter  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion, as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  published  proceedings  are  received  by  his  Chap- 
ter, to  read,  or  cause  to  be  read,  at  regular  Convocations  of  his  Ch{g)ter,  the  Consti- 
tution, Standing  Kegulations,  and  Edicts  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  together  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation. 

A  jewel  was  presented  to  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Jonathan  H.  Evahs  by  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  A.  Y.  H.  Cakpenter,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Ohapter,  in  an  elo- 
quent and  appropriate  speech,  to  which  the  recipient  made  a  fitting  reply. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence,  bj  Comp.  J.  P.  0.  Cottrill,  is  brief  bnt  good. 
Within  the  compass  of  thirty-one  pages  the  proceeding  of  thirtj-one  Grand  Chapters 
are  ably  reviewed,  California  for  1876  receiving  a  f^ir  share  of  his  attention. 

Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  thns  disposes  of  the  "  colored  '*  question : — 

He  speaks  of  the  recognition  of  colored  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  recommends  it. 
We  ai^ree.  If  a  man  is  lawfully  and  Masonically  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  he  ought  to  be 
recognized  as  such  ;  and  that  seems  to  us  to  be  the  whole  of  the  question.  Of  course 
this  implies  regular  making,  in  a  lawful  Chapter,  and  in  fall  form.  That  done  a  roan 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  whether  white,  black,  spotted  or  otherwise  as  to  skin,  or  as 
to  anything  else.  But  at  the  bottom  of  it  all  he  must  be  regularly  made,  in  lawful 
manner,  and  in  a  lawful  Chapter,  holding  fealty  and  receiving  its  charter  from  a 
lawful  Grand  Chapter.  It  is  stated  in  the  address  that  the  newspapers  say  that  a 
Chapter  of  colored  Royal  Arch  Masons  has  been  organized  here ;  but  if  it  has  not 
been  organized  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  that  ends  the  ques- 
tion as  to  its  members.  The  action  taken  was  merely  a  recommendation  that  the 
Grand  Lodges  convene  by  delegates  and  settle  the  question,  which  we  had  for  some 
time  supposed  had  been  settled  by  universal  agreement,  as  above  stated. 

Under  the  head  of  Kansas,  we  find  the  following,  in  which  we  heartily  concnr  : — 

Comp.  Carb,  as  usual,  reported  upon  correspondence.  It  is  an  excellent  report. 
He  advocates  the  allowance  of  votes  by  vi.sitors  for  the  Chapter  degrees;  but  the 
position  seems  to  us  entirely  indefensible,  and  as  tending  to  obliterate  all  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  jurisdiction  over  the  candidates.  If  the  visitor  can  vote,  as  being  a 
member  generally  of  the  Craft,  why  not  then  let  the  applicant  go  anywhere  and 
everywhere  for  his  degrees,  till  he  can  find  some  Chapter  that  wiil  take  him.  The 
right  of  visitation  we  hold  to  be  a  mere  right  of  visitation— a  right  to  look  on  and 
be  comfortable  among  one's  brethren — to  learn,  mayhap  as  to  work  and  lectures — to 
become  better  versed  thereby  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  Capitular  Masonry.  But  all 
this  does  not  vest  the  visitor  with  the  transaction  of  any  of  the  business  proper  of 
the  Chapter  which  he  visits. 

Under  the  head  of  Tennessee  he  says : — 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  reported  that,  except  for  opening,  closing,  and 
conferring  degrees,  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  were  necessary  to  constitute  a 
quorum,  but  the  Grand  Chapter  did  not  concur  in  the  report.  So  that,  unless  this 
negative  action  rules  the  question  the  other  way,  it  is  still  left  open.  In  our  judg- 
ment the  report  of  the  committee  was  correct ;  and  wc  have  never  seen  an  instance, 
in  any  of  the  numerous  Masonic  bodies  to  which  we  belong,  where  a  visitor  has 
either  balloted,  voted,  or  even  participated  in  debate,  upon  any  matter  before  the 
body,  or  has  presumed  to  do  so,  or  has  been  expected  or  allowed  to  do  so.  If  there 
is  an  universal  rule  in  Masonry  more  firmly  settled  or  more  generally  practiced  than 
that  a  visitor  simply  visits,  and  no  more,  aiding,  perhaps,  when  requested,  in  work, 
we  confess  we  do  not  know  it.  But  the  representatives  to  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter were  instructed  to  bring  the  matter  before  that  body  for  decision,  where,  as  it 
should  be,  we  hope  the  question  will  be  decided.  The  representatives  to  the  parent 
body  were  also  instructed  to  bring  before  it  the  question  of  incorporating  the  Council 
degrees  into  Capitular  Masonry.  We  think  they  belong  there,  and  would  be  glad  to 
see  it  done  in  some  proper  way. 

Comp.  CoTTRiLL  entirely  discards  the  scissors,  and  sets  before  ns  a  dish  of  hia 
own  cooking,  which,  we  confess,  is  very  ranch  to  onr  taste.  His  reports  are  always 
interesting,  instructive,  and  enjoyable,  and  his  views  upon  the  leading  questions 
discussed  we  knoto  to  be  correct,  because  they  almost  invariably  accord  with  onr 
own. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  were  re-elected.  Address:  Mil- 
waukee. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  Febrnary,  1878. 

GRAND  LODQ-E  OF  MARK  MASTERS  OF  ENQ-LAND  AND  WALES. 

This  Grand  Body,  of  which  hitherto  little  has  been  known  in  this  jurisdiction,  held 
its  "  Half-yearly  Communication  "  at  Freemasons'  Tavern  in  the  city  of  London,  on 
the  fifth  day  of  December,  1876,— the  Right  Honorable,  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  Jf.*. 
W.\  Grand  Mark  Master  Mason,  presiding,  the  F.*.  W.:  Fredierick  Bingkes  being 
Grand  Secretary. 
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As  this  Grand  Lodge  has  now  been  formally  recognized  bj  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States,  a  history  of  its  origin  and  progress  will  be  of  interest  to 
oar  companions,  and  we  therefore  copy  from  the  pamphlet  before  ns,  the  follow- 
ing:— 

Origin  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masoks  of  England,  Ac,  as  set 

FORTH  BY  order  OF  THE  GRAND  LuDGE  OF  MARK  MASTER  MaSONS. 

There  is  probably  no  degree  in  Freemasonry  that  can  lay  claim  to  greater  antiq- 
uity, than  those  of  Mark  Man  or  Mark  Mason,  and  Mark  Master  Mason. 

A  committee  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland,  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  position  of  the  degree,  reported  in  1865  :  "  In  this  country,  from  time  irame- 
memoriaf,  and  long  before  the  institution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  (in  1736), 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Mark  Masters'  Degree,  was  wrought  by  the  operative 
Lodges  of  St.  John's  Masonry." 

In  A.  D.  1598,  William  Shaw,  Master  of  Works  to  King  James  YL,  orders  the 
Marks  of  all  Masons  to  be  inserted  in  their  work. 

In  the  seventeenth  century,  Mother  Kilwinuing  Lodge  made  members  choose 
their  Marks,  and  charged  them  four  shillings  each  tur  the  same. 

On  January  7,  A.  D.  1778,  the  Banf  Operative  Lodge  resolved — "That  in  time 
'  coming,  all  members  that  kihali  hereafter  raisse  to  the  degree  of  Mark  Mason,  shall  pay 
one  Merk  Scots,  but  not  to  obtain  the  degree  of  Mark  MaHon,  before  they  are  passed 
Fellow  Cralt ;  and  those  that  shall  take  tl)e  degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason,  shall  pay 
one  shilling  and  sixpence  sterling  onto  the  Treasurer  for  behoof  of  the  Lodge.  None 
to  attain  to  the  degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  until  they  are  raised  Master."  This 
shows  clearly  the  relative  positioru*  of  the  degrees  of  Mark  Mason  or  Mark  Man, 
and  Mark  Master  Mason  to  each  other,  and  to  the  o])erative  Craft.  Every  operative 
Mason,  or  F'ellow  Craft  being  obliged  to  be  made  a  Mark  Man,  or  Mark  Mason,  before 
he  could  ''Mark  "  his  work.  While  the  degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  confined  to 
those,  who,  as  Masters  of  Lodges  or  Master  Masons,  had  been  chosen  to  rule  over  the 
Fellow  Crafts. 

Previous  to  the  union  of  the  Two  Grand  Craft  Lodges  in  England,  effected  in  1813, 
under  the  title  of  **  The  United  Grand  i  odge  of  England."  the  Mark  Degree  was  reg- 
ularly worked  in  many  Lodges,  meeting  under  one  or  other  of  the  two  Constitutions 
as  well  as  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  meeting  from  time  immemorial  at 
York.  At  the  said  Union,  in  1813.  the  Mark  Degree  was  excluded  from  the  system 
then  adopted.  One  of  the  articles  of  the  declaration  agreed  to  at  such  union,  being : 
"Pure  and  Ancient  Masonry  consists  of  three  degrees  and  no  more,  including  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch." 

The  Mark  Degree,  however,  continued  to  be  extensively  worked,  especially  in  the 
Northern  and  Midland  Districts  of  England,  the  Lodges  being  held  under  immemorial 
constitution,  derived  from  the  Old  Athol  York  Grand  Lod^e. 

One  or  other  of  the  Supreme  Bodies  exercising;  Masonic  jurisdiction  in  Scotland, 
Ireland  and  America,  has  always  regarded  the  Mark  Degrees  as  an  essential  and 
integral  portion  of  ancient  Freemasonry,  while  in  Scotland  it  is  conferred  under  the 
authority  of  both  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter. 

In  the  United  States,  since  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  the  Mark  Degree  has 
been  conferred  in  independent  Mark  Lodges,  as  well  as  under  the  authority  of  Grand 
Chapters  of  the  Royal  Arch. 

In  England,  as  has  been  shown,  the  knowledge  and  working  of  the  degree  haa 
never  been  lost,  but  it  has  been  practiced  from  the  earliest  time  in  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent Mark  Lodges,  which  have  never  acknowledged  the  jurisdiction  of  either  the 
Craft  Grand  Lodges  of  1717  or  1813,  or  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  1813. 

In  the  Colonies  much  difficulty  has  been  encountered  from  the  establishment  of 
Lodges  under  different  jurisdictions,  some  recognizing  the  Mark  degree,  and  some 
altogether  ignoring  it.  To  remedy  this  state  of  confusion,  an  attempt  was  made  in 
the  year  1855,  to  obtain  its  recognition  as  a  separate  degree  bv  the  "The  United 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  ;"  and  a  committee  consisting  of  memoers  of  that  Grand 
Lodge  and  of  members  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  England  was 
appointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  Mark  Degree. 

Some  members  of  this  committee  were  already  Mark  Masters  ;  those  who  had  not 
taken  the  degree  had  it  conferred  upon  them  in  the  Albany  Lodge  (Irish  Constitution) 
Isle  of  Wright,  and  in  other  old  Lodges,  and  some  in  the  Bon  Accord  Mark  Lodge, 
then  recently  established  in  London,  under  a  charter  received  from  the  Bon  Accord 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Aberdeen. 

The  report  of  the  committee  approved  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  pronouncing 
the  Mark  Degree  as  in  their  opinion  "  not  positively  essential,  but  a  graceful  append- 
age to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft,"  was  presented  to  "  The  United  Grand  Lodge  of 
England "  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  March,  1866,  and  was  ttnanimonaljr 
adopted. 
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Owing  however  partly  to  the  conscientions  objections  of  some  of  the  leading 
membera  of  Grand  Lodge,  including  the  Most  Worth}' Grand  Master,  who  maintained 
that  Grand  Lodge  was  pledged  by  the  Articles  of  Union  only  to  acknowledge  the 
three  Craft  Degrees  as  then  worked  by  the  Lodge  of  Reconciliation  (including  the 
Royal  Arch),  and  partly  to  the  disapproval  of  many  Mark  Master  Masons  of  the  posi- 
tion, which  it  was  proposed  to  assisrn  to  the  Mark  Degree,  at  the  next  ensuing 
Quarterly  Communication  of  "The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England,"  on  special 
motion,  duly  proposed  and  seconded,  that  portion  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
Quarterly  Communication  referring  to  the  Mark  Degree  was  non-confirmed  and  the 
^atus  in  quo  ante  was  resumed. 

*'  The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England  "  having  thus  formally  declared  its  ina- 
bility in  accordance  wiih  its  Constitutions,  to  adopt  the  degree  into  its  system,  a 
declaration  which  has  since  been  repeated  on  various  occasions,  several  earnest 
Masons,  anxious  for  its  propagation,  in  place  of  having  recourse  to  the  old  English 
Mark  Lodges,  applied  for  and  received  charters  from  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  under  the  authority  of  which  they  opened  Lodges  and  conferred  tJie  De- 
gree of  Mark  Master  in  London,  and  other  parts  of  England. 

Other  Mark  Master  Masons  who  had  taken  the  Degree  in  various  old  (time  imme- 
morial) English  Lodges,  together  with  the  members  ot  the  Bon  Accord  Lodge,  gladly 
welcoming  the  increasing  appreciation  of  the  Mark  Degree,  but  not  approving  this 
attempt  to  introduce  a  foreign  supreme  Masonic  authority  into  England,  renolved  to 
constitute  a  Grand  Lodge  with  jurisdiction  over  the  Mark  Degree  in  this  country  and 
its  dependencies,  in  the  establishment  of  which  they  at  unce  received  the  adhesion 
of  the  following  (time  immemorial)  Lodges  : — 

The  Northumberland  and  Berwick,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;  The  Royal  Cumber- 
land, Bath ;  The  Kent,  London. 

The  Mark  Degree  was  thus  placed  under  an  independent  central  authority,  in 
accordance  with  the  precedent  already  set,  with  respect  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree, 
by  the  Grand  Chapters  of  England  and  Scotland,  as  well  as  by  the  four  London  Lodges, 
in  the  establishment  of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  London,  in  ▲.  d  1717,  ''The  Grand  Lodge  of 
all  England,"  then  meeting  at  York. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Leigh,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Warwickshire, 
(Craft),  a  thoroughly  constitutional  Mason,  and  a  personal  friend  of  the  J^.*.  W.'. 
Grand  Master  of  England,  was  unanimously  elected  Grand  Master  of  the  new  organi- 
zation and  lent  most  valuable  assistance  in  framing  its  laws  and  maturing  its  system 
of  government. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  June,  1856,  when  a  desire 
for  a  general  union  of  all  the  Mark  Masters  in  England  under  one  head  was  most 
warmTy  expressed.  To  give  effect  to  this  des*ire.  a  meeting  was  convened  on  May 
30, 1857,  of  representatives  from  all  existing  Mark  Lodges  in  England,  wherever  they 
could  be  found  ;  and  at  this  meeting,  which  was  largely  attended,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  concert  measures  for  organizing  a  union  of  all  regular  Mark  Master 
Masons.  This  committee  reported  in  favor  of  a  general  union  of  all  Mark  Lodges 
npon  equal  terms  in  a  Grand  Mark  Lodge. 

Meanwhile,  several  of  the  Lodges  holding  charters  from  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland  became  desirous  of  uniting  under  one  supreme  body  in  this 
country.  Considering  it  *'  derogatory  to  the  national  character  to  apply  to  a  sister 
country  for  warrants  of  constitution,"  and  a  circular  was  issued  in  September,  1858, 
by  the  Masters  of  these,  advocating  a  union  with  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge.  Additions 
were  thus  continually  made  to  the  Lodges  ranging  themselves  under  the  banner  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Lord  Leigh  continued  to  be  elected  Grand  Master  till  June, 
I860,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

Of  old  (time  immemorial)  'Lodges  now  acknowledging  the  supremacy  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  there  are  the  Northumberland  and  Berwick,  Newcastle-upon-Tvne ; 
the  Royal  Cumberland,  Bath  ;  the  Kent,  London  ;  the  Prince  Edward,  Halifax,  York- 
shire ;  the  Friendship,  Devenport;  the  Minerva,  Hull ;  the  Benevolent.  Stockport ; 
the  Portsmouth,  Portsmouth;  the  Roberts,  Rochdale  ;  the  Knights  of  Malta,  Hinck- 
ley ;  the  St  John's,  Bolton  ;  the  Canynges,  Bristol. 

Of  the  Lodges  originally  holding  charters  from  Scotland,  there  are — 

The  Bon  Accord,  London;  the  Thistle,  London ;  the  Cheltenham  and  Keystone, 
Cheltenham;  the  West  Lancashire,  Liverpool;  the  Southwark,  London;  the  St. 
Marks,  London ;  the  Langley,  Cardiff*;  the  Joppa,  Birkenhead  ;  the  St.  Andrews, 
Manchester;  the  Fnrnes«>,  Barrow-in-Furness;  the  St.  Davids,  Llandudno. 

The  Grand  Lodge  ot  Mark  Master  Masons  is  in  friendly  relation,  so  far  as  regards 
the  Mark  Degree,  with  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  Ireland,  Canada,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Iowa. 

The  M.\  W.',  Grand  Master  is  a  Vice-President  of  the  Masonic  Charities,  viz. : — 

Votes. 

Royal  Masonic  institution  for  boya 17. 

Royal  Masonic  institution  for  girls 10. 

Royal  Masonic  benevolent  institution  for  aged  Freemasons  and  widows 
of  Freemaaona 10. 
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Grand  Masters  from  the  date  of  the  Gonstitation  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of 
England  and  Wales:  — 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Leigh 1856. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon 1860. 

The  Visconnt  Holmbsdalb,  M.  P 1863. 

W.  W.  B.  Beach,  Esq.,  M.  P. .   1866. 

Rev.  George  Raymond  Portal,  M.  A .1869. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  Percy,  M.  P 1872. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Limerick 1875. 

This  Grand  Body  has  upon  its  registry  two  hundred  and  seven  subordinate 
Lodges,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine.  Many  of  these  Lodges  are  located  in  India,  Australia,  and  the  British  Islands. 
Three  warrants  for  new  Lodges  were  issued  during  the  half-year. 

Comp.  Dbummond,  of  Maine,  who  has  devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  the 
claims  of  this  Grand  Body  for  recognition  by  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United 
States,  gives  us  the  benefit  of  his  investigation,  as  follows : — 

This  Body  has  applied  to  the  various  Grand  Chapter3  for  recognition  ;  but  as  the 
question  was  presented  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  session,  before  the 
Grand  Chapters  (save  one  or  two)  had  acted  upon  it,  and  was  postponed  until  the 
next  session  for  final  action,  the  Grand  Chapters  have  not  acted  upon  it. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  England  confers  only  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  because,  by 
the  terms  of  the  union  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges  in  1813,  it  was  provided  that  no  de- 

§rees,  other  than  the  first  three  and  the  Royal  Arch,  should  be  recognized.  While  we 
o  not  admit  that  those  articles  may  not  be  amended  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  parties  to  them,  or  their  successors,  we  can  readily  see  that  they  are  not  liRely  to 
be  amended. 

Our  laws  in  this  country  prohibit  the  admission  of  an  English  Royal  Arch  Mason 
as  a  visitor,  until  the  three  intermediate  degrees  have  been  conferred  upon  him,  and 
Chapters  are  authorized  to  confer  them  at  once,  and  without  charge.  As  the  system 
in  England  is  not  likely  to  be  changed,  this  state  of  things  seems  likely  to  be  perma- 
nent. 

But  now  a  Grand  Body  comes  forward,  and  claims  that  the  degree  of  Mark  Master 
Mason  is  lawfully  conferred  by  regular  Bodies  under  its  jurisdiction  ;  and  brethren 
who  have  received  this  degree  in  one  of  those  bodies,  are  applying  to  visit  our  Mark 
Lodges  and  our  Chapters,  without  being  required  to  receive  a  degree  of  which  they 
are  already  in  legitimate  possession. 

The  simple,  practical  qiiestion  presented,  is,  "  Shall  these  brethren  be  recognized 
by  our  Chapters  as  Mark  Master  Masons,  and  be  allowed  to  visit  as  such?"  This 
question  involves  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Mark  I^odge,  for  if  it  and  its  subor- 
dinates are  not  regular  masonic  bodies,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question  ;  but  if  they 
are  regular,  masonic  law  and  duty  require  their  recognition. 

It  is  BufiQcient  to  say  that  if  our  organization  is  regular,  that  of  the  Grand  Mark 
Lodge  is  regular,  and  it  has.  to  say  the  least,  as  goud  authority  to  govern  the  de- 
gree, as  me  General  Grand  Chapter  or  any  Grand  Chapter  has  in  this  country. 

It  has  been  recognized  by  the  following  Grand  Chapters,  not  constituents  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  viz.:  Canada,  Ireland,  and  Pennsylvania.  The  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  England  has  not  recognized,  and  cannot  recognize  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  it  does  not  recognize  the  Mark  Master's  degree. 

We  think  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  Comp.  Dbdmmond  are  correct,  and  would 
therefore  recommend  that  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales  be  recog- 
nized by  our  Grand  Chapter  as  a  legitimate  Masonic  Grand  Body. 

The  Right  Honorable,  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  is  M,-.  W.-,  G,:  M.\  M,',  M.\  and  the 
v.;  Wr.  Frederick  Binckes  is  Grand  Secretary.  Address  :  No.  2  Red  Lion  Square, 
Holborn,  London,  W.  C,  England. 

The  General  Representative  for  the  United  States  is  Gomp.  Albbet  G.  Goodall, 
142  Broadway,  New  York. 

GENERAL  GRAND  CHAPTER. 
The  twenty-third  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Roya 
Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  held  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  commencing  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  August,  1877,— the  M.'.  E.\  Elbebt  H. 
English,  General  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  the  R.\  K\  Chbibtofber  G.  Fox 
being  Grand  Secretary.    Thirty-two  Grand  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  open- 
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ing.  Absent :  Nevada,  Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  and  Texas.  A  large  number  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  were  also  in  attendance. 

Previons  to  the  calling  of  the  roll  of  members,  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  York,  M.\  E.\  Gomp.  Georob  Van  Yliet,  extended  a  cordial  wel- 
come to  the  members  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  "  expressing  the  hope  that  their 
visit  to  the  jarisdiction  of  New  York  would  be  both  pleasant  and  profitable."  Comp. 
John  Frizzell,  Deputy  General  Grand  High  Priest,  made  a  fitting  reply. 

The  Address  of  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  well  written  paper,  character- 
ized by  good  sound  sense. 

He  recognizes  our  dependance  upon  "  Him  who  uttered  His  ineffable  name  in  the 
ear  of  Moses,  from  a  flaming  bush  at  the  foot  of  Horeb,''  and  thus  expostulates  with 
those  misguided  brethren  who  have  cut  loose  from  the  Almighty,  and  banished  God 
f^om  their  Constitution  : — 

0 1  Masons  of  France.  If  a  few  of  your  misguided  leaders  have  stricken  from 
your  Constitution  the  clause  which  declares  that  Masonry  is  founded  on  a  belief  in 
God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  put  it  back.  Restore  this  landmark  of  all  true 
Masonry.    Remember  the  blood  and  carnage  of  the  revolution,  when  the  maddened 

J)rofane  wrote  over  the  doors  of  your  temples  of  worship,  "  There  is  no  God — Death 
B  an  eternal  sleep.'' 

Upon  "  the  solemn  death  roll  of  Most  Excellent  Companions  "  are  recorded  the 
names  of  John  William  Haryille  and  Charles  Marsh,  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of 
California.  Many  other  distinguished  names  are  there  recorded,  most  of  whom,  we 
notice,  had  reached  a  ripe  old  age. 

The  following  dedsions  were  rendered,  and  approved  by  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  :— 

1.  It  is  not  legally  necessary  that  the  first  three  officers  named  in  a  charter  should 
be  those  named  in  the  dispensation. 

2.  Under  the  regulations  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  companions  receiving 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  one  of  its  Chapters  U.  D.  are  members  thereof,  and  they, 
as  well  as  affiliated  members,  are  eligible  to  be  named  in  the  charter  as  officers. 

3.  In  rcHponse  to  letter  of  Comp.  William  Stowe,  chairman  of  committee  of  the 
Jf.*.  E.',  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  appointed  to  inquire  and  report,  etc.  {Feb' 
ruary  16^,  1876.) 

At  Baltimore,  in  1871,  a  verbal  resolution  was  adopted  almost  unanimously,  after 

discussion  by  the  most  learned  Masons,  declaring  • to  be  the  true of  a 

Royal  Arch  Mason.    This  action  is  referred  to  in  printed  proceedings  1871,  p.  42. 

At  Nashville,  in  1874,  this  resolution  was  simply  rescinded,  which  left  the  matter 
just  as  it  was  before  the  Baltimore  resolution  was  adopted.  {See  Proceedings  1874, 
p.  49.) 

i.  An  Irish  Royal  Arch  Mason,  who  has  never  received  the  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
ter's degree,  cannot  be  allowed  to  visit  any  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  until  he 
receives  that  degree,  which  any  Chapter,  without  regard  to  his  residence,  may  confer 
upon  him. 

5.  Such  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  after  being  so  healed,  and  producing  a  dimit  from 
his  Chapter  in  Ireland,  may  be  admitted  a  member  of  a  Chapter  in  New  Jersey,  while 
residing  in  Pennsylvania. 

6.  Upon  the  organization  of  a  new  Grand  Chapter,  the  subordinates  may  continue 
to  work  under  their  old  charters,  or  take  out  new  ones,  as  the  Grand  Chapter  may 
decide. 

7.  A  brother  who  has  lost  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand,  at  the  second  joint, 
is  not  disqualified  for  receiving  the  degrees.  A  brother  whose  right  knee  is  without 
motion,  perfectly  stiff*,  is  disqualified.  A  blind  Master  Mason,  though  very  worthy  in 
all  other  respects,  cannot  receive  the  Chapter  degrees. 

8.  For  all  purposes,  except  opening  and  closing  a  Chapter  and  conferring  degrees, 
nine  members  of  the  Chapter  are  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

9.  It  is  contrary  to  the  Landmarks  to  excuse  a  member  from  voting  upon  a  peti- 
tion for  the  degrees. 

12.  A  Chapter  has  the  right  to  appear  at  a  funeral  conducted  by  a  Lodge  of  Mas- 
ter Masons,  when  so  invited,  taking  such  position  in  the  procession  as  may  be 
assigned  to  it  by  those  having  charge. 

A  special  dispensation  was  granted  to  Wyoming  Chapter,  No.  1,  to  hold  a  special 
election  for  King,  that  officer  having  removed  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter. 
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It  appears  to  ns  that  this  act  is  not  exactly  in  consonance  with  the  dectrine,  so 
strongly  advocated  by  many  of  onr  brother  reporters,  that  a  High  Priest,  King,  or 
Scribe  cannot  resign.  In  this  instance,  if  the  King  conid  not  resign,  there  was  no 
vacancy,  and  the  granting  of  the  dispensation  was  a  mistake.  We  have  always  held 
that,  under  certain  circumstances,  an  officer  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  conld  resign,  and 
this  is  one  of  those  certain  circumstances. 

In  the  following  case,  we  think  the  granting  of  a  special  dispensation  was  jostifi^ 

able  :— 

A  dispensation  was  granted  in  Aognst,  1876,  to  Gyrus  Chapter,  No.  2,  Idaho,  to 
hold  a  special  election  for  High  Priest.  The  companion  elected  at  the  annual  elec- 
tion, it  turned  out,  had  been  indefinitely  suspended  by  the  Lodge  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  for  gross  unmasonic  conduct,  and  uence  was  not  installed —the  King  called 
away,  and  the  Scribe  dead. 

Of  the  Chapter  at  Honolulu,  he  says : — 

Our  fair  and  dutiful  daughter,  Honolulu,  seated  upon  an  island  of  the  Hawaiian 
group,  far  away  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  keeps  her  lamp  trimmed  and  burning,  and  is 
contributing  to  the  rapidly-advancing  civilization  of  a  people,  who,  not  many  years 
ago,  were  destitute  of  light.  May  God,  whom  they  now  worship,  preserve  them 
from  earthquakes  and  tidal  waves ! 

He  announces  the  gratifying  fact  that  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Alabama  and  Geor- 
gia have  returned  to  their  allegiance  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  regrets  that 
Texas,  of  all  those  who  severed  their  connection  with  the  parent  body  during  the 
late  civil  war,  "  yet  wanders  in  her  path  of  isolation.''  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  she, 
too,  will  soon  reconsider  her  act  of  withdrawal  and  once  more  assemble  with  her  us. 
ters  on  equal  terms. 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest  says : — 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  now  numbers  upon  its  roll  thirty-five  Grand  Chapters 
which  acknowledge  fealty  to  it,  and  the  number  will  enlarge  with  the  increase  of 
populations,  and  the  march  of  civilization  in  the  Territories.  It  is  surpassed  by  no 
moral  organization  upon  the  globe  in  wisdom,  strenoth,  and  beauty. 

The  purposes  of  its  institution  were,  as  declared  by  its  illustrious  founders,  "  to 
establish  order  and  uniformity,  to  promote  love  and  charity  among  Masons,  and 
render  more  general  and  extensive  the  principles  of  benevolence  ond  philanthropy." 
These  purposes  it  has  kept  steadily  in  view. 

Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  her  offspring,  West  Virginia,  still  remain  independent 
of  the  General  Grand  Body,  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  also  will  listen  to  the  repeated 
fraternal  invitations  which  have  been  extended  to  them,  and  thus  render  the 
"  happy  family  "  complete. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  Dkcmmond,  of  Maine,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  :— 

Hesolved,  That  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  be  authorized  to  commission  some 
worthy  High  Priest,  or  Past  High  Priest,  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  SeaWf. 
Chapter,  at  Seattle  in  Washington  Territory  ;  and  if,  npon  such  examination,  he  shall 
deem  it  expedient,  to  reorganize  said  Chapter,  install  its  officers,  and  deliver  the 
charter. 

The  memorials  of  the  Grand  Chapters  and  Grand  Councils  of  Mississippi  and  North 
Carolina,  with  reference  to  incorporating  the  Council  degrees  with  those  of  the  Chap, 
ter,  were  presented,  and  the  committee  to  whom  they  were  referred,  reported 
adversely  to  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  but  by  a  subsequent  resolution 
the  further  consideration  of  the  matter  was  postponed  until  the  next  Triennial  Con- 
vocation. We  cannot  find  that  the  memorial  on  the  same  subject,  from  Califor. 
nia,  was  presented,  or  that  any  notice  was  taken  of  it.  A  copy  was  sent  to  the  Gen* 
eral  Grand  Secretary,  long  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and 
copies  were  also  sent  to  every  Grand  Chapter  in  the  United  States,  and  we  cannot 
understand  why  our  memorial  was  ignored,  when  those  of  the  other  Grand  Chapters 
named,  received  respectful  attention.* 

The  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales  was  recognized. 

*  We  have  Lately  be«n  informed  by  the  M.'.  E.'.  Grand  High  Priest  that  the  memorial  from 
OaUiomia  was  not  received  by  the  General  Grand  Secretaiy.— [Gbakd  Bac. 
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Comp.  Parvin,  from  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  submitted  the  following 
report : — 

Toar  Committee  on  Grievances  respectfully  report,  that  no  case  of  grivancee  has 
been  referred  to  it  for  consideration. 

That  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Committee,  peace,  harmony,  and  good  will  prevail 
in  all  our  extended  borders,  and  that  we  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  are  a  truly  "  happy 
family,"  and  that  we  are  not  in  the  least  aggrieved  ;  that  we  have  had  no  work  to  do 
in  this  line  of  our  labors,  and  fondly  trust  that  our  succesAors  may  experience  the 
like  benign  influences  of  our  Rite  in  drawing  more  together  and  preserving  these 
social  influences  which  make  U8  all  one  common  brotherhood  in  good  works  and 
good  feelings. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  was  recognized.  It  was  decided  that  there  must 
be  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  open  any  of  the  Bodies  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  but  that  five  may  work  as  a  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters,  seven 
aa  a  Lodge  of  Past  Masters,  and  seven  as  a  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters. 

In  the  appendix,  an  interesting  account  of  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  by  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Buffalo,  is  given,  together  with 
the  speeches,  festivities,  &c,,  incident  to  the  occasion.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that 
the  companions  had  a  good  time  and  were  entirely  satisfied  with  the  result  of  their 
Bv^alo  Hunt. 

The  next  Triennial  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  August,  1880. 

The  following  General  Grand  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  term  :~ 

Comp.  JoH>r  Frizzell,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  General  Grand  High  Priest. 
Coinp.  Robert  F.  Bower,  Keokuk,  Iowa,  Deputy  General  Grand  High  Priest. 
Comp.  Alfhed  F.  Chapman.  Boston,  Mass.,  General  Grand  King. 
Coinjj.  Noble  D.  Lakner,  Washington,  D.  C.,  General  Grand  Scribe. 
Comp.  John  McClellan,  Boston,  Mass.,  General  Grand  Treasurer. 
Comp.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  N.  1.,  General  Grand  Secretary. 
Comp.  Henry  Bostwick,  Covington,  Ky.,  General  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Comp.  David  F.  Day,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

CONCLUSION. 

Companions,  we  have  once  more  the  satisfaction  of  laying  before  you  our  Annual 
Report.  We  hope  it  may  be  received  and  considered  in  the  same  spirit  of  kindness 
and  forbearance  which  has  been  accorded  to  its  predecessors.  Most  of  it  has  been 
written  during  hours  when  **  pain  and  sickness  wrung  the  brow ; "  and,  although 
*'  ministering  angels  "  were  not  wanting,  they  could  not  aid  in  elucidating  questions 
of  Masonic  law  and  usage,  or  in  doing  battle  with  those  doughty  knights  of  the  quill, 
Corson,  Lawrence,  ScHDLTZ,PiERSON,and  others,  whose  "  heresies  "  we  felt  bound  to 
combat ;  and  to  cope  with  whom  required  all  the  vigor  of  an  intellect,  unimpaired 
by  disease.  Under  these  adverse  circumstances  we  have  done  our  best  to  collect  and 
preaent  for  your  consideration  such  subjects  of  interest  as  are  now  being  discussed' 
in  the  various  Grand  Bodies,  with  which  we  are  in  fraternal  communication,  not  hesi- 
tating  to  express  our  own  views  upon  all  questions  at  issue  ;  for  we  find  that  differ- 
ence is  a  quality  not  often  appreciated  in  the  character  of  a  reporter.  Whether 
those  viewn  are  right  or  wrong,  is  for  you  to  judge.  We  have  been  obliged  to  differ 
with  some  of  the  shining  lights  of  the  Order ;  but  we  have  also  been  sustained  by 
others  equally  brilliant.  All  our  controversies,  however,  have  been  maintained  in  a 
spirit  of  courtesy  and  forbearance,  which  has  called  forth  no  unkind  or  angry  word; 
but  all  appear  to  be  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  acquire  and  impart  information, 
and  to  express  their  ideas  upon  the  various  questions  at  issue,  always  with  a  proper 
and  decent  regard  for  those  of  others,  who  may  differ  from  them.  Among  the  lead- 
ing subjects  upon  which  a  difference  of  opinion  exists,  are  :  the  question  of  sospen. 
sion  for  non-payment  of  dues ;  of  the  right  of  objection,  after  ballot ;  the  power  and 
prerogatives  of  High  Priests;  the  right  of  elected  officers  to  resign ;  colored  Masonry, 
perpetual  juriadictiou  over  candidates,  and  temperance.    We  have  endeavored  to  lay 
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before yoa snch infomiAtioB—togettierwith the argnmeDtB pro  and  o(ni  upon  these 

qaestions — as  will  enable  yoa  to  Jadge  of  their  merits  ;  belieTing,  howe¥er,  that 

none  of  them  are  likely  to  disturb  the  onlTersal  harmony  which  now  prevails 

throoghoot  the  Bojal  Craft. 

To  onr  brethren  of  the  Beporters'  Gnild,  we  again  desire  to  express  our  aineoe 

thanks  for  the  nniversal  coartesy  and  forbearance  with  which  they  have  treated  onr 

hnmble  efforts,  and  for  their  many  kind  and  appreciative  notices. 

All  which  is  respectfhlly  sobmitted  by 

CHAS.  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

For  the  Cbmmittee. 

The  f ozegoing  report  was  ordered  to  be  published  with  the  pro- 
ceedingB. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  annoanced  the  appointment  of  the  follow- 
ing committees : — 

On  Finanoea :  On  RetumM : 

Gomp.  William  Monroe  Petrie,  Comp.  Charles  Lonis  Wiggin, 


(I 


Frank  Donglss  Mead,  "  John  Benshaw  Lockwood, 

John  Chaney  Partridge,  "  George  Edward  Cbilds, 

Anderson  Henderson  Broder,  *'  Joseph  Fairbanks  Wendell, 

Samnel  Calvert  Foy.  "  Bobert  Aitkin. 

On  Cfuuier* :  On  Orievanoes  : 

Comp.  William  Thompson  Lniber,  Comp.  Edwin  Aldrich  Bodgers, 

'*       Adoniram  Jndson  Loomis,  <*  8ilss  Montgomery  Buck, 

"       Frank  Worthy  Cnshing,  "  Ellison  Lsssell  Crawford, 

Jesse  Combes  Beed,  '*  Adolphus  Leigh  Fitzgerald, 

Benben  Leach.  "  George  Alexander  McKenzie. 


On  By-  Lavos :  On  Payment  of  Detegalee : 

Comp.  Camot  Conrtland  Mason,  Comp.  WiUiam  Thomss  Beynolds, 

William  Bnekley  Davis,  «       Joseph  Weil, 

Albert  Frederick  Knorp,  "       Edward  George  Spencer, 


If 
•f 

<*       John  Bweany,  "      Samnel  Doncaster, 


Bichard  Mnnt  '*       William  George  Hudson. 

The  Grand  Lectnrer  g^ve  notice  that  he  would  exemplify  the  work 
in  the  Mark,  Past,  and  Most  Excellent  Master's  degrees  this  evening  at 
half  past  seven  o'clock. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  two  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 


f  n  (SiUvA  (SkH)rtev* 


Aptbrkook  Session,  ) 

Tuesday,  AprU  9th,   A.  I.  2408.  ( 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  two  o'clock,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding. 
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Comp.  WuajIAM  Abraham  Dayibs,  from  the  special  oommittee  to 
-whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  presented 
the  following  report : — 

2b  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

Toar  committee  have  examined  the  address  of  onr  execative  head  and  sincerely 
regret  the  brief  time  granted  ns  to  digest  its  many  suggestions  and  comment  thereon, 
for  it  is  not  only  of  interest  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Ohapter  assembled  to-day, 
bat  to  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  of  the  jorisdictiun. 

Time  is  fleeting,  and  it  is  well  for  as  to  ask  and  to  repeat  the  qnestion  at  oar 
annnal  reanions,  What  have  we  done  for  oar  day  and  generation  as  Masons?  Do  we 
present  Masonry  to  the  uninitiated  with  a  clearer  idea  of  its  history,  its  symbols,  and 
its  future  ?  As  Kasoas  of  the  Royai  Arch,  do  we  present  to  the  inquirer  after  knowl- 
edge such  clear  light  as  only  those  who  have  descended  and  made  diligent  search  can 
obtain  ?— professed  sons  of  light !    Are  we  worthy  of  the  name  ? 

Oar  Grand' High  Priest  has  repeated  to  you,  in  well  chosen  words,  the  history  of 
our  organization.  He  has  reported  to  us  the  duties  he  has  performed  during  his  term 
of  office  and  submitted  his  action  for  your  approval,  and  after  doing  this  he  eloquently 
predicts  the  glories  of  the  future.    May  his  most  sanguine  hopes  be  verified. 

We  recommend  that  the  several  subjects  treated  in  the  address  be  referred  as 
follows : — 

To  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  so  much  as  refers  to  matters  concerning  Dixon 
and  Woodland  Chapters ;  and  all  answers  given  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  inquiries 
officially  made  of  him ;  and  the  dispensations  granted  to  NataX  and  Sutter  Ghapten* 

To  the  Oommittee  on  new  Chapters,  so  much  as  refers  to  the  dispensation  to  create 
Lakepmri  Chapter : 

To  Committee  on  By-Laws,  so  much  as  refers  to  amendment  of  By-Laws  of  several 
Chapters : 

To  special  committee  appointed  at  last  session,  so  much  as  refers  to  anion  of 
Chapters. and  Councils: 

To  Grand  Lecturer,  so  much  as  refers  to  text  book  of  monitorial  work  of  Chapter 
degrees  in  accord  with  the  work  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

And  we  further  recommend  that  bo  much  as  refers  to  the  decease  of  our  late  dis- 
tinguished leaders  John  Dove  and  Geoboe  P.  Goulet  be  referred  to  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Alexander  G.  Abell,  to  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  John  Mills  Bbownb, 
and  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain  Leonidas  E.  Pkatt. 

And  now,  companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  we  submit  onr  report  with  the  hope 
that  you  have  been  impressed  with  the  same  ideas  that  govern  your. committee.  We 
feel  that  your  affairs  have  been  in  good  hands ;  that  our  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  has  performed  his  duties  fully,  impartially,  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to 
you.    May  he  abide  long  with  us. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Which  report  was  concurred  in. 


William  A.  Daviss,  ) 

John  R.  Lock  wood,   v  Commxttet, 

William  G.  Hudson,) 


Comp.  WniUAM  Abraham  Dayibs  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  Oonstitntion : — 

Strike  out  of  subdivision  2,  Sec.  2  of  Article  VlII,  the  words  *'  one  dollar,'*  and 
insert  *•  fifty  cents,"  so  that  it  will  read  — 

"  For  each  Royal  Arch  Mason  borne  upon  its  roll  at  the  date  of  its  annual  return 
the  sum  of  fifty  cents;  and  the  Grand  Chapter  may  levy, in  addition  to  the  above > 
sach  other  contributAOUS  ««  n  to  judgment  may  be  required.'* 
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Which  proposed  amendment  'was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finances. 

Comp.  WhiIiIAM  Bradford  proposed  the  following  amendmAt : — 

Amend  Article  XVII,  Sec.  6,  by  8trikiog  ont  the  word  "  fifty,"  and  insert "  twenty- 
five,"  BO  that  the  section  will  read  as  follows : — 

'*No  Chapter  shall  confer  the  degrees  for  a  less  snm  than  tweniy-Jiv^  dollars,  and 
in  every  case  the  entire  fee  shall  accompany  the  application." 

Which  proposed  amendment  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Jnrispmdence. 

Comp.  WHiLiAM  Abraham  Dayies,  from  the  special  committee 
appointed  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation  on  the  transfer  of  the 
Council  degrees  to  the  Boyal  Arch  Chapters,  presented  the  following 
report : — 

To  Vie  Mr,  E.\  Grand  Chafier  of  California  .•— 

At  the  last  session  of  this  Grand  Body,  resolutions  were  adopted  approving 
generally  the  plan  presented  by  our  companions  of  Mississippi,  for  the  nnion  of  the 
Chapters  and  Councils  of  that  jarisdiction,  by  the  transfer  of  the  degrees  of  Royal 
and  Select  Master  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters ;  and  the  undersigned  were  appointed 
a  special  committee  to  act  conjointly  with  a  like  committee  (should  one  be  appointed 
by  the  Grand  Council  then  about  to  convene)  to  memorialize  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  at  its  then  ensuing  session,  praying  that  Body  to  so  amend  its  Constitution 
as  to  include  the  Select  degrees  among  those  to  be  conferred  under  its  authority ; 
and  having  performed  the  duties  assigned  us,  we  present  herewith  a  report  of  our 
proceedings  for  your  action  thereon. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council,  your  resolutions  were 
presented  and  indorsed,  and  that  Grand  Body  appointed  a  special  committee  to  act 
con  jointly  with  the  undersigned  in  efforts  to  carry  out  your  expressed  wishes  in 
oniting  the  two  organizations.  The  joint  committee  prepared  and  iss  ued  on  the 
11th  of  May,  1877,  the  following  memorial  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  sending 
the  flame  to  the  General  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  for  that 
Body,  and  copies  to  all  our  correspondents,  the  Grand  Chapters,  and  Grand  Coun- 
cils of  the  United  States. 
j-om*«DciiAfT««j  LCXBCULAB.] 

OBAim  OHAFTBB  OF  BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  THB  STATE  OF  CALIFORNXA. 

OFFICE  OF  THB  OBAVD  BZCBETABY,  May  11,  1877. 

To  all  Boyal  Arch  Chapters  and  Councils  of  Jioyal  and  Select  Masters  in  Calif orniat 
and  to  all  Grand  Chapters  of  Boyal  Arch  Masons  and  Grand  Councils  </ 
Boyal  and  Select  Masters ;~ 

The  undersigned,  a  joint  committee  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  and  of  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council  of  Boyal  and  Select  Masters  of 
California,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  at  its  ensuing  session  to  be  heldttt  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  so 
amend  its  Constitution  as  to  permit  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  to  be 
conferred  under  its  sanction  and  autliority,  have  prepared  ttie  following  memorial  for 
presentation  to  that  body,  as  expressing  the  sentiment  of  this  jurisdiction: — 

To  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch  Masons 

of  the  Vhiied  Slates  of  America : — 

Tour  petitioners,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and 
the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  California,  bv  the 
undersigned,  a  joint  committee  composed  of  a  committee  appointed  by  each  Grand 
Body  named,  at  its  last  Annual  Convocation,  to  present  to  the  Supreme  Authority 
the  desire  of  both  these  bodies  and  of  their  subordinates,  that  the  degrees  of  Royal 
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and  Select  Master  shoold  be  transferred  to  the  Roval  Arch  Chapters  and  be  conferred 
in  connection  with  and  as  a  part  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  in  tne  performance  of  the 
doty  assi);oed  them  fraternally  submit  this  memorial : 

1st.  Yonr  petitioners  fraternally  represent  that  the  separation  of  the  two  systems 
considered  in  this  memorial  is  entirely  unnecessary,  that  such  separation  operates  to 
tiie  detriment  of  the  whole  body  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  that  they  bat  give  ntter* 
ance  to  the  opinion  of  every  intelligent  Mason  in  odr  midst  when  they  declare  the 
maltiplication  of  Grand  Bodies  to  be  an  nnmlxed  evil.  Even  in  this  yoong  jurisdiction 
our  Councils  are  becoming  extinct ;  and  we  hear  but  one  wish  expressed  by  all,  when 
referring  to  this  subject,  that  the  Council  degrees  should  be  placed  under  the  care 
and  control  of  the  State  Grand  Chapters. 

2d.  In  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  this  memorial,  your  petitioners 
pray  that  Section  9,  Article  I,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  be 
so  amended  as  to  inclade  in  the  list  of  degrees  enumerated,  to  be  recognized  and 
conferred  under  its  juriAdictioo,  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master. 

And  the  undersigned,  said  joint  committee  of  your  petitioners,  present  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  in  Annual  Convocation, 
Wednesday,  April  11,  1877,  as  expressing  the  unanimous  desire  of  all  the  Chapters 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction  of  California : 

Besolved,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  approves  the  general  plan  adopted  by  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Koyal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Host  Puissant  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Mississippi,  having  for  its  object  the  transfer 
of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters. 

Hesolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  (acting  conjointly  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Most 
Puissant  Grand  Council)  to  petition  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  the  necessary 
permission  to  accomplish  the  desired  transfer. 

Besolved,  That  said  committee  be  required  (if  the  General  Grand  Chapter  shall 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners)  to  present  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  next 
Annual  Convocation,  a  detailed  plan  for  the  carrying  into  effect  of  the  proposed 
transfer. 

And  the  undersigned,  your  petitioners,  also  represent  that  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  presented  to  the  Grand  Council  at  its  Annual 
Assembly,  held  on  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  A.  Dep.  2877,  and  were  unanimously 
approved;  and  that  the  Grand  Master  appointed  Comps.  Titus,  Reynolds. and 
WioGiN  a  committee  to  confer  with  that  appointed  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  with  full 
power  to  act  therewith  in  carrying  the  resolutions  mto  effect 

Fraternally  submitted  by  the  undersigned  joint  committee  on  behalf  of  the 

{Isaac  Sdtvbkb  Titus, 
William  Thomas  Rbynoldb, 
Chas.  Louis  Wiooin. 

(WiLLLAM  Abraham  Dayiks, 
Most  SxceUent  Grand  Chapter :  <  William  Wilson  Tbatlob, 

(Gborob  Tuttle  Grimbs. 

A  true  copy  of  the  report  of  the  joint  committee,  as  agreed  to  May  10th,  1877. 

Attest : 

["^  «««««■]  CHAS.  LOUIS  WIGGIN, 

-'  Orand  Secretary  and  Grand  Becorder. 

Tour  committee  confess  that  they  opened  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  with  the  expectation  of  meeting  with  at  least  a  polite  refusal  to  accede  to 
the  prayer  of  our  petition.  We  believed  that  we  had  taken  proper  action,  had 
observed  the  laws  of  courtesy,  and  used  such  expressions  of  loyalty  as  are  duo  firom 
the  subject  to  the  sovereign.  Yet  we  were  treated  to  a  profound  silence.  To  use  a 
familiar  saying,  we  were  "  let  severely  alone."  Our  much  respected  uncle  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  looked  wise,  but  made  no  sign.  Upon  a  thorough  reading 
of  the  proceedings  referred  to,  however,  your  committee  were  relieved  to  find  tha^ 
another  joint  committee  had  met  with  better  success.  Our  companions  of  North 
Carolina  assembled  at  Newborn  in  that  State,  June  4, 1877,  and  desiring  to  accomplish 
the  same  result  to  which  our  circular  is  devoted,  created  a  joint  committee ;  said  com- 
mittee assembled  and  issued  this  memorial  which  we  find  in  the  published  proceedings 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter :— 
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MEMORIA.L. 

To  (he  Oeneral  Grand  Chapter  qf 

Royal  Arch  Masons  (ffthe  Uhiled  States  cf  America  :— 

The  nndersigned,  a  joint  committee  of  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Oonncil  of  Koyal 
and  Select  Masters  and  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  North  Garolina,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  your  august  body,  at  its 
ensuing  session,  to  so  amend  its  Constitution  as  to  allow  me  degrees  of  Royal  and 
Select  Master  to  be  conferred  under  its  sanction  and  authority,  have  prepared  the 
following  memorial  for  presentation  to  your  body,  as  expressive  of  the  sentiment  of 
thisjurisdiction : — 

Your  petitioners,  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council  and  the  M.\  Er,  Grand  Chapter 
aforesaid,  by  the  joint  committee  aforesaid,  respectfully  represent,  that  at  the  last 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  said  Grand  Bodies  respectively,  the  opinion  seemed  to  be 
unanimous  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  that  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master  should  be  transferred  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  and  be  conferred  in  con* 
nection  with,  and  as  a  part  of,  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

Your  petitioners  would  therefore  fraternally  represent,  that  the  separation  of  the 
two  systems  above  mentioned  is  entirely  unnecessary ;  that  such  separation  operates 
to  the  detriment  of  the  whole  body  of  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  and  that  they  give  utter- 
ance to  the  opinion  of  every  intelligent  Mason  in  their  midst  when  they  declare  the 
multiplication  of  Grand  Bodies  to  be  an  unmixed  evil. 

In  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  the  Councils  are  few  and  sparsely  attended ;  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  your  petitioners,  tiiat  an  union  of  the  two  systems  will  operate  bene- 
ficially for  Boyal  Arch  Masonry,  while  the  great  body  will  m  no  wise  be  injured. 

Tour  petitioners  would  therefore  humbly  pray  that  Article  I,  Section  9,  of  tiie 
Constitution  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  be  so  amended  as  to  include  in  the  list  of 
degrees  enumerated  to  be  recognized  and  conferred  under  its  jurisdiction,  the  degrees 
of  Royal  and  Select  Master. 

Fraternally  submitted  by  the  undersigned  joint  committee  and  attested  by  the 
seals  of  Grand  Coonoil  and  Grand  Chapter. 

D.  W.  BAIN. 
Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Recorder, 

Action  upon  this,  as  upon  the  memorial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi,  was 
deferred  until  the  next  triennial  Convocation.  In  the  consideration  of  this  subject, 
your  committee  will  briefly  state  their  conclusions  upon  the  propriety  of  any  further 
action  in  the  matter  at  this  time.  Some  four  or  five  of  the  jurisdictions  have  assumed 
the  power  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  our  memorial,  and  have  transferred  the 
degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  and  dissolved  their 
Council  organizations.  Is  this  action  desirable  with  ns?  Is  it  prudent?  Tour  com- 
mittee think  not.  We  desire  to  acoomplish  this  transfer,  believing  it  to  be  for  the 
best  interests  of,  and  the  future  prosperity  of,  Royal  Arch  Masonry  everywhere,  but 
especially  in  California ;  but  we  desire  to  perfect  the  change  in  accordance  with  law. 
usage,  and  regulations— it  involves  a  change  of  systems  that  should  not  be  made 
until  after  the  fullest  anticipation  of  possible  objections.  We  think  wonderful  pro- 
gress has  already  been  made,  and  are  firm  in  the  belief  that,  as  the  subject  win 
undoubtedly  be  presented  at  the  next  triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  in  1880,  it  cannot  fail  of  success. 

In  Masonic  matters,  especially  those  involving  organic  changes,  experience  has 
taught  us  it  is  always  best  to  *'  make  haste  slowly.''  We  are  a  conservative  organiza. 
tion,  and  let  ns  retain  that  characteristic ;  for  these  and  other  reasons  your  com- 
mittee do  not  present  the  detailed  plan  for  the  carrying  into  eff'ect  the  "  proposed 
transfer  "  referred  to  in  the  last  resolution  of  our  memorial,  but  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  continuance  of  this  committee,  with  the  suggestion  that  said  committee  or 
its  successor  be  requested  to  present  said  memorial,  in  person,  to  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  at  its  next  session. 

RespeotftiUy  submitted. 

William  A.  Dayibs,     ) 

William  W.  Tratlob,  >  CommiUee, 

Isaac  6.  Titus,  ) 

Which  report  was  oononrred  in. 
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The  same  committee  was  then  re-appointed  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  to  it  were  referred  the  following  oommnnicationB  from 
MassachnsettB,  Mississippi,  and  Wisconsin,  to  wit : — 


renAPWB  I  Office  op  the  Gband  Seobbtabt.  ) 

^  "^  J  67  Hanover  Street,  Boston,  HasB.,  Jane  22, 1877.  f 

Chab.  Louis  Wiooin.  Esq.. 

Grand  Sec^y  Grand  B.  A.  Chapter  California. 

Mr  Deab  Bib  and  B,\  S.\  Gomp.  : — At  a  re||ralar  Quarterly  Convocation  of  oar 
Grand  Chapter,  held  on  the  12th  Inst.,  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  oom- 
montcation  from  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  California  in  regard  to  oonneotinj; 
the  degrees  in  Cryptic  Masonry  with  those  of  the  Capitnlar  Bite,  reported  **  that  it 
was  inexpedient  for  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachnsetts,  at  present  at 
least,  to  make  any  recommendation  in  reference  thereto,  or  to  make  any  change  in 
the  practice  and  goyernment  of  these  bodies.'* 

Bespectftilly  and  fraternally  yonrs. 

Z.  H.  THOMAS,  Jb., 

Grand  Seoretary, 


GRAND   ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  OF  MISSI8SIPPL 

Office  op  the  Gband  High  Pbiest,  ) 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  Sept.  8th,  1877. ) 

2b  (he  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the 

Jtoyal  and  Select  Masters  of  Mississippi :— 

In  February  last  the  Grand  Conncil  and  Grand  Chapter  of  this  State  made  an 
agreement  by  which  the  officers  and  members  of  each  Chapter  should  open  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Chapter,  after  its  close,  a  Council,  and  confer  the  Royal  and  Select 
Degrees. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  was  petitioned  to  permit  the  Royal 
Degree  to  be  conferred  before,  and  the  Select  Degree  after,  the  Royal  Arch.  This 
was  the  only  question  or  petition  presented  by  our  Grand  Council  and  Grand  Chapter 
to  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  The  whole  action  of  the  Masons  of  Mississippi  on  this 
subject  was,  however,  brought  before  that  Grand  Body  at  its  late  meeting  in  BofRdo, 
by  Comp.  J.  M.  Howbt,  representing  the  Grand  Council  and  myself,  representing  the 
Cfrand  Chapter.  The  matter  was  postponed  by  it,  and  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Council  and  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi  wcu  notdisapprovedt  and  we  were  left  free 
to  follow  the  course  we  had  adopted. 

The  action  of  the  Masons  of  Mississippi  secured  the  approval  of  perhaps  a  major- 
ity of  the  delegates  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  A  diincnlty  did  present  itself  to 
some  of  them  in  our  requiring  the  Council  Degrees  to  be  conferred  in  the  bosom  of 
the  Chapter,  and  they  feared  this  might  violate  Section  9,  Article  I,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  This  difficulty,  which  I  do  not  regard  as  real, 
can  be  easily  removed  at  our  next  General  Convocation. 

I  am  satisfied  that  anv  agreement  made  between  a  Grand  Chapter  and  a  Grand 
Council  of  a  State ,  by  whicn  the  officers  and  members  of  a  Chapter  may  be  author- 
ized to  open  a  Council  and  confer  its  degrees,  would  be  sanctioned  be  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States.  This  agreement  would  be  a  warrant  or  charter 
to  open  a  Council,  and  the  Masons  acting  under  it  would  not  be  a  Chapter,  but  a 
regu  arly  chartered  Conncil  attached  to  a  Chapter,  but  not  necessarily  a  part  of  it. 

The  Royal  and  Select  Degrees  should  then  be  conferred  without  cnarge  on  all 
worthy  Royal  Arch  Masons  desiring  them,  and  always  on  the  class  receiving  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree.  This  would  make  that  degree  perfect,  and  would  save  the 
Council  Degrees  to  Masonry. 

It  was  generally  admitted  by  the  delegates  at  Bnffiilo  that  the  Councils  in  most  of  the 
States  of  the  Union  are  in  a  languishing  and  crippled  condition,  and  that  some  of  the 
Grand  Councils  will  soon  cease  to  exist.  It  was  also  generally  conceded  that,  unless 
the  General  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  should  make  the  Royal  and 
Select  Degrees  prerequisite  to  those  of  the  Encampment,  (and  that  it  refused  to  do 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote),  that  the  action  of  Mississippi  is  perhaps  the  best  that 
can  be  adopted.  At  all  evenii,  that  action  was  not  disapproved  or  disturbed,  and 
the  arrangement  made  in  February  last  will  be  carried  out. 

H.  W.  WALTER, 

Grand  High  Priest. 
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GBAND  CHAPTER  OF  ROTAL  ARCH  UASONS  AND  GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  ROTAL  AND 
SELECT  MASTERS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Recobdeb,  ) 
Milwaukee,  March  7th,  1878.  ) 

To  all  Companion  Royal  Arch  Matona  and  Royal  and  Select  Masters  to  whom  these 
presents  shaU  come :  Greeting. 

At  the  Annaal  Assenibly  of  the  Grand  Gonncil  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  held 
in  thts  city,  commencing  February  18th,  1878,  the  Most  lUustrioas  Grand  Master, 
Gomp.  Jambs  L.  Bridge,  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  memo- 
rialize the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  this  jurisdiction,  to  the  end.  that 
a  plan  might  be  adopted,  whereby  the  Grand  Council  could  snrrender  to  the  Grand 
Ohapter  the  control  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master.  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  Moat  Illu-strious  Grand  Master  was  unanimously  approved  and  a 
committee  of  three  appointed  to  memorialize  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  purpose 
specified. 

The  Grand  Council  was  then  adjourned  to  await  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  M.\  K'.  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 

Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  .•— 

M.*.  E.*.  OoMP ANION :  The  undersigned,  a  duly  authorized  committee,  from  the 
Grand  Council  of  Roval  and  Select  Masters  of  this  jurisdiction,  to  memorialize  the 
Grand  Chapter,  of  which  you  are  the  presiding  officer,  relative  to  the  proposition  of 
that  body  to  surrender  the  control  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master 
to  the  Grand  Chapter,  would  most  fraternally  represent  tliat  the  labor  and  expense 
incident  to  the  support  of  two  Grand  Bodies  and  corresponding  constituent  organiza- 
tions may  be  avoided,  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  these  beautiful  and  instructive 
degrees  to  our  jurisdiction,  and  also  provide  for  a  more  extended  dissemination  of 
the  same  than  is  now  possible,  by  placing  them  under  the  control  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  We,  therefore,  as  instructed  by  the  Grand  Council,  fraternally  ask,  through 
YOU,  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  act  with  us  in  the  endeavor  to  perfect  a  plan 
by  which  the  nnion  may  be  accomplished,  and  to  submit  the  same  for  approval  to 
the  Grand  Council  and  Grand  Chapter. 

David  H.  Wright.        ) 

Melvin  L.  Youngs,        >  ComrnxSieie, 

Chables  M.  Gottbill,  ) 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  which 
recommended  the  appointment  of  the  committee  as  requested  by  the  memorial. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  as  such  committee,  Companions  Chables  P.  G. 
Collins,  John  W.  Woodhull,  and  K.  M.  Hutchinson. 

REPORT  OF  OOMMnTEB. 

To  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  :— 

Your  special  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Grand 
Gonncil  relative  to  transferring  the  Council  degrees  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  conferred  with  said  committee  and  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  recommendations : 

1st.  That  the  Council  Degrees  be  received  under  the  charge  and  control  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

2d.  That  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  be  conferred  upon  all 
who  are  Royal  Arcn  Masons  at  the  date  of  the  consummation  of  this  plan,  free  of 
charge.  ' 

3d.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Grand  Council  to  carry  these  recom- 
mendations into  effect,  and  to  definitely  settle  all  the  preliminaries  for  the  transfer  of 
the  degrees  of  the  Council  to  the  Chapters. 

4th.  The  arrangements  entered  into  by  this  joint  committee  when  approved  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Council,  and  published  to  the  several  Chapters  and  Councils,  shall  be 
the  law  of  this  jurisdiction  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Charles  F.  G.  Collins,] 

John  W.  Woodhull,       >  Committee. 

K.  M.  Hutchinson,         )    , 

The  following  committees  were  then  appointed  :— 

On  behalf  of  Grand  Chapter— John  W.  Woodhull,  William  C.  Swain,  and 
MxLviN  L.  Youngs. 

On  behalf  of  Grand  Conncil-— Charles  F.  G.  Collins,  Gharles  M.  Cottkill,  and 
Ohandleb  p.  Chapman. 
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REPORT  OF  JOINT  COMMITTEB. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Secretary,         •      ) 
Milwaukee,  March  6th,  1878. ) 

To  the  M,'.  E.'.  Ornnd  High  Priest  qf  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
ami  the  M.\  111.-.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters  of  the  State  of  WUoonsin :—  * 

Whereas,  the  Grand  Coancil  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  at  their  annual  assem- 
bly held  in  tliis  city  February  eif^hteenth  and  twentieth,  voted  to  surrender  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  all  constitutional  right  to  confer  or  authorize  tlie  conferring  of  the 
degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master,  and  amended  their  constitution  by— first,  striking 
out  the  Super  Excellent  Master's  degree,  and  second,  all  portions  of  the  Constitution 
claiming  any  right  over  these  degrees ;  and  whereas,  the  Grand  Chapter  accepted 
the  same  and  have  made  the  necessary  amendments  to  their  Constitution  to  take 
control  of  and  constitutionally  confer  these  degrees;  therefore,  your  joint  commit- 
tee, appointed  to  arrange  a  detailed  plan  to  carry  out  the  expressed  wish  of  these 
Grand  Bodies,  recommend  as  follows  :— 

I.  Each  Chapter  of  lioyal  Arch  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  open  a  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master 
Bubsequent  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

II.  All  Royal  Arch  Masons,  members  of  Chapters  in  good  standing  at  the  date  of 
the  consummation  of  this  transfer,  shall  receive  tne  degrees  without  chanre. 

in.  In  Chapters  where  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters to  open  a  Council,  a  competent  companion  may,  by  request  of  the  High  Priest  of 
the  Chapter,  communicate  the  degrees  to  a  sufficient  number  of  companions  to  open 
a  Council,  but  thereafter  the  degrees  must  be  properly  and  fully  conferred. 

IV.  Each  Council,  on  receipt  of  these  instructions,  shall  properly  balance  ita 
books  and  forward  them  with  all  their  papers  and  the  charter  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
for  safe  keeping.  Paraphernalia  for  working  the  degrees  shall  become  the  property 
of  tlie  Chapter  where  the  Councils  are  located. 

y.  No  companion  who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  to  his  Coun- 
cil shall  be  permitted  to  ait  in  a  Council  until  his  dues  are  paid,  or  remitted  by  the 
Chapter  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

VI.  The  Grand  Secretary  will  publish  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
a  list  of  all  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  good  standing ;  and  after  the  books  of  the 
several  Councils  are  placed  in  his  hands,  he  will,  on  application,  certify  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  any  Chapter,  the  amount  due  from  companions,  members  of  this  Chapter  who 
have  been  suspended ;  and  when  the  dues  are  paid,  or  remitted,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Chapter  shall  immediately  notify  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  he  will  balance  the  books 
accordingly. 

YII.  Roval  Arch  Masons  from  other  jurisdictions,  who  have  not  received  the 
degrees  of  Ko^al  Master  and  Select  Master,  may,  after  becoming  affiliated,  receive 
the  degrees  without  charge.  This  rule  to  be  in  effect  one  year  from  the  date  hereof, 
and  no  longer. 

YII  I.  The  Ritual  for  these  degrees  shall  be  used  aa  adopted  by  the  Grand  Council 
of  this  jurisdiction,  and  no  changes  whatever,  except  sucn  as  are  made  permissible 
by  the  ritual  itself,  shall  be  tolerated. 

IX.  The  Monitor  of  Cryptic  Masonry,  by  Jackson  H.  Chare,  shall  be  used  In  con- 
ferring these  degrees  until  otherwise  ordered  by  competent  authority. 

Signed, 

For  Grand  Chapter,  For  Grand  Council, 

John  W.  Woodhull,  Charles  F.  G.  Collins, 

William  0.  Swain,  Charles  M.  Cottkill, 

Melvin  L.  Younos.  Chandler  P.  Chapman. 


QBAND  CHAPTER  OF  BOYLL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Office  of  Grand  High  Priest,  ) 

Green  Bay,  March  11th,  1878. ) 
To  John  W,  FbodAu?/,  Chairman  :— 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  report,  and  cordially  approve  it,  and  the 
recommendations  contained  therein,  and  direct  that  you  cause  publication  of  the  same 
to  be  made,  at  an  early  date,  for  the  information  and  goyernment  of  all  Chapters  in 
this  jurisdiction,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  at  ita  last 
Annual  Convocation. 

OLIVER  LIBBBY, 

Grand  High  Priest 
Attest : 

JOHN  W.  WOODHULL, 

Grand  Secretary, 
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GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  ROYAL  AND  SELECT  MASTERS  OP 'THE  STATE 

OF  WISCONSIN. 

Offici  op  M.\  L:  Grand  Mapter,  ) 

Bbblin,  March  11th,  1878.  f 

The  foregoing  report  is  hereby  approved  by  me.  All  Cooncils  in  this  jarisdiction 
will  immediatelj  retflrn  their  charters  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  as  soon  as  they 
can  settle  their  indebtedness,  if  any,  will  forward  their  books,  papers,  and  seals  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  safe  keeping ;  and  the  Grand  Conncil  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  in  accordance  with  its  action  at 
Its  Annual  Assembly,  Febrnary  20th,  1878,  will,  fk'om  and  after  the  date  hereof,  cease 
to  exist. 

JAMES  L.  BRIDGE, 

M.\  /.*.  Grand  MaOer. 
Attest  * 

JOHN  W..WOODHULL, 

Grand  JReeorder. 

A  memorial  from  Comp.  Thomas  F.  Fibhbb,  formerly  of  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Grand  Chapter,  but  now  of  Texas,  together  with  a  com- 
mnnication  from  Comp.  PhttjTP  G.  Tucker,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  were  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and,  on  his 
motion,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finances. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  a  memorial  from  Dixon  Chapter, 
No.  48,  relative  to  jurisdictional  boundaries  between  it  and  Woodla$id 
Chapter,  No.  46,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  named  as  such — 


Special  CommUtee 


Comp.  Leonidas  E  Pratt, 

'*      Alexander  Gordon  Abell, 
"      Edwin  Aldrich  Rodgers, 
"      Silas  Montgomery  Back, 
[       **      Adolphas  Hollab. 

The  Grand  Secretary  also  presented  a  preamble  and  resolution 
from  Temple  Chapter,  No.  41,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  Grand 
Lecturer  to  reside  in  San  Francisco ;  which,  on  motion,  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  following  question  was  presented  at  the  request  of  the  Repre- 
sentative of  Libanus  Chapter,  No.  17;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  viz. : — 

**  What  is  the  status  of  a  Chapter  member  who,  after  expnlsion  by  his  Lodge  and 
restoration  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  Master  Mason, 
(the  Chapter  of  which  be  was  a  member  taking  no  action  farther  than  to  return  snch 
member  as  excluded);  did  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  restore  the  companion  to 
membership  in  the  Chapter,  or  does  it  require  action  by  this  Grand  Chapter  to  so  re- 
instate him. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  credentials  of  Comp.  AiiKX- 
ANDSR  GuRDON  Abslii,  as  Bcpreseutative  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  of  Quebec ;  and  of  Comp.  Chaslbs 
LoTTiB  WiooiN,  as  Bepresentative  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Maryland, 
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Kentucky,  and  Vermont,  near  this  Grand  Chapter ;  and  those  compan- 
ions were  duly  received  and  accredited  as  such  Eepresentatiyes. 

On  motion  of  Gomp.  William  Thoicas  Betkoldb,  the  election  of 
Grand  Officers  was  made  the  special  order  for  two  o'clock  to-morrow 
afternoon. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  seven  and  a  half 
o'clock  this  evening. 


in  ^tmA  (S>h9,ptx. 


EVSNIKO  SXSSIOK,  \ 

[Ihiesday,  April  9th,  A.  L  2408.  / 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  seven  and  a  half  o'clock,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  presiding. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  exemplified  the  work  in  the  Mark,  Past,  and 
Most  Excellent  Master's  degrees. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


fit  (^xmA  (Si'k&ptt. 


MoBNiNa  Session,  ) 

Wednesday,  April  im,  A.  L  2408. ) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  ten  o'clock,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding. 

After  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  (the  Grand  Secretary,  Comp. 
Chablbb  Louis  Wigoin,  being  absent)  the  Grand  High  Priest 
appointed  Comp.  Gbobob  Tuttlb  Gbimes  Grand  Secretary  j>ro  tern. 

The  minutes  of  the  sessions  of  yesterday  were  then  read  and 
approved. 

Comp.  WrLiiiAH  Abbahah  Davies,  from  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, presented  the  following  reports  : — 

To  the  M,\  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  Califomia  :— 

your  Committee  on  Jarisprndence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  qaestion  proposed 
by  the  representative  of  Libana$  Chapter,  No.  17,  having  considered  the  same, 
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report :  that  a  Master  Mason  expelled  by  his  Lodge  has  become  for  all  Masonic  con- 
sideration dead.  And  as  a  man  cannot  die  in  one  locality  and  continue  his  existence 
in  another  on  this  terrestrial  body,  he  is  dead  also  in  his  Chapter,  no  matter  whether 
he  was  returned  as  excluded  or  included. 

Bestoration  by  the  Grand  Lodge  restores  him  to  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a 
Master  Mason,  but  not  to  membership  in  his  Lodge.  Can  it  restore  him  to  member- 
ship in  his  Chapter  ?  We  think  not ;  and  that  he  can  get  back  only  in  the  way  pro- 
vided for  the  newly  born^by  petition  for  alfiliation  and  ballot. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

William  A.  Daties, 
Leonidas  E  Pratt, 
Georoe  T.  Gbimes, 
Jacob  H.  Neff, 


Oom.mitJtee, 


Wliich  report  was  concurred  in. 

TolheM,;  K\  Grand  Chapter  of  CaXifonda  :— 

Tour  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  have  reviewed  the  decisions  made  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  submitted  by  him  in  his  address,  and  recommend  their  approval  by 
the  Grand  Chapter,  as  follows : — 

Ist.  His  answer  to  the  High  Priest  of  Santa  iio«a_Chapter,  defining  the  effect  of 
an  objection  to  advancement. 

2d.    That  an  amendment  to  a  code  of  by-laws  takes  effect  upon  approval. 

3d.  That  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  the  case  of  Woodland  vs.  Dixon 
Chapters,  was  not  subject  to  review  by  an  executive  officer. 

4th.  In  the  issuance  of  a  dispensation  to  Naval  Chapter  to  receive  and  act  upon 
a  petition  of  a  brother  jn  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  issuance 
of  a  dispensation  to  Sutter  Chapter;  in  the  appointment  of  companion  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  to  constitute  BumJboldt  Chapter ;  in  the  granting  of  a  dispensation  to  cer- 
tain companions  to  form  a  new  Chapter  to  be  known  as  Lakeport  Chapter,  and  in  the 
appointment  of  certain  distinguished  companions  as  our  Representatives  near  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  Vermont,  Colorado,  Mississippi,  New  Hampshire,  and  Quebec,  he 
has  exercised  the  prerogative  of  bis  office  in  accordance  with  our  laws  and  regula- 
tions, and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

William  A.  Davieb, 
Georoe  T.  Grimes, 
Jacob  H.  Neff, 
Leonidas  E  Pratt, 


Oommitiee. 


Winch  report  was  concnrred  in. 

Comp.  WniiiiAM  MoNBOE  Petbie,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Finances, 
presented  the  following  reports  : — 

To  the  M.',  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Comp.  Th.  P.  Fisher, 
late  a  member  of  Forest  Chapter,  No.  10,  in  which  he  asks  for  relief  from  said 
Chapter,  have  considered  the  papers  submitted  to  them  and  beg  leave  to  report  — 

That  Comp.  Fishbr  was  suspended  for  non-payment  of  does  by  his  Chapter ;  that 
he  was  not  at  that  time  in  a  position  in  which  he  could  have  communicated  with  his 
Chapter;  that  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  he  should  not  have  been  suspended,  owing 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  case,  he  having  applied  for  his  dlmit,  to  which  he 
was  clearly  entitled,  but  for  some  reason  it  had  not  been  granted ;  and  that  Forest 
Chapter,  No.  10,  has  since  that  time  gone  out  of  existence,  and  hence  he  has  no  relief 
from  that  source. 
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Yonr  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  Grand  Chapter  remit  all  dnea  which 
may  have  accrued  against  Comp.  Th.  F.  Fishxr,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be 
directed  to  furnish  said  companion  with  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  under  the  seal  of 
the  Grand  Chapter. 


Ail  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 


William  M.  Petbib, 
Frank  D.  Mrad, 
John  C.  Paktkidor, 
Andrew  H.  Brodeb, 
Samuel  G.  Foy, 


Committee* 


Which  report  was  concurred  in. 


To  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  ;— 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  to  Subdivision  2,  Sec- 
tion 2,  Article  VIII,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  offered  by  Past  Grand 
fligh  Priest  William  A.  Dayies,  have  considered  the  matter  and  beg  leave  to 
report — 

That  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  folly 
warrants  the  adoption  of  said  amendment. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


William  M.  Petrib, 
Frank  D.  Mead, 
John  C.  Partridge, 
Andrew  H.  Broder, 
Samuel  C.  Foy, 


Committee. 


Which  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  proposed  amendment  was 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

Comp.  William  Thompson  Luthbb,  from_the  Committee  on  Char- 
ters, presented  the  following  report : —  • 

To  the  M.'.  E,\  Ghrand  Chapter  qf  Cdlifomia  .-— 

Your  Committee  on  new  Chapters,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest's  Address  relative  to  the  issuing  of  a  dispensation  to  Lakeport 
Chapter  in  Lake  County,  find  that  there  have  been  no  books  or  papers  returned ;  but, 
having  full  confidence  in  the  action  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  we  recommend  the 
continuance  of  the  dispensation. 


All  which  is  repectfnlly  submitted  by 


William  T.  Luther, 
Adoniram  J.  LOOMIB, 
Frank  W.  Cubhinq, 
Jesse  C.  Reed, 
Reuben  Leach, 


Committee. 


Which  report' was  concurred  in. 


On  motion  of  Comp.  Nathak  Wkbtok  Spaulding,  a  committee  of 
one  was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  procure  regalia  and  jewels  for  the 
Grand  Lecturer  and  Grand  Organist. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Comp  Geobgb  Tuttlb  Grimes 
bS  such  committee. 

Comp.  AiiEXANDEB  GuBDOK  Abbll,  from  the  special  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  Address 
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relative  to  the  decease  of  Companions  John  Doye,  of  Yirginia,  and 
Geobob  Frank  GouiiEY,  of  Missonri,  presented  the  following  report : — 

To  the  M,\  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  Oaiifomia  :— 

Yowr  committee,  to  whom  vas  referred  that  portion  of  the  AddreM  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  whioh  calls  to  our  attention  the  decease  of  two  greatly  distinguished 
Masons,  believe  that  they  can  best  present  to  you  snch  notice  as  is  deserved  by  the 
honored  dead,  by  extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  those  Grand  Bodies  to  which 
their  services  had  been  given  and  by  which  they  were  held  in  sach  affectionate 
respect  and  esteem  as  is  seldom  accorded  to  any  of  our  brethren. 

On  the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  1876,  died  Comp.  John  Dove,  of  Virginia,  in 
his  eighty-fifth  year.  He  had  been  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that 
State  during  a  period  of  fifty-eight  years.  Grand  Secretary  of  its  Grand  Lodge  forty- 
one  years,  and  Grand  Recorder  of  iU  Grand  Commandery  thirty-one  years ;  thus 
having  spent  more  years  of  service  in  active  Masonic  duty  than  had  ever  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  man  in  all  the  world. 

At  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Yirginia,  commenced  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  December,  1876,  the  Grand  Chaplain,  at  the  request  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  delivered  a  memorial  address,  concerning  the  decease  of  several  Grand 
Officers,  from  which  your  committee  extract  the  following  relative  to  the  venerable 
and  time-honored  companion  whose  name  has  above  been  given : — 

Our  venerable  Grand  Secretary,  who  had  long  passed  his  four  score  years  of  pil- 
grimage, and  had  come  nearly  to  his  three  score  years  of  continued  service  in  this 
Grand  Chapter,  the  faithful  receiver,  the  accurate  recorder,  the  neat  scribe,  the 
orderlv  worxman,  the  punctual  officer,  the  embodiment  of  Masonic  law  and  usage,  tiie 
only  living  actor  in  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  reliable  Mason,  the 
inborn  gentleman— Eminent  Companion  John  Dovs — ripe  in  years,  in  honor,  in 
experience,  in  service,  and  equallv  so,  we  trust,  in  piety,  fell— fell  on  the  sixteenth  of 
November,  as  falls  the  mighty  oak  of  the  ancient  forest,  having  withstood  the  blight- 
ing storms  of  many  winters,  ever  towering  in  majesty  above  his  fellows,  and  in  its 
fall  making  the  earth  to  tremble  with  tne  shock.  The  fall  of  one  so  learned  in 
Masonic  lore,  so  trc^  to  his  post,  and  so  faithful  therein,  not  once  absent  during  the 
fifty-eight  years  of  service,  with  books  present  and  ready  and  papers  all  filed,  could 
not  but  make  our  whole  jurisdiction  and  every  member  thereof  feel  its  force.  His 
fame  was  far  beyond.  Not  only  America,  but  £urope  knew  and  honored  him.  To 
him  Masonry  in  Virginia  looked  as  a  foster  fatben  To  him  is  the  Lodge  greatly  in- 
debted for  the  beautiful  delineation  of  the  emblems  and  explanation  of  the  Cross 
Ohart,  which  was  digested,  if  not  planned,  in  this  city.  And  when,  from  the  evil  of 
putting  unqualified  men  in  office,  the  work  of  the  whole  country  bad  become  confused 
and  failed  to  speak  in  proper  accents,  Comp.  Dove  was  selected  by  the  Grand  Lod^^e 
as  a  Grand  Lecturer,  to  meet  similar  officers  ft'om  other  Grand  Lodges,  in  1842,  m 
Baltimore,^to  dig  away  the  rubbish  and  to  bring  to  light  the  true  Masonic  work,  he 
attended,  and  was  there  honored  by  an  election  as  the  President  of  the  Convention 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committed  on  the  Trestle-Board.  The  true  work  was  brought 
out,  and  brought  home  and  disseminated  by  Comp.  Dotk,  and  is  the  foundation  of  the 
beautiful  system  which  we  now  have  in  proximate  purity,  and  which  was  made  per- 
manent, by  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  his  Masonic  Text- Book. 

And  he  was  the  one  who,  when  the  feeble  beginning  of  a  Grand  Chapter  whioh  had 
been  made  at  Norfolk,  was  moved  to  Richmond,  took  hold  of  the  work  in  earnest  and 
aided  in  giving  it  its  proper  shape.  The  ritual  was  exceedingly  defective,  but  by  the 
aid  of  CusHMAN  he  was  enabled  so  to  present  the  true  work  before  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter that  it  was  soon  freed  from  its  Scottish-rite  proclivities,and  began  that  onward  course 
which  has  been  developed  in  its  present  beautiful  proportions.  To  Comp.  Dove  we 
are  also  iodebted  for  tbe  detection  and  exposure  of  the  fraud  which  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  Grand  Councils  and  separated  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  from  its  proper  antece- 
dents. And  he  made  the  true  work  permanent  by  embodying  all  that  should  be 
written  in  his  Royal  Arch  Text-Book. 

There  was  ever  about  the  pergonal  appearance  of  Comp.  Dote  something  that 
made  him  an  object  of  notice.  We  will  never  forget  when,  in  1838,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  Chapter  No.  10,  we  visited  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  for  the  first  time  saw 
him  as  the  Grand  Secretary.  Scrupulously  neat  and  tidy,  with  the  ruffled  shirt  besom 
and  sleeves,  we  looked  upon  him  as  the  representative  of  the  polished  manners  of  the 
ao^e  then  almost  passed  away,  and  felt  that  he  only  wanted  the  periwig  and  buckles  to 
make  us  feel  that  there  sat  before  us  one  of  the  old  Virginia-educated  gentlemen  of 
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one  hundred  years  before.  He  rose  in  favor  as  he  became  known,  and  when,  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  November,  he  closed  hie  earthly  joarney  and  laid  aside  the  garments 
of  mortality,  we  felt  that  a  mighty  spirit  in  oar  Order  had  gone,  that  a  bright  star  in 
oar  firmament  of  Masonry  had  ceased  its  shining,  and  that  one  of  the  bright  jewels  of 
her  diadem  had  been  plucked. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  commenced  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  December,  1876,  the  Grand  Master  gave  utterance  to  the  follow- 
ing in  his  address : — 

The  oldest  among  us  is  not  old  enough  in  Masonry  to  recall  the  period  when  any 
other  than  one  honored  form  occupied  the  chair  of  Grand  Becretary.  No  Past 
Grand  Master  lives  among  u$i  who  was  proclaimed  as  Grand  Master,  upon  the  occa- 
sion of  his  election,  by  other  than  one  Grand  {Secretary ;  no  neophyte  for  fifty  years, 
but  who,  upon  his  admission  to  our  institution,  looked  upon  the  author  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Text-book  as  the  embodiment  of  all  that  could  be  known  or  taught  in  Masonry ; 
and  none  who,  when  they  have  in  time  become  the  sages  and  teachers  of  the  Crtii, 
but  have  recognized,  not  only  the  lore  and  learning  which  distinguished  him,  but 
that  through  a  life  far  exceeding  that  of  most  men,  he  had  daily  illustrated  and 
exemplified  the  beautiful  tenets  and  teachings  of  our  profession.  The  intelligence  of 
the  death  of  the  oldest  Grand  Secretary  in  the  world  will  be  received  throughout  the 
confines  of  Masonry  with  profound  sensation,  and  I  am  pleased  to  inform  yon 
that  already  I  have  received  from  the  highest  authorities  of  other  jurisdictions,  the 
assurances  of  condolence  and  sympathy. 

At  the  same  Oommunication  the  following  report  was  presented  by  a  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a 
memorial-paper : — 

Your  committee  are  charged  with  a  difficult  and  delicate  task  in  attempting  to 
firame  a  minute  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  can  accept  and  adopt  as  an 
appropriate  memorial  of  their  late  venerated  Grand  secretary,  Dr.  John  Dove. 
When  a  stricken  household  gathers  round  the  open  grave  of  its  newly  dead,  silence, 
broken  only  by  the  convulsive  sob,  is  the  natural  and  significant  expression  of  grief, 
and  the  wounded  heart  realizes  the  inadequacv  of  human  language  to  express  the 
depth  and  extent  of  its  feeling.  It  is  so  with  us.  When,  at  the  opening  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  for  the  first  time  in  these  many  years,  the  familiar  form  and  features 
of  Bro.  DovB  were  missed  from  his  accustomed  post,  every  brother  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  attend  our  Communications  realized  the  void  in  our  circle  which  the 
Angel  of  Death  had  created.  The  eloquent  and  touching  tribute  paid  by  our  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  in  his  opening  address,  struck  a  responsive  chord  in 
breasts  which  will  ever  cherish  "  the  nousehold  name  of  him  whom  God  hath  taken  " 
among  those  hallowed  memories  of  the  past,  which,  **  pleasant  and  mournful  to  the 
soul,"  accompany  us  always  along  the  pathway  of  life. 

Our  venerated  brother  was  born  in  this  city  on  the  2d  September,  1792,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  probably  the  oldest  male  native  resident.  From  his  early  man- 
hood he  had  always  occupied  aHX)nBpicuous  social  and  professional  position,  and  few 
men  ever  commanded  to  a  greater  extent,  through  a  long  and  useml  life,  the  confi- 
dence and  affectionate  esteem  of  all  his  fellow  citizens.  In  the  midst  of  the  exacting 
duties  of  a  large  professional  pnctioe,  and  his  official  engagements  in  connection 
with  thi»  and  other  Masonic  b<Klies,  he  was  not  unfrequently  summoned  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens to  the  performance  of  public  duties  in  connection  with  the  municipal 
government,  and  for  many  years  presided  over  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  with 
eminent  acceptability  and  public  usefulness. 

In  the  first  year  of  his  manhood  he  became  a  Mason,  and  his  after  life  was  always 
identified  with  this  institution  of  ours.  His  motlier  Lodge  earlv  appreciated  his 
eminent  abilities,  and  made  available,  in  every  position  of  honorable  trust,  his  capa- 
bilities for  useful  service,  fle  took  his  seat  in  this  Grand  Lodge  as  the  representa- 
tive of  Lodge  No.  86,  at  the  Annual  Communication  of  1816,  and  the  minutes  of  this 
body  record  his  presence  at  every  Communication  until  the  day  of  his  death.  In 
1818  he  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  In  1822  he  was  appointed 
as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  subsequently  filled  the  positions  of  Grand 
Junior  Deacon,  Grand  Senior  Deacon,  and  Grand  Junior  Warden.  His  advanoemen 
to  tbe  Grand  East  was  arrested  by  his  summons  to  the  duties  of  that  honorable  sta- 
tion in  which  he  won  his  highest  laurels,  and  exerted  his  widest  influence.  In  183 . 
he  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of  this  Body,  and  forty-one  sucoesMive  re-elections,  in 
each  of  which  the  ballot  was  but  mere  matter  of  form,  attest  the  value  which  thin 
body  attached  to  his  services,  and  the  implicit  confidence  with  which  tiie  Craft  looked 
to  him  for  guidance  and  instruction. 

In  May,  1843,  he  presided  over  a  Convention  of  Grand  Lecturers,  held  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  for  the  purpose  of  consultation  and  mutual  inslxuction,  so  as  to  secure 
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aniformily  and  accnracy  in  the  work.  At  the  ensuing  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
he  wastequested,  by  formal  resolution,  to  prepare  and  submit  a  report  embodying  the 
designs  laid  down  by  that  Convention.  In  obedience  to  this  request,  he  prepared  and 
submitted  the  Text-Book,  which,  after  reference  to  a  committee  of  eminent  orethren, 
was  approved  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  ordered  to  be  published.  This 
Taluabfe  work,  the  vade-niecutn  of  every  Virginia  Mason,  has  made  the  name  of 
John  Dove  familiar  in  everv  Masonic  household  throughout  the  Union. 

Words  of  eulogy  arouna  the  grave  ot  the  distinguished  dead,  coming  from  the 
lips  of  those  who  reposed  upon  him  in  life,  as  the  stay  of  the  household,  savor  of 
heartlessness.  Your  committee  feel  this  embarrassment.  The  brief  recital  of  the 
confidence  bestowed  by  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  upon  oar  venerated  brother 
la  youtii  and  manhood,  and  emphasized  with  every  year  of  experience  and  observa- 
tion for  a  half  century  of  time,  abundant! v  suffices.  The  record  speaks  for  itself. 
The  intelligent  confidence  recorded  tiirougn  these  many  years  upon  the  living,  is  a 
more  eloquent  eulogy  of  the  dead  than  human  lips  can  frame.  He  died  as  he  lived, 
in  the  full  possession  of  the  affectionate  veneration  and  confidence  of  the  entire 
community  m  which  he  was  born  and  had  lived  for  more  than  four  score  years,  and 
of  the  Masonic  Brotherhood  tlirougliout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  With  the  retro- 
spect of  a  long  and  well  spent  life  and  the  prospect  of  a  blissful  immortality,  through 
the  atoning  merits  of  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  to  whom,  in  the  agony  of 
death,  he  commended  his  spirit,  he  passed  from  time  to  eternity  in  the  early  hours 
of  November  i()th,  1876. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  1877,  the  genial,  brilliant^  scholarly,  energetic,  well- 
beloved,  and  well-known  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  JElecorder  of  the  Masonic  Grand 
Bodies  of  Missoari,  Comp.  George  Frank  Goulby,  lost  his  life  at,the  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  Southern  Hotel  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis.  As  iu  the  case  of  Comp.  Dovs* 
your  committee  propose  that  those' nearest  and  dearest  to  him  shall  present  his 
history  and  his  eulogy. 

At  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri,  held  on  the  fourth 
day  of  October,  1877,  it  was  ordered  that  the  memorial  relative  to  the  life,  services, 
and  death  of  Comp.  Gouley,  which  wks  in  preparation  for  presentation  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  State,  be  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  and  be  published  with  its 
proceedings.  From  those  memorial  services,  and  from  other  transactions  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  Annual  Communication  commenced  on  the  ninth  day  of  October, 
1677,  your  committee  present,  first,  an  extract  from  the  opening  address  of  Grand 
Master  Rtland  :— 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  of  April,  1877,  our  Brother,  George  Frank  Goulet, 
perished  in  the  destruction  by  fire  ot  the  Southern  Hotel,  in  the  city  of  8u  Louis.  No 
event  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge  has  ever  caused  such  universal  sorrow  as 
that  which  followed  the  announcement  of  the  horrible  death  of  this  distinguished 
Mason.  George  Frank  Gouley  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  on  the  15th  day 
of  February,  1832.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Washington  City,  and  fron\  thence, 
removing  west,  he  finally  located  in  St.  Louis.  I^  first  connection  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  as  assistant  tu  Grand  Secretary  Anthony  O'Suluyan,  whom  he  succeeded 
in  office,  in  1866.  The  Masons  of  Missouri,  in  appreciation  of  his  real  worth  and 
merit,  continued  him  in  this  office  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Sensible  of  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  brethren,  he  labored  most  arduously  to  advance  the  interests  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  win  for  her  a  commanding  position  in  the  Masonic  world. 
The  reputation  and  character  now  by  it  sustained  attest  well  the  result  of  his  personal 
labors.  While  thus  unselfishly  working  for  the  glory  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  he 
never  forgot  the  universality  of  Masonry,  and  unconsciouslv  was  making  lor  himself 
a  name  that  will  be  remembered  so  long  as  mortals  have  need  of  brotherly  love,  relief, 
and  truth.  The  presentiment  of  a  sudden  and  unexpected  death  called  forth  ^e  finer 
sensibilities  of  his  nature,  and  gave  him  no  time  to  brood  over  or  cherish  animositieB. 
He  was  constantly  guarded  in  his  actions,  for  fear  that  offense  might  be  taken  when 
it  was  not  intended,  and  of  the  want  of  opportunity  to  correct  such  faUe  impreaaioa. 
A  voice  seemed  to  whisper  to  him, 

**  While  others  set,  thy  sun  shall  fall, 
Night  without  eve  shall  close  on  thee ; 
And  He  who  made,  with  sudden  call 
bhall  bid,  and  thou  shalt  cease  to  be." 
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The  night  came,  and  no  eye  has  ;ret  followed  it.  His  work  was  done.  For  the 
benefit  of  those  who  d^onld  succeed  him,  he  had  carefully  arranged  the  tabular  state- 
ments published  in  the  proceedings  of  1876.  The  last  important  work  intrusted  to 
him  was  finished,  happily  for  us,  under  his  care  and  saperrision,  and  the  history  of 
this  body  stuids  fortn  completed  in  the  reprint  of  its  early  proceedings.  The  hand 
that  gave  order  and  harmony  to  our  work  for  so  many  years,  and  that  never  was 
empty  in  answer  to  the  call  of  charity,  is  motionless  in  death.  Our  column  of  beauty 
has  fallen,  and,  weeping,  we  cannot  replace  it. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  Communication  a  committee  of  Past  Grand  Masters,  which 
had  previously  been  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master,  presented  a  memorial  report 
from  which  the  following  is  given  :— 

Bro.  George  Fbank  Goulby  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  capacity  and  attain- 
ment. He  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  February  15, 1832,  and  was  forty-five 
J  ears  of  age.  He  received  a  good  academic  ^education,  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
AMES  A.  Bayard,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Soon  after  he  went  to  Washington 
and  filled  a  position  in  the  land  department,  Arom  1858  to  1860.  He  was  for  a  time 
private  Secretary  to  Stsfhen  A.  Douglas,  (who  was  a  Mason),  and  became  well 
acquainted  with  the  public  men  of  the  country  and  national  politics.  About  1861  he 
came  West,  and  wa^  a  short  time  in  ^Nebraska  on  business  connected  with  public 
lands.  Betarning  thence  to  St.  Louis  ho  engaged  in  the  commisaion  business  for  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  entered  the  service  of  Messrs.  Bbrthold,  Smith  &  Co.,  as 
book-keeper. 

Bro.  GouLEY  was  a  very  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and 
through  his  zeal  and  activity  as  a  Mason  a  new  career  soon  opened  to  him  in  St.  Louis. 
He  was  made  a  Mason  during  his  residence  in  Washington.  Soon  after  settling  in  St. 
Louis  he  became  a  member  of  MisAOuri  Lodge,  No.  1,  St.  Louis  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
No.  8,  and  St,  Louis  Commandery,  No.  1,  of  Knights  Templar.  In  1864  he  became  the 
assistant  of  Bro.  Anthony  O'Sullivan,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Masonic  Bodies 
of  Missouri ;  and  immediately  after  Bro.  O'Sullivan's  death,  in  1866,  Bro.  Gouley 
was  chosen  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  Missouri,  to  which  position  "he  has  been  annually  elected  ever  Hince.  He  also  suc- 
ceeded to  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Recorder  of  all  the  other  Masonic 
bodies  of  the  York  Rite,  and  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  various  Committees  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  year  after  year,  for  eleven  successive  years.  Bro.  Goulby 
was  Past  Master  of  his  Lodge,  Past  Commander  of  his  Commanaery,  and  also  a  Past 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Missouri.  He 
filled  all  of  his  Masonic  offices  with  marked  ability  and  honor,  and  performed  all  his 
Masonic  duties  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  He  was  an  acknowledged  power  in  the 
Masonic  Fraternity  of  Missouri,  and  won  a  national  reputation  as  a  Masonic  writer. 
For  several  years  he  edited  and  published  in  St.  Louis  The  Freemason,  a  Maaonic 
Journal,  which  gained  a  wide  circulation  and  influence  among  the  Craft.  This  Maga- 
zine was  recently  merged  into  the  Voice  of  Masom'y^  of  which  Bro.  Goulby  became  a 
regular  contributor.  Last  fall  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  illness,  and  for  a  long  time  his 
life  hung  in  the  balance,  but  he  had  fully  recovered  from  this,  and  was  again  enjoying 
robust  health.  Bro.  Gouley  had  a  very  original  and  active  mind — was  a  master  of 
Masonic  law,  a  fluent  speaker,  and  a  strong  writer.  He  was  of  an  essentiiilly  chari- 
table nature,  and  no  appeal  for  aid  was  ever  made  to  him  in  vain.  Figuratively 
speaking,  his  heart  was  bisger  than  his  body.  Bro.  Frank  Gouley  was  in  the  prime 
of  life  and  usefulness,  and  his  tragic  death  will  be  widely  mourned  by  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  throughout  the  land. 

This  name  is  among  the  most  familiar  in  Masonic  records  dnring  the  last  ten  years. 
In  its  very  characters  tfiere  is  a  kind  of  sunshine,  typical  of  the  man  who  bore  it.  It 
is  a  trinity  of  good  fellowship,  standing  for  a  strong  social,  mental,  charitable  person- 
ality. Gborgb  Frank  Goulby  is  dead ;  but  what  beautiful  fadeless  memories  cling  to 
his  name  like  garlands  of  evergreen,  and  how  many  good,  brave  deeds  stand  to  ita 
credit  in  the  pages  of  his  life  and  labors ! 

The  newspapers  have  given  the  details  of  his  death  and  burial,  and  these  have 
gone  to  the  remotest  confines  of  civilization  ;  but  there  is  still  an  intimate  heart-his- 
tory to  be  written  to  satisfy  the  hunger  of  long-time  friends,  who  knew,  admired,  and 
loved  the  man.  His  friends  called  him  Frank,  and  this  familiar,  brotherly  name  was 
also  the  key  of  his  character.  Transparent  frankness  was  the  touchstone  of  his 
nature,  which  invited  intimacy  and  encouraged  free  interchange  of  thought  between 
himself  and  all  who  approached  him  as  friends.  He  revealed  himsoif  at  once,  and 
fully,  and  his  hearty,  honest  words  paved  the  way  to  safe  companionship  and  com- 
munication. 

Frank  Goulby^s  face  was  the  reflex  of  his  soul.  It  radiated  sunlight  and  iUnmi- 
nated  the  whole  cirpte  of  his  presence  with  a  most  charming  cheerfulness.  It  was 
never  shaded  with  a  sombre  cloud,  and  always  shown  with  its  richest  lustre  where 
such  influences  were  needed  to  light  the  depths  of  sorrow  and  distress.    At  the  sick 
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bed,  in  the  chamber  of  death,  hii  air  vas  tenderly  eympafhetic,  while  his  preaenoe 
was  a  beacon  light  in  the  gloom.  And  yet,  sunny  as  it  shone,  his  whole  countenance 
was  a  type  of  decision  and  firmness.  While  it  was  beaming  tenderness,  it  was 
pictured  power.  While  it  was  a  dial  of  g[ood  humor  at  all  points  of  the  compass,  the 
index  of  an  iron  will  was  fixed,  and  pointed  as  inflexibly  to  the  integrity  of  prin- 
ciple as  the  needle  points  to  the  North  Star.  Such  qualities  of  heart  and  brain  con- 
stituted a  many-sided  character,  and  a  unit  of  commanding  personality. 

George  Frank  Gouley  was  a  safe  counselor  and  a  true  mend.  In  his  heart, /Haid- 
ahip  was  the  crystallization  of  all  the  moral  virtues,  and  he  wore  it  as  a  priceless 
jewel.  He  unconsciously  gave  the  impression  that  each  of  his  chosen  companions 
was  his  most  intimate  friend,  and  this  was  strictly  true,  for  his  open  nature  concealed 
no  secrets  from  any  of  them.  They  all  knew  him  in  the  same  way  and  in  the  same 
degree.  They  read  the  open  book  of  his  life,  thought  by  thought,  act  by  act,  page 
by  page.  It  was  manly,  clear,  and  consistent,  and  no  passage  is  left  to  be  explained 
by  any  commentator.  It  is  compact  of  earnest,  effective,  soUd  work,  re  corded  in  the 
annals  of  many  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Masonic  Brotherhood.  His  own  work  is  his  own 
monument,  and  nothing  that  any  friend  can  write  can  add  to  it  a  single  needed 
embellishment.   The  best  that  can  be  done  is  to  point  out  its  harmonious  proportions. 

Georqb  Frank  Goulst  had  ambition.  It  was  to  be  instrumental  in  aoing  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number.  In  him  this  quality  had  no  trace  of  selfishness, 
exoept  the  gratification  of  self-approval.  He  had  the  mental  force  and  the  culture  to 
recommend  him  to  positions  which  offered  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  dearest 
aspirations.  He  held  many  responsible  Masonic  offices,  which  sought  him,  and  which 
he  filled  with  honor.  He  was  finally  installed  Grand  Secretary  or  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Missouri,  and  took  the  corresponding  position  in  all  the  other  Masonic  Grand 
Bodies ;  and  the  records  of  these  for  ten  years  are  the  evidences  of  his  character  and 
standing  in  his  Masonic  home.  His  work  in  the  department  of  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence gave  him  and  the  Grand  Bodies  a  national  reputation,  of  which  Misaouri  Masons 
are  proud. 

The  Secretary  was  a  man  of  broad  views.  Tied  to  no  creed,  he  respected  all.  He 
had  a  truly  catholic  mind.  He  recognized  the  universal  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the 
universal  brotherhood  of  man.  He  was  at  the  same  time  speculative  and  practical. 
His  dream  was  of  human  progress  and  the  final  emancipation  of  man  ft'om  error.  His 
work-days  in  the  search  for  truth,  and  the  recognition  of  its  majesty,  employed  his 
tongue  and  pen.  In  him  the  Masonic  fraternity  lost  one  of  its  most  enlightened  mem- 
bers, one  of  its  strongest  pillars,  and  one  of  its  most  zealous  workers.  The  Masons  of 
Missouri  feel  that  they  have  been  instructed  by  his  wisdom,  supported  by  his  strength, 
and  embellished  by  tne  beauty  of  his  work.  The  principles  or  Freemasonry  had  so 
thoroughly  permeated  his  mind,  and  heart,  and  being,  tnat  charity  was  the  essential 

{ product  of  uis  nature.  He  did  nothing  from  a  cold  sense  of  duty— everything  for 
ove.  His  heart  was  in  all  his  work,  and  he  did  it  well.  Charity  was  the  lever  by 
which  he  raised  a  crushing  weight  from  many  a  spirit  which  lives  to  mourn  his  loss. 
He  gave  of  his  means,  to  the  very  extent  of  his  ability,  to  exercise  the  divinest  attri- 
bute of  his  nature.  In  his  death,  the  poor  lost  a  friend :  humanity,  an  ornament ;  the 
community  which  he  adorned,  a  valuable  citizen ;  his  personal  firiends,  a  golden 
heart ;  and  the  Fraternity  of  Freemasons,  an  example  of  the  best  fruits  of  the  great 
Masonic  Brotherhood. 

Georob  Frank  Goui«et  treated  the  natural  change  of  death  in  a  philosophical 
spirit,  and  he  often  conversed  cheerfully  with  his  friends  of  his  own  life's  end. 
While  contemplating  the  dark  shadow  which  must  finally  envelop  all,  he  was  radiant 
with  his  own  essential  sunshine.  Death  had  no  terrors  for  him,  but  a  long,  helpless 
illness  had,  and  he  hoped  he  would  be  spared  such  an  ordeal.  He  wanted  his  change 
to  be  sudden,  and  he  had  an  abiding  premonition  that  it  would  be.  So  it  came. 
He  leaped  the  bounds  of  time  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health,  and  solved  the 
enigma  of  eternity  in  an  instant.  His  manhood  was  at  once  in  its  bloom,  and  fruit, 
and  prime.  There  were  many  years  of  valuable  work  in  him,  and  we  compute  these 
years,  and  the  associations  they  would  have  yielded,  in  our  loss.  **  Frank  "  is  gone, 
but  his  life-work  and  memory  will  live  with  us,  crowned  with  his  own  perpetual  sun- 
shine. It  was  his  often  expressed  desire  that  his  friends  should  remember  him,  not 
mourn  for  him  ;  but  how  can  human  nature,  brought  to  the  test,  practice  such  cool 
and  pore  philosophy.  Thousands  of  his  brethren,  who  came  annually  to  St.  Louis, 
and  sought  the  cordial  grasp  of  his  hand  first,  will  come  again  and  look  for  him  in 
his  accustomed  place  in  vain.  They  will  feel  an  aching  sense  of  desolation  that  Prank 
Gouley  is  not  of  the  living  world.  No  other  hand-clasp  can  ever  replace  his.  No 
other  smile  can  ever  light  up  a  mutual  friendship  like  his.  No  other  tongue  can  ever 
utter  the  cheery  music  of  his  voice.    He  is  sunshine  in  memory  alone. 

The  foregoing  presents  but  a  small  portion  of  the  many  tributes  paid  to  the 
memory  of  these  two  illustrious  Masons ;  and,  had  our  allotted  space  permitted,  all 
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Bhoold  have  appeared,  as,  for  faithful  service  given,  it  is  impossible  that  too  fall  recog- 
nition should  be  rendered  by  those  who  have  been  benefited  by  snch  service ;  and  that 
we  all  have  been.  Though  these  companions  held  Masonic  office  only  in  their  respec- 
tive States,  their  nsefolness  extended  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land. 
What  Mason,  who  reads,  had  not  known,  daring  some  forty  years  past,  of  the  wise 
and  venerated  sage  of  Virginia  ?  What  Mason,  who  knows  or  cares  for  the  scholar- 
ship of  Freemasonry,  had  not  read  or  heard  of  the  brilliant  meteor  of  Missoori,  which, 
all  too  soon,  went  into  the  enter  darkness  ?  Their  names  are  Masonic  household  words, 
and  to  all  the  Masonic  world  do  they  belong.  The  writer,  or  rather  the  compiler,  of 
this  report,  in  another  capacity,  had  held  long  and  pleasant  official  intercourse  with 
the  two  brethren  who  are  gone — with  the  one  during  the  last  twenty-two  years  of  his 
life — with  the  other  during  the  entire  period,  alas,  too  short!  of  his  occupancy  of 
Masonic  office, — and  great  would  be  his  happiness  could  he  add  another  laurel  to  the 
crown  with  which,  by  those  who  knew  them  best,  their  memories  have  been  bedecked. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Albx.  G.  Abbll, 

John  M.  Browne,       V  OommUtee. 

Lbonidab  E.  Pa4TT. 


ITT,    ) 

Which  report  was  concnrred  in. 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  until  one  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 


fn  (^mnA  (SfrntrtieY* 


Aptebkoon  Sbssion,  ) 

Wednesday,  AprU  10th,  A.  I.  2408.  j 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  on  at  one  o'clock,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding. 

Comp.  SAMUsii  Gbaybs  offered  the  following  resolntions  : — 

Beaolvedt  That  it  is  not  only  the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  Chapters  to  make 
faithful  recced  of  all  moneys  received  by  them,  but  also  to  read  such  records  at  each 
stated  meeting  of  the  Chapter,  together  with  the  names  of  the  companions  from 
whom,  and  the  purposes  for  which,  the  monejrs  were  received,  and  to  state  also 
whether  such  funds  had  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer. 

Beaolvedt  That  the  several  High  Priests  of  this  jurisdiction  are  hereby  required  to 
enforce  the  regular  performance  of  the  duties  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Which  resolntionB  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jorispm- 
denoe. 

Comp.  WhiIiiam  Bbadfobd  proposed  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Constitution : — 

Amend  Sec.  1,  Article  VII,  by  striking  out  in  the  third  line  of  said  section  the 
words  "  on  finances,"  and  insert  the  same  in  the  fourth  line  afker  the  words  **  on 
Jurisprudence,*'  and  in  the  fifth  line  change  the  word  "  two  "  to  "  three,"  so  that  the 
section  shall  read  as  follows :— 
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Seotiok  1.  The  following  regular  committees,  to  consiBt  of  not  less  than  three  nor 
more  than  five  members  each,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  at  each 
Annual  Convocation,  viz. :  On  Credentials,  on  Grievances,'  on  new  Chapters,  on 
Betnms,  on  By-Laws,  on  Jurisprudence,  on  Finances,  and  on  Correspondence.  The 
three  last  named  shall  be  standing  committees,  and  shall  serve  during  the  year. 
Also  to  add  to  said  Article  YII  a  new  section,  to  be  known  as  Section  3,  to  wit: — 
Section  8.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  meet  at  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary on  the  day  preceding  the  annual  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  examine  the 
books,  papers,  and  accounts  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and 
report  the  result  thereof  to  the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  in  each 
year. 

Wliich  proposed  amendments  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Jnrispmdence  ;  and  that  committee,  haying  considered  the  same,  re- 
ported them  back  with  the  recommendation  that  they  be  adopted. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  on  motion  the  foregoing 
amendments  were  nnanimonslj  adopted. 

Comp.  WniiiiAH  Abraham  Dayies,  from  the  Committee  on  Jnris- 
pmdence, presented  the  following  reports : — 

To  the  M.\  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  California  :— 

The  undersigned,  members  and  a  majority  of  your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
have  considered  the  propose  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Chapter, 
having  for  its  object  the  reduction  of  the  dues  of  subordinate  Chapters  from  one  dol- 
lar for  each  Royal  Arch  Mason  borne  upon  its  roll  to  the  sum  of  fifty  cents.  Your 
Committee  on  Finances  have  endorsed  the  practicab  ility  of  the  proposition,  and  cer- 
tified  to  yon  in  their  report  the  sufficiency  of  the  proposed  tax  to  meet  the  estimated 
expenses  of  this  Grand  Body  for  the  ensuing  year.  We  believe  fully  in  the  policy  of 
reducing  the  burdens  imposed  upon  our  subordinates  whenever  and  wherever 
possible. 

In  our  opinion  this  body  is  formed  purely  for  legislative  purposes,  and  has  no  need 
of,  nor  should  it  levy,  a  tax  upon  its  constituents  for  the  accumulation  of  funds ;  for 
although  it  has  the  power,  we  doubt  the  wisdom  of  exercising  that  power.  We  are 
undergoing  a  period  of  severe  business  depression.  We  are  now  suffering  the  penal, 
ties  of  the  results  of  internecine  conflict  and  civil  war,  with  its  legitimate  bad  effects 
upon  our  moneyed  systemj  the  demoralization  of  values  incident  to  attempts  of  our 
legislators  to  resume  payment  in  coin.  The  situation  demands  the  practice  of  the 
most  rigid  economy  in  the  expenditures  of  associations,  as  well  as  in  tfie  affairs  of 
private  life ;  and  we  believe  the  practice  should  commence  with  us  right  here  to-day. 
We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment. 
All  which  is  respectfoUy  submitted. 

William  A.  Dayies,    ] 

Jacob  H.  Netf,  V  Committee. 

Gborob  T.  Gbimes,      ) 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and,  on  motion  of  Comp.  Wilbt 
James  Tinnin,  the  proposed  amendment  was  nnanimously  adopted. 

Tb  (he  M,\  E,\  Grand  Chapter  of  Oalifomia  :^ 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  have  considered  the  proposed  amendment  of 
Comp.  Bbadfobd,  to  amend  Section  6  of  Article  YII,  by  striking  out  "fifty'*  and 
inserting  "  twenty-five."  The  effect  of  this  amendment  would  be  to  permit  Chapters 
to  confer  the  degrees  for  a  sum  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars.  To  this  proposed 
amendment  we  are  unanimously  opposed.    We  would  reduce  the  burdens  imposed 


1878.]  GRAND  CHAPTER  OP  CALEPORNIA.  493 

upon  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  all  cases  consistent  with  our  demands  as  an  organisation; 
but  we  would  not  attempt  to  rival  the  many  associations  of  good'fellows  existing  in 
oar  day  and  generation,  by  cheapening  Masonry.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the 
amendment  be  not  adopted. 


All  which  is  respectfallfy  sabmitted  by 


William  A.  Dayies, 
George  T.  Grikes, 
Jacob  H.  Neff, 
William  T.  Rbtmolds, 


CommiUee, 


Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Gomp.  Edwin  AijDBioh  Bodgebs,  from  the  special  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Dixon  Chapter,  No.  48,  presented 
the  following  report : — 

Tathe  M.\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  Oalifomia ;— 

Toar  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Dixon  Chapter,  No.  48, 
relative  to  the  boundary  line  between  Ifixon  Chapter, "So.  48,  and  TToocUand  Chapter, 
No.  46,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  respectfully  report  as  follows : — 

That  in  1874,  eighteen  or  nineteen  companions  residing  near  Dixon, — some  in  the 

jurisdiction  of  Solano,  Chapter.  No.  43,  and  some  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Woodland 

Chapter,  No.  46,— desired  to  form  a  new  Chapter  at  Dixon,  and  for  that  purpose 

applied  to  Woodland  Chapter  for  the  usual  recommendation,  which  was  granted  by 

Woodland  Chapter,  under  an  understanding  between  Comp.  Pookman,  then  High 

Priest  of  Woodland  Chapter,  and  Comp.  Ellis,  afterwards  High  Priest  of  Dixon 

Chapter,  under  dispensation,  that  Pntah  Creek  should  be  the  dividing  line  between 
the  tyro  Chapters. 

From  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  they  are  satisfied  that  the  members  of 
Dixon  Chapter  understood  this  to  be  only  a  temporary  arrangement,  and  that  upon 
obtaining  a  charter  the  boundary  line  would  be  governed  by  the  general  laws  appli- 
cable to  such  cases.  The  committee  are  equally  well  satisfied  that  Woodland  Chap- 
ter understood  the  agreement  to  be  a  permanent  one. 

The  committee  are  also  aware  that  this  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  last  Communication, 
by  resolution,  declared  Putah  Creek  to  be  the  boundary  line  between  Woodland  and 
Dixon  Chapters ;  but  your  committee  find  that  Dixon  Chapter  had  received  no  notice 
of  the  complaint  lodged  against  it  by  Woodland  Chapter,  and  therefore  made  no 
defense ;  and  they  further  find  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  transaction  to  be  as  above 
stated. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  alleged  agree- 
ment  is  void,  for  want  of  mutuality  of  understanding ;  and  is  also  void  as  being  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution  and  General  Regulations  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  Tour 
committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : — 

Beaolvedt  That  the  resolution  of  this  Grand  Chapter  passed  at  its  Communication 
in  April,  1877,  relative  to  the  boundary  line  between  Woodland  and  Dixon  Chapters, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Beeolved,  That  the  boundary  lines  governing  the  jurisdictions  of  Dixon  and  Wood- 
land Chapters  be  governed  and  determined  by  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 
determine  the  boundary  lines  between  other  subordinate  Chapters. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Edwik  a.  Rodgbbs,  ) 
ADOLPHua  HoLLUB,    >  CfommiUee, 
Silas  M.  Buck,         ) 

Which  report  was  ooncnrred  in  and  the  resolutions  accompanying 
it  were  adopted. 
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The  special  order,  being  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  was  post- 
poned, to  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Payment  of  Delegates. 

Gomp.  Jacob  Hart  Nxff,  High  Priest  of  SUoam  Chapter,  No.  37, 
was  excused  for  non-attendance  on  the  first  day  of  the  Conyocation. 

Comp.  WiiiiiiAM  Thomas  Betnou>s,  from  the  Committee  on  Pay- 
ment of  Delegates,  presented  the  following  report : — 

To  the  M,\  E.\  Grand  Chapter  of  Calif otma  .— 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  apportioDment  of  the  Representative 
Fund,  haye  performed  the  duty  assigned  them  and*  reconmiend  that  the  foUowiog 
amoDDts  be  allowed  the.delegates  of  the  Chapters  represented  :~ 


It 


it 


tt 


tt 


it 


San  Francisco,  No.l, $  6  00 

Sonoraf 

Sacramerdo, 

Camfomia, 

Senioiat 

Shasta, 

Suiter, 

Merced, 

Washington, 

Eovoard, 

Cyrus, 

Saint  James, 

lAbanus, 

Grass  VaUey, 

^anldin. 

Sierra, 

PetaJuma, 

Oliver, 

La  Fayette, 

Georgetown, 

DeUa, 

Stockton, 


2, 27  00 

3, UOO 

6, 6  00 

7, 8  00 

9, 34  60 

11, 2i  00 

**12 21  00 

"18 17  00 

"U, 10  00 

*'16, 71  00 

"16, 25  00 

"17 27  60 

"18, 27  60 

"20, 21  00 

"21 66  00 

"22 900 

"23 27  00 

"24, 44  00 

"26, 26  00 

"27, 20  00 

"28 13  00 


Napa, 

Martinez, 

Los  Angles, 

AUuras, 

Naoal, 

Alameda, 

SUoam, 

Santa  Cruz, 

Bed  muff. 

Temple, 

Chioo, 

Solano, 

Visalia, 

Santa  Bosa, 

Woodland, 

Lassen, 

Dixon, 

Modesto, 

Corinthian, 

Humboldt, 


No.  30, 10  00 

"31, 8  00 

"33, 67  00 

"34 60  00 

"36, 8  00 

"36, 6  80 

"  37, 21  60 

«38, 18  00 

"40, 27  00 

"41 16  00 

"42, 23  00 

"43, 10  60 

"44, 39  00 

10  00 

14  60 

67  00 

12  00 

16  00 

.  64  00 

81  00 


**46,. 
"  46,. 
"  47,. 
'*  48,. 
**  49,. 
"  61,. 
**  62,. 


$1042  80 

Thej  also  recommend  that  the  following  amounts  be  allowed  to  the  Grand 
Officers  in  attendance,  viz. :  to  the 


Orand  High  Priest, $10  00 

Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 8  00 

Grand  King 6  30 

Grand  Scribe 46  00 

Grand  Treasurer, 6  00 


Grand  Chaplain, 6  00 

Grand  Lecturer, 28  00 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  67  00 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,    6  00 


Amount  allowed  to  Grand  Officers, $173  30 

Amount  allowed  to  delegates, 1042  30 

Total  amount  of  allowances, $1215  60 

All  which  is  respectftiUy  submitted  by 

William  T.  Reynolds, 

JoBiTH  Weil, 

E.  G.  Spbnoeb,  I-  Committee. 

8.  dohcaster, 

William  G.  Hudson, 


Which  report  was  concnrred  in. 


II 
II 
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The  hour  for  the  special  order — ^being  the  election  of  Grand  Offi- 
cers— having  arrived,  the  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Comps.  Lottib 
GoHN  and  Gidbon  Wino  to  act  as  tellers,  and  the  election  proceeded, 
with  the  following  resnlt :  — 

The  M,\E,',  John  Mills  Browkb  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest ; 

jS.*.  E,\  Nathan  Wiston  Sfauldino  was  elected  Depaty  Grand  High  Priest; 

J?.*.  E,\  WiLKT  Jambs  Tinnin  was  elected  Grand  King ; 
"  J{.*.  K\  Henby  Satbe  Obxb  was  elected  Grand  Scribe  ; 
**  B,\  E.'.  Hisam  Thboof  Gbaybs  was  elected  Grand  Treasurer ; 
"  22.'.  E.',  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswsll  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Gomp.  Fbank  DougiJLb  Mead,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Finances, 
presented  the  following  report : — 

2b  IhB  M.\  K\  Or  and  Chapter  of  Cdlifamia  :— 

Year  Committee  on  Finances  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
accounts,  books,  and  yonohers  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  ending  January  3l8t,  1878,  were  as  follows : — 

Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer  at  date  of  last  report $3551  01 

Dues  received  from  subordinate  Chapters 4525  00 

Dispensation  to  form  new  Chapter 75  00 

Special  dispensations  issued  (two) 10  00 

Diplomas  issued  during  the  year  (ten) 20  00 

Dividend  from  Masonic  Hall  stock  for  nine  months 675  00 

$8856  01 
The  disbursements  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows :— 

Expenses  of  delegates  to  the  last  Annual  Convocation $1096  10 

Expenses  of  Grand  Officers  at  last  Annual  Convocation 121  30 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary ...  1200  00 

Salary  of  Grand  Lecturer 1000  00 

Salary  of  Grand  Guard .' 25  00 

Salary  of  Grand  Organist 25  00 

Bent  of  Grand  Secre^ry's  office 300  00 

Printing  of  Grand  Chapter  proceedings 831  72 

Expenses  of  Grand  Secretary's  office 160  00 

Portrait  and  frame  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Alex.  G.  Abell 75  00 

Dues  to  General  Grand  Chapter  for  1877 28  83 

Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer 3993  06 

$8856  01 

Tour  committee  recommend  the  Ibllowing  appropriations  :— 

For  printing  proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter  for  1878 $  775  00 

For  expenses  of  delegates  and  Grand  Officers, 1,000  00 

For  Salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 1,200  00 

For  expenses  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office, * 125  00 

For  Grand  Guard 25  00 

For  Grand  Organist 25  00 

For  rent  of  Grand  Secretary's  office 300  00 

Total  amount  of  appropriations, $3,450  00 
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In  Addition  to  the  cash  on  hand,  the  Ormnd  Treasorer  holds  a  certificate  for  niM 
hundred  shares  of  the  ICasonic  Hall  Association  stock,  of  the  par  raise  of  nine 
thousand  (19  000)donarB.  This  stock  is  now  paying  qnarierlj  dividends  at  the  rate 
of  ten  per  cent  per  annnm ;  and  jour  committee  recommend  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
retain  said  stock  as  a  permanent  inTestmenL 

We  farther  recommend  that  the  per  diem  pay  of  13,  heretofore  allowed  to  a  dele- 
gate from  each  Chapter,  be  stmck  off,  from  and  after  the  present  Conrocation,  and 
that  only  the  actual  traveling  expenses  of  one  delegate  from  each  Chapter  shall  be 
paid  from  the  representative  fund. 

Yonr  committee  have  examined,  as  fv  as  is  in  their  power,  the  books.  Touchers, 
and  accounts  of  the  Grand  8eceetary*s  office,  but,  owing  to  his  absence,  are  unable 
to  complete  that  part  of  their  work,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  books,  vouch- 
ers, and  accounts  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, to  be  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  article  seven  of 
the  Constitation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  with  instructions  to  that  committee  to  make 
a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject  and  report  at  the  next  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


William  M.  Pktbib, 

F.  D.  Mbad, 

J.  C.  Pabtbidgb, 

S.  C.  FoT, 

A.  H.  Bbodkb, 


Cbmmiftee. 


Which  report  was  concurred  in. 


The  Grand  Lecturer,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest's  Address  relative  to  a  Monitor  for  the  Boyal  Arch 
Degrees,  reported  that  one  to  conform  to  the  ritual  and  lectures 
adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter  was  already  being  prepared,  and  would 
soon  be  ready  for  printing  and  for  distribution  to  the  subordinate 
Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  elect  announced  the  following  appoint- 
ments for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. :  as 

Grand  Chaplain, Comp.  Samuel  Gbavbs., of  Califomia,  No.  6 

Grand  Lecturer '  *     Thomas  H.  Cabwxll of  Nevada,  No.  6 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,.     "     Lbonidas  E.  Pratt, of  California^  No.  5 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,.     *'      William  M.  Petrie, of  Sacramenlo,  No.  3 

Grand  Orgauist, "      Samuel  D.  Mates, of  CaHfornia,  No.  5 

Grand  Guard, "      Iba  Colbcrn  Boor, pf  Oo^i/brma,  No.  5. 

The  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers  were  then  duly 
installed  in  their  respective  stations  by  the  Jf.*.  E.\  Henbt  Hat 
Knapp,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  assisted  by  the  M.\  E,\  WiliiIam 
Abraham  Daviss,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  as  master  of  the  ceremo- 
nies. 

On  motion  of  Comp.  Thomas  Hubbabd  Caswelii,  the  M.\  E,\ 
Henbt  Hat  Knapp,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  was  requested  to  sit  for 
his  portrait,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  instructed  to  have  it  placed 
in  the  portrait  gallery  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 


<< 
u 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  appointment  of  the  follow- 
ing standing  committees  for  the  ensning  year  : 

On  Juriiprudenoe :  On  Finances: 

Comp.  William  Abraham  Dayies,  Gomp.  William  Thomas  Reynolds, 

George  Tattle  Chimes,  "     Alfred  Rising. 

Jacob  Hart  Neff,  "     Frank  Douglas  Mead, 

Henry  Hay  Knapp,  "     John  Chaney  Partridge, 

Edvin  Aldrich  Rodgers.  *'     Andrew  Henderson  Broder. 

On  Correspondence: 

Comp.  Thomas  Hnbbard  Caswell, 
"      Joseph  Fairbanks  Wendell, 
*'      Silas  Montgomery  Back, 
"      Reuben  Leach, 
•*      Wilbur  Justus  Willcox. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Chapter  being  all  completed,  the  min- 
utes of  this  day  were  read  and  approved,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
California  was  closed  in  ^mpU  4fonn. 

JOHN  MILLS  BBOWNE, 

Grand  High  Priest. 
Attxst: 

THOMAS  HUBBARD  CASWELL, 

Grand  Secretary, 


GENERAL  REGULATIONS 


OF  THE 


<  ^•^ 


1.  The  Degree  of  Past  Master  must  be  conferred  npon  all  candidates,  notwith- 
standing that  they  may  have  previonaly  had  a  degree  of  that  name  conferred  npon 
them  in  a  conyocation  of  Past  Masters,  by  yirtae  of  an  election  to  preside  oyer  a 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

2.  All  the  Chapters  under  this  jurisdiction  are  required,  in  the  conferring  of 
degrees,  to  conform  to  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  Special  Con- 
yocation, in  September,  1866. 

3.  Eyery  Mark  Master  attached  to  a  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  must,  within 
six  months  after  his  admission,  select  his  mark  and  record  the  same  in  a  Book  of 
Marks,  kept  by  the  Chapter  for  that  purpose ;  and  it  is  made  the  special  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  each  Chapter  to  see  that  this  regulation  is  complied  with. 

4.  The  term  "  nearest  Chapter,"  used  in  the  Constitution,  means  the  nearest  by 
geographical  measurement. 

5.  No  Masonic  communication  shall  be  held  with  a  Boyal  Arch  Mason  who  stands 
suspended  as  a  Master  Mason,  for  any  cause. 

6.  Each  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  its  annual  dues, 
the  sum  of  fifty  cents  for  each  Boyal  Arch  Mason  borne  upon  its  roU  at  the  date  of 
its  annual  report ;  which  additional  assessment  shall  be  used  as  a  fund  to  defray  the 
actual  expenses  of  one  delegate  from  each  Chapter  represented  at  the  Annual  Conyo- 
catlons  of  the  Grand  Chapter— the  same  to  be  apportioned  by  a  special  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 

7.  Wheneyer  two  or  more  Chapters  exist  in  any  city  or  town  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  such  Chapters  to  notify  the  other  or  others,  exist- 
ing in  the  same  place,  of  all  applications  presented  to  it  for  the  degrees. 

8.  When,  after  an  election  of  an  applicant  to  receiye  the  Chapter  degrees,  and  he 
has  receiyed  the  Mark  Degree,  an  objection  to  his  adyancement  is  made  at  any  time 
by  a  member,  such  objection  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee,  with  power  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  thereof,  who  shall  at  the  next  stated  meeting  (unless  further  time  be 
giyen)  report  thereon ;  and  upon  the  reception  of  such  report,  if  no  cause  for  the 
objection  has  been  assigned,  or  if  the  cause  assigned  be,  in  the  opinion  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present,  not  a  yalid  and  Masonic  one,  the  Chapter  may  confer  the 
degree  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  objection  had  been  made. 

9.  No  petition  for  the  d^rees,  or  application  for  membership,  shall  be  reoeiyed 
by  any  Chapter  within  this  jurisdiction,  unless  it  be  signed  with  the  full  name  or 
names  of  the  petitioner  or  applicant ;  and,  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  subordinate 
Chapters,  the  giyen  name  or  names  of  eyery  member  or  others  upon  their  rolls,  shall 
be  giyen  in  full. 
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10.  The  provisions  of  the  Gonstitatioii  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia shall  be,  in  all  essential  respects,  where  there  is  no  conflict  between  it  and  the 
Constitation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  rules  and  regalations  by  which  the  action  of 
the  subordinate  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  shall  be  goyemed. 

11.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  December,  1874,  no  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter 
under  this  jurisdiction  shall  be  instaUed,  unless  he  shall  present  to  the  installing 
officer  a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Lecturer,  or  some  companion  known  by  the  Grand 
Lecturer  to  be  skilled  in  the  work,  that  he  is  qualified  to  properly  confer  all  the 
Chapter  degrees  and  deliyer  the  lectures  thereunto  appertaining ;  and  the  installing 
officer  shall  forward  such  certificate  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

12.  The  limit  of  physical  qualifications  to  be  required  of  a  candidate  for  the 
degrees  conferred  by  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall  be,  simply, 
that  he  be  enabled  to  conform  strictly  to  all  which  the  ritual  in  those  degrees  makes 
necessary. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION, 

9 

ADOPTED  IN  APRIL,  187a 


ARTICLE  VII. 

Sbotion  1.  The  following  regular  committees,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  members  each,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  at 
each  Annual  Conyocation,  viz. :  On  Credentials,  on  Grieyanoes,  on  new  Chapters,  on 
Returns,  on  By-Laws,  on  Jurisprudence,  on  Finances,  and  on  Correspondence.  The 
three  last  named  shall  be  standing  committees,  and  shall  serye  during  the  year. 

Also  to  add  to  said  Article  YII  a  new  section,  to  be  known  as  Section  3,  to  wit  :— 

SEcmoN  3.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  meet  at  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary on  the  day  preceding  the  annual  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  eiamine  the 
books,  papers,  and  accounts  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  report 
the  result  thereof  to  the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  in  each  year. 

ARTICLE  VnL 

Bxonox  l.'^SubdMsion  2. 

**  For  each  Royal  Arch  Mason  borne  upon  its  roll  at  the  date  of  its  annual  return 
the  turn  of  fifty  cents;  and  the  Grand  Chapter  may  leyy,  in  addition  to  the  aboye, 
such  other  contributions  m  in  its  judgment  may  be  required/' 
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RULES  OF  ORDER 


OF  THB 
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Bulb  1.  When  the  Grand  Chapter  shall  haye  aasembled,  the  Grand  Secretary 
shall  call  the  roll  of  its  members,  and  if  a  soffloient  nmnher  of  Chapters  are  repre- 
sented, the  Grand  Chapter  shall  be  opened.  The  Grand  High  Priest  shall  then 
appoint  a  Committee  on  Credentials,  and  no  further  business  shall  be  transacted 
until  after  its  report  shall  have  been  received. 

Bulb  2.  After  the  reception  of  the  Beport  on  Credentials,  the  proceedings  of  the 
preceding  Convocation  shall  be  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  unless  their  reading  be 
dispensed  with :  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  Beports  of  the  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  Secretary,  and  Grand  Treasurer,  shall  be  presented,  and 
appropriately  referred,  in  the  order  here  named :  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  shall 
appoint  the  regular  committees,  to  whom  all  papers  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  requiring  such  reference,  shall  be  at  once  referred.  The  Committee  on 
Correspondence  shall  then  present  its  annual  report. 

Bulk  3.  After  the  business  of  the  Convocation  is  thus  began,  the  regular  order 
for  each  session,  during  its  continuance,  shall  be  as  follows  :— 

1.  Beading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  session. 

2.  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

8.    Beception  and  action  upon,  or  reference  of,  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals. 

4.    Beports  of  Begular  and  Special  Committees,  and  action  thereupon. 

6.    Motions,  resolutions,  and  other  business. 

Bulb  4.  All  reports  submitted,  all  petitions,  memorials,  or  appeals  presented, 
and  all  orders,  motions,  or  resolutions,  shall  be  in  writing,  and  shall  be  read  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  before  any  action  is  taken  thereupon. 

Bulb  6.  No  motion  to  reconsider  shall  be  entertained,  unless  made  during  the 
same  session  when  the  question  proposed  to  be  reconsidered  was  decided,  nor  unless 
such  motion  be  made  by  one  who  voted  with  the  majority  upon  that  question. 

Bulb  6.  When  a  day  and  hour  shall  have  been  named  for  the  election  of  Grand 
Officers,  such  election  shall,  at  that  time,  take  precedence  of  all  other  business,  unless 
the  Grand  Chapter,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  shall  otherwise  direct 

Bt7Ls  7.  These  rules  shall  only  be  suspended  by  unanimous  consent,  but  may  at 
any  time  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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RETURNS 

OF  THB 

SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS 

UNDEB  THS  JURISDICTION  OF  THE 

J^  X.  a40S.. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  CHAPTER,  No.  1. 

San  Fxmnelaeo,  San  Francisoo  County. 

Stated  Meeiinga,  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBR8 1 

Henry  Wangenheim,  High  Priest,  Samuel  Swift,  P^Hndpal  Sojoumer, 

Edward  Taylor  Anthony,  King,  Isaac  Philanson  Kincaid,  M.  A.  Captain, 

Michael  James  Keating,  Scribe,  Daacan  Montrose  Wilson,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Joseph  Clement,  Treasurer,  George  Edward  Jones,  Master  2d  Va^l, 

Louis  Flatau,  Secretary,  Lorenz  Nickel,  Master  l8t  Vail, 

Solomon  Kohlman,  Captain  cf  the  Boat,  Edward  Gilbert,  Gtiard. 

Past  Hifflk  Priests  t 

John  Dunbar  Creigh,  P.  G.  H,  P.  John  Rudolph  Jarboe,      Theodore  Edward  Smith, 
AdolphuB  Hollub,  P.  G,  JET,  P.     Milton  Hills  Hyrick,         Samuel  Sternhelm, 
Louis  Cohn,  Stewart  Meusies,  Alfred  Rising. 

Martin  John  Burke, 

BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

AUenberg,  Charles  Bosworth,  Henry  Martyn  Clinch,  Charles  Godfirey 

Anderson,  Thomas  Bradbury,  Wm.  Blackstone  Coggswell,  Jas.  La  Fayette 

Arnheim,  Samuel  Siegmund  Brandenstein,  Meyer  Cohen,  Henry  Lyon 

Arnold,  Benjamin  Franklin  Browell,  Jeremiah  Cohen,  Martin 

Baldwin,  James  Waterman  Bryan,  William  Cohen,  Simon 

Baum,  Simon  Bryan,  Thomas  Congdon,  Henry  Bliss 

Behrendt,  Herman  Bullock,  Frank  Dyer  Cooper,  William 

Berggren,  August  Burns,  Henry  Jameson  Craig,  James 

Bergson,  Ole  Caro,  Samuel  Craig,  Peter 

Bilty,  Theodore  George  Carson,  James  Gilmore  Cressy,  Albert 

Black,  Henry  Melvin  Carpenter,  Augustine  Dyer  Curry,  John 

Blankenstein,  Henry  Chase,  Charles  Metaphor  Curry,  Nathaniel 

Bolander,  Henry  Nicholas  Christy,  Robert  Francia  Daneri,  Antonio 
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Daniel,  John 
DaTiB,  Henry  Lamens 
Doane,  John  Osbonme 
Doane,  Sharon  Pratt 
Doathitt,  Dayid  William 
Dmeker,  Angoat 
Dnsenberg,  Looia 
Edwards,  Henry 
Einstein,  Morris 
Eisenberg,  Jalins 
Elfelt,  Joseph 
Enricht,  Loaia 
Emannel,  Emanael 
Eaberg,  Mendel 
Ewing,  Charles  Orey 
Fisher,  Henry  James 
Fitch,  Charles  Wellington 
Foorman,  Samael 
Frank,  Emanuel  Max 
Franz,  Bernhard 
Frapolli,  Battiste 
Fried,  Ignatius  S. 
Friedberg,  Morris  T. 
Friedlander,  Moritz 
Fuller,  Andrew 
Gallagher,  Edward  M. 
Gay,  John  Gilmore 
Gerhow,  Frederick 
Oerstenberg,  Henry  W. 
Getz,  Bernhard 
Getz,  Joseph 
Getz,  Louis 
Getz,  Solomon 
GhirardelU,  Domingo,  Jr. 
Giacomini,  Giovanni  D. 
Giamboni,  Natale 
Gianettoni,  Malachia 
Goldberg,  Jacob 
Gordon,  James  Edward 
Greenberg,  Samuel  Henry 
Greenberg,Henry  Sampson 
Gruenberg,  Max 
Halght,  Henry  Huntley 
Hall,  John  Chase 
Hanson,  Henry  Sorenson 
Harris,  Daniel 
Hawes,  Elisha 
Hayes,  George  Walfred 
Herz,  Cornelius 
Herzo,  John 

Huntoon,  Isaao  Davenport 
Jacoby,  Augustus 
Johnson,  George  Henry 
Johnson,  Henry 


Jones,  William 
Jordon,  Dennis 
Kelly,  Robert  Price 
Eenitzer,  Henry 
Kerr,  James  Patterson 
King,  Robert  Irvine 
Kittredge,  Jonathan 
Kline,  Henry 
Kohn,  Isaac 
Lardner,  Henry  Francis 
Landen,  Martin  Knttner 
Lengfeld,  Abraham  Lewis 
Leviston,  George 
Levy,  Jacob 
Levy,  Morris  Bernhard 
Levinsky,  Mark 
Lewis,  William 
Luohsinger,  Jacob 
Madison,^John  Henry 
Makins,  James  Nichols 
Manheim,  Isaac 
Manzur,  Lonson  Martin 
Markewitz,  Anguatus 
Mayer,  S.  Julius 
McAleater,  Wm.  Frederick 
McDonald,  Robert 
McKew,  John 
McLeod,  Andrew  Jackson 
McLeod,  James 
McQuesten,  Charles 
Mead,  Lewis  R. 
Mendelson,  Solomon 
Meyer,  Charles 
Michaels,  Aaron  W. 
Mohrhardt,  Philip  Fred'k 
Moraghan,  Michael  Bolan 
Mosgrove,  Samuel 
Myers,  William 
Nagle,  Peter  Buck 
Newbauer,  Herman  Wolf 
Newberger,  Gustavus 
Newfield,  Marcus 
Newhall,  Henry  Mayo 
Newhall,  Henry  Cheever 
Newman,  Carlton 
Newman,  Isaac 
Nicolaysen,  Frank 
Nutsen,  Charles  A. 
O'Neil,  Robert 
Parker,  John  H. 
Pearson,  Henry  Haven 
Penhallow,  DeBlois  Pearce 
Penlington,  George 
Phillips,  Wm.  Armstrong 


Pippey,  Robert  Norman 
Plummer,  Benjamin  Lueans 
Poly,  Louis 
Prag,  Martin 

Prescott,  Charles  Joaephns 
Prince,  Henry  G. 
Purfurst,  August  Bernhardt 
Quirk,  Thomas  Francis 
Reinhart,  Benjamin 
Richards,  Charles  Wesley 
Ritter,  Charles  August 
Robinaon,  ComePs  Preaton 
Robitacheck,  Herman 
Rosenbaum,  Joseph 
Rosenbaum,  Juliua 
Rosenbaum,  Mosea 
Ross,  Daniel  W. 
Saalbnrg,  William 
Samneia,  Davft 
Sanborn,  Albion  Irving 
Saulman,  August 
Sawyer,  Lorenzo 
Scharlin,  John  Aaron 
Schoenfeld,  Jacob 
Schoenfeld,  Louis  Simon 
Schweitzer,  Morris 
Schweitzer,  Jacob 
Sailer,  Paul 
Selleck,  Silas 
Smith,  Charles  Ward 
Solomon,  Albert 
8paulding,'George 
Bprague,  Rnfus  William  Jr. 
Steffani,  Camillo 
Stone,  Dudley  Columbus 
Stuart,  William  Adams 
Sweet,  Solomon 
Tanbles,  MaximiUian 
Thornhill,  Joseph 
Todd,  David  Byron 
Treat,  George 
Triest,  Bernhard 
Van  Vlack,  Gilbert  Jamea 
Voight,  Christian 
Von  Aspern,  John 
Waters,  Charles 
Wedekind,  George  Louis 
Weed,  Alexander 
Whiting,  Henry  Herpeine 
Williams,  Henry 
Wilsinskl,  Marka 
Wood,  Andrew  B. 
Wormser,  Louis 
Wurkheim,  Morria«— 225. 
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MOST  EXCELLENT  HASTEB : 

Mackenzie,  John  Boss — 1. 

MABK  MASTERS : 

Lncaa,  Robert  Hume  Seitz,  George— 3. 

WITHDBAWN: 

Byersdorf,  Loafs  Haraszthy,  Arpad 

Dreyfous,  Benjamin 

EXCLUDED : 
Karm,  Henrie 


PAST  MASTER : 
Fox,  Andrew  Wood~l. 

RESTORED: 
Wood,  Andrew  B<— 1. 

Levy,  Jolias— 4. 
Ott,  Richard— 2. 


Carry,  Francis  Isaac 


DIED: 

Rawson,  Jalios  Addison— 2. 
REOAPITULATION: 

On  roll  per  last  report 208  Withdrawn 4 

Exalted 20  Ezcloded. 2 

Affiliated 4  Died 2 

Bestored 1—233.  Now  borne  apon  the  roll 225—233. 


SONORA  CHAPTER,  No.  2. 

Sononh  TnolniMiie  Oovntir. 

Stated  Meetings,  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon. 

OFFICBBS  t 


Gideon  Wing,  Sigh  Priest, 

Solomon  Benas,  King, 

James  Bell,  Scribe, 

Charles  Edward  Lang,  Treasurer, 

Edward  Keil,  Secretary, 

Peter  Klein,  Cdpiain  qf  the  Host, 


Alonzo  Colby,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Wm.  Gnstave  Radorff,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
John  Beach  Carter,  Master  3d  VaU, 
Joseph  Moore  Hampton,  Master  Id  VaU, 
Fred'k  Francis  Mitchell,  Master  \st  VaU, 
Francis  Anthony  Prassa,  Guard, 


Past  JMlfflk  Frieataa 

Francis  Anthony  Prassa,      Frederick  Faxon, 
Alvin  Bacon  Preston,  Stephen  Wing, 

Isaac  Newton  McCalloch,     Edward  Skinner, 


Andross,  Moses  Chamber'n 
Bach,  William  Francis 
Bacon,  Martin 
Barlow,  Abraham 
Brown,  Gordon 
Booth,  James  Godfrey 
Bosh,  George  Carroll 
Byrd,  Francis  Jahew 
Calhoan,  Henry  Clay 
Collins,  John    . 
Foesterling,  Louis  Jr. 


ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Faller,  James  Monroe 
Haslacher,  Jacob 
Klein,  Conrad 
Lampson,  Royal  Mills 
Hathews,  James 
Mann,  John  Christian 
Means,  Andrew  Jackson 
Mandorf,  John 
Mayer,  Willis 
Oppenheimer,  Benjamin 
Parsons,  Edmond 


William  Henry  Ryan, 
Edwin  Aldrich  Rodgers, 
James  Bell. 

Patterson,  Archibald 

Reed,  Abner 

Serening,  Henry 

Sharrock,  Evrard 

Stinson,  James 

Yalpey,  Abraham  Horton 

Wilson,  Richard  Montgom'y 

Winnie,  George 

Wade,  Charles  Frederick 

Wykoff,  William— 51. 


504  BETUBNS  OF  SUBOBDINATE  CHAFTEBS 

8TTSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES : 

Bartlett,  Daniel  FranciB  ThormaD,  William  Henry      White,  HoBea  Henry— 4. 

Newton,  William  Davis 

BEOAPrrULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 55  Sospendod  for  N.  P.  D 4 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 51—55. 


SACRAMENTO  CHAPTER,  No.  8. 

Saeramento,  Sacramento  Couat|r. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  TSiesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICKBS  I 

William  Buckley  Davis,  High  Priest,         Frederick  Conrad  Stober,  Prtn.  Scjoumer, 
Cornelias  Kellogg,  £tn^,  William  Bowland  Jones,  Royal  Arch  Oapl., 

Charles  Mortimer  Coglan,  Scribe,  Edwin  Glover,  Master  3d,  VctU, 

Anthony  Egl,  Treasurer,  Wm.  Edward  Onghton,  Master  2d  YaU, 

Alfred  Aagaatus  RediDgton,  Secretary,       Joseph  Davey,  Master  1st  VaU, 
Charles  Fox  Shields,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Petragie  Zacharias,  Guard, 

Past  Higik  Prieatsi 

Jas.  L.  English,  P.  G,H,P,   George  Howard  Winterbarn,    William  Backley  Davis, 
William  Franklin  Knox,        Powell  Samael  Lawson,  John  Chilton  Borch. 

Francis  Foster,  William  Monroe  Petrie, 

BOTAI<  ABCH  MASONS: 

Adams,  Oliver  Miller  Oonboie,  Joseph  Anthony  Frank,  Samael 

Allen,  John  Francis  Cooledge,  Isaac  Baldwin  Frost,  Amos  Locke 

Allen,  Bobert  Cook,  Frank  Herbert  Gallatin,  Albert 

Alexander,  Benj.  Franklin  Cook,  Hiram  Gerson,  Samael 

Arrasmith,  Vernon  Cottingham,  Billiard  P.  Gillis,  Dongald 

Barnes,  Jacob  Crocker,  Henry  Smith  Giraad,  Eogene 

Bartels,  William  Croly,  Edward  James  Qonnet,  Adrien 

Barrett,  John  William  Conningham,  John  AoaUn  GriflBths,  John  T. 

Baaqoier,  Joseph  Dale,  Richard  Haines,  Gabriel 

Bergevin,  Nelson  Langevln  Davis,  Jacob  Zeigler  Hamilton,  Chas.  Alexander 

Berkey,  Thomas  Henry  Davis,  William  Hewson  Hammer,  Lather  Kerti 

Block,  Maurice  Day,  James  Thompson  Harbison,  John  8. 

Bronner,  George  Frederick  Dennery,  Bernard  Harmon,  Ruftis  Bamham 

Brewington,  Benj.  Smith  Dennery.  Alphonse  Harper,  Thomas 

Brongham,  Frederick  P.  Denaon,  Samael  Orawford  Harris,  Ellas  Bramon 

Bryding.  Peter  Domingos,  John  Harris,  Thomas  Spencer 

Bamham,  James  Henry  Drew,  Nathaniel  Lafayette  Harrison,  Hamilton  Carter 

Bash,  George  Thompson  Earl,  George  Haskell,  Dudley  Haines 

Calderwood,  Job  Francis  Ecklon,  Christian  Lad  wig  Haymond,  Creed 

Callahan,  Daniel  E.  EickholT,  John  Henry  Hawk,  Elbridge  L. 

Carlson,  Edward  Feldheim,  Nathan  G.  Hawkins,  William 

Champlin,  Nelson  Fillmore,  Jerome  Adolph  Hevener,  William  Henry 

Choqnette,  Caliste  Forbes,  Robert  Hillier,  Theodbre 

Clark,  Thomas  William  Foy,  Frederick  Matthias  Hoag,  Williaii  Moffit 

Clnness,  William  Robert  Foy,  Wm.  Robinson  Smith  Hoehn,  Jacob 
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Holmes,  Henry  T. 
Habl>s,  Aothonj 
Haggins,  Henri  Tyler 
Hall,  Joseph 
Hunt,  William  Smith 
Hyman,  Jacob,  Sr. 
Hyman,  JAcob,  Jr. 
Inwalle,  John  Joseph 
Jagaa,  Hans  Bernhard  Wm. 
Jackson,  William  Franklin 
Jacobs,  Enoch 
Jenkins,  Qeorge  W. 
Johnston,  William 
Jones,  Edward  Augastos 
Kay,  Samuel 
Keber,  Jacob 
Kercheval,  Reuben 
Kimball,  Gorham  Gates 
Krebs,  Charles  Henry 
Lavenson,  Samael 
Leloy,  Loais 
Leyison,  Jacob 
Leyy,  Bernard  ' 
Le?y,  Edward  Soger 
liibby,  Warren  Thompsen 
littlefleld,  Lewis  Bateman 
Locke,  George  Washington 
Lyon,  Edward 


Maier,  Jacob  Fred.  William 
Karyin,  Frank  William  * 
Merrill,  John  F. 
McConnell,  Thomas 
KcOormack,  Charles 
McCaaghlin,  William 
Hiller,  Peter  Andrew 
Montgomery,  George 
Horse,  Stephen  Turner 
Murphy,  Robert  William 
Nathan,  Samuel 
O'Neil,  James 
Oschner,  John 
Pacheco,  Romualdo 
Palmer,  Asa  John  Wood 
Parsons,  Thomas  Joseph 
Peters,  Robert  J  ames 
Phillips,  Louis 
Porter,  James  Nichols 
Putnam,  George  Alfred 
Rath,  Elias 

Ressegeuie,  James  Gleason 
Robertson,  John 
Robinson,  Robert 
Rothfeld,  Sigmund 
Sawyer,  James  G. 
Sims,  Samuel 
Smith,  John  Wm.  Martin 


Smith,  Joshua  Hughes 
Smith,  Mathew  J. 
Smith,  Thomas  • 

Spinks,  Alft'ed 
Staneart,  John  William 
Starr,  Erwin  Piatt 
Steinman,  Bernhard  Ulmer 
Trope,  Peter 
Tubbs,  John  Charles 
Tufts,  Albert  Currier 
nip,  Alfred 

Van  Yoorhies,  Albert  Alex. 
Wachhorst,  Herman 
Walker,  Myron  Philo 
Walquist,  Carl  Johan 
Webster,  Samuel  Excelsior 
Welch,  Benjamin 
Welch.  George  Drake 
Wells,  William  Henry 
White,  George  Amos 
Wick,  Robert  Kerr 
Wickstram,  Carl  Eliaa 
Wilcozson,  Jefferson 
Wilson,  Jesse  Warren 
Wlllard,  David  Wright 
Witham,  Gilbert  Tapley 
Yoerk,  August  Charles 
Zimmerman,  ChriBtian~178. 


MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER: 
Iryine,  William  Johit— 1. 


Bragg,  Henry  William 


WITHDRAWN: 
Oakley,  Peter  Eager 


Webster,  Joseph  Riohard-^. 


SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DTJE8: 

Davis,  William  Oliver       Jones,  Jeremiah  Solon       Scudder,  Charles  Lawrence— 6. 
Gates,  Justin  Rademacher,  Charles 

EXCLUDED ; 
Goldberg,  Harris  MeKune,  John  Hill~2. 

DIED: 
Golden,  Thomas  Zeh,  George.Christian— 2. 

BEOAPITULATION : 

On  roU  per  last  report 179  Withdrawn 3 

Exalted 9  BnspM  for  non-payment  dues...    6 

AiBUated 3—190.    Excluded 2 

Died 2 

Now.bome  npon  the  roll 178—190. 
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CALIFORNIA  CHAPTER,  No.  5. 

L  Franctioo»    San  Francljwo  CovAty. 


Staled  MBdings,  first  and  third  Tuesdays  in  each  month. 

OFFIGSSBSt 


Jesse  Combes  Reed,  High  Priest, 
Abraham  Halaejr,  King, 
James  Knox  Wilson,  Scribe, 
Bamnel  Qraves,  Treasurer, 
William  Edward  Moody,  Secretary, 
Hiram  Rosekrans,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


Ohas,  Lyman  Haskell,  Prin/^H  Sofoumer, 
Joseph  McMath,  Itoyal  Arch  Captain, 
Edgar  Wilson  Dalbey,  Master  qfZd  VaU, 
Bhailer  Mcintosh  Seott,  Master  of  2dVaU, 
George  Lincoln  Pierce,  Master  of  1st  VaU, 
Bamnel  David  Hayer,  Organist, 


James  Oglesby,  Ouard. 
Past  Hl^rb  PriMUt 


^nben  Edgar  Raimond, 

William  Henry  Lyon, 

Alexander  Gordon  Abell,  P.  Q»  H,  P. 

Charles  Lonis  Wiggin, 

George  Tattle  Grimes,  P.  G.  H  P. 

William  Thos.  Reynolds,  P.  0".  E,  P. 

John  Francis  Snow, 

Hiram  Throop  Graves, 

Alfred  Oooledge  Waitt, 

Joseph  Miller  Litchfield, 


LeonidasIE.  Pratt, 

John  Elbridge  Pordy, 

Samuel  Graves, 

William  Wilson^Traylor,  P.  O.  E.  P. 

John  Kirkpatrick,  P.  0,  H,  P. 

Thomas  Kyle, 

Charles  Morton  Radcliflfe,  P.  Q.  H.  P. 

Albert  Frederick  Knorp, 

William  Abraham  Davies,  P.  O.  H,  P. 

Isaac  Satvene  Titus,  P.  (7.  H.  P. 


Allen,  William  Henry 
Angus,  John  Archibald 
Ashbnry,  Monroe 
Atkinson,  Thos.  Thompson 
Bacon,  Joseph  Snowden 
Baker,  George  Frank 
Barnhisel,  Epenetus^Rodg^s 
Baston,  Joseph  Gardner 
Bateman,  Isaac  Christian 
Beadle,  Donald 
Bell,  John 
Best,  John  Tritten 
Benson,  John  Adelbert 
Berryman,  Henry  Burpee 
Blaser,  John  Christian 
Boswell,  Solomon  Bailey 
Bragg,  Robert 
Brannan,  Samuel 
Bridge,  William  Edward 
Brigham,  Calvin  Cakes 
Brittan,  Nathaniel  Jones 
Bromley,  George  Tisdale 
Brooks,  Thomas  Hnbbard 
Browning,  Jeremiah 
Bmner,  Wm.  Happersatt  . 
Bryan,  Edward  Hord 
BnlliB,  Omri 


BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Borges,  Tristam 
Bush,  John  Christian,  Jr., 
Callaghan,  Charles 
Campbell,  Robert 
Castle,  Stephen 
Cecil,  John 
Center,  John ' 
Center,  William 
Chapin,  Dinsmore  Davis 
Churchill,  Clark 
Clary,  William  Henry 
Cockrill,  Theo.  Guevara 
Coey,  JanAs 
Oox,  Henry 
Cox,  Palmer 
Crawford,  John  Jones 
Grossman,  James  Haskell 
Cnmmings,  Walter  Bailey 
Dalton,  Franklin 
Damon,  George  Dimick 
Davis,  Edmund  S. 
Davis,  Isaac  Ephinstone 
Davis,  Solomon 
Day,  Franklin  Henry 
Dean,  Peter 
Denny,  Edward 
Deweese,  Cornelius,  Jr. 


Dougherty,  Charles  Medley 
Dowling,  Thomas  Henry 
Earl,  John  Ogden 
Earle, 'Henry  Halford 
Earl,  Slade  Anthony,  Jr. 
Eastman,  Frank 
Easton,  Wendell 
Edgar,  Dan.  Joseph 
Elliot,  Gardner 
Elliot,  Charles  Emery 
Ellis,  Henry  Hiram 
Estee,  Morris  March 
Ewell,  Luther  Jerome 
Fake,  George  John 
Famam,  Edward 
Parish,  Thomas  Edwin 
Farwell,  William  Havard 
Flint,  Brilsford  Pease 
Foot,  Henry  DuQuesnet 
Foree,  George  Haynes 
Gabba,  Albert  Steph.  laaiah 
Garfield,  John  Quincy 
Garratt,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Garratt,  William  Thompson 
Gates,  Horatio  Sylvester 
Gilmore,  Archibald  NeiU 
Grant,  Thomas  Chamberlia 
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Gray,  William 
Graham,  John 
Graham,  MoDkhoase 
HaU,  Robert 
Hanscom,  John  Ostiiielli 
Harasztby,  Arpad 
Harney,  William 
Harrington,  John  Gonly 
Hartahome,  Benj.  Mintom 
Hildebrandt,  Careten 
Hodge,  John  Graham 
Hotaling,  Anson  Parsons 
Hotchliiss,  Henry  Wells 
Howard,  George  Henry 
Howe,  George  Washington 
Horton,  Thomas  Rotch 
Hnghes,  David 
Ingalls,  John  Newton 
Irwin,  James 
Jackson,  Alden  W 
Jacobs,  Albert 
Jaynes,  Frank 
Jeffiray,  William 
Johnson,  John  Monroe 
Johnson,  William  Corrle 
Johnston,  Baptist 
Johnston,  William  David 
Jones,  Gyrus  Winship 
Jones,  William 
Jones,  William  Arthur 
Kelly,  Robert  Gabriel 
Kennedy,  Frank 
Kennedy,  John  Fitzmaurice 
Kimball,  Hoses  Combe 
King,  Henry  Lewis 
King, John 
King,  Joseph  Libby 
Kincaid,  John  Evans 
Knh,  Leopold 
Kaeding,Chaa.  Van  Bnrcn 
Laird,  David  White 
Landers,  John 
Leydecker,  Theo.  William 
Litchfield,  Watson  Dyer 
Lloyd,  Reuben  Hedley 
Louderback,  AndV  And'sn 
Lnty,  John  Samuel 
Lyman,  Charles 
Macdonald,  William 
Maguire,  Joseph 
Maieas,  Ohristian  W. 
Mann,  Azro  Levy 
Martin,  Alexander 
Marye,  George  Thomas,  Jr. 
MoComb,  John 


McCrindle,  William 
McOullougb,  H.Van  Schaick 
McLellan,  Donald 
McMillan,  Daniel 
Middleton,  Frank 
Miles,  Edward  Mickle 
Miller,  Abram  Isaac 
Miller,  Stephen  Baldwin 
Montague,  Wilford  Weed 
Moore,  Elliott  Josiah 
Moore,  Arthur  Weld 
Moore,  Robert  Henry 
Morgan,  John  Stilwell 
Morse,  Amos  Clark 
Morse,  Ebenezer  Eaton 
Morton,  Oharles  Gary 
Mnller,  John 
Nagel,  William 
Nagle,  George  Dedrich 
Neal,  Charles  Sanders 
Neville,  Ernest  Harry 
Nickerson,  Charles 
NorcrosB,  Daniel 
O'Oonner,  Thomas  Michael 
Osgood,  George 
Otersen,  Herman 
Otto,  Charles 
Partridge,  Edward  Briggs 
Pendergast,  James  Albert 
Peterson,  Arthur  Simison 
Periam,  Charles  James 
Plum,  Charles  Mortimer 
Plummer,  Qarry  Wilkinson 
Pollock,  James  Crawford 
Porter,  Thomas  Alexander 
Powell,  Robert  Baldwin 
Price,  Thomas 
Prior,  John  Lewis 
Ramsdell,  Benjamin  Hatch 
Reavis,  William  Henry 
Reynolds,  Frank  Bailey 
Btchards,  William  Henry 
Root,  Ira  Oolbum 
Rnndell,  WilUam  Mason 
Russell,  John  Adam 
Schoder,  Joseph 
Boott,  Thomas  William 
Beaton,  Horace  Henry 
ShaelTer,  John  Werner 
Shattuck,  David  DusUn 
Shaw,  Oliver  Bradbury 
Short,  Peter 

Shrader.  Andrew  Jackson 
Skelly,  James  Henry 


Smith,  Adrian  Russell 
Smith,  Edwin  Lawrence 
Smith,  Henry  Sumner 
Smith,  Stephen  Henry 
Smith,  Sydney  Mason 
Smith,  William  Findley 
Spratt,  George  Sterry 
Stadtfeld,  Jacob 
Stanley,  Samuel  Lewis 
Starbird,  Albion  WiUon 
Stege,  John  Richard 
Bteiger,  Charles  Rndolphe 
Steiner,  Nicholas 
Stevens,  William  Emerson 
Stoutenborough,  J.  Henry 
Stringer,  William  James 
Sullivan,  Eugene  Lemuel 
Sumner,  Frank  William 
Sumner,  William  Brintnell 
Swift,  James  Fiitcroft 
Taylor,  John  Brinkworth 
Taylor,  John  Ward 
Thompson,  John  Henry 
Thompson,  Lucius 
Thomson,  Malcolm 
Thrall,  Henry  Homer 
Torrence,  John 
Trueworthy,  Francis  Mar'n 
Tustin,  William  Isaac 
Tyrrell,  John  Hayden 
Urquhart,  James  Simonson 
Valentine,  John 
Van  Denburgh,  Alison 
Vanderslice,  Wm.  Keyser 
Van  Duzer,  Oliver 
Vaughn,  Alphonzo  Hyman 
Vollmer,  Edward 
Von  Jelnsen,  Ernest 
Wade,  Albert  Patten 
Wadhams,  Luman 
Wadsworth,  James  G.  L. 
Warren,  Joseph  M. 
Waterhouse,  Fred.  Adelbert 
Waters,  George  Latham 
Wells,  William 
Wetherbee,  Calvin  Hale 
Wheeler,  Jacob 
Wilde,  Francis  Brooke 
Willey,  Charles  Johnson 
Willey,  Otis  BYeeman 
Williamson,  Rob't  Stockton 
Wilson,  Charles 
Winkle,  Henry 
Wooster,  John  Benjamin 

—276. 
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BETUBNB  OF  SUBOEDINATE  GHAFTEBS 


BE8T0BED: 
Morse,  Amoi  Olack  Yon  Jeinaen,  ErnoBt— 2. 

WITHDBA'WN: 

Brown,  Boland  Gair  Edwards,  Frank  George    Williams,  Abraham  Pease— 6. 

Chittenden,  Ghas.  Bedfield     Gnnn,  William  John 

EXCLUDBD: 

Lewis,  Edwin  Parker,  George  Fnmkliii— 3. 

DIED: 

Arrowsmith,  I>a?id  Bloomer    Ghevers,  William  Henry      Williams,  John  Henry— 3. 

REOAFITnLATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 252  Withdrawn 6 

Exalted 27  Excladed 2 

Besiored 2  Died..' 3 

AiBliated 5—286.  Now  borne  upon  the  roll 276—286. 


NEVADA  CHAPTER,  No.  6. 

Nevada,  Nevada  County. 

SUUed  Meetings,  first  Monday  in  sack  numth, 

OFFICS2B8  I 

lanthus  Jerome  Bolfe ,  High  Priett,  Jeremiah  Newton  Payne,  Prtn.  Sqjour^, 

Halstead  Stansfield,  King,  Phillip  Bichards,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 

Jacob  La  Payette  Holland,  Scribe,  Kaakil  Casper,  Master  3d  VdU, 

Martin  Lnther  Marsh,  Treasurer,  William  Floyd,  Master  2d  VaiL 

George  Bansom  Davis,  Secretary,  William  Bichards,  Master  1st  VaU, 

John  Mason  Bofflngton,  Jr.,  Capt.  qf  Host,  William  Holmes,  Ouard. 


Past  Hl^  PvlMtot 


Thomas  Hnbbard  Caswell,  P.  Q.  H,  P, 


Barton,  William 
Boardman,  John  Herbert 
Brown,  John  Earl 
Ghapin,  Samuel  Leonard 
Chapman,  Allen 
Crandall,  Orman 
Dickson,  John  Hatton 
Dill,  John 
Donald,  James 
Dnryea,  William  Henry 
Ennis,  Franklin 
Faall,  George 
Fleming,  Jos.  Davenport 
Gentry,  Bichard  Benton 
CHlbeit,  John  Bichards 


BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Goldsmith,  Abraham 
Hale,  Horace 
Hampton,  Elisha 
Hathaway,  Francis  Marion 
Lee,  Brace  Bez^amin 
Long,  William  David 
Marsh,  Daniel 
McBean,  John 
McElTy,  Charles 
McNolty,  Henry 
Montgomery,  John 
NaflEkiger,  Jacob 
Nelson,  Ole  Amos 
Pease,  Sanford  Orrin 
Powers,  George  8 


Thomas  Meio. 

Preston,  Edward  Myers 

Beid,  James 

Bich,  Oharles 

Boberts,  William  Anderson 

Bose,  David 

Bose,  James 

Sargent,  Aaron  Aogostos 

Sanders,  Josiah 

Searls,  Niles 

Shaw,  George  Crawford 

Stowers,  Nathaniel  Heniy 

Tilley,  Edwin 

Wheeler,  Matthew  Mitchell, 

Williamson,  Levi 

Wing,  Bodney— 69. 
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WTTHDBAWN: 
Bandolph,  William  Cooper  Sanders,  William  Henry  Thorn,  DaTid  Jr.— 3. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  7XOS-9AYVX3XT  OF  DUES : 
Mc Brown,  John  Wirtii,  James  Albert— 2. 

BEOAPrrUIATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 60  Withdrawn 3 

Exalted 3  Sosp'd  for  non-payment  of  daes.. .  3 

Affiliated 1—64.    Now  borne  upon  the  roll......... 69— 44. 


BENICI A  CHAPTER,  No.  7. 

BonleiA,  fitolsBO  Omamt^* 

Stated  Meetings,  TSusday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon, 

OFPICBB8I 

Timothy  Sage,  Eigh  Priest,  William  R.  Campbell,  PHn.  Sojourner, 

Thomas  McKay,  King,  Lansing  Bond  Hizner,  RoyeU  Arch  Gapt., 

Uardock  McArthnr,  Scribe,  Ed w*d  Horatio  Yon  Pflster,  Master  Sd  VaU. 

John  Renger,  Treaeurer,  Joseph  Green  Johnson,  Master  %d  VaU, 

Charles  Spalding,  Secretary,  Archibald  MoDonald,  Master  \st  VaU, 

George  Poor,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Robert  Stenart^  Giiard. 

FMrt  Hlffk  PriMti 

Timothy  Sage. 

DOTAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Danforth,  Edwin  Hathewson,  John  McKenzie,  Allen 

Grant,  John  Mathewson,  William  Pollock,  Robert— 19. 

Long,  Michael  Henry 

WITUDBAWN : 

Ponlsen,  Peter  Wilhelm— 1. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES: 
Brownlee,  Thomas  Smith,  William  Henry— 2. 

DIED: 

Honsely,  John- 1. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 23—23.      Withdrawn 1 

SospM  for  non-payment  of  dues...  2 

Died 1 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 19—23. 
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SHASTA  CHAPTER,  No.  9. 

SluMta,  Sluurta  Countjr. 

Stated  Meetings^  second  and  fourih  Tuesdays  in  each  monih, 

OFFIGS2RS  s 

Joseph  Weil,  High  PrUttt  Loois  Wellendorff,  Pr\ncipcH  Sqjovmer, 

William  Ely  Hopping,  King,  Mortimer  Cherberrj  Allen,  B.  A.  Captain, 

Alexander  Robertson  AndrevB,  Scribe,  Herman  Frederick  Ross,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Daniel  Porter  Bjrstle,  Treasurer,  Ulysses  Richard  Lord,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Adolph  Dobrowskj,  Secretary,  Jas.  Freeman  Bcammon,  Maeter  \9t  VaU, 

El^ah  Mason  Dixon,  Capt.  of  the  Best,  Ganther  Fred'k  Charles  Schroeter,  Guard. 

Past  Higik  Prtostat 

Whiting  Oriswold  West,  P.  O,  H.  P.  Daniel  Porter  Bystle, 

Adolph  Dobrowsky,  Lonis  Wellendorff, 

George  Oarmth  Farqnahar,  Joaeph  Weil. 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS: 

Anderson,  Charles  Hatlock,  David  B.  Swain,  Alex.  Cartwright 

Andrew,  William  Mitchell,  Marshal  Alex.  Sweet,  Henry  Andrew 

Anklin,  Henry  Moore,  Joseph  Syme,  John 

Chappell,  James  Nathan  Qyermeyer,  Charles  Edwin  Taylor,  Holloway 

Coleman,  Adomm  Pryor,  Athanasios  Webb,  John  Paxton 

Garden,  John  William  Regan,  James  Weil,  David 

Greene,  Thomas  Reinecke,  Christopher  Wheeler,  Frank 

Gnptil,  William  Neal  Scott,  John  Yamer  Wilson,  Henry  Ellis 

HIginbotham,  John  Baptist  Shnlfleton,  Hagh  Hall  Wimmer,  James  Moses— 4$. 

Martin,  Rnfns  Franklhi  Sonter,  John 

PAST  MASTER: 
Lodge,  Robert  James— 1. 

WTTHDBAWX: 
Chandler,  Frederick  Brewster   Shnrtleff,  Benjamin         Taggart,  Grant  Israel— S. 

DIED: 
Watson,  William— 1. 

BEOAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 47—47.      Withdrawn 3 

Died 1 

Now  borne  npon  the  roll 43 — 47. 


SUTTER  CHAPTER,  No.  1 1, 

Suttor  Creek,  Amador  CovAty* 

Stated  Meetings,  third  Friday  in  each  moKlh. 

OFFICBSRSt 

Robert  Aitken,  High  Priest,  John  Lithgow,  Prinoipd  Sojourner, 

David  Thomas  Davis,  King,  Morris  Brinn,  Royal  Aroh  Captain, 

Henry  Peck,  Scribe,  Robert  Redpath,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Vincent  Lutenesky,  Treaswrer,  John  Oalds,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Alonzo  King  Dudley,  SeorHary,  David  Anderson  Patterson,  Mdsier  Isi  VsM 

John  HcDngal  Post,  Captain  cf  Host,  John  Jelemina,  Owurd, 
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Past  Hiirb  PrieaU  t 

Alvlnza  Hayward,  Henry  Peck,  John  Whitten  Borfaoe. 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Adams,  James  Hall,  Henry  Frank  Parrinton,  Colambns  Allen 

Adams,  John  Qnincy  Henley,  Jonathan  Bpecker  Bobinson,  John  Andrew 

Bailey,  William  Smith  Huse,  Bamaei  Emerson  Beardon,  John 

Bennett,  William  A.  Isaacs,  Bernard  Bnssell,  John  Ellsha 

Berryman,  Andrew  Kelley,  John  Barnes  Smith,  William 

Bory,  Daniel  William  Kerr,  John  B.  Spagnolia,  Sylv'r  Giovanni 

Callaway,  Abner  Edward  McLean,  Laaghlin  Spagnolia,  Benedito 

Campbell,  John  Miss  Mehrtens,  Daniel  St^inberger,  John  Adam 

Clnte,  Peter  Alonzo  Milliken,  Jesse  Stewart,  James  Franklin 

Comstock,  Asa  Leland  Marchant,  John  Stewart,  Samnel  Deconnt  B. 

Cook,  Phileomon  Maxey,  Jesse  Blackbnm  Stevens,  James  Boonty 

Cosner,  Robert  McMorray,  James  William  Sutherland,  William 

Dnnlap,  Themas  Miller,  John  Sarface,  James  Philip 

Ellis,  Yolney  Eaton  Newman,  George  Taber,  Frederick  Ketohnm 

Pagan,  Peter  Palmer,  Eliphalet  Charles  Walther,  Otto 

Farley,  James  Thompson  Parkison,  Manael  Casada  Whitlach,  Daniel  Henry— 64. 

Ford,  Henry  Darnell  Poondstone,  Laarence  Ryd 

MOST  EXOSLLENT  MASTEB:  PAST  MASTSB: 

Robertson,  Peter  Sterling— 1.  Perkins,  John  Dabney— 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 
Borleson,  Charles  Drake        Reiohling,  Peter  Wooley,  Eliphos  Bart— 8. 

DIED: 
Briggs,  Samuel  Greenr- 1. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 68       Withdrawn 3 

Died .........1 

Now  borne  npon  the  roll 64—68. 


MERCED  CHAPTER,  No.  12, 

Ifereed,  Mereed  Oouaty. 

Slated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  in  each  month, 

RetTims  for  Yeax  ending  Jan.  Slst,  1877. 

OFFICERS  t 


Samnel  Claghom  Bates,  Bigh  Priest, 
William  John  Hart,  JBJng, 
Thomas  Nelson  Barton,  Scribe, 
Isaac  Henry  Jacobs,  treasurer, 
Nicholas  Breen,  Secretary, 
Adolph  Simon,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


Aaron  Badt,  Prinoipdl  Sojourner, 
Samnel  Mitchel  Brown,  Boyai  Arch  Copt, 
Charles  McMnrdo  Blair,  Master  3d  VaU, 
William  Lewis  Sillman,  Master  2d  VaU, 
Mark  Howell,  Master  1st  VaU, 
_,  Guard, 


Charles  McMnrdo  Blair, 
Peter  Dinwiddle  Wigginton, 


Past  High,  Priests  I 

Mark  Howell, 


John  Kirk  Bernard. 


612  BETUBNS  OF  8UB0RDINAT1S  0HAPTBB8 

BOTAL  ABOH  MA80K8 : 

Adams,  William  Howeth,  Nelson  Salter,  Norman  FrankHn 

Aiken,  John  McKee  Lebright,  Frederick  Scott,  Moses  Beaton 

Becker,  Frederick  Livingston,  Chaa.  Ghancel'r  Stoddard .Ebeneaer  Maxwell 

Bradford,  Abram  Clark        March,  Silas  Stoneroad.  Geo.  Waahingtoa 

Chapman,  Emery  Washin'n  Means,  William  Leland  Wallace,  Erastos 

Dickenson,  James  Johnson  Meany,  Anthony  James  Weed,  William  Seaman 

Dickenson,  Samuel  Moreton,  James  Welch,  Peyton  Toang 

Delashmntt,  Basil  Beetor,  Eldridge  Gerry  Welch,  LnciUos  Arthur 

Grade,  William  Adolph         Boes,  Henry  Christopher  Wynn,  William— 41. 
Hardwick,  William  Jeffer'n 

PAST  MA8TEB: 

Jacob,  Elias— 1. 
WITHDBAWN :  DIED : 

Fnqna,  John  Woodson     Eendrick,  John  Alexander— 2.     Blackwell,  Henry— 1. 

BEOAPrrULATIOK : 

On  roll  per  last  report 39  Withdrawn 2 

Exalted B^-U,      Died 1 

Now  borne  npon  the  roll il — U. 

Betnms  for  Year  ending  January  81st,  1878. 

OFFICBBS  t 

Adolph  Simon,  High  Priei^t,  Anthony  James  Meany,  Prin.  Sojourner, 

Hiram  Newton  Bnoker,  King,  Aaron  Badt,  Bayai  Arch  Cfaptain, 

Mark  Howell,  SoHbe,  Samnel  Mitchel  Brown,  Master  3(2  VaU, 

Isaac  Henry  Jacobs,  TVeosurvr,  William  Lewis  Sillman,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Nicholas  Breen,  Secretary,  Nelson  Howeth,  Master  1st  Vail, 

William  John  Hart,  Captain  of  (he  Soet,  Ebenezer  Maxwell  Stoddard,  Guard, 

Past  Hig^  Prieitat 

Charles  McMardo  Blair,  Mark  Howell,  Samnel  Claghom  Bates. 

Peter  Dhiwiddle  Wigginton,         John  Kirk  Bernard, 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS: 

Adams,  William  Grade,  William  Adolph         Moore,  Edwin 

Aiken,  John  McKee  Hardwick,  William  Jeffer'n  Boes,  Henry  Christopher 

Becker,  Frederick  Jones,  Lewis  Fuller  Stoneroad,  Geo.  Washington 

Bradford,  Abram  Clark        Lebright,  Frederick  Welch,  Peyton  Young 

Chapman,  Emery  Washin'n  LiWngston,  Chas.  Chancel'r  Welch,  Lncillos  Arthor 
Coftman,  William  Franklin  Means,  William  Leland         Wynn,  William— 34. 

PAST  MASTER : 
Jacob,  Ellas- 1. 
WITHDBAWN: 
Beotor,  Eldridge  Gerry,  Weed,  William  Seaman— 2. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES  : 

Delashmntt,  Basil  March,  Silas  Scott,  Moses  Heaton 

Dickenson,  James  Johnson  Morton,  James  Wallace,  Erastna — 8. 

Dickenson,  Samnel  Baiter,  Norman  Franklin 

BEOAPITDLATIOH: 

On  roll  per  last  report 41  Withdrawn t 

Exalted 3 — 44.      SospM  for  non-payment  of  dnei . .  8 

Now  borne  npon  the  roll 34— 4i. 
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WASHINGTON  CHAPTER,  No.  13. 

IbunrsTllle.  TnlMt  County* 

Stated  Meetings,  second  afid  fourth  Fridays  in  each  monih. 


Lemnel  Trescott  Crana,  High  Priest, 

Thomas  Hugh  Steel,  King, 

Edward  Spencer  Depay,  Scribe, 

Joseph  Lask,  treasurer, 

Thomas  Hagh  Kernan,  Secretary, 

John  Henry  Gerkin,  Captain  o/  the  Bbti, 


Henry  Charles  Lett,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Adoniram  Jadson  Batchelder,  R,  A,Capt, 
Jeremiah  Andrew  Sanl,  Master  3d  VaU, 
John  Peffer,  Matter  2d  Vail, 
Simon  Hochstadter,  Master  1st  VaU, 
Thomas  Weston  Kent,  Guard. 


William  Lee  Lawrence,        Edmnnd  Taylor  Willdns,       William  Fletcher, 
Norman  Donning  Bideoat,    Oharles  E.  Stone,  Frederick  Battelmaa. 


Aaron,  Frank  Wm.  Howard 
Baird,  George  Hall 
Barns,  Avery  Powers 
Barrie,  John  Ferguson 
Barthe,  Eugene 
Belcher,  Edward  Angnstos 
Belcher,  Isaac  Sawyer 
Belcher,  William  Oaldwell 
Belding,  Lyman 
Bingham,  Atkins  Olark 
Bockias,  Charles  Qeorge 
Bometer,  Charles 
Bradley,  Samuel  Henry 
Caldwell,  Arthur  Brooks 
Carpenter,  Qeo.Washington 
Chandler,  Melvln  Laveni 
Cheeney,  John 
Cory,  Perry 
Decker,  Peter 
Dickey,  James  Thomas 
Dobbins,  Thomas 
Dongall,  Thomas 
Eastman,  James  Fred. 
Ellis,  William  Turner 
Emshields,  Yiotor  Lewis 
Falk,  Lewin 
Flhit,  Joseph  A 
Friend,  William 
Gianella,  Yinceniio 
Gibson,  Alexander 
Hamlin,  Norman  Soott 


BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS: 

Harrington,  Chris.  Clark 
Harrold,  Ebenezer  Nelson 
Heath,  George 
Hochstadter,  Adolph 
Hogle,  William  Henry 
Holland,  Crawford 
Holland,  George 
HoIIingshead,  Jos.  Easton 
Hudson,  Edward  Henry 
Hutchins,  Gavin  Walker 
Hutchinson,  Samuel 
Jones,  William  Price 
Jones,  James  Thaddeua 
Keser,  Louis 
Keyser,  Philip  Walter 
Knight,  DaTid  E. 
Kopf,  Clans 

Lefavor,  WUliam  FrankUn 
Lockwood,  Ebenezer  Gay 
Logan,  Anderson  Dabney 
Lehse,  Hermann 
Marcnse,  Meyer  A. 
Harcnse,  Marcos 
Marker,  Henry  Bowman 
McKeehan,  Iremons  HinUe 
McNatt,  John  'Fleming 
McLean,  William  Taylor 
Meek,  Emerson  Emmett 
Millar,  Robert 
Millar,  Thomas  Boyd 


North,  George 
Oakley,  Amasa  Wilder 
Parks,  William  Henry 
Parkhurst,  Lorenzo  Dow 
Patterson,  Charles  Milton 
Reynolds,  John 
Reece,  Thomas  White 
Rhay,  Edward 
Rogers,  SamU  Josiah  Smith 
Ross,  Samuel  Haws 
Schulenberg,  Adolph 
Slingsby,  William 
Sparks,  Martin  Yan  Baren 
Spear,  Andrew  Potter 
Stanwood,  Richard  Goas 
Stafford,  Joshua 
Strattoo,  Comelins  Allen 
Sullivan,  John  Lyon 
Swain,  William  Caldwell 
Teegarden,  Eli 
Thorn,  David  Jr. 
Tomb,  Jacob 
Van  Fleet,  William 
Walton,  Benjamin  FrankUn 
White,  Amasa  wniey 
Whitebread,  William  Cei 
Wilcoxon,  Caleb  Eliah* 
Willey,  Amasa  Parker 
Wilson,  Sanford  Ellis 
Woods,  Matthew— 109l 


Hortop,  Philip 
Keymer,  James 


MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTERS: 
Thompson  Ernest  Briceno    Wightman,  Avery 
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PAST  MA8TEB:  MARK  UA8TKB : 

Babel,  George  Adam— 1.  CUrk,  Levi  Blasdel—l. 

BESTOBED: 
Shervood,  William  Franklin— 1. 

WTTHDBAWN : 

Barchard,  John  Lather         Hunter,  Enoa  Clark  Sherwood,  Wm.  Franklin 

Eklond,  John  Peter  — L 

SUSPENDED  FOB  MON-PATMEin?  OF  DUBS: 
Bammerland,  Theodore  Trajmor,  Jamea— 3. 

DIED: 
Cook,  Herman  Albert  Harrey,  William  Kayonx,  Antoine— S. 

BEOAPrrULATlON : 

On  roll  per  last  report 108  Wlthdraim 4 

Exalted 6  Boapended  for  non-paym*t  does..    3 

Affiliated 8  Died S 

Bestored 1—118.  Now  borne  ;apon  the  roll 109—118. 


HOWARD  CHAPTER,  No.  14. 

8«A  Jaa9f  S«Ate  Clara  Comnty, 

Staled  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICEBSi 

William  Oaman  Breyfogle,  High  Priest,  Wm.  Nicholas  Castle,  Principdl  Sojourner, 

Harry  Barling,  King,  Wm.  Wallace  Daugherty,  B.  A.  Captain, 

Wilson  Hays,  Scribe,  Orange  Bcott  May,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Betom  Roberts,  Dreasurer,  John  Mott,  Master  Id  Vail, 

Charles  Wesley  Dix,  Secretary,  Henry  Howard  Cook,  Master  1st  Vail, 

Wm.  Henry  Haydock,  Copl.  of  (he  Host,  Jacob  Moser,  Quard. 

Past  Blfflk  Pri^sta  i 

Jared  Turner,  George  May,  Henry  Howard  Cook. 

Wm.  Alex.  January,  P.  O.  H,  P,    Wilbur  Justus  Willcox, 

BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Ackerly,  William  Oliver  Bradley,  Hugh  Johnson  Gardner,  David  Boyd 

Anderson,SanfierBrockw'y  Brown,  Jeremiah  Yancey  Galrand.  Louis 

Andrews,  Hardage  Lane  Brownell,  Lyman  Ackley  Gerdes,  John  Christian 

Arnold,  Austin  Buzza,  John  Trebilcock  Glllooly,  Lawrence  Burke 

Arnold,  Charles  Henry  Castle,  Alex.  Wilson  Hamilton,  Alonio  Bobbitt 

Bennett,  George  Edmund  Coffin,  Ohristop'r  Columbus  Headen,  Geo.  Thomas 

Bishop,  Samuel  Addison  Dunn,  Daniel  C  Hollenbeck,  Walter  Morr'n 

Black,  James  Francis  Essterday,  Bol  Warren  Holmes,  Parker  Bntterfleld 

Blair,  Thomas  Henry  Ellis,  William  Fred  Hopkins,  Isaiah  Utler 

Bodley,  Thomas  Fallon,  Thomas  Houghton,  Henry  Albert 

Boring,  Bamuel  Watson  Field,  Walter  Howard,  Yolney 

Bradlee,  Esra  Smith  Foote,  George  William  Jackson,  William  Andrew 
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Johnion,  Samael  William  Heldram,  Gharlts  B.  Stockton,  Nathaniel  Hiram 

Jones,  Hagh  Stevenson  Morey,  Hairey  Chapin  Spring,  Thaddeas  Warsaw 

Keith,  John  Matthew  Moyle,  Isaiah  Stnrges,  Mahlon  Beach 

Knight,  John  Ohnstein,  Oscar  Tisdale,  William  DeWltt 

Knpper,  Joseph  Benjamin  Peacock,  Geo.  Washington  Tobin,  Hichael 

Lenzen,  Theodore  Pritchard,  Edward  Tnlly,  Edward  GhalBn 

Lowrie,  John  Reither,  Jacob  Tnlly,  Pleasant  Briton 

Marston,  Samael  IngersoU  Bice,  Harvey  Newton  Yandine,  Eben 

Martin,  William  Joseph  Rowley,  Al banns  Beliger  Warthen,  Albert 

Mayers,  Christian  Rncker,  Joseph  Edmnndson  Weller,  Henry  OIp 

McGlosky,  Thomas  Sargent,  James  Pattee  Wells,  Proctor  R. 

McDongall,  Giles  Eggleston  Sexton,  William  Weymonth,  James  Lambert 

McKee,  Geo.  Batterfield  Scott,  Alexander  Franklin  Whidden,  George  Akerman 

MoLncas,  Alexander  Shaw,  Joseph  Nathan  Williams,  Edward 

McMortry,  William  Sharpe  Sim,  George  Woodrow,  Wm.  Lorkln 

Middleton,  Joseph  Traill  Stephens,  Colnmbns  Cecil  Yates,  Lorenzo  Gordin—lOO. 

WITHDBAWN: 
Allison,  William  DeWitt  Joyce,  William  Willia-.2. 

EZOLUDED : 
Brown,  Jacob  Newton— 1. 

DIED  : 

Brown,  James  Thomas         Henefee,  Joseph  Jefferson    Watson,  James  Hodges— 4. 
McKenzie,  Donald 

BEOAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 102  Withdrawn 2 

Exalted 8  Exclnded 1 

AfflUated »-107.    Died 4 

Now  borne  npon  the  roll 100—107. 


CYRUS  CHAPTER,  No.  16. 

8UUed  Mutinga,  second  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

OFFIOBRS  t 

John  Morris  Walbridge,  Sigh  Priest,        James  Vance,  Principal  Sojourner, 
Samael  White,  King,                                Cnrtis  Hooper  Pyle,  Boyal  Arch  (k^ptain, 
Abisha  Swain,  Scribe,                               Andrew  Edward  Schwatka,  Master  3d  VaU, 
William  McConnell,  TYeasforer,                  Clans  Schnackenberg,  Master  2d  VaU, 
John  William  Bird,  Secretary,                   Francis  Dnmas,  Master  1st  VaU, 
Alonzo  Emery  Raynes,  Oapt.  qfthe  Host, ,  Guard, 

Past  Hltfli  PrlMlsi 

Daniel  Ream,  James  Vance,  John  Morrla  Walbridge. 

Abiaha  Swain,  Aloniso  Emery  Raynes,  , 
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BOTAI.  ABCB  MAflONB : 

Amos,  Thomas  Fabricas,  Andrew  J&ckson  Nich«1i,  Heniy 

Brown,  Alex.  Mitchell  Horn,  David  Osterman,  Jnrgen 

Carrick,  Elijah  Hoaeman,  Loals  Owens,  Alexander 

Crooks,  And'w  Donaldson  Jones,  John  Johnson  Pellett,  Samuel 

Diggles,  Henry  Jonas  Knights,  George  Horace  Riley,  Francis 

Diggles,  James  Alden  Lang,  Joseph  Jr.  Rogers,  Franklin  Aogottiii 

Doten,  Josiah  Wilson  Lytle,  James  Alexander  Rostetter,  George 

Doney,  William  Kise  HcGonanghy,  James  Bhaw,  David  Henry 

Dnrand,  George  Newton,  Joel  Wadsworth,  Henry — 10. 
Eddy,  William  Gastleton 

WITHDRAWN: 

Monnet,  Loois— 1. 

EXOLUDKD : 
Hesaenauer,  John  Nichols  Thompson,  John  Waldo— 3. 

DIED: 
HcOoy,  James  Harvey— 1. 

BBCAFTTDLATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 48  Withdrawn 1 

Affiliated 1—44.      Excladed 2 

Died 1 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 40—44. 


ST.  JAMES  CHAFTEB,  No.  16. 


PltM«rvlll«,  Bl  Dorado  Comttjr* 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month. 


OFFICBRS  t 


George  Helm  Gilbert,  EUgh  Priest, 
Thomas  Fraser,  iTtn^, 
Bamael  Jemison  Alden,  Scribe, 
Gnisseppe  Roller!,  J^etuurer, 
Frederick  Ferd.  Barss,  Secretary, 
Chas.  Fitzgerald  Irwin,  OapL  ofiheSbst, 


Qoorge  Bnrnham,  Prineipal  Sojourner, 
Ohas  H.  Weatherwax,  Boyal  Arck  Oapt, 
And.  Thompson  Oalbertson,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Ohas.  John  Arvidsson,  Master  2d  Vail, 
And.  Jackson  Kennedy,  Master  let  Vail, 
Oarlo  G.  Oelio,.^uani. 


Frederick  Ferdinaiid  BsnB» 
Robert  Chalmers, 

Barlow,  Geo.  Washington 
Blakely,  Ansbnrn  Jackson 
Blancliard,  Geo.  Granville 
'  Bowe,  Edward  Young 
Broad,  Charles 
Caystile,  Thomas  John 
Chalmers,  George 
Christie,  Andrew  Jackson 
Orowder ,  Jeremiah  Jackson 
Dants,  Paul 


Past  tOgtk  Prlosta  t 

Charios  Fitzgerftld  Irwin,       George  Heim  Gilbert. 


ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS : 

Dench,  John  William 
Gel  wicks,  Daniel  William 
Hamel,  Henry 
Hnme,  James  Bnnyan 
Hanger,  Frederick 
Lohry,  Adam 
Mack,  George  Franklin 
Harray,  Nelson  Heiiry 
Mfller,  Daniel  Rice 
Norton,  Daniel  E. 


Page,  Horace  Franols 
Peirce,  Charles  Caleb 
Plamado,  Francis  Hilair 
Schneider,  John 
Ts^htmier,  Frederick 
Theisen,  John 
Verroaza,  Marco 
YanVoorhies,  Ralph  Jot*h 
Wonderlich,John 
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PAKTlUSXKBas 
ATinoino,  Nicola  BoMwirn,  Henry— 2. 

BE0AFITULATI05  ; 

On  roll  per  last  report 40  Now  borne  npon  the  roll 42. 

Affiliated 2.-42. 


LIBANUS  CHAPTER,  No.  17. 

loira  Hillc  Placer  Cornnty. 

Stated  Meetingaf^  Saturday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon, 

OFFICERS  t 

John  Floyd  Van  Divier,  High  Priest,  Peter  Newlar  Jaergensen,  Prin,  Sojourner » 

Edward  George  Spencer,  King,  Chester  Haokett,  Master  Sd  Vail, 

Jonathan  Mitchell  Smith,  /Scribe,  Henry  Stemple,  Master  2d  Vail, 

John  Schmitt,  Treasurer,  William  Christy,  Master  \st  Vail, 

"William  Wlj^pple  Poole,  Secretary,  James  Jasper  Rich,  Guard. 
John  Gonld  Bisbee,  Captain  of  the  Host, 

PmC  tagkk  PHeatfl  • 

William  Clinton  Rich,  James  Ross,  William  Whipple  Poole. 

ROTAL  ARCH  HASONB : 

Barrett,  Adams  Hughs,  Richard  Rogers  Mill,  William 

Bntler,  John  Ingersoll,  Darins  Mitchell,  Edward 

Cameron,  William  Jacobs,  James  Mnnroe  Mitchell,  John  Henry 

Chinn,  James  Weeks  Jones,  Owen  Smith,  William 

Coker,  Gonld  Carlton  Jnst,  John  Peter  White,  William  King— 31. 

Develey,  Henry  K;  Lewis,  Robert 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DX7E8: 
Jones,  Jehoaiklm — 1. 

BBOAFITUIiATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 31  Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  1 

Affiliated 1 — 32.      Now  borne  npon  the  roll 31— S3. 


QBASS  VALLEY  OHAFTEB,  No.  18. 

Gimee  Valley-,  Nevada  Coantj'. 

Stated  Meetings y  first  Wednesday 'Jn  each  month, 

OFFICBBSi 

Benben  Leach,  High  Priest,  Thomas  John^itchell,  Prin»  Sojourner, 

Jonathan  Converse  Clongh,  King,  Theodore  Henry  Wilhelm,  R.  A,  Capt» 

Peter  Johnston,  Scribe,  Alphonso  Morehonse,  Master  3d  Vail, 

John  Crisp  Coleman,  Treasurer,  George  Vincent,  Master  2d  Vail, 

George  Washington  Hill,  Secretary,  James  Champion,  Master  1st  Vail, 

William  Gordon  Hudson,  Cc^,  of  the  Host,  Edward  Houston  Whiting,  Guard. 


618 


BETUBNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  OHAPTEBS 


Past  Hl^li  Priest*  t 

Alfred  Barrett  Dibble,  Alez'r  BacbaDan  Brady,  Beaben  Leecb. 

William  McGormiok,  Edward  Coleman, 

BOYAL  ARCH  HASOKB  : 

Anderson,  Ang'taa  Peyton  Gad,  Bernard  Noonan,  Patrick 

Anderson,  Robert  Gluyas,  James  Pears,  Joseph 

Andrews,  James  Granger,  Samael  Pidsley,  Edward 

Angove,  John  Hand,  William  Dawson  Polgase,  John 

Bennallaok,  James  Hand,  William  Henry  Price,  Briscoe  Hngh 

Berg,  Alfred  Halleck,  Joseph  Rhatigan,  John 

Biokleman,  David  Harris,  Stephen  Mitchell  Roland,  Loois  Jerome 

Boniviert,  Paschal  Joseph  Hatch,  Martin  Payne  Sanders,  John 

Bryant,  David  Hooper,  James  Saxon,  Edward 

Bryant,  William  Henry  Husom,  Andrew  Saxon,  James 

Bnrnie,  Alexander  Jones,  William  G.  Smith,  Charles  Woolaon 

Caddy,  Richard  Kemp,  Robert  Spencer,  William  Kenyon 

Catron,  William  Kendig,  Daniel  Stoddard,  Alexander 

Clift,  William  Lawrence,  John  Stoddard,  Orlando 

Coombs,  William  Long,  Stephen  Stoddard,  Walter  Scott 

Coombe,  William  Lowrey,  Richard  Daniel  Stokes,  William  Charles 

Crocker,  John  Ross  Msjors,  John  Newton  Thompson,  John  Bnrns 

Dorsey,  John  Jacob  Mitchell,  William  Henry  Uphoff,  Herman 

Donglas,  William  Mitchell,  Charles  Henry  Vogelman,  Henry 

Danston,  William  Moore,  Stephen  Walker,  Thomas  RoUa 

Fairhorst,  Geo.  Washington  Noel,  Richard  Watt,  William— 81. 

Fricot,  Jules  Noel,  James  Olymer 

WITHDRAWN : 
Baun,  John  Frederick  Goad,  John  Cornelius  Sullivan,  John  Lyons— 3. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES : 
Bryan,  John  Albion  Findley,  Thomas  Noall,  James— 3. 

DIED: 
Burnett,  John  Stephens,  Henry  Randall— 2. 

RECAPITULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 83  Withdrawn 3 

Exalted 6—89.      Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  3 

Died 2 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 81—89* 


TRINITY  CHAPTER,  No.  19. 

WeaTerrllle,  Trinity  Comnty. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each  monih, 

OFPIOBRSt 

Wiley  James  Tinnin,  High  Priest,  John  William  Phillbrook,  Prin.  SqfKntmer, 

John  McMurry,  King,  Joel  Chilton  Wood,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 

William  Spencer  Lowden,  Scribe,  James  Harvey,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Otto  Volmers,  Treasurer,  Peter  Paulsen,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Morris  Franklin  Griffin,  Secretary,  David  Harden,  Master  1st  Vail, 

James  Madison  Pickett,  Capt.  oftheEoti,  Charles  John  Aug.  Goering,  Guard, 
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Olo  Christian  Christiansen, 

Black,  Peter  Patterson 
Deiner,  Gotlieb  Fred'lc 
Eastman,  Charles 
Given,  William  Cashing 
Haas,  Gotlieb  Frederick 
Harvey,  Alfred 


Past  Misftk  PrtMta  t 

John  Clifton  Mason, 

ROTAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Irwin,  John  Gwin 
Lowden,  Marshall  Horace 
Miller,  Thomas  Love 
Mnsser,  John 
Panlsen,  Jacob 
Raab,  Louis 


Wiley  James  Tinnin. 

Bowles,  James 
Smiley,  John  Wesley 
Smith,  Champion  W. 
Van  Hatre,  George 
Whitehead,  Adolph— 31. 


MABK  MA8TEB: 
Mortimer,  George— 1. 


PAST  MABTEB : 
Anderson,  Robert  Lawrence — I. 

BEOAPrrULATION  : 
On  roll  per  last  report 31.       Now  borne  npon  the  roll 31. 


FRANKLIN  CHAPTER,  No.  20. 

OroTille,  Bmtte  County, 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Thursdays  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS: 


Thomas  Callow,  High  Priest, 
Charles  Hart  Wilcox,  King, 
William  Edmonds,  Scribe, 
Frederick  John  Becker,  treasurer, 
Arthur  McDermott,  Secretary, 
Louis  Simons,  Captain  of  the  Host, 

Fast  mgh.  Priests  t 


Wallace  Homer  Chappele,PHn.  Sojourner, 
John  Carleton  Grey,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 
Thaibaud  Heintz,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Wm.  Patrick  McDermott,  Master  2d  Vail, 
David  King  Perkins.  Master  Ui  Vail, 
John  Oonstantine  Mitchell,  Ouard, 


Thomas  Callow, 
Charles  Fayette  Lott, 

Baylis,  David 
Beall,  John 
Block,  Joseph 
Branscomb,  John 
Buchanan,  Philander 
Burroughs,  Charles 
Byler,  Eldridge  Mallard 
Davis,  Edward  Jennings 
Dyer,  Geo.  Washington 
Faulkner,  Thomas 
Fleming,  Thomas  Bobert 
Glass,  Louis 


George  Clement  Perkins,      Thomas  Jarrett  Jenkins, 
Arthur  McDermott,  George  Henry  Crosette. 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASOKS : 

Goodday,  Louis  Nelson,  John 

Grubbs,  Bichard  Champion  Parker,  Balzemond 


Hays,  David  Bright 
Hendricks,  Thomas 
Hewitt,  John  Boughton 
Hida,  Jehu 

Hundley,  Patrick  Ogilsby 
Hutchings,  Thomas  Boyd 


Plum,  Nathaniel  Dunbar 
Powell,  David 
Buggies,  Elisha  Starr 
Shear,  George 
Sparks,  Ebenezer  Morrison 
Steams,  Amos  Kies 
Tabor,  Floyd 


Bean,  Jackson 

MABK  MASTSB: 
Eenney,  Leander— I. 


Jackson,  St.  John 

Lawson,  Andrew  Jackson  Wagner,  Frank 

Logan,  James  Columbus  Wells,  Michael  Henry 

Meredith,  John  Bobert  Young,  Henry  G.— 62. 

PAST  MASTEBS  : 

Butler,  Charles  Frederick— 2. 


DIED:     . 

Gallinger,  Abraham  G.^1. 
BEOAPITULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 48  Died 1 

Exalted '. 6—^3.    .  Now  borne  upon  the  roll 62—63. 
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SIEBBA  CH AFTER.  No.  21. 

Dowatevlll0a  Stenm  Covnty. 

Stated  Meetings,  Saturday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon, 

OFFICBBSi 

William  Thompson  Luther,  Bigh  Priest,  WafshiDgton  Oicero  Doad,  Prin.  Sofoum&r, 

BeDjamin  Pauley,  King,  Joseph  Berg,  Boyal  Arch  Oaptain, 

Hiram  George  Weir,  Scribe,  George  C.  tfartin.  Master  9d  VaU, 

Henry  Haddon  Pardy,  2V*ea«urer,  John  Angost  Blohm,  Master  2d  Vail, 

William  Ryan,  Secretary,  Valentine  Hartling,  Master  Ist  VaU, 

Henry  Strange,  Captain  of  the  Host, ,  Guard, 

Fast  HliTli  Priests : 

Henry  Warner,  Washington  Cicero  Doad,  William  Thompson  Luther. 

BOTAL  AEOH  MASOKS  : 

Abbey,  George  Henry  Ellery,  Henry,  Jr.  Picken,  Alexander 

Anderson,  Andrew  Erschbacker,  Franz  Antoine  Ross,  John 

Bernhardt,  Lewis  Gale,  John  Bhawness,  John 

Bradbury,  John  T.  Hanley,  William  A.  Thorn,  Alexander 

Busch,  Angost  Christopher  Jones,  John  Oscar  Thomas,  Henry 

Byington.  Lewis  Malone,  Rowland  Cosin  Wallace,  Hiram  Wilsey 

Clnte,  John  Howard  McGregor,  James  West,  JohnThorrensnes 

Oreveling,  Elemuel  N.  L.  McNanghton,  James  Wilkins,  William— 38. 

Crooks,  James  Brown  Peacock,  James  Richard 

ICABE  ICASTEB: 
Williams,  Thomas— L 

WITHDRAWN: 
Asher,  Alexander  Branch  Gnnsolos,  William  Henry— 2. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  MON  J>AYH£MT  OF  DUES  : 
Stewart,  Samnel  Curtis  Thatcher,  Peter— 2. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 42       Withdrawn 2 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  doea.  2 
Kow*born6  upon  the  roll 88   A3. 


PETALUMA  CHAPTER,  No.  22. 

Pietaluma*  Sonoma  Oomtiy. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  fium(k. 

OFFIOEBS I 

James  Slngley,  High  Priest,  John  Wm.  McClymonds,  Prin,  Sofoumer, 

William  Barnabas  Haskell,  Kisig,  William  Samuel  Keays,  E.  A.  Captain, 

Alexander  Lackey,  Scribe,  Thomas  Robert  Jacobs,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Joseph  Martin  Bowles,  treasurer,  Herman  Albert  Heineken  JIfaster  2d  YaU, 

Josiah  Hor  Crane,  Secretary,  John  Bauer,  Master  1st  VaU, 

KarouB  Dyatheka  Goshen,  Capt,  of  (he  Bost,  William  Hasen  Rugg,  Guard. 
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James  Singley, 

Thomafl  Jeflbrson  Graham, 

Allen,  William  Thomas 
Bean,  Asahel  Adama 
Bihler,  William 
Carpenter,  William 
Oavanagb,  John 
Cox,  William  Emery 
DrejfoBs,  Edward 
Fairbanks,  Hiram  Tobbart 
Falkner,  Miles  Henry 
Hanbrick,  Leonard 


Past  Bdgh.  Prt«atsi 

Benjamin  Franklin  Tnttle,        Oscar  Valentine  Walke/. 


BOTAL  ARCH  MA80KS: 

Eahn,  Achille 
Knowles,  James  Hnlme 
Kaffel,  Isaac 
Iferritt,  John 
MoflBt,  John 
Pedrazini,  Lonis 
Pierce,  Abraham  Jewell 
Poehlroann,  Conrad 
Polk,  Charles  Ephraim 

MASK  MASTER: 
Schwartz,  John->l. 


Schroyer,  Aaron 
Taft,  Hiram  Fayette 
Tempel,  Conrad 
Tomasini,  Louis 
Tomasini,  Juliano 
Wing,  Daniel  Swift 
Yoemans,  Charles 
Yonng,  Henry  Joseph 
Zook,  Francis  Knrtz — 43. 


WITHDRAWN: 
Anderson,  James  Wright  Shone,  Thomas — 2. 

EXCLUDED : 
Magnire,  James  Foster— 1. 

RECAPITULATIOK: 

On  roll  per  last  report 39  Withdrawn 2 

Exalted 6  Excluded 1 

Affiliated 1—46.      Now  borne  upon  the  roll 43^46. 


OLIVER  CHAPTER,  No.  23. 

Forvst  Hill*  Placer  fyovnty. 

Stated  Meetings^  fir$t  Saturday  after  Futt  Moon. 

OFFICBRS I 


Francis  Walker  Allen,  High  Priest, 
Christian  Volland.  King, 
Peyton  Powell,  Scribe, 
Martin  Bamum  Tnbbs,  Treasurer , 
Joel  Franklin  Smith,  Secretary, 
Erskine  Allen,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


Ambrose  Hall  Cowden,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Jacob  Lock  Walker,  R.  A,  Captain, 
John  Tikell,  Master  Sd  Vail, 
James  Hodges,  Master  2d  VaU, 
Charles  Trafton,  Master  Ist  VaU, 
Louis  Blnmenthal,  Guard, 


BuBSell  Parkhnrst, 

Allen,  John  E. 
Byrd,  Jacob  Warwick 
Breece,  Abram 
Carter,  John  FranUin 
DaTis,  John  Lloyd 
Dewey,  Chas.  Hitchcock 


Past  Hlffli  Priests  I 

James  Russell  Glover, 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS. 

Fast,  John  Henry  Adolph 
Goff,  Abner  W. 
Hosmer,  Daniel  Mansfield 


Ambrose  Hall  Cowden. 

Jones,  John  D. 
Lynd,  Charles 
White,  Walter  Raleigh 


Hosmer,  Thomas  Norwood   Willard,  Simeon  Sylvester 
Huntley,  Asahel  Williams,  Richard— 31. 

Johnson,  Magnies 


RECAPITULATION  : 
On  roll  par  last  report 31.        Now  borne  upon  the  roll 31. 

12 
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BETX7BNB  OF  SUBOBDINATE  CHAPTERS 


LA  FAYETTE  CHAPTER,  No.  24. 

ComptonTiUe,  TvilMt  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon. 

OFFICBRB  t 

Richard  Maot,  Bigh  Priest,  Silas  Sherman  Baker,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Carlos  Frederick  Mansor,  King,  Yalentiae  Cook  Mctf array,  IL  A.  Captain, 

John  George  McLellan,  Scribe,  William  Alexander  Meek,  Meuter  3d  Vail, 

Josiah  Perkins  Brown,  Treasurer,  David  Calvin,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Stephen  Spencer,  Seoretary,  Joseph  Henry  Fuller,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Otis  Nelson  Harrow,  Capt,  cf  the  Host,  Peter  Rnssell,  Guard* 


Josiah  Perkins  Brown, 
John  George  MoLellan, 

Arnott,  James 
Baker,  Richard 
Beaman,  John  Henry 


Fast  Hl^lft  Prtostsi 

Richard  Mont, 


Valentine  Cook  McMnrray. 


On  roll  per  last  report. 


BOTAL  ABCH  MAS0K8 : 

Covey,  Eugene  Beanhamais 

Ellas,  Isaac 

Gibson,  William  Walker 

WITHDRAWN  I 
Yariel,  Joshua  Hatchings. 

BEOAPITULATION : 
...22       Withdrawn.... 


Landecker,  David  Henry 
Nelson,  James 
O'Hara,  Charles— 21. 


Now  borne  upon  the  roll 21—32. 


GEORQETOWN  CHAPTER,  No.  26. 

Ctoor^^toiirii,  BI  Dorado  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  Saturday  of  or  next  succeeding  FuU  Moon. 

OFFIOBRSt 

Samuel  Doncaster,  Bigh  Priest,  John  Dodd  Skinner,  Prtn.  Scjotamer, 

Solomon  Adam  Berry,  King,  James  Moon,  Boyai  Arch  Captain, 

Edwin  R.  Pease,  Scribe,  Henry  Grove  Maltby,  Master  3d  VaU, 

EUjah  Harper  Watson,  Treasurer,  Frederick  Lagerson,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Isaac  Priestley  Jackson,  Secretary,  De  Witt  Clinton  Benjamin,lfaster  l$t  VaU, 

Henry  Warren  Rnssell,  Capt.  of  Vie  Bost,  John  Paul  Jones  Davison,  Guard. 


William  Ronsh, 
John  Ernest  Kunkler, 
Samuel  Doncaster, 

Anderson,  William  Carey 
Bassi,  Giosni 
Carter,  John  Elliot 
Downs,  John  L. 


Past  Mkgh.  Priests  t 

Henry  Warren  Russell,         James  Moon, 

Geo.  Washington  Hunter,     Ellison  Lassell  Crawford. 

John  Dodd  Skinner, 


BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS  : 

Fillipini,  Rinaldo 
Fleishman,  Jacob 
Jillson,  Emmett 
Jones,  Thomas  Edward 


Dunahoo,  Wm.  Washington  Lawyer,  John  Jay 
Epps,  Tinsle'y  Burton  Harkle,  John  Alexander 


McNevin,  Henry  Patrick 
Pedrini,  Cipriano 
Pedrini,  Massimino 
Spencer,  Willis  Eugene 
Wade,  John— 33. 


On  roll  per  last  report. 


RECAPITULATION  : 

...  33.      Now  borne  npon  the  roll 


.33. 
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OAKLAND  CHAPTER,  No.  26. 

Oakland*  Alam«da  County. 

Staled  Meetinos.  first  arid  third  Thursdays  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 

Thatcher  Peter  Wales,  High  Priest,  John  Ragland  Glascock,  Prtn.  Sojourner, 

James  Todd  Gardiner,  King,  John  Carleton  Marsh,  RoyaJL  Arch  Captain, 

John  Clark  Irwin,  Scribe,  Daniel  Henry  Everett,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Samnel  Hirshberg,  Treasurer,  Isaac  Ayer,  Master  2d  Vail, 

Frank  Howard  Brooks,  Secretary,  Louis  Carmick  Kerr,  Master  1st  Vail, 

Geo.  Edward  Bennison,  Oapt,  of  the  Host,  Alexander  Gemmell,  Ouard, 

Past  Hltfli  Priests  I 

Jeremiah  Elkins  Whitcher,  Thatcher  Peter  Wales,  William  Bart  Clayton. 

Benjamin  Akerly, 

BOYAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Ayres,  William  Henry  Farwell,  George  Elliott  Marr,  Archibald  Campbell 

Bagge,  Christian  Francis,  Samnel  Marsh,  Charles  Pantier 

Baker,  Peter  Gabb,  William  Moore  McEeen,  Albert  Atwater 

Blair,  George  M.  Greenhood,  Jacob  McKen^ie, William  Williami 

Bolton,  William  Grosso,  Constantino  Milligan,  Henry  Gilbert 

Brooks,  James  Marcns  Haeike,  Hellwig  Leopold  Newson,  John  J. 

Burner,  John  Davis  Hall,  Joseph  Lee  Nolan,  Stephen 

Carlton,  George  Henry  Harlow,  William  Stnrtevant  Rasmnseen,  Hans 

Carrick,  John  Willard  Harwood,  Wm.  Douglass  Reid,  Charles  Wood 

Chapman,  Lemuel  Gulliver  Henninger,  Frederick  Ruth,  John 

Clark,  Marion  Hill,  William  Henry  Ryttenberg,  Isaac  Daniel 

Cooms,  Henry  Hillebrand,  Henry  Shattnck,  Francis  K. 

Conley,  Charles  Hitchcock,  Htntf  Elisha  Shi  man,  John  Lewis 

Cordes,  Paul  Henry  Hobbs,  Levit  Moses  Smith,  Elzaphan  Ithamon    • 

Crane,  William  Watrous,  Jr.  Janssen,  Ernest  F.  George  Soyder,  Lyman  Nutt 

Cunningham,  Patrick  James  Kennedy,  William  Van  Voorhies,  William 

Cnshing.  Clinton  Lament,  Thomas  Warner,  Franklin 

Delger,  Frederick  Lentell,  James  Watson,  WilUamCallaghan 

DIeves,  Joseph  Lloyd,  Robert  Williams,  Marc  Anthony 

Estrado,  Frederick  Luelliog,  Oregon  C.  Williams,  Nicholas 

Evers,  John  Henry  Mann,  Benjamin  Franklin  Zabel,  Julius— 78. 

RE8T0BED: 
Chapman,  Lemuel  Gulliver  Estrado,  Frederick— 2. 

WITHDBAWN: 
Block,  Emanuel  David  ~l. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NONPAYMENT  OF  DUES : 

Elliott,  Mathew  McCord,  William  P.  Trogdoo,  Willy  Henderson— 6. 

Howe,  Micah  Mead  Searing,  William  Smith 

DIED: 

Chisholm,  John  Boss,  John— 2. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 63  Withdrawn 1 

Exalted 18  Suspended  for  non-payment  dues  6 

Restored 2  Died * 2 

Affiliated 3—86.  Now  borne  upon  the  roll 78—86. 
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BETUBNS  OV  STTBOBDINATE  CHAPTEBS 


DELTA  CHAPTER,  No.  27. 

Anburn,  Placer  Coontjr. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Saturday  succeeding  FuU  Moon  in  each  month, 

OPFICBRSi 

John  Thompson  Einkade,  JJi^^  Priest,  Benj.  Dalanj  Dannam,  Prin,  Sqjowmer, 

Edward  Frederick  Holla,  King,  Adrian  Storie  Whittemore,  R,  A.  Captain, 

William  Frederick  Schaetze,  Scribe,  Isidor  Leyison,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Orrin  Whitcomb  Hoilenbeck,  Treasurer,  William  Barter,  Master  2d  Vail, 

David  Wlademer  Lubeck,  Secretary,  John  Nay  Taylor,  Master  1st  Vail, 

Charles  John  Hellwig,  Capt  of  the  Host,  Matts  Sundholm,  Ghtard. 


Fast  High.  Priests  I 

John  Rigga  Crandall,  Charles  John  Hellwig, 

ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS: 
Applegate,  Geo. Washington  Greene,  William  George 


Borland,  James 
Burchard,  James  Philo 
Coleman,  Timothy 
Connor,  John  Michael 
Curl,  Lonis 

Curtis,  Henry  Chittenden 
Dickinson,  Thomas 
ErUe. John 
Fulweiler,  John  Matthias 


Griffith.  Griffith 
Harper,  Thomas  Bnrrell 
Ketchnm,  Marvin 
Lindsey,  Joseph  Alex. 
Lux,  Francis  Antone 
McBride,  John 
Mullen,  William  Henry 
Pratt,  Jonathan  Davis 


John  Thompson  Klnkade 

• 

Predmore,  Gera  Bretton 
Rnaing,  Edward  8 
Schaetze,  Albert  Henry 
Shepherd,  Harper  Michael 
Smith,  Edward  Gay 
Stonecipher,  Isaac 
Waldron,  Mahlon 
Wardwell,  Jarios  Vespasian 
Winders,  John  Robert— 41. 


MARK  MASTERS: 

Phillips,  Joseph  Eva       Roberts,  William  Robert       Severance,  William  Wallace— S. 

WITHDRAWN ; 
Laven,  James  Andrew— 1. 

RECAPITULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 39  Withdrawn 1 

Exalted 3—42.      Now  borne  npon  the  roll 41—42. 


STOCKTON  CHAPTER,  No.  28. 

Stoekton,  San  Joaquin  Conntjr. 

Stated  Meetings,  fourth  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRS  t 


George  Alex.  McEenzie,  High  Priest, 

William  Graham,  King, 

Isaac  Lothrop,  Scribe, 

Edward  Richard  Hedges,  7)reasurer, 

Lemuel  Elisha  Lyon,  Secretary, 

Doran  L.  Campbell,  Captain  of  (he  Bosl, 


Edward  Scott,  Principal  Scjottmer, 
Joseph  Fyfe,  Boy  at  Arch  Captain, 
Geo.  Faulkenb'h  Smith,  Master  Zd  VaS, 
Jalins  Robert  Steiny,  Master  2d  VaU, 
James  Edgar  Reqna,  Master  1st  VaU, 
John  Robert  Scott  Jackson,  Ouard, 
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Past  Mkgh.  Prtestfl  • 

Royal  Bellows  Parker,  Edward  Richard  Hedges, 

Gilbert  Barnett  Claiborne,    Thomas  Kent  Hook, 


Alexander  Chalmers. 


BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 


Bailey,  Lamartine  Edward 
Bargion,  Peter 
Barnes,  Harvey  Stevens* 
Belding,  Charles 
Beritzhof^  Alex.  Charles 
Berry,  Frederic  T. 
Bertrand,  Lonis 
Bond,  Morris  Hartwell 
Brown,  Philip  Thomas 
Brntschy,  Charles 
Backley,  Wm.  Samael 
Caine,  John 

Campbell,  Wa8h.La  Fayette 
Castle,  Christ'r  Champlin 
Cavis,  Joseph  Mills 
Choate,  Thomas  Baker 
Cooper,  Calvin  Savage 
Daniels,  James  Moore 
Driver,  Thomas 
Dyke,  Ozro  D. 
Sldridge,  Edward  Daane 
Eldridge,  Bamoel 
Elliott,  Lyman  Weston 


Evans,  George  Spofford        Peters,  Joseph  D. 
Fanning,  Howard  Malcomb  Phelps,  Joseph  Larose 
Fletcher,  Willard  Franklin   Banney,  Sallivan 
Fraser,  Philip  Barry  Boseman,  Ferdinand 

Foote,  Henry  Lewis  Seilnacht,  Frank 

Gardner,  Thomas  M.  Selden,  James  Richard 

Harrold,  Nathaniel  Siggons  Shaw,  Henry  Coffin 


Hickman,  Edward 
Hildreth,  George  Francis 
Hodgkins,  Henry 
Hosmer,  John  Allen 
Haghes,  Henry  John 


Slmrtleff,  George  Augnstna 
Smith,  James  Caldwell 
Stewart,  Frank 
Stockton,  Elias  Alonso 
Swain,  Comelins 


Jamieson,  And.  Robertson    Taylor,  Hngh  Woodmll 


Jockers,  David 
Keeler,  William  Henry 
Kirkland,  William 
McCleary,  John 
Milco,  Nicola 
Misener,  Norman  Sumner 
Norton,  Bdward 
Orr,  Nelson  Mills 
Panlk,  Charles  Cyrus 


Taylor,  Ed.  H*y  Courtnay 
Thresher,  Minord  Sprague 
Tilghman,  George 
Thompson,  John  William 
Tucker,  Frederick  Man 
Vance,  John  Anderson 
Wasley,  John 
Waterman,  Sylv'r  Dexter 
Wright,  John  Bascomb 

—83. 


WITHDRAWN : 
Ireland,  Elias— 1. 


DIEDf 
"Jaeger,  Henry— 1. 


RSOAPrrULATION  : 
On  roll  per  last  report 80  Wilhdrawn , 


Exalted 3 

AlBliated 2-86. 


1 

Died 1 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 83 — 86. 


MANZANITA  OHAPTBR.  No.  29. 

NorUi  San  Juan,  Nevada  Covmty. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  Friday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 


John  Storer  McBride,  Bigh  PrieH, 
George  Cummings  Spooner,  King, 
Joseph  Gordon  Dickson,  Soribe, 
John  Ambrose  Seely,  lyeasurer, 
Eton  White,  Secretary, 
Henry  Hudson  Rich,  OapL  of  the  Host, 


Frank  Napoleon  Morris,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Charles  Edward  Lancaster,  M.  A.  Captain, 
John  Trood,  Master  3d  Vail, 
James  Lamberton  Mclntire ,  MasterTd  Vail, 
John  German,  Master  1st  Vail, 
Alonso  Willis  Ovitt,  Guard. 
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RETURNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS 


Past  Wigh.  Priests  t 

John  Ambrose  Seely,  John  Benedick  Hanter,  John  Storer  If cBride. 

BOTAL  ABGH  MABONS : 

Atwater,  Henry  Donning,  William  McCoy,  John 

Ayer,  Leonard  Barney,  Fitter,  John  Morgan,  John  Thomas 

Bank,  Frederick  William  Freeman,  Thomas  Netter,  Nathan 

Beard,  James  Edward  Farth,  Simon  Noblet,  William  Berry 

fiell,  Vincent  George  Harris  Thomas  Pascoe,  Erasmus 

Bnhring,  Lonis  Helwig,  John  Henry  Phillips,  Reuben 

Butler,  Patrick  Henry  Henderson,  Duncan  Powell,  Reginald 

Bremont,  Camille  Gustave  Hickman,  John  Clayborne    Reddington,  James 

Bristow,  William  Huff,  William  Stone,  John 

Cadwallader,  Niram  Inder,  Job  Staples  Stokes,  David 

Chisholm,  James  Jepsen,  Christian  Otto  Swan,  Anson  Bnrlingame 

Courter,  Henry  Farley  Jepsen,  Jacob  Thomas,  Richard 

Cull,  Henry  Lewellyn,  Daniel  Treanor,  James  McWade 

Cunard,  James  Henry  McCnllough,  James  Trood,  William 

Davis,  William  Morgan  McMurray,  Robert  Tucker,  Joseph  Bernard--<58. 

RESTORED: 
Henderson,  Duncan— 1. 

WITHDBAWN: 
McNnlty,  Henry— 1. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES  : 
Westerfield,  William  Jackson— 1. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report n53  Withdrawn I 

Exalted 6  Suspended  fernon>payment  dues.  1 

Restored 1—60.      Now  borne  upon  the  roll 58>-60. 


NAPA  CHAPTER,  No.  30. 

Napa,  Napa  Covmty. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Fridays  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS! 

Henry  Hay  Knapp,  Principal  Sqjoumer, 


William  Bradford,  High  Priest, 
Beeby  Robinson,  King, 
William  Henry  Holliday,  Scribe, 
Peter  Van  Bever,  Treasurer, 


Daniel  Burrell  Parks,  Royal  Arch  CViptoim 
David  Leopold  Haas,  Master  3d  Vail, 
John  Hawks,  Master  2d  VaU, 
Wm.CourteniusScheDckSmith,5wretor2/,  George  Hart,  Master  \st  VaU, 
Robert  Crouch,  Captain  qf  the  Host,  Amos  Smith  Knapp,  Ouard. 

Past  Hiiplft  Frl«stsi 

Henry  Hay  Knapp,  Ralph  Ellis,  William  Bradford. 

Robert  Crouch, 
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Amstntz,  Henry  LoaiB 
Andrews,  William 
Briggs,  Sebra 
Brown,  Jacob  Barry 
Carver,  Damsdill  Barr 
Clark,  Samael  Oilman 
Corwin,  Loois  Marion 
Davis,  James  Richardson 
Drysdale,  Jas.  Sammerfield 


BOTAL  ABOH  MASOKS: 

Ellis,  Frederick  Plnmmer 
Everts,  Charles  Nicholas 
Fisher,  William  Frederick 
Ford,  George  Wellman 
Getz,  Marcus 
Greer,  Thomas 
Haas,  Martin  Lnther 
Hoover,  John 
Mecklenbarg,  Joseph 

BECAPirniATION: 


Miller,  Francis  Ashbnry 
Sampson,  Andrew 
Sayward,  James  Wheaton 
Schoenwald,  George 
Shaw,  Matthew 
Sterling,  Robert  Henry 
Tacker,  Nion  Robert 
Wines,  Charles  Backley 
Zollner,  John  Ferdinand— 41. 


On  roll  per  last  report 41 

Exalted 1—42. 


Eroneously  reported  last  year. ...  1 
Now  borne  upon  the  roll 41—42. 


MARTINEZ  CHAPTER,  No.  31. 

Martinem,  Contra  Costa  County* 

SicUed  Meetings,  Monday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon. 

OFFICBBSt 

Thomas  Allen  Brown,  High  Priest,  Isidor  Weiss,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Lewis  Cass  Wittenmeyer,  King,  William  Girvan,  Royal  Aroh  Captain, 

Bimon  Blam,  Scribe,  Solomon  Newberger,  Master  M  Vail, 

William  Morrill  Hale,  Treasurm',  Barry  Baldwin,  Master  2d  Vail, 

George  Atwood  Sherman,  Secretary,         John  Tacker,  Master  1st  Vaii, 
William  Henry  Backley,  Captain  of  Host,  Warren  Brown,  Ouard. 


Warren  Brown, 
Thomas  Allen  Brown, 

Bennett,  George  J 
Carter,  Thomas  Orlando 
Compton,  William 
Fernandez,  Bernardo 
Gallagher,  Henry  Clay 
Gray,  James 
Hard,  Roswell  Bart 
Lambert,  Hiram 

Fraser,  Daniel 


Past  'Blfflk  Prtestsi 

Hiram  Mills, 
William  MorriU  Hale, 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS: 

Mathews,  Felix  A. 
Moore,  John  Adams 
O'Brien,  John  Conlin 
Rankin,  James 


Lewis  Cass  Wittenmeyer. 


Toars,  Jacobas 
Troy,  John  Henry 
Tnrner,  Benjamin  Coffin 
Wall,  Gteorge 


Raggles,  Charles  Aagnstas   Walker,  James  Toomay 


Shepard,  Mark 
Shreeve,  Benjamin 
Slitz,  John 

DIED: 


Wiggins,  George 
Wright,  George  Crelghton 

—36. 


Sharp,  Smith  Robinson— 2. 


BEOAPITTTLATION: 

On  roll  per  last  report 36  Died 2 

Exalted 2—48.       Now  borne  upon  the  roll 36—38. 
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LOS  ANGELES  CHAPTER,  No.  33. 
Stated  Meetings^  second  Monday  in  each  month. 


Bamnel  Calvert  Poy,  High  Priest, 

James  Seth  Crawford,  Eing, 

Michel  Leyy,  8orib€y 

Bamael  Meyer,  Treasurer, 

Bamnel  Prager,  Secretary, 

Ansel  MeliD  Bragg,  Captain  of  (he  Host, 


OFFICBRSi 

Thomas  Edwin  Rowan,  Prin.  Sojowmsr, 
Moritz  Morris,  Royal  Arch  Goptain, 
Thomas  Scally,  Master  3d  Vail, 
George  Rawson  Butler,  Master  2d  Fat/, 
Michael  Edward  Ryan,  Master  ist  VaU^ 
Herman  Niedecken,  Guard, 


Past  High.  Priest*  i 

Abraham  Wolf  Edelman,     Francis  Pliny  Fiske  Temple,     Bamnel  Calvert  Foy. 
Henry  Sayre  Orme,  Samuel  Prager, 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 

Grymes,  George  Anderson 
Hammel,  Henry 
Hewitt,  Elbridge  Edward 
Hinds,  George 
Hitchcock,  Elijah  Benton 
Jackson,  Robert  Everett 
Jacobs,  Lewis 
Jacoby,  Nathan 
Jaeger,  Lewis  J.  F. 
Kidd,Wm.  Henry  Archibald 
Lambie,  William  Thomas 
Lambonme,  Frederick 
Lazzarovich,  John 
Leconvrenr,  Frank 
Loew,  Jacob 
Long,  Jerry 
Melton,  William  Jasper 

RESTORED: 
Weil,  Jacob— 1. 

WITHDRAWN: 
Stanway,  Thomas  S.— 1. 

DIED: 
Fisher,  Edward  Emerson— 1. 

RECAPITULATION : 
On  roll  per  last  report 68  Withdrawn  . . . 


Alexander,  Henry  Nash 
Allen,  Gabriel 
Barrows,  Henry  Dwight 
Bamch,  Jacob 
Bassett,  James  Madison 
Bennett,  Silas 
BniThm,  William  Mansfield 
Bmning,  Henry  Nicholas 
Brunson,  Anson 
Burns,  James  Franklin 
Campbell,  Al.  Melancthon 
Cohen,  Solomon 
Craigne,  Solon  William 
Denker,  Andrew  Henry 
Downey,  John  Gately 
Dncommun,  Charles  Louis 
Qross,  Frederick 


Meyerstein,  Herman 
Michaelis,  Marcus 
Narbonne,  NathU  Andrew 
Portugal,  Adolph 
Reynolds,  John  Jefferson 
Ryan,  Andrew  William 
Salter,  Anton 
Spence,  Edward  Fallis 
Spratt,  James  W. 
Stannard,  Benjamin  Asa 
Stewart,  Granville  Quincy 
Temple,  Thomas  Workman 
Thompson,  Peter 
Well,  Jacob 
Weston,  Benjamin  S. 
Yapp,  Frederick  Geo«— 66. 


Exalted 6 

Restored 1 

AffiUated 3—67. 


1 

Died 1 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 65 — 67. 
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ALTURUS  CHAPTER,  No.  34. 

Ita  Porte,  PlamMi  County. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  Saturday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBBS  t 

Thomas  AIodzo  McFarland,  High  Priest ^  BenJ.  Jacob  Sammons,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

John  Hiram  Thomas,  King,  Gilbert  McDonald ,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 

John  Donglasfi,  Scribe,  John  Carr  McParland,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Benjamin  Wilcox  Barnes,  Drsasurer,  Mortimer  Worton,  Master  2d  Vaii, 

Dixon  Brabban,  Secretary,  Robert  Pagan  Patterson,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Maxwell  Gaddis  Hill,  Captain  of  the  Host,  William  Alexander  Brown,  Ouard, 

Fast  Hlfflt  Prieatat 

Abel  McFarland,  Elias  Anderson,  Maxwell  Gaddis  Hill. 

Benjamin  Wilcox  Barnes,        John  Wesley  Jenkins, 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASOKS : 

Boring,  Isaac  Campbell        Hendel,  Charles  William  Schofleld,  Mark 

Chittenden,  Henry  Hatfield  Kling,  Francis  Joseph  Schnlts,  John  Frederick 

Clough,  Greenleaf  Greeley   Lloyd,  John  Preston  Small,  Jacob 

Cox,  George  Washington      McLeod,  George  Smith,  Charles 

Dempster,  James  Bobson,  Angnst  Frederick  Sutherland,  Roderick 

Decombes,  Francis  Ruppert,  Charles  Thorn,  William  Davis 

Dwinel,  Aaron  Lorenzo        Schofleld,  Miles  Ward,  William— 37. 
Edwards,  James  Edwin 

WITHDRAWN: 
Stone,  Edwin  Variel,  Robert  H'y  Fauntleroy— 2. 

BEGAPrrULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 36  Withdrawn 2 

Exalted 3—39.      Now  borne  upon  the  roll 37—39. 


NAVAL  CHAPTER,  No.  36. 

Tallojo,  Solano  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  Wednesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBBS  I 

James  Roney,  High  Priest,  Charles  Daly,  Prmoipal  Sojourner, 

Orrin  Hartwell  Butler,  King,  George  Elvin  Sides,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 

Benjamin  Benas,  iScri^e,  Thomas  Jefferson  Crowley  Mastered  VaU, 

Edward  Thompson  Starr,  Treasurer,  Cyrenias  Blackman  Denio,  Master  2d  VaU, 

George  Fayette  Mallett,  Secretary,  Alex.  Bertsch  Bertoschky,  Masier  \si  Vait, 

Jonathan  Bond,  Captain  of  (he  Host,  John  Thompson,  Guard, 

Past  Hltflt  Priests  i 

John  Mills  Browne,  Alex.  Hopkins  Hichbom,     Charles  Daly, 

Mattison  Myers,  George  Fayette  Mallett,       Frank  Douglas  Mead. 

Osgood  Hilton, 


630  BETUENS  OP  SUBORDINATE  OHAPTEBS 

BOYAli  ABOH  MASONS : 

AdeD,  Remmer  JohaoD  R.  Harrier,  Daniel  Webster  Rothenbash,  Peter 

Aden,  Remmer  John  Henderson,  Orrington  Lunt  Roands,  George 

Aden,  Remmers  Jlfelchert  Higson,  Frederick  Delmer  Ratherford,  David 

Anderson,  Henry  Hilborn,  Samuel  Greely  Sailor,  John  Henry 

Brown,  Roswell  Homer  Hobbs,  Isaac  Savage,  Thomas 

Brownlie,  John  Holmes,  Ensign  Kimball  Sbillingsbarg,  William 

Brace,  Henry  Irving,  Andrew  Kerr  Smith,  John  Daniel 

Garter,  William  Jordan,  James  Rowland  Snow,  Hiram  Kiiig 

Chandler,  Robert  Laviere,  Frank  Spencer,  John  Abram 

Claoson,  August  Ernst  Little,  Samnel  Taylor,  Byron  Isaac 

Clark,  William  Henry  McCobb,  Abiel  Henry  Thomas,  John 

Dare,  John  Thomas  McCool,  Daniel  Miller  Titcomb,  John  Locke 

Drake,  Frank  McDaniel,  Roland  Jackson  Toothaker,  Harvey  Pnringfn 

Drake,  Franklin  Jeremiah  McLees,  Edmund  Topley,  James 

Edgcombe,  Joseph  Collins  MoPike,  Andrew  Jackson  Tripp,  William  Henry 

Farley,  Dallas  Jones  Morse,  Charles  Alonzo  Voorhies,  Albert  Panona 

Fassett,  Thomas  Odion  Perkins,  Alonzo  Wall,  Charles  John 

Ferebee,  Nel'n  McPherson  Pettis,  William  Henry  West,  Daniel 

Frey,  John  Phillips,  James  Whitman,  Rossell 

Frisby,  William  Edward  Plaisted,  George  Pomroy  Willats,  Edward  Albert 

Garland,  Frank  Pelham,  Alexander  Williams,  Robert  Adrian 

GottBchalk,  Charles  Powell,  Abraham  Williston,  John  Edward 

Grove,  Charles  Rigeney,  Edward  Henry  Wilson,  William  Cason 

Haas,  Solomon  Leon  Robinson,  Jno.  Buckingham  Wilson,  Albion  Paris 

Hallin,  Christian  Theo.  B.  Rogers,  David  William  Wilson,  George  Wilkina 

Haskins,  Enoch  William        Ross,  David  Campbell  Wright,  Martin  Jeremiah 

—96. 

MOST  EXCELLENT  MA8TJCB  : 

*  Faust,  John— 1. 

RESTORED: 

Robs,  David  Campbell  Taylor,  Byron  Isaac  Wilson,  Albion  PariB--3. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES : 

Armstrong,  Ellis  Thompson     Miller,  Peter  Brewer         Wilson,  Albion  Paris 
Brown,  Frank  Edward  Ross,  David  Campbell       Wright,  Gilbert  La  Fayette 

Miller,  George  Harrison  Taylor,  Byron  Isaac  —8. 

EXCLUDED : 
Carter,  James  Gunning,  Alfred  Henry— 2. 

BECAPITULATION: 

On  roll  per  last  report 97  Suspended  for  non-payment  dues  8 

Oniitted  last  year 1  Excluded -2 

Exalted 3  Now  borne  upon  the  roll 96— IW. 

Restored 3 

Affiliated 1—106. 
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ALAMEDA  CHAPTER,  No.  36. 

Oakland,  Alameds  Conntsr. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Wednesdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICEBSi 

Frank  Worthy  Cnshinfc,  High  Priest,         James  Johnson  Porter,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Albert  'William  Collins ,  King,  George  Edwin  Wliitney,  Boyal  Arch,  Copt . , 

Charles  Henry  Twombly,  Scribe,  John  Tnle,  Master  3d  Fat/, 

Chas.  Henri  Fredeiick  Brann,  Treasurer,  George  Dickson  Metcalf,  Master  2d  Vail, 
James  Edward  Ingols,  Secretary,  Edgar  Jerome  Webster,  Master  1st  Vail, 

Edward  Edmnnd  Potter,  Capt.qfthe  Host,  James  Dods,  Ouard, 

Past  Hifflt  Priests  I 

Alphens  Fnller  Williams,      Walter  Laid  law,  John  Barton  Harden, 

Nathan  Weston  Spanlding,  Thomas  Jefferson  Arnold,    William  Addison  Walter. 
James  Dods, 


Antisell,  Thomas  Mnrphy 
Atchison,  Bezaleel  Merritt 
Baker,  Alfred  Septimns 
Ball,  Ambrose  Everett 
Banks,  Charles  Wells 
Bartlett.  Pliny 
Benton,  John  Elliot 
Boone,  William  Ely 
Bones,  Saroael  West 
Borland,  Archibald 
Bradley,  John  Tilford 
Bnrleson,  Charles  Myron 
Bnrrell,  Alfred  William 
Case,  Isham 
Craven,  Harry  Smith 
Crawford,  John  William 
Cunningham,  Parian  B 
Cnshing,  John 
Cutting,  James  Ripley 
Davis,  Charles  Edmund 
Dnncan,  James  Wesley 
Dusinbnry,  Myr.  Thompson 
Elliot,  Washington 
Emery,  Joseph  Stickney 
Eversen,  Wallace 
Falrchild,  Os'r  Lew'n  Cr'dM 
Farrington.Elvin  Dnnn 
Foulkes,  James  Franklin 


Kendall,  Alpheus 

Batehelder,  James 
Chappelet,  Felix 


BOYAL  ABOfl  MASONS: 

Gaskill,  Rollin  Carolns 
Gordon;  Jas.  Smith  Gilman 
Graham,  William  Morrow 
Greenman,  Harmon 
Hamilton,  Laurentine 
Hamilton,  Wm.  Thomas 
Harmon,  John  Brown 
Haven,  Charles  Dwight 
Haselhorst,  William 
Healy,  Jesse 
Irwin,  Harry  Frost 
Knickerbocker,  Niles 
Katz,  George  Fitzgerald 
Lagrange,  Oscar  Hugh 
Lamping,  Peter  A 
Lancaster,  Joseph  » 
Loring.  George  York 
Mastic,  Joseph  Wood 
MoGilivray,  Joseph 
McGaire,  Jessy  Milton 
Miller,  William  Noble 
Miller,  Peter 
Monnet,  Loais 
Moore,  Albert  Alphonso 
O'Beirne,  Joseph  Francis 
Palmer,  Charles  Theo.  Hart 
Palmer,  Cassias  Clay 
Pardee,  Enoch  Homer 


Patterson,  George 
Payne,  Warren  Bitch 
Phillips,  John  Waterman 
Pinkerton,  Thomas  Hamil 
Pinney,  George  M 
Banlett,  Horace  Dodge 
Beichling,  Francis 
Rodolph,  Frank  Beqnette 
Rntherford,  Chas.  Board'n 
Sessions,  Edward  Cathcart 
Sherman,  William 
Shorey,  Albert 
Skinner,  Isaac  Ash 
Smith,  James  Dale 
Taggart,  Grantham  Israel 
Tibbals,  John  Sherman 
Tubbs,  Hiram 
Underwood,  Henry  Dayton 
Van  Dyke,  Walter 
Walker,  George  Russell 
Walton,  Jesse 
Ward,  Robert 
Watson.  John  Braddock 
Wescott,  Edward  Willson 
Williams,  Robert  Neal 
Wilson,  William 
Winchester,  John  Packer 

-101. 


PAST  MASTERS  : 

Walker,  Edward  Emery— 2. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Enowles,  Calvin  Call  Shakespear,  David 

Miller,  Robert  Baird  Younger,  William  John— 6. 


532  BETUBNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  GHAPTEBS 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES : 

Allardt,  Gkorge  Frederick    Goodrich,  John  Van  Bnren    Marston,  Benjamia  Sewall 
Craib,  William  Garnett,  William  James        Mather,  Solon  Henry 

Dwinelle,  John  Whipple       Hardenbergh,  Isaac  Webber,  Mack— 9. 

DIED: 
Felton,  John  Brook — I. 

RECAPITULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 106  Withdrawn 6 

Exalted 6  Snapended  for  non-payment  dnes.    9 

Affiliated 6—117.    Died 1 

Now  borne  apon  the  roll 101—117. 


SILOAM  CHAPTER,  No.  37. 

CoUkx,  PUtcer  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each  month. 

OFPICBR0  I 

Jacob  Hart  Neff,  High  Priest^  Elias  Lowe  McCIare,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Alexander  Gibson  Oliver,  Emg,  Wanton  Alfred  Himes,  Royal  Arch  CapL, 

Leopold  Lobner,  Scribe,  Robert  Smith  Osborn,  Master  3d  Vail, 

William  Barrows  Hayford,  Drectsurer,  James  Barrows  Hayford,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Morris  Lobner,  Secretary,  William  Swift  Makins,  Master  Ist  Vail, 

Thomas  Boden,  Captain  of  the  East,  James  Cook,  Guard, 

Past  Hiiflfc  Priesta  i 

Jacob  Hart  Neff,  P.  Q.  H.  P.       Melvin  Syms  Gardner,       Alexander  Gibson  Oliver. 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 

Allen,  Lorenzo  Thomas'  Holmes,  James  Peden,  Albert  Oliver 

Bradley,  Elisha  Lafayette  Johnson,  Gasta's  Adolphns  Provon,  William 

Gabot,  George  Colbnrn  King,  Thornton  Rathbnrn,  John  Bell 

Cadljew,  Leland  Kopp,  Charles  Mann  Rogers,  Joseph 

Clondman,  Octavias  King  Lekamp,  John  Henry  Storey,  William  Bainbridge 

Coffin,  Isaac  Tibbitts  Lndlnm,  Thomas  Badgley  Swensson,  Bamael  Edward 

Disqne,  Henry  Murphy,  Bernard  Thomas,  John  Yonng 

Eshbach,  David  Meyer  Nichols,  Thomas  Jefferson  Thomas,  Ephraim  Mariner 

Gilbert,  Timothy  Osborn,  Watson  Brown  Tolman,  Rufas  Jenkins 

Graham.  Robert  Hill  Oliver,  William  Gibson  Vincent,  Nicholas 

Hodgdon,  James  Peverly  Parks,  James  Harvey  Voss,  Louis— 46. 

PAST  MASTER  :  MARK  MASTER  : 

Marx,  Charles— 1.  Ells,  Henry— 1. 

WITHDRAWN  : 
Kruger.  William  Henry— 1. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 43  Withdrawn I 

Exalted 3  Now  borne  upon  the  roll 46—47. 

Affiliated 1-47. 
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SANTA  CRUZ  CHAPTER,  No.  88, 

Santa  Crax,  Santa  Cms  Conntjr. 

suited  Meetings^  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 


Peter  Richmond  Hinds,  High  Pt'iesi 

Loaia  Schwartz,  Kingt 

Thomas  Amner,  Scribe, 

Samuel  Arnold  Bartlett,  Treasurer, 

Henry  Skinner,  Secretary, 

Frederick  Adams,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


Richard  Moses  Garratt,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
William  Nelson  Cummings,  B.  A.  Captain, 
Frank  George  Menafee,  Master  3d  VaU, 
Richard  Thompson,  Master  2d  Vail, 
Bernhart,  Wise,  Master  Ut  Vail, 
Edmund  Wellington,  Guard. 

Past  Higflk  Prleati 

Peter  Richmond  Hinds. 


Bias,  William  Henry 
Blackburn,  Daniel  Drew 
Chace,  John  Day 
Daubenbiss,  John 
Drennan,  Samuel 
Ely,  William 
Felker,  William 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Fitch,  Edwin 

Fagan,  Pierce  Bye 

Gilchrist,  Adam 

Hall,  Richard  Harrison 

Hinds,  David 

Kilburn,  Fred'k  Augustus 

Lincoln,  Charles  Henry 


McKiernan,  Charles 
Perky,  Frederick  George 
Place,  George  Washington 
Smith,  John  Morgan 
West,  Edward  Swift 
Williams,  Edward  [jawrence 

—32. 


Green,  Kaufman 


WITHDRAWN  : 

Lake,  George  Peter— 2. 
DIED: 
Brown,  John  Murray— 1. 

RECAFirULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report, 90  Withdrawn 2 

Exalted 4  Died ; 1 

Affiliated 1—36.    Now  borne  upon  the  roll 32—36. 


DONNER  CHAPTER,  No.  89, 

Tnaekee,  Nevada  County. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSi 

William  Joab  Shinn,  High  Priest,  Jacob  Harris,  Principal  Sojourner, 

George  Shaeffer,  King,  Joseph  Dearborn  Hilton,  JK.  A,  Captain^ 

Ginlio  Reanda,  Scribe,  David  Walter  Leach,  Master  ofSd  VaU, 

Hiram  Whitehead  Roberts,  Treasurer,  Wilson  Shannon  Dizon,  Master  of  2d  Vail^ 

Charles  Fayette  McGlashan,  Secretary,  Michael  Luxemburg,  Master  oflU  Vail, 

Jehu  Davis  Park,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Russel  Hunter  Chandler,  Guard. 

Past  Hifflfc  Prletts : 

Aaron  Davis  Park,  Elle  Ellen, 

Charles  Fayette  McGlashan, 


William  Joab  Shinn. 
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RETURNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS 


BOYAL  ABCH  MASONS: 

Adolph,  Jaliaa  Giffen,  George  Washington  Merrill,  Harvey 

Bacon,  Benjamin  Franklin  Graham,  Andrew  Jackson  Morrison,  William 

Bernardi,  Julias  De  Haaton,  Daniel  Nichols,  Albert  5 

Bittenooart,  Thomas  Maria  Hill,  William  Henry  Ogilvie,  David 

Brickell,  Edward  John  Hoy,  James  Wellington  Peck,  Nelson  Stanley 

Buckley,  John  Mason  Hatchinson,  John  T  Rabel,  Frank 

Campbell,  William  Baker  Hyslop,  Robert  Royal,  George 

Davis,  Jonathan  Jaqael,  Julien  Richardson,  George  Wash. 

Dean,  Latimer  Emery  Jesse tt,  William  Richardson,  Warren 

Douglas,  John  Joesink,  Bern.  Hendricns  Shields,  Michael 

Dunster,  George  William  Johnson,  Hogan  Stirling,  James 

Forsyth,  Thomas  Marzen,  Joseph  Weed,  Abner 

Frates,  Frank  Marzen,  Joseph,  Jr.  Wood,  George— 54. 
Gaylord,  Eben  Hills 

MOST  3SXCELLENT  MASTER  : 

Jenkins,  ^amael  R— 1. 

PAST  MASTER : 
Cullen,  Thomas— 1. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Hamilton,  William  Thomas  Boag,  Jacob  Van  Doser— 3. 

BEOAPITULATION: 

On  roll  per  last  report. 62  Withdrawn 2 

Exalted 3  Now  borne  upon  the  roll 64 

AffiUated 1—66.  —56. 


RED  BLUFF  CHAPTER,  No.  40. 

Bed  Blali;  Tel&miiut  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Saturdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSi 

Adoniram  Judson  Loomis  High  Priest, 

John  Clements,  Xing, 

James  Bartle  Roberts,  Scribe, 

William  Brewer  Cahoone,  lYeasurer, 

Horace  Allen  Mayhcw,  Secretary, 

Herman  Henry  Wiendieck,  Oapt.  of  Host,  Ellis  Reiser,  Guard, 

Past  Hiffh  Prleats  i 

Adoniram  Judson  Loomis, 

ROTAIi  ABOH  MASONS 

Ballard,  Cartis  Durkeo      .    Campbell,  William  Clark 
Banks,  Jerome  Champ lin,  George 

Boice,  Thomas  Cartmill        Cone,  Joseph  Spencer 
Beecher,  Gostavas  Winfleld  Conkliug,  Joseph  G 
Cadwallader,  Charles  Copeland  Hosmer  Cartis 

Cameron,  James  Strong        Elkins,  Henry  Marrett 


Robert  Hard  Blossom,"  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Henry  Charles  Richart,  B,A.  Captain, 
Remembrance  U.  Campbell,  Mcuter^dVaii, 
Chas.  Abijah  Campbell,  Master  2d  VaU, 
Hans  Hansen,  Master  1st  VaU, 


John  ClementB. 


Galland,  Joseph  Bamett 
Gedney,  David  Wetmore 
Griggs,  Sidney  Allen 
Hale,  John  Stuart 
Healy,  Lucien  Bonaparte 
Houghton,  Francis 
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Jeffreys,  George  Woodson  Puis,  George  Swain,  Theodore  Steven 

Kingsley,  George  Leeman  Rawson,  Hiram  Allen  Thomas,  Samnel  S 

Lewis,  Edward  JelTerson  Ryan,  Thomas  H  Vestal,  Frank  A 

Merrill,  Nathaniel  Sayre,  Edwin  Weaver  Wadsworth,  Silss  Marsden 

Miller,  Francis  Schoenfeld,  Solomon  David  Welton,  Lamson  Scoville 

Parker,  William  Boyd  Schoenfeld,  Jeremiah  Williams,  Manly  Delos 

Posner,  Max  Schoeder,  Aug.  G.  Barnhart  Wilson,  Henry  Clay— 61. 

MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTERS: 
Fish,  Charles  Erskine  Tyler,  Jonathan  Cooper— 2. 

PAST  MASTER: 

Howard,  William  Henry^l. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Nagle,  Peter  Back  Phillips,  John  Waterman  Stokes,  John  Gardner— 8. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES  : 
Collins,  Henry  Misch,  Mayer— 2. 

DIED: 
Bettis,  Rawson  Southerland— 1. 
RECAPITULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report ..  • 56  Withdrawn 3 

Al&liated 1—57.      Suspended  for  non-paym't  does..    2 

Died 1 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 61—57. 


TEMPLE  CHAPTER,  No.  41. 

Watson-vllle,  Santa  Crux  Conntjr. 

Slated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 

William  George  Hudson,  High  Priest,  John  Nelson  Besse,  Principal  Sojourner, 

James  Waters,  King,  Columbus  Charles  Jones,  R.  A.  Captain, 

George  Arthur  Trafton,  Scribe,  Martin  Phelan,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Jeremiah  Sheldon  Chapman,  'R'easurer,  Bela  Sargent  Andrews,  Master 2dYail, 

Charles  Lewis  Thomas,  Secretary,  David  Medcalf  Aldrich,  Master  1st  Vail, 

James  Martin  Rodgers,**  Copt,  of  the  Host,  Lewis  Allen  See,  Guard. 

Past  High  Prieata  i 

James  Martin  Rogers,  James  Waters,  John  Nelson  Besse. 

William  Wallace  Boss,  William  George  Hudson, 

ROTAL  AROH  MASONS  : 

Abbott,  Carlisle  Stewart      Card,  George  Boardman  Gagnon,  Michael 

Blankenship,  James  Allen    Chalmers,  Alexander  Goldwater,  Julius  Abraham 

Brewington,Geo.  Hamilton  Craig,  Andrew  Greenbaum,  William 

Brown,  James  Hiram  Flint,  Thomas  Halstead,  James  La  Fayette 

Brown,  John  Bernard  Fowler,  Charles  Ingham,  James 

Brownstone,  David  Friermuth,  Hervy  Weston  Landmm, William  Merrimon 
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Linscott,  James  Austin 
Martin,  Enos  James 
ICaak,  Edwin  Franklin 
Mitchell,  Charles  Edward 
Moflbtt,  Thomas 
Morris,  Moses 


Mynatt,  Elvin  Farran 
Payne,  John  Sydney 
Porter,  John  Thomas 
Rea,  James  William 
Bea,  Samnel 
Reeve,  Henry  Francia 


Strond,  Tracy 
Trafton,  John  Edmund 
Warner,  Henry  Conrad 
West,  Henry  Edgar 
Williamson,  William— 48. 


WITHDBAWN : 
Ashley,  James  Henderson— 1. 

DIED: 
Putnam,  Azro  Carlton  Van  Dom,  William— 2. 

REOAPmiLATION : 
On  roll  per  last  report 48  Withdrawn 


Exalted 2 

Affiliated 1-<51. 


1 

Died 2 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 48—51. 


CHICO  CHAPTER,  No.- 42. 

Cl&ioo,  Butte  County. 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Mondays  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 

Robert  Emmet  Warren,  ^i^^  Priestf  Garrett  Wells  Walrayen,  Prin.  5o;oiimer, 

Edward  Cnyler  Nichols,  King,  John  Alphonso Tamer,  Royal  Arch  Capl,, 

Bnfus  Macagah  Cochran,  Scribet  John  Rose  Robinson,  Master  3d  Vail, 

Alexander  Hill  Crew,  TYeasurer,  Rochester  York  Randel,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Oliver  Hazz'd  Perry  Tanquary ,  Secretary ^  Lauritz  Hansen,  Master  Ist  Fsti, 

Charles  Faulkner,  Captain  of  the  Sat,  Carnot  Courtland  Mason,  Guard, 


Charles  Louis  Pond 
Rnfos  Macaghan  Cochran, 

Batchelder,  Hiram  Treat 
Bennett,  Isaac  Rugg 
Bidwell,  John 
Bidwill,  Abram  B 
Boucher,  Josiah 
Bradley,  William  Leroy 
Breed,  Levi  Newton 
Chapman,  Augustus  Harley 
Colby,  Gilbert  Winslow 
Daniels,  Samuel  L 
Davison,  James 
Decker,  James  Madison 
Dodson,  Thomas  Hulen 
Durham  Wm.  Wellington 
Durham,  George  Wardeil 
Elliott.  John  Patrick 
Gamer,  John  Mortimer 


Paat  Hlfflfc  Prieatst 

Carnot  Courtland  Mason,     Robert  Emmet  Warren. 


BOTAJL  ARCH  MASONS: 

Gifford,  Albert  Judson 
Graves,  Fountain  Columbus 
Guynn,  Pleasant  Medrian 
Hamlin,  Geo.  Lawrence 
Heath,  William  Daniel 
Haoghton,  Jos.  Richardson 
Holmes,  Henry  Preston 
Hoole,  Edward 
Hubbs,  Benjamin  Albert 
Hibbard,  Albert  A 
Jackson,  Frank  Mason 
Jones.  Benjamin  Franklin 
King,  William  Duncan 
Leininger,  Obadiah 
Mcintosh,  Lewis  Harrison 
Miller,  Charles  Alton 


Mitchell,  James  Swing 
Montgomery,  J.  W.  Bradford 
Nelson,  Charles  Anderson 
Noonan,  Jerry  Childes 
Papst,  Albert 
Papst,  Charles  James 
Sawyer,  Alexander 
Springer,  Watson  King 
Stevens  Warren  Charles 
Turner,  John  Calvin 
Turner,  William  Tomes 
Van  Woert,  William 
Warren,  Cyrus  Greenlea 
Wetherbee,  Ira  Alston 
Wood,  Jesse 
Young,  Alexander— 62. 
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WITHDBAlWN  : 

Ketcham,  John  Addison       Stilson,  Charles  Loais       Wayland,  Joseph  Franklin— 4. 

EXCLUDED  : 

Morse,  Orson  Dayton  Taylor,  George  Mattison— 2. 

DIED  : 

Bailey,  Addison  Melanothon— 1. 
BEOAPITULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 65  Withdrawn 3 

Exalted 3—68.      Excluded 2 

Died 1 

Now  borne  npon  the  roll 62—68. 


SOLANO  CHAPTER,   No.  43. 

SiUaiin,    Solano    County. 

9 

Stated  Meetings,  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  Full  Moon, 

OFFICERS: 


Allen  Charles  Miller,  High  Priest 
Columbus  Palestine  Reeves,  King, 
Aiddeline  L.  Chapman,  Scribe, 
Eben  Dorman  Perkins,  Treasurer, 
William  Kimball  Hoyt,  Secretary, 


Oscar  Rapier  Coghlan,  Prin,  Sojourner, 
James  Munroe  Yance,  B.  A.  Captain, 
Stephen  Kirby  Nurse,  Master  3d  Vail, 
Samuel  Anthony  Morris,  Master  2d  Vail, 
Henry  Harris,  Master  1st  Vaii, 
Joseph  Fairbanks  Wendell,  Capt.  of  Host,  William  Gustavus  Davisson,  Guard. 

Past  Hlfflfc  Prteata  i 

Joseph  Fairbanks  Wendell,     Jerome  Bonapart  Richardson, 


William  Sewall  Wells, 
Stephen  Kirby  Nurse. 


Banman,  Jacob  Henry 
Capell,  James  Smith 
Cerkel,  Wolf 
Charles,  Abner  Elias 
Dinkelspeil,  Adolph 
Emigh,  Thomas  Powell 
Gardner,  George  Gordon 
Gettier,  Charles  Peter 
Hoyt,  George  Adolphus 
Hoyt,  Julian  Bnel 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS 

Hunnewell,  Freeman, 
Jones,  Joseph  Pickle 
Leithead,  William 
Lockie,  John  Albert 


Pine,  Charles  Andrew 
Poole,  Josiah 
Reeves,  Duke  Davis 
Bobbins,  Ruel  Drinkwater 


Marston,  Jeremiah  Hobbs     Robinson,  John 


McCreary,  Daniel 
Miller,  Meredith  Rains 
Moore,  Arthur 
Pietzockie,  Marsell 


Smith,  Sampson 
Stamper,  Joseph  Wolf 
Stewart,  Samuel 
Stepens,  William  Bell--i2. 


WITHDRAWN: 
Longmire,  Daniel — 1. 

RECAPITULATION: 

On  roll  per  last  report 40  Withdrawn 1 

Exalted 3 — 43.  Now  borne  upon  the  roll 42^3. 
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VISALIA  CHAPTER.  No.  44. 

Vlsalla,    Tulare  Coantj* 

Stated  Meetings,  second  and  fourth  Saturdays  in  each  month. 

OFF1CKB0I 

Andrew  HenderBon  Broder,  High  Priest,  Robert  Chidley  Broder,  Prbi.  Sqjoumer, 

Oscar  Stephanas  Johnson,  Kingt  William  Harland,  Boyal  Arch  Oaptain, 

Richard  Hubbard  Stevens,  Scribe,  James  Edward  Denny,  MoMter  3d  Fait, 

John  William  Crowley,  Tretuvrer,  Green  Berry  Crowley,  Master  2d  FatZ, 

JalioB  Jacob  Hack,  Secretary,  Isaac  Mnnroe  Barter,  Master  1st  Vail, 

John  Tnohy,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Alpha  Hayden  Glasscock,  Quard, 

Past  wmgtk  Priests  i 

Andrew  Henderson  Broder,  Robert  Chidley  Broder. 

BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Bacigalnpi,  Theodore  Esrey,  Justin  Parker,  Jeremiah 

Baker,  Martin  Qilroy,  Launcelot  Russell,  William  Alex. 

Branks,  Robert  Guggenheim,  Leon  Smith,  George  Welworth 

Brower,  Celsus  Hackett,  Henry  Spencer,  Thodore 

Byrd  Pleasant  Hockett  John  Bei^jamin  Stoneman,  Finis  Ewing 

Chatten,  Richard  Henry,  Albert  Reece  Tracy,  Penis  Sprague 

Compton,  Warren  Kelly,  Thomas  Almareno  Ward,  Joseph  Clarence 

Creighton,  Samoel  Gray  Kirkland,  Berry  Spencer  Wells,  Morgan  James 

Davisson,  Israel  Murray,  Abram  Hunter  Wells,  John  Thomas 

Eaton,  Mathew  Owen,  William  Rensellear  Wingfield,  Charles  Roseean 

Elkins,  Abiel  Parker,  Basil  (Hither  Woods,  Edward  Powers— 46. 

WITHDRAWN: 
Conyers,  Benjamin  Lafayette— 1. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUBS: 

Coleman,  John  Wiley,  Nelson,  Edward  Peters— 2. 

DDED: 

Jordan  Francis— 1. 

RECAPITULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report, 49    Withdrawn 1 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  2 

Died 1 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 45—49. 


SANTA  ROSA  CHAPTER,  No.  45. 

Santa  Rosa,  Sonoma  Covntj. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  and  third  Wednesdays  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSi 

Robert  Press  Smith,  Jr.,  High  Priest,  Augustus  Leander  Fisher,  Prtn.  Sojourner, 

Edward  Neblett,  ^ng,  Francis  Marion  Cald well,i2oya<  Arch  OapL , 

William  Strom,  Scribe,  Cyrus  Sidney  Gleason,  Master  3d  Vail, 

William  Prindle,  Treasurer,  Christ'r  Columbus  Farmer,  Master  2d  FotZ, 

Francis  J.  Bonapart  Glynn,  Secretary,  Martin  Van  B.  Yanderhoof,  Master  Isl  VaU, 

William  Hammet  Bond,  OapL  qfthe  Host,  Peter  A.  Hailman,  Ouard. 
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539 


Past  High,  Prtoato  i 

AdolphoB  Leigh  Fitzgerald*  Elijah  Thompson  Farmer. 

BOYAL  ARCH  1CAS0N8: 

Acton,  William  Gordon,  James  Bams  licllmoil,  John 

Anderson,  Wm.  Lafayette  Griggs,  Joseph  Henrj  Montague,  Lennie  DaTii 

Baxter,  Thomas  P.  Hailing,  Frederick  Nelson,  Alfred 

Beam,  Jeremiah  Harris,  Jacob  Nicoll,  Daniel  Cox 

Bellany,  Benson  Olark  Hewlett,  Edmund  Palmer  Overton,  Albert  Perrj 

Broka,  John  Hoffer,  Charles  Aagnstas  Park,  Darid  Harrison 

Brown,  Samael  Holmes,  Ghas.  Hazelwood  Park,  Alvah  W 

Brown,  John  Holmes,  Henderson Phineas  Percival,  Walter  C 

Bnckland,  Leonard  Harris'n  Hoover,  Adam  Rassell,  Henry  Davis 

Borris,  David  Hornbrook,  Sanders  Slegelken,  Ernst  Angnst 

Bymess,  John  Carroll  Haghes,  John  Spencer,  Byron  H. 

Carillo,  Jalio  Ink,  Walter  Payne  Stoddard,  Joel 
Garothers, Thomas  Langley  Jackson,Ed.  Newton  Barnes  Taylor,  John  Shackelford 

Dalton,  Thomas  Benton  Johnson,  James  George  Thompson,  Bobt.  Angn's  Jr. 

Davis,  Elisha  Lacy  Korbel,  Anton  Francis  Updegraph,  Jacob 

Davis,  William  Wallace  Label,  Hermon  Walker,  John 

Davis,  Milo  Smith  Legg,  Amos  Warren,  Francis  Edward 

Davisson,  Daniel  D.  Lindborg,  John  Peter  White,  John  McCnllongh 

Donohee,  Jeremiah  Henry  Lord,  Thomas  Wilkes,  George  Washington 

Dozier,  Lin  wood  Maddux,  Lorenzo  Dow  Wood,  Benjamin  Seaweil 

Duncan,  James  P  Mathews,  John  Wright,  John  Blpley 

Estinghausen,  Wm.  Adams  McCo wen,  George  Wright,  Joseph 

Fickas,  Adam  McConnell,  William  Elliott  Wright^  James  Madison 

Fortson,  John  Thomas  McCormack,  Wm.  Andrew  Wright,  James  California 

Fulkerson,  Theodoms  S.  McOrodan.  James  Toung,  Bird  Sidney— 91. 

Gannon,  James  McCuUum,  Alexander 

PAST  MASTER  : 

Dana,  Alfred  Wadsworth— 1. 

WTTHDBAWN: 

Achuff,  Jesse  Newton  Knox,  John  Thomp8on/»2. 

SUSPENDED  FOB  NON-PATMENT  OF  DUES : 

Andrews,  Peter  Howell,  Frank  Newton  Johnson,  William  Tbomat— S. 

DIED: 

Dnncan,  Daniel  Johnson,  Melville  Wade,  John  Frederick— 4. 

Hayes,  Robert  Kirtley 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 68  Withdrawn 2 

Exalted 28  Suspended  for  non-payment  duea.  8 

Affiliated 4^100.    Died 4 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 91—100 
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RETUBNS  OP  SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS 


WOODLAND  CHAPTER,  No.  46. 

WoodlAnd,   Tolo  Coiuttjr. 

Stated  Meetings,  first  Wednesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICERS  I 


Nicholas  Wyckoff,  High  Priest, 
Andrew  Carlisle  Kean,  King, 
John  Lowery  Simpson,  Scribe, 
John  Dixon  Stephens,  Treasurer, 
James  Kerson  Smith,  Secretary, 


George  Clayton  Grimes,  Prin.  Sojourner, 
Edward  Littleton  Parramore,  R,  A.  (kipL,, 
James  Viers,  Master  3d  VaU, 
Calderon  Weld  Proctor,  Ma^r  Id  VaU, 
James  Porter  Bollock,  Master  \st  VaU, 
Temple  Perrin  Magee,  Capt,  of  the  Host,    Benjamin  Franklin  Harlan,  Guard. 

Past  Hltf li  Prieat  i 

Thomas  Cross  Pockman. 


ROTAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 

Geary,  George  James 
Gardner,  Matthew 
Goodin,  Thomas  Chelton 
Griffith,  Abraham 
Guthrie,  Thomas  Walker 
Harling,  Micajah  Oglesby 
Harper,  Sterling  Gorman 
Hicks,  Humphrey 
Hill,  Henry  Abraham 
Harlburt,  Daniel  Bradley 
Jacobs,  John 
Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  Henry  Foster 
Larew,  William  Henry 
Lettner,  Simon  Henry 

WITHDBAWN: 
Davis,  Charles  Henry 

EXCLUDED: 
Goode,  Daniel  Boone — 1. 

DIED: 
Hutton,  James  Alexander— 1. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 66  Withdrawn 3 

Omitted  last  year 3  Excluded 1 

Exalted 3  Died I 

Affiliated 1—63.  Now  borne  apon  th&roll 58—63. 


Aronson,  Henry 
Bayley,  Alex.  Alonzo 
Bane,  Edward  Francis 
Barney,  Carey 
Bray,  Edward  Gaines 
Barns,  Daniel  Monroe 
Cole,  George  Jermain 
Dexter,  Lorenzo 
Dresbach,  William 
Ely,  Isaac  Jefferson 
Frazer,  Donald 
Freeman, Frank' n  Sylvester 
Frost,  Charles  Stincen 
Forst,  Leopold 
Gable,  Harvey  Clinton 


Banfield,  John  Addison 


Lowry  John  William 
Maltby,  John  Edward 
Harden  William  Harrison 
Markell,  Richard  Solomon 
Megowen,  Robert  Wickliffe 
Miller,  Frederick 
Miller,  Hezekiah  Monroe 
Prather,  John  Nathaniel 
Rudolph,  Godfrey 
Ross,  Thomas 
Schindler,  David 
Snowball,  John  Wells 
Steiner,  Adam  J 
Tebbs,  Liburne  Ely 
yaughn,Cornelins  L.  Nenvall 

Davis,  Samuel  Augustus— 3. 


TO  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  GALIFORNU.  541 

LASSEN  CHAPTER,  No.  47. 

Sasanirllle,  I^tunen.  County. 

Stated  Meetings^  Friday  of  or  next  succeeding  FuU  Moon  in  each  month. 

OFFICBRSt 

John  Reashaw  Lockwood,  High  Priestt  Daane  Harrison  Tacker,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

Zeios  Newell  Spalding,  King^  Philip  Jacob  Goamaz,  RoycU  Arch  Capt,, 

Eber  Gaston  Bangharo,  Scribe,  Sannders  Saunders,  Master  3d  Vail, 

John  Henry  Segraves,  Treasurer,  FerdinandAmericusSloss,  ^as/er  2(2 FaU, 

Albert  Aagastus  Smith,  Secretary,  George  Hurley,  Master  Ist  Vaii, 

Samael  Thorbnrn  Black,  CapL  of  the  Host,  Allen  Wood,  Guard, 

Past  Hiffli  PrleaUi 

Allen  Wood,  John  Chaney  Partridge. 

BOTAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Babcock,  Charles  Marsh  Knock,  Davis  Proctor,  George 
Bereman,  Henry  Krager,  Frank  Christoph  E  Fallen,  Granville 
Brockman,  William               Leavett,  Benjamin  Hanson  Sawyer,  John  James 

Cahlan,  John  McKissick,  Jacob  Sheldon  .Benjamin  Franklin 

Crane,  William  Henry  Minkler,  William  Streshly,  Orlando 

Dill,  Andrew  Miller  William  Henry  Stiles,  Lyman  Collins 

Duncan,  And.  Cunningham  McDow,  La  Fayette  D.  Talbot,  Enoch  Stanwood 

Fitch,  John  Edward  McGill,  Robert  Leslie  Tanner,  Dennis 

Grant,  Alexander  Miller,  Andrew  Ward,  Trowbridge  Hyer 

Gresham,  Uriah  Moon,  Abram  Gillott  Whitlock,  James  Henry 

Hathaway,  Hiram  Jackson  Naileigh,  William  Hill  Winchell,  Hiram 

Kelley,  John  Davis  Otto,  Anthony  Young,  William  G — 50. 

Kingsbury,  William  Charles 

PAST  MA8TEB:  WITHDRAWN  : 

Branham,  James^l.  Hall,  Davis  Calvin — 1. 

RECAPITULATION  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 40  Withdrawn 1 

Exalted 11 — 51.       Now  borne  upon  the  roll .50— 51. 


DIXON  CHAPTER.  No.  48, 

Dixon,  SoUufto  County. 

Stated  MeetingSf  Jirst  Tuesday  in  each  month, 

OFFICBRSi 

Herman  Eppinger,  High  Priest,  Amiel  Hockheimer,  Principal  Sojourner, 

Andrew  Good  Summers,  Xing,  Orlando  Lusk  Bishop,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 

Justus  Chandler  Merryfleld,  Scribe,  Alexander  Fraser,  Master  3d  Vaii, 

William  Redmond  Ferguson,  Treasurer,    Boland  Thomas  Baker,  Master  2d  Vail, 
Daniel  Dominic  Byrne,  Secretary,  William  Killebrew,  Master  Ut  Vail, 

William  Thomas  Mayne,  Captain  of  Host,  William  Washington  Hill,  Guard. 

Paat  High.  Priests  t 

John  Sweany,  Herman  Eppinger, 
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BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Abbay,  John  Alexander       Gordon,  Melvin  Barnes         North,  James  Charles 

Agee,  Christop'r  Colombna  Gregory,  Thomas  Meredith  Pratt,  Albert  Harlow 

Blitch,  Joseph  Lake  Johnson,  James  Otis  Bighter,  Francis  Marion 

Brock,  Tilman  Howard         Johnson,  William  Bobinson,  Christph*r  Maxll 

Bonchard,  Andrew  Kirsch,  John  Philip  Boss,  Henry  Ackerson 

Burke,  John  Longmire,  Daniel  Schnitslein,  Frederich  A 

Craig,  Frederick  McCnne,  Henry  Ewalt  Bimras,  Willism 

Cmrey,  Montgomery  Boott  McFadyen,  John  William      Steele,  William 

EttUnger,  Bemhard  McKinley,  George  Chorchill  Talbott,  John  Green 

Gates,  Thomas  Milton  McLean,  Fleming  Tyler,  Elias  Mortimer 

Gamett,  James  St.  Clair       Mansie,  John  David  Wolfskill,  Edward— 47. 

Goefferti  Henry  

WITUDBAWK: 

Carlisle,  Charles  Hamilton — 1. 

BEO AFITCJLATIOK : 

On  roU  per  last  report 40  Withdrawn 1 

Exalted 9 — 49.      Error  in  last  report 1 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 47—49. 


MODESTO  CHAPTER,  No.  49. 

Modesto,  Stanislmiu  Conntsr. 

StaUd  MeetingSf  Wednesday  of  or  next  preceding  Ikdl  Moon, 

OFFICERS  « 

EUhn  Bnrritt  Beard,  High  Priest,  Chas.  Loais  Adolph  Hewet,  P. 

George  Washington  Toombs,  Xing,  Patrick  Manning,  Royai  Ardi  Oaptain, 

Isaac  Bipperdan,  Scribe,  Thomas  Andrew  Wilson,  Master  3d  VaM, 

Jesse  James  Chapman,  Treasurer,  Michael  Brann,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Lawson  Bnrfoot  Walthall,  Secretary,  Henry  George  James,  Master  1st  VaU, 

Charles  Isaac  Camer,  Oapt,  of  the  Host,  Septimas  Allen  Cleveland,  Ouard, 

Past  Hl|rl^  ^rtestsi 

William  John  Houston,  Septimas  Allen  Cleveland. 

BOTAL  ABOH  MASONS  : 

Bnrkett,  Alexander  Horton,  Dickinson  Courtney  Stewart,  Alexander 

Cookson,  Thomas  Jacobs,  Henry  Teeter,  John  Dalls 

Eagleson,  Erastus  Newsom,  John  Moore  Yisher,  John 

DoFsey,  Caleb  Bogers,  John  Wardrobe,  Samnel  V 

Dowda,  Geo.  Washington  ~26. 

PAST  MASTEB: 

Wright,  Christopher  Colombna— 1. 
BEOAFITULATIOK  : 

On  roll  per  last  report 27  Errors  in  last  report 3 

Exalted ...  2—29.    Now  borne  upon  the  roU 26— S9. 
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VENTURA  CHAPTER,  No.  60. 

San  BvenaTentvra,  VenUaim  CountF* 

Siated  Medingtf  Tuesday  of  or  next  preceding  FuU  Moon  in  each  monih. 

OFFICBRSi 

Jonathan  Doan  Hines,  Eigh  Priest,  Marion  Cannon,  Principal  Sojourner, 

James  Allen  Day,  King,  Kilns  Hervey  Gay,  BoyaiArch  CapUAn, 

Nehemiah  Blackstock,  Scribe,  James  Marion  Broolu,  Master  3d  VaU, 

Yolney  Alexander  Simpson,  T^reaswrer,  William  Henry  Arnndell,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Geo.  Shoebridge  Gilbert,  Jr.,  Secretary,  Charles  Henry  Davis,  Masbsr  \st  VaU, 

LaFayette  Findla  Eastini  Capt,  of^osi,  Henry  Spear,  Quard, 

Past  Hlff Ifc  Priesto  t 

Jonathan  Doan  Hines,  Charles  Henry  Davis. 

BOYAL  ABOH  MASONS : 

Blanchard,  Nathan  Weston  Edwards,  Evan  Alfred  McKeeby ,  Lemnel  Clarke 

Bard,  Cephas  Little  Finney,  Charles  Grandison  Sparks,  William  Ware 

Bard,  Thomas  Robert  Fisher,  Joseph  Smith,  Akin  Billings 

ChafTee,  Walter  Scott  Grimes,  Brioe  Btanchfield,  Levi  Gonld 

Chrisman,  Gilpin  Wallace  Gilbert,  Thomas  Snrdam,  Boyes  Gaylord 

Clemmens,  Andrew  Knighten,  William  Ammon  Tompkins,  John  Givens 
Cox,  Richard  —81. 

PAST  MASTER  :  WITHDRAWN : 

BnrreU,  William  Henry— 1.  Blakeslee,  Gteorge  Andrew— 1. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES: 
Kittridge,  William  Tilden-l. 

BJSOAPITULATION: 

On  roll  per  last  report 29  Withdrawn 1 

Exalted 2 *         Sosp'd  for  non-payment  of  dnes.. .  1 

Afflliated 2—33.    Now  borne  npon  the  roll 31—38. 


CORINTHIAN  CHAPTER,  No.  51. 

Santa  Barlmra,  Santa  Barbara  Oonntsr. 

Stated  Meetings^  first  Monday  in  each  month. 

OFFICBBSi 

Oeorge  Edward  Childs,  Eigh  Priest,  BodJ.  Franklin  Thomas,  Prin,  Sojourner, 

RoUin  Dnnshee,  King,  Joseph  Ya.  Hart,  Boyal  Arch  Captain, 

George  Nelson  Collins,  Scribe,  Albert  Hayman,  Master  Sd  VaU, 

George  F.  Trenwith,  Trecuurer,  Leonard  Babcock,  Master  2d  VaU, 

Edgar  Lnzem  Paddock,  Secr^ary,  Joseph  William  Oasebeer,  Master  1st  Vail, 

Richard  OrriUe  Hnnt,  Capt.  of  the  Host,  Joseph  Meronx,  Guard. 


5U 


BETUENS  OP  SUBORDINATE  OHAPTEBS 


John  Peck  Stearns, 

Bowers,  Stephen 
Damm,  Andrew 
Ealand,  Joseph 
Faber,  George 
Fawcett,  Eugene 
Forbes,  John  Clarence 
Garreston,  Joseph  Michael 


Fast  nigh.  Prleatai 

BOTAL  ABCH  MASONS : 

Gonrley,  Eliakim  Tapper 

Gratiot,  Charles  Cronk 

Hart,  Thomas 

Hill,  Jesse 

Hunt,  Charles  Clifford 

Marcy,  Harvey  Bradley 

Norway,  William  Henry 


George  Edward  Childs. 

Olmstead  Stephen  Hart 
Parsons,  Jacob 
Rich,  Joseph  Addison 
Stafford,  Owen  Andrew 
Wilson,  Albert  Calhoun  J. 
Walker,  Frank 
Williams,  Jas.  Orlando— 34. 


EXCLUDED  : 
Bates,  Thaddeus — 1. 


WITHDRAWN  : 
Peer,  John  Delos— 1 

DIED: 

Woods,  Lyn  P.— 1. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  last  report 33  Withdrawn 1 

Exalted 3  Excluded 1 

Affiliated 1—37.    Died 1 

Now  borne  upon  the  roll 34 — 37. 


HUMBOLDT  CHAPTER,  No.  52. 

Eureka,  Humboldt  County. 

Stated  Meetings^  second  and  fourth  Mondays  in  each  month. 

OFFICERSi 


John  Andrew  Watson,  High  Priest ^ 
D.  Clinton  Scott,  King, 
Silas  Montgomery  Buck,  Scj'ibet 
William  Jewett  McNamara,  Treasurer , 
Justus  Edwin  Wyman,  Secretary, 
William  Bruce,  Captain  of  the  Host, 


Jos.Dibble  Hoyt  Chamberlain  ,P.Sq;oumV, 
Harris  Burns  Wentworth.jRoyai  Arc^  Capt, 

,  Master  3d  Vail, 

,  Master  2d  VaU, 

George  Carson,  Master  1st  Vail, 
Charles  Frederick  HcCann,  Guard, 


Becker,  Charles 
Bull,  John  Clark  Jr. 
Case,  Horace  Smith 
Coates,  John  Pirn 
Grinnell,  Alvan  Sampson 
Greenwald,  Julius 


Paat  Wiglk  Priest  i 

John  Andrew  Watson. 

BOTAL  ARCH  MASONS  : 

Hall,  Richard  Hall  Matrau,  Benjamin  Franklin 

Hart,  Plummer  Frederick  Russ,  Joseph 

Hetiield,  Albert  DeForest  Sevier,  Abner  Dill 

Hitchcock,  Abraham  Farr  Wallace,  Malcom  Joseph 

Loewenthall.  Abraham  Willey,  John  Bassett 

—26. 
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HABE  IIASTEB  :  DIED  : 

Hanna,  William  Patterson— 1.  Brett»  Richard  Wilgon— 1. 

RECAPITULATION : 

On  roll  per  laet  report 18  Died 1 

Exalted 6  Now  borne  upon  the  roll 26—27. 

Affiliated 3—27. 


LAKEPORT,  U.  D. 

Ii«lceport,  IiAke  County,  California. 

Stated  Meetings, in  each  month. 

OFFICERS  I 

Frank  D.  Tunis,  High  Priest,  William  W.  Jones,  King, 

Lindsay  Carson,  Scribe, 

ROYAL   ARCH   MASONS: 

Brown,  James  W.  DeSollar,  Henry  Cook  Korrison,  Thomas  G. 

Cook,  George  F.  Kelsay,  John  Oliver,  H.  A.— 10. 

Crigler,  J.  G. 
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GRAND   OFFICERS 

Mooted  sinoe  tho  Organization  of  the  Ghrand  Chapter,  July  28,  A.  I.  2384. 


1854. 

Charles  M.  Radcliff,  Grand  High  Priest.    A.  B.  Hot, Chrand  King. 

John  D.  CRisiOH,.I>ep.  Grand  High  Priest.    Hugh  G.  Platt, Grand  Scribe, 

1  86  5. 

John  D.  Creigh, Grand  High  Priest.    William  W.  Tratlor, Grand  King. 

*ISAAO  Davis,.  . . Dep.  Grand  High  Priest.    Leverett  Bradley, Grand  Scribe. 

1.8  6  6  . 

^Orange  H.  Dibble,    Grand  High  Priest.    Whiting  G.  West,        Grand  King. 

Wm.  W.  Traylor,  Dep.  Chrand  High  Priest.    ♦James  A.  Jackson, Grand  Scribe. 

185  7. 

William  W.  Traylor,  Grand  High  Priest.    Whiting  G.  West Grand  King. 

Thos.  H.Ca8well,  Dep.GrandHigh  Priest.    *  James  A.  Jackson, Grand  Scribe. 

185  8. 

Thomas  H.  Caswell,  Chrand  High  Priest.    *  James  A.  Jackson, Grand  King. 

Whiting G. West, D«3i.  Grand  High  Priest.    *Henry  Hare  Hartley,.  . .  Grand  Scribe. 

185  9. 

Whiting  G.  West,  ....  Grand  High  Priest.    Aaron  D.  Park, Grand  Ktng. 

♦H.  H.  Hartley, . Dep.  Grand  High  Priest.    »Lewis  Reynolds, Grand  Scribe. 

1  8  6O4 

♦Henry  H.  Hartley,    Grand  High  Priest.    Jambs  W.  Bicknbll, Grand  King. 

Adolphus  Rollvb  J)ep.GrandHighPrie8t.    Ezra  Howard  Van  Deoar,  Gremd  Scribe. 

1861. 

•Henry  H.  Hartley,    Grand  High  Priest.    Ezra  Howard  Van  Decar,  Grand  King. 

Adolprvts  E.0J4iJJBf Dep.GrandHighPriest    John  Kirkpatriok, Grand  Scribe, 

1  869. 

Adolphits  Hollub,.  .  Grand  High  Priest.    John  Eirkpatrick, Grand  King. 

Ezra  H.  VanDec ar,  . .  Dep.  Gr.High  Priest.    ♦Charles  Marsh  , Grand  Scribe. 

1863. 

Ezra  H.  Van  Decar,  . .  Grand  High  Priest.    ♦Charles  Marsh Grand  SRng. 

John  Kirkfatrick, .Dep.  Qr.High  Priest.    William  A.  Davies, Grand  Scribe. 

1  864. 

♦Isaac  Datis, Grand  High  Priest.    ♦Charles'Marsh Grand  King. 

John  Kirkpatrick,  Dep.  Gr.High  Priest.    William  A.  Davies, Grand  Scribe. 

18  6  5. 

John  Kirkpatrick,.  .  Grand  High  Priest.    William  A.  Davies, Grand  King. 

♦Chas.  Marsh,.  .  Dqt.  Grand  High  Priest.    Isaac  B.  Titus, Grand  Scribe. 

♦Doeeued. 
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1806. 

*Charles  Mabsh,  . . .  Grand  IRgh  Prie»t.    Isaac  S.  Titus, Grand  King. 

Wjc.  a.  Davies, .  Dep.  Grand  High  Priat.    ♦John  W.  Harville, Grand  Scribe. 

1867. 

Isaac  S.  Tirua, Grand  High  Priat.    ♦John  W.  Haryille Grand  King, 

♦J AS.  A.  Jackson,.  .Dep.  Gr.  High  Priett.    George  T.  Grimes, Grand  Scribe, 

1868. 

♦John  W.  Haryille,  Gromf  High  Priest.    J  as.  Lawrence  English,  . . .  Chrand  King, 

George  T.  Grimes,  Dep.  Gr.  High  Priest.    Jacob  H.  Nepf, Grand  Scribe, 

1870. 

George  T.  Grimes,  . .  Grand  High  Priest.    Jacob  H.  Neff, Grand  King, 

Jas.  Lawr.  English,  .  Dep.  Or.  H,  Priest    Stephen  Wing Grand  Scribe, 

1871. 

Jas.  L.  English, Grand  High  Priest.    Stephen  Wing, Grand  King, 

Jacob  H.  Neff, Dep.  Gr.  H.  Priest.    ♦Joseph  Isaacs, Grand  Scribe. 

187a. 

Jacob  H.  N"eff,  ....  Grand  Sigh  Priest.    Wm.  Thomas  Reynolds,.  . . .  Grand  King. 
♦Joseph  Isaacs,  . . .  .Dep.  Gr.  H,  Priest,    Wm.  Alexander  January,.  Grand  Scribe* 

1873  . 

Wm.  a.  Dayibs,  ....  Grand  High  Priest.    Wm.  Thomas  Reynolds,  . . .  Grand  King, 
♦Joseph  Isaacs, Dep,  Gr.  B.  Priest.    Wm.  Alexander  January,.  Grand  Scribe. 

1874. 

Wm.  Alex.  JAxuARY.G^arui  High  Priest.    John  Mills  Browne, Grand  King, 

Wm.  T.  Reynolds,.  .Dep.  Gr.  H.  Priest.    Henry  Hay  Knapp, Grand  Scribe. 

18  7^. 

Wm.  T.  Reynolds,  . . .  Grand  High  "Priest.    Henry  Hay  Knapp Grand  King. 

Alex.  G.  Abell,  Dep.  Grand  High  Priest.    Nathan  W.  Spaulding,.  .  Grand  Scribe. 

1876. 

Alex.  G.  Abell,  ....  Grand  High  Priest.    John  Bf  ills  Browne, Grand  King. 

Henry  Hay  Knapp,  Dep.  Gr.  High  Priest    Nathan  W.  Spaulding,  . .  Grand  Scribe. 

1877. 

Henry  Hay  Knapp,  Grand  High  Priest.    Nathan  W.  Spaulding,..  Grand  King. 
John  Mills  Browne,  Dep.  Gr.  H.  Priest    Wiley  James  Tinnin, Grand  Scribe. 

1878. 

John  Mills  Browne,  Grand  High  Priest.    Wiley  James  Tinnin, Grand  King. 

Nathan  W.  Spaulding,  Dep.  Gr.  H.  Priest.    Henry  Sayre  Orme, Grand  Scribe. 

♦Deceased. 
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GRAND  CHAPTERS 

nr  OOMMITNIOATION  WITR  THB 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  OF  GRAND  SECRETARIES. 

Onud  Ohapters.  Grand  Saoretaries.  Besidenoe. 

ALABAHAf Danibl  Satrb, Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS, Luke  E.  Barbeb, Little  Rock. 

CANADA, Danikl  Spry, Toronto,  Ont. 

COLORADO Ed.  C.  Parhblbb, .Georgetoim. 

CONNECTICUT, Joseph  K.  Whbbler, Hartford. 

DELAWARE, J.  P.  Allmond Wilmington. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,. . .  .Cbablbs  W.  Hanoook, Washington. 

ENGLAND  akd  WALES John  Harybt London. 

FLORIDA, Db  Witt  C.  Dawkins, Jacksonnlle. 

GEORGIA, J.  Emmett  Blaokshbar, Macon. 

ILLINOIS, Jaicbs  H.  Milbs Chicago. 

INDIANA John  M.  BRAmrsLL Indianapolis. 

IOWA, William  B.  Lanobidob, .Moscatine. 

KANSAS, Erasmus  T.  Cabb, Leavenworth 

KENTUCKY, Joseph  H.  Branham, Lonisville. 

LOUISIANA, Jambs  Cj0atohblor, New  Orleans. 

MAINE Iba  Bbbbt, Portland. 

MARYLAND William  A.  Wbntz, Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS, Z.  H.  Thomas,  Jr., Boston. 

MICHIGAN, W.P.  INNES, Grand  Rapids. 

MINNESOTA, A.  T.  C.  Piebbon, St  PaaL 

MISSISSIPPI, J.  L.  PowBB, ..Jackson. 

MISSOURI, John  W.  Lukb, St  Louis. 

NEBRASKA William  R.  Bowbn, Omaha. 

NEVADA, Samuel  W.  Chubbuck, Gold  Hill. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE, John  A.  Habbib, Concord. 

NEW  JERSEY, Thomas  J.  Corson, .Trenton. 

NEW  YORK, Chbistophbb  G.  Fox, Buf&lo 

NORTH  CAROLINA, Donald  W.  Bainb, Raleigh. 

NOVA  SCOTIA, Jambs  Gossip Halifax. 

OHIO, Jambs  Nesbit, Troy. 

OREGON, R.  P.  Babhabt, Portland. 

PENNSYLVANIA, John  Thomson, Philadelphia. 

QUEBEC, Jambs  T.  MoMinn, Montreal. 

RHODE  ISLAND, Gbobob  H.  Bubnham, Providence. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA, J.  E.  Bubkb, Charleston. 

TENNESSEE, John  Fbizell, NaahviUe. 

TEXAS, Robert  Bbbwstbb Honston. 

VERMONT, W.  H.  S.  Whitcomb, Borlington. 

VIRGINIA, W.  B.  Isaacs, Richmond. 

WEST  VIRGINIA, Odbll  S.  Long, Wheeling. 

WISCONSIN, J OHN  W.  WooDHULL, Milwaukee. 

GEN.  GR.  CHAPTER  op  U.  B.,.CHBiaTOPBBB  Q.  Fox, Bailhlo. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

Of  otl\ef  Jtifi^didtioii^  T(Qkf  Oye  (^(fks\i  dl^kptef  of  dkUfofqik. 


Canada, Chablbb  Louis  Wxgoin,  P.  H.  P San  Francisco  ; 

District  of  Colambia,. . .  .Albzandeb  Gubdon  Abell,  P.  G.  H.  P.,.  -San  Francisco ; 

Iowa, Isaac  Sutvkne  Titus,  P.  Q.  H.  P., San  Francisoo  ; 

Eentacky, Chables  Louis  Wioout,  P.  H.  P San  Francisco  ; 

Louisiana Thomas  Hubbabd  Caswell,  P.  G.  H.  P. , . .  Nevada  ; 

Maryland, Chables  Louis  Wiggin,  P.  H.  P San  Francisco; 

Maine, Lbonidas  E.  Pbatt,  P.  H.  P., San  Frandseo; 

Mississippi, Geoboe  Tuttlb  Gbimes,  Past  Grand  H.  P., .  San  Frandseo  ; 

Missoori, William  Abbaham  Daties,  P.  G.  H.  P San  Frandseo  ; 

New  Jersey, William  Thomas  Reynolds,  P.  G.  H.  P.,. ..?an  Francisoo  ; 

Oregon, Geoboe  Clement  Pebiins,  P.  H.  P., San  Francisoo  i 

Qnsbec, Alexandeb  Gubdon  Abell,  P.  G.  H.  P., . . .  San  Francisco  ; 

Vermont » Chables  Louis  Wiggin,  P.  H.  P San  Francisoo  ; 


REPRESENTATIVES 
OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA 

NEAfl  OTHER  OiRAND  CHAPTERS. 


Canada, Henbt  HcPhebson, Ovocn  Sound,  Onfo; 

Colorado, Ibviho  W.  Stanton Piieblo  ; 

Iowa, William  B.  Lamobidoe Muscatine; 

Kansas John  Bbown, Leavenworth  ; 

Kentncky, Henbt  Bostwiok, 

Lonisiana, J.  Q.  A.  Fellows, New  Orleans  ; 

Maine, Josiah  H.  Dbummond, Portland  ; 

Maryland Edwabd  T.  Shultz, Baltimore; 

Massachnsetts, John  MoClbllan JBoston  ; 

Minnesota, Silas  R.  Mebbill St,  Paul ; 

Mississippi, Habvet  W.  Walteb, Holiy  ; 

Missonri, William  Willmott,. Hamilton ; 

Nebraska E.  A.  Allen, Omaha; 

New  Hampshire, John  J.  Bxll, Exeter  ; 

New  Jersey Edwabd  Goelleb, lYenton  ; 

New  York, John  L.  Lewis, New  York; 

Qnebec, .Fbank  Edoab, Montreal ; 

Sontli  Carolina, Auoustin  T.  Smtthb, Charleston; 

Tennessee Townsend  A.  Thomas, NashfAUe; 

Vermont, Thbodobb  8.  Pbok Burlington  ; 

West  Virginia, Kephabt  D.  Walkbb, Fairmount; 

Wisconsin M.  M.  Cothbbn MiUoaukts, 


552  GBAND  CONVENTION  OF  HIGH  PRIESTS. 


GRAND    CONVENTION 


OF   THE 


Order  of  Higs  Priests, 


OF  THE 


STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


Nineteenth  Annual  Convention. 


The  nineteenth  Annual  Grand  Convention  of  the  Order  of  High 
Priests  of  the  State  of  California  assembled  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in 
the  city  of  San  Francisco,  on  Wednesday,  the  tenth  day  of  April,  1878, 
at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

There  were  present  the  following  named 

OFFI0EB8: 

The  -¥.-.  E.\  WILLIAM  WILSON  TRAYLOB, , President ; 

"  li.\  E.\  Wiley  James  Tinnin, Vice  President ; 

**  B.\  E, \  Leonidas  E.  Pratt, Chaplain ; 

•*  R.'.  E.\  Theodore  Edward  SarrrH, Recorder  ; 

*'  R.\  E.'.  George  Tdttle  Grimes, Master  of  Oeremonies ; 

"  jR.-.  E.\  William  Abraham  Payies Conductor  ; 

"  jR.-.  E,\  Alexander  Gurdon  Abbll, Steward  : 

Also,  CompanionB  Ellison  Lassbll  Crawford,  William  Bugklet  Davis,  Samuxii 
Donoabter,  Adolphus  Leiqh  Fitzqerald,  Joseph  Miller  Lttghfibld. 

The  M,\  E.\  President  made  the  following  appointment,  pro  tem- 
pore: 

Comp.  Adolphus  LxroH  Fitzoerald Herald. 

And  the  Convention  was  opened  in  ]^nt  ^oxm. 

The  reading  of  the  minntes  of  the  proceedings  held  at  the  last 
Annnal  Convention  was  dispensed  with,  the  members  being  famished 
with  printed  copies  thereof. 
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No.   1 

**  Sonora 

II 

No.   2 

**  California 
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No.   5 

"  Shatta 

II 

No.    9 

"  Sutter 

II 

Nell 

"  Howard 

II 
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"  AUuroB 

11 

No.  34 

**  Alameda 

(1 

No.  86 

"  Temple 

II 

No.  41 

*'  Sarda  Bosa 

II 

No.  45 

••  Woodland 

II 

Na46 

**  LasMn 

11 

No.  47 

**  Modesto 

II 

No.  49 
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PetitionB  were  receiyed  from  the  following  named  companions : — 

AxTBSD  RnuMO, .  P.  H.  Priest  of  San  H'aneiseo  Chapter,  No.   1 

HsNRT  Wakoemhxim High  Priest  of 

GiDSOK  WniQ •* 

Jbsse  Cokbb  Bxbd "  *' 

Joseph  WxxL,... *•  *' 

ROBKBT  AlTKEZr, **  " 

William  Obuak  Bbxtfoolb, "  " 

Thomas  Alonzo  MoFablahd "  " 

FbANK  WOBTHT  CtJSHIlTO, *'  " 

William  Gkobob  Hudsok^ "  '* 

BoBERT  Pbiss  Smtth,  Jr., '*  " 

Nicholas  Wtokovf "  '* 

John  Rbnsbaw  Looxwood, **  " 

EuHU  BUBBITT  BbaBD *'  " 

Who  were  severally  elected  to  receive  the  Order  of  High  Priest. 

Companions  Gidbon  Wino,  Jbssb  G.  Bebd,  Josbph  Wbil,  Bobbrt 
AiTKBN,  Thomas  A.  MoFari«and,  Wzliiiam  G.  Hudson,  Bobbbt  Fbbbs 
SifiTH,  Jb.,  NiohoiiAS  Wtckoff,  Johh  B.  Lookwood,  and  EiiIHU  B. 
Bbahd  were  then  introduced  and  received  the  Order  of  High  Priest. 

The  following  named  companions  were  then  elected  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year : — 

The  M,\  E,\  WILLIAM  WILSON  TRAYLOR President  ; 

"    iZ.*.  ^.'.  WiLBT  Jambs  TiNNiN, Vice  Preeideni ; 

**   B,\  K'.  LsoNiDAB  E.  Pbatt Oiaplain  ; 

**    R.\  E.\  HiBAM  Throop  Gbates Ti^eaearer  ; 

Rr,  ^.*.  ThbodorbEdw  ABO  Smith, Recorder; 

Rr.  R'.  Gbobgb  Tuttlb  Gbimss, Master  of  Oerenumies; 

**   R.\  R\  William  Abbaham  Dayixs, Oondwior  ; 

"   R\  E,\  Adolphus  Lbioh  Pitzobbald, Heraid ; 

"   R.\  R',  Albxamdeb Gubdon  Abbll, Stewurd, 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
were  read  and  approved.    The  Grand  Oonvention  was  then  closed  in 
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Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest: 

JOHN   MlliS   BROWNE,  VaUejo. 


Address  of  the  Grand  Secretary: 
THOMAS  HUBBARD  CASWELL,  San  Francisco. 


Address  of  the  Grand  Lecturer: 

THOMAS  HUBBARD  CASWELL,  San  Francisco. 


NOTICE. 

The  Twenty- lounh  Annual  Convotaiion  o(  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
California  will  be  holden  at  tlie  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  cf  San 
Francisco,  commencing  on  Tuesday,  (he  ei;,'liih  day  of  April,  A.  I. 
2409,  A,  D.  1879. 

THOMAS  H.  CASWELL,^ 
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